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Eulogy

We are honoured to be given the opportunity to say a few words about Papa Aunty. She was a
cheerful woman who would always give a helpful hand to anyone. She made everyone around her
happy. Whether it was her cakes and mutton rolls, her phone calls, or even her big smile, she was
always great to be around.

When we were children, she'd often pick us up from school after we'd finished, more often than my
parents. Because our parents worked late in the evenings, my sister and | spent a lot of time at her
house. | remember the noodles she always made for Mama before he went to work and how she'd
always make a little bit extra for us two.

My aunt taught my sister and | a lot of valuable skills over the years. She was an incredible cook
and baker. She was the one who kick-started my love for food and helped teach my sister how to
make cakes. She always told me to save my money, which makes me wish | listened to her then.

When my aunt was in the hospital it was a very difficult time for our entire family. Papa Aunty was
such a positive and strong lady who was never down. She always encouraged us to work hard now
to reap the benefits in the future, but to enjoy your life at the same time. We were happy to do
whatever we could when she was poorly, because no matter how much we helped her we felt like it
was nothing compared to everything she did for us over the years.

We will miss our aunt’s smile and positive attitude. She was an incredible sister, wife and aunt. She
will be missed by a lot of people here today. We wish you peace and will always love you.

By Parithi Srisabesan
With Sister Ponni Srisabesan

Delivered at the funeral service
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Rengan Devarajan
This is my tribute to Pappa Acca that | wrote on the last birthday :
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Pappa Acca will be missed very much. My heartfelt condolences to a great human

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



EULOGY

From memory and stories | have been told, Papi Mammi played a predominate role in my upbringing. We
used to live together in Norfolk house. Despite not having much of a recollection there, | have been told she
would help my mother look after me on a daily basis and how much she adored me because | was the per-
fect child — clearly that still remains true.

Despite us moving places when | got a little bit older, | still have fond memories of Papi Maami visiting us on
a regular basis, where she would pick on my sister and they would constantly bicker over the fact that Papi
Maami preferred me — | mean come on who would not? Growing up we saw Papi Maami here and there at
family parties and functions. Since Papi Maami began to get visibly sick, my sister and | made the conscious
decision to try spend more time with her, but when we went over to her house in March, we did not really
think that would be the last time we saw her properly. Even though it was obvious that she was in discom-
fort, Papi Maami still joked around as always.

My parents always spoke well of Papa Maami, and from what | knew, she was a strong, independent, feisty
but honest woman. She told people straight how she felt. She put people in their place and laid it clear how
things were. She didn’t beat around the bush. | personally think that is an admirable trait. Looking back now,
| wish | was able to spend a little bit more time getting to know her as an adult in comparison to how much |
spent with her as a toddler. But | guess it is what it is.

| guess, life is a little bit crazy. For someone who usually has a lot to say. | really did not know what to say
today. |do not think Papi Maami’s death has fully hit me. She was fairly young. Over the past week, | have
sat and thought over a few things. Some things | just could not get my head around. Whether she had a
feeling if her time had come? If she knew that Saturday would be her last time leaving her house as she left
for her regular dialysis — which ended up being her last?

But there's fate. Fate has a time and place for us all and nothing we can do or say will change that.

| guess the most painful goodbyes are the ones that are never said nor explained. | am extremely glad that

now she is at peace.
Shairra Uthayakumar
Delivered at the Funeral
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EULOGY

Good merning, Friends, Family, and loved ones.

My name is Janagan, and | am the oldest first nephew to the late Mrs Sribalagengathevy (Pappa).

Firstly... I'd like to thank you all for being here with us today and paying your last respects to Anta.

The family and | would like to thank you all for your prayers and support during this difficult time.

Whenever | drove Anta and Mama home after an event or occasion, she would love talking about all the people that
were there, and what they said. It would always make her smile... Even if that event was as difficult as a funeral. So, |
know that she would love seeing so many familiar faces for her here today.

Anta came to the UK in 1986, when | was a year and a half... barely a toddler. Shortly after, we shared a room togeth-
er, and if truth be told, | made her life a misery.

| have vague memories of making her cry when | was a child, and that always stuck with me... That guilt always stayed
with me. .. -

Until one day | realised that Anta had the last laugh the whole time. She wasn't hurt after all... It was just her wicked
sense of humour. ..

Whether we were a few months old or as old as | am, she always tried to put a smile on our faces in her own way.
Which was with kindness, with generosity and with her warm smile.

I have many memories of Anta, but a period of time which | keep repeating in my mind, is when | used to finish school,
and instead of going home, | would go to Anta’s house, where | always knew she would be baby sitting my little cousin
Saira.

Mama would be in the room resting, and Anta would watch her TV shows, and rest on the sofa... And I'd sit there with
the baby (Saira) in the bouncer next to me, and we'd all watch TV together.

It sounds simple, and it might sound boring to many, but it was something that | cherish... It was a period of my life,
where things were peaceful and tranquil, and | needed that, | knew | could get that when | was at Anta's house,

| look around and | see a lot of faces, and | know everyone here have had their lives touched by Pappa Anta at one
point or another.

Most of my cousins and close friends here have had that pleasure of her being in their lives from the day that they were
born, or if not from a very young age.

Other than my own Mother, there are many strong women in my life — they are all very close to my heart and most of
them are here today... But she was the first... the one who looked after me for the longest... She was my second
Mum.

In actual fact, to all of my generation and those younger than me. ..

| believe she was the Mum that we all had but who had none of her own.

It is common knowledge that she was very sick for a very long time, and we have gone on a long journey as a family
and the fight she has had to endure, is now over.
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| look around and | see a lot of faces, and | know everycne here have had their lives touched by Pappa Anta at one
point or another.

Most of my cousins and close friends here have had that pleasure of her being in their lives from the day that they were
born, or if not from a very young age.

Other than my own Mother, there are many strong wemen in my life —they are all very close to my heart and most of
them are here today... But she was the first... the one who looked after me for the longest... She was my second
Mum.

In actual fact, to all of my generation and those younger than me... | believe she was the Mum that we all had but who
had none of her own.

It is common knowledge that she was very sick for a very long time, and we have gone on a long journey as a family
and the fight she has had to endure, is now over.

However, | remember a day towards the end of last year where | went with Dad to the hospital in London. Dad had told
me that things were quite serious, and he was upset... as if for the first time, he could not fix things.

My father has always been protective of his sisters. And so, in only the way the brother in him could, he hid the truth
away from her... The truth that the Doctors had said that Anta needed a heart transplant but couldn't get one because
she needed a kidney transplant... and they could not give her that because she needed a heart transplant... . He didn’t
want his baby sister to be scared.

We were in a hopeless situation, but after some time Anta knew, the doctors had to talk to her, and she knew every-
thing. Rightly or wrongly, Dad couldn't hide it, nor could he protect his sister anymore, or make things right.

But even in a weak and feeble state, Anta sat at the end of her bed, with her hospital gown on, laughing and smiling
and joking with me.

In the face of hopelessness, she was stronger than | think even he could have imagined.

If you all knew what | knew, you would know how much of a roller coaster this journey has been, and how many times
Anta and Mama could’ve just given up... But that is not the will of Pappa. She fights her battles, in hospitals, in life, and
now in spirit.

| have always believed actions speak louder than words. And through Anta... | watched courage in the face of adversi-
ty, A roaring heart, when hers was all but done, and a smile, that was worthy of any aunt... or any mother.

| want to thank her for everything she has done for me, for everything she still does for me from wherever she is...

And before | forget... Rajaratnam Mama... | want to thank you for making her happy over the last 20 years... That smile
| talk off, grew larger the moment she married you, and | am grateful for all that you have done for her, and for us. So,

thank you Mama.
| want to end with my last memories with Anta while she was happy and capable and smiling...
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together... Simple and boring to some, but peaceful and tranquil to me.

I helped her, and mama move home before | went on my recent travels, and at the end of the evening she gave me
money to buy herself, Mama and me some Chinese food... The house a mess from the move, things everywhere, we
sat there in her room eating away together... Simple and boring to some, but peaceful and tranquil to me.

The next day | came by with Dad to check on things, and | was leaving later that evening... My last words were. Ck
Anta... Poitta Varen... | put my hand on my heart, when | tell you, that | had an overwhelming feeling that that would be
the last time that | would see or speak to Anta... To the point that | spoke to Dad about what should happen in the
event that Anta passed away... At the time he told me to continue on my journeys, as Anta would want me to... That
was in January...

Fast forward 6 months, and far up in the Himalayas, for the first time in almost two weeks | have had internet access, |
find out the news of what has been happening back here, and the last words my father ushered to me, before | got cut
off was... "come home”...

No matter what we agreed before, my overwhelming emotions were that | wanted to be there for Anta.

So somehow, | made it back in time to see her... to say my prayers... for her to be at peace... and to thank her at her
bedside in my own quiet stillness... for every day she took care of me.

| hope she is at peace now, she has to be, because she deserves it.

| know she’s amongst loved ones, and such is life, that one day we will all be in that beautiful

and special place together.

Till we meet again. Rest in Paradise. From the bottom of my heart... Thank you Anta.

Janagan Srigengatharn

Delivered at rhe Funeral
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Since 1990, we have known Papa Acca and lived with her in Lee, London
So it has come as a great shock and sadness that Papa Acca has passed away.
We have had many fond memories of our time with Papa Acca.

Please accept our sincere condolences to her family.

Shanki lynkaran & Vijayakumari

I know her and her family very well. I know late Mrs.Pappa from her younger days. Earlier they lived close to Maha-
jana College, Tellippalai. Late Mrs. Pappa and her sister and brothers all studied at Mahajana college, Tellippalai. I had
the chance to talk with them including their parents also. Very nice family. Late Mrs. Pappa was a nice person. My
condolences to her family and to her brothers and sister. May her soul rest in peace

Ampalavanar Sivapalan
Mahajana Cricketer in the Early 60s
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