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THE QUEST PFOR ROOTS
NEW ARTISTIC TRENDS IN THE NORTH

...... From January this year, the new trend in the Arts and
theatre scene has emerged., Several street plays embodying .
traditional folk styles, and several dramas and poem recitals
to the accompaniment of music are on the increase. ‘“Returb-
ing to folk style” is just not a recent phenomenon as far as
the Tamil literary and arts scene is concerned. But the momentum
it has gained at present is somewhat unique. This is partly -
due to the prevailing political situation......

Highlight of the festival was the ballet titled ‘The Dawn’
directed by Dr. S. Maunaguru, The Department of Fine Arts,
University of Jaffna. Dr. S. Maunaguru who is considered one
of the masters in the Eastern Folk Dance Mode and rituals
conbines Bharatha Natyam, Kathakali and Folk dance in this
ballet. I use the word “ballet” but I am not sure whether to-
classify it a ‘ballet’ or an ‘opera’ or a blend of both. This
is the first attempt in this kind of combination.

As the title depicts, the core of the ballet which put some
20 odd girls on the stage is all about an attempt of a group
of people inhabiting an arid land to bring rain. The rain
clouds and the rain all were beautifully symbolised and matched
with suitable dance form. Though I am not an authority to
speak about the degree of cohesion that the varied dance forms
like Kathakali and Bharatham achieve through this ballet one
thing could be said: the total effect is everpleasing,

The Twentieth Century Tamil Literature study group of the
Hindu Ladies College, deserves congratulations not because thas
they have produced this ballet but for the vision of future
cultural dimensions they have adumbrated to g wide audience.

R.C.
Saturday Review
2-11-83
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LIVELY SCHOOL THEATRE

Great strides have been made in the field of Drama.
Particularly within the last three years. The Jaffna Univer-
sity has been instrumental in breaking new ground, Of late
Maunaguru and Shanmugalingham have stated exploiting talents
at the school level

Maunaguru’s Nammai Piditha Pishasukal ( the ghosts that
possessed us) is a morality play, a personificatio: of blind devot-
ion to everything foreign. Regionalism, yearning for white-collar
jobs, selfishness and dowry-seeking.

Roused by the poosari, the ghosts possess the people and
render them powerless and subservient, They invoke Bharathi.
He has no ready- made remedies. His teaching are already
there. Bharthi’s lyrics take the form of incantations and the,
ghosts are driven away.

‘Nammai Piditha Pishasukal’ is proof enough — if proof
be needed — of the fact that when a playwright directs the play,
it is a definite advantage.

All the resources of the Vadamodi form are summoned
by Maunaguru. The actress displayed a grace of rhythmic
movement that is very close to professional standards. Teehnique- -
wisc ‘Nammai Piditha Pishasukal’ is a drama of a very high
order. The tempo gradually mounts and the grand finale is the
tight between the ghosts and the people (shades of Sankaram
Maunaguru’s another play.

Special mention should be made of the formations on
the s'age which were a treat to watch, a variety of creations.

Kannan’s musical score added lustre to the plays. The
versatile Kirupakaran on Mirndangam could be an asset to

any troupe.
S. Pathmanathan

Saturday Review
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