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Reading for Academic Purpose

Research studies on reading emphasize the need for acquiring necessary processing
skills, which could facilitate the learners” efforts to comprehend vast amount of
nformation from the texts they process or read. There are many students who can
read at a much higher level of comprehension, gathering new conceptual information
from texts, synthesizing new information from multiple texts, critiquing information
n text and using their comprehension skills to reinterpret texts (Elley, 1992). It
s also important to recognize that many people around the world read in more
han one language. Large populations of people have learned to read in second or
third languages for a variety of reasons, including interactions within and across
1eterogeneous multilingual countries, large-scale immigration movements, global
ransportation, advanced education opportunities, and the spread of language of
ider communication (Grabe, 2009),

According to Grabe (2009), "As fluent readers, we read many different types of
texts, some that we consciously intend to read, and some that we just seem to pick
up or encounter. In more formal settings we expect to read in academic contexts or

n work place environments as part of learning or engaging in our jobs, Many of us

lso engage in reading that may be quite demanding in educational, professional,

ind occupational settings. In these latter settings, a great deal of learning occurs;
part of that learning requires that we read and interpret informational texts in line
with the tasks that we engage in and the goals that we set....”

Based on Grabe’s suggestions, this study is strictly structured around the domain

f 1, academic reading. It is firmly rooted on the findings of L, reading studies

which bring out the necessity of automatizing the reading mechanisms among the

oung, emerging and less privileged academics who are identified as “Low- capacity
eaders’ particularly in the L2 contexts,

Further to this, in our Sri Lankan context, undergraduates in the Universities have
to develop their L2 academic reading skills. These growing academics have plenty
f needs to master their 1.2 reading abilities to continue their higher education.




They have to read research articles, abstracts and books to enhance their academic
knowledge.

They have to update the current information by searching some new findings.
They have to acquire the accepted style of academic genre through vast exposure
to academic discourse.

Eventually, they have to or can develop their academic writing skills by exposing
themselves to numerous academic articles in English.

They have to transfer these inherited skills to the younger generation and
motivate them to read.

L

Crystal (1995) while locating the essentiality of L2 reading indicates “....the rise
of English as a global language has had a major impact on educational systems
around the world and the demands for reading in a second language. In countries
around the world, school systems require students to learn English for access to
information and for the eventual ability to compete economically and professionally.
Reading in English provides these students to develop their L2 abilities to the point
at which advanced academic curriculum goals can be achieved”

Again Grabe (2011) re-emphasizes the need for developing the 12 reading
abilities among the tertiary level L, readers. He states that 1.2 reading skills represent
a significant concern as the L, readers negotiate careers and seek advancement in

modern economies. A persons future opportunities for success and prosperity will
be even more entwined with skilled reading abilities. It is therefore an important
societal responsibility to offer every person the opportunity to become a skilled
reader, and in many cases, this means becoming a skilled L2 reader, or in this
research context, an automatized skilled L, reader.

In support of the above thought and suggestions, this research intends to target
an important social responsibility - automatizing the L2 academic reading skills
of the less automatized L, readers during their graduation period. It has been the
continuous observation in the field of English Language teaching where most
of the low capacity level L, readers are allowed to follow their lessons with the
automatized or fluent readers. This kind of situation never facilitates those poor
readers to develop their processing abilities. As a result of this, the study conducted
here introduces a strong foundation along with a feasible Automaticity Training
Programme (ATP). This ATP is structured in accordance with the models of L2
reading stemmed from Information / Cognitive processing approaches discussed
in the field of teaching English as a second language.




1.2.1 More insights to L2 reading in academic context.
Reading ability can be improved by teaching how to read for particular purpose
Anderson, 2000). First of all, as teachers of L2 reading we have to know more about
ifferent purposes of L2 reading. Grabe (2009) has listed six major purposes of L,
eading, particularly in academic settings.
1. Reading to search for information(Scanning and Skimming).

2. Reading for quick understanding (Skimming).

3. Reading to learn.

4. Reading to integrate information.

5. Reading to evaluate, critique and use information.

6. Reading for general comprehension (in many cases, reading for interest or
reading to entertain).

~ When we consider all those six purposes, it is clear that an L, reader in an

-academic context has to focus on all these purposes. Different purposes for reading
Iso tend to impose differing levels of demand on the reader in order to maintain
n acceptable “standard of coherence” (Linderholm et al, 2004).

Among the six purposes, mentioned above, the last four are highly demanding

for an L, academic reader.

Reading to learn is often carried out in academic and professional settings. We
read to learn when the information in a text is identified as important and when
that information will be used for some task or may be needed in the future (Grabe,

009).

Reading to learn places more processing demands on the reader because the
eader is expected to remember the main ideas and many supporting ideas and
be able to recall this information as needed (Carver, 1992). The effective reader
rganizes the content within a frame that is coherent and accurate with respect to
he information presented in the text (Linderholm & Van den Brock, 2002). Grabe
(2010), further states that the reader also has to connect, the text content with
information established in the reader’s long- term memory (or prior knowledge).
articularly, in academic reading expectations for using supporting information
for creating an organizing frame of reference (e.g - organizing information by
ause - effect, comparison - contrast ), and for building a close integration with
prior knowledge are usually exercised by any kind of academic readers.




Perfetti (1999) explains that reading to integrate information requires the
eader to synthesize (and learn) information from multiple texts or bring together
nformation from different parts of a long text such as a long and complex chapter
n a text book.

Chall (1983) re- affirms this and states that the reading to integrative purpose
epresents a more complex and more difficult task for readers in academic and
professional settings than reading to learn.

 Inthe case of multiple texts, the reader must decide how to create his or her own

organizing frame for the information because none is provided by the combined

set of texts. Readers in academic contexts often have to decide which aspects to
elect, prioritize, and highlight, and then create a coherent organizational frame
round the full set of information to be synthesized (Grabe , 2009).

It is also true in the Sri Lankan context where most of the school readers approach
reading as a general skill through which they attempt to develop their minimal
comprehension abilities in order to become successful in state ~ based national
examinations, These readers rarely think of entering into the complexity of the
‘academic reading. The strategies they employ during school reading are based on

- answering questions related to reading comprehension.

However, these readers have to be exposed to some strategies related to academic
eading once they start their graduation. These strategies are related to reading
processes, which are primarily cognitive.

While considering reading as a much complex cognitive process, reading to
valuate, critique and use information often necessitates an increased level of
ompetence in the domain of reading for academic purpose. In academic and
rofessional settings, readers are at times asked to evaluate and critique information
rom multiple texts, or from one long text, requiring them to make decisions about
hich aspects of the text are the most important, most persuasive, least persuasive
r most controversial. Moreover, readers need to decide how to relate the text
nformation to other information inter-textually and to their prior knowledge
nd beliefs. The greatest demand of this type of reading involves the application,
nd especially rhetorical control, of a reader’s attitudes, emotional responses,
nterests and preferences to the interpretation of the text (Grabe , 2009), This level
f academic reading is usually referred as the automatized level of reading where

extensive inferencing and background knowledge come into play.




Therefore, the primary motif of any kind of L2 academic reader is to aspire
his level where he/she can control and manipulate parallely distributed cognitive
rocesses to become successful in comprehending the over role meaning of the texts

| At this stage, the reader has to exercise his/her discourse level competence which |
rovides ample strategies (cognitive, as well as linguistic) to interpret the texts.

According to Linderholm & Van den Broek (2002) “..successful reading includes
he ability to adjust processing in such a way that learning goals, as a function of
eading purpose, are met.

Difference in purposes of reading can influence the role of manipulating different
ypes of processes. There are ranges of studies in educational psychology and discourse
rocessing that demonstrates significant differences in comprehension processing
s a result of different purposes for reading (Linderholm & Van den Broek, 2002).

Multiple studies have shown that students with low-domain, or background
knowledge read with the purpose of gaining comprehension from close reading
f a text. These readers spend most of their attentional energy on bottom- up or
lower - level processing strategies. However, students with high domain and strong
chematic knowledge read to build a more elaborative knowledge base and draw
‘more selectively from the text. These distinct types of reading lead to differing
performances on various post reading tasks (Adams Bell, & Perfelti, 1995).

The second type of readers with multiple text processing capabilities, in accordance
rith their different purposes, can reach an automatized level in reading whether
jor L,. Pressley (2002), has argued that reading for different purposes has a strong
mpirical research base in verbal-protocol studies. These studies demonstrate
hat readers read for different purposes and that they adopt different processing

strategies to carry out their reading purposes.

Caver (1990-1992) also has stated that those engage in different types of processing
while dealing with different purposes can steadily improve their processing strategies
and develop their discourse competence.
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