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YOUR VOICE

INDO-SRI LANKAN PACT

P Varothayasingham, Surrey

| am writing to point out one of the major omissions in
the current Indo-Sri Lankan Pact. It makes no mention of
any provisions to guarantee safety and justice for the
Tamils of Indian origin, who have been toiling in the tea
and rubber plantations since the British took them to Sri
Lanka over 150 years ago.

At the time of independence in 1948 the Tamils of
Indian origin were the second largest group in Sri Lanka.
The indigenous Tamils were, in fact, the third largest
group, after the Sinhalese and the Indian Tamils.

The Gurkhas in Bengal, who arrived there during the last
few decades, have been granted a Provincial Council to
protect their rights. Instead of aiming for a similar set-up
for the Indian Tamils in Sri Lankan tea plantations, the
Indian government seems to have ignored these
Indians!

Even now it is not too late to bring back all those Indian
Tamils who have been deported to India under suc-
cessive pacts between the Indian and Sri Lankan
governments which never bothered to consult these vic-
tims before sealing their fate, and let those Indian Tamils |
live in dignity under a Provincial Council set up as granted
to the Gurkhas in Bengal. |

The Indian Government should realise by now that
they cannot forever please the Sinhalese by selling out |
their own Indian Tamils. An independent homeland for |
the indigenous Tamils and a Provincial Council for the
Indian Tamils will go a long way towards ensuring security
for India in its soft underbelly.

SECOND INTERNATIONAL TAMIL
CONFERENCE

R Kannan, Batticaloa

I wish you success in organising the Second Inter-
national Tamil Conference, and | hope you will keep out
all known anti- liberation activists. The Liberation Move-
ment can do without the involvement of the self-centred
vociferous minority who are interested in short-term per-
sonal gains, either political or material, at the expense of
the vast majority of the Tamils.

EXCELLENT READING MATERIAL

C Visuvanthan, Califormia

The TVI provides excellent reading material on news
and views for the caring Tamils all over the world.
Occasional comments from some readers who detect a
‘tinge of Tigerism' in the paper and who criticise the ‘Ask
Rani” page for example must not be allowed to distract
the paper from its main objective to support the Libera-
tion Movement of the Tamils of Eelam, which is what the
vast majority of the International Tamil Community wants
of the paper. Incidentally, | find Rani's answers very

find articles including the one about Cyprus and the more
recent one which gave some information about the
‘Manal Aru Scheme’ very useful. How can the Sinhalese
claim to be interested in long term peace with the Tamils if
they embark on provocative projects like the Manal Aru
Scheme? You will remember that when the late Egyptian
president MrSadat struck a peace deal with Israel’s former
leader Mr Begin, Israel not only agreed to give back the
Sinai peninsula which Israel captured from Egypt during
the six-day war but also undertock to take back Israeli set-
tlers from the Sinai.

—NO VOICE RAISED AGAINST ATROCITIES

K R Nathan, West Germany

| appreciate the question asked from Rani by Mr N
Vithuran, Enfield, regarding publicity of violations of
human rights and atrocities committed against the Tamils
in the North and East of Sri Lanka.

Again, on page 13 of the same issue (1.2.89) | observe
that many ex-Tamil MPs and prominent figures are con-
testing in the North and East in the parliamentary elec-
tions. It would mean that they want to dedicate their
service to the Tamil community.

But | did not find a single one of them who has raised his

| voice regarding the atrocities committed on the Tamils,

even to the extent of addressing the UNO or the Com-

' monwealth, at least writing to world news magazines such
| as Time or Newsweek orany other news media published

outside Sri Lanka. May be that one or two of them have

| complained of these atrocities when pressed by foreign

reporters, but they have not ventured to contact the
world media on their own,

It is interesting to note that some ex-TULF MPs, after
celebrating their silver jubilee of their service to the Tamil
community, have sought asylum outside Eelam and set-
tled in foreign parts with their families. t-am ashamed of
this type of betrayers who have only sought their own
comfort and safety.

7

EARN £400
IN 50 HOURS !

From the comfort of your home !!

WOULDN'T THIS HELP PAY
YOUR MORTGAGE ?

Whether you are currently employed or not,
IF YOU HAVE A CAR, HOME TELEPHONE
AND
12 HOURS A WEEK TO SPARE, call

0737 832200
between 3 pm and 8 pm ANY DAY.

VACANCIES ALL AREAS

enlightening. | save all my copies of TVI ﬂg.@“ﬂf@ﬁenﬁwaodmam Foundanon

IIUUIdIIaIII uly | ddvdlldlldlll Uy



Ist April 1989

TAMIL VOICE INTERNATIONAL 3

EDITORIAL

THE INDIANS MUST GO

In our last editorial we posed the question whether the Indians will go.
Sadly we have come by evidence that neither President Premadasa who
wished them to leave speedily nor the Indians themselves have shown any
readiness. President Premadasa is in dire need of soldiers and policemen.
He has always had access to the United Nations which can provide him
with a better trained and civilised force. There are many states which are
grieved over the barbarities of the Indians and over the tragedy that has
befallen a model third world welfare state with reasonably high standards
of living unlike what takes place in the confines of their gigantic
neighbour.

Sri Lanka is capable of attracting the support of these peace-loving
states and not be the prey of a neighbour which reeks with corruption from
“top to bottom and whose intelligence agency RAW is known to be bribed
and infiltrated by money, men and women from-foreign security agencies.
Evidently RAW men are flattered by the attention of women spies and
there is no knowing what a case of whisky can do even to the extent of
spiriting away cabinet information from New Delhi, vital information of
what was being planned for Sri Lanka! :

The conduct of IPKF men is similar to that of an army of occupation, not
one that befits the role of peacekeepers. Indian soldiers are being tried in
Jaffna by General Court Martial under section 69 of the Army Act (civil
offence). Several Indian soldiers face trial on charges of rape, sodomy (the
Indian soldiers are also known for their 'heinous’ acts of pederasty) and
looting. These acts are being tried by Summary Courts presided over by
Commanding Officers. One Indian barber in the 93rd Field Regiment has
been punished for raping an unmarried woman and is also being tried for
stealing two wrist watches. Another faces dismissal for committing theft of
gold ornaments. These are random examples. A more precise document is
ready for presentation to world organisations overseeing the violation of
human rights.

We draw attention to these subhuman acts of barbarism for two reasons.
The innocent people of India themselves are at risk. Gandhi's fascist bat-
talions were already let loose in Tamil Nadu during elections in that state.
This is the shape of things to come at India's general election which will be
any time before November 1989. The United Nations which readily calls on
Indian Peacekeepers in various other parts of the world should be aware
that they are an undisciplined rabble, multilingual, incapable therefore of
taking orders from their officers. Their soldiers are drawn from the scum of
Indian society and these men (jawans as they are called) are capable of the
most sordid of crimes, from sodomy and raping to arson and looting.

Other Peacekeeping Forces have been exemplary in their behaviour
wherever they have been posted. Sri Lanka would stand to gain (Sinhalese
and Tamils) if another force was sent to the island. The Indian
Peacekeepers are no longer keepers of the peace. They are an army of
occupation, loathed by the Sinhalese and despised by the Tamils. What is
worse, they are engaged in providing military training and weaponry to
their Tamil clients in Sri lanka so that when they are asked to withdraw by
President Premadasa, the Trojan horse of armed Tamil puppets will creep
out to give battle to Sri Lanka's modest army and to our patriotic
Tamil militants.

There are two threads that an intelligent observer can draw from this
tangled skein. Firstly as the hill-country Tamil leader, Mr S Thondaman,
himself said, the IPKF should withdraw 'lock, stock and barrel’. Secondly,
the best India can do is to 'Divide and Quit’ Sri Lanka, bearing Turkish Cyp-
rus always in mind. In addition, the statement of Bali Ram Bhagat, leader of
the Indian Delegation to the 45th session of the UN Human Rights Com-
mission, is evidence that India feels tremendous sense of guilt that TVI has
in the past few months exposed violations by India of Human Rights in
Sri Lanka.
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CHRISTIANS OF JAFFNA AND THE IPKF

The Christian community in Jaffna,
both Roman Catholic and Protestant,
had endeared itself to the larger com-
munity in Jaffna for over a century.
The Christian missionaries of the
early 19th century pioneered not only
in the sphere of education and higher
learning but also in the field of
medicine, nursing and lexicography.
Every Hindu in Jaffna, unlike many
Buddhists in the south of the Island,
deeply appreciates what the Chris-
tian community had contributed and
is contributing to the people of
Jaffna.

Jaffna was always proud of its
educational institutions because one
of the top priorities of the people of
Jaffna was sound and good educa-
tion. Chauvinistic politics in the
south dealt a heavy blow to the
educational institutions in the north
and was bent to destroy the high stan-
dards, academic excellence and uni-
que quality which these institutions
maintained for long. The worst blow
was received ironically from the IPKF
operation in October 1987 when many
of these institutions were bombed,
shelled, and turned into army and
refugee camps. Education from that
time has not got back to its feet in
Jaffna due to the scare and insecurity
created by the Indian army occupa-
tion and its all-embracing and ever-
frightening operations which still
continue.

It is not meant here that only the
Christians and Christian institutions
have suffered. The Hindus have suf-
fered even more. This article is just to
high-light the bitterness and pain in
the hearts and minds of the Christian
people. The church is as sacred to the
Christians as the temple is to the Hin-
dus. Several churches were des-
troyed during the operation and
desecrated, like for instance the
lovely Anglican Church in Urumpirai.
The Pallai and Uduppiddy churches
were looted, robbed, desecrated and
occupied by the Indian army denying
the right of worship to Christians in
their places of worship. Haughty and
illiterate Indian soldiers stop people
from going to church when there is a
search operation on Sundays and
even prevent the church bell being

by Christophilos, Uduvil

rung. Catholic and Protestant clergy

| are very often subjected to all kinds

of torture, harassment and humilia-
tion by the Indian forces. Many
instances of such harassment and
humiliation can be given.

The recent incident at St.Patrick’s
College, a foremost Catholic edu-
cational institution, where clergy and
teachers were tortured and harassed,
and many other such incidents have
antagonised the Roman Catholic
commuinity in Jaffna. A week before
the parliamentary elections, the
Anglican priest of St.Mary’s Church,
Kopay, was tortured, beaten and
humiliated on the road in front of his
church and taken-into custody, pre-
venting his marriage taking place on
the appointed day. All this was for no
other reason than that a mortar shell
came from the direction of the
church compound.

A large number of individual Chris-
tians were killed, and women and girls
raped during the operations. The
Urumpirai parish itself suffered more
than twelve deaths. Uduvil and
Manipay parishes also suffered many
deaths. The sister and nephew of the
Archdeacon of Jaffna were killed in
their house and the bodies were
allowed to rot for over a week. In the
parish of Thanniyootu, in Mullaitivu
| district, five elderly people were shot
in their houses and their bodies
allowed to rot. All this was done-by
the IPKF who had come to ‘protect
the people and keep peace’.

The recent operation by the IPKF,
talked about by Christians and others
in Jaffna and elsewhere, is the most
brutal killing of the two sisters of the
Christian ¢clegyman of Udupiddy in
the north of the peninsula. The most
tragic aspect of this meaningless kill-
ing is that one of those sisters was an
expectant mother and a bullet had
gone through the body of the unborn
baby. All these incidents have caused
a deep sense of agony, bitterness and
desperation in the minds of all
Christians.

The IPKF went into action from
October 1987 to disarm the LTTE
and protect the people. If we are to
DivéfrestbpiionienzoryFanddisefer. to the

noolaham org | aavanaham org

Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement signed on
29 July 1987 by the heads of both
countries, where it was stated in
unmistakable terms: “The govern-
ments of India and Sri Lanka will co-
operate in ensuring the physical
security and safety of all communities
inhabiting the northern and eastern
provinces”, every operation should
have ensured the guarantee given in
this clause of the agreement. How
much of Jaffna history, sociology, cul-
ture and language of the people, their
aspirations and disappointments, did
the Indian leaders and the IPKF
know before venturing into the
troubled waters of the ethnic problem
in Sri Lanka and impulsively rushing
into an agreement and subsequent
operations? To what extent did the
Sri Lankan government brief India in
the interests of its own Tamil
people?

The Agreement and the operations
by the IPKF will always be part of the
most tragic and darkest period in the
history of our people. The blood of
the innocents cries to God for justice
to our people.

JVP STRIKE A SUCCESS

JVP exploded bombs, attacked
buses and forced shops to close and
offices to shut on March 21 in a strike
against what they called “government
murders.” The strike was called after
more than 70 people, including JVP
and security men, were killed on Sun-
day, March 19. Among these were 17
men found shot dead in the north-
central Anuradhapura district. A note
near the bodies left by the shadowy
Black Cats vigilante group claimed
responsibility. There are reports that
the 17 had been in police custody and
the accusation is that the Black Cats
is merely a front to cover clandestine
executions by the security forces.

NEW SECURITY MEASURES

Two months affer it lifted a six-
year-old state of emergency, the Sri
Lankan Government yesterday an-
nounced plans for new security laws
to curb continuing violence in the
island. Hundreds of people have been
killed as anti-government extremists
have continued a campaign of sabo-
tage, strikes and murder of those
helping to maintain the UNP
administration.
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FORTNIGHTLY FORUM

THE TRAPPINGS
OF POWER

Annamalai Varadaraja Perumal is a
frustrated man according to sources
in Colombo. Despite being flown to
New Delhi to meet with his political
master, life as Chief Ministeris not all
that he expected it to be. For one, the
Provincial Council is not working as
he would like it to. His Citizens’
Voluntary Forece (CVF) has yet to
receive a day’s official pay or be
issued with a single official weapon.
For another, a new force in the shape
of the Eelavar Democratic Front
(EDF), the political wing of EROS,
has begun to take shape. Then there
has been the sudden and surprise
resignation of Dayan Jayatillake, the
only Sinhalese in the North-East Pro-
vincial Council, from his portfolio of
Minister of Planning, Manpower Re-
sources Mobilisation and Youth
Affairs. One of the reasons cited for
his departure is his fear of political
alienation from the left movement in
the south. In his letter of resignation,
he suggested that a Non-Aligned
Peace Keeping Force replace the
IPKF: “That would also exclude
those states that helped militarise the
Sri Lankan state during the ethnic
war, Given the rate of growth of the
JVP, I do not agree that we should
wait for the CVF, the Tamil police
and the Tamil battalions of the Sri
Lankan army to be setup to complete
the withdrawal of the IPKF.” Mr
Jayatillake requested the Chief
Minister to consider the Provincial
Council a caretaker administration
and to give thought to the possibility
of a mid-term election.

BREAK-UP OF THE TAMIL
MIS-ALLIANCE

While the Chief Minister broods
over such imponderables, Mr Amir-
thalingam has announced that the
EPRLF will henceforth function as a
separate group in Parliament and will
not accept the whip of the TULF
under whose symbol it contested the
general elections. Amir who realised
his ambition to be an MP again when
he entered Parliament on the Nat-

ional list of the TULF said that the
other three parties of the Tamil Front
would continue to function under him
as part of the TULF. He said that
though it was not legally possible for
this arrangement to be worked out,
“this had been resorted to for the
sake of convenience.” He added that
he did not envisage this arrangement
causing any problems in the future.
He is after all a man of his word.

EROS in the interim has rejected
the EPRLF’s request te join the
CVF. A Central Committee member
said that though invitations to enlist
members had been sent to EROS,
they had not responded because “the
CVF’s unsavoury reputation could
affect EROS and tarnish its image.”
EROS feels that the CVF should be
dissolved by the IPKF and a fresh
provincial police be formed from rep-
resentatives of all communities. What
the national government, under its
new leader, has to say about all this
remains to be seen.

ASK NOT AND YE
SHALL RECEIVE

The main feature of the appoint-
ment of 67 year old Mr Dingiri Banda
Wijetunga as Prime Minister of Sri
Lanka seems to be that he never
asked for the appointment. Unlike
the two men who lobbied incessantly
for the job, Gamini Dissanayake and
Lalith Athulathmudali, the new
Prime Minister had precisely the
qualities that President Premadasa
wanted - he was a senior party mem-
ber having joined the UNP in 1946, he
had no known enemies within the
party and was uncontroversial. Most
importantly, unlike the “gruesome
twosome” who coveted the Pre-
sidency itself, Mr Wijetunge had no
desire for higher office, and hence
unlikely to use the Premiership to
build himself up as a rival to the
President.

When people talk about the new
Prime Minister, “The Hindu” re-
ports, the adjectives that erop up
most frequently are “simple”, “un-
assuming”, “amiable” and “unam-
bitious.” He is not from the west-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

ernised political elite but from a
middle-class Kandyan background
that gives him access to the Kandyan
peasantry. Moreover, his involve-
ment in organising the Buddha
Jayanthi celebrations in 1956 gave
him contacts among the Buddhist
clergy; not a bad power-base for any
politician. But he will need more than
that to function effectively as Finance
Minister which will probably prove a
more difficult job than being Prime
Minister. He has the responsibility of
persuading aid donors to continue
with the bucks, and also to find ways
of funding the Premadasa Plan.

BLESSED ARE THE POOR

The Premadasa Plan for Allevia-
tion of Poverty is underway with the
Janasaviya Patha which is now being
printed to replace the food stamps
currently in use. A family unit with a
minimum of five persons will be
entitled to receive Rs.2,500. The
‘patha’ which is in book form is worth
Rs.1,458, and the balance of Rs.1,042
will be banked in the family name
until they are deemed fit to use it. The
distribution of the Janasaviya Patha
is to be undertaken by a special
committee comprising government
agents, local government officials and
special appointees. It remains to be
seen whether the last category will
prove another vehicle for providing
jobs for the boys (and girls). Mr
Amirthalingam’s pronouncement on
the subject was that the Janasaviya
Patha was “one of the main reasons
that prompted the poor people to
vote for Mr Premadasa and the
UNP... I hope due to the inadequacy
of the funds, it will not be restricted to
a smaller percentage of the popula-
tion.” Mr Bala Tampoe, on the other
hand, had a more pragmatic res-
ponse: “We do not think that the
alleviation of poverty will result in the
ending of the prevailing war situation
in the country, which has been due to
the repressive policies implemented
by the government and the gross
abuse of human rights.” The best res-
ponse of all was brief: “Come back
Ronnie, come back Ronnie'’!

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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THIRUKKURAL

S.Sriskandarajah

ursrar grigie BrE&Er&s SroUrSsre

Cerariur QerdiypEgy UL®.

Yaa Kaavaar Aayinum Naa Kaakica Kaavaakkaal

Soakaappar Sol Izhukku-p-Paddu

“Whatever else you may not control, control your tongue
lest you should repent your indiscreet words”

This is a couplet that occurs in the
chapter on self control to which
Thiruvalluvar attaches great impor-
tance. The importance he attaches is
such that in the very opening Kural he
says that self control places one
among the Gods and that lack of it
leads one to darkness of hell. If only
one could control his five senses, he
will experience bliss for ever. Thiru-
valluvar cites the case of atortoiseina
troubled situation. When a tortoise is
in trouble and wants to protect itself
from harm it withdraws its five
exposed parts (the head and four
legs) and remains motionless like a
rock. This instinctive act of the tor-
toise, which is also practised in a mar-
vellous way by the hedgehog, enables
it to ward off danger and to live
peacefully.

Of the ten couplets in the chapter
on self control, Thiruvalluvar has
devoted three couplets for control of
speech. It is significant to remember
that Thiruvalluvar has a special chap-
ter on “‘Power in speech” (Sol Vanmai
- chapter 65). In the view of Thiru-
valluvar, if knowledge is power,
speech is super power or double
power.

Let us now return to the Kural taken
for review. Whatever else people may
fail to control, they should keep guard
over their lips. Through the fault of
their tongue they may shed bitter
tears. There are many things which
people should guard against but it
may be difficult for them to guard
against all dangers. Even if this be so,
there is one thing which they should at
all costs guard against - control of
one’s tongue. It is easier said than
done. Neverthelgss it is very impor-
tant to testrain one’s tongue.

Speech is a feature which dis-
tinguishes humans from animals. But

the very tongue by its twisting, turn-
ing, and twirling by which speech is
made many a time pushes humans
into the animal kingdom. This then is
the reason why we should be careful in
the use of the tongue as an instru-
ment of speech. Though speech is the
feature that helped the early primates
to metamorphose into humans, yet
speech has become so simple and
easy to use that we find it difficult to
control it. This precisely is the reason
why Thiruvalluvar says that we have to
be extremely cautious in the use of
our tongue. History is replete with
instances where a minor slip of the
boneless tongue has cost the loss of
millions of lives as well as the destruc-
tion of established empires.

Why speak of ancient empires and
forgotten historians, when we have a
classical example of a woman minis-

ter in the United Kingdom. Because

she gave vent to her dogmatic views
without ascertaining all the facts and
statistics beforehand she had to forgo
her ministerial position. No amount of
prevarication, excuse, explanation or
interpretation could put her original
wrong right, nor convince the
people.

It would be refreshing to note a

Kural applicable to the episode
referred to in the preceding para-

| graphs. “Aakkamum Kerdum Atha-

naal Varuthalaal Karththompal Sol-
linkan Sorvu” That is, as both pros-
perity and ruin are caused by words,
one must guard against imperfec-
tions in one's speech.

Let us therefore think twice before
we speak. The tongue is a good ser-
vant but a dreadfully dangerous mas-
ter. Let us therefore be master of our
tongue if we want to prosper in life.

LTTE AND. PRABAHARAN OCCUPY LEADERSHIP ROLE

Federation of Tamil Associations, UK re-asserts

We are receiving horrendous
reports of civilian deaths due to
current operations taking place in Sri
Lanka. We beg your Excellency to
halt this carnage, and engage in a
dialogue with the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam. We have always in-
formed your Excellency that we
applauded your views held prior to
October 1987 that a military solution
to the ethnic crisis in Sri Lanka is
not viable.

As anintelligent group of people, in
communication with our kith and kin,
we are aware of what is going on, and
we base our understanding on these
communications. This Federation
has no reason to alter our declaration
of 12th July 1987, that the LTTE, and

~ (Excerpts from aletter dated March 4, 1989, addressed to Mr Rajiv. Gendhi)

leadership role of the Tamil National
Struggle. We would stand by this
declaration, and do whatever we can
to abate a military solution, and work
towards a political settlement.

We still stand for our rights and will
not be deviated by attempts of fic-
titious or empirical solutions. We beg
your Excellency to create conditions
for dialogue with our leadership, the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.
Your Excellency gave the Tamil peo-
ple an assurance of protection. We -
beg you to put into force that as-
surance of protection without delay,
rather than engage in military oper-
ations to crush the Tamil National
Struggle and to inflict heavy cas-.
ualties of death and suffering on the
Tamil people.

Didligpillay NPriphbaraauneetapy the

nnn’aﬁam oralggyvionahar
e o
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Ak Rara

THE FIGHT FOR
TAMIL EELAM

Dear Rani,

I would like to know who Eelam
Tamils are. I see that many of the
articles in TVI are written by Tamils
living all over the globe. These people
may never return to Sri Lanka as they
may be citizens of their country of
abode. And if they do return will they
be accepted as Eelam Tamils?

I would also like to know who is
fighting for Tamil Eelam. As there are
many Tamil groups fighting for Tamil
Eelam, I don't think they will ever
succeed. Even if they do succeed will
there be a single Tamil Eelam or
several Eelams, and which part of the
country will comprise Tamil Eelam?

If the fighting goes on at this rate,
all you will see are several Tamil
Eelams and Tamil fighting Tamil for
his Tamil Eelam. AsIsee it, the world
is laughing at what is taking place
amongst the Tamils of the north
and east.

Ihope that everything will work out
for the good of the Tamil-speaking
people. May the Tamils bear with
each other and forgive whatever
grievances they may have against one
another. May they love each other so
that there may be joy, peace, happi-
ness and freedom to walk about free

in Tamil Eelam. - Angelo Chrysostom,
Lage-Lippe, West Germany.

You raise several points in your

letter, to some of which there are
no simple, straightforward answers.
Take the case of Tamil Eelam. To some
it is a state of mind, to others it is a
cultural, linguistic grouping, and for
many a separate nation. I would say
that Eelam Tamils are those who iden-
tify themselves as such regardless of
where they may be living or hope to live
in the future. One must bear in mind,
after all, that there are Tamils living
both in Sri Lanka and abroad who
have no affinity with Eelam Tamils,
and would even go so far as to deny the
concepl. As a geographical entity,

Tamil Eelam refers to the north and
eastof Sri Lanka, and if you turn. to the
page on Tamil Eelam News in TVI,
you will see a map thereof.

I don't Enow if there are many
groups fighting for Tamil Eelam as a
geographical entity. Those political
groups who participaled in the General
Election, by their very act repudiated
any commitment they may have had to

Tamil Eelam as candidates were

required to dissociate themselves from
calling for a separate state. Thus the
LTTE is left as the sole group fighting
for Tamil Eelam. And let us get one
thing very clear. There is only one
Tamil Eelam - a non-divisible, non-
negotiable concept. I do not share your
pessimism that Tamil Eelam will not
succeed. On the contrary I believe that

| at the very least Tamil Eelam will be
akin to Tamil Nadu in India. The

views of people like yourself are very
important for those of us involved in
the Eelam struggle, and we hope that
you confinue to give us your much
needed support.

FRIENDSHIP TREATIES

Dear Rani,

There is a talk of a Friendship
Treaty being signed between Sri
Lanka and India in the near future. Is
there a precedent for this as far as
India is concerned, or is this to be the
first time? - Margie Alles, Canada.

The UNP manifesto on which

President Premadasa was elec-
ted stated the need for a Friendship
Treaty with India supposedly to cor-
rect any imbalances in Sri Lanka'’s
foreign policy relations with India. It
seems that what is being proposed is a
treaty on the lines of the Indo-Souviet
Treaty of August 1971. By this treaty
India and the Soviet Union agreed to
come to the aid of each other if either
was attacked by a third party. It was
with the idea of keeping China out of
the Bangladesh war that India sought
this security guarantee from the
Soviets.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

WORLD FEDERATION OF
TAMILS - CONFERENCE -

Dear Rani,

I have just seen on the back page of
TVI of 1 March the announcement
that the second International Tamil
Conference is to be held in London at
the end of April. We Tamils are
always good at talking, but I am not
sure as to what purpose this con-
ference is supposed to achieve. Can
yvou enlighten me on this matter? I
also would like to know how this con-
ference is to be financed, and whether
there are people coming from over-
seas - Ragurajan T, Hants.

The conference, as you are pro-
bably aware, is being organised
by the World Federation of Tamils
which has its headquarters in London.

| I understand from the organisers that

the main purpose of the gathering is to
formulate an international agenda for
the Tamil struggle. It is necessary to
regatn much of the international
ground that has been lost, particularly
since the Peace accord and the pro-
paganda generated by the Indian
Government. It is equally important to
evaluate and assess the current situa-
tion in view of the provincial, presiden-
tial and general elections, and to
suggest a political agenda to comple-
ment the military one. As far as financ-
ing is concerned - and there are several
internalional speakers coming this
year - it is hoped to defray costs by
charging a nominal fee in the region of
£25 per delegate. The conference last
year left the World Federalion over
£10,000 in the red. Unfortunately our
wealthier Tamil sisters and brothers
have not been able to underwrite this
cost

noolaham org | aavanaham org



8 TAMIL VOICE INTERNATIONAL

Ist April 1989

ACCEPT TAMIL NATIONALISM

It is a great relief to Tamils all over
the world that Kalaignar Karunanidhi
and the DMK are in power in Tamil
Nadu now. The government of Tamil
Nadu can henceforth have a signifi-
cant influence on the Indian Govern-
ment to the benefit of the Tamils of
Eelam and to India as well.

We must be able to offer the Cen-
tral Government of India, through the
State Government of Tamil Nadu,
something substantial without com-
promising our goal of re-establishing
Tamil Eelam which would live in
peace with its neighbours and the rest
of the world, just as Singapore does
with Malaysia and other countries. I
have a particular admiration for
Singapore and its successful econ-
omy and I see no reason why the
Tamils of Eelam cannot hope to emu-
late Singapore’s success. We must
remember that Singapore started off
with an economy based on cheap
labour performing semi-skilled tasks
such as assembling electronic goods
for British, American and Japanese
firms and has now progressed to an
economy based mainly on high-
technology and capital intensive
industries.

Governments do not give away any-
thing for nothing and India is no
exception. The Indians know that
until the time that Mr Gandhi let
loose his army on the Tamils of
Eelam, we, the Tamils of Eelam,
referred to India as Mother India. We
were their most loyal friends outside
India. Mr Gandhi believed that by
using brute force on the Tamils they
could be subdued and India could
then, with the co-operation of the
Sinhalese majority in the island, have
the regional political advantage that
she was seeking. This gamble has not
paid off, as consequences show, the
last being defeat in the Tamil Nadu
elections.

It is not to India's credit that the
Tamils and even others in India and
elsewhere now believe that India’s
involvement in the Tamil tragedy was
almost entirely for the purpose of
gaining a foothold on her island
neighbour. It is also not to India’s
credit that her army has not behaved
impeccably, in keeping with the
widely held belief that hers was one of

by S Kailasanathan, Middlesex, UK

. the best disciplined armies in the
| world. This myth too has been
| shattered.

We all make mistakes. We can also
correct our mistakes and make
amends, It is not a mistake that
Eelam Tamils took up arms to defend
themselves after 36 years of tyranny.
It is naive for anyone to seriously
expect the Tamils to surrender their
arms. The Tamils will continue to
have a limited military capability,
enhanced by the valour and ingenuity
of Tamil youth, to liberate themselves
and to safeguard their freedom and
integrity. We are not prepared to dis-
honour the sacrifice of our dead, our
martyrs, and to go back fo where we
were before the events of 1983. Those
events mark a turning point in the his-
tory of the Tamils of Eelam and have
set in motion an irreversible process
of liberation for the Tamils which no

| outside force can now stop.

The Sinhalese have to come round

| to accept Tamil Nationalism as a
| reality, but there is no reason why

they should not try to combine their
nationalism with ours for dealing with
matters of common interest. It would
be useful for the Sinhalese to con-
sider that the inhabitants of this
island have the highest literacy rate,
the highest standard of living, and,

even with all the murders taking
place, the highest life expectancy for
that region of the world. All this is
being slowly diluted because of their
continued confrontation with a new
generation of Tamils who will settle
for nothing less than liberation from
Sinhalese domination. Co-operation
by consent with the Sinhalese, Yes.
Domination by the Sinhalese, No.
The Indian government too must
stop pursuing their destructive policy
of trying to subdue the Tamils in
order to placate the Sinhalese. This
policy of theirs has antagonised the

| Tamils all over the world including
| those of Tamil Nadu. They can do

something constructive instead, like
helping us to liberate ourselves and in
return asking us to take back some of
the unsettled, unwillingly repatriated
plantation Tamils off their hands,
thus relieving the social and financial
burden on Tamil Nadu. India did this
in the case of Bangladesh. There were
ten million Bangladeshi refugees in
India and Bangladesh took back all
the refugees after liberation. Why not
give us the same assistance that
Bangladesh had? On balance this
might be the best course of action for
India for her own long term good and
her unity.

TELF SCOFFS AT

VARATHARAJA PERUMAL

Tamil Eelam Liberation Front
scoffs at the recent statement of Mr
Varatharaja Perumal, the puppet
leader born out of an unholy con-
spiracy to crush Tamil nationalism in
Eelam. Mr Perumal, the willing mer-
cenary who wanted to taste power
and devolution promised in the Pro-
vincial Council Bill and in the 13th
Amendment, cannot now pretend
ignorance of the contents of the Pro-
vineial Council Bill and paint a pic-
ture to the world that he has been
cheated. No one in his senses will
accept his bluff.

The people of Tamil Eelam cannot
be hoodwinked by his erocodile tears
when he states that his experience of
the last three months has been bitter
due to the step-motherly treatment

Di&‘i’thtgél b)(/’ %oc;%hgirﬁjFé’ notg?ont.’inhala

Government and Ministers who are
unwilling to share power with him.

Only 12% of the people gave their
vote to the EPRLF-led Alliance in the
stage-managed elections, with bay-
onet and bullet,for the Tamils’ ballot
in the Parliamentary Elections. Per-
haps the undue prominence given to
his statement in the Indian mass
media leaves one to ponder seriously
whether some more sinister traps are
being laid to further Sinhalese neo-
colonialism. Nevertheless, the people
of Tamil Nadu will not be fooled any
longer as the legitimate aspirations of
the Eelam Tamil people are being
taken up by a popular DMK govern-
ment under the able veteran leader-
ship of Dr Karunanidhi.

continued on page 18
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OCCUPIED JAFFNA

Ireturned to my homeland in Jaffna
after six years absence on 6 February
1989. As we drove cautiously towards
Jaffna town 1 saw Indian army per-
sonnel almost everywhere, outnum-
bering the local population. The
approach roads to Jaffna were strewn
with coconut and palmyrah logs, and
full of pot-holes presumably as a
deterrent to fast-moving vehicles.
Indian sentries in red-mud huts could
be seen on the roadside. Heavy duty

army trucks were on patrol round the

clock while radio-equipped soldiers
roamed the streets. I wondered
whether what I was seeing was ‘nor-
mal’ as T had been told in London that
the situation in the North-East was
back to normal!

Early in the morning, when the
town is fast asleep, Indian patrols
stomp the Jaffna streets, followed by
passing Indian military trucks in con-
voys of four or more driven at break-
neck speed. By about 8-30 am, youth
in civilian dress and slippers parade
the streets in batches of two to four
with bren-guns slung on their should-
ers. I was told that they were from the
ranks of the EPRLF. A team of ten-
man strong armed Indian soldiers in
full battle dress escort them on
their rounds.

The people of Jaffna have got used
to this situation. They go about their
business indifferent to what is hap-
pening around them. The men and
women - there are more women than
men now - do their chores on foot, on
bicycles and rarely by cars. The only
other private, non-military vehicles
on the roads are the buses and vans.
The vans, generally overcrowded, are
often stopped and searched for guns
and other weapons, and for suppor-
ters of the “Tigers’. People are not
allowed to congregate in numbers of
more than two. Hardly anyone talks
on the streets or even in crowded
places like hospitals and bazaars.
The quiet atmosphere is in sharp con-
trast to the brash and highhanded
behaviour of the Indian visitors.

The Indian forces speak in broken
English, interspersed with mum-
blings in Hindi. I was told that many
innocent civilians were beaten up or

Victor Cherubim, Chairman, TRAG

Occupied Palaly Airport

killed by the troops due to com-
munication  difficulties.  Undue
threats by the forces and fear among
the citizens are crippling all channels
of communication. The Citizens’
Committee members act as media-
tors, but not very successfully.

To the youth of Jaffna every pass-
ing moment is one of fear, torture or
uncertainty as to what will happen
next, They are afraid to talk even
among themselves for fear of rec-
rimination. Very often they are stop-
ped, searched and manhandled or
arrested for later treatment. Most of

| the attacks on the youth are conduc-

ted at interrogation centres or camps,
the notorious one being that at Ashok
Hotel, opposite the Jaffna Clock
Tower. Jaffna is now more of a con-
centration camp than a meeting
place. Anyone can be herded into the
camps by the ‘ruling’ youth aided by
Indian ‘advisers’, for alleged support
for the Tigers, and put through days
of interrogation under severe tor-
ture.

Every family in Jaffna on the
average has lost either a bread-
winner or a near relative. Their
houses have either been bombed or
taken at gunpoint and occupied by
Indian troops or the local militia.
Each residence has a five-feet deep
pit dug out in the back yard for
shelter at times of air raids. These
remain as a reminder of the air-borne
attacks of yester-year,

Even on days when there is no eur-

Digiizpeopldadoafistventadeton to the

roads after nightfall. They have no
choice but to watch TV at home if the
sets have escaped damage by the
army. The Sri Lankan TV News is
often jammed or distorted while
Indian TV news always relays news of
‘favourable’ events in the North-East
as a matter of priority. The standard
form of mass punishment is recurrent

| electricity cuts and cutting off of

telephone communication lines bet-
ween Jaffna and the rest of Sri Lanka.
Closure of sheps and-schools is anor-
mal event in occupied Jaffna.

During the general elections,
Indian soldiers went about distribut-
ing poll cards from house to house
ohtaining signatures of acknowledge-
ment from heads of houscholds.
Some were forcibly taken in army
vehicles to polling booths and ‘made’
to vote. One voter told me that he
showed his apathy to the elections by
marking the ballot with the words
“kasippu.”

Two shades of opinion can be
observed in Jaffna. Some people view
the Indian occupation of the North
and East as a lesser evil compared
with the atrocities of the Sinhalese.

- Others see it as betrayal of the trust

of the freedom fighters. I am con-
strained to say that what the Indian
occupation of the North-East has
done is manifold: one, it has made the
citizen reticent but resilient; two, it
has opened up a lucrative market for
goods imported from India; three, it
has given vent to the pent-up
emotions of the Sikhs over the ethnic
problem in the Punjab; four, it has
made the Tamils of Tamil Nadu a
force to be reckoned with by the
Indian  political and  military
echelons.

One person confided in me that he
was seeking asylum abroad as the
only way forward to a life of dignity
and self-respect. On hearing of the
difficulties faced by refugees in
prison cells in London, he still felt
that a year in a British jail is equiv-
alent to a day’s life in Jaffna. He was
furious and almost burst into tears
when I told him that the opinion of the
outside world is that ‘life in Jaffna is
returning to normal’.

noolaham org | aavanaham org
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AT THE FORTY FIFTH SESSION OF UNITED

FEBRUARY -

We publish excerpts from 1) an appeal made by the World Federation of Tamils 2) a statement by Martin Ennals, Secretary-
General of International Alert, and 3) the statement made by the Indian representative in which he made reference to the

appeal and TVI
1. THE TAMIL APPEAL

In a small corner of the universe
thatis Sri Lanka, populated by nearly
16 million people, the hope of peace
and harmony continues to elude the
people. In any event it has not
materialised for the ordinary Sri Lan-
kan, particularly the battered and
bruised Sri Lankan Tamil.

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
BY ENACTMENTS

The process of discrimination and
suppression of the fundamental
rights of the Tamil people has been
manipulated by successive Sinhala
governments by means of dis-
criminatory and iniquitous legislation
like the Citizenship Act, Official
Language Act, the Prevention of
Terrorism Act, emergency and
administrative regulations, etc.

The Prevention of Terrorism Act,
which has been likened to its South
African counterpart and described as
a hlot on the statute book of Sri
Lanka, originally enacted as a tem-
porary measure, has been made a
permanent enactment. What is
worse, its corollary the Indemnity Act
gives the security forces a blanket
immunity from prosecution or other
legal proceedings for any illegal act
done by them under the PTA. Ever
since its enactment in 1979, the Tamil
homelands of the North and East of
Sri Lanka have been devastated and
become the hunting ground for the
marauding security forces composed
of cadres recruited mainly, if not
wholly, from the majority Sinhalese
population.

The dreadful acts of arbitrary
arrests and detention without trial for
indefinite periods, torture, involun-
tary disappearances after arrest,
extra-judicial killings, looting and
destruction of houses and properties
of the Tamils by both Sri Lankan and
Indian troops in the North and East
of Sri Lanka are the norm rather than
the exception. It was only recently
that the World Bank and USAID have
estimated that around 60% of the

161,000 houses in Jaffna in North Sri
Lanka need reconstruction rather
than repair. No foreign correspon-
dents, no representatives of Non-
Governmental Organisations or even
of the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) are allowed to
enter the northern and eastern reg-
ions of Sri Lanka. The local press has
been muzzled. There is a ban on the
publication of any news or informa-
tion prejudicial to the so-called
Indian Peace Keeping Force or India’s
proteges. Thus the suppression of the
basiec right of freedom of expression
goes on unabated.

In terms of the so-called Indo-Sri
Lanka Peace Accord, the Sri Lankan
armed. forces were to cease their
operations in the North and East and
return to barracks leaving the so-
called peace-keeping duties to the
Indians. But this covenant is being
honoured only in the breach and Sri
Lankan armed forces continue to
terrorise the Tamil villagers in the
North and East.

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
BY IPKF

Rev. Fr. Chandra Fernando

The IPKF, which ostensibly enter-
ed Sri Lanka on a peace- keeping mis-
sion, was scon to disturb whatever
semblance of peace that prevailed in
the North and East soon after its
arrival. The euphoria of the Tamils of
Sri Lanka was suddenly shaken when
the Indian troops without warning
went on rampage, killing, maiming,
raping and torturing innocent Tamil

Digdireombhieitson ouwagdkiithat has
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been acknowledged as more bar-
barous and brutal than that of the Sri
Lankan forces. Since the arrival of the
IPKF on the soil of the Tamil home-
land of Sri Lanka, several human
rights activists like Rev Fr Chandra
Fernando, Messrs Ahmed Lebbe,
Rasasangari, V Paramanathan, K
Kandasamy, K Sivanandasundaram
and others have been gunned down.

SILENCE OF INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY AND
INEFFECTIVE ACTIONS

One can only recount these grave
human rights abuses againstinnocent
people. The international community
and forums merely pay lip-service to
the sufferings of these unfortunate
innocent folk. The six-year old em-
ergency is said to have been lifted in
January, 1989 leaving the PTA and
the Indemnity Act untouched. Only
the other day, soon after the declara-
tion of the ending of emergency rule,
the Indian representative in Sri
Lanka, Mr J N Dixit, told the
press that the lifting of the emer-
gency will make no difference to
the role of the Indian troops in
Sri Lanka.

NEED FOR THE PRESENCE OF

. RED CROSS AND OTHERS

There is neither police enquiry nor
investigation. There are neither legal
institutions nor judges. We, there-
fore, appeal that the International
Red Cross be permitted to visit the

| North-East of Sri Lanka.

No matter how bad, how cruel, how
bharbarous the acts committed by the
IPKF are, the truth is not known by
the international community. The
truth remains buried and the human
rights situation continues to degen-
erate. We, therefore, appeal that
foreign correspondents and UN
observers be permitted to report the
correct situation in the North-East of
Sri Lanka.

NEED FOR PEACE

Peace, progress and human rights
are all interlinked as pointed out by
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NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

MARCH 1989

the wife of the Nobel Prize winner for
Peace, Andrei Sakrov, in Osloin 1980,
If there are no human rights there will
be resistance or violence. Resistance
will resultin absence of peace. Absence
of peace will impede, retard or com-
pletely halt progress.

The Indian and Sri Lankan Gov-
ernments are not prepared to accept
reality; not now, not in the future. Let
us accept the fact that there is
terrorism in the North-East of Sri
Lanka under the cover of moderation
and ‘bringing LTTE into political
mainstream’. Even recently IPKF
soldiers dealt ruthlessly with a dem-
onstration by the Jaffna University
Students where the protest had been
limited to slogans and placards. Two
students were killed.

DUTY BESTOWED ON
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

The International Community
which, knowingly or unknowingly,
supported the present situation in Sri
Lanka has an obligation to rectify it.
Some countries, at the inception,
supplied weapons which resuited in
escalation of violence. Some others
sent their military personnel who car-
ried out aerial bombings. All the
Commonwealth Nations irrespon-
sibly welcomed the Indo-Sri Lankan
Accord at their summit meeting held
in 1987, even though Tamils were not
a party to the Accord and especially
at a time when thousands of Tamil
civilians were being ruthlessly killed
by the Indian forces in Jaffna. Their
support strengthened the hands of
the persecutors. Some super- powers
openly pronounced their support for
India in her political adventure into
North-East Sri Lanka.

REMEDY REQUIRED

The International Commungity has .

an obligation to rectify the situation
and therefore must do its utmost
to:

a)bring peace and tranquillity in the
North-East of Sri Lanka,

b) bring about a situation which will
enable the 250,000 refugees living all
over the world to return to their

country.

¢) reactivate the economy so that

millions of people in Sri Lanka may
not die of starvation.

d) restore human rights and freedom
to the Tamils in the North-East of
Sri Lanka.

2. INTERNATIONAL ALERT

It is two years since this Commis-
sion approved a resolution regarding
the situation in Sri Lanka and urged
the Sri Lankan Government to facili-
tate the work of the International
Committee of the Red Crossin fulfill-
ing its normal conventional activities
of protecting victims of conflict under
internationally recognised standards
of humanitarian law.

In the interim period there have
been many developments in Sri
Lanka, including an Indo-Sri Lankan
Accord under which an Indian Peace
Keeping Force has taken over many
of the normal functions of the Nat-
ional Security Forces of Sri Lanka in
the North and East of the country.

Despite  these developments,
which may be seen as positive, the
human rights violations have not
ceased. On the contrary, they
have increased to the point where
they have encroached upon the

| demoecratic process in all parts of

n

the country.

The Indian Peace Keeping Forces
have been responsible for violations
of human rights and thousands of
affidavits have been submitted by
bona fide lawyers detailing the offen-
ces of the IPKF members. There has
been disciplinary action taken but the
complaints continue,

Prominent individuals, lawyers,
politicians and other professionals
have been individually targeted and
killed and mass murders have be-
come seemingly both unavoeidable
and a major contribution to the
environment of violence and viol-
ations. The killings affect and are car-
ried out by this wide variety of official
and unofficial groups. In these cir-
cumstances, the rule of law and
government through ballet becomes
increasingly difficult.

The purpose of this aceount is to

D e wtop

e to stop

the violence which has plagued the
country since the last meeting of this
Commigsion. One real result of this
violence is that the traditional role of
the courts in terms of Habeas Corpus
actions and other legal procedures is
eroded to the point of disappearance.
There is no effective procedure.

The Human Rights Commission
has already expressed its concern
about the Sri Lankan tragedy. The
appointment of a rapporteur or arep-
“resentative at this time would be
welcomed by a cross section of opi-
nion in Sri Lanka. It is this type of
initiative which could show the way
ahead in Sri Lanka and provide an
example which might be applicable
elsewhere, in other countries torn
apart by their own conflicts.

3. INDIA COMPLAINS
OF TERRORISM AGAINST
IPKF

The Provincial Council of the
North-East province is faced with
many challenges particularly with
regard to law and order, civil adminis-
tration, resettlement of displaced
persons, financial difficulties, recon-
struction and the rehabilitation of
heavily damaged infrastructure. We
believe that the future of peace in the
north and east will depend on the out-
come of this unique experiment, and
the ability of the North-Eastern Pro-
vincial Couneil to successfully battle
against terrorist groups ftrying to
undermine it. The North-Eastern
Provincial Council and its battle
against terrorism deserve the support
of all well-wishers of Sri Lanka, who
believe in the unity and integrity of
Sri Lanka.

Turmoil in the neighbouring coun-
try will inevitably spill over into our
own. We, therefore, have a vital stake
in peace in Sri Lanka. The IPKF is
waging a difficult campaign under
trying circumstances. A propaganda
war of nerves has been mounted
against it aimed at blackening the
reputation of the IPKF and at de-
moraliging it. This is an integral part
of the campaign of terrorism against
the IPKF. But these groups stand
exposed by the fact that while they

continued on page 18
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BRUTAL MURDER OF TWO WOMEN BY THE IPKF

On the day of the General Election,
15 February 1989, the following per-
sons were staying in a house on Jaffna
Road, Udupiddy. The house is sit-
uated about 300 metres from Udu-
piddy junetion, where there is an
IPKF camp. All the persons belonged
to the same family: Mr V.G. Kana-
gasingam, a 49 year old shop prop-
rietor, Rev V.N. Tharmakulasin-
gam, a 47 year old priest, V.G
Balasingam, age 42, an employee of
the Ceylon Electricity Board and his
young son, Mrs E.J. Vijayathasan,
age 40 and her two young sons, and
Mrs J.A. Thavarasa, 30 years with a 3
vear old son, and nine months preg-
nant. None of them had ventured to
go out to exercise their vote.

Voting ended at 4 pm, and at about
5-15 pm the IPKF stationed soldiers

* - along the main road for the transport
of the ballot boxes. At the same time .

some soldiers went through the com-
pounds of houses, evidently looking
for Tigers in hiding. One of the
soldiers, while going through the
compound where the above men-
tioned people were staying, suddenly
started shooting at random. Other
soldiers entered the house from both
the front and the rear.

Mr Balasingam was near the door
carrying his young son in his arms.
One of the soldiers confronted him
and shouted “You LTTE, I will shoot
you.” On hearing this his two sisters
cried and begged the soldiers with
folded hands: “He is our brother,
don’t do anything to us.” The soldier,
without paying them any heed, fired
at Balasingam, Fortunately he was
not hit, although out of shock he fain-
ted and fell to the floor. The soldier
then turned his attention to the two
sisters. First he shot Mrs Thavarasa,
who was carrying her son close to her
chest. The bullets pierced her ab-
domen and hit her left hand. It
also seriously injured her child whom
she was carrying. She fell down. Then
the soldier fired at Mrs Vijayathasan.
She too fell down after being hitin the
abdomen. Mr Kanagasingam at-
tempted to give water to his sis-
ters,but found them both dead.
Weeping, he went towards the
-soldiers saying: “You've done this
injustice without any provocation.

(Report based on sworn affidauvits)

You could have committed these
murders if you'd recovered any
weapons here or if you’d found any
Tigers here or if the Tigers had done
something to you from here.” The
soldiers then picked up the spent
bullet-casings and left the place, after
ordering Rev Tharmakulasingam to
call over at their camp.

Rev  Tharmakulasingam  went
to the camp with the child who was
injured in the right thigh. The boy was
treated at the hospital post attached
to the IPKF camp. While at the camp,
an officer asked the priest to give a
signed statement to the effect that his
two sisters were murdered by the
Tigers. The Reverend refused and
told him, “I'm not such a fool. Your
IPKF only committed these murders.
The Tigers never came to my house.
I'll never give a distorted version,”
and walked out of the camp with his
injured nephew.

A post-mortem was held on both
bodies. It was revealed that a bullet
had pierced the head of the 9-month
old foetus, and that it was a female
one. Kanagasingam owns a shop at
Uduppiddy junction and the soldiers
from the nearby camp used to pat-
ronise his shop and were friendly with
him,

The letter written by the Bishop of
Jaffna, the Rt Rev D.J. Ambalavanar,
to the President of Sri Lanka on this
subject is reproduced below. The
Bishop substantiated his facts with
records of inquest proceedings (not
reproduced here) at the Magistrate’s
Court of Point Pedro, Jaffna:

“I am grieved and distressed to
have to write to you this letter inform-
ing you of a case of brutal and wanton
murder of two innocent women one of
whom was in an advanced stage of
pregnancy. The murder therefore
cost three innocent lives. The inci-
dent took place on Wednesday, 15th
February, the evening of the parl-
iamentary general elections, around
5-15 p.m. I had to wait to receive the
official inquest proceedings. I am also
enclosing a photograph of the two
women taken after they had been
killed. The two women are sisters of a
clergyman in our Diocese. He is the
Minister in charge of our Church at

Diduppiddy \Whataddsdo theiseny of

the event is that the IPKF is in
occupation of the parsonage, the offi-
cial residence of this clergyman at
Uduppiddy. He was therefore that
evening at the residence ofhis sisters,
and this event took place in his very
presence. We have no doubt whatever

| that this was carried out by the IPKF

personnel. The Rev. Tharmakula-
singam as he had stated at the
inquest was not sure he could identify
the soldier who had shot at his sisters.
He is however sure that it was one of
the group of IPKF who had walked
into the compound.
We have from time to time heard of
such senseless and meaningless kil-
lings of unarmed innocent civilians.
This is a case the facts about which I
am certain and I am therefore bring-
ing this to your knowledge. I am sure
you as the President of this country
can do something to prevent repet-
itions of such events. We do unders-
tand that soldiers also can act
irresponsibly under grave tension.
This event however is an unprovoked
act of murder which ¢an never be con-
doned under any circumstance. I will
be grateful for whatever steps you can
take to ensure that the IPKF is res-
trained from such wanton killings.”

PRESIDENT REPLIES

“His Excellency the President was

deeply grieved and distressed to
learn of this incident. He has ordered
an immediate inquiry into the cir-
cumstances leading to these killings,
with a view to ensuring that the offen-
ders are dealt with according to the
law. I shall be grateful if Your
Lordship will furnish any further
information on this matter which can
help the investigators to complete
their investigations. I am referring
this matter to Gen.Sepala Attygalle
for further report. Please convey His
Excellency’s deepest sympathies to
the members of the bereaved family.”
(Sgd)K H J Wijayadasa, Secretary to
the President.
[President Premadasa, unlike his pre-
decessor, has shown some concern
about Indian inhuman behaviour.
This is only one among hundreds of
similar atrocities! Hope he now knows
what is happening in Tamil Eelam.
Ed.]
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EELAM

thought

by S. Kurushetran

At the Colombo airport a half-
bent 75-year old Tamil woman is
waddling behind her son and family
members, moving herself with great
effort. She is mumbling incoherently
to herself. In the late evening of her
life she is about to go half way round
the globe to Canada, to meet her
death there. Hundreds of younger
grandmothers are already in Britain,
with much of the meaning gone out
of their lives except the pleasure of
baby-sitting for their grandchildren.
Shift the Eelam Tamil phantas-
magoria a little further and you will
see in another part of the globe,
Denmark, also fighting his loneli-
ness, is a 22-year old Tamil youth.
And this is Lesotho, a tiny kingdom
deep in the heart of South Africa. A
50-year old woman is doing a teach-
ing job, in order to keep her ailing
husband and daughter in limited
comfort in Madras. Five years ago
she did not know that a country by
that name existed. Look at this
brawny young Tamil wearing weird-
looking chains round his neck selling
groceries in a Parisian suburb. In a
hostelry at Leverkysen in Germany,
an angry young man is tossing his
working clothes into a washing
machine. For some strange reason
he thinks Germany owes him a liv-
ing. Elsewhere in Germany, in Hin-
denburg, a young accountant and his
pretty wife and daughter are trying
to make the best of the five uncer-
tain years they have spent in that
country. Canada was their destina-
tion but an unscrupulous ‘travel
agent' had left them stranded in
Germany. In Madras, a wide-eyed
20-year old girl is leaving her parents
behind to marry a young man whom
she had never seen, in distant
Toronto. Young Tamil men have
become very scarce. And go to
Nigeria where an unhappy father is
wondering how to overcome the
country’s exchange restrictions in
order to send a remittance to his
wife and children from whom he had
been parted for four years. The
stories of Tamil trauma are end-
less. And yet, ten, fifteen, twenty
vears ago, they were all part of
an orderly, peaceful society, with
strong family bonds and a deep
attachment to their soil. Multiply
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THE INEVITABILITY OF
TAMIL EELAM

the case histories in this Eelam
Tamil diaspora by hundreds and
thousands, and even that won’t
give you the picture of the enor-

mous tragedy in the hves of

those left behind.

Shift the scene to to-day’s IPKF-
occupied Jaffna. In his rural habitat,
a T0-year old man sits moping. He
was lucky to survive a bombing raid
by the Sri Lankan forces and a shell-
ing attack by the Indian army. He
proudly points his finger at a framed
photograph on the wall to every
visitor who calls. That is his eldest
son and the white-skinned hlonde
girl, his wife, both on horseback. He
has no hopes of seeing his son again,
given up for lost ten years ago, nor
his Swiss daughter-in-law. But he is
proud nevertheless. He is the only
man in the village who has a Euro-
pean daughter-in-law. What kind of
freakish destiny had brought such
abrupt, cathartic changes in the lives
of all these people; changes which
they neither desired nor anticipated.
Dislodged from their moorings, both
physical and mental, separated from
families, you ask them why they are
there where they ought not be, and
they will give you the immediate
reasons and confused answers
because they are confused people.
But all answers will boil down to
one fact - that they do not have a

| land which they can safely call

their own.

The argument for Tamil Eelam
rests ultimately on the collective
yvearning of a people, as it hap-
pened to the Jews once, and to
the Palestinians now, not on
high-pitched political theorising.
There are of course many Tamils
who are professionals, doctors,
engineers, accountants, business-
men who have carved a niche for
themselves in their lands of adop-
tion, achieved affluence, beaten the
natives in their own rat race, and
who would never feel the need to go
back to their roots. Then there is a
new generation now growing up in
the West, which just cannot ‘belong’
in the land of their parents. Barring
these, the rest will have to return
some day. But to which kind of land
that they will want to return, not that
same country that oppressed them,
not that kind of government that
orphaned them and dr(we them out?

it B

t'ﬁ%ﬂl say

| The

‘No’, but there is one feeling that
they all hide in the deep recesses of
their hearts, that agonising wrench
that compelled them to become
runaways and wanderers, job and
asylum seekers, and hunted humans

nearly 40,000 immigrants and
refugees in the UK, 30,000 in West
Germany, 25,000 in France, 25,000 in
Australia, 20,000 in Canada, 15,000
in the US, 5,000 in Switzerland,
3,000 in the Netherlands, 2,000 in
Denmark, and in Norway, Sweden,
New Zealand, Belgium, and Italy,
There are those in time-bound jobs
in Nigeria and Zambia, in Saudi
Arabia, and Oman and Kuwait and
Sharjah and Singapore and Hong
Kong. A mixed lot, with mixed skills,
mixed motivations, but mostly all
with uncertain futures, but there is
no doubt there is a resourceful sec-
tion among them who are working
for, or yearning for, or at least
dreaming about their own indepen-
dent Tamil Eelam. Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi, once asked about the
brain drain {rom India, felt confident
enough to assert that it was not a
brain drain but a ‘brain reserve’. If
that could be the position about
India, that lumbering giant of a
country with a poverty-stricken pop-
ulation of 800 million, the little

| future State of Tamil Eelam has a

‘brain reserve’ in twenty, thirty
countries in the world far higher in
proportion to Rajiv Gandhi’s India.
guestion today is not
whether a future Tamil Eelam is
feasible, or viable. We have
reached a point in the historical
process where it is both. The
question is when, how soon, and
at what cost !

To many people, T am aware, this
will sound like rhetoric. Tt will not
make sense. But nothing makes
sense in this world, unless you
believe in it; it is so with Tamil
Eelam too. Take belief in God for
example. Some don’t believe in God,
but most people do. When rulers
oppress the people, when evil goes
unpunished, when good men suffer,
when crime pays ..... does any thing
make sense? It can begin to make
sense only if one helieves that they
can be corrected; either helief in
oneself, or in one’s own society, or in
God, or most important of all belief
in human endeavour. Had not Tenz-
ing and Hillary believed that Everest

continued on page 18
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

MIRUDANGA
ARANGETRAM

I had the privilege of witnessing a
mirudanga arangetram at the High
Gate Murugan Temple on 25th Feb-
ruary, 1989. Master Yasaskara
Sharma was the hero of that day and
it was the occasion of his miru-
danga debut.

The fact that the colourful aud-
ience with a sizeable sprinkling of
musicians and musicologists remain-
ed seated relaxed and enjoying the
performance for a solid three hours is
ample proof that Yasaskara has a real
talent for music. Hindu philosophy
holds that what is there will never go
and what is not there can never be
brought in. The debut has confirmed
that Yasaskara has it and his Guru
Muthu Sivarajah (formerly of the
Sivayoga Samajam, Trincomalee)
has brought it out.

The performance commencing
with a Varnam set in Kampothi
Ragam kicked off with a fine start
embellished by the fine vocal render-
ing of Sivasakthy Sivanesan. While
the singing of Sivasakthy kept the
audience spell bound and the music
produced by Lakshmi Jayan kept
the eyes of the listeners glued to her
Violin bow, the percussional per-
fection of the budding Mirudang-
ist thrilled every one. By bettering
his performance from piece to piece
playing his instrument as accompani-
ment to the successive renderings by
Sivasakthy and set in all the various
Talas, Yasaskara has shown without
any doubt that he has a great future.
His solo that followed and lasted for
about ten minutes was the climax.

Before 1 conclude let me remind
Yasaskara that this is his start and
that he must always remember what
our great Avvaiyar said “Kattathu kai
mannalavu;  kallaathathu  ulagu
alayu.”

Muthu Sivarajah, the Guru, who
has earned the reputation of being an
amiable and accomplished exponent
of Mirudangam deserves our con-
gratulations. Dr Lakshmi Jayan, the
Violinist, needs no praise or commen-
dation for she is known for her skill far
and wide. Mrs Sivasakthy has accom-
plished an arduous but extremely
melodious stint as vocalist of the

evening.
Mathini Sriskandarajah

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

April 22, 7.00 p m Music Acadamy
of Dance Rhythm And Song presents
Trio of Bharata Natya Dancers at
Acton Town Hall, Uxbridge Road,
London W3. Details from (01) 949
9111, (01) 845 7900, or (01) 560 6691

April 23, from 4-30 to 7-30 pm.
Third Anniversary Celebration of
Institute of Tamil Culture at Surbiton
Assembly Rooms, Maple Road, Sur-
biton, Surrey. Details from (01) 949
3012 or (01) 399 7848

April 29 & 30 Second Inter-

| national Tamil Conference (for de-

tails see page 20 - TVI Vol 2 No 5 of

| 15th March or call (01) 904 0343)

May 5, 6.30 p m Grand Variety
Entertainment at Central Hall,
Storey’s Gate, Westminster. (For
details, see page 20)

June 10 17th Anniversary Celeb-
rations of London Tamil Congrega-
tion - 6 p m Cultural Evening; 7.30 pm
Dinner. Details from (01) 642 5598

DEATHS

KIRUBAIKUMARAN, son of V
K Nalliah (former Director of Edua-
tion, Mullaitiva Dt) and Mrs Nalliah
of 19B Cllifford Rd, Colombo 4, died
on March 3 in a motor car aceident in
London. Besides his parents he
leaves behind his young wife Celeste
nee Whelan of Dublin and daughter
Ambika.
Reginald Rajadurai RASAIAH,
born 25.3.17, died 10.3.89. He was a
Dggitizefithye Nipte dDa H ewlandtSRasiah

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

| West

& Mrs Emily Rasiah. He came to
reside in England in 1946 after he was
de-mobbed from the Royal Army
Service Corps at the end of World
War II. He leaves behind his wife
Reena nee Duncan whom he married
in 1951 and daughter, Shanti, whois a
barrister. Reginald worked for the
Export Credit Guarantee Dept until

| his retirement from the Civil Service

in 1977.

Mrs Balasaraswathy Sivapalan
born April 4, 1923
died March 13, 1989
Daughter of the late Mr & Mrs T'C
Mylvaganam of Kalmunai, she mar-
ried in 1945, Kandaratnam Sivapalan
who was then Company Fire Officer
in the Auxiliary Fire Service in Trin-
comalee. She was the mother of nine
children of whom Giridharan was
killed in July 1983 by a Sinhalese mob
in Dehiwala and Gangadharan shot
dead in May 1985 outside his home in
Trinco by the army. Of the surviving
seven, four are in UK - Nirmala
Armitt, Haridharan, Mayuradharan
and Dhushiyadharan, and three in
Germany - Pramila Nan-
dakumar, Yogadharan and Ravid-
haran. Mr Sivapalan is very well-
known as an educationalist and
human rights activist: he has been
Principal of Trincomalee Hindu Col-
lege and Ratmalana Hindu College,
and Chairman of the Trincomalee
Citizens’ Committee. Mrs Sivapalan
threw herself whole-heatedly into
helping her husband in his social and
humanitarian work.
77, Cannon Grove, Fetcham, Leather-
head, Surrey, UK
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BOTTLE FOUND IN STOMACH

An empty undamaged “Fanta”
aerated water bottle was recovered
from the large intestine of a boy,
Srivasa Nadarajah (18) of Palaly
Road, Tirunelvely, at the Jaffna hos-
pital when a surgical operation was
performed on Saturday 4th March. It
is said that Srivasa was arrested on
1st March by the ENDLF when he
was returning home after the GCE
examinations. He was subjected to
various forms of torture of which
forcing an empty glass bottle
through the anus was one. When the
bottle could not be removed after
trying all forms of local remedies, the
boy was admitted to the hospital in a
serious condition. Hospital auth-
orities were told that the boy was
found “at Kilinochi*: the boy is yet in
a serious condition « and & cannot
speak.

EXTENSIVE SINHALESE
COLONISATION

The Sri Lankan Government has
initiated massive Sinhalese colonisa-
tion schemes in the Tamil areas with
the support of the Indian Govern-
ment. Over 10,000 Sinhalese families
are to be brought from the South and
settled under the pretext of resettle-
ment of refugees. The recent joint
military operations by the Indian and
Sri Lankan forces are being used to
implement this programme, Over
2,000 Tamils have been chased out of
their villages during these oper-
ations. The IPKF and the Citizens
Voluntary Force have assured the Sri
Lankan Government of protection
for the colonists. This diabolic plan
has been set in motion to change per-
manently the demographic pattern in
Tamil areas.

In the villages of Nayaaru,
Kokkilai and Kumulamunai over 100
Tamil civilians were killed. 150
houses were burnt or destroyed to
clear the area for Sinhala settlement.
In Valaivadi, a fishing village in
Kalkuda electorate, hundreds of
Sinhalese are to be settled. The
IPKF has opened a new camp and
started clearing up operations in this
area to hunt down anyone who may
oppose the colonisation, At Talai-
mannar in the Mannar district, over
200 Sinhalese families are to be
settled.

EPRLF MEMBER OWNS
UP MASSACRE

Maniyan Alagan who was arrested
by the Horowupotana police, in his
statement, has accepted that he was

a member of the EPRLF and had
participated in the EPRLF oper-
ations where 34 unarmed Sinhalese
peasants including 22 children were
shot and hacked to death. The
villagers. have identified. Manivan
Alagan as one of those who was res-
ponsible for the massacre. In his
statement to the police, he said that
some members of the TPKF were in
the vicinity.

Maniyan Alagan was arrested on
Wednesday, 22nd March, in a JOC
operation led by OIC Ratnayake of
the Horowupotana police. Maniyan
Alagan comes from the village
Peruketayawa in the 'district of
Trincomalee.

The police also claimed that the
EPRLF was responsible for the
abduction of seven policemen from
Akkaraipattu. A team ''of crack
National Intelligence Bureau (NIB)
officers has been dispatched to take
charge of the investigations, defence
sources inform.

These massacres were attributed
by Sri Lankan government officials
to the LTTE at that time, in spite of
denials by the LTTE who emphat-
ically stated that they do not attack
civilian targets. By fixing the blame
for this erime on the LTTE, through
the powerful Indian media, the
Government of India hopes for the
alienation of the LT'T'E and its even-
tual liquidation. These massacres
are planned by the IPKF to create
opinion among the Sinhalese popula-
tion that the IPKF should stay on to
neutralise the LTTE and to raise
these war crimes in the international
forum to justify the non-withdrawal
of Indian troops from the island.

CAN’T TAKE LAW INTO
THEIR OWN HANDS

General Cyril Ranatunge, Pre-
sident’s security advisor said that
the government would not allow the
EPRLF to conduct itself in a manner
contrary to the law of the country.
He said so when asked about what
action the government had taken in
connection with the abduction of six
police commandos at Akkaralpattu
allegedly by EPRLF.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs
and who is also Minister of State for
Defence said that the Government
would even go to the extent of dis-
arming the EPRLF if they had
abducted soldiers. The government
had already disarmed the Muslim
Congress, he said. “We will not allow

Digitizad . 'I\lnnlnlnnm En nnln+ o

anyone to fool around with our
Security Forces ‘or the Police” the
Minister warned.

EROS CALLS A HALT

EROS requested President Pre-
madasa, Mr Rajiv. Gandhi and the
Indian High Commissioner for an
immediate halt to the IPKF oper-
ations in the Mullaitivu area. The
newly elected Independent ' MPs
from EROS also submitted a mem-
orandum ' containing the' following
four demands to President Pre-
madasa (1) The repeal of the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act and release of
all political prisoners (2) Protection
to be afforded to all members of the
Tamil groups including EROS in the
North and East from attacks from
IPKF and ‘others’ (3) the IPKF and
Sri Lankan security forces be
withdrawn from the North and East,
and the maintenance of law and
order be handed over to the civil
authorities ' there, “and ' (4)  Full
autonomy be granted to the North-
East Province and equal rights with
other communities be granted to all
the Tamils living in the.other reglons
of Sri Lanka. . :

Suhsequently‘-,-" the lead'ers of ‘the
group had talks with President Pre-
madasa on these demands. Accord-
ing/ to, EROS the talks have been
constructive, and, useful. Fo]lowing
the meeting, four political prisoners

' from EROS have been released. It

may be recalled that the MPs from
the EROS group (Independents) had
decided to boycott the sessions of
Parliament until law and order are
restored in the North-East; =

WILL NOT GIVE IN TO TIGERS
Mr ‘Ranjan’ ‘Wijeratne, Foreign
Minister and Minister of State for

. Defence, has stated that the Sri Lan-
| kan:Government was not prepared to

L=4i>arasasy uy
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give in to the demands of Tiger
leader Prabaharan, that the IPKF
must leave, and that the North-East
Provincial Council Chief Minister,
Varatharaja Perumal, should step
down from office. He claimed that it
was a matter of time before the
Tigers are annihilated.

Referring to Mr Gopalsamy’s visit
to Jaffna, he has stated that it is for
the Tamil Nadu government to take
action against him or for the Indian
Government to extradite him to
Sri Lanka.

SLMC ASKS FOR MORE ARMS

Following the government’s deci-
sion to withdraw the arms given to
members of the SLMC as they were
being misused by them, the SLMC
leader, Mr M H M Ashraff, had met
the Secretary to the Ministry of
Defence and asked for more arms for
them as many of their members were
getting killed. He has also indicated
that if his request was not granted
the SLMC may be compelled to sup-
port the merger of the north and east
provinces.

SRI LANKA’S FUTURE
NOT IN ITS HANDS

One of India’s respected journals,
the ‘Deccan Herald’, editorially
states that “An unfortunate conse-
quence of the developments of the
past few years is that Sri Lanka’s
future is not entirely in the hands of
its people and its leaders. It depends
also on the Government of India
which, unfortunately, has not always
demonstrated the requisite degree of
wisdom in dealing with the issues.....

 Although the devolution package

evolved by the Jayewardene admin-
istration did not satisfy even the
moderate sections of Tamil opinion,
New Delhi did not initiate timely
steps to improve its content. The
Tamil groups, which have come to
power with its help in the North-
Eastern Province, are so dependent
on it for survival that they do not
want Indian troops to leave.” The
editorial concludes, “But how long
can India sustain them?”

NEW INDIAN OFFENSIVE

Over 70 IPKF men, including a
commander and two officers, have
been killed and more than 50 woun-
ded in the current offensive against

the Tamil Tigers in the Mullaitivu
area. Helicopter gunships and heavy
and sophiscated weapons are being
used by them. LI'TE admits having
lost six of its cadres. Over 300
civilians have been killed and hun-
dreds of them wounded.

Over 30,000 Indian troops are
engaged in this operation besieging
an area of 1,500 square miles, with
heavy artillery, tanks and helicopter
gunships. Hundreds of heavy veh-
icles, armoured personnel carriers
and tanks are moving with troops
towards Nithikaikulam in the Mul-
laitivua district from the Puliyan-
kulam and Ottusuddan army camps
in the Vanni area. The jungle areas
surrounding  Nithikaikulam have
been heavily bombarded from heli-
copters and by artillery fire. Over
500 shells are being fired each day
towards these areas. Thousands of
panic-stricken villagers have fled the
area and taken refuge in villages of
Alampil and Thanneer Ootru. Hun-
dreds of houses and huts have been
destroyed by bombs and shells.

This offensive has been laun-
ched without any publicity in
order to avoid international
attention. The LTTE fighters are
giving a gallant resistance to the
rampaging Indian forces.

S L NAVY ATTACKS
TAMIL NADU FISHERMEN

The Sri Lankan Navy had attac-
ked Tamil Nadu fishermen and
damaged 8 of their fishing boats
while fishing in Indian territorial
waters., Chief Minister Mr Karun-
anidhi has taken up the matter with
the Central Government of India.

IPKF CASUALTIES

The Indian Defence Minister Pant
has disclosed in the Indian Parlia-
ment that, up to 20.2.89, 784 IPKF
personnel have been killed. But
according to independent Press
reports, over 3,000 IPKF men have
lost their lives in their war against
the Tamils of Sri Lanka.

C M NEEDS POLICE TO
MAINTAIN ORDER

The Chief Minister of N-E P C has
told the Indian Government that he
needed 10,000 policemen and 7,000
volunteers to maintain law and order
in the Province.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

2 TAMILS OUT OF 127

It is reported that out of the 127
Tamil-medium students admitted to
the University of Peradeniya this
year, only two of them are Tamils
and the rest are Muslims.

POLICE REPLACE IPKF

The Sri Lankan Police personnel
have replaced the IPKF at the check-
point at the Jaffna General Hospital.
They will also be taking over shortly
from the IPKF the security duties at
the Banks in Jaffna.

SOLE SINHHALA
MINISTER RESIGNS

Mr Dayan Jayatilleke, an EPRLF
member in the N-E Provincial Coun-
cil has submitted his resignation.

ALLIANCE LEADER
APPOINTED

Mr K Premachandran has been
appointed as leader of the TULF-
EPRLF-TELO-ENDLF Alliance
group in Parliament, overlooking the
claims of the TULF leader Mr
Amirthalingam. The EROS group
has boycotted the sessions.

MANNAR MUSLIMS
AFFIRM SUPPORT

The Muslims of Mannar, in a
statement issued on March 18, con-
demns the EPRLF and IPKF for
actions against the Muslims and
affirm to unite against oppression
and to support the forces of Tamil
Liberation. The statement to the
press further states: “The brutal
assault and the murder of a Muslim
student in public is condemned by
the entire Muslim community.
Mohammed Insal was travelling with
many other passengers when the bus
was stopped by the EPRLF with the
help of the Indian army. He was
brutally assaulted and killed, ac-
cused of being a traitor. This atro-
cious murder was committed in
publie, and was witnessed by many.
In the past, several youths have been
harrassed, tortured and killed. The
Indian army’s hatred for the Muslim
community is becoming increasingly
evident day by day. We, the Muslim
community, are verbally harrassed,
racially abused and physically mal-
treated on innumerable occasions by
the Indian army. ‘Go to Pakistan’ is
the common phraseology used to
e
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SRI LANKAN NEWS

FIRST BUDGET PRESENTED

The first budget of the Premadasa
Government has been presented in
Parliament by Finance and Prime
Minister Mr D B Wijetunge. The
Estimate of Revenue was Rs.52
billion while the Estimate of Expen-
diture went up to Rs.107 hillion,
leaving a deficit of Rs.55 billion. =

TOTAL DEATHS
BY VIOLENCE

According to Sri Lankan Defence
Ministry sources, 1,066 persons have
been killed in January by violence in
Sri Lanka. In two weeks in February
754 people were killed, 114 of them
in one day.

SPEAKER ELECTED

Mr M H Mohamed, has been elec-
ted Speaker of the Sri Lankan House
of Representatives, Mr Gamini Fon-
seka, as Deputy-Speaker and Ariya-
wathie Lekawa, as Chairman of
Committees. Those who contested,
unsuccessfully, from the Opposition
were Mr K B Ratnayake for Speaker,
Mr S Abubucker for Deputy Speaker
and Mr K Yogasangari for Chairman
of Committees.

J V P - STATISTICS

1,200 Sinhalese youths suspected
of being members of the JVP have
been rounded up recently by the Sri
Lankan security forces in a cordon
and search operation at Matara and
Akuressa, According to police
reports, JVP-ers were responsible
for 1,160 killings since they started
their violent campaign. Mr Ranjan
Wijeratne, Minister of State for
Defence has blamed the JVP for the
deaths of 1,072 UNP supporters.

PRESIDENT GIVES
TWO REASONS

President Premadasa has spelled
out two reasons for appointing two
‘non-starters’ as Prime Minister and
Leader of the House. One, since
there were several aspirants for the
office of P M, he was appointing
someone from outside the known
contestants in order to avoid any
division within the Party. The other
reason, he said, by appointing a P M
on rotation for a year the experience
of other senior Ministers too would
be available to Parliament and the

country.

DIXIT HAS ‘SAFEGUARDED’
HIS COUNTRY

Mr J N Dixit is said to have stated,
before leaving Sri Lanka at the end
of his term of office, that he was leav-
ing with the satisfaction that he has
‘safeguarded’ his country.

IMPORTANT CABINET
DECISIONS

Some of the important decisions
taken by President Premadasa at a
recent cabinet meeting were:

(1) An inventory of all government
buildings and vehicles be taken by
the Ministry of Public Admin-
istration

(2) Employment be found for 3,000
external graduates, some of them to
be absorbed into the Poverty Allev-
iation Scheme

(3) All MPs to declare their assets by
6 April 1989

(4) Four Cabinet sub-committees be
appointed to monitor the work of all
the 24 Ministries.

IMF SUSPENDS GRANT

According to unconfirmed reports,
the International Monetary Fund has
suspended the grant of further aid
pledged to Sri Lanka as the IMF was
not satisfied that the money already
granted to Sri Lanka had been pro-
perly utilised in development work.

COLOMBO UNIVERSITY
EX-V C KILLED

Prof Stanley Wijesundara, former
Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Colombo and a close relative of the
former President Mr J R Jayewar-
dene was shot dead in his office,
believed to be by JVP militants.

THONDA BLAMES
JAFFNA TAMILS

The CWC leader and Minister of
Textile Industries and Rural Indus-
trial Development, Mr S Thonda-
man, has accused the Jaffna Tamil
school teachers and social workers in
the upcountry plantation areas of
having spirited away about 10,000 of
his followers to the DPLF. He gave
this factor as one of the reasons for
the failure of any of the CWC can-
didates from getting elected to
Parliament. Only Mr S Sellasamy got.
elected; he contested on the UNP
tidilalz doomy Nadmmdra. Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

THE MOST TERRORISED
REGION

Mr Paul Levanthal of the Nuclear
Control Institute of New York and Dr
Brama Chelleny of Harvard Univer-
sity Kennedy School, have stated, in
an essay published by them, that
“South Asia has emerged in the past
two years as the world’s most
terrorism-battered region. Last year
more than 3,500 civilians were slain in
the terrorist violence. Combatting
terrorism has become the biggest
political challenge for the leaders of
India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. The
introduction of billions of dollars of
sophisticated weapons for the Afghan
Mujahideen guerrillas has spurred
criminal activity in the region. Large
quantities of the arms have ended up
outside Afghanistan’s borders...”

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AT
ITS LOWEST

In a report on Sri Lanka for 1988,
the World Bank states that Sri Lan-
ka's economic development declined
to the lowest level in several years due
to a severe drought the previous year:
and continuing political turmoil. The
report estimates that the drought had
caused a 6% drop in agricultural pro-
duction while the internal conflict left
more than half a million people
displaced,

REHABILITATION FUND -
ITS DISTRIBUTION

The World Bank-sponsored donor
group has pledged 474 million US
dollars for rehabilitation and recon-
struction in Sri Lanka. About Rs.15
billion of this money is said to have
been given to the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment to meet the needs of 26,500 dis-
placed persons and families. Over
400,000 requests for assistance have
been received by the Ministry of
Rehabilitation and Reconstruction.
The Jaffna Peninsula has 160,000
claimants, Trincomalee 24,000, Bat-
ticaloa 22,400, Vavuniya 14,000 and
Amparai, Mannar and Mullaitivu over
10,000 families each.

RANIL APPOINTED LEADER
OF THE HOUSE

Mr Ranil Wickremasinghe MP and
Minister of Industries has been
appointed Leader of the House of
Representatives. He is the youngest
member of President Premadasa’s
Cabinet.
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45th SESSION UNITED NATIONS
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
continued from page 11

wax indignant against the IPKF, they
do not have even a word of condem-
nation for the terrorist atrocities
which are so appalling a feature of life
in Sri Lanka.

A case in point is the appeal to the
Commission issued by an organisa-
tion that calls itself the “World
Federation of Tamils.” The appeal is
eloquently silent on terrorist atroc-
ities. Such partisan-motivated ap-
peals have been reproduced from a
London Tamil paper whose role is to

serve as a propaganda forum for the
LTTE which is well-known.

The so-called effect on the civilians
in the course of the IPKF operation
has been a subject of extraordinarily
motivated allegations. Such wild and
unsubstantiated allegations are a
deliberate attempt to divert attention
from the fact that the LTTE has
cynically used tactics and methods to
maximise civilian sufferings and
casualties to the ufter disregard of
their human rights.

[We regret to inform the Indian
representative that what he seeks
to defend is the indefensible. We
challenge him to allow the Inter-
national Committee of the Red
Cross, Amnesty International,
and the international media to
verify the facts and to enlighien
the world community at large. The
TVI publishes only factual infor-
mation. These facts, rightly, cor-
rect the misinformation emanai-
ing from certain media in India
and Sri Lanka. Our motto on page
3 (in Tamil) speaks for itself -
Ed.]

EELAM THOUGHTS
continued from page 13

could be conquered, it could not have
happened. People who said that run-
ning a mile under four minutes was
beyond human effort accepted it was
possible after one man, Roger Bannis-
ter, did it. There was a time not long
ago when it was thought the idea of
man setting foot on the Moon was
crazy. Had we not been taught to
believe that the Karth was spherical, it
could not have made sense; our eyes
do not see it that way. Many of the
commonplace objects like the Radio,
the Telephone, Television are no lon-
ger felt as marvels of invention. But
indeed they were, and the marvels
came ahout not because of popular
belief but because some one individual

| believed that it was possible.

The fact is that the popular human
mind does not accept any change. It
will continue to resist it until the
change is forced onit, the reason being
that most humans fear change, any
kind of change. But the fact of history
is that changes do not stop happening
because most people fear them or
resist them. They are taking place all
the time, under our own eyes and
against our own wishes, sometimes
quietly over a long period of time, and
sometimes with a bang! As a schoolboy
in Jaffna, | was told that ‘respectable’
women do not travel in buses. I had to
live for another 25 years to realise that

| ‘respectable’ women were quite com-

fortable even seated on bicycle cross-
bars! Well, that was a gradual change.

| But look at the roaring kind of change
| that overtook Eelam Tamil society

within the past ten years. That came
with a bang - not excluding the bangs
caused by Prabaharan’s land mines!
To understand the nature of that
phenomenon, one has to have an
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understanding of, and belief in, an-
other living force - the historical pro-
cess. (To be continued)

TELF SCOFFS
continued from page 8

The latest moves by Mr Premadasa
after the parliamentary elections clearly
indicate that he likes to rule Eelam
with the help of the IPKF supported
by the subservient EPRLF quisling
groups. It appears crystal clear that
the

* combined IPKF-Sri Lankan army
patrolling in Tamil areas was in sup-

| port of the Manal Aru (Velioya) Sin-

halese colonisation;

| * accelerated Mahaweli Development

enhanced Sinhalese colonisation in

the East;

* money obtained for Tamil areas
development from the international
community is not being spent on the
rehabilitation of displaced and impov-
erished Tamils. ;

We genuinely pity the plight of
Varatharaja Perumal and -other quis-
lings if they are pleading ignorance of

| the Sinhala Government’s design and

ulterior motives as these groups will
meet the same fate at the hands of pat-
riotic Tamils who have soundly pun-
ished the TULF for its treachery.

In is in this context, the TELF
totally endorses the stand taken by the
LTTE to fight for national liberation
and the creation of the state of Eelam.
We are also confident, like the LTTE,
that we are on a victorious march to
achieve our goal and we shall sur-
mount all obstacles placed on our
path. We reiterate that the Eelam
Tamil problem can never be solved
without the willing co-operation of the
LTTE. Mr V Gopalsamy’s daring
meeting with Mr Prabaharan, the
LTTE leader, to work out an honour-
able permanent solution should be
welcomed by the Indian Government
as we consider him an ideal choice who
knows the mind of Mr Prabaharan and
of the LTTE leadership.

In any freedom movement leaders
have been moving from country to
country in disguise. Mr Gopalsamy’s
visit to Sri Lanka need not be unduly
overplayed or magnified. In the Indian
freedom struggle innumerable instan-
ces could be cited of leaders leaving
the shores of India in disguise - Subhas
Chandra Bose reaching Singapore,
Arabinda Ghosh and Bharathi seeking
refuge in Pondicherry, then a French
Colony, are clear cases. Mr P Nedu-
maran’s two visits to Sri Lanka in the
recent past on behalf of the Eelam
Tamils are part of history. It is in this
light that we view the mission of Mr
Gopalsamy to Sri Lanka.

TTOOTaNT.OTy | aavarTaianT.org
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STAR STUDDED NIGHT
MUSIC :: DANCE :: COMEDY SKIT (Tamil and Malayalam)

Presented by : Siv-Raj Enterprises and Verandah Restaurant.

Ist April 1989

Mane g e Jamuna Rani

Music: Jamuna Rani, Krishna Chandra, Mano, Hema and Yogeswaran
Dance: Cine Artiste Kruthika (late T S Balaiah’s daughter)
Comedy Skit: Pandiyarajan, Y G Mahendran, Vennira Adai Murthy,
Charlie, Sulakshana and Manimala.

Miming and Mono-Acting: Charlie

Tickets: £8.00 , £10.00 and £15.00 (limited reserved seats avéilable) Children under 12 years - £5.00

Tickets and further information, from

Siv-Raj Enterprises - 01-767 8201 / 7959 Verandah Restaurant - 01-659 1185
Shankar & Co- 01-427 2269 6 Kumars- 01-471 5742

Date: Friday, 5th May 1989, at 6-30 p.m.
Venue: Central Hall, Storey’s Gate, Westminster, London SW.1

WINE AND DINE

WITH YOUR
FAVOURITE STARS

at the

VERANDAH RESTAURANT

. on
3rd & 4th May, Tpm- 11 pm

Adults £15.00 : Children under 12 £5.00
(Meals, wine and live music included)

Book early to avoid disappointment

SIV-RAJ ENTERPRISES
118 Tooting High St, SW 17 ORR
Tel: 01-767 8201

VERANDAH RESTAURANT
150 High St, Penge, SE 20
Tel;: 01-659 1185

F]

TAMIL REFUGEE (ACTION GROUP)
HOUSING ASSOCIATION LTD

ADMINISTRATOR/
ACCOUNTANT

TR(AG)HA is a highly successful housing associa-
tion in providing housing for large number of Tamil

refugees and it offers a constant social eupport to 1ts
tenants.ond members, .- 0 o g o

We are looking for an experlenced person io work
full-time to be in charge of the association’s admin-
istration and finance, He will be responsible to the
co-ordinator. Candidates must have proven manag-
erial ability, well developed communication skills,
experience in accounting and dealing with issues
relating to housing and welfare benefits.

Experience involving contact with the refugees
and knowledge of Tamil is important. Job descrip-
tion is available and may be obtained from the Sec-
retary. Please send letter of application and full CV
to:-

The Secretary,
TR(AG) Housing Association
2nd floor, Mill Mead Business Centre
Mill Mead Road
London N17 9QU

Tel: (01) 365 0894/0892
TO REACH NOT LATER THAN 14th APRIL 1989
TR(AG)HA is an Equal Opportunities Employer

i Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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