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Namasivayam Sabaratnam
- He lived until he died.

C. Subramaniam - Principal Emeritus

The passing away of my dear friend Sabaratnam will recall many memories
and bring great sadness to his old pupils and friends who knew him at the height
of his powers and who had the good fortune to experience the range of those
powers. As I look back upon the years I have known him and assess his worth
against all other personalities I have known, 1 realize what an outstanding per-
son he was. Teacher-par-excellence, Principal of a great school, Trade Union
-worker, delegate to International Education Conferences in Rome, Paris, Lon-
don, Cardiff and twice to Delhi, a journalist and a deeply religious man. He
packed so much into his life. The heights that were achieved by him were the
result of his own endeavours, his own capacity for work. He was from a middle
class family. His parents were not affluent. They were orthodox Hindus who
brought him up in a deeply religious environment. They shielded him from the
darker side of life. Sabaratnam’s was an exemplary life. He was a strict tee-
totaler, a non-smoker and by present day moral standards, he lived and worked
in a higher moral plane than most of us. All these he owed to his parents; but
they did not have the means to give him a university education. He was a self-
made man whose passionate persistence to qualify himself made him go about
and learn what he could, where he could. He had the rage of a scholar and his
thirst for knowledge was insatiable. He left no branch of knowledge untouched
and touched none which he did not adorn. "Nullum quod teligit non ornavit”
as Dr. Johnson said of Goldsmith.

4 I first came to know him in 1927, the year that Mahatma Gandhi visited
Jaffna. He had just passed the E.S.L.C. from Karainager Hindu and joined Jaff-
na Hindu College. He was one of a group of volunteers who attended on
Mahatmaji.

After four years in Jaffna Hindu, he had gone to Jaffna College for his Lon-
don Inter Arts examination. He then came under the influence of Handy Perin-
banayagam and his Gandhian way of life. The spell that Perinbanayagam cast
on him was to remain through his life. He idolized the master. Long after the
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master passed away, he worked hard to collect his writings and speeches and
helped 1o produce the Handy Perinbanayagam Memorial Volume. It is strange
that the person, whose educational and political life was so moulded by the master,
was never in the inner circles of the Youth Congress. His name does not appear
in the history of the Y .C., written by Santasilan Kadirgamar and approved by
a panel of which he was a member. The reason may be that, by the time Sabarat-
nam had come of age politically, the Youth Congress had ceased to exist. Its
last sessions were in 1941 when Sabaratnam was an assistant teacher in Skantha
Varodaya College. It is safe to say that his loyalty to the master, bordering almost
on idolatory, made him work so hard to produce the Perinbanayagam Memorial
Volume.

Kandiah Upathiyayar. the Founder-Manager of Skantha Varodaya College,
had an ideal that the teaching of Latin would make the school elitist and so ap-
pointed him to teach that subject. His teaching career thus started here and this
college was always proud of this fact. This was the most momentous period of
his life. His graduation and his marriage took place during this period. He was
very attached to Kandiah Upathiyayar and to Skantha. After he left the College
he never failed to attend an important function there. He contributed to the Col-
lege Magazine learned articles and wrote about teachers when they retired or
passed away.

While teaching in Skantha he had gone to a teacher at St. Patrick’s Col-
lege, a reputed logic teacher, and consulted him about offering that subject for
his degree. He had been told that at least two years study was needed to do
that. Then he had come to me. I told him that it was easy for one of his capacity,
The paper on epistemology was a little hard but Bertrand Russell’s book, 'Pro-
blems of Philosophy’ covered that subject and I told him what chapters to study.
He did that and passed his London BA with logic as one of the subjects. He
was very grateful to me for the help. Mr. Sivasubramanian later Principal of
Skantha passed his BSc the same year. They both prepared for the degree while
teaching.

T consulied him when an offer was made to me to go to Skantha as Prin-
cipal. He said I would be taking a risk to leave Jaffna Hindu, where I was then
teaching. and going to a school which was not doing well, and that he was himself
leaving to go to Karainagar Hindu. Anyway, I went to Skantha - Sabaratnam
welcomed me and gave me full co-operation. He was very satisfied with my
teaching and administration and was very hopeful of my success. He lefi after
a few months. The principalship of Karinagar Hindu was vacant and both of
us went canvassing the directors of Jaffna Hindu and branch schools. When we
went to Hindu Board Rajaratnam, he told us that an uncle of Sabaratnam’s wife
was going about seeing the directors on behalf of Thiagarajah. Thiagarajah was
appointed Principal and Sabaratnam left for Jaffna Hindu.
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In 1952, he saw me and wanted me to take on my staff his brother-in-law,
Suntherasivam. 1 gladly agreed as I had known that Suntherasivam had been
educated at St. Joseph’s and Trinity Colleges. He proved an asset to the school
and I was very grateful to Sabaratnam for the gift of a teacher who was almost
reckless in his use of his talents to make Sakntha as good a school as those where
he had studied. I lost a very good friend when he passed away some years ago
in the United Kingdom. 1 do not know the details of Sabaratnam’s service
thereafter. He was in Victoria College either as pupil or teacher. He had great
admiration for Saiva Periar Shivapathasunderam. He was the joint Secretary of
the Periar Centenary Celebration Committee and helped to republish his works.

He was in Chavakacheher Hindu College for some years and went back
to Jaffna Hindu as Vice-Principal in 1962, the year I retired from Skantha, and
Principal in 1964. In 1964, the Jaffna Hindu College Old Boy's Association feted
him at a dinner on his appointment as Principal and I had the honour of presiding
over the function.

It is my opinion that Sabaratnam should have become Principal of a smailer
school. where he could have used his initiative and hard work to develop it,
according to his educational principles. Jaffna Hindu has had great principals,
men of stature, who had over the years made her a leading school in the island.
Lesser men would have rested on her laurels but Sabaratnam knew that laurels
fade and that he should make his own contribution to her greatness - he did that
in many ways. The former principals were almost dictators and imposed their
will on the teachers. This is what Sabaratnam has said about his work, "A Prin-
cipal is the pivot of the entire school. He is really the captain and coordinator
of the army that fights ignorance.” I always considered myself as ‘primus inter
pares -first among equals-in Jaffna Hindu College. There were, in my time, more
than one teacher eminently qualified to be the head. It so happened that I was
appointed and others took it in their stride and worked as a team. That is the
spirit of camaraderie that prevailed!”

The former principals did not have this modesty. Sabaratnam refused to
occupy the principal's chair even after he was confirmed. He stuck to the Vice
Principal’s chair. This was a fresh outlook and the teachers gave their full co-
operation.

He had different ideas of enforcing discipline among the pupils. While the
former principals made a regular ritual of corporal punishment, Sabaratnam took
the pupils into his confidence. He made them participate with him in the pursuit
of ideas and motivated them to think about life in all its aspect. He was almost
4 surrogate parent (o them, a tradition new to Jaffna Hindu. The pupils joined
him cheerfully in the various activities of the college. The standards he set were
exacting, but he set an example of hard work. He did a lot of teaching in addi-
tion to his administrative work and, as we have said before, he was a first class
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teacher who was able to ignite in them an enthusiasm for the subjects he taught,
and thus the pupils disciplined themselves without any fear of punishment.

He was always a teachers’ man and fought for their rights. He continued
to be an active member of the teacher’s associations even after becoming prin-
cipal, the only printipal to do so. Sabaratnam and I used to travel to different
parts of the island to attend the annual session of the All-Ceylon Union of Teachers
and 1o Colombo for the commitiee meetings. He made valuable contributions
to discussions at these meetings and served on many committees. He was later
President of the NPTA and A.C.U.T. and went as a delegate to different parts
of the world. When these associations ceased to exist, we formed the National
Union of Teachers. Sabaratnam, who had edited the "Ceylon Teacher” for the
A.C.U.T. for many years, became the editor of the 'Guru”, the new journal
of the N.U.T.

He retired in 1971. The retired Chief Justice, T.S. Fernando was the chief
guest at the Prize Day held that year. He and others eulogised Sabaratnam’s
services. I attended the function and I cduld not help a lump in my throat and
moist eves as I listened to the speakers. Thus ended his great educational work.

In 1978, he served on a commission, consisting of . Thambithurai, retired
District Judge, M. Pasupati, retiréd accountant and himself, to inquire into the
management of the Manipay Maruthadi Vinayagar Temple. The inquiry lasted
two weeks and the commission reported that there was a strong case for the temple
to be made a public trust. Sabaratnam grilled the managers mercilessly and made
them admit the abuses in the temple management. After the inquiry, I told him
he had missed his vocation, and that he should have become an advocate. Subse-
quently, the temple was made a public trust.

K.C. Thangarajah, the proprietor of the Tamil Daily, ‘Eelanadu’, invited
him to become its managing editor. He preferred him to professional and ex-
perienced journalists, as he was sure Sabaratnam would give the paper a new
tone and a new perspective. It was an unpaid job; he has had no experence of

_ journalism. He was beginning to have his enlarged prostrate trouble. But he ac-

cepted the invitation. I have seen him on many days, sitting in the verandah of
his home and discussing the editorials with Parvathynatha Sivam, son of the great
Tamil scholar Mahalinga Sivam, himself a good Tamil scholar.

At the end of the discussion, the editorial evolved. He drew extensively
from the western classics and world events. He thought in English and then
translated his ideas into Tamil. The secptics who thought his editorials would
flop, were surprised at the freshness of his ideas. The readers looked forward
more to the editorials than to the news. but unfortunately. his reference to the
Trojan Horse in regard to the militants, incurred their ire and they damaged
the press.
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Sabaratnam had a felicitous command of the English language. His
speeches, always packed with reliable information, were delivered in an easy
relaxed fashion. In later years, he developed a simple Tamil style and became
an effective speaker in both languages, In spite of illness, he was ever willing
to accept invitations to speak and travelled widely to do so.

My readers may wonder how we, who were so different in our private lives,
could get on so well. He was on a higher moral plane and I was used to a per-
missive way of life. My answer is that at the extremes of our lives, we were
opposed, but in the middle, where our lives overlapped, we had enough in com-
mon, the common ground was the ideas and activities that brought us together,
enough to understand each other and enough difference for there to be something
to exchange.

I regret that my name has appeared in so many places in this article. Our
lives have run into each others so closely that it is not possible not to obtrude
myself in an account of his life and work. I am writing from memory and there
may be many inaccuarcies.

I must not fail to mention how much his father-in-law, the great Shanmagam,
disciplined his life and that of his children. He had retired from a high office
in the Postal department and was living with him in Victoria Road, Jaffna. Many
a day I have seen his grandson, the future eminent physician of the Jaffna General
Hospital, then a school boy, reciting for hours Thevarams, Thiruvasagam and
other sacred hymns, under his supervision. Sabaratnam was always beholden
to him.

Sabaratnam'’s faith was severely tested during the last days of his illness;
but he handled his physical infirmities with hope and courage. Through the
medical care of his son, Dr. Sivakumaran and the loving nursing care of his
beloved wife, he could still study, and worship in temples regularly. He lived
each day to the full. Unlike persons who shape their last days by the fear of
death, Sabaratnam shaped his life by the joy of living. as he had always done,
He used to say that when death came to him, he intended to die living, because
"God is with one always”. May his soul attain Moksha.
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A doyen of educationists
Sharvananda

Governor Western Province

The late N. Sabaratnam was a doyen of educationists. A fellow villager
and a relative of mine, he was, in the recent years, a relic of a happier age gone by.

Educated in the traditions of an age, now unhappily unintelligible to the
contemporary genertion, he was steeped equally deeply in Shakesperean literature
and traditions of that 'Champion Hindu Reformer’, Arumuga Navalar, who was,
inter alia, a man of uarivalled classical Tamil scholarship. Born of this mar-
riage of traditions. Mr. Sabaratnam’s wisdom, went on ripening as he experienced
the many and varied vicissitudes of life as the years rolled on relently in the
course of a life, long by human standards. During his long retirement he was
very correctly regarded as a wise old sage, always revered though not always
understood, nevertheless happy.

Mr. Sabaratnam was a teacher for many long years. Being a born educa-
tionist, not just a teacher, he turned out generations and generations of students
as wise citizens, useful to themselves as to the world. The crowning achieve-
ment in his career was the recognition implicit in his appointment as the Prin-
cipal of Jaffna Hindu College, the premier Hindu institution of the country, his
as well as my own Alma Mater. Education was not his livelihood or even voca-
tion, but his passionate mission. To him it was the only enjoyable and gratifying
way of being occupied.

Mr. Sabaratnam was very closely associated with the activities of the
Karainagar Sivan Kovil, the Chidambaram of Sri Lanka. He arranged lectures
at the temple annually during the Thiruvembavai season. He published anthologies
of these lectures.

Ripe in age, atter retirement, he showed his talents in a new field, jour-
nalism. He was the editor of Eelanadu for quite some time. He acquitted himself
very creditably as a newspaper Editor. Who is the fool who said "one cannot
learn new tricks in old age?

Courtesy:- Sunday Times 4th July 1893

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



16 ST THBEMD Blana ey eyt

DYWFTTOT YFTEYFES YTL| GhFal
— af. FHousiilrwenflwib, Gallagevan

DITT FUTT HBHT 06T S I6H LoT 6w QUGS T % 1944 @60
AT IS,  wreT Wl @bss  sebarulley
AN Nwrres  seewurpgn  Gurs (1962-197 055
@eoLiulL srasHd) ering) SHUYSGL UTSH T nTes
au  yHugTsayh  HyHuTTEAD  eTihenio aufinL HHw
Qupbses @etrn eTibpL e @evemey. eribiflent Bw e
Ul Qgriiy seldgeun uTiibss); @@é&&mn"mg}:
G UT QD LT F &5 T e Lh SLAOUUL L §. SL WFTT
Qesriurs  rbNsss. LI, STaL1GuUiTSHH 60
urpg aflwrEs UESTUUL L Fww Fpsl Liesh e ey
BTG SyourUmed FidsuLl’ G, ering Gevenibs GlumsLs
UesGeT BIOBTLR TMVS@GT 1T SHTLD emiehaiail
aflebanew. Gallayevdley, (psHe DGUID  YELOFHEID  Liew)
198560 ygibillss e apsed 1992EG060 GuuTUSapain
ey yHugeuisetien oy Taiiph Fiow FHUTHID 6TWwHE,
Qe 2 pigeeaTuTs ywbsosull B BILD  WiTaIhLh

Uhe R Spmin.

gl A fw Demfinsms’ ueaal g RN ES- AT N
2 gl @ Bruniidd) auertss Qu@enin Lot senaen Suw
FAGH. yern Qerih A PNwTserTer 6TbemnB GG IE
Uoham 1 cuen T &) AFTeOHGH NFTeTH allermiHes 7.
i Hemes LU T LI H@IUGURISETTG)  [KITLD  Ligy
g tfleve senents Gubm  euer G srib. BT Blieurd
wrs  @Qmbs SundHanb  genheseure Qg ifipemiss
S@OMTTSHS HHphs Hpbs Cemifihems o fsTL 1w s
*aflen midlesr i,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Sabaratnam Memorial Number 17

wrptiuresn @bss sogrfuller gfMus Heosn
sarTes Qa.eTev.eren., Gs.al.6Tib., HbL wmabi_ir, &.erib.
@oflman, . surysderid, STTSHCEFE, LTI ST
Gsavdgienr Gumerp weuMer euflensulley 6rew. FUTHE
Harwautsen o Fnbs QL bos wdbs HSfwl vesw
o DsTifledled LTTHES Lallel L eTaTLmSSH STL1g
weren mirser. QUiGupul e ANl QUHBSNSFET Lich
OTUNTHFFETHE T  OTETUTHL GHE sumasmy olleTs5Ts
GTETMID  FFHLpes mT T HeT.

oorT yeutser gl wenflyr Gerr sevall BT
uTssCsTRLT seang ueamenr Bnidsaleens. diflu
Bovelt QuaTe) SyeuTSHeMe SenaWTw LTS 6T6TmIh
SIHHS). BT dAnbs CsTifhams airdHursayb,
sraBsel ysp@ubp OsTyhhekis peTGer g WTsab
Seppsrir. Cgmb, yg yeal, srmger Cumep QL
sofled pLhs FTalss HAflu yragsefs @eomems
o Aflwufler FrHoSUD LsoPuD @riss CIFUSTT. e
Css fMw Osrifinsms sbGuererddear (WCOTP)
gewavauT aflevellwd &Tr (William Carr) euLwrsmenr  od)
fMwut sussdHer alphsTeNure wbsBUTH FUTTSHeT
euTSeir g Sevevenoweny auL omaTen  HAflwirserer
2 et s Mevaws@E AsTwmil Jyowhsd. Qosd CSTLTHS
sBueren SHe enipliens DD FUTTHSIETLOGUTHEHT
Comib wrpTlignE oN8sL i Nydpldurss Geearm &
ssHergid BTG QUL BleneuBTL 1q g @6
MILD  TLDLOGH HHGHI(LPGHT LI SFGOLDLLIT H@GIT I Gl .

sovalsgiempules onugsserd  gAfwT. yHdlwir
smbH phPwwrerg; wHfwuT HyBerseamen GETMID
SurppruL Cauas@ eaarp fbsmarsd Ogefley jeulib
BeonbHBhss; @ssmsdd Sj@surs poUlsos oaud
HBESTT.

seval, sowl Quiwriser, eyfeurefser, Fhsenes
wrerir&enr BuUTETDeUTHM6TS SaTh  LIGHTeRni)  jeuTSLD
Apliyssamen o1og FhsHullenhHE auprRIGuHD LG5S
QTausgi e QewhulLmr. owg Fpps soailomayb
Apseverwumermurdu  apag GuileTuFTLSD BHamera
rev QeuaflulPw @Guotiuesufled FuTySleriveTaer T
pTer QarLiyul i & oTwses Holss Cumpm@b.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



18 S LA e Blemestay  oeuT

Blenestay Bev Gupallen ey Fpbsnred Gaveul_Ciul L gib
WITD LILSMVSHPFHES Blanaray B4 yemwdssliul L b
wrpliumen s sevall cugarhHled eavenw T BlHpeysern TELD.
Bevara) MHe@ apgdfuraleerer merTseriiumbg -
Bld Geafssuu. Qouan®ower Fumysderwatserfle
9 TuSHT STTOTIOTSE SewllFoms B arbored CFrés
U hems @@ Bemara; OGlarerenGeusimBud. (@Gana
wrauHBh@h 2. hg FsHuTses allermdueuT LT sUTTH
HETDAITHET GTETLIGNSLI LIGOT I T Ser.

2wt surgdHlerwatseter @Gmlaaumd anflar gy
wrdw e QumumT U S&BSTETT BT HOHTETH
aflpr persewwGaean@wedrn STy ar QFuHul @
Sl @Qevmensls UTLFT@ wreawealT Guiml iy senerd
QurmiGubmidE G dubing  wirew  UssN&sCuL G er.
Gurigseler sr, allpralar Aoy, Quiwrder e
sor wpiirsEon wreyd yHugeTseten 2 erarEd s
aaullenr QeuelliurRalear@Quenudley pmbd wreumb GlLic
o1l Gausir(hih.

surrddlervautseflon Cusss Hner, S H(HHHS
saner s wors allarddls Csl Bumtm wvearde vdHwuE
Qewise, WpnPOursgid gesFsad Bonts udddas
uestl, sllp - ymded Qeverhs Qevsdu  Teemes
wrey geaflF Hply eumiibsenar. eudler &g smsBenT
sMEgIFHaT GuUTHEsenas; UTHETHSE Weasr(Hib SeisrBib
ardlagd Casrnud ygmowuTsleas Csmermib. Seurs
@Qoués sig4s arsdlud yaufenr gGewlEsmeas STLG
ferma “Though weak on legs: very strong in mind and words”
(@Q&sg enermler wempallesr NerBu QuHBmeir).

2Hur  sunyddevweartser Geeuera) HpUiyL e
s, Fow sealld GgreawLTHRlerTT AIDTH NSDHG
© 2 migenenwiTe afleTmdlul, SMUTHD UTPE®SS SHienawral
W syeutserg Qe usd, sdlysseiow, UTHS
Cpram, gdu Filu varysGar sy ssaroTs alermd
weng BTd Bty e Blenearay@sTerer CeaushrHib. wéH
safler GaameuCw wlssryear Ceemas areiin NouTs GEDLIG
Saeriurie.  geufar anfiEGgsTened TIbWSSEREE
@\ssai wTes TS L SHa GlFlicuans BT HermliyL e
urgmili Geusssr(Hib.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Sabaratnam Memorial Number 19

Namasivayam Sabaratnam.
A Tribute to a Friend.
A.S. Kanagaratnam, Ohio, USA.

We met for the first time in the Jaffna Hindu College Staff Room. We came
to be close friends. We had like interests and tastes. We loved English literature.
Those were the days of Indian nationalism; Mahatma Gandhi and Nehru and
an admiration for everything Gandhian. We were young. To the end of his days
Sabaratnam remained a Gandhian, and would not care for any other philosophy.
But we were different in one thing. He was deeply religious. I was an atheist.
The staff room was the debating platform for all kinds of abnormal philosophies.
However, Saban never flinched from his faith. His faith in God was real and
the Friday evenings he spent at the Nallur Temple gave him confidence in himself
and the will to serve humanity.

He was a fine debater, both in Tamil and in English. He was never at a
loss for a word. He could keep his audience interested on almost any topic. How
easily he could hop from one theme to another, as if no barriers existed. It was
his peculiar artistry.

Sabaratnam will be remembered as a great teacher. He did not merely teach.
He did much more. He took an important part in organizing the Teachers’ Union.
We would flock from all parts of the Island and spend a weekend in Colombo
for our Executive Committee meetings. That brought all the teachers of the Island
together. The teachers must be grateful for all that Sabaratnam and his genera-
tion fought to win for them. We even walked the streets of Jaffna in a demonstra-
tion, a thing no other teacher anywhere in Sri Lanka attempted to do.

He and I happened to attend Post graduate training classes together. Sabarat-
nam gave a model teaching lesson. The lady in charge who supervised his per-
formance was so enthused at his model lesson that she could not contain her
admiration. She praised him as a great teacher.

He taught English. But the area covered by a teacher of English is not limited
to the text books alone. It is all life itself. As you go on with the literature, you
are compelled to handle vairous aspects of life. That is what makes English
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special. The English teacher cannot keep his hands dry. Saban was well known,
like other great English teachers for encroaching into foreign territory.

So many principals have gone before him. Everyone of them has lefft behind
something to remember him by. Sabaratnam was not the type who would call
a boy 'you wretched fellow’ and whack him. But Saban leaves behind a memory
of a kind and eloquent person who would take a soft line to reform a difficult kid.

Afier he retired he edited the “Eefanadu.” a Tamil daily published in Jaff-
na. His editorials were models of good journalism. The man at tha top means
a lot for the success of a paper. Sabaratnam gave tone and eloquence 1o the
“Eelanadu” . but he could not continue for long. It was too much work for a
sick person. and he retired after a few years at the helm.

His admiration for Handy Perinbanayagam was so great that he spent a part
of his retirement collecting a fund to perpetuate his memory. It is a volume con-
taining selections of Handy''s speeches and writing. Sabaratnam’s regard for Han-
dy came from his love of the Gandhian way of life.

The best epitaph to Saban comes from his wife. She writes, "He read, wrote,
prayed and sang till the last moment."”
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True To His Ideals And Commitments

Santasilan Kadirgamar
Meiji Gakuin University Tokyo

Mr. Sabaratnam belonged to a generation that was profoundly influenced
by the Gandhian nationalist movement in the 1920s and 30s. In Jaffna this was
the period of the Jaffna Youth Congress under the leadership of Mr. Handy Per
inbanayagam. Mr.C. Subramaniam and others. Having known him for several
years I however got to know Mr.Sabaratham intimately when the Handy Perin-
banayagam Commemoration Society was formed in Jaffna in 1978,
Mr.C.Subramaniam was elected president, Mr.K. A Selliah and Dr.W.L.Jeyas-
ingham vice-presidents, Messrs.N.Sabaratnam and V.Sivasupramaniam
secretaries, Mr.A.S. Kanagaratnam treasurer and Messrs A.S.Kanagaratnam and
N Sabaratnam editors. The committee organised a meeting to commemorate and
pay tribute to the memory of the late Mr.Perinbanayagam at which I had the
privilege of speaking, representing a younger generation. Mr.Sabaratnam stood
somewhere between the Handy generation and mine. I was later assigned the
task of writing the history of the Jaffna Youth Congress. This provided me with
the rare opportunity to work closely with three of not only Jaffna’s but Lanka's
distinguished cducationists, Messrs.C.Subaramaniam. A.8 Kanagarathnam and
N.Sabaratnam.

Waorking with these men was a valuable and fruitful experience. One was
impresed by the thoroughness and discipline with which they did their work,
looking into every detail, concerned always with the pursuit of truth and fairness
as we placed on record both the history of the Youth Congress and Selections
from the Speeches and Writings of Mr.Handy Perinbanayagam. I was able 1o
witness at close quarters a seriousness of purpose, though not without a genuine
spirit of comradeship marked by a wonderful sense of hunour that was
characieristic of their generation. Mr.Sabaratnam shared with these colleagues
of his a very simple life style, was widely read, and was perfect in his command
of both the English and Tamil languages. He had profound memories of the 1920s
and 30s, the decades that shaped the lives of Jaffna’s best and brightest. For
several months 1 met Mr. Sabaratnam as frequently as possible and must con-
fess that my contribution to the volume would not have taken shape without his
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help and guidance. He read and re-read every chapter with a great deal of pa-
tience, made useful suggestions, helped me to revise the draft and was a source
of great encouragement. The meeting to release the book in June 1980 at the
Vembadi Girls' College Hall was organised by Mr.Sabaratnam. A large gather-
ing including serveral who belonged to the Youth Congress generation were pre-
sent. The meeting was addressed by the late Mr.S.Nadesan (former senator and
one time prominent member of the Congress). who by this time had emerged
as the country’s leading, outspoaken. courageous and dedicated human rights
lawyer. He was carried away not only by the contents of the book that brought
back to him memories of the past but also by the presense of several former
members of the Congress. He was in a reminiscent mood and spoke for an hour
and a half, so much so that the other guest speaker the late Prof. K.Kailasapathy
had to cut short his speach.

The best tribute that I can pay to Mr, Sabaratnam is to repeat what [ wrote
in my concluding paragraphs in the story of the Youth Congress. Every word
of what T wrote then is applicable to Mr.Sabaratnam, who as a young student
was deeply influenced by the Congress and its leaders.

" .the youth Congress was however not without its successes. [ts
achievements lay in the cultural and eduicational ficlds and in the eradica-
tion of social disabilities. The elevation of the Tamil language to a place
of honour happened in Jaffna as early as the twenties. The practice of hav-
ing lectures and meetings in Tamil on not merely subjects of literary in-
terest but on secular and political matters as well, began with the Youth
Congress. The young men of Jaffna though English educated. restored na-
tional customs. festivals and dress to a place of honour in the social life
of the community. The uncompromising stand taken on removing the
humiliations imposed by caste was one of its major achicvements.

Above all out of the Youth Congress came a whole generation of emi-
nent teachers, principals, administrators and builders of schools. Their ef-
forts in the mid-decades of this century made it possible for Jaffna to enjoy
the pre-eminent position that it occupies in the sphere of education with
schools that could be the pride of any nation. These men steered through
the smooth transition from English to Tami! as the medium of instruction
in the forties and fifties with minimum damage to standards, this having
been one of the major reforms that the Youth Congress had advocated all
along. In fact in these years Sinhalese was taught in Jatfna schools in the
hope that it would help national integration. This was brought to an abrupt
end in 1956 by the very same educationists who had introduced it, as part
of the resistance to the imposition of Sinhala as the only offical language
of the country,
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The influence of the Youth Congress persisted most through the Nor-
thern Province Teachers Association and the All-Ceylon Union of Teachers.
Here the one time members of the Youth Congress championed the cam-
paign for Free Education, for a National System of Schools and for
Swabasha. Formidable opponents of government's control of teachers, these
men did assert that eduction was the responsibility of the state, though not
necessarily a monopoly of the state. They remained commited to the role
that education could play in the social advance of the country. They re-
mained a dedicated band of teachers nationalist to the core.

...Dressed in their spotless white national constume, they were seen
and heard on every big occasion in Jaffna. They gave a distinct flavour
to public life in Jaffna and brought qualities of integrity and sincerity to
several public causes to which they gave of their time and talents.”

He continued to live in Jaffna through the turmoil, violence, and suffering;
the brutality of man to man and of brother to brother: in the midst of the oppor-
tunism, betrayals and double standards that have characterised life in northern
Lanka and the rest of the country in recent years. In the midst of these sad and
uncertain times Mr.Sabaratnam remained unflinchingly true and faithful to the
last to the ideals of the Youth Congres and to his own commitments as teacher
and senior citizen. He remained loyal to his vocation as dedicated educationist
and did not sacrifice his deeply held beliefs and values.
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"A Blessed Soul”

Miss Pathmasany Arumugam,

Principal Emeritus - Vembadi; Jaffna
and former Director of Education - Mannar

Mr. Sabaratnam the guru, educationist, trade unionist, journalist, man of
letters, religious and social worker, laboured hard for his fellowmen and their
children from his youth to the very end.He was oneof those blessed souls who
lived to serve others.

On 22nd November 1992 he was fasting. He had gone to temple. returned,
had lunch and did some reading. He then sat on his bed, slowely bent over to
one side and quietly breathed his last. What a peaceful and grand Exit! Wasn't
that an athma that had had the blessing of the Lord!

Mr. Sabaratnam was a teacher with a sense of devotion and dedication,
and a Principal with high principles. He always laboured not only for the welfare
of the students, but also for the welfare of the teachers. He was greatly appreciated
and held in esteem by his students. During his Principalship, Jaffna Hindu Col-
lege producerd very good results. The school topped the list in the number of
students that entered the universities, particularly the science-based faculties.

He held positions of responsibility in the N.P.T.A., A.C.U.T., N.U.T.and
such Teachers’ Unions and fought for the rights of the teachers. He led delega-
tions, prepared memoranda and read papers at seminars and conference. The
people concerned, attached a lot of value to his contributions. He made his mark
at the International level too. He attended conferences in Geneva, Rome, Berne,
Paris, London, Cardiff and New Delhi. I had the privilege of attending a con-

“ference in New Delhi along with Mr.Sabaratnam and Prof. Nesiah. He com-
manded the respect of others because he was knowledgeable in matters related
to Education and also because he had ready wit and humour.

As a member of the Council of the University of Jaffna, his opinions back-
ed by his rich experience in Education, were greatly valued.

As a journalist and a man of letters he influenced and shaped public opi-
nion. He was Editor of the Ceylon Teacher, the Gury and later of the Eelanadu-
a Tamil daily of the North,
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His personality was a synthesis of what was best in English Literature, Hin-
duism and Tamil Culture. This was refl :cted in his thinking and his writings.
Particularly his last unfinished work "The Corridors of Peace” shows this. He
authored, "National Education - Its Concept And Content”, and also “Ooradangu
Vaazhvu”.

Mr. Sabaratnam found time for social service and religious activities too.
He was a member of the Board of Trustees of temples in his neighbourhood
and of the Nagapooshany Ambaal Temple at Nainativu. He was President of
the Manivasagar Sabai and Vice President of the Sekilaar Mantram. His talks
on Hinduism were broadcast by the Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation.

Mr. Sabaratnam was a source of inspiration to everyone who came into
contact with him, either in person or through his writings and talks. I had the
good fortune to have his friendship from the early sixties.

Swamy Vivekananda said, "The highest use of what time we have...... the
highest use of life, is to hold it at the service of all human beings”. That’s exact-
ly what Mr. Sabaratnam did throughout his life. He is now enjoying his well-
earned Eternal Rest at the Lotus Feet of his Maker.

OM SHANTHI, OM SHANTHI, OM SHANTHI.
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The Late N. Sabaratnam
K. Pooranampillai - Principal Emeritus

[ miet Mr. Sabaratnam in the fellowship of the Teachers’ Association. In
the first half of the century the teachers organised themselves to fight for
reasonable conditions of service - security of tenure, better salaries, pension rights
etc. It was a happy fellowship of all races and religions with a common goal
and a vision of a united Ceylon. Sabaratham impressed his fellow members as
a person of wide reading, broad sympathies and with a capacity for friendship.

Later on, when the national languages became the media of instrution, and
English only a second language, the Association was confronted with a different
task. There was a tendency among many teachers in Jaffna to neglect English
under the impression that Tamil was sufficient for all purposes including lear-
ning at university level. But the wiser among the teachers, of whom Sabaratnam
was one, knew the truth of what the then Vice-Chancellor of Calcutta Univer-
sity had said, that "languages, like trees, need time to grow"”. The Tamil language
was adequate for literary purposes and to express religious and philosophic ideas
But it was not developed enough to express modern scientific thought. So, English
had to continue to be used at the university for Science, Engineering and Medicine.

The teachers of English had a specially difficult task. In the past, in most
secondary schools, pupils had used English during seven outof the eight periods
in a day: English had been the medium of instruction for all subjects except Tamil.
Now, English was used only during the English period, and yet, pupils going
up to the university, had to reach a standard in English adequate to understand
teaching at that level, and to read and understand university level text books
in English.

Fortunately for Jaffna, there were a few Senior teachers who had been in
touch with the methods of teaching English as a second language, to enable pupils
1o learn English quickly under the changed conditions. Messrs C. Vyramuttu
of Vaidyeswara, A.S. Kanagaratnam of Jaffna Hindu and Sabaratnam were the
leaders of conferences and refresher courses organised by the Northern Pro-
vince Teachers’ Association. These leaders had "preparation meetings” in their
houses in rotation. I too got drawn in, and I had to travel to Jaffna often, and
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1 remember Vyramuttu and Sabaratnam coming (o Point Pedro for two
“preparation meetings”. There was no remuneration, not even travelling or sub-
sistance allowances. They were dedicated men, with a love for education. The
pupils and teachers of English in Jaffna owe a great deal to those leaders.

Sabaratnam was a man of wide interests. I seldom met him without a book
which he was engaged in reading. The books were on education, religion,
sociology etc. He was often called upon to address meetings. I often tuned in
to his radio talks on aspects of Hinduism. He had friends among people of other
faiths and races. I remember with gratitude his presiding over a meeting at which
1 was speaking. He was in poor health and had to be carried in a chair, But
he came because I had expressed a wish that he preside.

As Editor of the 'Eelanadu’ he maintained a high standard of writing, and
was noted for his fair and unbiased statement of the issues. Also, he did his best
to ensure that his assistants also acquired these traits.

His later days were affected by ill-health. What struck those who visited
him were the love and devotion with which his wife looked after him, and the
unremitting professional care which his son, Dr. Sivakumar, showered on him.
Saba is no longer with us, but his ideals continue to inspire his pupils, his fellow-
workers and his friends.
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Mr. N. Sabaratnam

Professor A. Thurairajah,
Vice-Chancellor

Mr. N. Sabaratnam, a reputed educationist produced by the Jaffna soil, pass-
ed away on November 22, 1992. Born on December 5, 1913, he had his early
education in Karainagar Hindu College. He joined Jaffna Hindu College as a
Teacher and was elevated to the position of Vice-Principal, and later as Prin-
cipal. He took keen interest in education, sports and cultural activities of the
school. During his stewardship, Jaffna Hindu College did extremely well in the
field of education and many of its alumni gained high positions in the state sec-
tor and private sector,

Mr. Sabaratnam was a fluent speaker, both in Tamil and English who kept
the audience spell bound by his wit and humour. He was President of the All
Ceylon Union of Teachers. As a trade unionist, he fought hard for improving
the service conditions of the teacher. He has attended conferences of Union of
Teachers in Rome and New Delhi, travelled abroad widely and had discussions
with many educationists, He edited “Guru", the journal of National Union of
Teachers. He was a member of Youth Congress with Messrs Handy Perin-
panayagam and Nesaiah, and fought for the independence of Sri Lanka.

Mr. Sabaratnam served as a Member of the Council of University of Jaff-
na during the period March 1984 to April 1986.

Mr. Sabaratnam held the position of Managing Editor of the daily newspaper
in Tamil ”Eelanadu” Published in Jaffna, and has authored many articles, The
following books have been authored by him:-

(1) National Education: Its Concept and Content
(i) 2e1 7L _mi% euTLpay
(iii) Bogy CrTéHE
(iv) Corridors of Peace.
Mr. Sabaratnam possessed a wide knowledge on Hinduism and gave many
radio talks on Saiva Siddhantha and about Hindu Saints. He enjoyed his latter
years in retirement reading many literary works on Hinduism.

The life and achievements of Mr. Sabaratnam will be an example to many
of the youths of the Jaffna soil. By his demise, Jaffna has lost one of its worthy
senior citizens.

May his soul rest in peace.
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Educationist - par - excellence

K. Arunasalam
Principal Emeritus

Former President / Northern Province Principals

Association
The death of Mr. N. Sabaratnam has created a void in educational circles
in Jaffna. Even long after retirement, his opinious on educational matters were
sought after. He was one of the very few principals who belonged to the old
school whose scholarship and up-to-date knowledge of men and matters were

shared by the community till the last.

He has many facets to his career. As a Teacher, Principal, Trade Unionist,
Journalist and Religious worker, he became well known. Knowledgeable on all
subjects and possessed of the gift of the gab, it was no surprise that he became
a good teacher. He was teaching at Skandavarodhaya College, Chavakachcheri
Hindu, Karainagar Hindu and Jaffna Hindu. Generations of students who went
through his hands still adore him. In recognition of his work as teacher. he was
given the Grade 1 Special Post, the highest an Assistant Teacher could aspire
for in those days. It was in the fitness of things that he was made Principal of
Jaffna Hindu, the premier Hindu institution towards the tail end of his career.
It was a delayed appointment and it was typical of the man that he did not oc-
cupy the Principal’s Chair during his long wait as acting Principal. He kept to
the traditions of this great institution but brought about innovations that were
necessary.

But, it is as a Trade Unionist and active member of Teachers' Unions that
he made his name as an educationist. It was the heyday of the N.P'T.A, (Nor-
thern Province Teachers' Association) when stalwarts like Handy, Thamber.
Orator, Vaithy, A.S.K. and E. Saba adorned the Association. Those were Assisted
School Days and these personalities were from different political parties and
some even contested the General Elections as Party candidates. So much so the
debates and discussions at the N.P.T.A. Executive - consisting of sixty executive
members - reached very high standards. In such an assembly the contributions
of N. Saba were eagerly looked forward fo.
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And in the various memoranda sent by the N.P.T.A. to the Education
Ministry, Examination Dept. and to the different Commissions appointed by the
government on educational matters the penmanship of N. Saba could be seen.
These memoranda - besides being well received by the Colombo offices were
commended by Commissioners. 1 can very well remember Prof. Jayasooriya
paying a tribute to the N.P.T.A.’s memorandum saying that it was a comprehen-
sive one. when a delegation of ours went to give evidence before him. More
than this, the amendment Act of 1961 regarding the taking over of assisted schools
contained bodily a paragraph from the N.P.T.A. memorandum. It speaks for
itself the value of the contribution of this Association. Most of the credit for
all this should go to N. Saba.

The N.P.T.A. was a branch of the A.C.U.T. (All Ceylon Union of Teachers)
and in our monthly travels to Colombo to attend the A.C.U.T. ExCo. meetings
he used fo display his skill in conversation. The journeys were made enjoyable
by his wit and humour. He was one of the very few from Jaffna who was elected
President of the A.C.U.T. He represented the A.C.U.T. at the W.C.O.P.T.
- World Confederation of the Organisations of the Teaching Professions - at its
Annual Convention in Rome. He also came for its session in 1962 at New Delhi
when a big delegation of the A.C.U.T. attended the Conference. Those of us
who were there were pround of the role played by N. Saba at this conference.

He also distinguished himself in the field of Journalism. He was Editor of
the Guru, the official Journal of the National Union of Teachers. His writings
were educative and led to the professional advancement of many a Teacher.

When he was editor of the Eclanadu, the daily was keenly awaited by the
Tamil reading public every morning both in Jaffna and outside. His comments
were fearless expression of opinion on current matters. A collection of these
editorials will be a useful contribution to Tamil Literature and at the same time
provide source material to historians who aspire to write the modern history of
this country.

His contribution to religions can be traced to his studentship at Victoria
College. where he came under the spell and intiuence of the Saiva Savant
blmpathasunddrmal a great exponent of Saiva Sidhantha philosophy. The
knowledge Saba imbibed here was helptul in his religious lectures during his
retired life. His studentship at Victoria under Sivapathasundaranar was a turn-
ing point in his life. He told us in his Prize Day Address when I, as Principal
of Victoria, invited himas Chief Guest for the prize giving there in 1986. Life
then at Victoria College was according to the Guru-Shisya system and he along
with his colleague C. Loganathan, a distinguished Banker, in later life were sub-
jected to rigorous discipline. The common factor that brought both of them to
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Victoria was their failure at the Junior examination in their former schools, he
told us laughing. Sivapathasundranar made both of them distinguished men in
later life.

And for this, he was indebted to his Guru to the last. He never missed the
Annual Guru Poojas of the saint at Victoria. Besides, as President of the
Sivapathasundaranar Society, he got the help of his Guru’s former students to
publish or re-print almost all the books of Sivapathasundaranar including his
world acclaimed treatise on Saivism - The Saiva School of Hinduism.

Though Saba is no more, his memory will be cherished for many years
to come.
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N. Sabaratnam at Jaffna Hindu
Dr. T. Arumuganathan - New York

The passing away of our respected Guru N, Sabaratnam js a heinous and
heartbreaking news to all his students, friends, relatives and well-wishers. I had
the great privilege of being one of his students when he was the principal of
Jaffna Hindu College, a reputed institution in Jaffna, Sri Lanka. “N. Sab. " , that
is how we students knew him. N. Sab. was a vert/ clad loving father figure who
moved around all parts and sections of the school with such an ease, I will not
be over-expressing if I say that he was omni present. One moment he would
be there in the lab., supervising the work. In the next few minutes he would
be in the prayer hall with students. In few more minutes he would be in a
classroom or be involved in some other activity. As teenagers we had bursting
energy and drive, always wanting to do something, but we barely knew the impli-
cations and usefulness of our actions. N. Sab. knew how to harness us. These
words of his are still ringing in my ears like a mantra; "Time is finite, the
possibilities of using it usefully are infinite”. He as a principal, guru and guide
must have known enough psychology. He had the loving heart of a parent to
make the young boys from the junior classes to listen to him, the spirit and
uniqueness of a hero to turn the ”growing ups” to idolize him, and the knowledge
and authority of a leader to revolve the adults to subserve him.

Learning or maturation is a process by which lasting changes in persons
occur. It can make one a miser or a Philanthropist, a bigot or a patriot. N. Sab.
as a teacher correctly designed, managed and evaluated our learning and matura-
tion. Remembering how well Jaffna Hindu performed academically during his
leadership and also witnessing how constructive and beneficial most of his students
are today to the society one can hardly have any dissent that N. Sab. has gained
immortality in our memories.

N. Sab. carried a cane with him when going on his "rounds” around the
schools. An onlooker might have thought that he belonged to the traditional breed
of authoritarian teachers. The same onlooker if inquisitive enough would also
have wondered what N. Sab. used it for. The cane did not function as a punitive
instrument to him. Instead it served as a broom.to clear trash. Once he had pick-
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ed up a piece of paper or rubbish from the floor the message was well taken
by the other. Everybody started bending down and the corridor or classroom
was clean in a jiffy.

I vividly remember a day during his days at Jaffna Hindu. Our class teacher
was absent and the class resembled a battlefront. Suddenly we saw the magical
appearance of N. Sab.. "What is going on here” he asked. He was stern but
not angry. "The teacher so and so did not come today sir”, a feeble voice
answered. N. Sab. walked into the class and strated writing something on the
blackboard. It read "English with a smile”. For the next forty minutes the whole
class totally submerged in the mastery of N. Sab. over the Queens language and
realized how he could make us to understand and use it like child,s play. During
my first job in a hospital in England when one of the head nurses commented
"Doctor you speak very good English” 1 remembered N. Sab. and I felt proud.
Now when writing this T can feel my eyes filling up. Now, I realize that it is
all of his students fortune that we had the opportunity to be taught by such an
eminent educationist.

The great saying "Learn everything thoroughly. After learning all that to
be learnt, live your life accordingly” of Valluvar correctly depicts the life of
N. Sabaratnam. After retiring from Jaffna Hindu he continued his services as
editor of Eelanadu and conveyed his thoughts, ideas and messages to the lay
and literate. Needless to say his contribution to religion is endless. N. Sab. had
everything in him; a respected guru, a leader, a philanthropist, an educationist
and a religious worker. It is to our evil that we who live outside Sri Lanka did
not have the advantage to continue to nourish from his wisdom. "He who im-
parts knowledge of words to you is akin to God Himself” - This Saying of
Auvaiyar will reverberate in our memories whenever we think of N. Sab., one
of the most precious stones Jaffna Hindu ever had.
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Principal par excellence
N. Thuraisamy, Ex. S.L.E.A.S., Colombo

The passing away of Mr.N. Sabaratnam, Principal Emeritus Jaffna Hindu
College has certainly created a vacuum in the Sri Lanka Education Service, par-
ticularly in the northern part of Sri Lanka.

He did real service to the teachers of Jaffna. When he was elected as Presi-
dent of the A.C.U.T, he made an observation which was significant and mean-
ingful. He said “ A high office is not an ornament to be adorned. but a spur
to do more service”, to the world of teachers,

As President of the All Ceylon Union of Teachers, he used his position
to serve the common teacher with whom he identified very closely throughout
his life.

The benefits he brought to the teachers were not surpased by anyone else
in the profession.

As one who was associated with him from the time I was elected to the
Northern Province Teachers’ Association Executive Committee from the
Vadamarachchy Teachers’ Association (V.T.A) and later as one of the represen-
tatives of the N.PT.A. at the National Union of Teachers (N.U.T) I reaped
a rich educative experience.

He was able to adapt himself to changing times and made himself felt as
a forceful and volatile principal. As a principal, he set about his work very
systematically and left a stamp of his own at the premier Hindu Institution in
the Island (J.H.C). He was able to command the respect of parents, teachers
and students.

As a devout Hindu he rendered yeoman service towards the upliftment of
‘Hindu Education and Culture. He was one of the most outstanding and
impressive speakers in English, I have known,

When I was functioning as a patron of the Senior Literary Association of
Udupiddy American Mission College, I had the pleasure of inviting him to tell
his experiences of his visit to Rome as a delegate of the ACUT. to the
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W.C.OT.P. (World Confederation of Organisations of the Teaching' Profession).
He paid a tribute to his teachers, who enabled him to gain a facile vocabulary
garly in life. He wanted the students to benefit from their teachers, the same way.

He will always be remembered as a Principal par excellence and an outstan-
ing figure in the educational history of Jaffna.

To his wife he was a beloved husband, to his children a loving father and
to all his colleagues a true friend. He endeared himself to one and all.

We wish to pay our tribute to Mrs. Sabaratnam who by her devotion and
understanding has encouraged and assisted him in everything that he undertook.

May his soul enter Enternal Bliss.
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N. Sab Engal Sabaratnam
T. Ganeshwaran
London

An ebulliant journalist, eloquent after-dinner speaker, gentle but robust ad-
ministrator, Mr. N. Sabaratnam, populary known as N. Sab has the rare distinc-
tion of having been a student, Teacher, Vice-Principal and Principal of the
College. He had a great affinity for the College, and students alike. He never
distanced himself from the younger students. For him there was no generation gap.

Mr. Sabaratnam did not believe in corporal punishment as a means of im-
proving discipline. Instead he preferred the art of persuasion which proved to
be a winning tactic. Late comers were usually detained at the entrance and allowed
in only after interrogation by the Prefects, But if Mr. Sabaratnam happened to
pass by the advanced Level boys would heave a sigh of relief for they would
get special treatment and immediate exoneration. Far from aloof, in fact unassum-
ing and easily approachable before and, after retirement, he won the praise and
respect of students and fellow teachers alike.

He detested bureaucracy and ted tape practically above everything else.
He endeavoured to provide the type of education which balanced the physical
and mental with special emphasis on self-reliance. His era saw a large number
of inter-school debates on a wide variety of interesting subjects. More impor-
tantly, Mr. Sabaratnam has to his credit the highest number of students - around
80 in just one year - entering various faculties of the universities.

. "Cleanliness is next to Godliness” could have heen Mr. Sabaratnam’s mot-
to. His love of the environment and his concern for public health and well being
was always evident in his style of administration. He taught these principles to
the students in the simplest form.

Mr. Sabartnam was a distinguished leader of our College. A man of vi-
sion, he believed every A/L student had the potential to become an engineer,
a doctor, a teacher or other professional. True to his beliefs, his was an era of
academic excellance.

Courtesy: JHC Centenary Number - UK 1990
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Late Mr. Sabaratnam
M. Atputhanathan

I presume that we are all aware that we have assembled this evening in
this sanctimonious place to remember late Mr. Sabaratnam, Principal of Hindu
College, Jaffna; an institution which was a leader in education of the once glorious
Northern Region of SriLanka. He held the reigns of this citadel of education
with the Hindu backdrop, at a time when all educational institutions were trying
to adjust themselves with the take over of schools by the government. He not
only stabilised the school but made it a prestigious institution for the would be
entrants to Engineering and related sciences and also for the Football fans. For
me, as a young and inexperienced science advisor to the Northern Region, he
was a guide and counsellor and he was one of those I counted upon when knotty
trade union problems came up.

He was not only an educationist and educational administrator, but a devoted
trade unionist as well. This rare combination made him respected not only among
the educational administrators and parents, but also among teachers. Many heads
of schools seek his advice in connection with disciplinary matters of teachers.

Later in the years, when Jaffna was in turmoil, as a retired educationist,
he continued to serve his country in the capacity as editor of the leading regional
newspaper, Eelanadu. This paper was eagerly awaited by Tamils all over SriLanka
for the hot news of the struggle for Freedom that had taken a new dimension
by the time he came into Eelanadu. Under his direction and along with the others,
the paper plodded on a rugged path catering to the aspirations of the Tamils,
till it was gaged by the now infamous IPKF. In this venture, he served under
trying times and there were occasions when he was humiliated, both by the armed
forces as well as by his own countrymen, for keeping to the true spirits of jour-
nalism. :

In this occasion when we are assembled here to remember Mr. Sabarat-
nam, let us take note of the fact that he was an educational administrator who
was thrown into the chaos of not only the transition to state schools but also
the transition to a language policy of "Mother tongue from cradle to grave” that
laid the foundation for isolation and alienation of the future generations of Tamils
from the main stream of life in SrilLanka.
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It appears that he, with his gentle but firm convictions weathered these
traumatic times and lived up to yesterday to serve his people. Unlike many of
us here, he was a true son of Jaffna and a great Srilankan respected all over
Sril.anka and all over the continents where the Sril.ankan Tamils have established
miniature communities. Therefore let us remember him this day as one who had
a passion to accomplish a mission when the order of the day was treason,

M. Atputhanathan (presently at Canadaj at the condolance meeting held in the
Navasakthi Vinayagar Temple hall, Seychelles on the 27th of November 1982,
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wohs Sens OFTHS General Knowledge Course GPOHT M HFnl TS
aTibevis  @QupdsF Gedrpat Il @UuCGall L.
Aphrodite, Venus, Eros Gumeirp smallw prws BrwdHser; brs
Aamsaller arpsd), alpsd) eeiny @G UTHS HFDHOIET,
sduflen  s@auwssda @pbsuly. HANUT  ene
auiflargdh Scheme of work SNGTDTL U1 UTL B&er ey &
Qurand udBau® - Gariilaemen School Inspector 6T(HLI
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56 sUTTSHerin lemeway LU

Wsgit urresrT. 1SC. gymdled GQarinll 12 eurgs
Femma Blrludue mHHEHS . Principal @ L 61 Inspector @@Ll
uens@Her eubg wear euflensullet GgeuTs irHg
Gl&mesor_mir. The teacher's ebullience - and exposition - were irresistible,
Eros updlw aflugh ggs Gsreirg mbss. This is a small
digression’ - a glimpse of a past civilization - eTeDTT, LML HenHH
QarThsu, absauTsend oTbGwr® G&rhg wrem
QUITHET G TIT HeT.

"Those who came to scoff
Remained to pray"-

Text booksgots LigLnfGsT . Textsgy wmhg ol GLmib.
SLETE, BBS textgd eTing GpEhdler uHs@Gn venilulley,
geur Qerdlbs 9bs ‘Small digressions' Sresr @ermth eTib
Orehdls Pfwurs ey Gursdaymiser, GumulsmiseT

gl Gou BES0 S50, BsFaemes OGlaugaer, (e
apw) sHengl awHnBGsnHn eubl udigser, 50 yew@
storage@V(hhsl  HenevaTLBHb @UeOLT(  HlewSEGHSemen
Qs @ayficy- QariCGan usstisefled LITTHSTLD.

2phs FL6) eendlen Beiw Brouriiflalha Herin
g vughs Brrafluled seumih uTsAusamsts GLHCDTID.
255 Brrall weypwrdl Qurfuyn Curg searfls G mu
UBHEG Hyen BTH HAPlw wraraTaer; JHapl b DD
QUIT H6IT .

eTar. FUTTdHen master @ puH(Mw wemew - @owib.
Quow weed Frgelled 2 aeyd amidemul GubD TesT
aifserTdu BT eurpsmslisy Qaredremer @eoruib’’
L g uyenGer mib.

ugeais Beevuled Lme b LigNa@Gn @euT SeireneLs
umnfl, serenew wWPHS Bevevullev, TP FHo uTTHoS
gavenr @QmBs @il CeueiBib.

"A teacher according to Eramus, has three Functions—

placet — (he) Pleases
docet - the) instructs
movel - (he) inspires
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Almost any teacher can please and. up to a point, instruct, but only those
of a superb ability can inspire or, as plato put it, throw off sparks to set fire to
the Cinder".

avepsT ur Hm. af. Hasudgwesiun guiey
@uimn Geuewer 'The Skantha'afled yewewrmanrts LDH (@6
GImT Smew erupdewTT sTesw! @ng.

S iidas swall erein LDBTL(HS sTHHlgD wemip
Nayd seryf euerihs @bS AT ST CeuTHman wL-
B Feit G&TEs watweniled yp Berwral Ly pLlliTbg
Bermag. sarg fo Jrmwusbg mrnpuurrsm Rural rustic life
Qe @Qallemoulled serfly Bpmuiibg euerThHeuT; GLmemLD
e SUgLIaT.

SenLenpd STWES BeLsw Geuemersefled Gamée
sralluflenr SPNMmbs TOSSH Nallds, LTHES LmaTGUTmS
s ige uptnVaQaem iy, sndleur @({55@ HLEHLE FTL
Nen Anjeusrefsdlpnidles Seneiujb—

ShssmeTuiicd el L ors  @Qobsuly  FHGeuwsTen
PUWDH Fps el 1gulembs Feng uwTaleewenw Byl
Wb, @ g, en'_u}_és@e'rr Leo$SSLIGBw, sLienLienu
qw.|®g>§m(r_r)a;@m 2T FHTHEG HEHHAUHHGDTHF FHEEILg
afl apb, uTlLh @y wewy, BullLsd swll Cume
Sslieous  sTiby FUREGH al Ll ®s OsrandL
GBEGL ADYSLPL—

IBLUMESE sFarensF SOOI  (GBBSLIG HFLIFL
SLiLsHnGE Fave ' GF srlfiGud e apb—

2hsE STSHMN T mssmn Tdeseveu; BTb
Fulf & G SFHewau!

wrgptiures et yenind Blewphs QUITDSTEL e
Blesr @afenic Blenew aymHer!

yppT® Gasrarghe CaTibsTaND SHGBTLE Geur
nmjprr‘ﬁrg (gsaﬂrr&r:ﬂaa@ @eur i 's&agl_rsj@ ey @b
FraTm Suphs ATTLENEG erTs Ceusnigw S B!
tgxbﬁrf‘u_lr'r suTTsSlend Skantha Magazine @)esr 1ougy 28
@eviens udflw sehflers. ‘Guru'allesr gAflwrr.

LIy g;rrsnaamﬂs&r o Aflwr. s0)p QersHDCs i yFma.
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58 FuUTThHlari Hlenearay weuT

“To bring out a memorial number to remember his services to Education
and to the community in general”.. ()& yaueny P HHUIT HEHHGL
Qu@h wer Pepeamayn GummwewLh  aHLUGSSILD.
QUET T, T 6T(LpSHHD Qg 5% HSHM &hIGHHFenaT LjLh
CsTess Fded ghmpus wemr Cpfled eyfwrs o
@THAHSGL Qerh SeeupenDulles (hd@h LIWEHT S(Hib.

Intellectual field@ed joutT GFTL 1 Hewp @evanay.
QT L g ergiad QUITEHETTSTSSHID @Be0evev. oTeTenaT
Hrbusded Cpdfipss culae Gevar-
sl

Tow! § QT ywarssGn seubs
STEYILD DT YEHENOLT LITHIG.\...
in English:
"He did touch nothing

which he did not adorn”

Qb5 ymdAe Quotion@ewr Latin SHOSOWH HTEH
FuTggdles master, Latin Tense gevrflewr LNrCwrm 585156
2 HTIeIL STLIgarTT; aTenr GBp@hdlD LHssTT - 50
e hsatien Lierer b eTehr HTHD HNSHT:

in Latin:

eTehl. FUITTHHew master
“Nullum tetigit
Quin ornaverit”

“Here was a Caesar (teacher)
when comes such another”

Nullum = nothing Quin = which not
tetigit = (He) did touch Ornaverit = (he) did adorn
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WTPLILITGST  BeTes T (6

B. &FLITJT&S6o LD

Lgieum. QT T L4 STEHH WiTPHLILITEET Sl
Nobgy aertsGasTmn yauisaller Nereverser Gugier
@erFenHl Suser QFThspT®H, Nnbs GLimeser T wWTHL
uTeTld el Bl ss 2 hseug HeuTseaflen  Glauer)
BT GUTFb.

GTIDH HEHGEU WM &LD qﬁu@ﬁr'rwszszrﬂ Guiwgb NaLier
warlesr Qerds: Sgmen allufss ouogder faw
Geuatrg HoHesTGoTLD.

‘wrpuiuTes  peewT(®  eTerp  S@euUled  LImgw
LeveurT oess),

udesyn Gy pueardl G GuUEmLGLITHETTT
ugweryd Qran® yhECssg HmaumarTm
wenevQwenr BleTmuwTh SHTHIG SHEHTLOT 68 (LHELWIT T
wreroyd BOSUISAIE QUHLDTET LD WITT

aram  wrpLiLTes  wéseer Qe e wisFullhs
Horir. s@Hwrer o wiTFHHTG.

saurf  allyererpst, LeeuTwen G uMwugbll
Nerenar Gumerp grenGpnit suser G&#Ths BHTLTSW
L L saserlieou eTeusuara) SpdlssenGrm oeiaiaray wirpLs
umesr  wasefey Sugeryd CupilbTearaph o oL welTH
Qereriig slp wWHseT HATHYHESCS.

wrpliumei, WL &SeTUL, TL&EG @6 pu
SrFueles G wreal L sisarTad CsraTnih; yHd R
QuirsveuriLulleuenau. =

s0p waser UL s ST GSTLER Tepuy
e Tpbsiaubs @)L BSTTESLTD Ijenal )b
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BTh&LeTern BT  GOUNGaidss  Quipenowen e
Cpmib. Gaflw FHulled oyemeu germiu L eneuBui!

yalluhwed, agerny, OurmertsTrm, oy7fue—
@eveubweieuTd  STESHHT WTHDSHIGGTIWenai. LTDH
Dsen o gienesst LluflgTullein, Wwhser WHHETTIL QITLp,
wesl BT MnrerGinern Gupbusny Kenewdbdmas, Nnbs
QumreresT® etenn Caetiupn Ferdlueniow Ha).

‘GRS SheOSWT BTH eTem STU BHTU HL LI LITIgW
urgHurt yHe @ &4 Npluens afNerdduerenm.

@a Gaumib Levenwim? jeVeuE! eTbGUITETD FIT ST Ies
OHSET ST (LPLY WIT HenGdh Hall@hesl HEUTL_ T T?

@erm LIpps Qurer prieiall G, Gsrifle, 2 55
Swrab srgewinTs Geeflyfley eumupd  wrplinmens
w&EHeT HOHSID. SHOTT FrHmSE T ( aisn, @QUrigs
waser Geued) priged eurpdlesrnes Gy emeurib.

yseu@ps  Oaramml L SHev  Upwenesr  aISgib
wreTipeLw wHiser @earennw @ruiiiimisemer  alll G
wrpturesrn g al@bluBurgih wpywrs Blemevullsy
@mLiueiTaer e, @erenpw oHuwey wl b STyeE
LOGUGY.

@bz Qeuelpr @ eumed wirpLliu T e S50 HES
Crhn @erm QamLmdluseae; dgenrs Geoomg s Hoalwib
G aufarigqw gareeuwmeris Neruprlueantser;
mded SPN. SLES BIODTETGEH S &FhPSe
wBwdlwr GFearg, Qumrmefiy ysp GQubmpeurssr.
@eurser  wTpliuren saisE IaldHs Geyfiliesn I
@eTmID HTETGUTLD.

@erewnw STEGHe, SLBS 25 QUL 6TRMGHGHET,
wev wirpliumesr eurdser, 2w QsTifes@u g
yeoLweuTser, @uidleoorks, ylfssr, sarLm, saeid
Gredwm, pyeflanen’, wsdu HGwhss prEsar Gaern
Quimph eumreT e OgTyfled uTisderperit. @aut
semer  Hod  GHLUSSSTH el msealley  aITPHs
Sumgib wrpliumes G e  QSTLITLaL_weuTHerTHBa
Emsdesment .
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Sunduw sealuflebevrgaiT, @sTyed FHnevwuent w
uTahar, @EUeuTseuTser sTeayh whHwu Hpsk@ pTHser e
GQsmfled yflhg BTPTU 2 wipSHGTDETT. (@ 6uT 6T
aaumd  Ihs BTEHSeNw Blossrwrer  QFTiflencGum
aumpemauGur Qunib eusdunmeur.

@eueurny Gauellpr® Geenny Gurmer CsHin Hmemio
i @l mpubHFWYd 2 LW GTIDG ESHET, WITHLILITE 5605,
SWH &FHDDSSTT WDHS GUTHLGTSITEGT. GHDLIL
LrEupn &DmdSTMer e@menwlim b wimpliiim e &sairfler
GummerTaTr FupsTw auripaller yewllEHeVeTHer.

@enrm @uueyssr QupbseurdpidenneTeur g6
g Cawps aumdleneraurGleuan g SHdamD (PWWTS
Blewey ymbyderngi. Hralwp Csgweursar Hears
Gam@dlearpert. lps Caflub @Qbs BTG euTpth
Caulnhs wahsEns@GLD WTHTE S, eTarGel @ern @
srest eTmisenr BrolLsy Gamer@hpd waser, GeugHn WIiD
Gumred GeuelpT B eurpallew Brpzsr al@Grid Glsmed
Lme), SeuTsE@h&GaT, wrpliment sHSCHT (%5 Heamin
weflaamThSHen s HL 1TSS FnDeTiD.

10-4-84
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62 GFLITT Gblemih Blenewsy et

WSFTTLUDD TG LD
5. FLITT &%) 68D

Qovmemsuilss Amger wHseT — GULLTE Hrser
QuenssT wTsHIGw SyHsssdd FHmbeGauaa@Hib eTehTm;
Amiser  wsser pyeusTullar, JeuTseT FeTeyHZH0
awdlliueuTsGer  gaur.

Qeviievsews shiger BTLTeE Q&Tery me@ih EAT
Ww&s6T, Snlevsarser, wevalbser Iydwaimb @BBTL®
wssGer. QeuTedt wTHD SWSEFDLL QFThs Her
GG (perenfl LTS &6 mI UL 1g (iS5 QUITLDE BT &
Geusssr(piLn.

2 wabdlenr sTLuGHIab 81 CsPws supsTwib
aerug Gy wsib, G Guwryll, &Gy (@ewih  eradry)
Gummer Qameing (/HsHeeney. Qeumemsuliayn Gealsio
Qpsdeme. agrhens HALudd Lwahbema.

Qs 20 Ap 516 Pbdur Curerp QTR
DR, LSTULL L. wohasemers Bsrhbsaiser @)Hd
wralled auTpAnrirser sretuearte @8y CsPuF FupsTw
wTsh @RSt Qevavry SuTsalaieney; @emih @b
wraled, urdedgTaleid LTrés sydswrer (pebadibser
DB LG Sl

26sBunery @bss Herewr pTL e Hiser whs
&G SueaTHmTEE ST @priudearrsd Csdus
FUppTwin U pei wSsusmg wheenev; yemmet, @euals
Fpsmsehn (e miseree) misfuwrs BausiBn; @)%
s Blavavenn DpsGuGUTS ST SHBTH, &Gy
Spflws sepsrwin pAng. Germy Sustiudn Csdu @b
e SUE whaer peadbs hmniem’ .
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aanCau, m&fwliu@Rsds GaTearend #5486 o mdHba
AL s@w? aurarsdalmbs alprg: SeedL BHTLTHW
@pdwirGeur, gry prHsoTTIU  HOWAESTCT, T
wrBeur, SewnGaur, glunGearm sriser OG&eaumsd
QBHBs 2 S5aNUTSH GULDEIGLHLYWITSH).

Brb peGen amflengCumed @Bs BT Igew eTebBoum
&G g ollew pwsBaeaTHD 6D OFWTS
o aivranto, U AuledmLieul sEhesGh SeuTser LTSSl
UBSSIE QLIHDLITEHTEOD SSEHSGD LG LILIGHL 2 GOIT
awrs ewwlaean@b. Gilurs, HAmser GluaTds W&
FeT BTLIgelN FSBHTEHHG QLT alamardGh SHEHS
Fenen s eangalll_Baues(Hib.

248 Qevgaurer sTHwT? QeveneblweTUams Hesre
FTEUTS BTL L aupssin LNaNbleane @ern GgefleuTsd
alll_L_gj.

@bstt tesliflevew, ‘Bumm Beweuwras wrpl, BHTH
BlUSMLTS aralDg BTLHEGHS Su@ allaner ke
uengd U Fwurert  wilBweey OLUTHIWESET o 6w iThs
umgeemen. Qurgussesr 10w AbflegueralbEs s 4
U F e bhbphsalsenay.

@51 0 slpeiler Saeis HTheLILLL Fopaddler fle
Glaumis GlaumL Lsve.

Eesm BewLBPumiD Fbusmaemer BlgTern sl Lflhs)
Qaremimey, HOp WwheeHhHE 6THANS LT HST LD
QevenavQuwenLigit, euallsh AFFSSFTRID, ASHHTH
T3 @bs yfayiunems HAnsdsiul g pliug o e
QU L.

Quunensulley HEiser  GeverepTHsn, HOp @ever
@pTHer, Sl yuuTel wiser uilTssen sdcd il
AUenSH BnIbs (P wTs SermHn Blenev LirfleT LT e ).

S5 BDs, el wih eTeenQGUSTDITE) ST F TEULT S
SusiuEe swe feve BorsesliU ReTaTdH; )Hed 160
sTihs GwouBe Qern wppdullnhdng.

D @hih FUPSTWLD GRETM; LLHDMGU JEm LB FUpSHT
wnigen.  SHUOp waaser o Mepe’ ereirp SumgTlih @55
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64 sunyhdenih Blenemay O

S uineeL 1 urGUTLIg® eTphss. Qern aldsdy
Blanay yene hHHEHDE!.

@bs’ uTEGUTH Fow, Srdush semeveursallear Cuims
ENET WITGY, FITHEMGTWTE, (LLHDTH BrtdlaBd LI oevey.
‘suflpTaer @QHs BTG eumphs Gursl@w  ererm
werGuTsHE QeflGwe 2 seurblgaramid.

Qevmeasulles @Grem FupsTWLD, NG Hevm e
FupsTwib ererm Sudlaumd gerTHud), Nyswr, ubGsT
Uab g eowdsr CUmern FHMKMTS HEMEUUTHT T HEnGE &
smgPerperT.? Aflevrigsar FusTUGWaTDT® Hrisers
FsppTwd aaruls. ssHwusdne wrprer HEESTETmS
ereuauTy OeubHrlwen wyb?

@pemen Blepld@id GUTmILiL TS, aTHIGL UTTH
ST @gemes HTD &TambGUTHID CH@GhGumgn @&
wGaled yalu@w. QBs Beveenic (PHODTS LOTD
ST R,
pulps  sapsbdDEG THULRGBSGD  UTwFleme,
spuigeilar  eTeualls uTHsTULLHD LsTEHowblme,
2 AWTeT(HHE HEUSTULD o DUHSSHIOTETTE (§)T T ameuth
e ol @uugﬁuﬂmﬂ@ggﬂ srGeur Hpul seaps
SUILIL 1Y (HE@ L.

Sudamgalll & srflub HAnbEsg. GpUudamss Gumd
Na@in Susamss asall BU usdfeamsgalenr Cameneruib
@enen UGUTEMSYL WL HLUBES, &mngnmﬁ,@@@ga;m
Hwrer pyales FnrisCaen®n:. HH5HE WHFTTUDD
S S(PED Bevew Ueemella@G. Ouerds HHHen
(HSGHD, FRSHHSGD, T SO THEHFGHD HUILp
whsefley  gewTaudluwrer  FECssn @ pssSeusig w
FHleveney.

wafHufies Gumfiurguriys @adalm sFupsn
sehs@n @efiBwes Curse gnur HuTuilaeme. s
wseflesr wnymufu 2 epall_fmsaers STOW alirdd
Qeliways LTHSTESD, o Medowh JHFTTAD 2 680
QL ehprsh BTH LIE FHLELiLD.

21-9-84
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