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Goddess Abhirami's Blessings on Her Devotees
Prof. A. Sanmugadas, Ph.D. (Edinburgh)

Abhirami means 'She who is attractive every
moment of time'. This goddess is believed to be
extremely powerful and fulfills the wishes of all her
devotees. Abirami Bhattar sang 100 stanzas in
praise of Abhirami. Each stanza is a gem of poetryin
itself. The language is lucid and rhythmic. The 69"
stanza lists things that Goddess Abhirami would
bestow on Her devotees:
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Sweet Scented flower haired Abhirami's,

Slanting sight of the beautiful eyes

Will bestow great wealth knowledge

Will give amind that nevértires, and
Godly beauty

Will give all that is considered good,

Will give strength to Her devotees.

What is striking here is the priority of the
boons listed. The first one is wealth. It makes us
think that even the Divinity gives importance to
wealth. Abhirami Bhattar seems to be a realistic
devotee and poet. in this world, as we see, wealth
plays theimportant role in all affairs. The great Tamil
Classical text Tirukkural (25:7) says.

SeflenisE gjenjnsin Gem Gurmaflamise
Bsunies s Wi,

As this world is not for those who are without
wealth, so,
That world is not for those who are without

God blessing.

Thiruvalluvar is extremely realistic. But
Abhirami Bhattar, though realistic in mentioning the
wealth first, has listed knowledge next. The wealth
hasto be handled intelligently. Ifitis handled well, it
will give peace and plenty to this world. Knowledge
will handle the wealth properly.

Abhirami Bhattar says that Goddess
Abhirami's slanting sight gives all such boons. When
we go along the road we see many people and we
just have a casual straight look at them. But we
sometimes would like to have a special look at a
person. At this moment we usually have a slanting
look at him or her. Here Goddess Abhirami has a
special look at her devotees. The slant sight of her
beautiful eyes bestow on Her devotees wealth,
knowledge, untiring mind, Godly beauty, true
friends, allthat are gg?_d and strength.

Unlike Abhirami Bhattar, the Vaishnavite
Alwar Thirumankai Mannan lists wealth as the
second boon that Lord Vishnu would bestow on His
devotees. His hymn begins as "gusmh Gadau
sB&®..." For Thirumankai Alwar the clan
relationship seems to be important and wealth

comesonly at the second place.
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