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J/RAMANATHAN COLLEGE
CHUNNAKAM

Deputy Principal:
Mirs.Ambikai Sivagnanam Mrs.S.Vakeesan
B.A, PGDE(Distinction), DSM (Merit) B.Sc (Hons), PGDE
M.Ed, SLPS I M.Ed SLPS III
Census No: 09167 T.P -0212241762 School ID No: 1010001

E.mail: chu.ramanathan21@gmail.com
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. " Old Park, Kandy Road,

::S :::a ] %@EH_Q'IL LM E&IT6WTLD Chundikuli, Jaffna, Sri Lanka

Qur Ref. J GreFE T~ QS BEID 858 | 17/02/2022

gl @e Governor-Northern Province Ima

el goma Date

Your Ref.

Greetings From Hon. Governor-Northern Province

The initiative taken by the great statesmen Sir. PRamanthan, for boys school where
Hindu Tradition could be fostered and come forward to purchase 25 acres of land
in Thirunelvely together with 420 acres of paddy land in Killinochchi to generate
income for the maintenance of the school had been very fruitful to the community
in producing many eminent personnel.

This is the great opportunity for us to praise all the principals and teachers who
had been responsible, since its inception from 22° August 1921, for fulfilling the
vision of Sir. PRamanathan. It is a history to note that the school started with primary
classes and in a very short period in 1922 rose its standard with post primary classes.
All those who had been instrumental for this great effort are to be felicitated at this
moment. The school taken over by the government under nationalization of schools
also allowed the vision of Sir Pon.Ramanathan too establish a fully-fledged university.

Tremendous hard work done by the Old Boys' Association to the reestablishment
of Parameswara College is greatly appreciated. The college should be proud to produce
many scholars and I wish the school all the success in its efforts in fulfilling Sir Pon
Ramanathan's vision and promoting Hindu Culture amongst youngsters.

Governor
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Legislative Council Debates
Parameshvara College, Jaffna

June 18, 1925

The first reading of “An Ordinance to declare the Constitution of Parameshvara
College, Jaffna, and to incorporate the Board of directors of the said College' stood
in the name of the Hon. Sir PRamanathan, Kt., K.C., CM.G. (Northern Province,
Northern Division).

THEHON. SIR PONNAMBALAM RAMANATHAN, KT.,K.C., CM.G. (Northern
Province, Northern Division) :- I rise, Sir, to move the first reading of an Ordinance
to declare the constitution of Parameshvara College and to incorporate the Board of
Directors of the said college. The draft Bill was duly published in the Government
Gazette of March 6 and March 13 last. It has thus been in the hands of the Members
of the Council and before the public for over four months.

“The College was founded in August, 1921, in consequence of the earnest desire of
Hindu parents in and out of Ceylon, who feel that the kind of education that is being
given to their boys and girls in the English schools established by the Government,
or conducted by the private associations with the help of the Government grants, is
not at all satisfactory. They want something more than a knowledge of the perishable
things of life, too much of which is pressed on the attention of students as if there was
nothing else worth considering and attaining. The result of this one-sided system of
education are painfully manifest in all parts of the British Empire and elsewhere. The
great difficulties experienced by administrators in governing the people of Europe, the
United States of America, and other places, is the fact that the curriculum of studies
prescribed in the universities and school of the West , except in theological circles,
are confined to the things that relate to the perishable side of life. Everywhere the
complaint is that boys and girls are not as they were some fifty years ago. Formerly
there was some peace reining in their hearts. They respected their elders in their
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homes and societies, and the rulers of the country in Councils of State and on political
platforms. They were willing and ready to put in practice the principles they had
been taught at their homes and schools. They loved to be self-controlled, obedient,
thoughtful, and helpful to others. They spurned selfishness and irreligion. There is
now a vehement desire for the gratification of the senses at any cost, an extraordinary
regard for pleasure, and the proportionate contempt for duty. The principles which
make life a thing of beauty and joy for ever have all been forgotten.

During the last five or six decades the old methods of instruction have disappeared,
especially as to ethics and religion. Even teachers in great colleges do not know how to
teach God and morality, owing to fierce controversies which have been raised round
them, and which have discredited them in the eyes of those who have succeeded
from ancient traditions. People want to know who God is, what is God doing for us,
how are we to know God, and what is our duty towards God. They also want to know
what to know what is Ethics or Morality, on what it is founded, what is the reason of
the difference between things which are permitted things and things which are not
permitted, and what relation does pleasure bear to duty. Such questions, if not answered
intelligibly, produce a doubtful and controversial state of the mind, which ultimately
leads to materialism and atheism. If one believes that there is nothing beyond what
we perceive by the senses, and that there is no life after death, the conclusion is easily
reached that one should seize every opportunity to please oneself in every plane of
the senses. The meaning of pleasing or enjoying is to gratify every desire or passion
that creeps into the mind. The result of a life like that of butterflies, dogs, cats, cattle
and other animals, which have no codes of religion and ethics, and which have no
power to hear and understand them.

Such boys and girls, men and women, are satisfied with the things immediately
before them, and care not to aim high or live holily. They do not know the radical
difference between virtue and vice, or the right and wrong, nor for the existence of
the grand spiritual forces called Religion and Morality. They think that they may do
whatever their likes and dislikes prompt them to do, if only they were not detected,
taken up by the police, tried in a court of justice, and shut up in jail. They feel that,
provided they avoid detection and punishment, they may easily pass for respectable
people. To them I would say that Religion consists of those principles and practices
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which relate to communion with God and the attainment of actual knowledge of
God, and that the chief obstacles to such union and such knowledge are indulgence
in selfishness, unrestrained gratification of sensual desires, and the preference of
pleasure to duty.

“ Now Sir, parents in this country, and indeed in all other civilized countries,
greatly regret the evil days that have fallen upon them, and are earnestly craving that
the ancient traditions which have prevailed among us and produced really good men
and women, really good citizens, may be taught in our schools, under the protection
of the Government.

“Some sixty years ago, Professor Huxley assured his large audience in the United
Kingdom that he could not commend the education imparted in its schools and
colleges, for the simple reason that it could not convert a bad boy or girl into a good
boy or girl. His testimony has been found to be true by succeeding generations. They
have watched the course of events which have made for disorder and spiritual ruin,
and they are anxious that something must be done at once to enable youngsters to

learn and live the right life.

“ Right thought, right speech, and right action still exist among a limited number
of men and women in Christendom and other fields of religion. They are most anxious
that the youth of the country should save themselves from the perils of selfishness and
sensuousness combined, called worldliness, and that, while the nature of the perishable
things that surround us should be taught to their children, a serious effort should be
made to inculcate also some of the principles relating the imperishable things known as
God and Souls, and to teach the part which Evil plays in the destruction of humanity.

“Hindu, Buddhist, Christian, and Mohammedan sages have all taught the
principles of imperishable or eternal life in order to save human beings from
the dangers of worldly life. They emphatically assert that the Life-Eternal is not
something high up in the skies, but is attainable in our own hearts, admist our worldly
surroundings, and that a knowledge of the principles and practices of Eternal Life is
the only safeguard against the corruptions which beset our path on earth. Therefore,
our duty is clearly to bring afresh within the reach of our children the great traditions
which have been crowded out of our schools and colleges by the advent of what is
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“Ihave thought for many years that it was my duty to help Hindu parents in this
country and India to attain their heart’s wish. This is the reason , why Parameshvara
(College) Vidyalayam was founded. Vidyalayam means a house of learning, and
Parameshvara means the Most High. Thus Parameshvara College means the house
of learning of the Most High. Any student who is admitted there will be given facilities
to know something more of life than the perishable side of it. He would know that the
sprit within the mortal body, and God within and beyond us, are the only imperishable
things which we should labour hard to attain, at least as hard as we labour for the
perishable things of the body. In our endeavour to attain the Imperishable, we have
first to discover the individual Sprit which is in the body, and then come to know
God who is in the Sprit. The Sprit is therefore called the Temple of God. Unless boys
and girls are taught these truths early in life, and helped to prefer the principles and
practices which relate to the discovery of the Sprit in the body,and God in the Sprit,
they would be engulfed in the vortices of selfishness and sensual desires. They would
naturally sink more and more into corruption, and become terrible sufferers here

and in the lives to come.

“ The chief aim of Parameshvara College is to save our boys in this way and to
make good citizens of them. By reminding them of our Spiritual Traditions, we hope
to make them real assets to us and the British Empire. Our Late Governor, Sir William
Manning, attached the highest importance to Spiritual Traditions. He spoke of them
just before departing from the Island. He attended a function at Zahira College,
Maradana in March last, and addressed those who were assembled there as follows:

‘ Now, one passage of the speech of the Head Master struck me as being one not
only of great importance, but one as bearing very largely upon the desirability of
education under Muslim precepts, and that is this. There is now in Ceylon the means
of educating the Muslim youth without the sacrifice of belief and ideas sacred to
Islam. I can only tell you how I agree with that sentiment. You have hitherto not had
a secondary school where your children will be educated without the sacrifice of belief
and ideals which are sacred to your religion. Now this being the sole Muslim secondary
school at present in existence in this Island, I can only hope that it will receive your
support. My own opinion is that the Muslim community is worthy of a great school.
That feeling should be cherished and encouraged in every way by the Government
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of this country. I very sincerely hope that the Muslim youth of this country will be
trained in the tenets of the Islamic faith, and will obtain in this college that education
which will enable him to become prosperous and worthy and that, when in later days
they recognize the benefits they have received from this college, they will exercise
that great tenet of your religion which is Charity and will come forward in their more

prosperous days to help all that appertains to Muslim education’

“ How broad, Sir, are these views! How good of this staunch Christian Governor to
speak so sympathetically of the religious ideals of the Muslims, and to lay the foundation
stone for a building to be raised for the glorification of such ideals! How different is the
conduct of some other educationists among us, who think that they should support
their own religion only , and that every other religion on the face of the earth must
be undermined and damned! These narrow-minded persons believe that God does
not exist in the heart of every man, and that, when some non-Christian religionist
is addressing himself to God who is within and beyond him, he is worshipping the
devil. This hatred of other religions and opposition to the works of other religionists,
have had a most degrading effect. There is only one God for all nations. He is the only
Lord of all hosts who can be worshipped by human beings. The methods of worship
in the case of great religions of the world may be different, but the object worshipped
is identically the same.

Having founded the Parameshvara College, it was necessary to incorporate the
Board of Directors who are administering it, and I have come to this Council with the
draft of an Ordinance for that purpose. It sets out the aims and policy of the college and
the course of studies that will be imparted there. I regret to say that some intolerance
has been towards the spiritual side of the education described in some clauses of this
Ordinance. I say that anyone who oppose this policy is an enemy to humanity. If
he is a genuine Christian this people will not oppose it, because Jesus said:” This is
Eternal Life- knowledge of God and the spirit that is in the body. “ It is the principles
of such knowledge that should be imparted in everyday school and college. I believe
that there are many Christian schools where such principles are taught., and I do not
see why any Christian should grow impatient when such principles are taught in
Parameshvara College. I consider that it is essential to the welfare of a student to know
these principles, and therefore there is a special clause in the Ordinance about them.
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It is said that the education imparted in schools should enable an outgoing student
to find a livelihood for himself. Between the ages of six and fourteen there is time
enough only to make him read write, and work simple sums in arithmetic, but the
training for a clerkship or other vocation for earning a living wage is possible only
in later years, say, between fourteen and nineteen. The education that is required to
gain a livelihood, so as to keep body and soul together, requires a knowledge of such
things as are taught ordinarily in our schools, but Education in the proper sense of
the term implies something that is systematically neglected by our educationists. I
am sure that Honourable Members will agree with me that the more important side
of Education is the training of boys and girls to lofty ideals of Character, perfection
in work, heartfelt devotion to God, and loyalty to the King. This is expressly declared
in the draft Ordinance before us to be the policy of Parameshvara College.

What is meant by lofty character?

Man is in bondage to evil, and the most urgent problem in life is to extricate the
soul from evil and its subtle corruptions. If the instruments of knowledge and action,
given to the soul by God, be not carefully trained and strengthed in early life to prefer
always the needs of the soul to the carvings of the body, they will not be able to resist
the promptings of evil to do the very things they should not do in the interests of the
soul. If these instruments fail to protect the little heaven of love and light that is in
every man, and to develop them successfully, first into neighboutrly love, and then
into philanthropic love, and then to Godly love, they are said to be possessed of “
bad character “ The marks or features or characteristics of our inner being, having
suffered disfigurement by evil, are spoken of as low or wicked. But if our instruments
of knowledge, the chief of which are the five senses, the mind, attention, recollection
of sound doctrine, right reason, and determined will, do not deviate from the path

of duty laid down for us by sanctified sages, we are said to be possessed of “ high or
lofty character”

It will thus be seen that the formation of good character requires sense control,
mind control, abundant study and thoughtful action. In every country we have a small

percentage of men who are congenitally gifted with good character, with a strong
predisposition to avoid evil and follow the dictates of duty. This congenital gift is the
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result of the past lives lived according to law, but there is a much larger percentage
of people who wish to be good, and yet are unable to struggle against the impulses
of evil. What is the kind of education to be given to them that will lead them out of
the mazes of wickedness? Is the nature of evil and its subtle ways ever explained to
them? Is God’s design as to the uplifting of fallen people ever unfolded to them, at
home or at school, in the early part of their live

Has anybody taught them that pain, poena or punishment was ordained by
God as a remedial measure against evil? In Western countries, on both sides of the
Atlantic Ocean, there are famous preachers who confound evil with pain, who say
that evil and pain are identically the same. They teach that passion and animal desires
in man are so deeply rooted in human nature that it is impossible to efface them, and
that all we can do is to wisely direct the higher desires and endeavour to find peace
in the culture of one’s personality. Can this wise direction of the higher desires and
this cultivation of character be effected under the present system of education which
thrusts aside religion and ethics?

Until our boys and girls are taught to realize the great truth, that indulgence in
any desire, not permitted by law, conduces to debase one’s character and brings about
spiritual ruin: until they learn that the desire for gratifying each of the five senses
should be carefully limited and controlled, lest the mind, running promiscuously with
the senses, be spoilt by the mire of sensualism: until it is strongly impressed upon
our boys and girls that an impure mind becomes the ally of evil, and the enemy of
the soul; until they clearly understand what the principles and practices of Eternal
Life are, and how such truths only can free the soul from the beguilements of evil,
they would continue to be creatures of sorrow and mischief to themselves and to the
society to which they belong.

So far as regards the formation of high character.

What is perfection in work? This is absolutely necessary for self-improvement and
social improvement. Every Official Member who has a seat in this Council, by virtue
of his being a head of a department, will bear testimony to the fact that he earned his
position by laboring hard to excel in the work entrusted to him. Whether it is thinking
or speaking or writing, or whether it is supervising, directing or organizing, his one
desire was to do his very best. From this point of view of excelling in work, he has
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known what officers working under him as assistants or clerks are excellent workers
, what officers are indifferent workers, and what officers are bad workers. Perfection
in work is not to be obtained except by taking infinite pains, and endeavouring to
complete and polish up in every detail the work in hand.

Excellence in hand work is a prelude to perfection. In fact the great design of God
which we see prevailing in the constitution of all bodies- mineral, vegetable, animal and
human- we observe that every cell and every aggregate of cells is beautifully made and
well correlated. We have to copy the example of God in regard to the works entrusted
to us in this life. We should not draw any distinction between what are called little
things and great things that come to our hands. In the case of everything, our duty,
is to turn out excellent work, and we shall have our reward, which is steadfastness of

purpose, poise, purity of heart, and prosperity in peace.

These qualifications lead us nearer and nearer to God. We become devoted to
God. We are not satisfied with lip service to God. We feel degraded when the mind
wonders in the act of worshipping God. The habit of giving our whole attention to
perfection of worship begets feeling, all the while, that God exists, mercifully rewards
us for works of loving kindness, and punishes us for our works of hate. Without a
full acknowledgement of God and a constant fear of wrong doing, there can be no
Extrication of the Soul from Evil. The more and more the power of evil is resisted
by us, declines in us, the more clearly shall we see the reality and greatness of God.

I need not say much about the principles ideals of loyality to the King set forth in
the Ordinance of the school and college still make much of this virtue. If the throne
and its surroundings are disturbed, there will be confusion in society which could
grow in great dangers will stare us in the face. I am glad that Parameshvara College
is not a single school or college in Ceylon which objects to loyalty to the King. In the
draft Ordinance relating to Parameshvara College it Is laid down as a stern duty, to
be observed by students, teachers and the Board of Directors.

In matters relating to the administration of this college, I have often consulted
the Director of education. He consented to be appointed in the Trust Deed as one
of its Directors, when I explained to him that, if he were a member of the Board, he
would be of great use to the other Directors, and guide them in the solution of many
an educational and administrative question. But now that his name is mentioned in
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the draft Ordinance, he thinks that neither he nor the Divisional Inspector of the
Schools of the Northern Division should hold office on the Board. I cannot appreciate
this change of attitude towards the college, but, of course, if he persists, I shall have
to strike off his name.

Section 10 of the Ordinance lays down clearly that, in addition to the usual
curriculum of studies, the religious traditions of the Hindus should be carefully
taught to every Hindu boy there. There are some Christian teachers in the college,
and boys belonging to any religion are admissible there. The Hindu religion inculcates
that the souls of boys and girls and men and women, of whatever faith or race, are
all children of one and the same God: that parents as well as teachers are trustees of
God: and God exists in the heart of every human being: and that all the affairs of this
world must be interpreted in terms of the prevailing power and grace of God. When
our thoughts, divorced from the limitations of the body and its surroundings, are
thus established in God, our sages declare that we have passed from the kingdom of
earth to the kingdom of God, from the things of perishable life to imperishable life
or the Life Eternal.

Imove, Sir. The first reading of the Ordinance to incorporate Parameshvara College.
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Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan Efforts to Maintain
Justice and Fair Play with Cruel Attrocities Caused to the
Sinhala People by the British Regime

Ramanathan’s Mission to England - His Return

In my opinion, no man has risen to the ideal of what a representative of the
people should be as Mr. Ramanathan has done.

- - Sir Frederick Downmost

Ramanathan sailed for England by M. M. Paul Licata on 30® October, 1915. Needless
to say, the journey was a perilous one. Bubbles were seen rising up to the surface of the
sea, and the Captain explained it was due to the breaking up of an iceberg. The ship went
in a zig-zag course and the passengers were told that there were rocks underneath. It
was only when steamer reached England that the Captain told the truth. The bubbles
were from a German oil tanker which had been sunk and the zig-zagging was due to
the ship’s being chased by submarines.

Ramanathan reached England after a long and anxious voyage. While at sea he
had not idled - Ramanathan was never known to idle - but had put his time to the
most profitable use. He had prepared his case for presentation at Westminister. When
he landed in England, he had his case ready. He also published a history of the riots
under the title “Riots and Martial Law in Ceylon, 1915” for the benefit of the British
public and its rulers, had a number of personal interviews with Mr. Bonar Law, the
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and other Ministers of State, got into close touch
with leading Members of Parliament and other prominent personalities, and gave the
widest publicity to the foul misdeeds of their agents in the Island.

As a result of his representations, Ceylon hit the headlines in practically all the
newspapers in England. Much popular indignation and resentment was aroused at the
sensational happenings. Questions were asked in Parliament; the Governor and the
Brigadier-General were recalled immediately. Of his work in England, he has given
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“This is an eventful story which cannot be briefly told. But it may be mentioned
that, on arriving in London, I corresponded with the Secretary of State and found him
immersed in office, in Parliamentary and War duties, which taxed him to the utmost
extent. He deputed the Permanent Under-Secretary of State Sir and the Governor-Elect
of Ceylon to meet me. Sir John Anderson gave me a most kindly, patient and long
hearing, with assurances of careful consideration and relief after arriving in Ceylon
and assuming duties as Governor. Then, on the invitation of a Member of Parliament,
who is also a Member of the Privy Council, I met several Members of Parliament in
the House of Commons, and addressed them there and answered all the questions put
to me. I wrote, printed and published a book of over three hundred pages full of facts,
explaining the true state of affairs in Ceylon. I spoke again at another private meeti ng
of Members of Parliament and other influential gentlemen and ladies assembled in the
central buildings, Westminister, under the Chairmanship of Sir T.E Victor Buxton,
Bt. I did not leave England until I had the assurance of my friends and supporters
that they fully understood the local situation, and would take charge of it and leave
nothing undone to get redress.

“My protest in Council and the Colonial Office has borne good fruit. None of the
debt-bonds, compulsorily taken by the Military Commissioners, has been enforced;
the compensation assessed by the Officers of the Government, which I complained
of as excessive and unjust in its incidence, has been reduced by 70 per cent. And this
reduced amount has been distributed amongst a vast number of men, whose burdens
have become proportionately less and comparatively small; a large number of persons
sentenced by Courts-Martial and the ordinary Courts have been released and long
sentences considerably reduced; the very heavy compensation insistently demanded
of Moratuva has also been reduced by 33 per cent; and for these and other reliefs, we
have to thank Mr. Bonar Law and Sir John Anderson chiefly.

“Great as the calamity was that befell us, we should consider it a blessing in
disguise. The ignorant masses know now the consequence of taking the law into
their own hands for avenging their wrongs, real or fancied; and the officers of the
Government who acted in excess of their powers know now their duties better, as
also the relation which they bear to the people as His Majesty the King’s servants,
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charged with the duty of serving the people and guiding them by ways that are not
cruel, contemptuous or oppressive.”

The Sinhalese people loved and honoured him, for he had served them with
selfless gallantry and single-minded in their hour of dire need. Mr. (late Doctor)
C.W.W. Kannangara, speaking of this aspect of Ramanathan’s service to the people
(Sinhalese) said, “When the fair name of the Sinhalese had been traduced, when the
whole Sinhalese race was about to be wiped out of existence by a muddle-headed
Government, it was Ramanathan the Tamil, who raised his mighty voice and fought
on behalf of the Sinhalese. All praise be to him that he discharged his duty by his
countrymen manfully. His name will ever be inscribed in the loving hearts of a
grateful people”

E.W. Perera said of him: “It was Sir Ramanathan who fought manfully and
strenuously for the Sinhalese, who though not of his (the speaker’s) blood, yet feeling
as a child of the country for his mother-land, did all he possibly could as the one
Ceylonese member to vindicate the Sinhalese and help them in their great agony and
in their great travail”

Ramanathan’s return to Ceylon from England on 17th February, 1916, was marked
by uproarious acclamation and nation-wide rejoicing. A leading English paper, “The
Ceylonese”, said in its issue of 21st Feb. 1916:

“The town of Colombo wore a most animated appearance yesterday morning,
when a very large section of the permanent population turned out to witness the
return of the Hon. Mr. P. Ramanathan from England. The Ceylonese Member had
left for England in November last on some important work, the nature of which is
well known enough now. And the gratitude of the people of Ceylon showed itself in a
very marked manner by the memorable reception he received yesterday. The ‘P. & O.
Malwa’ by which he was travelling from England was the centre of much interest ever
since it became known that he had left England, and there was a large local comment
during the few days when that steamer was in the Danger Zone in the Mediterranean.
When it became known a very few days ago that Mr. Ramanathan had survived the
perils of the sea and was on his way home, it became the general consensus of opinion
that he should receive a welcome. A committee of young men met a few days ago and
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discussed all the arrangements in detail. That they had deliberated well was evidenced
yesterday by the grand Tamasha which was witnessed by all Colombo yesterday.

“The ‘Malwa was expected in Colombo at 8 O'clock yesterday morning. But almost
as soon as daylight came on, the people started coming into the Fort in the hope of
seeing Mr. Ramanathan.

As hour by hour passed and the steamer was not sighted, the crowd increased and
the Fort was the centre of much animation. The committee were all dressed in white
and wore rosettes. The carriage which was to bear Mr. Ramanathan to his residence
from the jetty was brought to the Fort quite early. It was decorated all over with lovely
flowers-eucharis, lilies, roses and other choice flowers being used in the decorative
scheme. The carriage was really transformed from an ordinary landau into a type of
what was so lately seen in miniature in the grounds of Queens’s House. When the news
got out a little before noon that the vessel was being sighted, the excitement increased.
The people commenced flocking towards the jetty to get a sight of the steamer, but
here the police inrterfered; no one was allowed on the jetty without a pass from the
Principal Collector of Customs and this is an unobtainable thing as far as the general
public are concerned. Therefore, the landing jetty was the quietest part of the whole
Fort yesterday. We need say little with regard to the pig-headedness on the part of the
Police. There could have been no harm whatever in allowing the public on the jetty
yesterday. Shortly after the steamer had moved into the harbor and when the doctor
had granted the pratique, the following members of the committee went on board:
- Messrs. A.E. Goonesinghe, A.W.P. Jayetilleke, R.E.W. Perera and PN. Jayenetti. All
this time the crowd was getting larger and larger. Nearly an hour elapsed before the
people were enabled to have a look at their idol. When the Ceylonese Member made
his appearance from the landing jetty, there was an uproarious outburst of cheering
that could have been heard many hundreds of yards away and it must have been
gratifying to Mr. Ramanathan that his appearance was the cause of such an outburst
of applause. It ought to have been mentioned that a large number of placards bearing
such slogans as ‘Long Live the Ceylonese Member, ‘Honour to whom honour is due;
‘Young Lanka welcomes the Grand Old Man of Ceylon’ ect., were very prominent
throughout the Fort - some on rickshaws, some on carriages and some were even

carried by some young men. Mr. Ramanathan was then conducted to Sukhastan, his
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residence, and the procession was formed up. First came the long line of school boys
bearing flags. They were followed by native musicians and native dancers. Behind the
native dancers, came Mr. Ramanathan’s carriage, in which the Ceylonese Member
rode in stately solitude. Before the procession started, the horse was taken out from
between the shafts and the carriage was drawn all the way by thirty members oft the
Comnmittee. The task was performed with great pride and willingness. The procession
was nearly a quarter of a mile long and excited great attention on the road along
which it followed. The whole Fort turned round to see the procession, and traffic was
completely disorganised for over twenty minutes. Needless to say, the Police were very
much in evidence. It seemed as if the whole Police force had turned out to take care
of those who were forming the procession. There was certainly an abnormal number
of Police Officers and men in the procession. Admirable order was kept. The route
taken was along Norris Road past the Technical College and Railway Stores, along
the Tram road to the Maradana Junction and then through Symond’s Road, Dean’s
Road and Ward Place to Sukhastan.

It was nearly 4.30 p.m. when the procession arrived at Sukhastan. Filled with
enthusiasm, the monster crowd too entered the compound, eager to demonstrate
their joy at seeing the Ceylonese Member. The whole premises were full and loud
cheering was heard all around. At home the usual blessing ceremony according to
oriental fashion was held as soon as Mr. Ramanathan alighted from the landau. The
native dancers from Ratnapura, Kandy, etc., who had specially been brought down
to Colombo entertained the crowds. Mr. Ramanathan, coming to the compound a
little while afterwards, briefly addressed the multitude. The gathering round the Hon.
Member was so great that the pressmen present found it almost impossible to approach
the speaker or take down a verbatim report of his speech. To put in a nutshell, Mr.
Ramanathan said that it was an inspiration to those who tried to do their duty by their
country to see themselves honouured in the way he (the speaker) had been honoured.
It was not a time for him to speak of the work he had done in England. Their first
sentiment should be loyalty to the British Throne (applause) and then they could all
do their duty to the best of their powers.

“A member of the Ramanathan reception committee interpreted the speech into
Sinhalese and the people demonstrated their appreciation of it by listening in silence.
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The speech over, those present in the compound enjoyed themselves by listening to the
native music and witnessing the oriental dancers from the Up-county. In a few words,
the whole scene at Sukhastan yesterday afternoon was a scene of great animation.
There was a garden party too at which a very large and fashionable gathering was
present. Refreshments were served in abundance and a very enjoyable and convivial
time was spent by all.

“At 7 p.m. there was a brilliant display of fire-works at the Sukhastan premises
and this was the last item of yesterday’s gay doings to honour the Ceylonese Member
on his return to the Island. The scenes yesterday at the jetty, along the streets and at
Sukhastan from the time the procession started created many impressions which
would be long remembered by those who witnessed them”

The following account was given by Mr. A.E. Goonesinghe, many years after:

“Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan, who had collected a lot of material on the sordid
activities of the Englishmen in the name of Martial Law, repaired to England, braving
the seas at the time the first World War was on. We also demanded the appointment
of a Royal Commission to inquire into the brutal activities of the English in Ceylon.

“The Young Lanka League had arranged to give him a reception, when the ship
he was travelling in arrived in the harbor. All the leaders were against our according
him this reception. T had arranged for Kandyan dancers, bands, etc., to conduct him
in procession from the jetty to his residence.

On the day he arrived, some prominent Ceylonese politicians boarded the ship
and I was told that they were going to advise Sir Ponnanbalam not to participate in
the procession arranged in his honour. Hearing this, I arranged for a number of young
men to go on board the ship and speak to him and tell him what they had done.

“Amoung us was Lionel Kotelawala — now Sir John Kotelawala - quite an insignificant
young man at that time. About six of us went on board the ship to meet Sir Ponnanbalam.
We had printed hand-bills giving details of the route, etc., but the mischief had already
been done, because the leladers were ahead of us.

“When Sir Ponnambalam came out of the cabin, I went to him and presented the
hand-bill. He at once said, “This is impossible; you must understand that the country
is under Martial Law, and if anybody should throw a stone at the procession, there is
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“This is what the leaders had told Sir Ponnambalam and he was adamant. I did
not accept his refusal as final. We left the ship before anybody else and going into the
jetty where several hundreds of people had assembled, I made a passage through the
crowd from the jetty to the road where a decorated car was ready to be drawn by the
members of the Young Lanka League. I ordered that nobody should be allowed to
enter this passage other than Sir Ponnambalam.

“No sooner had Sir Ponnambalam arrived at the jetty than I garlanded him and
took him through this passage which I had asked the future Minister of Transport,
Sir John Kotelawala, to be in charge of.

“I then led Sir Ponnambalam to the landau. He hesitated, but when the music
started, the bands began to play and the Kandyan dancers started to perform, Sir
Ponnambalam was impressed and he quietly went in and sat down.

“The passage for the leaders was blocked. I had arranged this. It was some time
before they emerged from the jetty. The procession started.

“Thousands of people followed it. I sat on the dicky, and twenty-four young men
drew the carriage to Sukhastan, Ward Place, the residence of Sir Ponnambalam.

“A beautiful painting of this procession was later presented to Sir Ponnambalam
by a lady, who had travelled on the ship.

“The history of Martial Law in Ceylon cannot be concluded without mentioning
the part played by that great man Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan, who stood like a
colossus alone in the Legislative Council and vindicated the honour and dignity of
the Sinhalese nation. I was present in the gallery on that day in September 1915, when
Sir Ponnambalam spoke for several hours. With tears in his eyes, he described the
brutalities committed by Englishmen with impunity under the name of British justice.
He said it was not justice but downright murder by the ruling race and it was an act
of misgovernment for the ruling race to ignore all these atricities.

“Up jumped Sir Reginald Stubbs, the then Colonial Secretary, and said that Sir
Ponnambalam was accusing the government of misgovernment and wanted the

word withdrawn. Sir Ponnambalam refused and enumerated one by one the acts of
misgovernment.
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“No Sinhalese who had heard Sir Ponnambalam in defence of the Sinhalese people
in the Legislative Council that day will ever raise his hand, or say anything against the
Tamil race. The actions of the Sinhalese in 1958 against the Tamils make me ashamed
as a Sinhalese, and I decried them then and ever after. This hatred and contempt

engendered by designing politicians against our own brothers the Tamils must cease.”

Uproarious receiption accorded to Ramanathan on his return from his

successful mission in England in 1915.

Source: Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan (1971) by Mr.M.Vaithilingam, former Principal
Chavakachcheri Hindu Collage, Jaffna.

Note : Theabovearticle is reproduced to enlighten the minds of the people of Sri Lanka,
how graceful and grateful of the great leader Sir. Ponnambalam Ramanathan acted
at the National crises without racial and religious prejudices.

A lesson for the present and future generations of Sri Lanka.

by T.Perinbanayagam
President
Old Boys Association of Parameshwara College

Jaffna
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Sir.P.Ramanathan - The Colossus

Extracts from Sir Pon Ramanathan’s speech in Legislative Council while
presenting Parameshvara College Ordinance

Submitted by Sir Pon Ramanathan on 18-June-1925 at Legislative Council-

The college was founded in 1921, The kind of education that is being given to their
boys and girls in the English schools established by the Government, or conducted
by private association with the help of Government grants, is not at all satisfactory.
They want something more than a knowledge of the perishable things of life, too
much of which is pressed on the attention of students as if there was nothing else
worth considering and attaining. The results of this one-sided system of education
are painfully manifest in all parts of the British empire and elsewhere. The meaning
of pleasing or enjoying is to gratify every desire or passion that creeps into the mind.
They do not know the radical difference between virtue and vice, or right wrong nor
for the reason of the existence of the grand spiritual forces called religion and morality.
Something must be done at once to enable youngsters to learn and live the right life.
“Right thought, right speech, and right action still exist among a limited number of
men and women. | have thought for many years that it was my duty to help Hindu
parents in this country and India to attain heart’s wish.

Thus, Parameshvara College means the house of learning of the highest. Any
student who is admitted there will be given facilities to know something more of life
than the perishable side of it. He would know that the spirit within the mortal body,
and God within and beyond us, are the only imperishable things which we should
labor hard to attain, we have first to discover the individual sprit which is in the body,
and then come to know God who is in the Spirit. Unless boys and girls are taught these
truths early in life, and helped to prefer the principles and practices which related to
the discovery of the spirit in the body, and God in the spirit, they would be engulfed
in the vortices of selfishness and sensual desires.

“The chief aim of Parameshvara College is to save our boys in this way and make
good citizens of them. By reminding them of our spiritual traditions, we hope to
make them real assets to us. This is Eternal life-knowledge of god of god and the spirit
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that is in the body. It is the principles of such knowledge that should be imparted in
everyday school and college.

More important side of Education is the training of the boys and girls to lofty
ideals of character, perfection in work, heartfelt devotion to God, and loyalty. If the
instruments of knowledge and action, given to the soul by god, be not carefully trained
and strengthened in early life to prefer always the needs of the soul to the carvings of
the body, they will not be able to resist the promptings of evil to do the very things
they should not do in the interests of the soul. If these instruments fail to protect the
little heaven of love and light that is in every man, and to develop them successfully,
first into neighbourly love, and then into philanthropic love, and then to Godly love,
they are said to be possessed of “bad character”. Our instruments of knowledge, the
chief of which are the five senses, the mind, attention, recollection of sound doctrine
from the path of duty laid down for us by sanctified sages, we are said to be possessed
of “high or lofty character”.

It will thus be seen that the formation of good character requires sense control,
mind control, abundant study and thoughtful action. Is god’s design as to the uplifting
of fallen people ever unfolded to them, at home or at school, in the early part of their
lives, when alone ethical and religious lessons can take root, flourish, and fructify.
Can this wise direction of the higher desires and this cultivation of character be af-
fected under the present system of education which thrusts aside religion and ethics?
‘When our thoughts, divorced from the limitations of the body and its surroundings,
are thus established in God, our sages declare that we have passed from kingdom of
earth to the kingdom of God, from the things of perishable life to imperishable life
or the life External.

Sri Lanka is at the cross roads in every sense. Lot of sane, introspection is the need
of the hour to cross over the impasse of negligence in every sense. Sir PRamanathan
in 1921 thought and created establishment to prevent degradation of values, morals
and wisdom, a food for thought very apt for the present moment for a new future is
presented by him.

(Highlighted and Compiled By Dr. Krishnanandasivam)
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Sir Arunachalam Mahadeva, KCMG
First Principal of Parameshvara College

Mahadeva was born on 5 October 1885 in Matara in southern Ceylon. He was the
son of P. Arunachalam, a leading civil servant and brother of Sir Pon. Ramanathan.
He was educated at Royal College, Colombo where he won many prizes including the
Turnour Prize. After school, he joined Christ's College, Cambridge, and graduated
with honours degree in Mathematics.

Mahadeva was called to the bar at Lincoln's Inn and on returning to Ceylon,
he qualified as a barrister-at-law. He joined the Attorney General's Department as
a crown counsel. He also practised law as an advocate at the unofficial bar. He later
served as principal of Parameshwara College, Jaffna, a boy's school founded by his
paternal uncle P. Ramanathan.

He was a member of the Public Service Commission from 1950 to 1957. Mahadeva
devoted his retirement to cultural and religious affairs. He was a senior trustee of the
Sri Ponnambala Vaneswara Temple at Sea Street in Kochchikade, built by his paternal
grandfather A. Ponnambalam and rebuilt by his uncle P. Ramanathan. He was the
chief trustee of the Sri Arunachaleswarar Temple at Mutwal, built by his parents. He
was patron of the Colombo Vivekananda Society, the Jaffna Saiva Paripalana Sabai

and the Colombo North Hindu Paripalana Sabai. Mahadeva died on the 8™ June 1969.
Note: The information shown above has been taken from Wikipedia.
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Principal Mr. Sivapathasundram

Late Mr. Sivapathasundram was born on 1* May 1916 at Alaveddy in the Jaffna
Peninsula. He started life in an agricultural home. He had his early education at
Arunodaya College, Alaveddy till he was 9 years old. His elder brother took him
to Malaysia where he continued his Primary Education at Maxwell English School
in Malaysia. He was able to secure his Honours there and admitted to “VICTORIA
INSTITUTE", which is equivalent to “Royal College of London” From that school
he passed the University of Cambridge Local Examination in Malaysia with Honours
in all the individual subjects. As he was not a citizen of Malaysia he could not get
University admission in Malaysia. He came back to Sri Lanka in 1932 and entered
the University College, Colombo where he graduated with Honours in English. He
was a favourite student of Prof. Ludowyke for criticism in English Literature. He
won a five years Scholarship to Cambridge University, London and was awarded
M. A. English (Tripos) in 1939. He also studied International Law and sat for the
Ceylon Civil Service Examination.

Due to the commencement of World War II, he was forced to return to Sri Lanka
without completing his Scholarship and getting further qualifications. In 1942, he
joined the staff at Parameshvara College. At Parameshvara College ( he was handpicked
by Late S. S. Natesapillai, who incidentally was the son in law of Sir P. Ramanathan,
the FOUNDER of J/Parameshvara College), he devoted much of his time and energy
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to fulfil Sir Pon Ramanathan’s vision of bringing up a student population with a re-
ligious and cultural background. He encouraged food production as his agricultural
upbringing made him very enthusiastic. He cultivated “KAMBU” and with harvested
grains, vegetable “KAN]I” or porridge was prepared and served as mid-day meals.

He left Parameshvara College and joined the staff of Skanthavarothaya College,
Chunnakam. He left teaching and accepted the post of School Inspector. He had a
fancy for jingling double bullock cart . He used it for official travelling in those days.
Routine duties did not please him. His scholastic attainment did not allow him to
enjoy new duties. He re-joined Parameshvara College as Vice Principal in 1945 as
he had an urge to fulfil Sir Pon Ramanathan’s ideals, who was his role model. Free
Education was implemented in 1945. New students were admitted , new classes were
started and new teachers were recruited. He admitted students of depressed class
whose admission was rejected in other Hindu Schools. While all other schools had
admission tests to admit children, to their schools, he did not want to deprive the
children from Education. That year he started shramadana work in school and the
second playground was started. Trees were cut, lime stone rocks were removed and
ground was levelled. In May 1946, he organized another Shramadana in preparation
for the Silver Jubilee of the founding of Parameshvara College in August 1946. In
that year Parameshvara College first eleven soccer team became champions in the
tournament organized by Jaffna Schools Sports Association (JSSA) by defeating Jaffna
Hindu College, who were the Champions for the previous TEN years. He promoted
sports because he believed that  healthy mind in healthy body”.

He organized Hindu festivals like “Gurupoosai” of Hindu Saints, Sivarathiri,
Navarathiri etc. Students attended prayers in Parameswaran Sivan Temple built in
the premises of the College every morning before normal classes were started. He
arranged religious lectures for the students to guide them in their Spiritual path to
make them better Citizens. He guided students in their studies. As by knowing the
home condition of the students, he guided them to middle level jobs and higher

education. He was a good Guru and disciplinarian.

He was fully devoted to Parameshvara College. Frontage of College was white washed

by Shramadana work. He was a good administrator and believed in “administration
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is an art and science of achieving the objectives in the most efficient way possible” He
identified talents in students and teachers and encouraged the development of those
talents. He developed self-realization, initiative and leadership of students. He groomed
students to become good citizens. He told an interview at the Ministry of Education,
that his main duty was to make good men out of his students. He believed in the
sayings “Do not fear when you are on the right path” and “do not lend or borrow” .
He helped deserving people.

He encouraged talents of musicians by organizing “ISAI VILLA” during
Navarathriri Festival, staged drama with students and teachers. Organized bicycle
tours to Anuradhapura and Kathirgamamam.

He was a very strict disciplinarian and stuck to principles. This can be mention
as an example, When the Sri Lankan Education Ministry celebrated its Centenary,
“SIYAVASA”, the Minister of Education at that time, Hon. L.M.R A Iriayagolla, wanted
ALL schools in the Island to sell sweep tickets to the students and teachers. But our
Principal Late Mr. Sivapathasundram refused to sell these tickets and returned all the
tickets to Director of Education, Northern Province, who was alarmed and pleaded
with him to re-think his decision as he thought the Education Authorities might
take some disciplinary action against those who couldn't carry out Hon. Minister’s
instructions. But our Principal stuck to his principle of not allowing the students to
gamble and everything went very well and no disciplinary action was taken against him.

It should also be mentioned that he took a very BOLD step in admitting students
who were under privileged and who were in the vicinity of Parameshvara College
despite strong opposition from other parents. His argument was that if they can be
taught discipline, the very high crime rate found in that locality can be fully eradicated.
That was a very commendable step.

When he was promoted to the Supra Grade Principal in 1968, he was transferred
to Videeswara Vidyalayam where he was the Principal until he retired in the year 1972,

He was also devoted very much to Sivayoga Swamigal of Kolumbuthurai from
whom he got the Blessings for carrying out the duties as the Principal without fear
or favour. After his retirement he was appointed as an advisor to the Jaffna Public
Library. At the Jaffna Public Library he pioneered some revolutionary changes.

ﬁd@(%:)ae—:
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Later on he was appointed to the SENATE of the University of Jaffna, the position

he served for 12 consecutive years with due respect for the position. The University
of Jaffna conferred ‘ HONORARY DOCTORATE?” title to him posthumously in 2005.

He was deeply attracted by the policies of Sir P. Ramanathan. Later on, his aim
was to fulfil the dreams of Sir Pon Ramanathan ,by working hard , without paying
much attention to what others said in establishing the Jaffna University..

He passed away peacefully, after a brief illness , on 15th September 2002 .

Compiled from articles written by Old students and Staff members of

Parameshvara College after his demise.
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Tributes from Colleague and Peers

M:. Gnanaprakasam was a clean being, pure and bright, like the glowing embers
of the sacrificial fire. In founding Parameshvara College, Sir. P. Ramanathan thought
that he was doing something new and in dire need. The aim was to enable students of
Parameshvara College in all possible ways to know and to realise in their lives the best
that has been thought, felt and said in Sanskrit, Tamil and English. Gnanaprakasam
was student, teacher and principal for many years. If anyone came anywhere near
realization of the Ramanathan ideal, it was Gnanaprakasam. It goes without saying
that he was at all times a very good friend and colleague. It is my good fortune to
have known him.

S.Sivapathasundram

Former Principal of Parameshvara College
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While speaking about Mr. Gnanaprakasam it has to be mentioned that his knowledge
of humanities and modern science was simply encyclopaedic . His twofold qualifications
bear out this fact. His knowledge of Hinduism and Vedanta was so vast and deep that
it is well-nigh impossible to find his equals in this respect. He was also a peer among
the modern educationists of this country having contributed in his own way to the
creation of the Jaffna University and the Ramanathan School of Aesthetic Studies.
His philosophy of life could be summed up from what is in Sanskrit Stanza ‘All the

world is one family’

M. E. H. Jayasuriya

Emeritus Professor of Sanskrit
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T.S. Sellathurai Master (1948 -1967)
Written By an Old Student of Parameshvara College

T.S.Sellathurai Master was affectionately referred as “Sellathurai AMMAN” by his
students for his kindness and care for them. The students have never seen him punishing
or caning- which was very common in those days. He did not believe in the saying
"SPARE THE ROD AND SPOIL THE CHILD” He had his own way of advising them
to correct their wrong doing. His aim was always in the progress of his students. He
held special classes on Saturdays- free of charge- to help them and coach them. He
took extra care for the students (Boys) who were under privileged boys and helped
them to bring out their talents. He was taking classes at his home for all his friends,
neighbours and his relation children of is relatives who needed help, absolutely free
of charge. Even he served them with Tea ect. At the normal Tea time, who were at the
class. There were few boys who achieved very high qualifications and held important
positions because of him. His method of teaching Mathematics, English are still
remembered by his old students of Parameshvara College.
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Mr. Eliyappa Ketheeswaranathan
School Master at Parameshvara College

He was the eldest sibling in a family of seven. He was born in Mannar hospital on 13th
March 1913. Mr Keetheeswaranathan was attending teacher’s training in Maharagama
teacher’ training College. He had to abruptly give up his training due the demise of his
wife in a car accident in April 1949. With the demise of his wife, he gave up wearing
western clothes and started wearing National Dress. He continued to wear National
Dress till his death on 17 January 1975.

Mr. Ketheeswaranathan was father and mother to all of us. He continued to teach
at Parameshwara College till his retirement.

[ have heard that he was responsible for bringing the very FIRST Tamil Typewriter
into Sri Lanka and he was the agent for that Company. In fact, he only introduced the
ink “MILTON” which was used to make corrections on the typed documents while
typing. Subsequently TIPEX was introduced.

From what he shared with me was his affection to Sir P. Ramanathan. He had
been heavily involved with the funeral arrangements of Sir P, for two or three days.
He told me that Sir P was very particular that anyone who spoke to him, speak in one
language, either in Tamil or English - so much so that Sir P chided a carpenter who
referred to a round table as round table aiya till he eventually said “aiya antha vatta
messai” and Sir P sighed at the end and said, “oh you meant the round table”
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He was also instrumental in putting up huge “PANDALS” duding the Silver Jubilee
celebrations of Parameshavara College in 1946 and also during the Thamil Vilazhz
held in 1951. I remember going on a cycle trip to Thiruketheeswaram and to Trin-
comalee with Kanagasabai master and about 25 students. In Trinco David, who used
to be a prefect at school hosted us for breakfast at ABCD hotel. I think ABCD stood
for American British Chinese Diet. His punishment to students was different from
other Masters. He would hold the NOSE of the student with CLENCHED FINGERS
tightly and shake the head !!!.

He also showed me a land in Vattakachchi, which he said belonged to Sir
PRamanathan. The income from that land was used to cater for the expenses of both
Parameshwara College and Ramanathan College. In my recent travel to that area, I
was trying to locate the said land. As the entire outlook has changed over the years,
I couldn’t locate the land.

He was very much interested in agriculture and every Friday after school he
would go to the coconut plantation in Masar, Pallai or to the paddy field in Kalmadu
in Kilinochchi District. He would return to Jaffna on Sunday afternoon. He used to go
to these places with me in the green Ford Thames van (EL 9551). Subsequently after
retirement he used to go to Masar in his Fordson tractor and bring coconuts mainly
to supply the two schools and few domestic customers.

He had good relationship with some of his students even after they finished school.
The students I remember are :

Mr. Logathas, Mr. Perinpanayagam’s elder brother, who was in the Sri Lankan
Air Force. I remember him as a handsome person. His last visit was just before he
left for UK.

Mr. Maharajah, Mr. Thadi Bala’s elder brother, who worked in Education
Department. When he was in Anuradhapura Education Office, he was able to locate
a paddy field owned by my maternal grandfather for which the deed was available,
and the location of the land was unknown.

Mr Pathmanathan from Kokuvil, who worked with Lipton’s Tea Ltd.

There were few ex-students of Parameshwara who didn’t pursue further studies
and opted to take up to agriculture. The government of that day was more down to
earth and granted lands to educated youth in Kilinochchi. We would go there on our
trips to Kilinochchi, and my father would share his knowledge on matters that he
thought would be of use to then. I realized the hardships they were putting up with
to make a living with lanterns to light up without electricity.

Mahendran Katheeswaranathan
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Principals of Parameshvara College 1921-1974

Sir Arunachalam Mahadeva Mr.S.Natesapillai Mr.S.Sivapathasundram
First Principal 1921-1924 1924-1952 1952-1968

Mr. M. Gnanaprakasam Mr. §. Paranirupasingam
1968-1973 Principal- 1974
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Head Masters of Parameshvara Collge Primary School 1921-1974

Saivapariyar Sivapathasuntharanar Mr. Muthu Sivalingam
First Headmaster - 1921 Headmaster

Teachers of Parameshvara College

Shri Navaneetha Krishna Shri Seetharama Sasthirikal Mr. V. Arumugarajah
Bharathiyar
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Mrs. Arumugarajah Mr. S. Saravanamuttu Mrs. Luckshmy Devi
Saravanamuttu

*
.

L

¥

Pandithar Ramachandran

Mr. T. Sellathurai Mr. R.S. Kumaraswamy Shri Vathiyanatha Iyer
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Mrs. Gnanapoorani Mrs. Vijeyalaxmy Mr. T. Balasubramaniam
Sivaramalingam Rajasekaram

Mr. P. Baskaradevan Mrs. Puwaneswary Mr. Thedchanamoorthy
Ambalavanar

Mrs. T.Thedchanamoorthy Mr, Kanagasabai Mr. E.Ketheeswaranathan
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Mrs. Jegasothy Thavaraja Mr.T.Thavaraja Mr.A.S.Balasupramaniam

| i ] i

Mr.S. Rajanayagam Mr.P.Sivagnanasundram
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Experiences of Parameshvara College Old Boys

We had a cadet team given to Parameshwara college around 1960/61. It consisted
of 25 members. I and Satcthithanandasivam were in it. Mr Tharmalingam was our
cadet master. We went by train to Polgahawela and got a connection to another train
that took us to Diyatalawa army camp. That train was for cadets. In all there were
students from 37 schools with their cadet masters. It was my first train journey to
Diyatalawa.

We were given military training for one week. We were forced to wake up at 5 am
in the very cold mornings. If someone didn’t get up in 5 minutes another military
officer would cane us. We had to do all types of odd jobs they told us to do, including
scavenger job. After breakfast we had some exercise and ran about 2 miles.

The life was difficult but enjoyable as we were all friends.
Mahendran Ketheeswaran

I was in the hostel one day. One of the hostel mates wanted to go and watch a film
in the town. His name was Rajanathan. He went to the boarding master whose name
was J.C.Sivaganasundram and told” I am having a serious stomach problem I want
to go to hospital”. So the warden said okay but he knew he was telling a lie. So this
guy went and watched the film and came with a bottle of serbet. When he came back,
the warden asked about the hospital trip and the medication. He showed the bottle
and the warden took the bottle and said “I will drink this at one go and I won't die”,
and he drank it and gave him a good thrashing

Mr. P. Premkumar, Uk

Parameshwara College was responsible for a festival in Thirukethwaran temple. Every
year a group of students, roughly about 25,under the leadership of a teacher used to
take a cycle trip to the temple. I was in one of the trips under the leadership of Mr
Kanagasabai Master. We were at the temple for a festival and then left for Vavuniya.
From there we went to Trincomale. I think we stayed in a school. We had breakfast
ata hotel called ABCD hotel. (ABCD stands for American British Chinese Diet.) The
breakfast was sponsored by David who was the school prefect. We were riding in the
nights without lights. I cound't recall everything that we did on the trip. We had cycle
tyres punctured, repaired with the solution that we carried. I can’t remember paying
any money for our meals- maybe Kanagasabai master paid off out of his pocket. Very
memorable trip. I don’t think that I can do it again.

Mahendran
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PARAMESHVARA COLLEGE STAFF - 1952

Parameshwara College - Thirunelveli - Jaffna - Srilanka
College Motto - Slflspeoor &gHnh srflw AsHunb sigpeieumi
Teaching staff - April - 1952 From left to right

Seated - Rev. Thero - Miss. Kanthiyapillai - Miss.Mathiyaparanam - Mrs. Balasubramaniam
- Mrs, Arumugarajah - Mrs.Thavarajah - Mrs. Thedchanamoorthi - Miss. P. Ramalingam

(Mrs.P.Ampalavanar) - Miss.Selvamanickam(Mrs.Ponnuthurai)

Standing 1% row Principal Mr.S.Sivapathasundaram - Mr.M.Gnanapiragasam - Mr.S. Kumarasekaram
- Mr. PMuthuswami iyer - Mr.Balasubramaniam - Mr. Arumugarajah - Mr.T.Thavarajah
Mr.Pararajasingam - Mr.S.Sithamparapillai - Mr.T.K Rajasekaram - Mr.Thedchanamoorthi -

Mr.Saravanamuthu

Standing 2™ row Mr.Selvathurai - Mr.Vasanthakulasingam - Mr.C.Sithamparapillai -~ Mr.Rajadurai
- Mr.Keetheeswaran - Mr.Karunakaran - Mr.Supramaniam - Mr.S.Sivagnanasundaram -

Mr.Kanakasingam - Mr.Nadarajah - Mr.Pathmanathan - Mr.Ponniah - Mr.Sivarajah

Standing 3™ row Mr. Kanapathipillai - Mr.Paranirupasingham Mr.Radhakrishnan - Mr.Venthanar
- Mr.Rajanayakam - Mr.Sinnathurai - Mr.R.S. Kumarasamy - Mr.Ampalavanar - Mr. Vaithianatha

iyer - Mr.Balasubramaniam - Mr.Seetharama shasthri - Mr.Kanagasabai

@79-@:833\&
=<2
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Prefects - 1956

Standing Left to right 1. Panchalingam 2. Sripathy 3. Panchalingam 4. Elayathamby
4. Paramalingam 5. Shunmugalingam 6. Sarvanandan 7. Sivapatham

Seated Left to Right 1. Ponnampalam 2. Nadarajah 3. Principal Mr.S.Sivapathasuntharam
4. Umamaheswaran 5. Sivapathasundaram

Prefects - 1958

Standing Left to right 1. Alfred 2. Yogaratnam 3. Kungethapatham 4. Parameswaran
5. Rajeswaran 6. Yogasundram 7, Cumarasamy 8. Jeyaseelan

Seated Left to Right 1. Subramaniam 2. Shunmugalingam 3. Principal Mr.Sivapathasuntharam
4, Sarvanandan 5. Paramaguru

oo
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Prefects - 1959

Standing Left to right 1. Nagalingam 2. Yogaratnam 3. Cumarasamy 4.Rajeswaran
5. Jeyadeva 6. Ratnarajah 7. Kuncithapatham
Seated Left to Right 1. Paramaguru 2. Sarvanandan 3. Principal Mr.S.Sivapathasuntharam
4. Shanmugalingam 5. Yogasundaram

J/Parameshwara College Board of Prefecte - 1967

Seated Left to right :- K.Manoharan, S.Subramaniam, Principal, A.Ananesan

and W.Premkumar

wa—’r:(:g)ra\s\
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Sealed Left to right :- S.Saroja, Principal & A.Rajeswary

Football Team 1949

Manager Mr.Arumugaraja, Captain Mr.Shanmuganathan, Principal Prof.S.Sivapathasundaram,
Vice Captain Mr.Subramaniams, Coach Mr.Subramania Iyer

ﬁza(%p\ﬁ
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Jaffna Inter Schools 1952 Football Champions

Standing Left to right

1.Mahesananthan 2. Selvakumar 3. Shunmugalingam 4. Mahenderan 4. Rajeswaran
5. Shunmugalingam 6. Sampanthan 7. Perampalam 8. Ponnampalamm 9. Shunmugam
Seated Left to Right

1. Mr.R.S.Kumarasamy 2. T. Perinpanayagam 3. Sundralingam 4. Principal Mr. S.
Sivapathundaram 5. S.Sarvanabavan 6. Logathasan 7. Mr.Subramania Iyer, James - ground boy

The College Second Team for Football - 1956
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The College Cricket Team - 1959

Standing from Left 1. Kanagaratnam 2. Mahadeva 3. yogaratnam 4. Mahalingam 5.
Senthinathan 6. Thiaseelan 7. Alfred 8. Nagalingam 9. David

Seated from Left 1. Mr.R.S. Kumarasamy 2. Shunmuganathan 3.Principal
Mr.Sivapathasuntharam 4. Jeyadeva 5. Mr.Wilvarajah

The Winners of the Music and Oratorical Competitions (Girls)
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Primary School Girls Singing at Navarathiri

First Row - Ambikanithi, Pushpalochani, Kosaladevi, Chandradevi, Parvathavarthini
Second Row - Logambigai, Kirija, Puwaneswary, Akila

J/Parameswara College Hostel Union 1967

Seated L.to R.K.Yamunasingam Prefect, W.Premkumar Prefect, K.Ratnasingam Agri. Inspector
J.C.Sivagnanasundaram, Warden, Principal, N.Thavanesan Senior Prefect, S.Jeganathan
Res.Warden, A.Kanagasabai Agri.Advisor, S.Pirapananthan Prefect
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Football Team 1956

Standing 1.Mr.Selvakumaran 2. Mr.Yogeswaran 3. Mr.Shanmugalingam,
4. Mr.T.Perinpanayagam 5. Maheswaran 6. Subramaniam 7. Mahesananthan
Seated 1. Selvarajah 2. Muthulingam 3. Panchalingam 4. Ponnampalam 5. Sivalingam

w—’{gﬁﬁ‘&u
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3)

Ceremonial Inauguration of the Jaffna Campus of the
University of Sri Lanka on 6th October 1974

The SIXTH Campus of the University of Sri Lanka was made by the declaration
on 15" July by Dr. Al Haj Badiudeen Mohamed, Minister of Education and the
Pro Chancellor of the University of Sri Lanka, within the Parameshwara College
Premises, Jaffna as the nucleus.

Dr. K. Kailasapathy, Head of Tamil and Hindu Studies was appointed as the FIRST
President of the Jaffna Campus.

The Pro Chancellor Dr. Al Haj Badiudeen Mohamed, the Minister of Education
extended an invitation to the then Prime Minister of the Republic of Sri Lanka
Mrs. Srimavo Ratwatte Dias Bandaranayake to ceremonially declare open the
University of Jaffna in the premises of Parameshwara College, Thirunelvely, Jaffna
in October 1974 and to give a suitable date. Hon. Prime Minister was very much
keen to visit Jaffna and to meet the Jaffna Farmers.

Hon. Prime Minister summoned the Security Council members through the
Secretary, Defence for an urgent meeting consisting of the Chiefs of Army, Navy,
Air force, the Police, CID officers and the Intelligent officers and declared that
she intended to visiting Northern Province as it was scheduled to open the Jaffna
University on behalf of the University Grants Commission by her during the
first week of October 1974. She requested Security Council members to make
all security arrangements and her travel arrangements and to convey all details
within 10 days' time. The Security Council members obtained all reports from the
relevant officers, met the Hon. Prime Minister at the Security Council meeting
along with the Secretary Defence and after a lengthy discussion conveyed to her
that LTTE militants were very active in Jaffna and to put off her visit by a few
months. The Hon. Prime Minister was disappointed and she was very particular

in opening a college called Parameshwara College the in the Northern Province

A
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mainly for the education of Hindu boys and the invitation was from the University
Grants Commission and from the late mayor Alfred Duraiappah. Through the
dissussions she had with the members of the Security Council to Senior Supdt of
Police and Director, Prime Ministers Security Division, late Mr. Rajasuriya, a Senior
Officer, we knew that the Hon. Prime Minister was unhappy and disappointed.
She was very particular in visiting Jaffna. Her Prime Minister Security Division
Director, late Mr. Rajasuriya (SSP) sought permission from the Hon. PM to
send a reliable, independent officer secretly to Jaffna to obtain an independent
report and he had recommended the name of Mr. T. Perinpanayagam, Inspector
of Police, and an old boy of Parameshwara College to visit Jaffna and to submit
a report within 10 days. Hon. PM approved the visit of Mr. T. Perinpanayagam.
On 23.09.1974 he was summoned by late Mr. Rajasuriya (SSP) to the Hon. PM's
office, a briefing was given revisit, the programme of late Hon. PM was handed
over to him and was told to visit Jaffna and to collect realistic information and
submit and independent report within 10 days.

The programme was:

05.10.1974 06.10.1974

1. Arrive at Palaly Airport 1. Meeting with Farmers

2. Visit Naga Vihara Temple 2. Opening of the University
3. Visit Nallur Temple 3. Public Meeting

4. Reception at Town Hall 4. Cultural Show

He left to Jaffna on 23.09.1974 and arrived on 24.09.1974 and remained till
28.09.1974. He disguised himself in different form to gather intelligence - as a
villager, beggar, and a carter during these 5 days. He visited the places according
to the programme. He travelled by bus, train, taxi, carts and bicycles to the said
places, and slept at Bus stands, pavements, Trains and gathered vital information
from the public. He arrived on 29.09.1974 and submitted a written report to Di-
rector/Prime Ministers Security Division late Mr. Rajasuriya, recommending the
visit of Hon. Late PM to Jaffna. There would be train and taxi strike with black
flags all along the road from Palaly to Jaffna and to visit Jaffna by Helicopter and
not to detail armed officers along the route up to Jaffna from Palaly.

S S
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On receipt of the report, Hon. Late PM was very happy. She summoned the
Security Council Officers and conveyed that she had an Independent Report
and that she had confirmed her visit between 05.10.1974 and 07.10.1974 and to
make all security arrangements and handed her programme to the members of
the Security Council.

Late Hon. PM requested Mr. Perinpanayagam to accompany her to Jaffna in the
helicopter. He told her that he would be at Palaly Airport in advance and to check
the security arrangements and she agreed. She also cautioned him that she was
visiting Jaffna against the advice of the Security Council members and purely
trusting on the report submitted by him.

He gave the following details regarding programme and public participation:
05.10.1974

1. Arrive at the Palaly Airport - There would be about 5,000 - 6,000 people to
receive her

2. Visit Naga Vihara, Jaffna - Private visit - Only Officials

3. Visit Nallur Temple - Private visit - Only Officials

4. Reception at Town Hall - Hosted by late Mayor of Jaffna
Mr. Alfred Duraiappa, Special Invitees and Council members

06.10.1974

1. Meeting with Farmers in Thirunelvely Area - 5,000 to 6,000 people

2. Opening of the University - 2.25 p.m. - 6,000 to 7,000 public, Students,
Lecturers & Invitees

3. Public Meeting - Duraiappah Stadium - 10,000 to 12,000 Public and Special
Invitees. Public Meeting organized by His Worship the Mayor

4. Cultural Show- Same Venue
Mr. T. Perinpanayagam accompanied the late Hon. PM during her visits from
the Palaly Airport to Naga Vihara, Nallur Temple and to the Town Hall and on

06.10.1974 to meet the Farmers, and for the opening of the University, Public
meeting at Duraiappah Stadium and finally to the Cultural show.

S S
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1. Photograph - Visting Nallur Temple
2. Photograph at the Opening of the University

Conclusion:

9) Jaffna University was ceremoniously inaugurated by late Hon. Prime Minister
on 06.10.1974 at 2.25 p.m. in the presence of large gathering. The visit was
very successful as she was determined to open the University. She thanked
Mr. T. Perinpanayagam for the honest, genuine and truthful report. His
report outweighed the Report of the Security Council. He being an Old boy of
Parameshwara College and who was educated for nearly 10 years in the College,
where he excelled in Sports activities and served as a Head Prefect of the College
was happy the dream of late Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan was full filled. Finally
a university was opened in Northern Province for the Hindu Students for which

Mr.T.Perinpanayagam Contributed and had played a very important role.

T.Perinpanayagam
President - Parameshvara College

Old Boy's Association, Colombo

ﬁ“ﬁ%ﬁkea
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Hon Prime Minister's Visit to Jaffna for the Ceremonial Opening of the
Jaffna University 05-10-1974 and 06-10-1974

Hon Prime Minister arriving at the University accompanied by the Vice Ohancellor
and Security Officer Inspector T.Perinpanayagam at 2.25p m
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4
Hon PM. Addresing the Invitees Staff and Students after declaring the
Opening of the University Campus at 2.25pm

Returning after a special Pooja Escorted by Inspector
T.Perinpanayagam (Behind the Hon.P.M)

o
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Opening Ceremony of the Parameshvara
Vidyalayam Held on 19-11-2012

Invitees and VIP arriving
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Principal gardlanding the Chief Guest Mr.Ilangovan

Ty,

Unveiling of the Vidyalayam Banner by the Chief Guest
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Parameshwara Vidyalayam Banner Unveiled

Crest of the Vidyalayam
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Invitees moving towards the Vidyalayam
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O.B.A. Colombo President Lighting the Lamp
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Principal Mr.Vijeyasundaram Lighting the Lamp
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Vice Chancellor of the University Pro[.Shanmugalingam
Addressing the Invitees and School Staff
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Dr.Aruthirumurugan Addressing the Guest
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Principal Wijayasundaram Addressing
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OBA President Mr.T.Perinnbanayagam being Honored by an O.B.A. Member
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A Student Addressing the Invitees
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OBA Colombo President Donating Two T.V Sets to the Vidyalayam
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Students Were Given Gifts by the OBA and they are enjoying
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Rememberance Day Celeberations 13-08-2010

Placing a Thilakam at the Statue of Sir Pon Ramanathan
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Mr. T.Perinpanayagam Garlanding the Chief Events on Minister of Education

Mr.S.B.Disanayake

Digitized by Noolti&i Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



A Photograph the Life Size 61"x41" of V.C. of the University
Sir Pon Ramanathan was Presented to the Lighting the Oil Lamp

Vice Chancellor to be Kept in the Hall

Secretary Ministry of Education K.Namanathan O.B.A President, JafIna is
Mr.Ilangovan is lighting the Oil Lamp lighting the Oil Lamp
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OBA President Mr.T.Perinpanayagam is delivery the
Welcoming Address to the VIP Guests

Hon Minister S.B.Dissanayake is with the Minister Mr.Douglas Devanantha

and a Member of Parliment Mr.Azwar (Interpretator)
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V.C. Mr. Shanmugalingam is Addressing the Audience
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Hon Minister of Education Mr.8.B.Dissanayake Addressing the Auddience

VIP at the Head Table
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The Invitees for the Function

e

i

244
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Guweodle uL_misen

OBA Meetings Held in Colombo
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Members attending a meeting

Prof. S.R.Sittampalam, President Board of Directors of Parameshwara College
addressing a Monthly meeting of OBA at Presidents Residence
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OBA President Garlanding the Photograph of Sir Pon Ramanathan at Ramanathan Temple,
Kotahena on the Founders Day
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