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Some Thoughts and Memories

I have been asked to pay my tribute to my Brother - in -
law the late Mr. Suntheralingam in English, instead of in my own
language Tamil. It may be because he had his academic education
through that medium at Jaffna Hindu College and Jaffna College
and excelled both in writing and speaking the English Language
with a flair that commanded such high respect among his
contemporaries and colleagues. His great grandfather, the late
Mr.Godman Appapillai who was one of the earliest heads of the
present Jaffna Hindu College, was himself very well versed in
that language - a fact he was proud about, and his father, the late
proctor Ponnusamy had an admirable competence in English and
strove hard to pass that skill to his son. Infact the late
Mr.Suntheralingam was more at home in English than in Tamil or
Sinhala, in both of which languages he was proficient as well.

The late Mr.Suntheralingam was a very popular story -
teller. He used to regale his friends and audience with numerous
apposite anecdotes often highly amusm&and calling forth bursts
of happy laughter. He could also-tell them stories relating to the
much more serious aspects of life, which were full of wise counsel.

He was one of those who went to the Great Teachers I
sought to find the meaning of life, what determined life and the
Real power that lies behind life. The gifts of all the great religions
of the human race seem to be hope, faith and love. He was always
full of hope and deep faith. Once during the early days of his
career in the Ceylon Government Railways, before he rose to be
Chief Station Master, he had trouble as a Booking Clerk, with a
fellow officer who used to filch from his daily passenger ticket
collections. He knew what was happening, but he said he hadn’t
the courage as a young man to stop or deal with the offender. He

went to the sage of Columbuthurai, Siva Yoga Swamigal. As was
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the Great Sage’s wont, he suddenly turned to him and said “Look
here son, this world is for the brave - for the courageous”
“gifchsugié@isis @ps e wsb sigus’. The following day
when he went to office he kept a watchful eye on his thievish
comrade, caught him red - handed, reported him to the higher
authorities and got himself free for ever afterwards - got back his
peace and daily collections safe. His faith grew as he found his
prayers answered. He grew ever more and more trustful in the
omni - potence of that Unseen but Undeniable power called God,
fondly adored in our hearts in various forms - by him as the Mother
Kali.

My late Brother - in - law was a loving husband and a
devoted father who tried his utmost to give his children the best
of education and make them refined and loved by people. He doted
on his grandchildren. All the members of his family are a living
testimony to his faith in God and values of life he held dear to his
heart.

Salutations to the Holy Mother

Sarwam Sivamayam
Lord Thy Holy Feet are our Only Refuge.

P.Elankanayagam
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10.

FEW OF HIS COLLECTIONS

~ THE TONGUE IS SIX INCHES LONG

IT CAN KILL A MAN SIX FEET TALL.
CHINESE PROVERB

NEVER BE THE FIRST TO TRY ANEW REMEDY NOR BE THE
LAST TO GIVE UP AN OLD ONE.

YOU CAN NEVER PLAN THE FUTURE BY THE PAST.

WE ARE ALWAYS GETTING READY TO
LIVE BUT NEVER LIVING
RALPH WALDO EMERSON

IT TAKES 21 YEARS FOR AWOMAN TO MAKE AMAN OF HER
SON, IT TAKES 21 MINUTES FOR ANOTHER WOMAN TO MAKE
AN ASS OF HIM.

MORE CRUEL THAN A SERPENTS TOOTH IS A THANKLESS
CHILD.
KING LEAR SHAKESPEARE

ONCE DRINKING DEEP OF THAT DIVINEST ANGUISH HOW
COULD I SEEK THE EMPTY WORLD AGAIN.
' EMILY BRONTE

A SWEET WORD HERE
AKIND ACT THERE

AND YOU WILL KNOW
WHAT HEAVEN IS ON EARTH

DO NOT TROUBLE TROUBLE UNTIL TROUBLE TROUBLES
YOU.
ANON

DO NOT GO HALF WAY TO MEET DTFFICULTI'ES'
YOGAR SWAMY
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11,

12.

13

GOD IS ACIRCLE WHOSE CENTRE IS EVERY WHERE AND
WHOSE CIRCUMFERENCE IS NC WHERE.,

EMPREDGCLES
BIRTH IS AN ACCIDENT
LIFE IS AN ADVENTURE
MARRIAGE IS AMISTAKE
DEATH IS A CERTAINITY.
ANON

LIVE AS IF YOU ARE GOING TO
DIE TOMORROW.

STUDY AS IF YOU ARE GOING TO
LIVE FOR EVER.
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