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December 8, 2020

Mr. Nagalingam Sri-Gengatharan

History witnesses the emergence of personalities whose monu-
mental achievements in maintain the name of Mahajana college
in the international arena. Mr Nagalingam Sri-Gengatharan, is one
of such outstanding personalities whose contributions are multi-
dimensional. Over his lifetime, he has actively participated and
dominated in setting up the Old Students Association of Mahajana
College in United Kingdom and presided and guided the Associa-
tion for long time. As a President of the Mahajana College Old Stu-
dent Association—UK, he was instrumental for several historical
achievements of our sports teams, cultural events and related ac-
tivities .

As a neighbor of our college campus, we remember his whole fam-
ily was involved with the legacy of the College.

We, the MAHAJANANS in Canada are wishing, Mr Nagalingam Sri-
Gengatharan a joyous seventieth birthday anniversary and re-
membering his contributions to the coliege and the Old Students
Association. Happy seven decades of a life well lived.

May this 70" birthday give Genga endless love, happiness and a lot
to look forward to. He is a legend and we love celebrating him.

O, Buvanasandra
President

3852 Finch Avenue East, Unit GO3, Scarborough, Ontario, MIT 379, Canada

® 60892507 B wwwmahajanaca @) Mahajana Osa Canada
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Mr Srigengatharan comes from a sports loving family. He has an
immense ability to recall Mahajana’s sports history in detail. He is an
ardent supporter of soccer. In 1980s Genga was one of the founding
member of Mahajana College UK. O.S.A. He loves to honour our
College’s famous sportsman through UK O.S.A.

His brother Ravi started to play soccer in 1966 with Mahajana College’s
third cleven soccer team. His team won the Championship that year
and the consecutive year.

My hearty congratulations and best wishes to you Genga on your 70
birthday. May god bless you and your family with good health and
happiness

S.T.Sampanthar
1964 Mahajana soccer captain
0.S.A Melbourne Australia

Wish you a many happy
returns of the day

I am sending this message to you with great pleasure for the high re-
gards you have towards me. The god Almighty will bestow his bless-
ings on you for a happy bright futurc. I can never forget the high re-
gards you have towards my family. Please convey my sincere wishes
to your family, brothers and sister. The longevity of the soul depends
on the prosperity of life.

Mrs. Kanageswary Sinnathamby
Rtd. Teacher Mahajana College, Tellippalai
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Nagalingam Srigengatharan - Genga

Genga was born and brought up in a village close to my village Viliciddy which is south west
of Tellippalai, [ have seen him as a younger boy in Mahajana College and in the house of Mr
Krishnar who lived in the house adjoining western fence of Mahajana College .The college
used to share the water from a well which was on the boundary of the college.

[ first met Genga as a young man in London when the founders of Mahajana College Old
Students association met in India House in Holborn in 1989. Genga was very enthusiastic
and keen to form the organisation and support the old College in various ways .He joined the
committee who elected me as chairman .For some time we used to meet monthly and Genga
was very prompt to arrive on time and helped in various ways to run the meetings.

Genga loved sports. He was interested in supporting Mahajana College Tellippalai by im-
proving facilities for sport .He believed that the school will find funds from various sources
for curricular education but for sports we needed to take extra interest and help. He managed
to convince majority of committee members and for a fow yecars Mahajana OSA supported
sports facilities in the College back in Tellippali.

Genga took active interest in Mahajana College annual open days and promoted sports there
too. Jaffna Schools sports association ran success fully and Genga promoted it. Later he was
one of the founders of Tamil Schools Sports association which running successful annual
events. Genga is a true socialist .He claims to be member of the Communist Party .He was an
ally of Mr V Ponnampalam .I am aware that he believed in socialism and communism so
much so that he would support Singhalese communists in national elections.

He was a keen community worker and would volunteer to help people in difficulty .One
would see him in many funerals and also helping sick people. I remember seeing him help-
ing Mr E Rasanayagam by visiting and supporting him a lot. In conclusion I would sum up
Genga as a kind, good hearted person with honesty and intergritty I wish that he lives for
many years to serve his family and the community at large.

He is a good friend whom one can trust.

Dr S Navaralnam
Patron, Mahajana OSA, U.K.
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Congratulate
Srigengatharan for his 70th Birthday

I have associated with Gengatharan, fondly referred to as Genga, for the last 30 years
because we both are old students of Mahajana College.

Genga is one of the founding members of Mahajana Old Students Association UK and he is
always holding important positions. Genga’s wisdom and humour were always present at
Mahajana’s OSA meetings which were sometimes conducted with high emotion. Genga’s
sensible and calm nature kept the meetings on track contributing to the association function-
ing well all these years.

Genga was the architect and driving force behind Tamil Schools Sport Association UK stag-
ing the annual sports event successfully for the last 25 vears. Even though he does not partici-
pate in any sport, Genga’s leadership qualities, organisation, and management skill kept the
TSSA going. Genga is well known as a good Tamil extempore orator and he is invited to
speak at most of the notable functions- celebrating birthdays, honouring achievements and,
above all, celebrating the life of celebrities. Although he was a follower of Ponnambalam, the
communist party candidate in Sri Lanka, | have witnessed him participating in most of the
Saiva rituals in Temples, weddings, and funerals as an ardent Saivite.

On behalf of myself and family, 1 congratulate you Genga, on your 70th Birthday and pray at
Highgate Temple to Lord Murugan that you will live to celebrate your centenary birthday.

Appathurai Vairavamoorthy

Patron, Mahajana OSA, UK.
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Best wishes to Genga

The only reason I was able to meet and to know about the great Mr Nagalingam
Srigengatharan is Mahajana College. We were privilege to study at this great College. All
Mahajanans are proud of their coilege

[ met him first at Dr Poobalasingam’s house in Whetstone, Barnet to discuss about forming
Mahajana College Old Student Association in UK. We formed the Association in 1987 and
our friendship and understanding of each other grew from that day. He wanted to improve
the standard of education and sports in Mahajana College and hoisted it back to its glory
days in the sixties to eightics.

He had a vision to form organisations which will help our community and future genera-
tions in various ways in UK. To name a few organisations he was part of it arc Mahajana
College OSA, Jaffna School Sports Association, Lewisham Sivan Kovil. These organisations
with his untiring cfforts have grown from strength to strength. He was the secretary and
president of Mahajana College OSA UK and now a patron. Founder member of TSSA and
was president of TSSA.

He is a very political minded person. He always defends his beliefs and had endured to
achieve them. But the political geography in Sri Lanka didn’t allow him to progress his vi-
sion. Even though he had connection with the Bandaranayakes, Peter Kenamen, V
Ponnampalam and other socialist MPs, they could not convince the entire country to em-
brace their vision. They failed to understand the individual need of the people of Sri Lanka.

His knack of understanding others is great. He is principled and willing to work for a goal.
He has his own enemies and also he has die hard friends. His brothers and sisters are his
great strength. He loved and they in turn loved him as well.

1 have learned a lot about Mahajana College achievements in studies and sports. He sceks
my help and in turn he too has helped me.

He is the person who send me the link to apply for volunteering at the 2012 Olympics held in
London. Both my daughters Manjula and Nila applied for it and they were part of the open-
ing and closing ceremony. Nila had the privilege to carry the Great Britain banner standing
in front of Team GB and side by side with Sir Chris Hay at the opening ceremony and walk-
ing next to Sir Ben Ainslie carrying the union jack. I am always indebted to Genga. This is
known as Mahajana Connections

He is a very good orator in Tamil and he has very good knowledge on many topics. 1 have
heard him speak at many occasion and he always keep it to the point. His special quality is
he doesn’t mix politics with organisations matters.

Like evervone Genga is also getting old and he has reached the right age of Seventy

My birthday wishes. Happy seventieth birthday Srigengatharan. You may live long to see a
brighter future of mankind.

Best wishes and bright future

G Natkunan
Patron, Mahajana College OSA UK

Digitized by Noolaham4-oundation.
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Happy 70th Birthday

On the significant occasion of reaching another milestonc in life, the 70th Birthday, it gives
me great pleasure to extend my warm congratulations and best wishes to Genga. Wishing
you good health and strength to continue your social work to the community.

I have known Genga and his family since childhood. We were from the same village, family
friends and fellow Mahajanans. Genga has so many good qualities [ admire and respect. His
social work started from the school days in Sri Lanka. He was instrumental in setting up
‘Shooting Stars, a sports club and ‘Kalai Peru Mantram” a cultural organisation in Ampanai,
Tellippalai. Cricket, football matches, dance and music festivals were organised in the vil-
lage.

Genga’s family lived next door to Mahajana College premises in Tellipalai. He is proud and
passionate about. Mahajana, committed and dedicated to promote and preserve Mahajana’s
excellence through out the world. Genga was the architect in forming the Mahajana Old
Students Association in UK. I had a close association with Genga in the committee since it
was formed in 1987. He has been serving in the Executive committee since it was formed,
four years as assistant secretary, twelve years as the Secretary and as the President during the
centenary year of the school. We worked very closely during my four years as Secreatary and
six years as President. He worked tirclessly hard with the members to develop the OSA as
one of the leading organisations. It was not easy lo organise events in those vears. The ICT
facilities which we enjoy now were not available then. Yet, sports, dramas, music/ dance
programmes, open days, magazines, news letters were all organised during the early years of
the organisation. They were very successful and enabled us to help the school during the
trouble times back home.

Genga is involved in several organisations and a well known popular person in Lewisham.
He is not a religious person but respects all the faiths, people and their way of life. He attends
all the social occasions, programmes, weddings and funerals in the community. He is an
exceptional person who has contributed a great deal to the community. T admire mostly his
quality of respecting and working with those whose views are entirely different. We must
also thank his wife Gowri and his extended family members for supporting his work for the
community.

Keep up the good work and enjoy your later years of life. Many happy returns of the day.

W.Thayalan

Councillor and Former Mayor
Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames
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Wishing my dear friend Genga
a very happy 70th birthday.

I'm grateful for all the memories we have created together so far and pray that
we continue to enjoy a strong friendship for many more years to come, From
one old timer to another, I feel it is only right that I offer you the following
advice as you join the 70s club:

“The secret of staying young now you're 70 is to live honestly, eat slowly and
lie about your age!’

Having a shared passion for sports and in particular, sports organisation - it
seems inevitable that we would go on to enjoy a friendship that now spans
over thirty years. Your contribution as a founding member of TSSA, as a
secretary and finally president of the organisation is a testament to your superb
organisational skills and strength of character.

I know that I and many others have come to rely on your straight talking, no
nonsense approach to any discussion and have been grateful to have you by
my side through many challenging situations over the years. You have always
been able to identify solutions to problems and [ know that i can always count
on you to speak your mind and deliver the very best in any situation.

This was never more evident than when we visited Sri Lanka in 2006 as part of
the TSSA netball tour. It was your connections and knowledge of the arcas in
the North And East that allowed us to have such a successful and fulfilling
trip.

The wide network of friends and colleagues you have acquired over the years
is attributed to your reliability and hardworking nature and has allowed the
organisations we have worked in together to access many different
opportunities over the years. You are never afraid to get stuck in to field work
such as hand delivering 100s of leaflets to advertise various events arranged
by TSSA.

1 hope that we continue to engage in hearty conversation and engaging dcbate
and that you never grow tired (despite growing older!) of speaking the truth.

With very best wishes on your special birthday!

S Mylvaganam (Myla)
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Wishes from Shooting Star
We wish you a very Happy and joyful 70th Birthday Celebrations
Trust Janagan & Jaya would have organized many more surprises for the day.

Just worked out from your latest “WhattsApp” post regarding your father, he would have
celebrated his 100th Birthday this year more appropriately 100 years of his birth. What a
coincidence?!! As Ishwaran said, you have taken the full responsibility of your family on his
demise and guided them properly and made them all what they arc today.

Well our friendship started over 55 years ago, using the front room in your house as a Change
Room for our cricket practice. Then the good old Shooting Star Sports Club days followed by
the London days. I still remember the days Pappa and me will arrive in London and stay
with you in your room during the Uni holidays to make some quick money for our survival
in England. Thank you for all what you have done.

Though we went on our separate ways, we make it a point to see each other whenever I
come to London. The last being the SSSC Reunion and your 40th Wedding anniversary cel-
ebrations a year ago in Sri lanka.

Wish you Many Many Happy Returns of the day. May your future years be happy and joyful
as ever.

Just a little word of advice:
At 70, there are two rules for making your Birthday unforgettable:
Rule 1: Have the time of your life.
Rule 2: Don't forget rule 1

From Ananthi & Ira and Childre
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Happy 70th Birthday Genga. Our friendship started 55 years ago and strengthened further,
after we started Shooting Star Sports Club (SSSC) in 1967. Despite his political commitments,
Genga was always there for us to help in all aspects of our life. Genga’s house was our ‘Club
House” and the doors were opened at any time for us - his parents were incred ibly supportive
of us and always with a smiling face.

Ilike to add few comments about SSSC. We were fifteen/ sixteen years old, when we formed
SSSC. It was the first in our generation to form an individual club, while still at school.
Genga had the energy to start this ‘project’ and coordinate to get all our support. The culture
of the club was mainly driven by Genga and we celebrated various activities and achievements
of the club. My connection with the club, opened a new world for me — I developed the
courage to question everything and stood strong for what I felt right. T am always thankful to
the club and my friends, specially to Genga for influencing me along this journey.

After 1 left school, I did not have close contact with Genga. However, [ was following all his
contribution to the community and to Mahajana College. After Genga went to London for
his higher studies, I had no contact with him. Our S8SC reunion in Sri lanka during 2020
gave us the opportunity to mect all the active members. I spent lot of time with Genga during
the planning of this reunion and a big thanks to Genga for arranging the meeting with the
staff and the tour around Mahajana college. :

“A friend inneed is a friend indeed” - Genga is a living example of this saying. He was there
for us during the good and the bad times. His vibe attracted all of us and he led us during our
‘best times” of our school days. He never let us do naughty or silly things alone, he joined us!!
He was there for all the happy and sad events relating to SSSC members and lately he came
all the way to Sydney during 2018, for a wedding of one of SSSC member’s daughter, In
summary he is a unique person, and I am incredibly grateful to have Genga in my life.

Wijayakhanthan (Wijay)
Shooting Star Sports Club friend

"I have known Gengatharan since the mid 1960s and became friends after a serious conten-
tion we had with the school management. Our friendship flourished then on despite
having lots of differences, many disputes and opposing views in the political spectrum elc.
This still is the case but we could count on each another to show up in times of need.
Gengatharan is a reliable and very sincere person and I am proud and blessed to have him
as my close friend." '

R Manickaratnam
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Dear Genga,
I wish you a very happy and healthy 70 th Birthday on 21st December 2020.

[ am very happy that we all, the remaining Ten founder members and spouses of some
friends of Shooting Star Sports Club Tellippalai, were able

to meet and spend happy and memorable nine days of fun and joy together during Febru-
ary this year in Sri Lanka and finish this memorable event with your glorious wedding
anniversary dinner. This was a rare event of "friends are there forever" which many people
could only dream of having. T am so grateful to have such wonderful lifetime true friends.

May God bless you with good health and happiness and help you to continue for many
more years with your devotion to social work and ever willing attitude to help others.
Your old time classmate and friend. '

Ishwaran
New Zealand

Gengatharn was called in short as genga by all of us in class was so ncar and dear to us .He
was 5o humbtle, well informed and took the leadership in all activities.He is a good friend
and very helpfull person. It was such a pleasure in meeting him again after leaving school. I
first saw him when I went to london. It was the same old ganga welcoming me again

It was a warm welcome and again | managed to see him

Last year when there was a reunion with the rest of our batch mates. We managed to visit
many places in jaffna and also had the privilege in visiting our school mahajana college
where he organised to meet the current children

And had a lunch which brought back our good old days again

Went to the beaches and had a fovely time again

This reunion made him to meet all the wives of his classmates too.

Friendship is a golden chain '

That binds all friends together as the saying goes

Hope he has a wonderful birthday with all his dreams come true .Happy 70th Birthday
ganga and may god bless you

Love

Balendra and Amba
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I wish a glorious 70th birthday to Genga, my dearest long-time friend, comrade
and my junior at Mahajana.

Tt is my wish that you should use the remaining years of your life to accurately
compile and publish the history of the golden era of the Communist movement
in Jaffna in which we were both actively involved in order to inspire future
generations.

The revival of the socialist movement is the only way to stop the world moving
towards barbarism.

I wish you many more years of good health and happiness.

Sooriasegaram
(X X
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GENGA 70

Happy Birthday Patron

Gengatharan, Secretary of TSSA, was the 1st time | have heard the name
back in 2001; to seek help to organise a local football tournament.
After a few years | was in the process of establishing 11Stars Sports Club
and it was during this time that Janagan Sri Gengatharan came to take

part in football at Forster Memorial Park, Catford and the 2nd time

| heard the name Gengatharan. It was Janagan that introduced me to his
father Genga uncle. The picture of Sri Gengatharan | had in my mind was
totally different to reality; he is an ordinary man with an extraordinary heart.

It was Genga uncle that put 11Stars Sports Club and Natchatram on the
map of South East London, through our annual magazine,

"The Voice of Tamil Youth" Within few minutes of conversation, it was
very clear he is knowledgeable and had many experiences to back up
his ideas; my age is half his experience. Over the past 10+ years,

he has gone beyond expectations to become our backbone.

Furthermore, he has also helped me to grow personally, and the knowledge that | have learnt from
Genga uncle to administer 11Stars and Natchatram; | am applying that today to solve much bigger
problems. '

Having got to know Genga uncle, | always made sure | met him for a coffee either at the beginning or
towards the end of the day to listen to few of his stories. Uncle Genga, many more happy returns of
the day and | look forward to another catch up with a birthday cake, coffee and of course a story!

Nilos Nirmalan,
Co-Founder, 11Stars Sports Club & Natchatram
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Comrade Genga: A dedicated and indefatigable
Political & Social worker
Shanthan K. Thambiah

My Best Wishes to Comrade Genga for a very happy birthday
and many morehappy returns of the day.

I consider it as my pleasure to write this felicitation to Comrade Ganga; and I thank Janagan
for giving me this opportunity. A grand get- together of his friends, comrades and fellow-
travellers in celebration of his milestone birthday would have been very fitting for a person
of Genga’s calibre; but unfortunately could not be had due to the present pandemic situation.
I vividly remember Genga’s 60th birthday where a cross- section of the political and social
activists working in the UK were gathered. Genga’s long service to the community, his readi-
ness to shoulder responsibilities and his unique ability to maintain friendship with ail the
people whom he comes across regardless of political affiliations, is abundantly evident in the
many occasions and events he had organised at various times.

I'think it is appropriate here to recall some of my memories of Genga and his activism during
a crucial period of Sri Lankan diaspora political history in the UK. Genga is an able writer
and a good public speaker. 1 hope that he will record his activities of that period for the
benefit of the future generation.

As far as I remember, I met Genga in 1977 for the first time in Lewisham in his house.
Yogasangary, myself and few others were actively organising ‘General Union of Eelam Stu-
dents (GUES)". We used to have pocket meetings to lobby students and other interested youths
to organise branches for GUES. We visited Genga as part of our meeting new people. He
organised a group of students and youths to meet us in his house to have a general discussion
about the situation in Sri Lanka and about the program of GUES. T think at that time he was
engaged in discussions with another organisation called Tami's Liberation Organisation
(TLO), and hence though riot inclined in joining GUES, was, nevertheless, very receptive,
cordial, and friendly. He also briefed us about his and the perspectives of his group. Since
then, although we may agree or disagree or have different views on issues and approaches,
we had always kept our friendship cordial, constructive and fruitful. In the late seventies, the
Sri Lankan Tamil community in the UK was of only a few thousands. During that time, a new
wave of students also started to arrive to pursue their higher studies. The few people who
were politically and socially active during that time, knew each other well. Despite differ-
ence of political opinion, we would gather at venues such as India Club in Aldwych, or the
Little Hall in Wimbledon for meetings and discussions. Genga was one of the pioncers who
was always ready to take responsibility to organise and he would work indefatigably with
dedication. Subsequently, Genga joined the Tamil Eelam Liberation Organisation (TELO)

and worked with them. In 1985, when four liberation organisations formed a united front,
‘Eelam National Liberation Front (ENLF)’, the representatives of these organisations in the
UK also worked together. Genga actively engaged himself to work for the unity of all the
liberation organisations. In April 1986, when TELO Leader Sri Sabaratnam and hundreds of
cadres were brutally murdered, TELO and EPRLF jointly organised a public protest meeting
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in Conway Hall. Genga served well as the secretary of ‘Belam Solidarity Campaign (ESC) -
an umbrella organisation of most of the active groups and prominent academics in the eight-
ies. The ESC played a pivotal role in reaching out to the progressive politicians and activists
in London, including Labour Party leaders such as Jeremy Corbyn. Other prominent non-
sectarian organisations during that time, as far as [ remember were, Standing Committee of
Tamils (SCOT) led by Dr Arumugam, Mr Rajanayagam and few others and Tamil Informa-
tion Centre (TIC) led by Mr Kanthasamy and few others. During that time there were always
discussions amongst all on common actions. Genga always kept in touch with the Left Lead-
ers in Sri Lanka. Whenever they visited London, he had hosted them and organised meetings
for them so that they can meet and listen to the views of a wider section of the Tamil commu-
nity. He will also encourage people from different organisations to meet them. Some of those
Genga introduced to me was Professor Sivathambay and Comrade V. Ponnambalam when
they visited London. Through Genga , the EPRLF organised discussions with them on the
political situation that was attended by members and supporters. Sadly, the UK diaspora
politics took a different turn in the mid-eighties reflecting the unfortunate and disastrous
transformation that was taking place in Sri Lankan Tamil struggle. Terminologies such as
‘sole-representatives’ and ‘traitors’ were introduced in the body politic of Tamils, thus
marginalising pluralism, cordiality, expression of different opinion and democratic ap-
proaches. The consequences of this became eventually and tragically evident in 2009 at an
enormous cost to the Tamil people and their legitimate aspirations for the attainment for
which they forged an armed struggle. In 1990, EPRLF leader Comrade Pathmanabha was
assassinated with some of his comrades and we organised a public meeting to condemn the
heinous killing and pay tribute to those whose youthful lives were cowardly snatched. I
approached a few activists at that time to spcak at that meeting. Many were hesitant to ad-
dress; but S.D. Balarajah and Genga agreed to address that meeting. The other speakers in
that meeting were prominent political and human rights personalitics: Martin

Ennals, Upali Cooray, Chandrika Bandaranayake and EROS leader, Ratnasabapathy. Genga
was also a member of the ‘Campaign for Democracy and Justice in Sri Lanka (CDJSL)’ which
functioned until 2009. It was one of the leading campaign groups where all Sri Lankan com-
munities were involved and actively worked for democracy and justice in Sri Lanka.

[ wish Genga a long and healthy life to continue to serve our community and looking for-
ward to the furthering of association and comradeship with him in the political and social
tasks that lic ahead of us in the fature too.
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[ am very happy note that Srigengatharan younger days called Manon has reached Seventies
and we are all very proud of him. Throughout he was a very good interesting personality
involved in social and political activities. He was always liked by everyone in society. He
.through worked with the people in many levels. His leadership qualities should be
appreciated. His progressive ideas made him to achieve many goals In sports to he created a
new wave in our village.
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HAPPY 70* BIRTHDAY GENGA

It is almost 30 years since I have met a gentle giant at the Jaffna Schools Sports Association
(UK) - JSSA (UK) inauguration meeting in 1992 at Wimbledon. I never thought I will find a
very good friend for the last three decades on that day.

It gives me great pleasure to say a few words above Mr Nagalingam Sri Gengatharan -
“GENGA”, a person who lives with principles. He always says without any hesitations to
put across his views for the betterment of any organisation he involves with.

l respect and appreciate, that he never brings his personal believes and aspirations to deviate
any of the organisational objectives he involved in. I have been working very closely with
Genga, all these years in all the Tamil Schools Sports Association (UK) - TSSA (UK) activities
and surprised to see his vision on very many issucs in taking forward the ambitions of TSSA
in the UK and in Sri Lanka.

It is always interesting and surprising to see when he come with plans with vision to have
hospitality marquees, plan marquee locations, designing and erecting flag poles, preparing
stage for presentation, plan catering for Sports Academy for North East - SANE project, plan
musical events, plan recognising personalities, plan helpers dinner for some to mention few.
His speeches and reports for meetings and AGM are being appreciated by everyone.

He has been TSSA founder member, secretary, vice president and president and was respected
by everyone. He is founder of many organisation in Tellipalllai during his school days and
now in the United Kingdom. As one of the founder of Mahajana Coliege OSA UK he served
as secretary and president for many years. He is part of Political, Sports, Social, Temple and
Past pupil associations and give complete support to achieve the aims and objectives.

None of these could not have been achieved without the support and cncouragement from
his wife Jeyagowri and son Janagan. We all were always welcomed by Jeya and Janagan for
very many mecting followed by dinner at his home.,

Heis always happy to be involved with many organisations and to meet various people from
all walks of life to discuss different subjects and witness his contributions for many years to
come,

I wish him many more happy returns of the day

A Thiruketheeswaran (THIRU)
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Messages from Nieces and Nephews

Dear Mama,

HAPPY 70th BIRTHDAY! Or how we like to call it, 20 but with 50 years of experience. Thank
you for being such a wise and caring family man. You always seem to have a way of making
us question the world, look for the good and justice in everything and always bring it back to
how important family is. Thank you for being such a great husband to our mami and a great
father to Jay. We appreciate you so much and we know we have much more to learn from
you. We wish you the best in the birthdays to come and in your health. Don’t ever stop being
our favourite Mama.

Love,
Jeneka and Nijaan
From Jencka and Nijaan Navaranjan

Thas Family

On your 70th birthday, we pray for your good health, lots of laughter and a wondertul life
with vour loved ones beside you! Happlest Birthday Manon Chiththappa!

With love,
Thas and Family - From Thas, Jenny, and Children
Happy Birthday Manon Uncle.

Methilan

We learnt the true meaning of friendship and being there for family from you. We will al-
ways be there for you. I hope you always remember how much you mean to us, and how
much of an impact you have on the lives of everyone around you. Here's to an unforgeltable
celebration and all great things in the year ahead!

Aththan & family ~ Shanthan & family “Kannan & family

Uthayan & family ~ Easwaravel & family

Message from Reshi

Happy Birthday Manon Mama also known as Mr Mahajana, Juicy fruits, Mr come onnnnn
but to me as the most calmest uncle I know,

While growing up and even now, you have always been the go to person for all of our
parents and for that alone us cousins have to be extremely thankful.

One story that not many people know; is that when I was just born and my parents were
looking for a house, my Dad's mates were tempting him to move to East Ham(Ayoo imagine
that), you were the one that said no and found us a temporary accomodation in Southend
Lane and moved us in. Now me being 27 and that gesturc a life time ago, it may seem minor
but for me personally was one of the most life changing things you could've done. Itallowed
many memorics growing up with the mox family.

From Reshi
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Msg from Nivi & Kajanthy
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Dearest Genga Mama/Thatha,

Wishing you the happiest of birthdays this year! 70 amazing years filled with laughter,
love, and tears. 70 amazing years of life you've learned, respect you've earned and many
lives you've touched, and turned for good.

An amazing father, husband, son, brother, friend and most importantly a kind and loving
uncle to us all!

May god bless you abundantly and grant you everything that you ever wished for on your
special day!

All our love & blessings,

Dasan, Priya, Anjana, Aajay & Jaiden xxx

Happy 70th Birthday Genga Mama!

Thank you for being a loyal friend to my dad and an uncle to us all these years, We're
lucky and grateful that you're always there for our family. Your journey so far has been
incredibly inspiring and we’re all excited to see what you do next! Here’s to more
happiness and health. Enjoy your celebrations and don’t forget to keep smiling (while you
still have teeth )

From
Nelson
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Many Happy Returns of the day Genga maama

You have been a constant presence in our lives from before we were born, during our
childhood and still to this present day.

You have been a wiser, older brother figure to our father and you have massively blessed
our family with your kindness. My brothers and our families hold you in such high
csteem.

From being the first person Appa met at the airport when first arriving in the UK, helping
him launch his first business, sponsoring our older cousin to live a better life here & even
supplying the catering to Dash’s wedding!... This is just a very small list of examples of
how close you are to us and it is testament to your kindness, generosity & selfless service
to your family, friends and wider community.

When | think of a pure hearted soul who's prime motive in life is to serve others, [ think of
you. When I think of a man who's so proud of his motherland, 1 think of you. When |
think of a person who has indirectly and positively shaped the course of my life, I think of
you.

We wish you the very best of everything. May God continue to bless you.

Lots of love from

Jonathan, Karthiga & Seyon xx
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Janagan’s Friends

Msg from Dashan family
Dearest Genga Mama/ Thatha,

Wishing you the happiest of birthdays this year! 75 amazing years filled with laughter, love,
and tears. 75 amazing years of life you've learned, respect you've earned and many lives
you've touched, and turned for good.

An amazing father, husband, son, brother, friend and most importantly a kind and loving
uncle to us all!

May god bless you abundantly and grant you everything that you cver wished for on your
special day!

All our love & blessings,

Dasan, Priya, Anjana, Aajay & Jaiden xxx

Msg from Rothin

Message for your Dad

Hello Uncle, Hearty Congratulations on your 70th Birthday. Wishing you good health,
abundant happiness and great prosperity for 2021 and beyond. You have lived through and
seen with your eyes a great number of changes in the world. Your lived experience and many
lessons learnt are an invaluable source of knowledge that this generation and future
generations will benefit from. Hope you have a great birthday until we meet again sometime
in the future.

Regards
Rothin

Msg from Kansu

Happy 70th Birthday uncle!! Hope vou have the best day, wishing you many more years of
good health, love and joy!! And may you see Liverpool lift the premiere league in many years
to comel!!

YNWA Kansu

Msg from Ruch

Happy 70th Birthday Uncle!! Hope you have a wonderful day and many happy returns!
Regards

Ruch
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Msg from Janagan

To a man whom I do not always get along with, who frustrates me daily, whom I don’t
always agree with, and whom | argue with all the time.

And yet; whom Ilove dearly, whom I respect whole heartedly, whom [ trust completely, and
whom I know as Dad.

Congratulations on reaching this incredible milestone. 70 years of age.
Firstly, I want to say thank you, and I love you, as we do not say it to each other that often.

As I getolder, I am appreciative of the family | have, and the man you are and how you have
raised me to become the man that Tam.

I may not always agree with you, but at almost 37 years of age, I am still dependant on you,
for your advice, guidance, and unbelievable support that only a Father like you can give a
son like me.

For the entirety of my life, T have been told of how great a man you are by all manner of
people. I have watched your bravery against all odds, to stand up for what you believe in,
and to never take the easy route out, and I have tried, not always successfully to up still these
characteristics within me.

Your community work and politics will be a legacy left behind for generations, but not many
here will be able to share personal memories away from these topics. Genga and Manon are
how most people know you as, but to me, you are simply... Dad.

I have many fond memories of you and me from when I was extremely young until today.
From putting me on your shoulders every Christmas as we walked through the streets of
London adorned with Christmas Lights, eating piping hot roasted chestnuts. 1 was always
amazed by the magical lights, and how you made me look forward to this every single year.
And still count this as some of the best memories in my life. To waking up so early that the
birds had not woken up, year after year, to accompany you to TSSA sports day, and support
you there. And at the end of those nights, we would end up at a restaurant in Southall with
all your other comrades and friends, as we enjoyed a well-deserved good meal. There were
times when during the holidays I would come and see you when you worked in Leicester,
Evesham, Dunhampton, and countless other places in the Midlands, and 1 loved every second
of those memories. | can write many, pages of memories and still not have enough pages to
write in. '

But it was your [ove of sports that rubbed off on me most. Especially when [ followed in your
footsteps, as did the rest of our family in supporting Liverpool Football Club, and with that
being said; I am glad that I got the chance to let you see them live at Anfield 10 years ago.

In 1995, at the age of 11, I remember watching the League cup final with you, as we beat
Bolton Wanderers in the final. You were so happy, but I had little interest in football. Fast
forward a year later and yet another final against Manchester United, this time in the FA
Cup. T was so nervous and couldn’t watch the game at times, and on the 85" minute Eric
Cantona scored the only goal of the match. Liverpool lost, and so I started to cry. You told me
that this was life, and it’s never over, we had to try again, and that we will go again the
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following year. But I was crushed, I could not stop crying, and so my Love for Liverpool
Football Club started from here, and your life lessons took on a whole new meaning.

And 30 years on from the last time you saw them do it, I got to experience all the stories that
you raised me on about the mighty reds. We got to see them become Eu ropean Champions,
World Champions and English Champions, A moment, and ha ppiness [ hope one day I can
share with my own children.

Many may not know this, but 1 know you long to go back to Sri Lanka and live the rest of
your life in your homeland which you have always told me; and it is clear to sce when your
face lights up as you recall stories from your childhood. Until then, there are some amazing
things to come on the horizon for youand our family. Let today be the start of some wonderful
celebrations and good fortune for you and our family.

As a young child, until today, 1 have always wanted to make you proud. But when you arc
the son of Nagalingam Srigengatharan, that often feels like the hardest task in the world.

I could never have got through life without your support, and guidance, and the milestones
[ reached were yours too; my degrees, my qualifications, the challenging times, the best of
times, and all that | accomplish even now, are because of the lessons and footprints that you
have left on my life.

In short, I hope that I have made you proud. I will do my best in life, and regardless of the
good and bad times that make every life, T will always remember, as you once told me when
I'was 13 years old at the airport, before I flew off to Canada for my uncle’s funeral; when |
feel upset, scared, or unsure in life, “remember in your heart, that you are the son of
Nagalingam Srigengatharan”.

Long may you continue to inspire those around you of what it takes to be rema rkably
courageous

Long may you teach those around you that aspire to be like you, the unbelievable sclf-belief
you hold.

Long may you show the world the right path, by always fighting with love in your heart for
what is right and just

And long may you live to make this world and my world a better place, for now and forever.

Thank you for all that you have done, all that you are, and all that you continue to give me
and all those that you bless with your presence in their life.

With all my prayers, my hopes, my respect and love, on this of all days, I wish you, good
health, fortune, Iove and happiness on this the happiest of birthdays.

With Love,
Your son,

Janagan Srigengatharan
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