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News

World Library and Information Congress
(WLIC/IFLA)-2005

The Annual World Library and Information Congress organized by the International Federz?tlon of
Library Associations and Institutions was held this year in Oslo, Norway, from August 14-1 EI», 2005.
Around 4000 librarians from all parts of the world participated at this annual conference which was
ceremonially declared open by HRH the Queen of Norway. The keynote addres§ of the Inauguration
The Ceremony was delivered by the Minister of Culture and Religious Afairs of Norway.

Mr. M.S.U. Amarasiri the Director Generzl of the National L ibrary and Documentation Services Board
was invited by the organizers of WLIC/IFLA to deliver the plenary speech on the first day of the
conference. The session was well attencled and it was chaired by Ms. jacinta were, membejr of ‘Fhe
[FLA Governing Board. It could be noted that the highest honour conferred to a Sri Lankan librarian
inan IFLA Conference within the last seven decades is this opportunity of speaking in a p[enar}lf
session. Mr. Amarasiri delivered his plenary speech on the theme the Destruction of libraries in Sri
Lanka due to Tsunami disaster and the rebuilding process. At the erd of the session an award of
appreciation was presented to Mr. Amarasiri on behalf of IFLA.

Seminars and Workshops

World Book and Copyright Day I

rd -
To mark the World Book and Copyright Day which falls on 23 April, the Burzau of
Intellectual Property organized a seminar on 27" April 2005 at the National Library Auditorium.
The theme of the seminar was “Importence of Intellectual Property Law”.

NACLIS 2005

Sri Lanka Library Association in relation to its 45" AGM has organized a National Semi-
nar “NACLIS 2005”. It was held on the 29" June at the HARTI Auditorium, Colombo and eight
papers were presented at this seminar by LIS professionals. The mzin objective of this seminar
was to provide a forum to the library professionals and information providers to come together

and interact on subjects of mutual interest, leading to the professional development of the mem-
bers of the Association.

Seminar on International Standard Numbers

A Seminar on International Standard Numbers (ISBN, ISSN and ISMN), Barcode and
Cataloguing in Publication Data was conducted by the Publicatior and Book Development
Division of the NLDSB on 14" December 2005, at the NLDSB aud; torium. The main objzctive
of the seminar was to create an awareness on Standard N umbering System among publishers,
authors, writers, librarians and the general public, Nearly 40 participants participated at this seminar.
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International School Library Day ]

In relation to the International School Library Day which falls on 4" Monday in October,
the NLDSB organized a seminar for Teacher Librarians on 24® October 2005 at the NLDSB.
There were 62 participants at this seminar.

Training Programmes

Training on Organizing Knowledge

A two-day training programme cn Organization of Library Resources for School Librar-
ians in the Northeast Province was held from 20-21 October 2005 at the Medagama Maha
Vidyalaya, Dehiaththakandiya.

Another such programme for School Librarians in
Kalutara Zonal Education Division was held from 14-15 May
2005 at the NLDSB. Similar programme for School Librarians
in Horana Zonal Education Division toc was held from 09-10
September at the Zonal Education Office, Horana.

Training Programmes on IT

Training programme on Infommnon fedmolog) for the public librarians of the North
Central Province was held on 26" and 27" February 2005 at the University of Wayamba,
Kuliyapitiya. This training programme was jointly sponsored by the British Council and the
NLDSB. 35 librarians attended this training programme.

Library Management for Pirivena Library Sector

A four-day training programme on Library Management for Pirivena libraries in Uva
Province was held from 09-12 February 2005 at the Sri Piyarathana Vidyayathana Pirivena,
Weliyaya, Monaragala. This programme was jointly organized by the Pirivena Education Unit of
the Ministry of Education and the NLDSB.

Another three day training programme on Library Management for Pirivena Libraries in
Southern Province was held from 01-03 December 2005 at the Poorvarama Rajamaha Vihara
Siri Rewatha Pirivena, Veherahena, Matara. 64 Pirivena Librarians participated at this programme.

To mark the Pirivena Library Day in June, the NLDSB corducted a three day training
programme for Colombo District Pirivena Libraries. This programrme was held from 07-09 June
2005 at Dharma Keerthyarama Pirivena, Kollupitiya. 29 participants attended this programme.
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Conservation Programmes

Two training programmes on Conservation of library materials were conductcf at the
NLDSB for library assistants of public libraries from 02-04 March and 18-20 May 2005.

Training Programmes at Provincial Level

A three day training programme on Library Management for library assistants Of. pub.hc
libraries in the North Central Province was held from 22-24 July 2005 at the Youth Scrw(?e
Centre, Anuradhapura. The first day of this programme was an Evaluation Progr.amme for Public
Librarians and the following day training programme was held for Community Development
Officers of the North Central Province. This programme was jointly organized by the Local
Government Department of the North Central Province and the NLDSB.

A similar type of programme for the Uva Province was held from 24-26 A.ugust 2005 at
the Uva Management Development Training Centre, Palgahathenna, Passara. This programme
was jointly organized by the Local Government Department of the Uva Province and the NLDSB.

International Seminars and Workshops

Workshop on Preservation and Conservation

A workshop on Preservation and Conservatior of Library Materials was held at th'e
National Library of Thailand in Bangkok from 03-05 July 2005. Mrs. Nalani Mallawarachchi,
Deputy Director of the NLDSB participated at this workshop.

Conference of Directors of National Libraries in Asia and Qceania

The Conference of Directors of National Libraries in Asia anc Oceania and the Seminar
on the Leadership Development of Dirzctors of National Libraries were held from 24-27 May
2005 in Malaysia. Mr. M.S.U. Amarasiri, Director General of the National Library and
Documentation Centre participated at this conference.

Role of National Libraries in Knowledge Based Society

The International Conference on the Role of National Libraries in Knowledge Based
Society was held from 06-08 July 2005 at the Century Park Hetel in Bangkok, Thailand.
Mr.G.D.Amarasiri, Deputy Director of the NLDSB participated at this conference.

National Library Projects

National Library Digitization Project

The National Library has started its di gitization project with a view of providing wide
accessibility to its resources. A committee has been appointed to advise and assist on this project.
A digitization policy has already been crrafted and the necessary equipments are to be obtained
soon. As the first step, manuscripts of tte National Library Collecticn are to be digitized.
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Tsunami Children’s Publications Project

The NLDSB has launched the Tsunami Children’s Publications Assistance Project in July
2005. The objective of this project is to publish children’s books focused on children atfected by
Tsunami disaster. It is expected. througa this project, to develop the mental stability and positive
attitudes of the children and equip the to face the challenges of life so that they could attain the
expectations in life.

National Reading Month — October 2005

The inaugural ceremony of the National Reading Month 2005 was held on 12" October
2005 at the NLDSB. The Chief Guest on this occasion was Mr. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana,
Hon. Minister of Cultural Affairs and National Heritage. The NLDSB organized a seminar on
Reading Promotion on October 27, 2005 at the NLDSB Auditorium.

Other News

ew Computer Training Centre for NLLDSH

Anew Computer Training Centre at the NLLDSB for educational & training purposes was
declared open by Hon. Minister of C ultmal and National Heritage MVr. Vijitha Herath, ond Janu-
ary 2005. This unit is located on the 1" floor adjoining to the Education & Training Division.

Sri Lanka Library Association-45" Annual General Meeting

45" Annual General Meetin g of the SLLA was held on the3(™ June 2005 at the Sri Lanka
Foundation Institute. Colombo. The chief guest at the inaugural session was Hon. Geethanjana
Gunawardhane, Deputy Speaker, Parliament of Sri Lanka. Some senior members of the SLLA
namely Prof. Russell Bowden, Mrs. Swarna Jayathilake and Mr.M.B.M.Fairooz received the
SLLA fellowship.

Sri Lanka Library Association -Council 2005/2006

The following LIS professionals were appointed for the SLLA Council 2005/06

President — Ms. Deepali Thalagala
President Elect — Ms. Dilmani Warnasooriya
General Secretary -Ms. G.M.de Silva

Vice President - Mr. Anton Nallathamby
Treasurer Mr. L..R. Amarakoon
Education Officer — Ms. Padma Bandaranayake
Asst. Education Officer — Mr. W. Sunil

Asst. Secretary Ms. layanthi Weerathunge
Publication Officer Mr. J.S.K. Weerawardane

Info. and Pub. Rel. Officer ~Mr. K.G.S. Gunatillake
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spBurgisien  21Gps  WHSHSN axl(6h (6T aor
DM IO LI 1|8 & exfl et m ) Blep s suul Gertengy.
Qe Ugsnyw oaisefsr ussafisu &8
STLLULL Galenouny smaEswnrs oflerdas
(tpiguyo.

*Grrwimimma g, D(hhFHIeuDd  QFuiged WOHMILD
umyrioiflg &ed Qs'lugf;urn;lgsu'vtBurr@: gmuBLd
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*&Baaealsensbarar Lo samen @eve &lwig,
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* 9 FHHULSmEN IHUUTWiey G&Fulged

* sHlwTeIgId QUT(HES SO & HILOT 6T
SBEUVEMEN QOTmBIH QamaTeusid
Seumenm Caameuwirer Qgmledgm
2 FHHCuTHSHFT Seflld eupmiESeID.

¢ IHHEaEMen QsTLIymLW G Hmdled
UG EBT S6N 6 MMIe 0 &IT 6T SH60

* aHseaEMmen QsTLIYmLW GHmiPled
AU BTHT gnmEsTeaienTa aillsd

wHSBIUFL HTeOSMT LmISellL

Sargeant wpmio Harrison 60 2004 g0
pemnged GumOasmeteniul L syuiailer Uyasmyw
L} SN FJaL [HIVST Ml SlgliLenL
GswpurLienL.  Uerteumonm @Ml semio.

e auTLewL Gupurienew GQ&w uls
(sSiugrela Gw )FwmumL. 1ged
2_56|56.

e GBmmui QzmLrumen wLIBTGHe6T
umiGupmised ( Case conference)

* WHSHMILE mLLEIGEaD UMRG
UD DS (BBl WmDeryna
SEVHSHIMTUWITL 0BEHD 2 L LI({HLD)
(Clinical meetings including informal dis-
cussions)

* LM FHMNFL PFETL HSH60 6w e
aiflalmasd Geuimssd ( Clinical guide-
line development)

o Haad BxHFH60

e FaaEMmen WHUuTLIe] CFuiIge
Cremsuenw SilelmsFH Geuissd (Ser-
vice Promotion)

Gumeimerr 2 6T 6MLME G 66l 6(hd HH
STL L LU (H6T6ngI.

& auuy @OGHSTEID  Feu Ul a|sen
dahS HS STL BLO ofl & & 5160 Guwm
GUulLuuL Geten Qowmumr®seEns @LWw
Guwemed &SMUBZH0 WOHMID CUTEFST &6m 6l
uullp melld 8, GFwsi wemm d6HS HE
sTLLe&em (Demonstration) @umetmemesyLd
SiguumL QaFwmUTHHNTES 261616,

Sargeant wm mw Harrison ei(h® & &
st ulmae@w alssde ssae)  alleheprall

BHEHH G SHH6UND allEhEHTASH S BMmULS
Gurmew wWHS HIGLEF QeFwmum(sern
GaTLTurssyw Hevsw Sipfley RmEE Geueni(BLo.
@rBmlMmaml DMI_UBDEG BHUT @HeUN
Netup e gngw @@  ou W e ms e
2_6N6enHTH e sen  Gua)w 61k HS
SITL QU6 emmm . @ Heum & & 61 6U
alleh gpraflurad Beibg WLHSHM Ll
uullp Aepwii Qupme G&meien (WiQujw
et gLl Geum @EHeuT W(HS SHleudal
aieueTas Caingl HHeusd alehepTailums
vuindEum  wpyuh. SFled BB (WP DENU
prw fleiup flaireyw our  @m &
Gouiriule G siempuigid Gurglus ey
vWipdlemw Quolpes GauamiG. BmEG
seui  @bs @oewi G S pullig
Bllemisaleusbensd  HrlLBeusniiy @HUUGIL &
SIPLUSIL  D(HS Hi6U 61601 & &(HS ST 6T
SiBTeUE WHSSHuauL epidemiology sigrinienL
aTssHmeuww, o ulflwe yeateflallugsiluwesd
(Bio-statistics) GunerpauDenDUL SE6IED
(WwarTemicdHgauw GsTiiurs Wenld Gumed,
LHSHAUSH SHHELELBHMEN @AiD STLIQ
aIPEIGSHL (retrieving, synthesizing and present-
ing medical information) GumeimeumfleLd
Guralw mlyans Hiug sl Qupms s
G 6w 6vuT (HLD .

U Gaum BAGHBN® DHS HI6UdaLl
BT V&S G Sl 6 MUl e & mesr L LI L
Geaumun Basei (Differences in Clinical
Librarianship in Different Countries)

DS HINEL BT &HSHSHMSHDS0 Bl GuDId
SguiumL  eafll.uw o ([ & &6
@evadumassnen (Medical Literature) &rflwimen
wpemmuiled QEwmurliged FHUBSHSHIMBSWTGLD.
@s1  (peOld WS HUGmL BFMUBEHES S
60 60 G B (5 QBILAUTETTTES BGFemeu
WIHDINSHS WOHHSN sl BHTOSHS G
gngdlwon@d. alGsFLwrs WHSHN ol
BTLs Gsmeamiu Bl WeDUUuBH S
BIGSEMML  UTTS GOS8

20wiés maeslu @rreduwrag @&
Gaameusnrw Waaw G&L 1Y SIS0
dyGumraearoren  weopulled GCmrwmemHa @
HSHOID GQFUISHN  WOHOID DIGUT & METLI
Uy Twn & &L Qawm um®a el e
o GuraLluBaMNHS SIS EMQUSTS
D _6M6ng).
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@& om 6u & 61 WITPHMsSNGL UGS SLIUL (B
sDBuTg g Wsad elGaLImeT () S5HI6M
gL Haae smen afllgh epmen 1 glufle
APEIGSSgW  sewall  GaFuslliusm & e et
(Servers) GeamauQ@auiuyd = wiwlL MGFL
BILESSHIOIMIGmeN S QBTEULHID , LOHBSHIOS
Qewpur®HeEpLer  Fwwrer GEwourFHaeenen
BFOLWmPUUGSHIW Qsmfleogmi i Bluiled
aflGsL. OasL s sk smensd O&Tam L
BUTHENTS DIGUTHET  6ULH SHI6N 6116 .

allGFL1oms WHSHUFL  SH6VDH HIMT LML 60
BEH& G Fpswefliugear cpeow Us Geum)
gimmeari (Multi disciplinary) @ @p©@sun sriledr
DI &S HUT I 6UGH|L & & 1l W 1 &) 16
Qumps ST LT Soaisodamen Fiflwimer
Crraszla Saisenmed QuDMSCaTHE s
wdlng. mesdu BrrFfugdlsd GauiwiilL
Qpuiaseaflal  cpsOld WHS GO al g Bl
STOTMEISMEN  6i(HdGHw Burg LD (T & &i6u
gL prevsflear o sall psduwrears asaiug)
gomae Gamereniul {6 6mg. S| & a1 Lo
sflwnsey, SIMN&LTEaLW & [T LDT 637 LD
dhassCalemiiguw Gmpruwimentasenentl LK ML
Bxeaiailseflar Gurgy @z urflu  Denaisd
2 _gal GFunzTe GamsTaill UL (HETeng).
saflgid  surl Gupuriemsuuilar QuirmL G
WHSSHIN Fal HTOST (IPIPS STEVGEENHUILD
Geevallbasd HyBunsad Simma s
DTSR 6I(HSHHIS BTL L LILIL (H6ieNGIL 6l
(wpadwwrer Gprwmenisefled L G 66D
CENSHFHUSRT (PO WDHSHIN Fal HT60SH 6
Cursmauw wwuydawuw FsuuGss
(PRUd eTeiafd  a(BSHHIG STLLIUL [HETeng).
g S0wfés maedw @rrsduissea
eurL. Gupurienaussts BuUreugl WHSHIN Fnl
BTeaTal SLMOWEHEHET @I B BOTE
& mewnLi L& ma. el e @& slw
@yrefug gled Frsmgen  Gmmwimeni s earfla
Cprwl opflghseied oeuiseilar umsaflily
SLLIWIDTRIHEO6 aTauGiL 8l @ser sy
allGsL Gupruismen @arm  &TEILSD G0
LGS GFwisHEGY WL G Deui serfler

umiseflienu QuYms O&THEs & 6UaTSH H 60
QameremiiuL [Hereng).
Geored gEhaalled 2 _aiten GFLied eammul

sl wHFw Bleeowrd (Cedars Sinai
Medical Centre) 60l euradmiLa L aeme0E
& |p & LD (University of Washington),
adlarCGamalled o eien Basal & Tem
mausFw sremeo  (Cave country Hospital),

g s aurallefle o eien eu el mi L 6
LAY BENEVESIPE HAIHSIL  UTLFTEN60
(Washington University School of Medicine)
Guraim BmeuaimEGSailal WHSHIN Gl [HITVS
Gasmeuwimerg 1973, 1974 o5 oLl (b
s6lBB U oyybilbaiul B allLgl.

am  eriug@uefgiw Cimpl oieur &erfl s e
DhBGHIL Sal HIOGEIGMET pTOEIILSDE
SQLILEN_& STFILTSE BHHSOSHA  SPaHLd
SOOI BT ST L LI (Her eneol.

1. aasrery ugmofliys Gupeeaus sIMbsH
(Health Care Team )s&e0 Simi &S Heul
BEHEGID alGFLING M6 ST &EhHS G
CapemeauliuBG Was Fflumer S&e6160 b6
gflumen BUBGS e eflwrar GBI Sl
61 Pl (& 560 .

2. wHEGI Halp Seasmensd GxHW
wpemmenw (Information Seeking Behaviur)
SlgUueNLWTEs Oame B Deu & el
BTVESNSWD SEeusd Fomeruw siialmsSHl
GFUISH6V.

3. sargry ugmwfluys Guwelsd wL@mBSI6
gL mievaflel Unisefllureard (P slw
IIm &5 s 6lT seflal  umlIsafllys @ @SHHSTE
@& &6 Geuemi (HiD.

siguiuemLufled uri & @WBurad BB
Blemsvemwenw Grrs &l el WL UGS ST e
Quesmio 20w flés madlu @yreduisdled
Wiseyd eueniédd ®ewi(® euHBHTMSEH. ([BEIG
D(HS HltUsaL HTOB) 6T IO 616001 651 &
SHSSTOH iglasenalled waEseflenL Gu
Updlas QupmieTsig).

S0wfles gmadw @rrefwd wHod e
@yrsdluw eausuppled sHGury BFHS
61 6001 6001 B & (h & & 1 QT G ugm & enefl e
FOGUBS SU UL Geai enGumgito m& slw
@ITEAW S0 WHIHEIN ol HITEVEHH S DUl
sflgdligens QuImuiiba UTTEEWEUTE 2yTibL
&6V & &5l 60 @ i 6T 6001 601 & & ([h £5 60 &
Wil (F581F QFdus HQETIOTTO& TN DTS
EB®B Sler on . @evewi Lewi OB 60
Siemobgisien sullerd wmBSHuenauied (Guys
Hospital) @6l eistiemésmabsrarg sinlwpasd
Geuig emeaussiLlL Gurgid 1990 oy
Qb Geueny Sieng Qeupflagwrs  pe
dbBHHEF Gaede0 pKyuwaiedensv.
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goanafled SigliuemLulled wHBEHT EA®MBS
616001 601 & (H S HIB BT DHMEG SIRLLUML S
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Faguw Qalgssanoner HTvsTamen (GHigs
semi(p Gameteudlsd 2 eten  HAyww, Gumearm
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UURILLL  Blaeemwsamen Salliss  @sal
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wmae s afllehEnans Hled sl &laenen
SIQUIUML WITESEQETaN(H meudbdHlww QFulsed
statenid  (Evidence based) ereuiemia & @m HHlen
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RECENT CHANGES IN THE GENERAL
EDUCATION PARADIGM OF SRI LANKA

Pradeepa Wijetunge* and Prasanna Ranaweera**

ABSTRACT : General education is defined
by the Ministry of Education, Sri Lanka as
the formal education of children from pri-
mary to senior secondary stage ofjered
within the school system. In the early 1990s
several issues concerning general education
were identified by the stakeholders and the
National Education Commission was estab-
lished to advise the government on all edu-
cational issues. The commission prepared
the General Education Policy Reforms in
1996, and in 1997 a Presidential Task
Force was appointed to implement these
recommendations.

A key emphasis was laid by policy reforms
on teaching/learning paradigms of Sri
Lanka. Instead of the rote method and
teacher-centred learning towards an exam
oriented outcome, resource-based, student-
centred learning for life was highlighted.

Resource Based Learning is learning through
planned educational programmes that ac-
tively involve students in the effective use
of a wide range of appropriate print non
print and human resources. Resource-hased
education is recommended by the educators

in the global context in order to eliminate
the shortcomings of teacher-centred edu-
cation. Resource-based learning guides the
students to obtain information, and enable
them to develop independent learning skills
which are an essential prerequisite of life
long learning. Life Long Learning is from
pre-nursery to post-retirement - womb -to-
tomb learning. It is important because con-
tinuous learning is essential for survival in
a changing world.

lo achieve the expected outcome of these
educational programmes qualitative and
quantitative resources should be available.
The resources may bhe books, journals, au-
dio video materials, computer hardware and
software, diskettes & CDs, guest resource
personnel, community & parents, teachers,
student made creations elc.

This paper will discuss in detail the recent
general education reforms with a special
emphasis on the changes introduced to
teaching/learning paradigms.

Key words: Education-Sri Lanka, Student
centred learning, Life long learning, Re-
source Based learning

1. Current School Education system of Sri Lanka
Figure 1 — Current School Education System

Figure | School System
Compulsmgiic Education Tertiary Level
/" A ‘ \ ___._A_.__._.\
/\JUHIOY Secondary® Seninr /_\ Collegiate (\ iE
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2 eV . ] 5 J %
A i A A i A 3 & (3-4 years)
e |25 i L (— = Y I Science 7
Grade 12345—p|2 #1367 89— 10 11| & |2 13— Ay —N 3 \ ,
': = Commerce <
= ool | = | [National Colleges of]
& U Technical (‘ollegesJ ; Education (NCOE)
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9, 2 o2 vas |8

Source: Ministry of Education (2004)
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The above figure depicts the current school edu-
cation system of Sri Lanka. Grades 1-5 is
known as primary education and grades 6-9 is
known as junior secondary education. These are
the stages of compulsory basic education.
Grades 10-11 are senior secondary level while
grades 12-13 are known as collegiate level.

Sri Lankan education system is characterized
by 3 National Examinations conducted by the
Department of Examinations:

* Grade 5 Scholarship Examination,

* General Certificate of Education (Ordinary
Level ) examination, and
* General Certificate of Education (Advanced

Level) examination. (Ministry of Education
2004).

Sri Lankan Schools are classified into 4

types:

* Type 1AB schools with classes up to grade
13 including A’ Level Science Strearn;

* Type 1C schools with classes up to grade 13
but without A’ Level science stream;

* Type 2 schools with classes up to grade 11
and

* Type 3 schools with classes up to grade 5.

In 2002 there were 9,829 government schools,
561 Pirivenas and 66 Private schools (Registered
before 1960) in Sri Lanka. Government schools
consist of 320 National schools managed by the
MOE and 9,509 Provincial schools, mana ged by
the Provincial Councils.

In addition to the Government Schools, there are
33 non-fee-levying government assisted Private
Schools and 33 fee levying autonomous Private
Schools. There is another category of E nglish
Medium International Schools approved and reg-
istered by the Board of Investments, Sri |Lanka.
The number of international schools which are not
controlled by the MOE has increased recently in
urban areas. In 2002 there were 4,027,075 stu-
dents and 186,999 teachers in 9,829 government

schools.

Sri Lanka recognizes education as a universal hu-
man right, in conformity with the Charter of the
United Nations. Sri Lanka also has endorsed the
UN convention on the Rights of the Child and
sanctionzd the World Declaration on “Education
for all” which seeks 1 universalise elementary edu-
cation. Eradication cf illiteracy is a guiding princi-
pal of the state policy and universal free education
has been in practice in Sri Lanka since 1945 asa
result of this policy.

However an objective analysis of the achievements
of the past six decades indicated that the results
are unassuming. Didactic teaching and rote method
of learning characterized the education system of
Sri Lanka. Acquiring knowledge, skills ard atti-
tudes necessary for successful living is not zccen-
tuated. Studies have: indicated that the efficiency
of present education system is at a low level. Out-
put has failed to fit into the work opportunities that
are available. There is a significant mismatch be-
tween education and employment. (National Edu-
cation Commission. 1997).

The failure of the output from the education sys-
tem to fit into the work opportunities available in
the country and their unrealistic ambitions in look-
ing for white-collar employment has resulted in high
levels of unemployment and under-employment
among the educated youth.

This condition worsened when the government
policy changed from state sector dominated
economy to a privat: sector dominated economy.
This change of policy shifted the employment op-
portunities from the state sector to private sector.

The qualities and attributes that are most sought
after by the present labour market, other thar book
knowlecge are versatility and adaptability, confi-
dence to face challenges, a positive work ethics,
productivity and discipline, leadership anc team
work and most impertantly communication skills.
These qualities, the prerequisites of the knowledge
society are reported (o be lacking in many stu-
dents who complete the current educational
programmes. (Central Bank of Sri Lanka, 2001)
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2. Education policy reforms

In 1991, National Education Commission was
constituted with the mandate of advising the
government on overall education policy cover-
ing all aspects of education. Commission con-
ducted detailed studies on a variety of as-

pects of education and produced a series of
documents;

» Final report of the commission - 1992

* An action oriented strategy towardsa
national education policy -1995

* National policy on general education -
1996

» National policy on university education -1996

« National policy on technical and vocational
education - 1996

National Education Commission identified a set
of overall National Goals and also prepared a list
of Educationally Relevant Goals, which are
derivatives of these overall national goals. It also
has identified a set of basic competencies, which
are essential for the attainment of educationally
relevant goals. These basic competencies zre;

« Competencies in communication
» Literacy
*  Numeracy
»  Graphics
« Competencies relating to the environment
e Social environment
» Biological environment
» Physical environment
» Competencies relating to ethics and religion
« Competencies in play and use of leisure

» Competencies in learning to learn (National
Education Commission, 1995)

Three levels of achievement of these
competencies have been identified as follows:

Level One
 Limited awareness, implicit simple knowl
edge

» Some commitment as yet insecure
e  Simple skill repartoires executed hesitantly
and error prone.

Level Two
» Greater awareness, larger significant
knowledge areas

» Enhanced commitment, more stable and
secure

» The skill repertcires are executed more con
fidently and accurately with greater or less
discrimination.

Level Three

«  Awareness linked with large knowledge sets

« Commitment tc oneself and society are se
cured and established

» The set of skill repertoires is adaptively
routinised and one could extend them to re

fine the skill repertoires. (National Educa
tion Commission, 1995)

“ An action oriented sirategy towards a national
education policy” (National Education
Commission, 1995) presented the following five
significant policy areas, which fall within the gen-
eral education, which covers the school
education system from primary to senior sec-
ondary level;

 Extending educational opportunities

« Improving the quality of education

« Developing practical and technical skills
+ Education and training of teachers

« Management of resource provision.

When this document was submitted to the Presi-
dent, a presidential task force was appointed
to implement the policy recommendaticns in
1996. and 1997 was declared as the * Year of
Education Reforms™ . While the “Action oriented
strategy towards a national education policy”
dealt with the general education of the country,
similar documents were prepared for higher
educaticn and technical and vocational
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education by two other groups of experts and
similar task forces were appointed for the
implementation of the recommendations.

National Education Commission undertook a
major sectoral review on general education in
Sri Lanka againin 2002 witha view to as
certaining its current status and to plan
another phase in national education policy
reforms. There were three major components
of this study;

* The situation analysis of the important as
pects of general education
* Evaluation of the effectiveness of the

implementation of reforms intro

duced in 1998 and

* Public consultation to obtain views and pro
posals from the general public, institutions
and organizations. (National Education
Commission, 2004).

This study while endorsing most of the policy
reforms implemented, made several suggestions
to improve the quality of education further. Na-
tional Education Research and Evaluation Cen-
tre (NEREC) of University of Colombo too has
carried out several studies from 2002 to 2004,
relevant to the implementation of policy reforms,

In the most recent publication on the Sri I ankan
education system by the World Bank (World
Bank 2005), all the above studies are
synthesised and the future path to be taken by
the Sri Lankan education authorities is spelt out.
Basically the original policy reforms are en-
dorsed while some analyses are provided for
the failure of slow implementation of some re-
forms.

In order to implement the policy recommenda-
tions, government of Sri Lanka sought aid from
foreign missions and the World Bank provided
credit for two major projects; General Educa-
tion Project (GEP) first and second phases and
the Teacher Education and Teacher Deployment
(TETD) Project. These projects will be briefly
discussed in a later section.

3. Changes in the education paradigm

The following sections will describe the key
changes in the education paradigm of Sri Lanka,
brought about by the policy reforms.

3.1 Life Long Learning

Workplaces no longer provide a permanent job in
one place. Information age workers are expected
to fitin to a constantly changing work environ-
ment in which the nature of the jobs is constantly
changing. Novices as well as experts are con-
fronted with complex tasks for which they have to
acquire new knowledge. “Beyond the basic skills
of reading, writing, and arithmetic, the citizen/
worker of the twenty-first century needs coraplex
analytical skills. The technological tools of the In-
formation Age-compuiter networks, telecornmu-
nications systems, a1d databases have put an un-
precedented volume ofinformation at our finger-
tips. Yet how aware are we of what is available,
when to use it, ancl how to find out about it?
(Hancock, 1993).

Those who cannot or will not acquire this new
knowledge so that they can adapt to the changing
work and social environments, will gradually per-
ish. A country as a whole, which does not
recognise this need for continuous learning of its
citizens, will be a failed nation.

The challenge every country has to face is how to
become alearning society and ensure that its” citi-
zens have opportunities to gain new knowledge.
Economies and socizties are increasingly knowl-
edge based and every citizen should be encour-
aged to continue learning throughout their lives,
not just in the school. (G8, 1999).

Education systems and institutions must take seri-
ously the challenges of' the Information Age. This
includes restructuring the learning process to re-
flect the use of inforrriation in the real world, chang-
ing the role of the teacher from presenter of pre-
fabricated facts to facilitator of active learning, and
including the library/media specialist as a collabo-
rator in curriculum planning for effective use of in-
formation resources. (Hancock, 1 993)
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3.2 Student Centred Learning

“Student-centred learning is where students work
in both groups and individually to explore prob-
lems and become active knowledge workers
rather than passive knowledge recipients” (Harmon
& Hirumi, 1996). Rather than the teacher being
the “gatekeeper’ of information, the students con-
struct their learning by actively seeking their own
information. In fact, teachers become more the
“guides on the sides™ helping the students to ac-
cess, organize and transfer information to find an-
swers to real life problems. As Harmon and Hirumi
(1996) point out, “Teachers become guides and
mentors helping students access, interpret. orga-
nize and transfer knowledge to solve authentic
problems, while students gain expertise not only
in the content area being studied, but also in learn-
ing”. Students do not merely regurgitate the infor-
mation; they learn how to learn through discovery,
inquiry, and problem solving.

Why the change to this new form of learning? It
seems that the teacher-centred textbook-based
learning wasn’t cutting it in our ever-changing, in-
formation rich, global society. “Rapidly changing
political, social, and economic environments often
made textbooks and articles outdated soon after
they were published” (Cook, J. & Cock, L.,
1998). i.e. the fall of the USSR changed the world
maps, as we know them. History was being made
on a daily basis. Imagine having to teach Gzogra-
phy and World History using the textbooks
adopted prior to that major shift. Many of our stu-
dents used those outdated and obsolete textbooks
to learn World History and Geography. The
teacher disseminates that information whereas the
students passively listen. In the end, what has the
child learned? Obsolete, verbal information re-
motely regurgitated on some sort of multiple-
choice exams. If the child actively sought out the
most recent information including the most recent
maps of the New World Order, he/she would have
learned how to find the right information and with
the process of discovery he/she would have
learned to use higher level thinking skills such as
analysis, synthesis and evaluation to disseminate
the information to his/her fellow classmates. (Kim,
1997).

Why is it necessary to make the shift frorn the
teacher-centred model of teaching to student-
centred? All the key elements for student-centred
learning are necessary work place skills today. The
key elements are;

« Problem-solving

» Team skills

* Leaming howto learn

«  Continuous improvement

» Interdisciplinary krowledge

« Interacting and processing information

«  Technology integral learning (Cook & Cook,
1998)

Whereas, the teacher-centred model focuses on
« Facts

* Individual effort

» Passing the test

« Achicving the grade

 Individual courses

e Receving information

« Technology separate from learning (Cook &
Cook., 1998).

Sri Lankan schools are a far cry from what the
employers of the couniry is requiring of its work-
ers. The education systems and the employment
sector need more co-ordination, otherwise there
will be a deficit of skilled workers entering the
workforce. “In many cases, employees educate
and re-educate themselves in order to keep up
with the demands of new technologies and the
knowledge rich society”(Cass, G. & Csete, J,
1995). Even though student-centered learning may
not be the cure for all the ailing education system,
it is a step in the right direction by aligning skills
from the workplace and using it in the classroom
setting,

In order fo bring student-centred learning to the
classroom, a systerviic shift needs to take place.
“Schools need to be organized around the work
of kids instead of the work of teachers...”
(Thornburg, 1995). 1f the school system. sup-
ports student - centred learning, meaning the
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administration isn’t just throwing the “guide on the
side” phrase around, that is half the battle (Kim
1997).

Another shift needs to come from the teachers
themselves. “Student-centered learning demands
that not only that teachers are experts in their fields
but also- and more importantly- that they 1under-
stand how people learn” (Jordan & Spencer.
1999). In many cases, teachers are on “auto-pi-
lot” when they teach a unit of instruction, mzaning
they have taught it this way for years there is no
reason to change now. How many teachers really
think about how students learn when they teach a
unit? Some are just content to assign stucents a
chapter to read or a worksheet to complete with-
out consideration for the learner.

Sri Lankan General Education Policy reforms,
recommend, “Education will be child-centred.
not teacher-centred. The emphasis will be on
developing child’s mind, skills, attitudzs and
abilities. The elements of Guided Play, Activity
and Deskwork will be incorporated into three
key stages (Grades 1 & 2, 3 & 4 and 5) of

primary education. (Presidential Task Force
1997)

3.3 Resource Based Learning

Resource based learning is a planned educa-
tional program that actively involves students in
the effective use of a wide range of appropriate
print, non-print and human resources. RBL is
based on many methods and concepts.

Resource-based learning programs that foster
it-counteracts the information dependency cre-
ated by traditional schooling, where students
must rely on the teacher to dispense informa-
tion. It requires active learning. Students take
more control of their learning, and the teacher
is freed from the role of omniscient expert. Yet
the teacher becomes more important in the role
of facilitator of interaction at the small-group or
individual level. The final product of resource-
based learning is usually a paper, presentation
or exit performance. Regardless of where and
how information literacy skills are acquired, they
are applicable in any school, play, or work situ-

ation. . (Hancock, 1993).

Resourca-based leaming accommodates varied
interests and ability levels. Students don’t need
to read exactly the same materials on the same
topic when they are identifying their own ap-
proaches to a there or topic of study. When
teachers encourage students to do their own re-
search, students take responsibility for their
learning, and they refain more of the informa-
tion they have gzthered for themselves. .
(Hancock, 1993)

Following are some: of the features of resource-
based learning:

»  Students actively participate in their learning;

» Learning experiences are planned based on
instructional objzctives;

* Learning strategies and skills are identified and
taught within the context of relevant

» and meaningful units of study;

A wide variety of resources is used;

» Locations for learning vary;

* Teachers employ many different instructional
techniques;

Teachers act as fzcilitators of learning, con
tinuously guiding, monitoring and evaluzting
studznt progress;

* Teachers work together to implement re
source-based learning across grade levels and
subject areas.

RBL has a strong relationship to Inquiry Learn-

ing, Project- Based Learning and Problem-

Based Learning. Further it provides opportuni-

ties for practicing the information literacy skills

and critical-thinking skills necessary to deal with
the explosion of information that is available at
our fingertips. RBL s student-centred and al-
lows students to discover knowledge for them-

selves. Teacher and Teacher librarians are only
facilitators and guides.
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3.4 Project Based Learning

A project is an in-depth investigation of a topic
worth learning more about. The investigation is
usually undertaken by a small group of children
within a class, sometimes by a whole class, and
occasionally by an individual child. The key fea-
ture of a project is that it is a research effort
deliberately focused on finding answers to ques-
tions about a topic posed either by the children,
the teacher, or the teacher working with the
children. The goal of a project is to learn more
about the topic rather than to seek right answers
to questions posed by the teacher. (Katz, 1994).

Project based learning is a model for teaching.
It involves an in-depth study and investigation
of areal world topic or problem. Students use
knowledge from several disciplines to develop
realistic products. Teachers use the
“constructivist” approach by allowing the stu-
dents to construct their own knowledge as they
work. A key characteristic of project-based
learning is that the project does not focus on
learning about something. It focuses on doing
something.

Students engaged in project-based learning (PBL)
activities “work in groups to solve challenging
problems that are authentic, based, and often
interdisciplinary” (McGrath, 2003). Project-based
learning is a component of an inquiry-based ap-
proach to learning.

A classic project-based learning activity usually

involves 4 basic elements: (1) an extended time
frame; (2) collaboration; (3) inquiry, investigation,

and research; and finally, (4) the construction of

an artifact or performance of a consequential task.
Within this basic framework, students and teach-
ers can adapt activities to showcase and assess
understanding.

Why teach with projects?

» Students become naturally motivated because
they feel that the project is meaningful.

» The project actively engages all students.

» Students feel ownership of project.

¢ Students enjoy learning as they are given the
opportunity to “ccnstruct” their own knowl
edge as they develop their project.

«  Develops teamwork.

« Improves higher order thinking skills.

» Students focus on an end project (goal ori
ented).

* Students enjoy learning.

* Students learn through failure as well as suc
cess.

»  Raise student achievement.

Junior stage of education, which includes grades
6-9 in Sri Lanka, will consist elements of prac-
tical work and work on small projects. Activity
rooms will be established in schools where stu-
dents learn by doing things by themselves using
simple tools and learning simple techniques.
Practical work, assignments and project reports
have been made a compulsory element in the
senior stage (Grades 11-13) of the education
as well. (Presidential Task Force 1997).

3.5 Problem Based Learning

Problem-based learning (PBL) is an educational
approach that challenges students to “lezrn to
learn”. Students work cooperatively in groups to
seek solutions to rezl-world problems and more
importaritly, to develop skills to become self-di-
rected learners. Here, the goal of problem-based
learning is viewed as learning for capability rather
than learning for the sake of acquiring knowledge.
PBL is unique in its integral emphasis on core con-
tent along with problem solving. Within the con-
text of reading in the PBL classroom, learning thus
becomes much more than the process of mere
knowledge seeking. Students develop critical
thinking abilities by constantly relating what they
read to what they waat to do with the information.
They question the writer’s assumptions and ana-
lyze information presented, all within the context
of findingz answers to ““What can I do with this in-
formation?” and “What does understanding this
mean to me?” (Ngeowy, 2001)
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4. Significance of the School Library in the
changing education paradigms

All the above education paradigms, move away
from the traditional chalk and talk method of
teaching/learning and lay a considerable empha-
sis on teaching/learning resources. In order to
implement the new education paradigms, school
library or the school library resource centre
becomes an essential element. The policy mak-
ers did not ignore this fact. When the World
Bank projects were designed, development of
school libraries in Sri Lanka received extensive
support. While it is not the intention of this pa-
per to discuss in detail the school library devel-
opment project supported by the World Bank,
it is suffice to mention the identified problems
of the Sri Lankan school library system and the
key activities implemented to overcome these
problems.

4.1 Second General Education Project
(GEP2)

This project started in 1997 and expected to be
completed in October 2005. Total project value
is US$ million 70. The objectives of the GEP2 are
to improve the quality, access, management and
financing of existing education programs, and to
increase education’s responsiveness to economic
needs and reducing poverty. There are nine com-
ponents of this project;

«  Curriculum development, which prepares a
strategy to implement a sequential and cycli
cal curriculum in all subjects for grades 1-9,
improves curriculum management, and trains
teachers;

» Textbooks/educational publications, which
improves textbook content and physical con
dition, allows re-use and a multiple textbook
option, increases private sector printirig, and
continues private sector delivery;

* School facilities rationalization, which in
creases equitable and cost-effective alloca-
tion of educational facilities and libraries;

*  Quality inputs, which supplies educational ma
terials and equipment matching the curricu
lum for elementary and junior high schools;

o  Libraries component, which provides books,
equipment, furniture, and training for staffin
library managerent;

»  Education management and planning, which
upgrades planning capacity and develops na
tional, provincial, and institutional plans,
strengthens quality assurance and financing
mechanisms, and defines policies and lines of
authorities;

«  Education finan:ing, which implements a for
mula to improve resource allocation, trains
staff, and allocates management tools and
equipment;

»  Impactanalysis stadies; and

«  Project coordination (World Bank 1997)

4.1.1 Libraries component of GEP2

According to a survey carried out by the Ministry
of Education (MOE) in 1995, out of 8179 schools
(excluding schools in North-East Province), 70%
did not have school I braries. Several other signifi-
cant issues also were identified by the survey;

» Lack ofadefined policy on school libraries

* Inadzquate management infrastructure to ad
minister public and school libraries and ab
sence of a designated officer with librarianship
qualifications or experience within the MOE
to be responsible for school libraries.

» Lack ofawarensss of the significance of read
ing habit, among teachers.

* Lack of space for school libraries, either per
manent or temporary.

*  Poor quality of library material

* Lack of use of IT or other modern technolo
gies nschool libraries

* Poorly trained or untrained library staff

* Poor image of the library staff which has led
to lack of support to the library by the princi-
pal or teachers. (Project Implementation Plan,
1996)

As akey activity of the Libraries Component of

GEP2, School Library Development Unit (SLDU)

was established within the MOE with the follow-

ing manclates;
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* Development of policies for school library sec-
tor

» Development of 4000 libraries in selected
schools throughout the country, which includes
construction of new libraries and renovation
of existing libraries.

 Provision of books (reference sources, supple

mentary reading and light reading), furniture
and equipment to these libraries.

» Development of reading habit through “Books
in School”

» Development of library management skills of
the MOE and provincial administrators

» Development of library staff

» Establishment of the National Institute of Li-
brary & Information Sciences (Project mple-
mentation Plan, 1996)

4.2 Teacher Education and Teacher
Deployment (TETD) Project

This project commenced in 1996 and was
expected to be completed in October 2005. To-
tal project value is US$ million 79.3. The objec-
tives of the Teacher Education and Teacher De-
ployment Project, based on policy initiatives agreed
between the government and IDA over the past
year, are to improve the quality, cost-effectiveness
and coverage of education in Sri Lanka. The
project consists of the following components;

 Rationalization of teacher deployment;

» Rationalization of structure and organization
of teacher education;

» Upgrading of teacher education prograimmes;

« Strengthening of staff and management;

« Strengthening and upgrading of the teacher
training institutions;

Strengthening the management of teacher train
ing institutions;

» Studies and monitoring; and

» Project coordination. (World Bank, 1996)

Seventeen National Colleges of Educations
(NCOESs) were developed with the project aid to

provide pre-service education for teachers. It was
planned to introducsz, in each of these collzges,
Library and Information Science with the objec-
tive of catering to the staff requirements of 4000
libraries cleveloped under GEP2 and to train tzach-
ers to support the student-centred resource based
education system, which is being emphasiszd by
the policy reforms. At present all NCOEs offer a
general module in LIS for student teachers while
three NCOEs offer 1IS as a major subject.

5. Summary

General zducation is defined by the Minisiry of
Education, Sri Lanka as the formal education
of children from prirnary to senior secordary
stage offered within the school system. This
general education system was characterized by
didactic teaching aad rote method of learning
for a long period. I 1995 “ An action ori¢nted
strategy towards a national education policy™
prepared by the National Education Cornimis-
sion presented five significant policy areas, which
fall within the general education.

A significant emplasis was laid by policy re-
forms on changing tzaching/learning paradigms
of Sri Lanka so that cur students are equipped
with the knowledge, skills and attitudes essen-
tial for the 21st century workplace. Instead of
the rote method and teacher-centred learning
towards an exam-oriented outcome, resource-
based, student-centrzd learning for life was high-
lighted.

Major paradigm shift was the emphasis on Life
Long Learning, Student Centred Learning, Re-
source Based Learning, Project based Lizarn-
ing and Problem Based Learning

In order to implement these new education para-
digms, school library or the school library resource
centre becomes an ¢ssantial element. Taking this
fact in to consideration, when the World Bank
projects were designe d, development of school
libraries in Sri Lanka was given extensive support
under the Library component of GEP2 and Up-
grading of teacher education programs of Teacher
Education and Teacher Deployment Project.
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&) Con. 32 National Reading Month October - 2005
Winners of the Essay Competition (English Vedium)

Age Group Place Name of the winner Prize

08-11 1 Place R.Donnavan Rs, 1000000
08-11 2" Place Deshani Gunathilake Rs. 7,390.00
08-11 3 Place H.A.Shehani Rs.  5,000.00
12-15 1% Place Udani Sheshadri Kottearachchi Rs. 15,000.00
12-15 2" Place Hiyanthi Peiris Rs. 10,000.00
12-15 3" Place Himeshi Praveeni De Silva Rs.  7,500.00
16-19 1**Place Hashini Viranga Abeywickrama Rs. 20,000.00
16-19 2" Place Manilka Liyanage Rs. 15,000.00
16-19 34 Place M.S.Shafak Ahamed Rs. 10,000.00
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