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We are pleased to acknowledge with grati-
tude the generous donmation made by the World
Council of Churches to make this Studests
Christian Centre possible. Despite the unsettled
siftuation in this part of the country the W. C. C.
had confidence that the Christian community
can go ahead with its ministry with faith and
courage. The community therefore acknowledges
its gratitude to the World Council for this
generous help. We trust the work at this Centre
will be carried on with the same ecumenicaj

vision and spirit as that of the World Council
itself.
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We are all delighted at the prospect of the Christian
Students and Staff at the Jaffna University having a Centre
of their own for their worship, fellowship, study and service
activities, Despite the troubles and turmoils which we are
facing in this part of the country, we are grateful to God
that it was possible to complete at least a part of this projedt,
“Life is encounter’”. A Centre which can be a focus for the
encounter between God and people and students and teachers
with one another has a great potential for enhancing and
enriching the life of all those who come to meet there. It is our
prayer and hope that this Christian Students Centre will be a
place where visions are seen, new horizons opened and young
people learn to commit themselves fully to the service of
God and the community in which they are placed. We pray
for God’s blessings on the Jaffna University Christian
Students Centre that it may be a spiritual power house for
all who gather there,

it is significant that the place of worship is named after
St. Thomas, one of our Lord’s disciples and the Apostle to
India. St. Thomas is remembered as the one who came to
faith through his doubts, He therefore has been an inspira-
tion and guide to students throughout the ages who have
learned to wrestle with their doubts and come to faith.
St. Thomas also became a martyr and lies buried at Myla-
pore in Madras on Tamil soil. To Tamil students therefore
the life and ministry of this martyr apostle can be a challenge
to their commitments for the service of God and of their people.

D. J. Ambalavanar
Bishop in Jaffna
Bishop’s House,
Vaddukoddai.
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The ministry to the youth has always been an important
one in the Church. In our present context the urgent need
for it connof be adequately emphasized. Hence we rejoice
at the opening and dedication of the Christian Students’
centre at the Jaffna University.

Vatican Council IT in its Message to the Youth, issued
at the closing session on 7th December 1965, has encouraged
the youth in the following words: “... it is in the name
of this God and His Son Jesus, that we exhort you to
open your hearts to the dimensions of the world, to heed
the appeal of your brothers, to place your youthful energies
at their service, Fight against all egoism. Refuse to give
free course to the instincts of violence and hatred, which
beget wars and all their train of miseries. Be generous,
pure, respectful and sincere and build in enthusiasm a better
world than your elders had. The Church looks to you with
confidence and with love™.

May this new Christian Students’ Centre encourage our
youth in the University to face such a challenge in our
Society today.

8. Qgcgupidaé

Bishop of Jaffna

Bishop’s House,

Jaffna.

23-12-1986
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January 13, 1987

Rev. G. D. Anandarajan
Jaffna College
Vaddukoddai

I am glad that a Christian Student Centre has been
established in the University Campus and that the Centre will
be declared open and dedicated on 19th January, 1987.

This Centre is an asset to the University Community
and will fulfill a long felt need, particularly of a section of
the student Community. It was only Jast year that I parti-
cipated in the dedication ceremony of the Catholic Chapel and
it is a matter of happiness that another institution in the name
of Christ is being blessed for the common good.

I extend my gratitude to the Chaplain of the Jaffna Uni-
versity, Rev. G. D. Anandarajan and others who took pains to
establish this centre and I wish that the Centre harmonise with
the Campus atmosphere and work for the welfare of the whole
community, keeping with the ideals of Lord Christ who worked
for the good of humanity as a whole.

(Prof. S. Vithiananthan)
Vice — Chancellor

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



| mgssage ﬁrom the %@@ @emcleniqa. Wniversiéq @lmplain.

I consider it a great honour to be invited to give this message to the
Souvenir which marks the opening of the Christian Student Centre
at the University of Jaffna on 19th January, 1987.

First of all T would like to send you our very warm greetings
in Jesus Christ. and to congratulate you on this very important event
in the Christian Minisry in the University of Jaffna. We pray that
the Christian Student Centre would render a very effective ministry to
not only the Christian community in that University but also to the
entire community of the Jaffna University.

Students come to a University from various backgrounds and
they enter several disciplines of study and research, Christian Uni-
versity students represent a wide spectrum of Christian traditions and
emphases of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. A University Chaplain or
Christian Student Centre must therefore, be open and ensure that this
widest possible spectrum can be persued and developed. No single
group ought to be allowed to dominate and cvery person must feel
free to be himself / herself persuing his/ her interests and emphases
with dignity. Within such an environment, dialogue can take place
resulting in the processes which go to strengthen relationships and
community in love. The Body of Christ to which we belong is a
creative comunity of love,

A University Chaplain or Christian Student Centre is not meant
to only serve a narrow group of persons called Christians, but it is
meant to be the symbolic presence of the Risen Lord Jesus Christ in
that larger academic community. In this sense, the role of a University
Chaplain and a Christian Students Centre involves participating in the
entire life pulse of the University, at every possible lcvel. It means
being involved in issues, matters of concern and contributing to enrich
the academic community too.

So, we take this opportunity to congratulate the Jaffna Diocese
of the Church of South India for taking matters to hand and initiat-
ing a University Chaplaincy ministry and now, establishing a IChristian
Students Centre. We pray that an ecumenical ministry will be carried
forward at this student centre which will bring glory and honour to
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, May all Christians bz Kknit to-
gether as a powerful community of love and may the Academic com-
munity find great enrichment because there is now a Christian Student
Centre in the University of Jaffna.

Revd. Rohan L. Wijesinghe, B. D., M. Th.
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GOOD SHEPHERD CENTRE

Thirunelvely,
Jaffna, Sri Lanka.
8th Jan., 1987

gﬁakam '

It 18 indeed a great blessing to
the Jaffna University to have the
services of this new Christian
Student Centre and all should be
grateful to the Christian Leaders
for this prophetic initiative

We are all awsre of the Vital role
that is %Deing played today by our
youth in our society. May this Centre
help our youngsters to face the great
challenges with courage to be the
neralds of Justice, peace, fellowship,
unity and joy 1in cur University,
Scciety and Cosuntry.

cgrr . .@nfcn mmflu'as

Chaplain
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