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“TIGERS™ ACCUSE RAW AND CIA

From Mohan Rom - NEW DELHI

The Libergtion Tigers of Tamil EelomdlITE! has
charged Indio with splitting Sri Lanka's militant movement 1o
intervene militarily for securing ils diplomalic ends.

It has also alleged a nexus between some high offl-
cers of Indias Ressarch and Analysiz Wing (RAW) and the
Americaon Central Infelligence Agency{TIA).

“India and Eelam Tomil crisis” o docurnent of the
polificol commites of the LTTE i3 primarily an appeal to the
lamid people. It mokes starfling disclosures about India's
rale in orming ond training the Tomd groups and its cbjeclives
in Sri Lonka.

nc the r tion

| Indira Gandhl enlrusted the task of Innparting milil-
tary lroining of India - based Tamil milllant groups (aftar he
unruly 1983 rociol holocoust in the island) 1o the RAW.

[ Some of the RAW officers acled independent af the
Indion Sovernmenl and widened the gop between various
militant groups ond prevented the formation of o disci-
plined national liberafion mevement of the Tamils. The mili-
tont groups were rendered tolally dependent on India and
reduced ho a slave ammy of the Indian Government,

i An inconsequential group of six exiles the Tomil Eelam
Liberclion Crganlsalion(TELO) and kier e Eelam Paople's
Revolutoneary LUberation FronbEPRLF) and the Ealam
Revolulienary Organisation of Students{EROS) ware deliber-
ately bullt up through the training programme s o coun-
lerwaight to the LTTE wich was the only disciplined group
aiclive In the tamil areas in S Lanka.
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L] The LTTE was womied aboul the agrowing millkary
sirength of thase misguided groups' ond the possibility of
baing destroyed by them. Hance when dpproachad by
India, the LTTE ogreed 1o the affer ol "imited milifary fraining’
by RAW).

| Unlike the olher group, the LTTE got only imitad help,
but setup military camps on Ik own infiative (obviowsty on
Incian soil} and enhanced B military strength. Withoul
depending on Indla, the LTTE got subslantial arms from its
own ources, thus rising 1o become a fomidoble force 1o
face the challenge of the RAW.

[ When the TELO lounched offacks on its codre the
LTTE retalioted ond decimated the group. The RAW was dis-
apainfed about this and the conllict between the RAW and
LTTE became acule.

The document says the RAW constituted an impor-
tanl port of the Indion Govemment and reflected its foredgn
poficy. It funclioned directly under the Prime Minister and
was an electlve omm of the Indian Government. Therefore,
wa have fo inferpret the acfions of the RAW o= that of the
Indlain political leadership'.

It srys sorme high RAW officials ccted independent-
ly of the Indion Govemment and g few even ployead into the
hond of the CLA,

Unnikrishnan, o RAW offickd now In priscon  and
charged with acting as an agenl of e ClA was respons-
be for co-ordinaling aclivifies of verious Tamil groups. Bul
this official was possing on vifal Informallon 1o S Larka
(such qs the type of training and orms given 1o varous
groups, thair relive sirength and thelr strotegic plans),
Based on this information, 5 Lonkg planned ils attacks
against the LTTE.
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The conclusions drawn by the LTTE are as
significant as the revelalions.

L Though it wonted to strengthen s ossoclation with
India and be its rayaity Indic reqandad the LTTE andinational
ond had decided to eliminate it

L Incia opposed avan the minimum demands of he
Tamils and did not wand 56 Lonka's athnic conflici ans-
famead into o nalionol libaration sruggle ond thersion pro-
moted other miltant groups against the LTTE,

| After 3l Lanka clamped an econemic blockad on
the Tamil areas and steppad up military cperations, Indka
dragged its leaf on LTTE's requeast for ams and ammunifion,
saying it was being considared.

Unnikrishnan informed Sr Lanka that about the LTTE
wos [aclng on ammunition shortoge ond this helpad Sn
Lankan strategy for an onslought on Jating. Indig supplied
arms and ammunition to 'misguided’ groups which were
idling in Tamil Nodu,

] Meanwhile, India also hreatened 5 Lanka it would
SUpply modesn weopons, Including anti-aircraft guns, ko the
LTTE to defeat the Govenment foress. This perucded peasi-
dent JR. Joyawardene to enter the July 1987 agreement
with Inclic.

o The cceard did not meel Tamll aspirations bul only
advanced India's commescial political and olher imleresks,

The document ends with o promise to the Tamil peo-
Pla that the LTTE will continue ta fighl far frulh and justice in
which no greal power can ever conquer the people who
are honesl, liim and deeply committed o their cause,

The indian Post - Bombay — THE ISLAND 6 - 4 - 88
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