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Educatidn and the Advancement
of Human Rights in Sri Lanka.

l‘l

K. NESTAH
M. A., Teachers’ Diploma (Lond),
Formerly Sewior Lecturer in Education

Unsversity of Ceylon

THE BACKGROUND: OUR EARLY
EDUCATIONAL TRADITIONS

“India and Greece were the two
great thinking nations who had made
the history of the world. As Greece
had- been the leader of Europe,
India would always be the leader
of Asia” - Bishop Westcott - quoted
by Radhakrishnan in East and West.
Radhakrishnan goes on to list the
countries, including Sri Lanka, which
are witnesses to the spirit of India,
Brahmanical and Buddhist. What
has bean said by another savant
about the role of education in India
would apply to this outpost of
Indic civilization. ‘There is no other
country where the love of learning
bhad so early
exercised so lasting and powerful
an influence’. For, where the goal
of life was conceived as the indivi-
dual’s need for self - realisation life
itself was conceived as an educational
process and education as a life-long
process. In the Guru-Sishya system,
the family of the guru provided a
natural environment for the person-
ality development of the pupil; so
did the communities of the -early

an origin or has -

1.2

1.3

Hindu and Buddhist universities of
India, the world’s earliest univer-~
sities.. Not the least legacy of the
past - ¢ learning was independent of
kings® (in the words of Vinobha
Bhave ).

The Indic civilization may well claim
that it anticipated by many cen-
turies the inward freedom, which
constitutes the humanity of man,
the right to become; the freedom of
ideas and expression; and the liberty
of individuals and bodies to estab-
lish and direct educational institutions
of their choice, all frcedoms now
enshrined in the Universal Declar-
ation of Human Rights of 1948.

But, despite the profession of two
great faiths that affirmed the latent
divinity of all men, the path of
learning, at least of higher learning,
was for the few. It was caste-bound,
or limited to ‘the priestly orders,
and thus knowledge denied free
circulation. Besides, since life and

Jlearning were two sides of the coin

to buy the life beyond, objective
knowledge was not the thing sought,
till to some extent Mahayana Bud-



2.1

2.2

dhism liberalised the_ curriculum.
Yet another limitation hampered the
pursuit of knowledge in Sri Lanka
till modern times, when in the age
of paper and printing elsewhere,
our scholars wrote with metal stylus
on palm leaf. The saving factor,
for the few and the many. was the
oral tradition of teaching and preach-
ing in halls adjoining temples and
under the moon -lit sky.

PORTUGAL AND THE NETHER-
'LANDS IN SRl LANKA

By the mid -sixteenth century both
the political situation and the levels
of learning were at a low ebb in
sri Lanka. The local rulers, beset
by political intrigues, called in the

_Portuguese virtually to take over

the land and to establish Churches
and Schools. So, it happened that
Franciscans, Jesuits and Dominicans
trained in the monastic Schools of

Europe established schools on the

European Christian model, over one
hundred of them in the maritime
areas which they came to occupy.
There were ‘colleges’, one in
Colombo, one -in Jaffna, one in
Nawagamuwa, which purveyed the
jearning of medieval Catholic Europe.

When -the Netherlands wrested the
maritime provinces from Portuga]

in the middle of the XVIIth Cen-

1736 of the first
‘casting Sinbala and . Tamil types,

tury, the Duich established a de-
centralised network of schools, using,
the Sinhala and Tamil media, along
with two seminaries in the Renaiss~

- apce tradition, one in Colombo and

one in Jaffna. The setting up in

printing press,

2.3

" true
“record of the Dutch period.
this was the motive behind free and

.man.

of Ceylon Review IX, 3-4).

was an event with far - reaching
results.

But when ali is said, we should
not exaggerate the contribution of
the education gien in their institut-
jons, during the two - and - half
centuries of Portuguese and Dutch
occupation, towards the dsvelop-
ment of Human Rights. ¢ To con-
vert the benighted native to the
reformed religion’, runs a
If

compulsory education, that education
could hardly have been a liberating
force. All we can say is that the
Portuguese provided a base in the
shape of Churches and schools for
the Dutch to commence their ‘Re-
formation °.- In turn, the Dutch
provided the added infrastructure of
codified law and a communications
gvstem for the British who came
after them. But, the sojourn of
these two nations was no more

* than the commencement of a dis-
- tant journey towards the Declaration

of 1948.

BRITAIN IN SRI LANKA

" At the close of the 18th century,

society in Sri Lanka was still feudal,
tradition - bound and caste - bound,

.with little "evidence of the emer-

gence of the individualized ©free’
If this society had to make
the ¢great ascent’, a pervasive
social transformation was called for.
In a study of ‘Society and Ideology
in Ceylon, 1795 - 1850 * ( University
Ralph
Plerls speaks of these *blind alley
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ci+ 'zatioms, of the Eternal East and
quotes Arnold Toynbee about their
remaining at this stage of Archaism,
till some alien empire - builder steps
into the breach to perform for the
ailmg socicty the service that ought

to have been performed by native

bands. Britain, who had herself
found a sheet anchor during the
stormy seas tollowing the Industrial
and Fiench Revolutions, = clutching
to the Liberal ideology and Protes-
tant Ethic, became the unconscious
tool of history in promoting a social
revolution here. Hers was now ‘a
civilization on the march’ and it
was confrontation with such a civi-
lization that helped our own civiliz-
zation to climb out of the valley
of defeat. '

True, our history ceased to be a
patural evolution. Much of it came
to be made in Britain. Our poli-
tical institutions were copies of theirs.
So were our legislative and admin-
istrative measures. Even the natio-
palism before which Britain has
retreated from Asia and Africa in
our time is of her own making.
Perhaps her greatest gift was the new
legal svstem, based on the principle
of the rule of law, the same law
for all and all equal before the law.
We do well to remember that the
rule of law is a dynamic concept,
not merely to *‘safeguard and advance
the civil and political nights of the
individual, but also to establish
social, economic, educational and
cultural conditions under which his
legitimate aspirations and dignity
may be realized”.

33

(Internalional Commission of Jurists:
Declaration of Delhi, 1959).

Equally unconsciously, the English
Educational Model, its goals, stru-
ctures, syllabuser, examinations,
text books and all, was transplanted
here. And so a new colonial elite,
transeending and tc some extent
assimilating the small elite created
by the two Dutch Seminaries, came
into existencs. They became the con-
scious and willing agents of the
ideas and valucs behind the new
political institutions and adminis-
trative system. The ideas and values
came from a study of the English
language and its. literature, British
history and institutions,” Western
classics, and the Christian religion.
The schools were indeed a bit of
England, with English games played,
English music cultivated,  English

~ plays acted and English manners

34

held in esteem. Yet it was a
revolutionary change for Sri Lanka-
substituting secular for sacred lear-
ning, lay teachers for monks, and
the employment and civic motives
for study for the ancient goal of
sclf-realization.

Apart from the goals and content,
there was a wide departure from
the rigid government control of
of the Dutch regime. Ia fact a
State Department of Public Instruc-
tion was set up only in 1869. And
earlv in the 20th century, various
advisory committces were tried, till
in 1920 a consultative body called
the Board of Education was set up
both to advise government on edu-
cational policy and to frame code



o Malalasekera.

regulations within the framework of
the main - legislative enactments.
After Independence, with the name
changed to Central Advisory Council,
it functioned till the late fifties,
the last two Chairmen being Sir
Ivor Jennings and Professor G. P.
The significance of
using the consultative process, is
that it is an essential part of the
machinery of democratic government.
In fact, in the parallel ficld of

. _higher education, the conversion of

&1

the government controlled University

College into the autonomous Uni- -

versity of Ceylon in 1942, we may
say, anticipated democratic self-
government for the country a few

.years later.

PROTESTANT CHRISTIAN MISSION-
ARY ENTERPRISE AND THE ROLE
OF CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS IN SRI
LANKA

" tion of Kotte went further.

Following the’ X VIII Century move-

ment in Europe, spoken cf as the
Enlightenment, there was a Chris-
tian Missionary Movement on both
sides of the Atlantic.. Protestant
Missionary societies came into being
in Britain. Their motivation was

the desire to Witness to their Faith’

(like religious missionaries through
the ages) and to Serve. Learning
of the closing of churches and
schools in Sri Lanka after the over-
throw of the Dutch power, a number
of missions arrived in the country,
most of them in the second decade
of the 19th century. They lost no
time in setting up schools in- the
areas where the Dutch had fune-
tioned earlier as well as ministering

Y

to the neglected Christian congrega~
tions. It was well and good that
it was not the government but those
voluntary agencies that set up these
schools. The schools were developed
little by little on the model of the
Public School in England. Unlike
the Dutch seminaries, these schools
admitted non-Christians as well as
Christians and those from the
humbler castes too. Thus they
promoted a silent social revolution.

A school like the Christian Institu-
Its

multi-ethnic composition— Kandyan-
Sinhalese, Low — country Sinhalese
and Tamils created a new ‘Ceylonese’
identity, unknown before. That the
first Protestant schools of the British
Period were well set on their course,
is  supported by Colebrook’s
assessment (1831): The 90 govern-
ment schools in the Low-country
and 4 in the Malabar districts were

_sextremely defective and inefficient’.

He adds, ‘To the Labours of these
( Missionary )  socicties in the
Singalese and Malabar provinces

‘the natives are principally indebted

for the opportunities of instruction’.

We now turn to the event which
brought about dypamic changes in
the North as well as in the rest
of the country. The Batticotta
Seminary, founded in 1823 by the
American Missionaries, created (in
the words of Bishop Kulandran)
« a tremendous intellectual upsurge,
the like of which has not been
seen in the country before or since.
It may be apalysed as duc to a
cross fertilisation of cultures. The
upsurge was many sided and included
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swong its important products the
ev: dtion of Tamil prose as it is
wr.ien today. The impetus created
by the Semioary released forces
that have been at work since then,
and what was happening in Jaffna
was not without its effect elsewhere’.
A connected development, . the
opening by Dr. Samuel Green of
the country’s first Medical School
at Manipay in 1848 using the Tamil
medium and publishing some ten
books on medicine and surgery in
Tamil translations, prompted the
opening of the Ceylon Medical
College in 1870. Yet another deve-
lopment, the opening of the Uduvil
Girls Boarding School in 1824, led
to many other Girls’ schools and
women coming into their own.

Other Christian schools came into
being fellowed by the establishment
of first rate Roman  Catholic
Schools and later, following . the
Buddhist and Hindu Revival, of
Buddhist and Hindu Institutions, and
still later of Muslim Colleges that
are all assets to the country. While
the Buddhist and Hindu Revivals
drew inspiration primarily from our
indigenous traditions and were in a
sense reactions to Christian Missino-
ary activity, the positive influence
of the educational system introduced
by the missionaries was evident in
the particular manifestation of the
ideology and missionary zeal of the
leaders of the revivil, the manner
of organization ' of their activity,
and in the institutions they founded.
Continued co-existence and co opera-
tion between these institutions and
Christian imstitution is attributable

44

~Sinhala ;

to the religious tolerance which is
a proud part of our cultural heritage.
Another pioneering service of the
Christian Missioparis=s was  tho
opening in 1912 of the country’s
first school for the Handicapped,
the Ceylon School for the Deaf
and the Blind.

Jaffna College,, the successor of the
Batticotta Seminary, and some of
the bigger schools in the Jaffna
Peninsula, Christian and Hindu, may
well claim that they have played a
key role in promoting Sri Lanka’s
national consciousness. Witness the
battle for Sinhala and Tamil as
media learning and civic life,
which (according to Prof. J. E. Jaya-
suriya) was fought by Tamil edu-
cationists helped in some measure
by English Missionaries like Rev.
A. G. Fraser, at a time when the
Sinhalese were prepared to do without
the battle for replacing

- British History by Ceylon and World
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History in the Curriculum: the
battle for the free access of Harijans,
to schools; And was it not a teacher
from Jaffna College and one from
St. John’s, Jaffna, who issued a
notice for the unfurling on Sinhala
and Tamil New Year’s Day, 1932,
on the Jaffna Esplanade of the
tricolour of saffron. red and green,
heralding the nation’s Independence-
to-be?

AT THE THRESHOLD OF INDEPEN-
DENCE AND THE YEARS AFTER

It was during the 40s, as the
country was hastening towards
Independence, °that the gates of

opportunity were opened to many
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. of 1969,

to whom they were so far closed.
The opening of a number of
Government Central Schools, the
provision of free education and
boarding scholarships, and the change
over of the medium of instruction
from English to Sinhala and Tamil
removed many road blocks, Two
measures which can be counted as
decolonisation in this field were the
dropping of the Cambridge School
Certificate and the London’ Matri=-
culation  Examinations and the

replacement of the London affiliated

University College, Colombo, by the
autopomous University  of Ceylon.
The Protestant Christian community
forming but one per cent of the
population but which had a 23%

enrolment in the University in its

first year, 1942, have had that

. percentage sharply reduced year by

year; it should be a cause for
satisfaction that opportunities of
education are now more evenly
shared. They should equally derive
comfort from the fact that their
schools are still able to send 2
substantial number of meritorious
candidates,  Christian and non-
Christian, into the Science based
faculties in the Universities. And
derive still more comfort from the
fact that they continue to ‘provide
a good part of the leadership in
all walks of life in our dear
motherland.

After the ‘take over’ of = Assisted
Schools by the ill-though out and
discriminatory pieces of legislation
1961, it is mainly the
bigger Christian Schools, that have

stood outside the State System and

thus affirmed that the freedom
of the school is the symbol of a
free society. That nearly all these
schools have representative Gover-
ning Bodies is a further token of

the same freedom. Though the
present Government has stepped
into assist some of them, a well-

thought out settlement has -yet to’
be worked out.

But, they and the whole nation
should be concerned with the grave
weaknesses that have shown up
these recent years. In the Eighties
of this Century, as we prepare for
the 21Ist century, the British Public
School model and ‘from school to

University’ model are no longer
valid, here or elsewhere. The
products of our instituticns may
find themselves unequal to the

society, lfestyle and labour market
of 2001, which as Malcolm Adi-

geshiah has said of India, will be
a heavily agriculture-based rural
economy. The utilitarian attitude

towards higher education and exami-
pations, with those parallel schools
called tutories, is a striking com-
mentary both on free education
and its goals!” Are our young just
in search/ of money and elitism
through that tangle of 'a triangle,
consisting of a ‘good’ school, a
+good’ ' marriage and a ‘big’ job?
Are not all our schools no more
than creaming off the country side,
to set thé faces of the pupils in
the direction of the Metropolitan
City, or cities beyond our shores?
It seems as if the ‘better’ educated
want to go West, if they cannot

“exploit their fellowmen in an exploi-
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 Pedagogy of the Oppressed,

. And what

tative society; the less educated to
go to West Asia, if they gannot
reach the Singapore-style F.T.Z.!
about the flight of
teachers now constituting a critical

brain drain for Sri Lanka and every .

school worth its name? What with
so much of non-schooling, drop—

outs, push-outs, a 100—pupil years -

to produce one complete O-levelite,
with the majority of even hterates
as non-readers,
schooling and education wasted?

Above all, as Paulo Freire, in his

urged, would we have a prophetic
vision of the new Society, liberated
by education, not enslaved by it?
An education that is a true peda-
gogy of the oppressed. Will all our
schools and our higher education
institutions serve for a new Exodus
in the last 2 decades of the Century?

THE ERA OF HUMAN RIGHTS.

It has been our privilege to livein
one of the great epochs in the
history of mankind. The cardinal
year 1948, which saw the birth of
Sri Lanka as an independent nation,
was about the time when a 1000
million humans in Asia and Africa
were freed from colonial servitude.

It was the year when organized

has-

is not most of our -

humanity committed itself in the

Universal Declaration of Human
Rights to wha. belongs to the essence
of man. It was also the year of
the death of Mahatma Gandbhi, who
bhad led the Indian movement for
liberation by a remarkable non-vio-

‘lent strategy which history had not

witnessed before;- he it was who

had also broken new ground by
going beyond the anciemt goal of
individual self - realization, = urging

~his countrymen to seek the- moral

regeneration of Indian society; it
was a simultaneous struggle, aloeit

non-violent against the foreign foe

and the barbarian within!! We may
regard as important postscripts to

the Declaration of Rights the chapters

.of Fundamental Rights inscribed in
many national Constitutions, the 1959

Declaration of the Rights of the Child,
the 1975 Declaration of Rights of Dis-
abled Persons,the two Covenants signed
by Sri Lanka this year and even such
documents as the International Co-

~ operative Alliance’s Vienna Statement
" of six Cooperative principles (1966)-

6.2

Indeed. mankind bas an obligation
everyvhere to test all institutions
and procedures in the light of these
documents. :

But, as Char'es Habib Malik of
Lebanon, one of the key persons
behind the drafting and adoption
cf the 1948 Declaration, says, **in
truth they found everywhere only
caricatures of humanity - men de-
prived of their material needs, Opp-
ressed by the ideas with which they
interpreted themselves and the world,
distorted by the arbitrary laws of
their governments, warped by the
customs and conventions of their
societies. diminished and disfigured
in their human stawure”. Malik
adds that there was an aspect of .
“imposing upon man his rights ",
which is a contradiction in terms!
“Men, cultures and nations. . must
first mature inwardly in the con-
sciousness of what belongs to them-
as human beings before governments



6.3

‘rities.

¢an pledge themselves in international
instruments . We deceive ourselves
and the truth is not in us if we
do not admit that Malik’s assess-
ment of humanity elsewhere is true
of us here. May be, the moral
leadership, unlike that of Gandhiji,
failed to build in the minds and
hearts of our people the national
ideal and any deep convictions about
human rights.

Witness our approach to Constitution
making whether in 1972 or 1978.
We  had before us the example of
India, with whom we share the
values of a great civilization. The
fathers of the Indian Constitution
first turned the Constituent Assembly
into an ‘‘India in microcosm *’ en-
suring that even the small minorities
were well represented, and then
applied with great effectiveness the

‘characteristic Tndian concepts of con-

sensus and accommodation. Several
fundamental rights were inscribed
for the special benefit of mino-
In our party —dominated
parliament, where under the mass
party system, a small group can
dispose of the will of the members
without even consulting  them - a
party - determined constitution was
adopted both in 1972 and 1978. In
a gystem of government which does
not provide for the participation of
the people in decision - making, what
room is there for the democratic
process to precede the legislative
process; let alone seek a consensus?
How could the functioning of poli-
tical institmtions help to create
political consciousness in the people
and the spirit of community? How

" couvld convictions

mature about
justice or liberty or eguality or

~fraternity or other human rights?

* How could the father-land be other

6.4

" the Education Act, 1944:

than caste, creed or race? Who will
condemn communal politics and,
sad to think, who will condemn
communal violence? And will the
readership imsist on a free press -
the listeners and the viewers an
independent audio - visual media, and
not least, the two million former:
Cooperators challenge their virtual
disfranchisement and the virtual dis-
bandment of a great people’s move-
ment, indeed part of an international
order?

What 'we are seeking through edu--
cation, its goals as well as  struct-
ures, is likewise, the enrichment of
national life in the expansion of
society rather than of the State. We do
well to get a clue from the British
answer to the question of the
distribution of power in education
in what R. A. Butler said about:
“It seeks
to create a synthesis between order
and liberty, local initiative
and npational direction, voluntary
agencies and the State, and the:
private life of the school and the
public life of the neighbourhood”..
As the Taylor Report, A new Part-.
nership for owmr Schools (HMSO,.
1977) puts it, there should be a
partnership in which each school
should have its own Governing
Body consisting of equal proportions
of teachers, parents, local people
and representatives of the education
suthority. From the English set up
and that of other democratic count-



ries, there shou'd be district coun-
~Is in charge of education district-
wise and a npational consultative
cowncil to advise the Minister on
policy. The Universal Declaration
as well as the practice of countries
like India, seeking ¢‘to promote
respect for human rights and free-
doms’’, and ;‘‘ enable all persons
to participate ecffectively in a free
society’’, guarantee the right of amy
section o citizens to establish and
direct educational institutions of
their choice, with equal State aid,
as well as the liberty of parents
to choose schools for their children.
Ccrtainly, the direction of education
by a group of officials sitting in
the metropolis goes counter to the
concept that education in a democracy
is determined not by the State, but
by the general will of the comm-
unity. It is indeed ironical that as
we recede from the year of Inde-
pendence we should have less and
less use for the machinery of
consultation. At the University level
too, it is incumbent on us to recap-
ture the ideal of university autonomy
operative during the first three
decades of the University of Ceylon
and recapture too our own authentic
aacient ideal of the freedom of

learning. We must also restore the
principle of ‘equal access’ enshrined

both in the Declaration aud in our:

own University Ordinasce of 1942
and restore too the ‘conscience
clause’ also enshrined in “the De-
claration and our own 1978 Cons-
titution as the first of the Funda-
mental Rights and. not least, restore
the ‘freedom of information and

ideas’ enshrined in Article 19, but
infringed with the Mass Media being

‘largely under government control
. and patronage. Alas! For discrimi-.

patory practices to enter the field
of education is to cut the very
ground under our feet, for in the

"words of a UN Report, ““Education
" lays the foundation of every single

form of the struggle against dis-
crimination in general™!

6'5.Turning to the positive role which

our education can play at this

_critical time, we may illustrate it by

highlighting some aspects of edu-
cation for national integration. First,

- the .multi-ethnic classroom  with
~ reasonable concentration of both

language groups, so as not to violate
the identity and self-esteem of either

group, can contribute to the evolution
of a harmonious multi-cultural multi-
ethnic society in Sri Lanka sensitive to
human rights and dignity. For, here
they learn each other through each oth-
er’s language and each other’s langu-
age through each other. Second, since
by the nature of the case, the number
of multi-ethnic schools will be limited,
the distance between different ethnic
groups and social classes and even
different regions, would be reduced

if senior pupils and school leavers
are eacouraged to live and workin

shramadana camps in different parts
of the country. Third, by a similar
token, one or two Universities con-
ceived as national universities, and
some post-graduate departments of
regional universities also so designed,
will help to bind the generations
together, when they come to share
‘a common intellectual estate™.
Fourth, ‘‘burn the books which



- model of teaching

" teach hatred, burn them all”’. The

movement for the mutual revision
of history books started with this
call of Anatole France at the end
of World War I. We too would
do well to re-write the History of
Sri Lanka as an integral nation -~
wide conception, discarding racial
myths and without elevating  spells
of fighting among adventurers into
national wars. On the other hand,
a trilingual anthology of sclections
from ancient and moderm writing
here, will help to convey the badly
needed message of reconciliation.
Lastly, neither nationhood nor sens-
itiveness to rights. and duties, can
be legislated for mor created under
duress. They have to be a perpetual
creation by education in the largest
sense and by an educative society
made up of all our institutions and
their modes of functioning.

CONCLUSION

It is a revolutioary new society
that was envisaged by the 1948

‘Declaration, and so our educational

system itself must undergo radical
change in goals, structures, and
modes of functioning in crder to
promote that social revolution. For
one thing, we have to discard buth

.the school model derived from the

British Public School and the tutory
that has come

. into vogue especially in the higher

. forms of all schools.

- miany years
" Declaration and pre - Independence

For another,
insistent these
pre-

the need has been
to replace the

Education Ordinance of .1939 ( with
subsequent amendments) by a modern

7.2
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. abroad.  The willingness

* munities,

“mon primary school,

Law of Education that will enshrine
our own educational model, based
on our own modecl of development,
If this measure is to be equal to
the challenges of our time, we must
first take a synoptie view of the vari-
ous constituents of a modern educati-
onal system at all levels, by means of

~a full - fledged Commission, consist-
ing of experts

in various fields,
including may b- some picked from
to think
deeply, and to change radically, is
the condition of our survival.

The school is a society of young
people more than it is a place of
instruction. There is no surer way
of carrying an entire nation ‘into
the era of human rights than by
planning its schools as model com-
designed  to initiate the
young in the art of community.
The Common or Neighbourhood
School concept implying that at the
primary stage all children in the
neighbourhood, irrespective of caste,
creed, community or social status,
should attend the same school will
not only help to weld them into
a good school community, but go
a long way to make the larger

‘community outside more of a com-

munity. Complementary to the com-
the School
Complex or a system of schools
for a larger area integrally linked
together will make both a social
and educational contribution to the
The special. educational needs

area.

-of the physically or mentally handi-
- capped should not be forgotten in

planning the Schoo!l Complex.
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From another angle,
~ Formal

development.

_internal school assessment,

the present
education, structured and
graded, must be modified too by
the assimilation of * schools-without-
walls’ or other avenues for Non-
formal education, especially for
school drop-outs and working adults
still for others the possibility of

- carrying further this ‘unfinished busi-

ness’ of schools. Thus, a school
co-operative or farm can be a point
of departure for Non-formal educat-
ion in which both senior pupils and
school leavers can jointly participate.
This society will habituate pupils
to the democratic process as well
as implant in their social philosophy
the Co-operative Ideal and the Deve-
lopment Ethic, both of value for
Yet, another powerful
instrument of formal and non-formal
.education, both for young students
and adults, is the provision of a
network of school and public libra-
ries, all linked together, and pro-
moting the reading habit, discussion

groups and other cultural activities.

The days of full scale, remote
External Examinations for schools
are pumbered. The shift must be to
super-
vised by expert officers from the
State Departmeént of Education,
and further checked by a modified
system of local external examina-
tions. Pupils must earn their places

75

‘economic

carly years of one’s life may be
grossly inadequate to meet the needs
of either a maturing person or a
rapidly changiog technological world.

We do well to heed the advice of
the Kothari Report, Education and
Nationql Development (1966) , that
the district should be the basic unit
for integrating education with socio-
development  planning.
The programmes for the reduction
of regional imbalances in educational
development will have to be pursued
side by side with the wider pro-
grammes for removing imbalances
in  socio-economic  dev:lopment.’
Democratic decentralisation on the
basis of a local-central partnership
will  make these programmes
meaningful. If five men sitting at
the Centre should not determine

~ educational policy and programmes,

neither should there be “directors
of education’ locally, but ‘education
officers’ to implement programmes
of the local authority ! Indeed
enlightened methods of educational
consultation and - administration
could be a significant contribution
to the art  of government itself.

76 One of the high priorities in edu-

in the world of work almost in the °

maoner they earn their places in
the ficld of games. At the same
time, the concept of life-long
education derives from the discovery
that a spell of schooling in the

11

cational change in Sri Lanka is the
need to raise the quality of teachers.
If the Human Rights Declaration
posits ‘equal access’ ," it must be to
‘equal education’ by international
standards, Much of the teaching
force in this country must be classed
as under-educated, especially after
the entry of thousands of teachers
by means of ‘chits’ in recent years
and the simuitaneous brain drain of



qualified tca‘chers‘at the other end. 7-7 Knowledge has never been so central

And long, far too long, have we
managed our education without a
large enough bedy of educationists
with higher degrees engaged in its
directiont and in research and writing.
It is now a matter of the utmost
urgency not merely to think of an
all-graduate profession at the secon-
dary level, but to have a core of
trained graduates of distinction to
teach Advanced Level classes and to

fill directive positions. in all schools

and in non-formal education centres.
One necessary condition will be the
payment of salaries adequate to
attract and retain a large number
of our brightest graduates in the
teaching profession and within Sri-
Lanka. The professional training of
teachers, some of them drawn from
other vocations, and Extension
Services of various kinds ‘will also
help. to improve standards,

&

. to national growth as it is today.

And in Boulding’s striking phrase-
—the need is for human beings to

. change their ways of thinking more

in the next -twenty-five years than
they have done in the 'previous
twenty-five thousand years. The
universities, the schools, research
institutions, learned bodies, cultural
institutes, book and periodical pub-
lications, and libraries form part of
the constellation of symbols that
constitute a country’s intellectual
system. It follows that where a
country lacks the elements of an
intellectual system, it loses the future!
The schools miss their full potentiail

_And its citizens cannot rise to the

height of the enjoyment of their
human rights and basic freedoms!:!

Papér presented at the Seminar on Human rights, Sri Lanka Foundation Institute,

Colombo December, 1980.

Freedom is the bread of life;

aspirations like freedom;

the idea of freedom,
being is lost.

NSNS SIS
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man exists for gigantic
freedom is the sole condition
of spiritual progress. All the people are marching and
journeying towards freedom - Omne should not give np
' because without freedom,
All beings without exception hear the
voice that calls them to freedom.

one's

Swami Vivekananda
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Simulation as a Medium of Communication

DR. A. KARUNANANDAN
B. 8c., M. A. (Ohio State) Ph. D. (Cey.)
Sentor Lecturer, Dept. of Education
University of Jaffna.

KNOWLEDGE AND ITS TRANSMISSION

What we call “knowledge’’ in our day
“to day life is only a working idea of our
environment and not a true disclosure of
"~ the pature of things. It changes from
time to time and from situation to
situation. For instance our “knowledge”
of the atom has been changing .conti-
nually ever since Leucippus first conceived
the idea. It has changed so much that
even the word ‘‘atom’” which means
ssindivisible’” has now become inappli-
cable as a title to the subject.

Knowledge, whether working or
otherwise, is an intaneible entity and
an account of its abstract nature. It
cannot be communicated direcily from
one to ano:her in the state in which
it exists as such. If we wish to com-
municate our knowledge to others we
must first reduce it to a physical process
because the pathways of learning are
found only in our sense organs and the
sens¢ organs in consequence of their
predetermined conditions will not func-
tion unless they are physically disturbed.
The technical aspects of this process by
which we make our knowledge
municable are referred to as “coding”

Coding

Coding can be classified into three
basic types, namely:

com-

1. Behavioural
2. Digital
3. Analogic.

1. - BEHAVIOURAL

Behavioural coding as the title implies
is based on the actions or behaviours
of the parties concerned. Most probably
this is the oldest form of communica-
tion and it is mainly confined to the
animal kingdom. Wagging of the tail
by the dog on meeting its master and
ruffling of the feathers by the birds at
the approach of an enemy are typical
examples of this system. Certain insects
and some animals too, have developed
a chemical process to exchange infor-
mation. This too falls under the category
of Behavioural coding.

2. DIGITAL CODING

Digital coding, presumably the most
common method of communication i

- built upon a series of ¢‘‘symbols” or

‘units’’. These symbols do not carry
any meaning by themselves. Informatior
is transmitted through a combination of
these units. These meaningful combina:
tion are called words or ‘‘digits”, and
they do not, as a rule, Dbear an)
relationship to ideas or things. They
are, as we might say ‘‘name-tags’ t
things and events.

26



Examples: 1. Alphabets

2. Numbers.

3. ANALOGIC CODING

In this system the medium of

communication bears a resemblance to .

the object or -idea it represents. From
time immemorial, nature has applied this
method tor the performance of some of
her tasks. For example, the seed of
the castor resembles a beetle. On account
of its deceptive colouration the seed is
picked up and carried away by predatory
bird. Later on realising its mistake the
bird drops the seed away and in the
process helps the plant to spread its
species. Analogic coding can be sub-
divided into three distinct categories:

(i) Actuality
(i) Imitation
(iii) Simulation.

(§) Actuality

Needless to say, actuality means:
true or real experiences. Here we. use
actual materials to communicate our
adeas about things and events to others.
For example if we wish to convey our
ideas about an ocean liner to'a learner,
we take him to the harbour and show

Bim an actual liner-if there is one. If

we wish to provide him with further
experience about the subject in question
we take him on board the ship.

(ii) Imitation

The term “‘Imitation®’ is used when
the medium of communication is a true
represcaniation of a thing or event which
bas a reality of its own. In -other
words *‘Imitation®’ is a true reproduc-
ticn of actuality* '

“is a 'model

(1ii) Simulation

“Simulation,” may be defined as a
“tangible representation of our ideas
about things and events*” This includes
such things as pictures, models, djoramas
etc. As a mafter of fact it inciades
practically all the materials which fall
under category of audio-visual aids.

Under certain circumstances even
intellectualization of problems are included
under simulation tehniques. The rescue

~operation carried out by the Israiles at
the Entebbe airport is a case in point

SIMULATION AS A UNIVERSAL METHOD

_ One of the factors which determine
the nature and quality of a given eveat
is the environment in which it exists,
If the environment changes it consti-
tutes in the reproduction of the event
concerned a circumstance which no longer
temains the same. - To say that our
environment remains constant is to say
that our celestial system is at a standstill.
Hereclitus presents this concept  very

tacitly as follows:-'

‘*The same person does not walk
into the same river twice for fresh
waters are ever flowing upon him’’ .
What is meant in  the above observa-
tions is that ‘’actuality’® because of its
constantly changing envirionment changes
its character trom moment to moment.
In other word. ‘*actuality’’ as such does
not excist. Peter Handke says the same-
thing differently as follows:

i . . . .
‘‘What scientists give out as reality
of reality expressed in
formulae a system of abstraction by

- which they communicate with one another.
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‘There is consequently no single reality,
but models of reality. It interests me
as writer, to discover the model of
reality which trenders humanity aud
communigation possible to the greatest
extent. What reality is 1 do neot presume
to say’’.

What appears as *reality” (or act-
uality) is only a simulation of what
has happened and.a simulation of what
is dencto happen in the next moment.

¥f ¢actuality”” does not exist the
question of it being a medium of com-
munication does not arise. From this
it follows that *‘Imitation™ also fails
to be
because according to our definition it
(imitation) is true representation of
“actuality”

Our first wish is that all men should be educated
not any ome individual,
a few nor even many, but all men together and singly,
rich and poor,
men and women in a word,
is to be born buman beings;
of the human race may become educated, men of all
ages, all conditions, both sexes and all nations...
as the whole world is a school for the whole of the
human race, from the beginning of time until the very
end, so the whele of his life
man from the cradle to the grave...
destined for learning, nor is man ngen other goals in

fully to full humanity ;

young and old,
birth,

life than in life itself.

a medium of communication:

According to historical records digital
coding is only a modification of analogic
coding because the orign of the alphabet
lies in picture-writing. Furthcr more
when we describe something in words
our intention is to create in the mind
of learner an “image’’ or a ‘‘simulant”
of the subject concerned.

From the point of view of evolution
these two methods, digital and analogic
are the two branches arising out of that
one common trunk, (Behavioural coding).
can be traced back te . mimicry
and mimicry is also a form of simula-
tion.

Thus it may be concluded that all
known methods of communication can
be explained interms of simulation
and all which can be newly formulated
can be similarly determined.

e ate el

nor
of high and lowly
all whose fate it
so that at last the whole
Just

is a school for every
Every age is

— Joha Amos Comenius [The Pampaedia] %
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“Philosophy is not written to move, but to assert,
‘to question, te analyse, to synthesize”

— Prof. Louis Arnaud Reid
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upon us as human beings”

1Basic Education is a process of learning through
doing. It is a tragedy of the first magnitude, that mi-
llions have ceased to use thelr hands. Nature is re-

venging -herself upon us with. terrible 7
waste of the gift she had bestowed

effect for

— Mahatma Ganﬂhi
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*,

in the self,

“There need be no break of continunity between
intuition and intellect. In moving from intellect to intuition,
we are not moving in the direction of unreason, but are
getting into the deepest rationality of which'human rature
‘is capable. In it we think more. profoundly, feel mdre
deeply ond see more truly. We see, feel, and become
‘in_ obedience to our whole nature and not simply meas-
ure things by the Ffragmentary standards of intellect. We
think with a certain totality or wholeness. Both intellect
“and intuition belong te the self. The two
and their activities are interdependent™

~— Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, ’

are synthesized

[An Idealist View of Life]
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““If you  are planning for one year, plant grain;
If you are planning qu ten years, plént trees:
If you are planning’ for a hundred years, plant men”

— A Chinese Proverb
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**What is a thing for?
precede knowledge...
has resulted from

tions so as to

What’s its use? Action must
Whatever
our activities, our efforts to survive.
Only t‘h_at which has been -organized
enable us to adapt our
our needs and to adapt our aimsand desires to the situa—

tions in ‘which we exist is really knowledge’

knowldge we possess

into our disposi-
envirenment to

— John Dewey
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