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“Jasmine Cottage”
Attorney - At - Law 103, Hultsdorf Street,
Phone: 323872 Colomobo-12.
18-03-2000

Res.: 3, Rheinland Place,

Colombo-03.
Phone: 573838, 583367

Gentleness was his Forte

The Late Mr. Arulampalakumarasuriyar, or
Ratnam, as he was known to his friends, was an
experienced and conscientious engineer in the public
sectoruntil his retirement as Senior Asst. Secretary in
the Ministry of Highways. Later he served as a
Resident Engineer under the Emergency Construc-
tion and Rehabilitation Programme, sponsored by
the World Bank and Asia Development Bank, for

some time.

He hailed from Imayanan in Udupiddy, Jaffna,
being the younger son of the late Mr. Saravanamuthu
Kumarasuriyar, Maniyagar, whom I had the privi-
lege of knowing during my youth as he was a contem-
porary and relation of my father and also my grand-

father, the late Adigar A. Naganather of Kopay.

Ratnam was 79 years old when he passed away
recently in his slecp quite peacefully, after a briel

illness of hardly three days duration. He died as he
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lived, a picture of tranquility and gentleness. He was i
not overtly religious or attached to ritualistic
worship, but he had a heart of gold and a charming
smile that entered him to all his friends and associ-
ates. [ had always experienced a sense of joy when-
ever he visited me at my home, which Joy was shared

by my wife Valli, who herself has now passed away.

I extend my heartfelt condolences to his wife
Vanniyasunthary, whose father the late Mr.
Vanniyanathan was also a dear and res pected family
member of ours, and to his sons and daughters and
particularly tohiselderson-in-law Dr. S. Anandarajah,
the dedicated physician, whom T had the pleasant task
of looking after during his student days, in my capac-
ity as his family guardian.

May our dear and beloved Ratnam’s soul attain
the peace that passeth all understanding during his

sojourn in the higher worlds.

C. Shanmuganayagam
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Arulampalakumarasuriyar

Mr. Arulampalakumarasuriyar, known as Surtyar
to his friends, had his early education at Hindu
College, Jaffna and proceeded to study Engineering
at the Ceylon Technical College. After obtaining his
B.Sc. Engineering degree from the University of
London, he commenced his engineering career as
a Junior Assistant Engineer in the Public Works
Department in 1948. During the course of his career
he served as Executive Engineer at Galle ,
Trincomalee, Nalanda and Anuradhapura and as
construction Engineer for Major Buildings in the
Colombo District and as Chief Engineer of the
Katunayake Road Widening Project for the Non-
aligned Conference. He received his promotions and
served as Superintending Engineer at Kurunegala,

Anuradhapura and Jaffna.

Suriyar also had the distinction of serving as
Special Commissioner of the Jalfna Municipality
and later as the Works Manager of the Kankasanthurai
Cement Factory and also as a Senior Assistant Secre-
tary of the Ministry of Irrigation and Highways. His

was an exemplary and unblemished career in Public

Service. 14

T
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For a short period Suriyar was on a consultancy
assignment in Nigeria and on his return served on the
Mahaweli Development Board. Following this,
Suriyar was called upon to take up the appointment of
Resident Engineer on the Emergency Reconstruction
and Rehabilitation Programme of the North East
Province sponsored by the Asian Development Bank
and the World Bank. This was an extremely arduous
task but Suriyar took up the challenge and imple-
mented the programme under very trying conditions
during the period 1988 to 1990, in his quiet but

persistent way.

Suriyar made very significant contributions to
his motherland without any fuss or fanfare. By nature
he was a very modest and soft spoken gentleman and
never showed any arrogance in whatever position he
held. He was a diligent and honest worker and by the
same tokens expected the same performance from his
juniors. Although he strove for efficiency all the
time, he did not forget the human touch that is so very
necessary for effective management. This way, he
won the hearts of all those who worked for him and
was very successful in obtaining high team produc-
tivity on all the projects that he worked on. Due to his
very tolerant nature he made no enemies and every
one who came to know him became his friend. A
shining aura that set him out in the professional

% sphere was his high sense of honestry and integrity, g%
Vo 1# S
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no part of which he traded for pecuniary gain. Suriyar
was a tall man and he stood as admirably tall in his

honesty and devotion to his profession.

Suriyar though engrossed in his engineering
career was also a family man with a deep sense of
responsibility. He was adevout Hindu with astrongly
developed spiritual sense and his respect for life and
clean living led him to be a strict vegetarian all
through his life. The element of unassuming simplic-
ity remained with him through out his career and after
retirement this led him to take to the pastoral activi-
ties of cultivating and nurturing the lands in his native
village in Jaffna, more for mental peace and satisfac-
tion than for accumulation of profit.

His friends grieve his loss but they all look up to
the shining example he has left behind. May Suriyar
altain the bliss of Moksha for his honest and hard toil
on this earth in the service of his fellow men.

Tudor Gunawardhana

The writer Dr. Tudor Gunawardhana is Retired
Director of Highways and a College of Mr. Suriyar.
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Arulampalakumarasuriyar

Mr. Arulampalakumarasuriyar, kaown to many
of us affectionately as Suriyar, after his primary
education at the Jaffna Hindu College, where he
excelled equally in sports and studies entered the then
University College, Colombo and passed the London
Intermediate Examination in Science. He then
entered the Ceylon Technical College and graduated
with a B.Sc. Degree in Engineering from the London
University in the Year 1947. In 1948 he joined the
then Public works Department as a Junior Assistant
Engineer. After initial practical training in the
various designs and specialised branches of the PWD
head office, the Norton Bridge Hydro Electric Project
and the District Organizations of the PWD he was
posted as Construction Engineer under the Chief
Construction Engineer, handling the major building
projects of Government in and around Colombo. To
name a few some of the Major Buildings constructed
under Suriyar’s supervision are the new Five Storey
Ward Block of the Colombo General Hospital (Na-
tional Hospital), the New Secretariat Seven Storey
Block and Extensions to the Government Press.
He Subsequently functioned as Executive Engineer
and Superintending Engineer in various parts of the
Island. While serving in Jaffna, the Government
in due recognition of Suriyar's General ability and
administrative skill appointe him as Special
Commissioner to administer the affairs of the Jaffna
Municipal Council. As Special Commissioner Jaffna
Municipal Council, he won the admiration and earned
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the respect of all for the very efficient and impartial g
manner in which he administered the affairs of the
Council. Suriyar had by now been noted by his
superiors in the Department as an efficient, sound,
competent Civil Engineer of unquestionable
integrity who always strove o maintain the highest
standards of professional ethics to the best advantage
in the exccution of all works entrusted to him.
Surivar was endowed with a keen intellect that
enabled him to grasp the essentials and fundamentals
necessary to organise and run any new project of the
Department.

When the Government was on the look out for an
officer to function as the Works Manager of the
Cement Factory at Kankesanthurai, it was no surprise
that Suriyar was appointed to this post. Although the
production of cement is not within the scope of a
Civil Engineer’s training, Suriyar through his innate
ability and managerial skills admirably fitted into the
post and discharged his duties with great acceptance
to the staff and the management alike. On reverting
back to Government Service at the end of his period
of secondment, he served as Senior Assistant Secre-
tary and Chief Engineer, Ministry of Highways. In
the capacity of Chiel Engineer Highways he was in
charge of the widening of the Colombo / Katunayake
Road for the Non-Aligned Summit Conference held
in Colombo. On rcaching the optional retiring age of
55 years, Suriyar chose to retire from Government
service to accept a consultancy appointment in
Nigeria where he served for a very brief period and
returned back to Sri Lanka as the climatic conditions
3, of Nigeria and the mode of execution of works were 4
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not to his liking. In Sri Lanka he was drafted into the
Mahaweli Development Board as a consultant on
road works. On the completion of his assignment
with the Mahaweli Development Board he went back
to his native Udupiddy to till his lands as a simple
farmer of which he took great pride, quite under-
standably knowing his nature. Again when the
consultants for the Emergency Rehabilitation and
Reconstruction of roads in the North of Ceylon
carried out under the world Bank and Asian Develop-
ment Bank aid were desperately looking out for a
suitable officer to function as their Resident Engi-
neer, Suriyar was persuaded into accepting the ap-
pointment. He functioned as Resident Engineer of
E.R.R.P. Project Jaffna with great ability shoulder-
ing heavy responsibilities coupled with severe re-
strictions to the execution of works under very trying
circumstances, and accomplished much of the pro-
gramme of work during the years 1988 to 1989. In
carly 1990 when this organization was closed down
due to the situation then prevailing in the North, he
went into retirement from his professional carrier, for
good.

We who had the good fortune of associating
closely with Suriyar for nearly half a century both as
professional colleagues and in private life admire his
sterling qualities of head and heart. He being born
with a silver spoon in his mouth had an aristocratic
bearing but without the slightest trace of arrogance.
He believed in simple living and high thinking, was
soft spoken and courteous with malice to none and
good will to all. His actions and decisions were based

. on justice and fair play tempered with a humane
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touch unaffected by personal emotions even under
the most provocative circumstances as he was pos-
sessed of an unruffled temperament. By any
definition it could be truly said that Suriyar was the
embodiment of a perfect Gentleman. He was adevout
Hindu who lived his religion without ostentation of
his religious picty. His humanness extended to all
living beings and all forms of life and as such he was
a strict vegetarian throughout his life.

Suriyar was essentially a family man. His
devoted wife Vanniasunthary who was his constant
companion was a tower of strength in weathering
many a storm in some of the most turbulent times. His
children are all well placed in life and he having lived
a full and active life a decade more than the psalmists
span of life of three score and ten years has passed
away to the yonder beyond.

We cherish his memory and bemoan the loss of a
dear sincere friend and colleague.

May his Atma attain Moksha and earn eternal
Bliss at the Lotus Feet of Lord Shiva.

V. Navaratnarajah,

V. Thirunavukarasu

The writers are colleague of Mr. Suriyar who had
worded together.

Dr. V. Navaratnarajah is Retired Professor of
Civil Engineering of the Universities of Malaysia
and Jaflna.
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