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Message from Apostolic Nuncio
I am happy to join the prayer of praise and thanks
giving which the Holy Family Sisters, Jafina Province,
lare elevating to God, our loving and merciful Father,
{for all the heavenly blessings they have received
L%y during the One Hundred and Fifty Years of their
sy presence in Sri Lanka.Our thoughts go to the first six
Holy Family Sisters who arrived in Jaffna on 2" November 1862,
the very first women religious to come to the Island. Following the
example of their Founder Fr. Pierre Bienvenue Noailles, they dedicated
themselves to serve Christ, Our Lord, in all their brothers and sisters
without distinction of ethnicity, language, social status or religion.
We ask the Lord to reward the dedicated work of all the Sisters
of the Holy Family who have served in Sri Lanka during the past]
One Hundred and Fifty years and to continue to bless the Congrega
-tion with new vocations. [ gladly bestow on all the Sisters of the
Holy Family, through the intercession of Our Lady and of St. Joseph,
the Apostolic Blessing in the name of the Holy Father Pope
Benedict X VI, as a pledge of joy and peace in our Lord Jesus Christ.
Archbishop Joseph Spiteri
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Message from Bishop of Kandy

It is with great joy and gratitude to God Almighty that I send
this message to the souvenir being published to mark the 150" Annive
rsary of the arrival of the Sisters of the | loly Family of Bordeaux
to our country. We, in the diocese of Kandy, have been
blcssed by the presence and ministry ofthe Holy Family
sisters of the Jaffna Province for the past fifty years. It
is significant therefore, that in this year, we are also
celebrating the Golden Jubilee of the Convent in
Talawakelle, which is the first found ation in our diocese.
We are grateful the Lord and His servants, the Sisters, for their
dedicated missionary labours in St. Patrick’s School and the Parish of]
Talawakelle, and their loving service to the faithful in the parishes
of Mattakelle and Ragala. The Bishop, Clergy, Religious and
faithful of our diocese. join Sr. Provincial and the Sisters of the
Jaffna Province on this grace-filled occasion to thank and praise God,
Our Father and His Blessr:d Son, Jesus, Our Saviour, for all the
blessings they have received and through their life and mims@i'(
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numerous others over the past 150 years.
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Message frombishop of Colombo

_ It is my great pleasure to pen a few words of felicitation on the occasion of the
Holy Family Sisters of Jaffha Province completing 150 years of their presence and
service in Sri Lanka. It is very significant that you will have your triple goldcn Jubilee
[ celebration at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Jaffna, the same venue where the six Sisters were
recewed by the people of Jaffna in 1862. | recall with a sense of nostalgia how the Holy Family
sisters starting from Jaffna spread out to the Western, North Western and the other Provinces of
Sri Lanka serving specially the rural folk. God will bless you more and more for preserving
the simplicity and the commitment you have always had to serve the poor and the simple
people of good will. May God bless and reward you.

Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith

Message from Colombo Provincial

It gives me immense joy to write a message for the souvenir of the 150" Anniversary
fthe arrival of the Holy Family missionaries to Sri Lanka. This memorable
ay evokes in us feelings of great joy and gratitude to our pioneer missiona |
ies who courage and missionary zeal led them to Sri l.anka in 1862. The
greatest gift our founder received was to bear witness to the “Church as
3 Family. Therefore it is fitting as members of the PBN Family to revitalize
our Chdmm according to the changing times. We lovingly remember all the members of
our Family, who kept the flame of the Holy Family burning alive in this land, discerning
the right directions in the changing expanding times of our past. Now as we step into the
future while celebrating the land marks of our history, lct us open our eyes wide, to the new
world view to be led by compassionate love, into new spiritual depths. Let us read the signs
of the present time, and make a unified effort to heal our hurting land and sustain the wellbeing
of the entire universe. - Sr. Francisca Perera
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Message from Superior General
It is with joy and deep gratitude that [ write these
words for the souvenir booklet celebrating [

150 years of Holy Family presence in Sri

Lanka. As we celebrate this jubilee we |
do so with appreciation for the great and |
diverse contribution made by so many B
during these years. These [irst missionaries came
with a happy and generous spirit, open to responding

o the needs of the people at that time. They were

filled with the spirit of our Founder who was
inspired to found a Family. open to all vocations, called
to build a ‘new socicty’ where all are recognised

- as equals, children of God and brothers and sisters

 of one another. He described his vision in the form

- ofadream. He said: “In my dream the | loly Family

appeared to me a gigantic tree. On it were flowers

F- and fruits of all scasons. birds of all colours from

- all countrics. [ach bird had its own special song but

- atall times they formed on single voice in perfect

¢ harmony they seemed to sing: Glory to God alone”.

i A journey back to our origins and forward to today

¢ helps us to be more aware of where we came from and

“how we need 10 go forward in fidelity our Charism and

the need to responds to the new calls of today. May all

who are part of the celebration of this jubilee be inspired to

& promote a just society where unity in diversity is valued and

* where equality and the dignity of every person is respected.

- Sr. Margaret Muldoon
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