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Goodnight Story

The Rabbit...

One day Rabbit was taking a
walk through the jungle and ran
into Elephant, who was making a
fine meal of the treetops. "Hello,
brother," said Rabbit. "Fine day,
isn't it?" Elephant paused to look

down at the tiny little creature at his

feet and snorted. "Leave me be,
Rabbit. I don't have the time to
waste on someone so small.”

Rabbit was shocked to be talked

to in such a manner. He wasn't sure
what to do so he left quietly to go
and think about what had
happened. As he walked along, he
spied mighty Whale far out to sea
and decided to ask her what she
thought about Elephant's rudeness.
He cupped his tiny paws and yelled
as loud as he could, "Whaaaaale!!
Come heeeeere!!"

Whale swam over to see who
was calling her and looked about.
After a few minutes she spied tiny
little Rabbit jumping up and down
on a cliff. "Rabbit," Whale said
impatiently, "Did you just call me
over here?" "Of course," said
Rabbit. "Just who do you think you
are? You are far too small and weak
to have anything to say to me." And
at that she turned, flipped her huge

tail, and set off back into the deep
ocean. But just then Rabbit had an
idea.

He called out to her one more
time, "Whale! You think that I am
weak, but in fact, I am stronger
than you! You wouldn't be so quick
to ignore me if I beat you at Tug-
of-War." Whale looked at him for a
moment before falling into a fit of
laughter. "Very well little one," said
Whale. "Go get a rope and we will
see who is stronger."

Rabbit ran off to gather up the
strongest and thickest vine he
could. When he found it, he went to
Elephant and said to the giant
animal, "Elephant, you had no
cause to treat me with such
discourtesy this afternoon. I shall
have to prove to you that we are
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equals. Elephant looked down
between chews and chuckled. "And
how will you do that, small one?"
Rabbit stood up as high as he
could, looked Elephant right in the
eye and said, "By beating you at a
game of Tug-of-War." Elephant
laughed so hard he nearly choked
on his leaves, but agreed to humor
the tiny animal. He tied the vine
around his huge, hefty waist,
snickering the whole time.

Rabbit took the other end and
started off into the jungle. He
called back to Elephant, "Wait until
I say 'pull' and then pull with all of
your might." Rabbit took the other
end of the rope to Whale and said,
"Tie this to your tail and when I say
“pull' you swim with all of your
might." Whale tied the vine to her
tail, all the while smirking at
Rabbit's foolishness.

"I will now go and tie the other
end to my own waist," said Rabbit,
and hopped off into the jungle.
Rabbit hid in the bushes and then
called out, at the top of his 1ung§,
"PULL!!" Elephant started to walk
away with a smile on his face, but
the smile soon turned to a look of
surprise when the vine stopped
following him. "My goodness," he
said to himself, "Rabbit is much
stronger than I expected!" The look

of surprise soon became a frown as
Elephant pulled harder and harder,
unable to make the tough vine
budge any further.

Meanwhile, Whale began to
swim away from the shore, but
almost lost her breath when the
vine pulled tight and refused to
come with her. She pulled harder
and harder, but she could not pull it
any further. "That little Rabbit
could not possibly be stronger than
me," she said in outrage. Soon the
vine could take no more strain and,
with an ear-splitting sound,
snapped into two pieces.

‘When this happened, poor
Elephant went sailing through the
Jjungle and tumbled head over heels
down a steep valley. The end that
was tied to Whale caught up to her
suddenly and she went sailing
through the ocean and smashed into
a very scratchy and very
uncomfortable coral reef.

Rabbit left without a word and
never mentioned the matter again.
Elephant and Whale were
completely confused and never did
figure out how such a tiny creature
as Rabbit could have beaten the
largest of the animals. And to this
day, they are very careful to greet
little Rabbit with great respect
whenever they meet.
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Peace

It may seem almost
useless to talk about peace
when all around us we see a
continued state of
'peacelessness’. It is this state
that forces in us the necessity
of finding our own source of
peace to draw upon and live
from.

Consider the flowers.
They too live in this
peaceless envirnment. They
too have to endure the
pollution and decay of the
world of nature. Yet,
wherever they are found - by
the congested roadside, near
the swamps, in the desert,
amid the thorns and
sometimes even on the dung
hill - they are eternally
beautiful, gay and fragrant. It
is not by chance that flowers
are given for every occasion,
even the most sorrowful.
Flowers call forth images of
peace and tranquillity. It is
their nature.

We also like flowers of
the garden of God. In this
worldwide garden of
everyday hustle and bustle,
we too are threatened with
pollution and degraded
circumstances. Being
flowers, we are expected to
live in our nature state of
peace and spread our
fragrance all around us.

When we realise that the
original nature of our soul is
that of peace, we can combie
with God who is the Ocean
of Peace and so become the
embodiment of peace... a
living, thinking flasér:
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Poets’ Page

Kay Ryan

Hai!
Welcome to Poets’ Page

Poets’ Page, the most
informative and useful page of
this magazine would provide
you with plenty of reading
materials including some of
the best known works in the
English language and many
literary facts that are well
worth reading. Ii's ofien an
interesting exercise to learn a
little more about the poet whose
words you are reading. Some
idea of what things shaped
their lives, when and where
they lived, and the people and
events that influenced them --
these things can add layers of
meaning to a poem, and
provide a better context for
understanding and
appreciating their works.

Ryan was born on September 27,
1945 in San Jose, California and was
raised in several areas of the San
Joaquin Valley and the Mojave
Desert. After attending Antelope

Valley College, she received
bachelor's and master's degrees in
English from University of
California, Los Angeles. Since 1971,
she has lived in Fairfax, California,
and has taught English part-time at
the College of Marin in Kentfield.
Carol Adair, who was also an
instructor at the College of Marin,
was Ryan's partner from 1978
through Adair's death in 2009.

Ryan published her sixth collection
of poetry, The Niagara River, in
2005. Her first collection, Dragon
Acts to Dragon Ends, was privately
published in 1983 with the help of
friends. While she found a
commercial publisher for her second
collection, Strangely Marked Metal
(1985), her work went nearly
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unrecognized until the mid 1990s,
when some of her poems were
anthologized and the first reviews in
national journals were published.
She became widely recognized
following her receipt of the Ruth
Lilly Poetry Prize in 2004.

In July 2008, the U.S. Library of
Congress announced that Ryan
would be the sixteenth Poet Laureate
Consultant in Poetry to the Library of
Congress for a one year term
commencing in Autumn 2008. She
succeeded Charles Simic. In April
2009, the Library announced that
Ryan would serve a second one-year
term extending through May 2010.

Ryan's poems are often quite
short. Ryan's wit, quirkiness, and
slynes" are often noted by reviewers
of her poetry, but Jack Foley
emphasizes her essential
seriousness. In his review of Say
Uncle he writes, "There is, in short,
far more darkness than 'light' in this
brilliant, limited volume. Kay Ryan
is a serious poet writing serious
poems, and she resides on a serious
planet (a word she rhymes with 'had
it"). Ryan can certainly be funny, but
it is rarely without a sting." Some of
these disjoint qualities in her work
are illustrated by her poem "Outsider
Art", which Harold Bloom selected

4 N

A Ball Rolls

on a Point

By:- Kay Ryan

The whole ball
of who we are
presses into
the green baize
at a single tiny
spot. An aural
track of crackle
betrays our passage
through the
fibrous jungle.
It's hot and
desperate. Insects
spring out of it.
The pressure is
intense, and the
sense that we've
lost proportion.
As though bringing
too much to bear
too locally were
our decision.

from The Niagara River

. J

for the anthology The Best of the
Best American Poetry 1988-1997.

Ryan's awards include a 1995

award from the Ingram Merrill
Foeundation, the 2000 Union League
Poetry Prize, the 2001 Maurice
English Poetry Award, a fellowship
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in 2001 from the National
Endowment for the Arts, a 2004
Guggenheim Fellowship, and the
2004 Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize.

Her poems have been included in
three Pushcart Prize anthologies, and
have been selected four times for The
Best American Poetry; "Outsider
Art" was selected by Harold Bloom
for The Best of the Best American
Poetry 1988-1997. Since 2006, Ryan
has served as one of fourteen
Chancellors of The Academy of
American Poets.

Mo, Thenustia Ranunanithy

e ™
Crown
by Hay Ryan
Gloo much rain
loosens trees.
In the hills giant oaks
_fall upon their knees,
You can touch parts
pou have no right to
places only birds
should fiy to.
from Say Uncle

General Knowledge

1. Who invented the safety pin?
Walter Hunt

2. Who invented the vacuum

Cleaner?
Hubert Booth

3. How many legs do butterflies
have?
6 legs and 2 Pair of Wings

4. What is the Nickname of New
York city?
Big Apple

5. What do you call a group of
sheep?
A Flock of Sheep

6. Who was the youngest President
of the USA?
Theodore Roosevelt

7. Which is the largest library in
the World?
United States Library of
Congress, Washington DC.

8. Who won the Football World
Cup in 2006?
Italy

9. The first British University to
admit women for degree courses
was London University.

10. The country known as the Land
of White Elephant is Thailand.
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