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Qgririps aertéfurs Haweons anw b
85 ue wryafémn s gesar peleroLioms

_SUuL.@F Funarag supsl &S Smad O

IrBudsen amsuld® opmGsfluydrerar,
FHIETrD, 85ssweglon, Cergsuussl

ppsiuma Bdessulp Aplursd &Po

B-2QupergLsw

9 gsdame, S ades, Snams,
pred QRuenfda aweriFfuyLsr QU
Gestd pres GoiGud g h e
awwiéfou ol LBl Quiarug Gpréa
sgsiss. Ugsadogulsr eemiss
Causgoms Cprigmsuie 256 Gusd
sl g, Opisees A HPdr eeris
Reow wapmend s @EGLT o sreew s
Capnarp@Pearpy. QurgaTs @erempe
Qeafu werdéfD Curisfldn Gpris
wale oor srag®h UHu HrGges
aor U pmp ewurEs OsraE@
SrCseiaehpBarergin @ers FaéSw
st gsrdasar uad  GuarGuogis Ly Bu
GusBuisd uawpmp TPSHE Qo
Qu ew@pe Helour aar HEiorealss
iy Gl D 51

(pid &memtiuL afld 0.

Quarisnduyd KHrFmap

sfouapeTer - QU &dr cg;‘(:cmam'rﬁ Querjeord prisaiisd dyes
Qo ars Ferrd sWHHsUIULE aUHHDI. Sreafisst LB D N
srafigsadr Gdrari. Dbss s pPld o _carspulddo Térp gD
t%gfaru'.r.*a’h—f@?]u_urm;i' malf ou b GisTar ey

sarn S s wirlld 4 orghsafld BLES 2755 Ipeaun&dr

eraflafupeiwellsr Ly QHrTLHS Quraps Spewullsr priseEsdoL
Sé Qussrast Uyeaddiuss shsalgwrar GHUIL 56 allgShwrs

(B. Mahendra - SLAAS Dec. 1977)

ubp{ijl&?mil

S pri & A CGpré @@L en
SisuarGLmil LI i & Gar
Llurapsl.
QurllgSear LIS EHRS ST

QuriLr®uio GuiwnsGearm )

U@ alsSwrewrar  pe pIaied
BarL  Bri&EheE
Quricrdws QujnisGar gt & BT @S
@afes GO GQuili uléd malGsEl U5 S
uphiser BaTL BILSEHES Apliurs Ul HMS SFETLULLET.

(N. K. B. Adikaram & K. Theivendrarajah - SLAAS Dec. 1977)
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“@eovamsdsas sallaGurmsr auarmssr’’ [§ 5 Hiosdr

MINERAL POTENTIALS OF CEVLON [ Special (Geology)

@5.@5} FPSBr596 Ao grsirer
RAdw  Sores  eang sriiger sl
Quirgielr eieTEsg%ry upd srd o85S
GUUS Aufuwr@gh. @) sall QurgL.
Fer mriigsr  oaBearny @ _mimafioy, L6
Caigy HCssar, Bsgar @usTweraremivlt
yaselier Qs Ewsfdarpar.. owm
QL s8e Qs Qwmash SefliBLr s
s6t, @erdaym @ S5O sSmemriii_
wrill rg, @)% seu@urm saild S,
Carmpr@spna@nd o bHpinss QEdriu@
Sdrper. Bo odrepi o hdE0 ST, o7
Fafl Hsib 2 uCGur8EsIuEesr ner. @)
sl Qurem s6r UHH  @és Ragale
aluFms SrriiGarts,

1. BusHons shsn (Gem Stones)

@war  Gasmstlesr  GserGuhE
L8 rir 5 Blusdrsefley Srew U@ & er mear.
@ & By, ‘Guebmgf&n_, @& dar,
verdGseren., goalds eredrayb G m

sofley @& Saréss Gsmear@in Goudusar,

G QupSerpear.,

Qer v g Dol gusirer, @rs
Sewss paclies 2ACpawreTeney i’ L iviresr
umsamsserrsah  (Pebbles) @svautd
(Illam) erew oy Qeredel@asrn wesse,
uger (Gravel) Qamawr. vRswmsseia
WL s HEMESTTSaND EmewrLIL@E) cr
pew. @dwid ercirgyb  U@sms el
(Lens) emgavonewsraayh, Qe 9
ad GsrLsen 2’ eor sylyeLwsT
SQID  ETewILIGED. - g SorsEs Bip
5'—50° WSS STemiL@LD.

SCrEwTer @0‘5 S}Gﬂi’eﬁe'mi) LIT 60561 63T
QSR 2 o'y Syupdsorer, QL L _guig

B. Se,

QULDTEN LI &L (Qu‘artz}'u@é;mse;m.{rgt.'n.
@m,@gr_m&r YW Loeisr &oofli 10 Lir 5L Semrer
{Rare Farth Minerals), B sl B b m
(Thorianite), Gsvanpmy (Thorite), sye
&whpy (Allanite), oS By (Baddelyite )
ereLIGTayih  STeWU@D. Ge GaurTio
ecualliigser (Tourmaline), &rew Hay
(Garnet), spSpsrisst  (Moonstone)
silliss g¥vu @rsRerispeer 5%
e prsfserngid  (Secondary  Origin).
WM USRGHMTE T e & ol Gir
(Crystalline Rocks) o gpijgserms 2 (15
ors, HPABHH Tl L@ssims
(Weathering) ey 9@ 4 5010GR i mar.

Heward SNavar oy myser, el Feir @ .

apiler uRsmssellsr aflurs o @R
Qea@arpar. afuls Ifeoar s am_sa,
Il L_aug euom&eir mer . EpBurs Samar
L eT S SréGEl i, sl GLmEs
Qaeflsofl gurib (Flood Plains) wugssy, (s
et Swer  @mBigeysermer  (Later
Deposits) apr 0@ R s per.

syss Glmufs) apmm (Mi:zfng Method):-

: . @) & Bewd &Hsetr ST ILED @

setilse Gflser Boraw U@ sar wpaib
el s sordGs Bsmewr@argey
uGElss pewr. @Qugensy; Ceshssoin e
Lerairii, emey smemi_Gofla e @
SHmehl &5 &G Jaam GTHS @SS
Garan® Qeainn'@ sgpayarser apaib
Lrgwho  gasfldansser g;a;,f_f)(au.'.'ur__'..
urgwnes SelLQurgladr (@gsDewd
SH&@Hd, B  epasmsaledr sl
Glun'@L‘__&@Lb)l ai?.sm_a_‘ﬂ@ya‘r QLM Bib.
Sereri  @rsfevispser  waseleyd
f$0sH&s I QF Corafssii@b.

I S0 T =
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Gakemsuie. Hdranpy @rsSaréshHacd &me i

- maflaGurgsr Gluw

(1)  ®mss0 (Corundum):-

Breruss @;ﬁ,@aﬁ:
Al O, —-——-—{mn'mﬁémh (Ruby)

NIENEH ST
Bpevib (Sapphire)

58 (Alexandrite)
mm@“:ﬂuw (Cat’s eye)

 gargweed (Tourmaline);- 486 CunGrr wvayifeafusms ReblaC s my
R,MR1(SI0, ), — { Rt

Ca2+ Fe?* Mg2* Mnp2+
APt Fe3* Crit,Mnst

Rl

(ii) Gufea (Beryl):- Be,AlLSi,0,,
(iii) @fGsm@uhe (Crysoberyl) SR s
(iv)  mBwe (Spinel):= MgAl,O,

(v) _

(vi) ermewmmgy (Garnet):-

(vii) Gergsen (Zircon):~ Zr8i0,

iii) waged (Quartz);- o

2. @mnfuut (Graphite):-

Qumrgearm gy F8ulé o.LCuwrRds s
s&a anfud gs@oenrsayth, saPaenm
seub  sTwpdrule velBgoal uTops
afir  mir en m & e (Veins), 19 ev oy & e
(Fissures) erewiiaumfley  &meoriLiBE e
par. premsit £ yBgow @sTi
Fib 3 g 4 G IEVOTE @BEsEh.
Qurgans @ @OHEL aewrsemd
(Narrow Zones) prmeardsni’ L mi&enmsd
STeIUGD. HSSWEW O G W K & 6N
Qursiars @.C0w — Q5. & yawg
e aBw — @s. @s8 Bassefle G gre i
Qapar. @Sswswu  salluGunmer
Qareir. waowmasr Cuensy HAs@s
ofiéy {Anticlinal Cores) SHowg yeafulws
&5 Hew @b WL rar I G Swner
Senyaer, Qangiiyssefles &smaw (o@D,
o0 P sefll@urml_aGer smifuwd gL 6
Ceifhg &mew LILBE.

@S w Lgaser @ekesuids G s
Cuhel usBsele srew L& per.
gpe@unrer  sgmsmseTToer Guraw,
Qasra@E EHT, SHLL_S6T HY@ib.

srfw greThstar el uirs oL S
2% (Blasting), emwydug @ pedu
S8 gsav (Pneumatic Drilling) ppevid sras
srifwud Quetul@ ogulear GuhHLpl

i { wehser Lig st (Citrine)

Qasie§ s (Amethyst)

IDE W grs@sdr ppevih G 7w BaugLy
LR&eT pew. @QE5E smlwdiser. Quer
8o, L sgemsser, o griiey BéR &,
yisums, Neramdiser, o e s
Seir  gurifss g.qun&}&asL‘.-u@Qcir,mm.

3. mwssy (Mica):-

KoL evwEsm  (Amber mica) e
we  QarrGsrewumay  (Phlogophite)
@sraw. Oflw Lyeser; UsajseaTTs
(Pockets), Qué@uwenydoy (Pegmattite) 45
eflé) BTeTRISETTS Iyde 5 Lief] s i em m
s@pL e GsTLTy®L wHTE Fawiy, WTE
s, ugdr Curarp @)L Aseld Qupl
LRSI par. SO S GUIT, LOT GIOTET ST
ueat ewdsr Gsreaw@n @i drser e,
Qewar Lssemisgine o v @ pew,
LRk STedL. T & Bl &ramILGD
QuagLenr Doideaflss  Gaadr evwdsm
ey wssGsreavanyy  (Muscovite)
Qoéded ng.

4. saluQuumsit weed  (Mineral Sands) -

@evLo8ew b my (I]menite},,@mnﬂrmﬂﬁy
(Monazite), srewpdp, CedsGamer, mrm
@ge (Rutile) erenuamar Qspflis sl
Qur@mer wanerarg sogGurrd usSa
eflstr g b papsmedr, SAss00 L GLrs
sor (Isolated Bays), swigsiuL sepy
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@er  (Raised Beaches) 2@wepid wig
s e wdeserrs (Placer Deposits) s
miee®  sraT U@t per. - Glever e
osulcr  UelldiGuume peeflear o puiss
aITE  @BrsSl, eur el & L@ & 5 s
(Weathering) mpeuth ef@alssin @, S
DpG, wpser, spdadr g aBS
gIF Graewli G, $58s veoyw sl
yasafles (Lagoons) wig ey myFler per. @evar
SOCurmsn Hinulgud vLmriss  Ligey
oub pri_sefley 2 arGer srewLLL L eT,
Usien @ear o uli &HWEEG 2L LIDDS
lev @GBS LUG OGS LI ST E S6 6
Baayn uewrer s Gsrlhurl @
seirann s SHGLTDS LejsiT EBBESS
SESETE  UTTHGODNES LIG&S senhs
ensaer  BEEIUGSer pew, @ear Gumes
amguryisefley erewiiu@d  Guomer
s nm U asefley smesrii @b, L{6b
Gur e ufey  umgerer salUGLTmL
aeir (Heavy Minerals) QarsQenmis seriiy
(Lagoon) @eflmhal Loewin & et biser e
HwELUL G Osrinsg srpder
Qo puri’e né sopsefie Gsflemn
Hleir ma .

@evwtamhim:-

Querweré @s8pb FeO.TiO, <yeib.
Bwioy, ws5Csaflu ererarhier g
ws®. SPy plpwrears. smpQuryiia
ofléd SremIU@Ld Spuiy wewsler pd
Sur seliGurmern@in. yaBuwrL_enr_sid
Weireuptd el @uir @ Ger smes iLGb.

@evsrhm = 75—80%
DT HEW T = 81239
G &Csmair = 8—=10% »
wsblewergpm = 2—3%

Goar gely CurBuwerey Qumerens iy
SrerILGi . _

@vindm p P e 55Csal

w s Ber of Hib 62—53%.
Cerdsin . Serewd srisndfciurss
apid; wE@sTenr i, @ewdwhHm erewr
uoa  SThsSswmen  GeDEs Sl
Q5L el 6805 5 5 LifgascL@E s per.
wpaedledy wéQerarombd Hdrer® @

waw ppith  QuUptiu@h. WL Gl
ugguile), -~ BrpsGareey ol gHe
8w @evinlw Houss Lig ey seir ST e LILIEID,
Elever  safilr 2D OIp S EIGed b S enTLy
Li(Bib.,

Qanlarpp Idomnd Csoaserss
2 LBwTRésLILEE6T 5.
() v s e ows swurhsse
() Bsrwedirerg G zmife

Glomsyrsmaay -

Gurer wEysdr Hpwrears. B e
erey 5511 SQsmif Hurl @ Csmllwuid i
&L & Qameire. 2L et FLOGY 151 & 617 T GuT
Eflud, @s80wib, epsarn 66 Ligy )
Mer QursCupay - Yem. erarGar &G &
Qaemlourl @ walQurgears o uGur
&Glg@mamib,

G B or e L eyseT G U g o S,
DEETUN, GHrwdy Gumerp Goo mmss
sogCurpiselieih wBwr’ e ufayib
arov L& per.  @eear G g GuHEl
umens QursBs smhmé sramseald
efevdnger (Lenses), aemgaar (Streaks),
waeser (Pockets) A& werp e CamSar
e,

- Qeaesddr Qurneramemngy Lngeid
sgmef  10% Ggmdwmr (Thoria — Tho,)
srem LD, EF DHs Gsrenene
o0 ugeysdr, @s8wred grerer Hmeurd
oull aTeyfi S8 smem LG e mer,

&wesHml, prhmgsy, Gaidssit:-

srampn- Qegdowrars. o grd
ey Qur@erms (Abrasives) » LQurRsss
L@th, -

Cerdser:- wanealpuwrers. Qsis
Carallub wossBer wpsei @b,

orpegai- Q& w ey § pworer g.
@ 55Csafluifle oraegedr wsell iy
Hib. ]

@hapsir b s HEary wewela Gar
Corgy H&smseiiss &newLiL@eb, &)eavn

D J4—
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(3]

mauiew QgerasomgCurgd Crra® amew H
Mo R &@PEpy. (Wsapd Qs
arer Ligoysst YDUTECsTLsnr_afd
G m&fer par.) miymeoge, Coifdsesr &
wenar (@evindwhHm Qs  wewreley
&ireew ILIGID .

TIR: T

sorule Lgoyserrs. $i@srapnlpe
Qi damaaaier rgeldamr - FTSsrar
T - Lo Sihents G @ msefld o g
Lrilerper. 98% HdlGasraildns Gsmevw
Lgi. Qursanrs owr @mby of 55
o gs QorarLg. saveyy s surfoda
st LR E D &l

5. smwmpmmoyass (Limesione):-

ppeir pf wpE&Bw Ifleyseir SmeTiiL@ib,

(i) <o we vy e &ar (Sedimentary
Deposits):- wirgpinsmemtd, e Guop
@5 sogCurg 95 Cs 5 & & ofl &
srevOu@b. F@uwisd swurdinia
LIWIGHT LH(RILD

(ii) vawrsD @iy & & @ by & & &
(Coralline Limestone):~ Gser Gum
G4 sopCurpsBe aflés@ar eray
iS58 SretIpid.

(iil) veflfed aaveybyssa (Marble):-
FOvss s suriillbg vuaTL@ss
QPTG ST, OTSS%T, LT
Gumer m @ misefley &memriLI@Lb.

@ gravanio B &l & 6O (@) LB} & 61

{ Dolomitic Limestone) @y sSerf, BIrs -

s, awwy, usér Cumep @ disaflea
&/ Guot LILH(BILD ;

6. mafamsv, wgsb (Feldspar, Quartz):-

Srw SeflGse), (& 67 i L 6 e
Qudmsuier L uTETL, SaEEYY S
@sriflsafl® LwsTu@b.  STw Selldsd
ae@angr  sayrle 5@ SrTewiiL@b.
Guif GuégLmr b ssels (Pepmatites)
Bwps Csmedmy. ST@ESEIU@D,  STW Ly
shiser, @rsbearyfise Ijeivenouleyerer
yeaere erayl 58 ayeTer LILS Bremm
sefleflgpBa QL pritsBLb. ;

7. @s50s5mis saflmst
(Industrial Clays ):-

Rover wpi&Ruinrer g pisefehr Qupse
Qeveflaef b, Lenpwr BDays Umenssa
Q, gormsefiar Sggeflaud, ueliigs
spsefish  arafloliu@s su L e g
seflayb  (Weathered Zones) wvgerors
2w _n6lé #nartiiPn. youHMir e
Qarifey o rQBumssspamiow GHaams
serrall ifldGaar.

(i) &Cunmsfisir (Kaoline):-

g srevions seafli@urger &Gumed
o h pficenr s Glamaini_ Qaveiréord: sofl SGth.
smase (Granite), Quégwerpry orer
warh e arafiviu@s s sulened e mh
Daysirer  soaflasevsiler @mB 9%ra
Q@uurperr@Eih,

AL LT G L i seir, Lswasmevallmer s
Moleyb, L ever, SL_srH, ysswems
S wapmle  Brinlsenmaeps  (Fillers) -
o UGuinBGsou@D. @sSw L eser,
Quirpesvsie  eray il Gevs& & b flujerer
@ebgpormer 8ny @eirmysenafe L Cuerer
& gty @ L o & afl @ (Swampy ground
between Laterite hillocks) sremiiu@is.
@eor seoriladghs 10—30° SipsSe
eldudenser, LBEMESRE, LIS GTITS HITcrLd
u@h. Qurgeind @ F 2 weTe
sefleflEme ap i ® GesE.

(i) euawLs) satl (Alluvial Clay):-

Beves HCpswras GmbL, wsatHuib
Qerew. a&aluburml edrs Osmesri
Bpepmiw sefwr@h. o s
seU@Qurm_ger, &GCGwhs  swmrllie
vwsTuGh. @evesr Quogiarer owidier
GETenLITeT SefGeTTElh. IgysTerwmer
D Houd Lidrer S s el o e g Gler
mar.

8. @mius sng (Iron Ore):-

Saruls) Srew @l LG EST 6T

ey Hmy (Hemarite) @dws Qareawrr  Sesr

ol SrEeurs  Sdwg @i o
(Limonite) Gumerm &L DUEHE G w

— e
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EGrpper sraysseler Qeiéosuns
(Spongy aggregates of hydrated ores)
Srawiu@n, @Noiky b, CsroHons G
Qewyyrmeir awaldar (Laterites) o & sear.
@eer  mewBhryen w, vellBiGmauHD,
Qum g amr s Qe wTeran s wWTEGD,
Gener  segarufe e (Surface Cappings)
g efaluadr, Usayger <2&wenal
Qe georsss B puisbp Seaflas
TS 2 el mEew mew . I F FL e Wk
asoflsn 2 s¥safley S g ol & My 4 efie
Quiw Bemhasarsens  sramLILIED
@evey sowgéGs Beperer  Lwmed meeisw
(ws8uwrs @miy Garesl.  sell
QUL et Sreswhp  eTe e Hen p&
Qarav  urespaeT) auTaliUu® S
envgullesr (8B G@ ur od%reysarns (Residual
Products) e paur&lst pev.

ety pmi- 50% 2Gwrst Gsmem

gl

Qe rrer srg (Laterite Ore):-
80—40% @y Gener_g).

pOgHpin’L. @wibiyssrs Qe
svawier GsenGiohEl UgHsafie ereml
uPw. @ee Uy sy Passe (Regional
Strike) swrfsrwrer uTempaafley 76w
U@, @oa sy e Cupel GrTps
whiisefley vaQarpenra (Magnetite) cug
aseh STeTLUED. @®ar gOFEGSED
70—500° Ups&Few, 520" syluTer
C UgeysenTs  &TawOL@Lh. Eea sy
B g ey &% p g (Calegranulite), e
esnmy (Quartzite), g epeiume paer
(Basic Rocks)  ereirison e eir  &meswld
LD,

25gL_60 Bpie wrsTew s Crm
i T8¢ sHCurgy Qo ys
srgel Herer Adisysdr LS DU WeTan i
&oir  BLITS G5B parTi.

9. wphm MBwasd (Peat):-

Qe wpsyrrolue aaybfll 5w

12 — 15 9y SuLUTewr BUASATTES
sme LL@ET mar, et R Tum @ L & efl e
Qb QurerT e, GO [ &5 [T 6B

QsrerL e grsel HEGH Lrel&semd .

10. Qs (Gofd) &

Gedmedar urespsefe  saps
Sieis enflweier v Qumse  srew iL@Rer
pgl. @5 Ounereflsr gnBser e
e @ (Alluvial), ugdser (Gravels)
P wesHofled mmem NP, e LCuwn §és 6
SES LI Oj&elT G Mih SmewliuL efddn,

11. 85is Gsmfipunt(, 2imwasr ppesi
&5 : '

(Radioactive and Rare Earth M ineraly):-

(1) Ganfwisrhmy (Thorianite):- < 758
9 @ars @emawi Limrner, S,
& BTG GULDT QT  LIGH GG ST TS ST st
L@b, | BT g6 &mesrLELh 18lweyth
urgorer salielumGerr@m. e m
Mlelr sk M58, eusdrsnin BT [T

ST, <Hrthd B SEe e
LR, @QuToduriusgie,  QuwsH
@umrey <Ry @)1 s aifl atr 85 (15 1 L

LR GemEFafle) LirTiomes & ol 1D 5L
SOTTE STowmiu@l. Boseybhp Carf
waw mm  @srewr Cuasgweng i o
Qe miselld srewliu@e, Gsmiu
&w;n;d)au 70—80% ThOz e ih, 12—30%
U,0; e il amemriiLi@ib.
(i) Gzremboy (Thorite):- @g Csrid
weBw Siladsniy @b, 50—-70%
Tho, Q&meiri ;gt;ﬁm_un'ﬂr, Lo @
el p seliQurgenr g, @ger@uwhE

Elovmenaulsir <3 b pyire sar, @y 5
Blowd s5H  LITe seir sTairLiay M fl vk,
uardbsren, Gaiellwemi_, T &

ST HGW @ _misaflé)  LensiLg & s
s@pLeir  (Smoky Quartz) QGerdsgm
QuégLoeny p midsal @ik &menr (B,

(iii) swlwpmy (Allanite):- 2% ThO,
@&, 20 2Cars gefliey (Sub-
_metallic lustre) o ei_w, (wemaln
& 87 s Qamf Huri_® sefliQummenr
@b,

12. sQusmgday (Apatite):-

@5 yCermrr  Suewgpm  [Fluor
Apatite - Ca,(Po,);F], @Cearri syuesyhm

e
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[

[Chlor Apatite - Ca;(Po,),Cl] @&ws
Qe saflU@ur@erm@d. okl mom
orgrEh. @eBmsuls STTSYTE®S
GG gerer  eLUTQe®  aau. Sl
srevULGRpE. @os BrD  Serss
aweley &rel QuraGubn e griserTs
e uBurRsswris. @) ser sengdmper s
b gopurgd. eala @sear LgGum
fss Caemww are; Wseh =jEsh
@d. erenCar Blslar (0% soyfssil
WH SN . STESIpHElL.  ESOTUS 565
QuraBubms wanHh suCLTRFswmd.
awsler aefivarL s SSsaae sru
of@rrlas® @mégomudsr Syuenr D n
LI ST S HED. ausie
FEwEYbL&E6 @HaHGwmiiar, Sy ner
G paei i, Gergud GOaTTeRg®
AEsGLTieT sorHper s@n.

Gae sy Quamsdear ©sDhEs
sorCunrgs8d o aeramar arayth @)L S
Bev smew @b Bei@uerifeir (serpentine)

e paciler Flasd ppeasPdsrear i
a&dar Gl@nem el Lasinds s, Curm sl
aarms yspuefue ey HLASS @
Bpg. Hése @Qmuuspsres GurHu
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Ilnaugural Address at Seminar on
Reginal Devolopment in Sri Lanka
on 26th Noy. 1977

For some years aftention has been
focussed on Regional  Economics i
under-developed countries; there  has
been a considerable growth of literature,
and ‘expression of views on the subject.

Today’s seminar organised by the
South Asian Studies Seminar and the
Ootru Organisation comes at an opportune
and crucial period in our history. The
theme is central to the development strategy.
In the subjects chosen for. discussion
today,there are a number of issues, a
number of problems which arise, and
for which answers will no doubt be
found in the course of discussion. The
strategy of development in the recent past
and which still persists is that rapid
economic growth could only take place if
there was central planning and control of
the economy as a process, percolating
from the tip downwards to the village
level. Beauracrats sifting in their office
prepared  blue prints and plans based
on their reading of text books, and other
documents, and transmitted their bright
ideas to the regional and district areas
for practical ‘application.

This system has not been a success,
and has not resulted in the improvement

of the quality of life for the people.

Economists and Sociologists in the United
MNations and outside that body are agreed

‘that in spite of all- efforts put in by

way of aid, financial and technological
expertise, channelled from f oreign countries,
the poor who form the large and substantial
majority of our population have become
poorer: the result is that they have on
the one hand become complacent and
increasingly dependent, and on  other

Justice.
T. Manickavasagar

become restive as their efforts are un-
fulfilled, and - comsequently lack the:
elementary necessities of life. There is

- however an awakening that this system is

out-moded and developing countries like
ours must accelerate their development
if existing standards of living are not

to worsen., There is now a re-thinking on

realistic lines, that whatever the process
it must involve the people whose need must
be satisfied. Ina democratic and socialist
society, a decentralised structure of govt.
alone will make it possible for the people
to participate, transmitting power to the
people rather than to the state. We'must
never lose sight of the obvious fact that -
in the last analyses, the policy of developing
a particular region aims at developing the
jot of the people in the area: the focus
is and must be on the people: the practical
measure therefore is to mobilise the
village community to tackle their respective

problems and participate in decisins that

affect them: seif-help and self reliance
should be the key orientation of the
process which recognises the people
an asset, bringing out their potential
and creative genius in shaping their

.development; it is an expression of faith

in their own ability: developing is not
a. case of borrowing that which is ready-
made -elsewhere, but should be built from
within, from grass root level which the
village needs to operate in keeping with
its own values and resources: what I
have in mind is the small village unit:
the workers in the village must plan out
their scheme, having in mind the sort of
development that would suit = their
expectations, their attitudes and their
aspirations; this is done by a dedicated
group in the village undertaking surveys
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of the development potential of the
particular region, One of the matters this
Seminar should examine is the formulation
of the plan and the different stages through
which it should be processed: this  type
of regionl development planning is the
major objective of economic policy in
some countries.

What I have said does mnot imply
that I exclude industrialisation in village
units: this foo should be an objective,
particularly small scale, and cottage
industries: this is a somewhat slow process

that could. involve Goverment direction
and policy.

But for a long time to come, agriculture
should be our chief source of development
at the village level: ours’is primarily an
agricultural counfry: where the major

economic base is agricultural production.

We have in our island vast land which has
not yet been cultivated and if developed
can provide vseful employment and harness
our food requirements: in any venture
dedicated self-help with perseverance and
will of the people is the key to success

T o ey
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Inaugural Address Delivered By K. C. Nithianantha

at the $eminar on

' “REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN SRI LANKA”
held at Ramanathan Hall Jaffna Campus University of SriLanka

. on 27th November, 1977,

The need for a re-appraisal of the
strategies of economic develupment on a
‘regional basis has arisen on account of
two factors, The first factor is the set-
ting up of the institution of a District

Minister, fo whom will be assigned the.

functions of economic development in
that particular region. The second factor
is the mandate given to the members of
the State Assembly who were elected
from the traditional North and East.
The mandate given to them is for the
creation of the State of Eelami, I would
avoid the political - issue but I cannot
refrain from saying that the demand for
Eelam is not a demand for separation
or divisiop of the country. It is really
a demand for the restoration to the
Tamil people of their traditional home-
land. At this Seminar which is essen-
tially confined to economic development,
I would try as best as I can to avoid
any political theorising. Nomne the . less,
the need te look at regional development
from a different angle has also arisen
as a co-result of the political change
that has brought in the personality of a
District Minister. The District Minister
is, in essence, the rcplacement of the
then Political Authority. It is also differ-
ent from the then District Political Autho-
rity. The then Political Authority was
an administrative creation. The District
Minister, however, is the creation by
legislation.

There is in the creation of the Dis-
trict Minister the concept of the elective
* principle. One of the conditions quali-

fying for appointment of the District
Minister is that the individual should
have been elected to the National State
Assembly. This being so, the obvious
course of action would be to appoint
the elected member to function as the
District Minister for that district. But
from indications available, this is not
going to be so. The Government has,
for good reasons or bad reasons,
decided not to appoint the elected member
of that district as theé District Minster
but to choose some other member of
State Assembly to be the Diitriet
Minister. This brings in®the concept of
nomination. The wisdom of nominating
a member of the State Assembly who
is not an elected member for that Dist-
rict is open to question. Such a disrict
Minister apparently will not have the
popular support of the people in that
District. He is alien to them. He would
be even unresponsive to the aspiration
to the ‘people and it would not be unreal
to anticipate that some of his decisions,
programmes or palns could be detrimental
to the people of the District. After all he
is answerable to State Assembly and to the
President who has nominated him s a
District Minister, His loyalty would
be to the governing party which has
appointed him as District Minister. In
this set-up it could well be that one of
the elected representatives from the South
could be appointed as a District Minister
in the North or in the East. Being loyal to
the party in power he wonld naturally
implement the policies of the party un-
mindful of the aspirations of the people
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of the District. Being beholden to the
President for his continued existence as
a District Minister, he would be subject
to the directions of the President and
circumscribed by the pelicy decisions of

the party in power. In such a context
particularly where or when aspirations and

objectives of the people do not coincide
with the objeécts of the party in power,
the District Minister wold be a source
of constant irritation to the people, This
would not happen if the Disirict Minister
is the elected representative of that district,
This representative, unlike the para-
chuted District Minister from a different
area, would be the reflection of the
image of fhe voters and the echo of
their voices. None would contest the
point of view that if the District Minister
scheme is to suceed, the District Minister
appointed should be the  elected
representative of the district and no one
elser, =

A District® Minister coming from an
outside area besides suffering from limi-
tations that he is divorced from the
aspirations of the people can be a source
of irritation. Being unresponsive to the
aspirations of the people he could function
in a new lukewarm fashion. He would
even act against the urges of the people
and at best play down or side - track
the requests of the people of the district.
This certainly is not conducive fo regional
economic development. Economic develop.
ment apart, it will not be conducive to
the development of the culture, the langu-
age, religion and other cognate matters
of vital concern to the people of the
district.

This set-up of the District Minister
does mot grant regional autonomy. Parli-
ment and the President have reserved for
themselves the right of vete. Any proposaj
which is ideally suited fos the distrie;
can be vetoed by the Parliment and the
President. Proposals emanating from the
District Minister are subject to resentment

by Parliment and the President. These
rights vested in the President and the

Parliment make a mockery of regional

autonomv and I would venture to add
that it is no advance from the District
Political Authority. set - up. It is only
in a set-up which confers regional auto-
nomy and freedom that the people can
refashion the political set - up, their social
and cultura patterns,  their econemic pers-
pectives, their rights to be masters of the
area and to appropriate the land, water,
raw materials, skills and manpower. In
the best interest of the people of the

‘regions, that would be an answer to the

present chaotic set- up prevailing in this
country. Without regional autonomy it
would be a case of confrontation "and
repeated occurence of the holocaust that
the Tamil people have been: subjecied
to. This institution of the Minister with
a limited power conferred on him, and
for reasons of his own survival, subject
1o the control of the political party in
power can give him, unlimited scope to
bring about the genocide of the Tamil
people. Genocide can be practised in a
number of ways and very often subtly
hidden from' public glare and public

notice. Economic development on a regional

basis can thrive only in a political set -up
where there is complete regional authority
and where there is freedom to the people
to develop their economy in - consonance
with their social objcctives. They should
be free from the limitations that are now
obtaining in regard to licensing and regi-
stering of ventures and securing of raw
materials required for industrial production.

'The District Minister set-up is
expecetd to replace the District Develop-
ment Councils that are now part of the
Provincial Administration. The District
Development Council is presided over by
Government Agents, Administrative Offic-
ers in the District, Répresentatives from
the M. P, C. 8. and seven members
nominated by the M. P. of the area
constitute the District Development Council,
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This Council” identifies projects, makes
feasibility reports and, after ' exhaustep
stedy, submits proposals to the Planning
Ministry. These proposals are imple-
mented only if the Planning Ministry
approves of them. The positiion is no
different under the District Minister set-
up. It iseven worse because the parach-
uted District Minister will not have the
motivation to deyelop the economy of the
region nor the initiative for it

The past experience of abandoning
the ' Concrete Works Section of the K. K§.
Cement factory, the starting of Cement
Factory at Puttalam and galle are classic
examples: The Galle factory is idle and
the Puttalam factory is producing infericur
quality of cement, the compressive strength

“of which is below B. S§. Standards. The

expansion of the Valaichenai Paper Mills
had been adandoned although the German
Developmetn Bank offerred DM 74 million
to implement the project. Yet at greafer
gost a faclory has now been- set up at
Embilipitiva. There were recently itwo
amazing advertisements: one was from the
Salt Corporation calling for tenders for
the export of sall; the other was from
the Paranthan Chemicals Corporation
calling foretenders for the import of caustic
gsoda. Why should not the activities of
Paranthan Chemicals Corporation  be
expanded to make full utilization of the
salt produced close by at Elephant Pass,

1f one makes a study of the economic

potentialities of the North and the East

it would be found that hitherto they have
been badly negplected areas. I would say

- that we have been deliberactly neglected

and that this neglect fits into the criniinal
planning of genocide against the Tamil

. people, We have the manpower, we have

the 'skills, = we have even some of
the raw materials. But at every turn, in
our attempts to develop the economy of
the regions, we have been thwaried by
the beaurocracy and the administrative

machinery that have calculated their actions.
in a partisan manner. The insistence on
registration of small industries, the
functions of the I. D, B. for approval
of the branch industries by the Ministry
of Industries and the starving of our
industries of the legitimate quota of raw
materials have_all acted to the detriment
of the development of the economy of
the Nothern and Eastern regions, There
is a rare rigidity enforced in respect of
the acceleration of the economy of the
North and the East whilst, in contrast,
there is shown a liberality for the otler
regions in the South. In fact, evea in
regard to” the siting of indusiries, the

aunthorities have refused registration of

licences to the industries in the North
or the East, but with facile ease they
approve the setting up of the indentical
industry if it were to be situated in the
Southern. regions.

This brings me to the general guestion
of whether in the farger interest of the
country and the pollution that has been
created by concenfration of a number of
industries, one should not, as a matter
of policy, give incentives to the entr.
preneurs to site industry away from the
already polluted areas. It would be the
correct thing to financially subsi-
dise industries set up in the rural areas
away from the congested areas. This would
mean even the grant of tax holidays for
industry set up in the rural areas,

Be it agriculture or ‘be it industry,
there should be an equalization in the
cost of inputs into the venture. An
agricultural venture, fishery venture and
an industrial venture set up in the
North or in the East has to bear the
additional financial cost because raw
materials and other items required for
these ventures can be purchased only at
a higher price. In fact even the price
of food-stuffs in the North and in the
Fast are higher than the prices of the
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same commodities in Colombo. A
system must be introduced whereby there
is equalisation in the cost of inputs.
Similarly, in regard to the marketing of
goods, the cost of tramsport etc. has to

be subsidised so as to enable the producer’

in the Nortlt and the East to offer his
products at competitive prices.

To eliminate the shortcomings that
I have refered to one of the pre-requisite
conditions is active government Suppor
for the development of the regional
economy. This could be done by the
setting up of goals of productivity,
targets of capital development and
guaranteed quota of raw materials required
for production. How this could be done
is another matter. There are two. ways:
one on the basis of population
and the other on the basis of area.
Norms have to be set up and these
norms have to be observed without any
discrimination between the North and
the South, The climate for economic
development' region-wise has to be
created, The steps and administrative
decisions taken and the policies enunciated
by the -government should create a
confidence for ecconomic development
on a regional basis, '

1 have so far dealt with the general
aspects of regional economic development.,
‘Speaking for' myself, ¥ am concerned
about the development of the economy
of the North and the East. It is because
our economy is undeveloped that we
have in the North and in the East a
large army of unemployed, Tt is for
employment that we have come 1o the
South, The fact that we are employed
in the South and that ‘too in dwindling
numbers has created envy among the
people in the South. It is not only
envy but hatred that prompted the people
of the South to murder, rape, loot, and

. the

burn persons. and establishments thrice
within our lifetime. These barbaric acts
would continue to repeat themselves as
the members of the Tamil community
seek employment, establish commercial
and industrial ventures im the South,
In 1958 and earlier, the communal

' disturbances took the form of violence

on persons and their extermination. In
1977 communal disturbances, the
beasts in human form not only tried to
exterminate the people but also sequestrated
their property. The economic development
of the North and the Eastis a challenge
to the Tamils. Regional development
should provide the means by which our
community will not be competing wi{h
the Southerners for the limited number
of jobs available. The economic develop-
ment of the North and the East must
generate employment prospects for the
unemployed youth of the area. It should
increase’ the social amenities, it should
create social integration and. re-adjustment
among the haves and the have-nots. It
should = be the means to cultural
upliftment.

The planners of regional development
should aim at smashing up the present
structure of socicty in the North and
East and to create a new society nearer
to our hearts desire. It should be a
society of peace, prosperity and plenty,
where eachl man will contribute according_
to his capabilities and receive '
society according to his means,

from

To create. this society it will be
necessary to know the parlous state in
which we are at the moment. Let
first examine the per capita income of
our peoples. From published figures
available the statistics in respect of per
capita income at 1963 Prices are given
below:

us
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Per. Capita Income at 1963 Prices

1963
Kandyan Sinhalese 53:0
Low-country Sinhalese T1+4
Ceylon Tamils 105-9
Indian Tamils 67:2
Moors & Malays 1072
Others 273+1

It would be noticed that up to 1973
during a ten-year period the per - capita
income has dropped by 28.42 in respect
of the Ceylon Tamils and 1:33 in
respect of the Indian Tamils. Between
1973 and 1977, though there was an

Average per eapita income

Average household per capita income

Average income per income received
Average household consumption

Average household consumption of food & drmk

Let us examine the position of housing in the
Statistics available disclose the following:-

exclusive of the Amparai District.

1:2.

1973 Difference
65+5 124+ 23+58
84+5 1-18+ 18+34
758 0:72 = 28+42
663 0-987— 133
N. A, s e
s, 2 S anp i S R A e S e
increase in the price of chillies and
o:;ions, I venture to think that the per—

capita income figures in respect of the

North and the East are also revealed:
They are -

Rs. 54.31

Rs. 302.00

Rs. 180.00

Rs. 330.00

Rs. 179.25

North and in the East

Housiug units
Occupancy rate
Number of rooms
Average floor area

247-451
36
225
93:01 Sq. ft.

No. Toilet facilities
Telephones available
Cookers '
Refrigerators

Sewing machines
Radios

641 %
0°4%
819 9,
0:7%
1946 %
834 %

The above figures would give you some
idea of the housing problems of the
North and the East which have to be
developed.

grave picture. One shudders to thijpk
what the community is going to do ip
regard to the generation of unemployment
prospects for the youth in the North and
the East. With all the financial resources

The figures of unemployment of available in the last Budget, financial
the North and the East present a very provision has been made for only one
— 3 —
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hundred thousand new jobs. In the North
and the East alone including the Amparai
District we already have a hundred and
eleven thousand unemployed. Small wonder
then, left with no alternative and utter
frustration the youth have becomethe

Unemployment 1970

" Jaffna 28,716
Vavuniya 1,649
Mannar 1,329
Trincomalee 6,526
Batticaloa 6,352

~ Amparai 8,722
Total 48,294

I prefer not to make .any
comments on these figures and
would leave it to our planmers of
regional development to provide
for employment within now and
1981 for a minimum of 211,000
tunemployed.

Employment prospects in the
State Sector and the Private Secs

recruiting centre for terrorist activities.
Though 1 deprecate the terrorist activities,
the youth cahnot be blamed for what
they are now. It is society that has to be
blamed. The figures of unemployment
given below would be shocking:

Unemployment 1976 Number of jobs

46,400 83,000
6,200 . 12,800
4,580 9,500

* 14,800 28,300

18,300 36,500

21,000 41,000

111,200 211,100

tor are fast diminishing for our
community. Standardisation in the
educational scheme, quotas on the
basis of population in regard to
employment are fast making us
all unemployed. There is no scope
for meritocracy in thiz country.
Figures of unemployed classified
under differemt heads is ag follows:

Professional °~ ... . 4.6 % Transport and

Administrators ... 1.6 % Communications ... 3.1-%
Clerical 2.2 % Services S o
Sales work R Craftsmen 19.0 %
Workers in Agriculture Unspecified e 0.3%

and Fisheries ... 54.1

At least one would have hoped that in
this context the state power would have
compensated us in some measure by
allowing our community to start industrial
~ projects in the North and in the Fast,
and thereby absorb into productive work
some of unemployed youth in the Norih
and dn the East. A peep into the
statistics of approved
gives the lic and only re-affirms the
inhuman discrimination that has been

industrial unity’

perpetrated against our community, Of
a totality of 3,430 industrial units
approved at the end of the year 1974,
the North and the East have - units
approved for the areas, The figures for
1977 are still not available, but it is
common knowledge that a large number
of industries sited in the Southern Tesions
wete approved between 1974 and 1977,
The statistics of approved industry are
as follows:

—
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Area - No.

2,264

Colombo District

Jaftfna . 138
Mannar "3
Vavuniya : 4
Batticaloa : 22
Amparai _ .' 14

. 1 do not wish to go on Iengthening
this dismal story of discrimination and
the mournful
presented to you. Up-to-date, statistics
are not available. The Tamil Refugees
Rehabilitation Organisation is embarking
on a comprehensive survey of consumer
patterns, There are many other fields of
activities which time does not permit me
to refer to. But amidst all these dark
clouds there is also a silver lining. I
have not been able to get all the
statistics but it undoutedly gratifies us
to know that about 1/3rd of rice produced
in this country comes from the North
and the East. 60% of the fish variety
by variety comes from the North and the
East, About 95% of the island’s production
of dried fish comes from the North and
the East; almost the entirety of subsi-
diary foodstuffs and 90% of the salt
produced in this country come from

statistics that T  have®

Percentage
66 %
40 %

. 009 %
011 %
0.64 o
041 %

North and the East, The acreage of
cultivated land is only 486,654 acres,

There is controversy “about the
diversion of the Mahaveli to the North,
With our production figures as they are,
the question arises whether our under-
ground “water resources are not sufficient
to keep production at this Ievel, The
diversion of the Mahaveli to the North
might bring within its wake state-aided
colonisation. We have had enough experi- -
ence of state-aided colonisation and we
would” have none of it any more. Water
for the cultivation of four hundred and
eighty six thousand acres of lands is

‘no problem. In fact the water that runs

off into the sea in the North and the
East is adequate enough to cultivate a
further 424,000 acres of paddy. The average
annual runoff is 1,000 acre feet is aS
follows:

North. East Coast and North of Mahaveli Ganga

and excluding it and including Kanagarayan Aru

1559-26

North of and including Aruvi Aru and including

Kalavalappu Aru
TOTAL
That is:

985-20

2544-46

2544.460 acre ft.

—d e
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At six acre feet per acre of paddy,
it will be possible to cualtivate
424,000 acres of paddy. We are
self - sufficient in-se-far as food
is concerned.

The regional development of
the economy of the North and the

‘Fast would have to cater to the
aspirations of the people residing
The breakdown of
the population in the North and

in these areas.

the Bast is as follows:=

Area All Races Ceylon Tamils Indian Tamils Ind. Moers Cey. Moors
Jaffna 704,350 648,642 24,581 »592 9,720
Mannar 77,882 89,751 13,602 1,846 19,032
Vayvuniya 95,536 58,819 14,191 - 984 6,381
Trincomalee 191,989 67,516 . 5,739 840 60,698
Batticaloa . 258,104 174,736 7,925 577 61,188
Amparai 272,790 60,152 3,769 1,158 123,935
Total 1,600,651 1,049,736 69,807 . 5,297 980,954
Sri Lanka . .

Total 12,711,143 1,415,567 119,536 99,416 824 291
Percentage
living in the
Northern & Eastern ' 3
Provinces 12.59 74.15 5.83 18.00 34.08

1 believe I have taxed your
patience beyond enduarance. I'shall
not abuse the kindness and in-
dulgence showen to me. I had
been thinking aloud with you, I
would wish to continue this think-
king further at least insofar as
. the direction in which we should
move, _and the type of enterprises
that we should have to start
Happily the participants of the
seminar today have been given
subjects that deal with
aspects of development and the

variots

experts that they'. are, we can

hope for a feast of knowledge and
expertise. I would not stand any
longer between the sumptious feast
and vourgelf.

I would conclude my remarks
by saying that hitherto for reason
of our own imactivity, for reason
of governmental acts, and above
all for the simple reason that we
as a community have not collecti-
vely addressed our minds to both

the political and the etonomic

PELY 7 i
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issues confronting us, are in this

unenviable plight. It gives us hope
and satisfaction that the community
has begtin to take a united and
a collective approach to study the
problems and to remedy the state
of affairs. We are living in a
momentous period of the history
of our community. We are at the
brink of a break from ancient
tradition, from .political COILCEPTJSJ
from social practices. Indeed. we
are on the vyerge of creating a
new . society. The challenge of

creating a new socsety has come

to us. We have mo alternative
but to meet the chliallenge. ILet
not posterity blame us. et mnot

our children and the children

‘unborn point their accusing finger

of scorn at us and say that at
a time of erisis our elders amd
our forbears had not the vision,
the fortitude, and the determination
to meet the challenge that they
had to face. - It is our duty to
pass to the next generation a
society based on social justice, on
equality of opportunity, a society
where fellow man Wwill not exvloit
fellow man, and a society
where every person can rise to
his fullest stature. I am reminded
of the words of a DPersian Poet
Omer Khkayam. I would parody
his words.

“Ah friends, if thou and 1 could conspire,

To grasp this sorry scheme of things entire,
Should not we shatter it to bits,

And remould it mearer to our heart’s desire,”’

THANK YOU.

‘ about 1/3rd of rice produced in this couﬁtry comes from thé
' North and the East. 60% of the fish wvariety by variety comes

from the North and the

East.

About 95% of the island’s

production of dried fish comes from the North and the FEast; !

almost the emtirety of subsidiary foodstuffs and 90%
salt produced in this country come from North and the East. ,

The cultivated

acreage of

of the

land 1s only 486,654 acres,
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SEMINAR ON REGIONAIL DEVELOPMENT | .

IN SRI LANKA - JAFFNA CAMPUS
Role of the Co-operative Movement in
Regional Development |

[ wish to start by repeating
the old dictum that ‘“Co-operation
is older than the Co-operative
Movement'. '

The History of the Co-operative
in Sri Lanka dates from about 1911,
when. an ordinance to provide for
the constitution and control of
the Co-operative Societies was
passed in the Iegislative Council.
This Act introduced Co-operation
as a system of economiec organisation
to Ceylon. The origins of the
movement in Ceylon are closely
linked with Credit Sccieties which
were originally set up with the
idea of assisting the small farmer.
The Credit Society phase of the
movement extends from 1911 to
1930 when a Co-operative Lepart-
ment was formed, and it originally
covered the period from the st
World. War to the great depression,
This phase witnessed the growth
of Credit Co-=operative Societies
with unlimited liability based on
the Rafiessen model. The Credit
Societies in the early days did
not confine their activities only

to credit. They were also instrumen=

tal in  supplying seed, manure,
agricultural implements and barbed
wire..

The second phase of the
movement extending from 1930 to
1942 was one of consolidation,
expansion an cautious expenment-
ation. Credit Societies mainly of
the Raifiessen type still dominated
the scene but secondary financial
institutions'like Co-operative Central
Banks and Banking Unions began
to make their appearance. During

this period, production marketing

and special type societies began
to function. The highlights of the
pericd up * to 1944 have been
neatly summed up by the Laidlaw
report as follews:

1. The establishment and the
Rafiessen system of rural
credit,

2. The development of Urban

Credit Societies and Thrift

Societies.

‘3. The establishment of Co-
operative Central Banking and
Banking Unions.

4, 'The establishment of super—
vising  Unions like the
N.D. C.F. Northern Division
Co-operative Federation.

5. The beginning of consumer
and agricultural marketing
societies.
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- be Imagined that there

6. The creation of the tradition
of Co-operative education of

members, and training of
departmental staff.
The third ophase of the

movement which lasted from 1942
to 1945 witnessed the remarkable
change i the pattern and orientation
of the Co—operative movement in
Ceylon. During this peri d the
credit- movement begins to take a
back seat while consumer stores
societies came to the fore, This
development was caused by the
situation prevailing in Sti Lanka
following the outbreak of the 2nd
World War. Desparate situations
called for desperate measures. In
the situation in which Ceylon
found itself in 1942 the niceties:
of orthodox Co-operatives could not
ossibly have been
observed. If Ceylon did not
experience the horrors of famine
and starvation as in Bengal, the
credit must surley go to Co-operative
consumer. movement which despite
largely unavoidable defects and
shortcomings  stood wup to its
demanding tasks immensely.

By 1945 the Co-operative Move-
ment had spread to every part of
the island. Though due to the
exigencies of war — time consumer
co-operative stores societies over-
shadowed the rest, it should nog
were ‘no
other types of Co-operatives at the

‘managed or very weak

scrupulously -

time. The next phase of the move—
ment extends from independence
to 1957. After the hectic expansion
of the war - time it saw the proli-
feration of the consumer move-
ment. There began a period of
stock taking. The Co-operative
department, conceutrated on the
congolidation of the consumer
movement. Weak units were encour-
aged to amalgamate with stronger
neighbouring units. The' department
set in motion a deliberate process
of rectification, reorganisation, amal-
gamation and lijuidation of mis-"
societies,
This period is noteworthy for the
establishment of Co-operative Agri
cultural ~ Production and  Sales
Societies following the Government’s
Food Production efforts,

Next to the econsumer drive
the establishment of Co - operative

~Agricultaral Production ' and Saleg.

Societies was the most significant
development of the period 1942
to 1957. The post- war history of
Co - operative movement up to (957
can be summed up as the phenomenal
expansion of consumer gocieties,
The establishment of C. A, P. §.
Sociatiea, the emergence of the
C. W. E., the setting up of the Co-
operative Federal Bank, the inaugu-
ration of the School of Co operation,
the formation of 1dealov1bal Unions
at District and National levels and
a number of nofeworthy ﬁevelop
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ments in  Fishery Co operatives,.
Small Industries and Coconut
Industry.’

1657 - the year which saw the
emergencce of Multipurpose Societies
is a watershed in the history of
Oo - operative Movement of Ceylon,
marking as it does the end of a
distinctive period and a mnew
- departure in Co - operative policy.
The then Minister of Agriculture
and Food, Mr. Philip Goonewardene
issued on lst July 1957 a very
significant policy directive defining
the Goverament’s attitude to Co -
operatives and indicating certain
structtiral changes in the movement.
Mincing no words, his directive
characteristically began thus ¢The
Co - operative movement in Ceylon

18 45 years old but unfortunately

it does not posses the stability
and maturity normally associated
with such long years of experience’.
He attributed this to two fundament-
al defects which had prevented
‘the growth of a virile and healthy
movement: faulty idealogy and
defective organisational structure.
He proposed to replace the various
types of soocieties by a single
Multi-purpose Co -o perative in each
village, the main funetions of which
organisation would embrace
all aspects of the Co - operative life
of the willage — credit, purchasing
and sale. Following the
Minister's directive the Co operative

life of the village were to be
credit, purchasing and sale. Following
the. Minister's directive the Co -
operative Department launched a
drive almost as spectacular as the
eonsumers secieties drive of. the
War years.

The next phase in the history
of the QCo-operative movement
began in 1970 and was charaoter-
ised by major structural changes
resulting in the formation of large
primary  secieties. A massive
reorganisation scheme was launched
aimed at amalgamating Multi-pur-
pose societies’ to form more eco-
nomically viable large primaries.
Similarly Fishery Co- operatives
were reorganised on the same
pattern as Maulti-purpose societies.
Another noteworthy feature’
of the post 1970 period is
the transformation of national level
Co - operative organisation into
National apexes. :

This, in short is the historical
background .of the Co-operative
movement in Sri Lanka.

A brief glance at the Co -
operative principles enuuciated by
the International Co-operative all-
iance would help to place thése
historical developments in perspag-
tive. These would also give an .
idea of the general objectives of ..
the Co-operative movement.
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Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



The 'six prineiples bri'éflj are:

l.  Open and vol untary membersh]p
2. Democratic control.

3. Limited interest on share capitals
4

. The distribution of
members equitably.

surplus  to

5. Co=operative education of mem-

bers, officers, employees and
general public, .
6. Co-operation ' with other Co -

operatives at local, national and
international levels.

If we look at the movement’s
present position the total number
of smocieties is. around = 8000, of
these 610 societies. are in the
Jaffna Division. These include 21
M. P. C. S8. with 443 branches,
7 Fishing secieties, 1 textile society,
19 Palm products Societies, 10
electoral development societies,
Credit societies, Hospital societies,
School Co - operative Societies, Dairy

Societies and various other = types
of Bocieties. :
The total turnover of M. P.

C. 88, in Jaffna for the period
8-1-75 to 31-12-75 was Rs
157,957,774/= The total turnover
of the Fishery Societies was Rs.
1,671,936/= The total turnover of
the Textiles Society was about 1.5
million. I have mentioned here the
total turnover of the more import-
ant, types of Societies. This goes
to show the level and volume of

the_ boards

economic activity in the village,
Statistics reveal that Co=operatives
are or chould serve as focal
points of growth. It has been
generally assumed and even expli=
cifly stated that the Co-operative
movement in the. North has been
more flourishing than in the other
parts of the island, This assumption
1 am affaid is not quite accurate
viewing the performance of the
Co operative movement in the past

few years. There is mo room for '

conmplaceney,

The Co-operative Societies are
not merely economic organtigaions
but they bave a'strong social and -

_mass character and therefore they

are-an important form of selfs
government in the village. Through
Co operatives could be achieved the
maximum  participation of the
farmer, small  industrialist, the
fisherman and the artisan in the
development of the village. = This
is possible because of the demo-
cratic nature of the Co-operative
organisation.

The consumer Co - operatives
have served as -an important -
economic link betweem the village
and the town. Unfortunately today
the M. P. C. 88. are essentially
consumer - oriented and tend to
neglect agricultural activities. This
is because agricultural interests
are not adequately represented ‘in
of management and
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consumer interests overshadow all
else, In my opinion if the Co-
operative movement is to contri-
bute to the development of agri-
culture in thiz region it Is time
that we set up specialised agri-
cultural Co - operatives in important
agricultural areas. What was
envisaged in the setting up of M,
P, C. B5..in 1957 was that this
would eventually lead to the for.
mation of the Co-operative village
in which the M. P. C. S. would
be the centre of all economic
activity. This ideal has not been
attained, This will not be attained
as long as the private sector and
the Uo-operative sector exist side
by side. Further, in the recent
years there had been an increasing
Governmental stress on the consumer
activities of the Co-operative and
on the Agricultural side the Co=
operatives merely paid out loans
and recovered them, sold fertilisers
agro -chemicals and the like. There
was very little marketlng of agri-
cultural produce.

There are 7 large primary
Fishery Co - operatives in the Jaffna
Division. At the moment in the
Yishery Co operatives there is no
marketing of fish. This i due to
several reasons.

1. The member's loyalty is still
more towards the mudalali be-
cause he is indebted to him.

2. The Co-operative has not got

the necessary facililies for

~eolleotion, storing and transport
of fish.

3. The traditional ~middlemen’s

role in the purchase and distrie
.bution of fish,

4. Lack of fishery harbour faci-
Lities and common landing
points which would facilitate

collections of fish by the Cos-2

operatives.

Be-mer fishing brings in plenty of

foreign exchange but from the Co-operative:

point of view, this is not a matter for
much rejoicing because in actual practice
this has tended to create a new clasg

of Mudalalies, who: are themselves

expoloiting the poor beche-de-mer fisher-
men and care a tuppence for Co-operative
principles. In the existing set up it has
been noted that due to nominated boards
there is very little relationship between
the management and the general member..
ship of fishermen Anoiher drawback in
the Co-operative Fishery set up is the
total absence of research. This applies
to the Agricultural sector too. If - the
Fishery Co-operatives are properly orga-
nised with more active and inteligent
participation of the members it could

prove to be a boon to development.

The other important type of socioty
is the Palm Products Society. The mam-
bership consists of the rural working
class-the tappers. This is a good exam-
ple of a society managed and run by the
increasing participation of the workers
themselves. Since 1974 these ' societies
have produced about 2.3 million Ibs, of
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