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Kovalan Kooththu is one of the traditione] folk
pleys staged in the Ceylon Tamil Village Festivals by
successive generztions. Today we are viewing the
foik d:ama of ‘' Kgvelan Kooththu®, as preserved in
its old cultur:] fozm, by the villagers of Malliyevali, 1
tha North-Ceylon District of Mullaitive.

Producer «  Aruna Scllathurai
Anszviysr — V. Subtamanim
(Traditional Director)

Siagers ~ 8. Vettivelu

Miss N. Thilagavethy
Miss K. Patasakthy

Actors :

Kimg Pandian —  N. Subramaniam
Queen Kapp y — K

Kgvalan ~— N. Kumarasamy
Minlster — K. Thunaisingham
Kanaski — A Balasundaram
Jewdller ~— M. Thanabalasingham
Jewsllar’s Doys — N. Slvasajah

N. Visayagamoorthy
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TAMIL FOLK PLAY IN VIDEQ - BY K.S. SIVAKUMARAN

ARUNA SELLATHURAI, who works for the Sri Lanka
Rupavahini Corporation as a News segment producer, is also an independent
researcher of folk plays in his region, which is referred to as Wanni. He
hails from Muliyawafai in the Mullaitivu district. Last year (1993) at the
Vavuniya district regional Sahithya festival, he read a valuable paper on

“The folk Plays (Koothu) of the Wanni region.’
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Unfortunately in Sri Lanka, most of Tamil scholars, critics and
others assume that the Jaffna district is the only source of Tamil culture.
This may be due to years long prejudices against other regions of Tamil
speaking people. This include the metropolis Colombo. Their outputs are
not much regarded or highlighted. For instance, some of them want to be
little the role of Swami Vipulananda as the first Tamil literary critic in Sri
Lanka. This saint-cum-scholar was born in Karaitivu in the Batticaloa
district and not in the Jaffna peninsula. Because of this looking down upon
talents and achievements of people from other regions, such people are
now actively doing whatever they can irrespective of recognition from the
prejudice entrenched northern scholars. For instance, the hill country Tamil

speaking people are now putting on record their own contributions to Tamil.
The same is true of the Muslims, who speak Tamil.

At the same time there were exceptions like the late
Prof.S.Vithiyananthan, who took active interest in promoting Vadamodi
Nattukoothu as practised in the Eastern province. This was also due to the
fact that this form of Koothu, was different from the Thenmodi Koothu,
prevalent in Jaffna. Whether people of the North accept or not, there is a
superiority complex borne out of ignorance of some scholars from the
Jaffna peninsula. Take for instance the fact that the Northern province
includes not only the Jaffna district, but also the districts of Mannar,
Vavuniya and Mullaitivu. But the irony is that the output of other districts
are dismissed, unless of course, there is a need to satisfy the vested interest.
Itis apity, but regardless of this peninsula attitude, richer cultures flourish.

Aruna Sellathurai, in fact, complains that Mounaguru, ironically
an academic hailing from Batticaloa, had given insignificant place to him
in his book on Sri Lankan folk drama. This is worth noting because the late
Prof. S.Vithiyananthan had recognized the uniqueness of the Mullaitivu

region folk plays as late as 1974, when Aruna Sellathurai presented it for
the Arts Council.
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This folk and modern playwright who is also an actor anq producer
has won many prizes at the drams festivals. He joined the SLBC in 1970 as
a Program Assistant and later was promoted as a pr(?ducer. On the radio he
has broadcast plays, features and had also been a relief announcejr. In 198‘1 ,
he had training in television productions in Germany afld also in 1984, in
Malaysia and Singapore. On the TV he presented a ser.les of programs on
the fine arts. He also encouraged and brought to light art1st§ who had' talents
in singing light songs. His telefilm Thiruppangle ?vas con51df:red a dlfferen:
type of TV presentation. He also produced within the studio a three - ac
telefilm titled Veedu.

His recent book titled Veedu explain in a scientific manne':r how
scripts should be written for the TV. He is also su'pplying',y two versmnslof
his script Veedu as a story and as a teleplay. Five radio plays are a s.o
included in this book. Although I have not listened to any of these rad{o
plays, I was astonished to find that he has taker.l unusual thf:mes for I:s
expression of progressive ideas. Even as a  written/ word it shows 't e
precision and attention to details which the author cares for. S? h?fe 1’s a
talented man whose forte remains unrecognized by headstrong ‘critics’.

His new production on video is called Velam Pa(.lufha Veeranga.n
(The woman warrior who made a tusker fall down). This is a folkpla'y‘ in
the Mullaitivu tradition. Students of Ramanathan College‘, Bamb.alapltlya
played the roles in the play. Despite a few shortcomings - in sound
reproduction for instance - it has a videoed choreography of some aspects
of folk theatre.

The connoisseurs of art and culture among the Tamil community
should patronize this video because it is a valuable document of folk art,
meant for the small screen, and it will be ideal for research and comment
by prospective scholars in Tamil studies.

The Observer
Monday May 9th 1994
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YELAMPADUTTA VEERANGANAI

“Velampadutta Veeranganai” is the tragic story of a village heroine who
tamed a wild elephant which roamed the villages of Kumulamunai, Alampil

Chemmalai and Athirayankodu in Mullaitivu and destroyed the agricultural
farms of the villagers.

Ariyaththai was the charming devoted wife of Vela Panikkan (the chief of
the Panikkans) who was in the service of the palace of the Vannia Chieftain
Sinna Vannian. Sinna Vannian ruled the villages of Adankapattu mentioned

above prior to the celebrated Pandara Vannian who died a martyr fighting
the Portuguese in the 17th century.

Sinna Vannian was a popular chieftain and the villagers complained to
him about the damages caused by the wild elephant. He summoned the
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Panikkans to audience and beckoned them to trap the wild elephant. The
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Panikkans who were assembled unanimously said that the valourous Vela
Panikkan was the ideal person to execute the Chieftain’s order. But the
solitary Neela Panikkan was provoked and became uneasy. There was a
reason behind his embittered behaviour. He proposed to marry Ariyaththai
before her marriage to Vela Panikkan but was turned down by her parents.
He harboured a revengeful instinct against Vela Panikkan and Ariyaththai
since their marriage through jealousy.

Neela Panikkan scoffed at the idea and ridiculed Vela Panikkan as a coward
and suggested Ariyaththai might successfully carry out the order and not
Vela Panikkan. There was venom in his suggestion. He believed that
Ariyaththai will get killed. Ariyaththai took it up as a challenge. She was
a virtuous and highly religious woman. Virtuosity is believed by Tamils to
spark super-human or divine powers as in the case of true devotion to God.
Kannagi is a well known case. She prayed before God with soul and spirit.
She set out to trap the wild elephant. Like a fond child, the elephant obeyed
her command and was brought to the Chieftain’s palace. The Chieftain
who was overjoyed not only at the capture of the elephant but also the
courage and divine power of Ariyaththai conferred the honourous title of
“Velampadutta Veeranganai” on her. Neela Panikkan became murderously
angered . He called his wife Neelakesari and decreed that she should poison
Ariyaththai to.death.”When Ariyaththai was taken in procession to honour
her, Neelakesari stealthily smeared poison on Ariyaththai’s jacket,
pretending to embrace her and praise her. Poison penetrated into her body
and after a struggle in pain Ariyaththai fell dead. Vela Panikkan who came
running on hearing this was shocked with grief and he collapsed and
died.This is a true story which has made Ariyaththai a folk heroine.

This story is enacted by the people of Mullaitivu as a folk drama even
today. One of the folk drama styles is Mullai modi. This drama is acted in
this style, and is set to the old folk form of stage presentation called Vadda-
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kalari. The script of the drama and lyrics were written by Ariyanpoikai
K.Sellathurai. The stage is, a éircular one with white canopy surrounded
by coconut oil lanterns placed over plantain palm trunks. This drama
selected by Ramanathan Hindu Ladies’ College, Colombo for the Drama

competition in 1993 Tamil Day celebrations won the first place. This is
directed by Aruna Sellathurai.

The cast is provided by the students of Ramanathan Hindu Ladies’ College.
Arudchelvy Amirthanathar as Ariyaththai, Janaki Sellathurai as Neelakesari,
Dhanalini Kathirgamanathan as Vela Panikkan, Dharmini
Kathirgamanathan as Neela Panikkan and Prasanthi Arunthavanathan as
Sinna Vannian did their part very well. The lyrics were sung by Subajini
Saravanabava and Dhushyanthi Navaratnam with contextual flavour. M.S.

Selvarajah on the Harmonium and Ratnam Ratnasingam on the Thabela
added vigour to the Drama.

The AVA establishment has artfully documented this as a 45 mts video
film. The introduction of the drama and the dramatic format is presented
by the many-faceted veteran artist and scholar Sillaiyoor Selvarajan. It is
perhaps the first of its type which helps to popularise and preserve the folk
story and the folk art. It should be in every home video library. It is an
eye-opener to those committed to folk culture. The producers must be
congratulated. Let us hope that more of this type will be released. It will
be ideal for Khomba Kankariya, Sokkari, Thovil and other dances too.

A. Theva- Rajan.
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UANE & FINCH)

GOETIT L 637

'RAGAPIRAVAGAM'

1. ‘SWARA MADHURI’:

By students of MR.B.K.CHANDRASHEKHAR

B.R. SUBBA RAO, CANDIDA DENNESTON, CHARLIE PRICE,
SUDEEP HAZRA, HAR] NATHAN PRAKASH, DARUSHINI NATHAN,
HARIHARAN SAHADEVAN, PRIYA BOSE. ROHIT PANKHANIA,
RAMANATH RAMANAN, THIRUK! U\(ARANTHXKLCHELVAM,
KAGHU NANDAKUMARA, RAVI RAMDAS
JAHATHESHWARI GANESHALINGAM,
MRS. MAHESH CHANDRASEGARAM
FRANCIS JAYAMANNE, T.A. PUSHPARAMH
8. SIVA, HARI THAMPU,UMMA T
RUPA MANIAN, HAMSA V] E?\KATAKNSHNAN

SUSHILA K. THURAL S.C.A DONGRE,
MRS. THIRUMOOLAN, VIDYA_PATIIMANABA IYER,
YASHOMAN THYAGARAIA, JAYASRI PILLAL

FLUTE: IRFAN SHAFI (STUD. OF CLIVE BELL)
TARLA: VISAKAN

2, ‘NARTHANA KOLAM";
8
M‘;!S. ANANDARANT BALENDRA

(STUDENTS OF BRENT TAMIL SCHOOL}
REKHA RAMANATHAN, THANUJA THANAPAL ASINGAM,
KIRUTHIKA PATHMANATHAN, VUITHA KIRITHARAN,
SR JANANI SRIKANTHAN, JANANAN SRIKANTHAN,
SUGANTHAN NAV;

INTERVAL

3. VIDEO CASSETTE LAUNCH:
By MRK.SITHAMPARANATHAN

ARUNA SELLADURAI'S * Vezham Padutha Veerankanai®
(Traditional Folk Play from Sri Lanka)

{
{ 4. VATHYA SANGAMAM:
Viotin MR B.K.CHANDRASHEKAR |
Flute- MR SJRFAN |

5. RAGAPRAVAGAM:
MR.M SATHIAMOORTHY

ARTISTES:

MR.M.SIVARAJ - MIRUDANGAM
MR S.SITHAMPARA - MORSING
MR.5.VISAKAN -TABLA

MR.A VAENTHEN - HARMONIYAM

COMPERE; ANANDARANI BALENDRA I
=—_————————————~ =
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Ggfley Gewiu @ surGerme), GgreassT déaTar 19960 gy s (\ésm s
o wii eflmgmenr "2 sworr” (Unda) afimgy aupiusin g

¥ Yet another Gold Award goes to a excellent radio
drama that reiterates the fact that good deeds will eventu-
ally be victorious. The UNDA ABHINANDANA Gold is
awarded to the writer of the drama “Nanthy Yudaiyaar™
......... Aruna Selladurai for the excellent Script.
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A.V.A .Presents CD 1

NANTHI UDAIYAR

Drama (Tamil)
(Duration 73mts. 35 Sec.)

Produced & Disecred by
Aruna Selladurai

ANVA Presents (D

NANTHI UDAIYAR %
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Anu A Sciladunai
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