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See Kitterdge’s Introduction to English and Scottish Popular Bal-
lads:

“The popular ballad, though it may be despised, cannot be ignored
by the student of literature. Whatever may be thought of the impor-
tance of such verse crafts bearing on the origin of poetry in general,
or of epic poetry in particular, the ballad, like other forms of popular
material has in the last two centuries exercised a powerful influence
on artistic literature, and it will always have to be reckoned with by
the literary historian”
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“In the Russian Cigarette factories, the girls who roll the cigarettes
amuse themselves, while at work, by composing songs about each
other in a similar way. One girl begins the song, another follows, and
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Pope in his edition of Thiruvacagam (p.159-60) says “Sung in cho-
rus by all the maidens, with much clapping of hands.”
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“The poet has clearly established the truth of god’s glory like
the ball flying up, on the force of the hit from a rocket/”
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