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I'rom the Mayor

I am indeed very happy that the work on the new Libvary project is completed and
the innuguration is o take place on December 17, 1980, by His Exeelleney Mr. J. R,
Jayewardene and by the Honourable R. Premadasa. It is really fitting and appropriate
to veeall here with a sense of gratitude the services vendered by My. T'. Reid who was the
Mayor of the Colombo Municipal Conueil 56 years back, his fellow Councillors including
personages like the late Mr. E. W. Jayewardene, K.C. the futher of ouwr President,
His Euwcellency J. R. Jayewardene. It is also right that I recall the munificence of the
philanthropist, the late My. James Fernando Sri Chandraselerawho helped 1o inavgurate
the Colombo Public Library.

On this tmportant occasion speecial mention must be mude of the Honourable Prime
Minister Mr. R. Premadasa as he could be called the eveator of the new building. Il was
he who in 1965 initiated this project during the centenary year of the Colombo Municipal
Couneil. At his invitation the foundation stone was laid by My. Vinecent Pevera the Mayor
at the time, and now the Hon. Minister of Sports and Parliamentary Affairs.

The Colombo Publie Library is a polent force in the eduecational. cultural and social
Y I

set-up of the country. The Public Library has expanded from very huwmble and simple

beginnings to a library sysitem and is now vendering a magnificent service to our country,

g (= . b (=1 J

We are fortunate o have Mrs. Tshvari Corea, a highly qualified specialist as our
Chief Librarian, who with her trained and devoted staff will I am sure help to give a greater
serviee to the patrons of the Colombo Public Library.

I smust also thank all those nwwmerous well wishers who hace by their active
parlicipation, co-operation and assistance helped us to suecessfully conduct the inauguration
of the New Building, the Cultural Shows, Book Festival ele. I thank them once again

on behalf of the Colombo Municipal Couneil, on behalf of the Colombo Public Library,
and on my own behalf.

B. Sirisena Cooray
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From the Minister of
Larliamentary Affairs and Sports

4 LIBRARY SERVICE—MY POINT OF VIEW

It was 30 years ago that I siarted my political career as @ Member of the Colombo
Municipal Council which institution I consider as myf training ground in politics, I am
therefore happy to contribute this article to the Sovvenir published in eonnection with the
opening of the new Public Library of the Couneil. 1 had the privilege of being elected os
the Member of the Colombo Municipal Couneil Jor the Newe Bazaar Ward for the first time
in Pebruary, 1950. This ward was the ancestral scit of the Jayewardene family and
His Eveellency the President himself began his political carcer as a Member of this Ward
in the year 1940,

I had the honowr of being elected as the Mayor of the Colombo Municipal Council
on tico occasions, The first time was in 1965, the Centenary Year of the Council and the
second time was in 1970. 1 continued to be a Member of the Colombo Municipal Couneil
until 1977 in which year I was appointed as the Minister Jor Parliamentary Affairs and
Sports. 1 would take this opportunity to place on record that these achievements were
mainly duwe io the political training and maturity I gained as a Member aof the Colombo
Municipal Couneil.

The idea of establishing this new Library Building was first mooled by the
Hon. Prime Minister when he was Mun icipal Councillor and Deputy Minister of Local
Government in 1965 at which time 1 Sunctioned as the Mayor of Colombo, I had the good
Jovtune of laying the Foundation Stone Jor this new Library.

The majority of the people of the City of Colombo are not well off and Jind it difficult
to meet their daily needs, Consequently they are not in a position to provide their children
the reading material that is necessary to acquive the knowledge needed to meet the requive-

ments of the modern age.

A setting wp of an up-to-date Publie Library will therefore be a great boon to the
people.  Not only will their knowledge and intelligence become better but they will also be
able to be of greater service to the nation in whatever Jields of hwman endeavour they are
engaged in.
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Almost every country in the world has now realised the importance of Libraries in
the task of imparting knowledge to its people. The maintenance and running of Libraries
is mow considered as a speciality. It is a subject tawght in many Universities in the

world for which Degrees and Diplomas are awarded.

In this modern age, Libraries are not confined to books only. They are supple-
mented with audio-visual aids such as films, vedeo-tapes and television. Information and
knowledge can be more easily imparted to a person through films and other audio-visual
aids than by the reading of books. These audio-visual aids also enable knowledge 1o be
imparted more quickly and also lo a greater number of persons at any given time than

books could provide.

As civilisation progresses the need and role of Libraries will also increase. Thave
no doubt that the Colombo Municipal Library will fulfil its role to the people of the
Metropolis both now and in the years to come.

M. Vinsent Perera
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From the Deputy Mayor

I am very happy to issue this message, on the occasion of the opening of C.M.C.’s A
New Public Library by His Excellency the President of Sri Lanka. '

This ecent is epoch making in the history of the Council.

In the year 1925, persvant to a decision made by the Council’s Special Commitiee
on the Public Library, comprising of distinguished citizens of Colombo on the calibre of
late Mr. E. W. Jayewardene. K.C.. the illustrious father of His Excellency the President,
the Colombo Public Lilrary was bori.

Today il stands on thresh-hold of new dimensions, fully equipped with necessary
yesaurces lo quench the growing thivst for more wp to date and an efficient library end
information service in the City.

The Council is prowd of this remarkable achievement and is fully conscious of the
facl thal this was made possiile. solely due 1o the vigorous and enthusiastic directions anid
awidance given to us by His Eacellency, the President and the Honovrable the Prime Ministc 7y
who in his capaeity as a member of Cowneil and the Chairman of the Couneil’'s Special
Commitice on Public Library acted with great vision in the year 1954/65 to get this presti-
gious and gigantic project of the ground.

We are aware, that massive contributions have been made by the Cowncil's Public
Library. in the past, in providing the country’s demand for skilled man-poer in varions
disciplines, for its administrative and development purposes.

The New Public Library houses within its walls the latest amenities Lnown 10
modern library and information services. From now on a child from any hwmble home
in the City can have aceess lo vast expanse of knovledge hitherlo not available to him.
This 1 am sure will vemove all disparities of apportunity now prevailing in the conrse of
advancement of one’s chosen career. ;

I fervently. hope, every one will make full use of all facilities provided in the new
Public Library, in developing their intellects and individualities for the greater benefit of
the City in particular and the Counlry al large.

M. Hussain Mohamed
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The New Labrary Building

Man from the dim past, has been involved
in the search of knowledge. He first began to
learn the names of things. Chronicles of
sacred seriptures speak of man “being taught
of what he knew not™, Passage of centuries
wereased his thirst for knowledge to unravel
the mysteries of nature for the benefit of the
world. Libraries began to be founded as
storehouses of the treasures of knowledge and
learning in many parts of the world, And
civilization began to develop.

Now let us look at ourselves—how Colombo
developed its own libraries. Though the
Colombo Munieipal Council, constituted in
1865, had in its carly years a long line of
eminent men mainly Britishers to guide its
destiny, it was only in 1925 in pursuance of a
resolution of the Council moved by Mr. E. W.
Jayawardene that the Colombo Public 1,; brary
came to be established in a building, originally
car-marked as a private residence in Edinbu rgh
Crescent, gracefully gifted by the Sri Chandra-
sekera Trust,

Sir Cecil Clementi, the¢ then Colonial
Secretary played his part when successfully
persuading the then management of the
Colombo Library founded in 1813 previously
named the “United Services Library” and
that of the Colombo Pettah Library founded
some years later by the Burghers who had
migrated from the Fort to the Pettah to hand
over their books to the new Municipal Public
Library, Both these libravies were at the
time located in what is now the Senate House.

In order to obtain a clear overall picture of
the Library service in Colombo at the bime,
reference is made to the library of greater
consequence that preceded the Public Library,
namely the Museum Library established in
1875 on the initiative of Governor Sir William
Gregory to which the collection of manu-
seripts of the Government Oriental Library
founded in 1870 was transferred, The Museum
Library js reputed to have the most valuable
collection of books in the Island with over
25,000 printed books and some 1,500 manuy-

A. H. Macan Markar

scripts. It is exelusively a reference library;
novels and fiction are tahoo. With ke

dedication on the part of the authorities and
generous contributions from the Consolidated
Fund, the Museum Library could altain {
statue of a National Library ‘worthy of its =
name.

Then there is the Ceylon Branch of the
Royal Asiatic Society established in 1845 with
a unique library of its own. At one time this
library was attached to the Museam but has
in recent years led a nomadie existence but
appears at last to have found g permanent
abode of its own through the intervention of
our erudite President, His Lxcellency J. R.
Jayawardene.

It would be of interest to know that the
public libraries established in Britain under
the first Public Libraries Act passed in 1850
allowed the local authority to levy not more
than half a penny in the pound only towards
maintenance of libraries but not the purchase
of books. =

The publie librarics had a measly existence
and it was only after the Publie Libraries Act
of 1919 that the anomalies were removed and
henceforth the expansion of the Municipal
and County Libraries was rapid. By way of
contrast the Colombo Publie Library is solely
dependant for its sustenance on the whims
and fancies of the Couneil that contrals the
Municipal Fund. Generally the council has
been politically motivated and the. needs of
the individual wards such as community
centres, reception halls, dispensaries are given
priority to placate members. It was later
realised that the only way the public library
could expand in this set-up was through the
establishment of branch libraries wardwise.

Three significant events between the second
and fifth decade of this century spread literacy
to all sectors of the population.

With the introduction of representative
government on the basis of universal franchise

cater




by the Donoughmore Commission in 1951, the
new legislature began to show solicitude for
the weltare of the vast mass of the people most
ol whom were eking out a bars existence. 1In
‘this context, a move initiated by the then
‘Education Minister Mr. C. W. W, Kannangara
to make education [reely available to all
students from the Kindergarien to graduation
at the University—'a pearl of great price” as
he proudly proclaimed—was accepted and
- implemented from the late thirties. Schools
~ wwere established throughout the Island even
in the remotest corners and students from the
non-auftlent families seized the opportunity.
Not only was illiteracy virtually wiped out
but these students obtamed admission in ever
Jarger numbers to the universities and higher
seats of learning.

Alongside with this phenomenon, the carlier
publication of the duily newspapers in the
national languages Sinhala and 'Famil by that
far-seeing patriot Mr. D. 1t. Wijewardena the
founder of the “Daily News”, “Dintmina’’
and *Phinakaran” along with others not only
promoted literacy but gave the masses an
awareness of the problems of their country to
which they could give thought in scarch of
-solutions.

And finally in 1956 when Mr. 8. W. R. D.
Bandaranuike of revered niemory made Sinhala
ihe oflicial language of the country with the
reasonable use of 'Lamil, the whole machinery
* of administration was tilted in favour of the
vast majority of the people numbering over
70 per cent of the population who knew Sinhala
and no other language.

'fhe three factors outlined above have had
their impact on the Colombo Public Library.
'The majority of its readers which at one time
was English has now become Sinhala. The
jssue of books from the Library in the three
media for the years 1961 and 1974 corroborates
this

Sinhala  Tamil  English
1961 26,217 4,165 84,847
1974 86,356 26,992 64,117

Unfortunately the output of new books in
Sinhala is hardly sullicient to meet the vora-
cious for reading of the Sinhala public. ~With
the increasing costs of printing and publication
the State would have to consider subsidising
books whose material reaches a substantially
high standard in content, presentation and

language.

With the gradual inerease in the branch
libraries established in different wards of the
city, the pressare on the central library has
cased. Furthermore a large number of readers
who had hitherto been deprived of library
facilities due to inconvenience of travel have
now become keen patrons of the branch
libraries in their arcas and the vast majority
of these new recruits are from the Sinhala or
Tamil media. This accounts for the greater
demand for books in these two languages
vis a vis English than would otherwise be the
case.

In view of the increasing difficulties of
commutation with periodic escalation of fuel
prices, more branch libraries with facilities for
children should be established in the more
populous ecentres, care being taken to avoid
mistakes of the past in the choice of location
as was proved in the case of the branch libraries
in Elliot Road. Borella and Kalinga Place,
The boon of learning should be further
extended by the expansion of the “Mobile
Books” service in vans to distant parts of the
eity.

Persistent warnings have been sounded by
the Chief Librarians in their Annual Report
for the past twenty five years that the existing
buildite with its acute congestion impairs the
cfficiency of the library service causing consi-
derable inconvenience to its patrons as well as
to its stalf and advocating the construction of
a spacious new library building on modern
lines with all amenities.

Years rolled by until Mayor V. A. Sugatha-
dasa, a lover of sports broached in 1974 the
subject of a change of site for the proposed
library building from the land leased to the
Lawn Tennis Club to an extent of land close
to the Victory Column in Vihara Maha Devi
Park abutting Sir Ananda Coomaraswamy
Mawatha and obtained the consent of his
colleagues in Council to his proposal. The
Special Committee appointed on 30th March
1964 by the Municipal Council with Mr. R.
Premadasa as Chairman recommended the
construction of a well-designed new building
for the hibrary. The Council accepted the
recommendation and decided that the found-
ation stone for the new building should be laid
during the Centenary Celebration of the
Colombo Municipal Council in 1963. *

As fate would decree, with the change of
government in the General Election of 1965
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Mr. R. Premadasa who chaired the bpecial
Committec  was  appointed Parliamentary
Seeretary to the Mnistry of Local Govern-
ment by Prime Minister Mr. Dudley Senana-
yake and it was Mr. Premadasa who on
daturday, October 80, 1965 laid the foundation
stone for the new Public Library building as
part of the Council’s Centenary Celebration
during the Mayoralty of Mr. Vincent Perera
who succeeded Mr, Sugathadasa,

In 1966 under the Mayoralty of Mr. Jabir
A. Cader, the building project for the new
library received enthusiastic yet tangible
support from the Anjuman-E-Saif, the Associ-
ation of the Dawoody Bohra Community in
Sri Lanka in the promise of a munificant
donation of Rs. 500,000. This donation was
made in the name of the spiritual leader of the
community, His Holiness Seydna Taher
Saifudeen. The following year, the Bohra
community with the consent of the Couneil
secured the services free of charge of an eminent
architect from Bombay, Mr. Yahya Merchant,
ARILB.A. (Lond.), ¥.I.A.A. who came to
Sri Lanka in May 1967 with preliminary plans
and a model of the proposed li brary. 'L'hese
plans were accepted by Council on Qetober 23,
1967. BSubsequently, Mr. Merchant was
commiissioned to draw up the final plan, Ony
the completion of the plan by Mz, Merchant,
the Chief Librarian Mrs. Ishvari Corea visited
Bombay in 1968 on instructions from Couneil
and finalised the plan with necessary adjust-
ments.

Mr. Dudley Senanayake, the Prime Minister
inaugurated the Building Fund for the new
library project at a meeting in the New Town
Hall on 30th October 1969. Minister of Local
Government, Mr. R. Premadasa  donated
Rs. 25,000/ by way of grant with the promise
of a further Rs. 25,000/- towards the
building of the Children’s Section. Further
Rs. 100,000/- being the first instalment of the
Rs. 500,000/- promised by the Dawoody Borah
Community was handed over to the Prime
Minister while the set of plans was handed
over by Mr, Askar Moosajee,

The construction work on the new library
however had an inauspicious start, The work
on the foundation upto D.P.C. level entrusted
to a private contractor in 1978 was abandoned
half doite and the ever energetic Mayor A, H,
M. Fowzie in 1975 took over the work-site and
entrusted the work to the Engineering Division

of the Sri Lanka Army with the approval of
the Library Committec, :

Therealter, in view of the rising costs of
building construction, sleps were taken in
cousultation with the architect and engineers
to modity the original plan to the proposed
library to scale down cost and also provision
made for the full revised estimated cost of
Rs. 7 million in the 1977 Budget,

However due to delays in the award of the
contract and the intervention of the General
Election 1977 which gave a massive victory
to the U.N.P. under the leadership of Mr. J.K,
Jayawardena and his deputy Mr. R. Prema.
dasa, it was again left to Mr. Premadasa as
Minister of Local Government, Housing and
Construction to dissolve the Colombo Munieipal
Council on 25th July, 1977 and take over the
reins. When Mr. Jayawardena was elevited
to the high oflice of President under the HewW
Constitution, Mr. Premsadasa rightfully became
Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister. With his dyna-
mic energy and the use of his magie wand,
Mr. Premadasa has suceceded where others
had failed by presenting to the citizens of
Colombo a modern spacious library, a notable
addition to the many new buildings and
improvements that has transformed the face
of this metropolis with a new look during his
tenure of office. Though Mr. Premadasa
failed to become the Mayor of Colombo in
January 1968, he has more than compensated
for this set-back by utilising the opportunity
that came his way fiftcen years later to make
radical changes to the city in a measure no
Mayor could have ever dreamt of doing.
Mr. Premadasa is fortunate in having to assist
him our present Mayor Mr. Sirisena Cooray,
quict, loyal, unassuming with the knock of
getting work done without treading on other’s
toes.

The new library building though imposing
looks austere with all straight lines and no
curves. It has no architectural embellish-
ments. This contrasts with the public library
building in Jaffna which has a character and
individuality of its own.

The main requisites in a library are flexibility
for changing needs and space for expansion,
Modular  construction, partitioning  and
demountable steel shelving assists in the maxi-
mum utilization of space, Nevertheless the
constant increase in the production of print,
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sends to outstrip the most foresighted provi-
tion and the use of microfilm and other

~ niniaturisation is only a partial solution.

“In the case of the new library building, it is
wilikely that it could expand upwards unless

its foundation has been strengthened to carry

a future additional floor. The old building
which was gifted for the use of the library by
the Sri Chandrasekera Trust will continue to

. yemain the property of the library and the
land on which it is situated could be utilized

for any future expansion. In the meantime

the building with suitable modifications could
and sh

ould provide facilities for studies to the

e meram‘ing number of students who patronise

the library for this purpose.
The Colombe Public Library is indeed
fortunate in having as its Chief Librarian

" Mus. Ishvari Corea who with the assistance of

a loyal and elficient stalf has served with
dedieation, devotion and loyalty since 1961
during which period a number of improvements
and additions to library service were intro-
duced in spite of the diflicult conditions under
which she and her colleagues worked in the
old library building.

A library is the repository of thought and
learning and should nol only provide all
facilities to readers who call but to those who
cannot call as well. In the day to day affairs
of its running those who run it should incul-
cate into the minds, specially the youth, the
necessity to promote and contribute to the
decorum and dignity of the Library, as true
patrons of learning.

The ideals of Vladimir Lenin—"“What is
important is to perceive the pride and glory
of a public library not so much in its ravities
or in its possession of certain 16th century
publications and 10th century manuscripts,
but in its ability to allow the widest circul-
ation of books among the people. in how many
new readers the libraries have had, in how
quickly a demand for a given book may be
satisfied. in how many books are distributed
to a given house, in how many children are
drawn to reading and using a library”—
should permeate our library in its new
surroundings, to help build a nation developed
in intellect and goodwill.
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From the Municipal Conmissioner

Colombo Public Library inavgurated in 1925 by the Colombo Municipal
Council has from very simple and humble beginnings erpanded to an efficient
library system. Throughoul its 55 years of existence, the library has been a very
cital factor in the cultvral. social, religious and edweational progress of the citizens
of Colombo of all ages. s influence has also been felt throwghout Sri Lanka.,
There is no doubt thet this library plays a dowminant vole in the process of creating
an educated and well informed population in owr country.

The Public Library has been indeed fortunate in having had a swccession
of competent librarians whose guidance and selfless seveices has enabled the library
to reach its present standard. I wish to mention here My. S. C. Blok its first
Libravian (1925-1949), Mr. D. C. G. Abeywickreme (1950-1960) and Jinally owr
present Libravian Mrs. Ishvari Corea who took over in 1961.  Credit is due 1o her
as the first woman Librarian of the country for the vast improvements that have
been effected in the services provided by the Library, in particular the expansion of
the branch library service, the inauguration of the mobile service. Children’s Library
and the Awdio Viswal Library. '

To foster and aceomadate the progressive expansion of the library. the
Council planned the new buildings.  After years of delay and neglect, I am happy
to record here, the Council was able to translate the plans into reality solely due 1o
the personal initintive and support of Hon. R. Premadasa the Prime Minister and
Minister of Local Government, Housing and Construction.

Once the Library is moved into the new bwilding with modern facilities 1 am
sure it will be possible to render a more efficient and dynamic service to the reading
public. I am equally confident that the patrons will co-operate with the Libravian
and her staff to maintain the facilities and conlinwe to maintain the services in the
best possible traditions of a modern libvary.

R. Abeyratne
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Peace is Our Birthright

Ninety years ago General Sherman said:
‘I am tired and sick of war. 1ts glory is all
moonshine . . ., war is hell.” More than a
hundred years before that, Benjamin Franklin
had said: “There never was a good war or a
bad peace” A hundred years earlier John
Milton declared: ‘For what ean war, but end-
less war still breed.

Two thousand years before Milton, Thuey-
dides in his ‘History” saw: “Ihat war is an
evil is something that we all know, and it
would be pointless to go on cataloguing all the
disadvantages involved in it.’

And two hundred years carlier still, the
Buddha, almost twenty six centuries ago,
delivered discourse after discourse to show the
evil of fighting.

The Buddhist books mention an incident
which onee brought the Buddha to the battle-
field. The Sakyans and the Koliyans were on
the verge of war as to the right to draw water
from the River Rohini. Knowing the disaster
ahead, the Master approached them and asked
them which was more precious, water or
human blood. They admitted that human
blood was precious. The Master spoke to
them and the intended war was prevented.

Time was when nations believed in the
prescription that if you want peace you must
prepare for war, but a survey of the inter-
national events during the last few decades
will disprove the ellicacy of the preseription.
A sure preseription would be in the light of
what the Buddha proclaimed 2.500 and more
Vears ago:

‘Hate is ot ocercome by hate,
By love alone 'tis quelled ;
This is a truth of ancient dafe.
Todey still wneweelled.’

War was once a method of obtaining trade
by violence; now it is a profitable trade itself,
manufacture of lethal weapons and poisons

Ven. Piyadassi
Vagjiraramae, Svi Leanka

make huge profits, some of which arce used to
pay the supports of war for this, and for that
with always a new excuse and a new bogey
to frighten the timid objectors.

Real happiness and Lrue peace are synonyms.
There cannot be any happiness without peace.
The Dharma, (compassion and wisdom) is the
way to the attainment of peace. Let us make
a sineere and genuine cffort to spread peace,
solidarity and brotherhood of man through
Dharma and remove tension arising in the
name of religion, caste, colour and other
elements of disunity and disharmony

Twenty three centuries ago Emperor Asoka
of India inscribed on stone: ‘sama vayo eva
sadw’ . ... Concord alone is comrmendable’.
Asoka the Great follower in the footsteps of
his Master, Siddhartha Gautama the Buddha,
who said: ‘samagga hotha ma vivedatha’ . . - .
‘Be united, wrangle not’. These are positive
utterances we need today more than at any
other time; for we live in an age of couflict and
war, of hatred and violence all over the world.
Never before has the need been greater for all
of us to remember these immortal words of
Sakyamuni Buddha and Asoka.

Today we speak of peace. Yes, peace is
our birthright, and we must win it, peace based
on truth, love, justice and freedom. If people
are just and upright. stand to reason and face
facts, the bonds of amity and understanding
among the various nations and communities
will greatly strengthen, Mutual respeet for
each other’s territorial integrity and sover-
eignty non-aggression, equality and mutual
henefit and peaceful co-existence and harmony
in the world are things the value of which
nobody will contest,

Life rests not on strife but on sympathy,
not on enmity but on emity. Peace is not a
negative phrase. It is something very posi-
tive. Tt consists of mutual understanding,
co-operation and love. In such an atmo-
sphere alone true peace can arise. Peace has
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to be acquired by a sincere and devoted
struggle. 1t cannot be won by mercly speak-
ing apout it. We should think peace, speak
peace and act peace. ,

The chief idea behind all peace-loving orga-
nisations like the United Nations, is that all
mankind are sisters and brothers. if that be
so, how can people kill one another, hate
others, grab others land and enslave another
nation, how ecan they deprive another of his
birthright? 'l'oday no one is independent, no
country is really independent, We have to
depend on other countries for our bare necessi-
ties, lor our basi¢ needs. Modern methods of
communication and contact have produced
atartling resuits. The printed word, radio,
television, modern education etcetera have
brought the world closer to each other. Space
travel makes us feel the whole universe is one,
and that we are one world.

No human quality is a prerogative of a
particular religion, nation, race or culture
All those who have eyes to see and minds to
understand will realize that all acts of friend-
ship, pity and large-heartedness are common
to humanity. But alas, when people are
misguided and misled, they speak of and plan
‘just wars’, we even hear and read of “holy
wars’, War is war, “just’ or ‘holy’. Itis not
peace, all war is barbarous,

A factor that contributes very much to the
-spread of peace in society is right specch.
What a wonderful thing is speech; for just a
- word can change a whole man’s outlook
towards good and evil. Are we not really
fortunate in this gift which is denied to
animals? Yet how few of us care to use it

for our own and others welfare. Much trouble
and misunderstanding could be avoided if
only people would be more thoughtful, gentle
and kind in what they say, and more accurate
and sincere in what they write. There is a
saying: The spoken word, the sped arrow and
Lhe lost opportunily can never be recalled.

Speech is a gift of great value since through
it we can express thoughts and ideas which
can be shared with others. In all our speech
and writing we only make use of the few
letters in the alphabet, but what marvels and
wonders we can do with these few letters. 1f
the tongue, which is boneless and pliable, 1s
allowed to become unruly, it can play havoc.
We should, therefore, be fearless but cautious
in giving tongue to our thoughts, for a word
uttered thoughtlessly and without due cousi-
deration as to consequences, may lead to chaos.
If we could but tame our tongue, would not
the world be a far better place to live in.

People are too fond of idle talk, of mali-
ciously disparaging others. The papers m
their gossip colummns are just as bad. Men
and women with time on their hands,indulge
in endless chatter, amusing themselves at the
expenses of others. Gossip Is always a
personal confession either of malice or mmbe-
cility. It is a low, frivolous and too often a
dirty business in which neighbours are made
enemies for life.

Pleasant and courteous speech attraects
and is an asset to society, yet how often is
beauty marred by rude talk. e language of
the heart, the language thal comes from the
heart and goes 1o the heart, is always simple,
graceful and full of power.
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Library: A Human Need

Library if effectively used, is one of the most
universal media of communication. For it
contains a wide range of books by which men
. give adequate information to thousands and

millions ot people about Religion, Science, Art,
Culture of peoples, history of nations, politics
~ and governments of countries, in fact on every
topic under the sun. Novels, fiction, drama,
biographies of Saints and heroes may give
ample relaxation to tired minds after a day’s
work. Many are the rich benefits man can
 derive from communication made by men
through books, of their personal or social or
cultural experience of different peoples in
various countries. Readings of these books
convey the wealth of human life among all
peoples so that a library may be summed up
as “LEARN AND LIVE”. Learn from the
life experience of other people, learn from their
exemplary lives, resplendent with truth and
virtue, love and service, learn from the study,
reflection and experiments of great men of
thinking, learn even from anxieties, worries,
failures and painful problems of suffering
people, learn from the failures and successes of
men and women in various walks of life in the
wide world. Library becomes an oasis of
knowledge to students and professional mien.
It may be counted as most effective means of
sharing the knowledge of mankind in every
age.

Not only LEARN, but LIVE. Live a fuller
human and religious life with sound morality
and integrity of conduct. Live to build up
your personality with the experience of other
people, eut and adjusted to suit your own
personal living structure, live to improve your
tamily standard of life to fill in better under-
standing, joy and happiness; live to be a
respected and energetic citizen to serve the
people of your country with selfless giving
live to be a man who accentuate religious
values as the basis of social and political life
among your brethren; Live to be an educated
man or woman to serve the needs of your
countrymen with up-lifted hands crying for
help and solution of their cruciating problems.
Make the library come into the very structure
of your life, in its total integrity, in all its
relationships to others, to God and men,
Library gives learning, and learning must not

be permitted to die in selfishness and egocen-

'h-gﬁﬁ

They Most Rev., Dr. Nicholas Marcus
Fernando, Aychbishop of Colombo

trism. Books themselves are a service to
mankind. Those who gather knowledge from
the gifts of books must make use of their
learning to serve others, and to build up a
truly human and virtuous community to the
country. It is a service to the nation.

At the same time, the management of the
Library may take a warning. There is good
and evil in the world, but evil and good live
in the hearts of men. From an evil heart
flow evil thoughts that may somelimes find
expression in the books. The weakness of
human mind may at times twn and twist
anything good to work as an instrument of
cvil. The power to put human talent to the
best use for the good of the society and feliow-
men may not be the possession of all authors.
From them may issue forth literary works
that my wield an evil influence specially on
the impressive and formative age of youbh.
Strict supervision should be imposed on the
intake of books to the library so as to prevent
such unhealthy influence on growuig up
children. The setting apart of a seetion only
for adults, beyond the reach of inexpericiced
children, must not be lightly overlooked or
neglected, if the library is to stand as a centre
of wholesome education of the people. Library
must provide security of virtue to all men,

The demanding necessity of a library in
every section of a society springs from the
very paradoxical nature ol the human intellect
namely its inexhaustible, well nigh infinite
capacity for knowledge and its helplessness to
achieve it without the co-operation of others,
His rich potential and actual poverty is the
paradox of the mind. His spiritual capacity
has no dimension, has no horizon; to the end
of his earthiy life it marches on without
reaching the perfection he is capable of. At
no time of his life he can say ‘I have nothing
more to learn'. Created to the image of God,
he has an unlimited capacity to learn. By
nature man is a ereature of two worlds, spiritual
world and material world, equally at home in
both, but never fully at home in either. His
spiritual world draws from the material world
and both worlds seem to be withot horizon.
There is no end to the draw from the spiritual
and material world into his own personal
spiritual field, But his own actual poverty
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make him call for help from all people neat and

lar. At burth his mind i1s a white blank with

nuthing Wrivels on,  As years pass by, Lo end
of tune, he gathers up to nis lively sheet know-
ledge from whatever source he can, In him is
4 natural craving for knowldege, a thirst
unsatiable, Library is an effective means
that provide him all possible material of
knowledge through the life-experience of
millious of men Living in their books through
the ages and generatons. A pubiic‘ library
may stand to comparison with a university,
the seat of learning where men are trained i
every branch of science and art and technology
i all professional walks of human life in the
society, A public library is a clear fountain
of learning where any man can draw waters
to slake his thirst for knowledge practically
universal. A library’s riches are books.
Library has his advantage over a university,
that is not confined to a few years of a man’s
life for acquisition of knowledage, for it opens
- its campus to any person for all tune even for
the length of his e, until at least the dullness
of old age creeps . A library does ¢ven more
than that, for it opens the whole arena of
history and experience from the beginning of
time to man’s present day with even a vision
for the future. For example within the pur-
view of Christian Religion, the Bible, that
should be found in any publie ilbrary gives us
a4 glimpse of ereation, the beginning of exist-
ence of life, and the birth and history of a
nation in relation to the surrounding nations
thousands of years before Christ,

The library is a collection of a great number
of books. The contents of the books record
in an orderly pattern words and c¢xpressions
that arve the signs of a man’s thought that tells
men his experience with men and matters and
somefimes his research into specific areas of
knowledge through a life-time. The books
carry the student or the reader through
thousands of years of experience of men in the
past and the findings of intellectual giants,
Through this study and ‘reading, he builds up
religious, spiritual, moral social and scientific
values, not only for himsell, but for his fellow
men, even he sets standards of life for others
to build up a just community. It is precisely
the man, with a healthy intellectual craving,
who not only drinks deep the cup of joy in his
own personal and integrate fulfilment of life,
but hands over the cup to other men, to his
fellowmen in the community, to have their
fill m building up their own personality in
relation to God and man. For just as God is
communicative, He has made man with

iniate tendency, to communicate whatever he
gathers to other men for their owir benefit and
fulfilment. ieariiag he has collected and
stored in his own intellectual capacity, he will
communicate to others by spoken or written
word or he himself becomes a living book
wherein people read true values of life.

But library would be a dead material, unless
it is made alive by living people. As in a
university, there are no protfessors who take
you by the hand along the avenues of know-
ledge. Library is a fountain of water where
you have to go and draw to salke your thirst.
If a survey is taken in Sri Lanka, particularly
of the adults outside the student world, 1t
would certainly reveal that our reading public
is ;alarmingly poor. Even of this minority,
many are limited Lo a daily paper and perhaps
a rare novel.  Hence those responsible of both
religion and society must provide the incentive
of reading and study to the public. The

. development of this natural craving for know-

ledge must be made part and parcel of school
and adult education. The school children
must be urged, not to_confine themselves to
the study of text books, but to a wider circle
of supplementary reading for general know-
ledge. It is with pride and gratitude, that we
recall a certain professor of our college, who
made us all read a hook per week and size
with precision its summary to give it in public
in class in a two minute relay. Just as they
enjoy the pleasure of fulfilment of bodily
instinets in the field of games, sportsand athle-
tics, so they must be trained to feel and enjoy
the pleasure in fulfilment of their natural
craving for knowledge in the field of study and
reading. As adults then, they grow into the
habit of reading and study, which they will
integrate into the joy of their life. Man's
power to believe in, and learn from, his fellow-
men will drive him through life easily and
comfortably. This natural drive in man to
content with things, he does not know or
knows only partially, should be made alive
and active to make him feel happy in the
constant acquisition of knowledge to enrich
his mind and heart. IFrom the beginning to
the end of his life, one of man's fundamental
pre-occupations should be to enhance his
intellectual capacity, which may be counted as
his specifically human funection.

Hence those responsible and in authority
both in Religion and Ministry of Education
should make one of their primary concerns to
provide the public with libraries, not only in
the city, but in the rural areas as well,
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From the Ramalrishna Mission

I am zery happy to learn that a new building to howse the Public Libravy
is Lo be opened on 17th December 1950, The importance of a fully equipped Library
seed not be stressed too strong as it is a must_for the further improvement of ones
kenowledge already aequived in sehools and colleges. It is my wish that not only

tmportant towns but each and every village also has a library.

I wish the fuvetion all sueceess.

Swami Prematmananda
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Irom

Sir Razilke Fareed

As an eduwcationist and legislator for many decades I have always felt the necd for
a Public Library—in fact many libravies all over the Island, so that millions can benejit
by the knowledge they ean swin and withowt much expense to themseloes.

The Holy Prophet Muhwmmad has said “The Ink of the Scholar is Greater than
the Sword of the Martyr™. Passing the Gobi Desert to get to China is very arduous but
to lay emphasis on Education owr Holy Prophet has said “Go Even Unto China in Search
of Knowledge”. Other world religious leaders have also siressed on the acquisition and
dissemination of knowledge. So it is our sacred duty to spread knowledge to the young
and old far and wide.

I came 1o know of the activities of the Public Libvary when I was a member of the
Colombo Municipal Couneil for seceral terms in the early part of my political career.
I know of the wonderful and useful work it was doing even then affording the very vital
reading matter to those who could not afford.

It has certainly come a long way since it was established in July 1925 by the
amalgamation of the Colombo Library and the Pettah Libvary. The books in the library
are classified according to the Dewey Decimal Classification Scheme, with separate cata-
logues maintained for Sinhala, Tamil, English and Reference Books. The Central Library
has expaneded into a Leading Library, Reference Library, Reading Room, Children’s
Library and the Study Hall. The Central Library has over 51,400 members, and its
extension activities inchide film shows, story hours, handieraft howr and a stamp bank for
childven. Natwrally, the Library deserves a bigger building for its activities—and T am
dlad the New Building is a substantial one which we in Colombo can proudly acclaim as
the Colombo Library.

There are also eleven branch libraries with a mobile library.

When I was in the State Council, in the Senate and in Parliament, I was always
an advocate for the advancement of education, not only for my own community but for the
whole country as a whole—with the establishment of schools, training colleges and other
institutions. A brary atlached to each such institution was a ‘sine gua now’. «
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I expect to see this modern and  fully equipped Lbrarvy take its proud position

amang the like Institution in the world.

The Colonho Public Library was specially dear to wme, for I know that thousands
of children from modest and poor families benefitted greatly by wsing the lbrary facililies.
and many of them who are today holding high positions in public and scholastic life owe

so wmuch to what they gleaned from the Colombo Public Library.

1 congratulate the Coloinbo Municipal Council and the evergreen Mayor Sirisena
Caooray and the Chief Litravinn, Mrs. Ishvavi Corea. and her staff for the excellent work
being done for the enlightenment and advancement of many—epsecially the young and

adalescent.

Sir Razik Tarveed
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Labraries-Ancient and Modern

Library is derived from the Latin word
liber’, which means a book. Tlence, library
means a place where books arve kept.. If the
collection of books belong to a private person
it is usually referred to as a “private collection’.
but if it is for the use of the public it is ealled
a ‘Publie Library’. The existence of hooks
and colleetions of books in the midst of a
people is a measure of their civilization and
conversely the eomplete absence of hooks or
sians of wholesale destruction of books is a
measure of their barbarism.

Rome at the height of its cultural attain-
ments is said to have had 28 libraries and after
the hordes of vandals descended on Rome and
savked it in the fifth century of the Christian
era, none of those librarvies had been left in tact.
The books have been burnt or used for other
purposes. Fortunately. a century earlier
Constantine the Great had removed his capital
from Rome to Constantinople, where he set
up some fine libraries to which he had shifted
copies of the manuscripts from Rome. A
thousand years later when the Turks eaptured
Constantinople many of the manuscripts were
removed by panie-stricken menks and sold or
otherwise scattered throughout Europe and
learning spread to the masses through the
Universities and other centres of leaming,
mainly the monasteries. :

In ancient Assyria and Babylonia archaco-
logieal exeavations have brought to light great
colleetions of elay tablets with inseriptions on
them, These inseriptions have heen made on
soft elay. eniinto suitable size and dried in the
sun or baked on embers. Experts have found
these to be records of historieal events of those
times, astronomical records, laws governing
the eonduetls of the people and their religions
ceremonies, A great collection of these tablets

were found forming a ‘library® about the vear

2.500 B.C.

When we lurn to the Fast, exeayations in
Sind and Punjab have brought to light a
civilization even older than that of Babylon-
The Indus Valley eivilization. At Mohenjo-

Dr. M. C. M. Kaleel

Daro, clay tablets were found with writings on
them, but archaelogists have not yet sueceeded
in deciphering them. But the remains of
buildings, domestic ntensils, potteries, a svstem
of water supply, drainage of waste water and
other sanitary arrangements, publie baths ete.
reveal a high rate of civilization and cultural
attainments even older than the Vedantic
period of Indian History,

Barly human records have also been found
written on barks of trecs, on specially prepared
skins of animals or chiselled on stones, thin
plates of bronze. iron and lead and also on
ivory. They have also been colleeted together
and preserved like some of our modern
libraries,

In ancient Egyptl. 3,000 years or so before
the Christian era books were written on sheets
of papyrus, made from the papyrus plant,
from whieh the word ‘paper’ is dervived. These
plants grow in profusion on the banks of the
river Nile. Now they are becoming scarce and
can only be found in the upper regions of the
river, These papyrus writmg material was
used not only in Egypt but large quantities
were exported fo Greece and Rome. where
thev were extensively used in their everyday
transactions, for writing letters to their friends
and relations living in distant parts of the
empire, for official documents and for writing
their great epie poems and literature.

Papyrus books were nol bound like our
beoks but were in the form of rolls or ‘volumen’,
from which the word ‘volume’ is derived. The
sheets were glued together to form rolls 6 lo
12 inches wide and 15 to 40 feet long with
writings on one side only and rolled aronnd
brightly painted or gilded rods fitted with
knobs at both ends.

Farly Egyptian writings were in the form
of pictures (picture writing) or heiroglyphics
which meant sacred carvings. For hundreds
of vears no one could read or understand those
writings though Egyptologists made guesses.
The key to the mystery was Tound by a stroke
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of wood luck. It was the discovery of the
amous ‘Rosetta Stone” at Memphis m 1894,
Lt was the commemorative stone on which was
carved two dilferent Egyptian seripts followed
by a Greek version of the writings. By
comparing the Greek translation with the
Eeyptian texts an ingenious French scholar
named Champalion was able to discover the
meaning of the ancient seripts and to begin
the reconstruction of the Egyplian language.
Other scholars took up the work and the
meaning of those strange inseriptions over
which scholars had so long puzzled in vam
was gradually unravelled.

It is evident from the writings and monu-
mients of ancient Egypt that they were a very
religious people. It is their religious fuith that
had made them build those énormous monu-
ments (pyramids) for the dead. for they
helieved that the soul lives on after death and
often returns to the body and enjoyvs the food
as well as the company that had been incarce-
rated along with the mummified dead body.
They also believed that they would be judged
by their gods on their actions while they were
on earth and rewarded or punished acecordingly.

History relates that one of the greatest
libraries in the old world was established at
Alexundria by the Ptolamies who ruled Egypt
after its conquest by Alexander the Great, the
Macedonian. ~As early as 424 B.{. the
Egyptians itvented a yearly calender, with
12 months of thirty days each and added to
it an extra five feast-days to make up the
365 days of the solar year. This is said to be
the first event in history to which we could
give an exact date. By this calendar they
could predict the time that the waters of the
Nile would rise and flood the low-lying lands
and be prepaved for the next cultivation.
Inseriptions ot ivory. ebony and gold plates
tell us of their well organised administration
and of their wars with the desert tribes and;
various other matters of interest to the people’
of that time. Among the many objec §
discovered in the tombs ave the oldest surviving
books consisting of rolls of papyrus packed in
jars and neatly lubelled. Some of these ave
story hooks. Others tell of ship wreeks and
the wanderings of the erew in Asia and wonder
dales of magicians.  There ave songs and
ffoems in praise of the Pharoahs. a few works
to sciencg including the oldest medical books
we know o a papyrus roll 66 feet long.  All
this knowledge has become available to us

because of the books and other inseriptions
left by those ancients.

The Greeks have left us a most wonderful
colleetion of literature; epic poems like
Homer’s Hiad and the Odyssey, dramas such
as the tragedies of Aeschylus and Sophecles.
astronomical works of Ptolemy, physics of
Archimedes. biological scienee of Aristotle
and medical treatises of Hippocrates and
Glen,

The ancient history of our own country.
Sri Lanka, has been derived from chronicles
written on ola leaves and preserved in temples,
The Mahavansa is the best source from
which Sri Lanka’s early history is derived.
Ola is made out of palmyrah or similar palm
leaves eut into strips. The writing is carried
out by a ‘style’ or writing instrument, that
makes a deep impression on the leaf. The
leaves are bound together between wooden
covers highly polished and decorated. The
chronicles written about the fifth century AD..
are said to have been based on earlier ehronicles
which have been lost. Being written by
bhikkhus it naturally pays greater attention
to the religious aspect such as the building of
Dagohas, the maintenance and feeding of
large number of priests by the king and other
meritorious deeds such as the building and
maintenanee of hospitals and their glorious
performances in their wars than any deseript-
ions of everyday life of the people—whatever
that may be. the Sinhalese people would not
know anything of their origin, or their religion
or the glorious deeds of their ancestors and
rolers had it not been for the discovery of the
almost forgatten colleetion of writings so
carelully prescrved in their temples.

In Europe, with the spread of learning and
the establishment of Universities and libraries

Sithe demand for writing material increased
_and there was an enormous shortage of pap-
£ yrus paper.
P skins  of animals. Al

People began once more sl
Pergamum  in - Asia
Minor skins of goats and sheep were prepared
specially by a refining process and called
parechment. There was also a very line
parchment made out of ealf-skin called vellum.
These began to replace papyvrus but they are
very costly, Writing was still confined to the
moenasterics and perhaps to a few libraries
attached to the Universities and those learned
in the arl of writing spent dayvs, months and
even vears copying manuscripts, for there was
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no printing press those days and every book
had to be hand written and copied one by one,

Many of these hooks have beautiful decor-
ations and illustrations of bright colours an
gold. Many of the Mediaeval books consist
of hibles and other religious writings. Next
come books of law, medicine, natural history,
astrology, works of Greelk and Roman authors
and world-renowned travellers in foreign and
far off lands. Some of the more valuable
books were often chained to the desks in the
libraries: so that scholars and students can
refer to them but not remove them from the
libraries, But none of these ancient collections
of books or libraries conld be called ‘Public
Libraries’, for they were not meant for the
public who were mostly illeterate, even coming
from ancient times down to the Middle Ages.
The Arvabs earried to Spain the art of paper
making which they had learnt in China. The
seribes readily took to paper for writing Lheir
hooks but continued to use par¢hment for their
more valuable documents.

It was China too that first introduced print-
ing. The oldest printed book was produced
in China about the year 868 A.D. and it came
to Iurope in the middle of the fifteenth
century. But i was block printing which
meant a seperate block made for each page.
It was a slow process but soon movable types
were introduced where the same letter-type
could be used over and over again and hund-
reds of printing presses were set up all over
Furope. Hundreds and thousands of books
were turned out and made available to the
public in a large number of book shops scati-
cred over the country and learning became
universal instead of being confined to a few
cleries,

True it took few centuries hefore the primi-
tive printing started by Gutenburg in Germany
and Caxton in England developed into the
present day reel-fed electrically driven rotary
machines that ean turn out thousands of
copies per hour,

In Spain, in the University of Cordova there
was said to have been a library of over 400.000
manuseripts.  Learmed Muslim scholars did
much to spread the writings of Greek philo-
sophers, medical and other seientifie works,
poetry and literature from centres of learning
like Cordova and Baghdad where they trans-
lated Greek writing into Arabic, In Mathe-

maties and Algebra Muslim scholars led the
world. The so called ‘Arabic’ numerals which
we use today were introduced by them. The
word ‘zero’ ‘0" (Arabic sifr—empty) was
intraduced to Mathematics by them. The
richness and grace of their architecture is
evident in whichever part of the world they
settled.

It is an irony of fate that invariably it is
destructive wars that forced scholars to scatter
and spread learning among the masses instead
of being confined to the dloisters or other
exclusive centres of learning.  The sacking of
Baghdad at the height of its glory by Hulagu
and his Mongolian hordes, the evietion or
wholesale massacre of the Muslims from
Audelusia in Spain by Christian forces led by
Ferdinand and Isabelle, the capture of Constan-
tinople, the capital of the Holy Roman Empire
by the Turks, have all helped in the spread
of knowledge from the few to the many and
the establishments of innumerable libraries
for the use of the public.

We now come to modern times. The great
Publie Libraries today to which every one has
aecess and from which anyone who registers
himself and recommended by a responsible
citizen in the area, can borrow books ave of
recent origin. Apart from reading and lending
libraries there are also reference sections from
which books cannot be removed. There are
available in these libraries newspapers and
magazines whieh the publie can freely make
use of. Some of the great libraries that had
existed for eenturies have only recently been
opened. to the publie. Some of the wrold
famous libraries are the British Museum
Library containing millions of books and every
publisher is expected to send a copy of any
new publication to be placed in its shelves;
the | Bibliotheque Nationale in Paris, the
Bodlien Library of Oxford and the maore
recent Cambridge University Library opened
in 1934 and said to contain already nearly
two million volunies; the Vatican Library of
Roeme containing rich manuseripts and books
of historie value; the State Library of Lenin-
grad and the Library of Congress in Wash-
ington. In India teo there are some famous
libraries. The Tmperial Library of Caleutta
and the Sanskrit College Library are famous
throughout India. There arve also libravies in
cach of the great cities in India likg Bombay,
Madras. Delhi and libraries with books written
in all the important languages of India like
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Devanagari, Urdu, Nandinagari, Telegu, Tamil,
Malayalam, Kannada, Granthi, Bangali, Pun-
jabi, Kashmiri ete. A great number of
manuscripts are on ‘ola’ or palm leaves. There
are also libraries attached to the various
branches of the Royal Asiatic Society.

In Sri Lanka, the Museum Library was
started in 1877 with about 15,000 volumes and
thereafter the Public Library mainatined by
the Colombo Municipal Council, and now we
are about to declare open the new library in
the beautiful surroundings of the Vihara Maha
Devi Park (formerly Victoria Park).

Libraries have many enemies both internal
and external. They have to be protected
from dampness, especially in the moist laden
atmosphere of the tropies. They have to be
protected from insects like white ants, silver-
fish, paper borers ete. that rapidly destroy
them at the least neglect and from thieves
who carry away the books or vandals who tear
off pages or write filth inside books for some
viearious pleasure.

The work of the Librarian has increased and
become more and more complicated as the
sizc_of the library increased and it started
rendering  greater service to the public.
Lectures in these great libraries arve a common
feature. Librarians have therefore to he
trained and many Universities have a degrec
course in Librarianship and also post-graduate
courses to keep them up-to-date in their
knowledge. The librarian should be able to
put his finger on any book that is required by
the public. The catalogues should be main-
tained with alphabetical index and kept up-
to-date. The card system of maintaining a
card on every book is also useful specially in
lending libraries. In some libraries books
are printed with the names of authors in

alphabctical order and the titles of bhooks
written by each author so that even if the
titles of the book is forgotten by referring to
the author one could spot the book needed.
This has te be constantly revised.

Just as schools are necessary for the
education of children in a country so are
libraries essential for adults to continue that
education making use of their leisure hours.

‘Reading maketh a full man; conference a
ready man and writing an exact man’ says
that great English philosopher Francis Bacon.

“Libraries are to enable you to profit in full
measure from the writings of the immortals
whom you have at your beck and call’ says
another writer. “The great libraries should be
accessible to all clean and orderly persons at
all times of the day and evening and even on
public holidays; strict law being enforeed for
this cleanliness and quiectness’.

There are many famous men who during
their student days were so poor that they
could not afford a proper education, but by
attending libraries and reading the right kind
of books during their leisure hours have risen
to the highest positions in the service of their
country or in their respeetive vocations,

‘“T'o take a few minutes out of your busy day
to commune with the great writers of all times
is one of the finest habits possible. That
fifteen minutes will carry you on wings of
romance and adventure to other lands, to the
scenes of other days and will break the mono-
tony of your days, will change the course of
your thinking, will give you the privilege of
contact with the great minds whose writings
have stimulated and inspired mankind over
the centuries’.
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FUNCTIONS OF THE LIBRARY

The functions of the Colombo Public Library is to eollect, organize and disseminaie
information by means of printed and audio-visual material, needed for the progress of the
community.

The Library provides material with a view to:—
— Meeting the informational needs of all.

— Hnriching and further developing the subjects on which individuals are undertaking
formal education.

— Encouraging wholesome reecreation and constructive use of leisure time.
— Supporting educational, civie and cultural activities of groups and organizations,
— Facilitating informal self-education.
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THE COLOMBO PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM
Central Library

Sir Marecus Fernando Mawatha,
Colombo 7.

Opening Hours

Lending Library —8.00 a.mn.-8.00 p.m. all days except Wednesdays and Public
Holidays.
Reference Library o B, Py
Special Collection Room i —do —
Newspaper and Periodicals Room — —do —
Periodicals Room — —do —
Study Room = =y
Children’s Library — = A=
Audio Visual Library — PR O
Technical Services Departments:
Sinhala Books Dept. -—8.80 a.m.-4.15 p.m. all days except Saturdays, Sundays
and Public Holidayvs.
Tamil Books Dept. A YT
English Books Dept. — — do—
Bindary and Withdrawals Dept. — =l —
General Administration Section —_ —do—
Mobile Library Service — The Mobile Library operates on all days except on

Sundays and Public Holidays, according to a
programme, at service points within the City.

Branch Libraries

Kirillapona Branch Library,
High Level Road,
Kirillapona, Colombo 6.

() Adult’s Library (Upper floor) —8.00 a.m.-8.00 p.m. all days except Thursdays
and Public Holidays.
(b) Children’s Library (Ground floor) s —do —

Kotahena Branch Library,
Market Premises,

Kotahena. Colombo 13. —8.00 a.m.-8.00 p.m. all days except Tuesdays

and Public Holidays. .
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Mihindu Mawatha, Branch Library,

Mihindu Mawatha,

Colombo 12. —8.00 a.m.-8.00 p.m. all days except Wednesdays
and Public Holidays.

Elliot Place, Branch Library,

Elliot Place,

Colombo 8. —12.45 p.m.-8.00 p.m. all days except Fridays
and Public Holidays.

Peterson Lane Branch Library,

Peterson Lane,

Colombo 6. —12.45 p.m.-8.00 p.m. all days except Fridays
and Public Holidays.

Goonesinghe Park Branch Library,

Goonesinghe Park,

Colombo 11. —12.45 p.m.-8.00 p.m. all days except Mondays
and Public Holidays,

Kettarama Branch Library,

Kettarama Mawatha,

Colombo 14, —12,45 p.m.-8,00 p.m. all days except Mondays
and Public Holidays.

Belmont Street Branch Library,

Belmont Street,

Colombo 12. —12.45 p.m.-8.00 p.m. all days except Fridays
and Publie Iolidays. '

Buona Vista Branch Library,

Buona Vista Park, :

Colombo 15. —12.45 p.m.-8.00 p.m. all days except Wednesdays
and Public Holidays,

Mattaklkuliya Branch Library,

Central Road,

Colombo 15. —12.45 p.m.-8.00 p.m. all days except Tuesdays
and Public Holidays.

Elie House Park Branch Library,

Elie House Park,

Colombo 15. —11.45 a.m.-7.00 p.m. all days except Mondays
and Public Holidays.

Maligawatte Branch Library —{(To be opened shortly).
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THE COLOMBO PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM

Introduction

Sri Lanka has an aneient history and an
ancient library tradition. The history of
libraries goes back to about the third century
B.C., forllowing the growth of a religious
literature and the writing of the commentaries
in the language of the people.  When the texts
of the Buddhist doctrine were written in the
first century B.C.. during rh.: reign of King
Vattagamini Abhaya (103-77 B.C. } copics of
those texts were suppu&-t’.d to have heen
deposited in all the leading temples of the
Island. Till then the Teipitaka was handed
down orally by “reciters”. TIrom this time
onwards the “Pirivena’ (abode of the monks)
became the eentre of learning for the monks.
These pirivenas became the repositories of ola

leal manuscripts and according to the Maha- -

vamsa or the Great Chronicle of Ceylon, holy
books were {aken, carved for and “kent safe in
the libraries attached to the viharas™. Mest
of the temples of today have libraries of ola

leaf manuseripts and still serve the needs of

th= Buddhist seholar.

Subscription libraries for select readers were
established with the coming of the British.
Government officials and  serviee personnel
made use of these libraries. But those
educated in the indigenous languages had to go
to the temples.

The year 1945 is considered to be a landmark
in the history of education. Free education
was introduced rom the Kindergartan to the
University with Sinhala or Tamil as the
medium of instruction. There was a demand
for reading materials in both the languages.
In 1956 Sinhala was made the official language.
Henee there was a popular demand for 1vadzng
materials in Sinhala. This brought about a
change in the type of patrons using the library.
This also paved the way for patrons from all
walks of life to make use of the library.

City of Colombo

Colombo built on low.. swampy ground is
first heard of as a Moorish trading settlement.
The present site of Colombo is "nl,l(] to have
been used by Arab traders as early as the
ninth century A.D.

With the advent of the Portuguese in
1505 A.D. Colombo developed into a garrison
city. The main legacy left behind b} the
]’O]‘Lll‘!u(‘bt’ is the Roman Catholic Religion.

The Duteh captured the eity in 1656 A.D.
Their nccupatiun lasted for a period of
140 years.” During this period they ruled more
effectively than the Portuguese although their
taxation was systematic and heavy. They-
left two major legacies-the Roman Duteh
Law which remains as the respected basis of
the legal system up to date and the roads and
canals constructed by them.

Ceylon was eeded by the Duteh to the
British in 1796 A.D. but it was not until 1815
A.D. with the fall of the Kandyan Kingdom.
the last strong hold of the Sinhala Kings, that
Colombo became the Island’s capital. With
the coming of the British the Christian missio-
naries mtr‘odut‘od a systematic method of
education. English beecame the medium of
instruetion as well as the official language of the
country.

People who had the opportunity became
proﬁcmnf in English so that they could hold
olfice in the British Government, and English
was given the pride of place in the field of
edueation.

History of the Ceolembo Public Library

The library’s “ancestry’” can be traced to
the early nineteenth century, to the Colombo
and Pettah libraries and the United Ser vr{'e*-
Library.

The United Services Library

1t was the oldest library and was established
in 1813 mainly for the nse of the armed forces.
The authorities. were finding it difficult to
maintain the library, and in 1874, a deeision
was taken at a public meeting held in Colombo,
to merge with the Colombo Library.

The Colombo Library

AL its inauguralion in 1824 i1 was housed in
the General Post Office building. When
operations for rebuilding the latter were begun
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in 1891 the library was moved to St. Peter’s
Church. It remained there till 1895, when it
was moved back to the G.P.O. In 1924, there
were 10,000 volumes in this library

The Pettah Library

This was a popular subscription library
established in 1829 by a group of persons in
Colombo, consisting of the English educated
elite of lawyers, civil servants and others,
The Governor was the President and he took
the Chair at meetings and public lectures,
Onc such leeture was delivered by John
Ferguson on “The early days of the British
rule in Ceylon™. This lecture was delivered
in 1903 on behalf of the Colombo Pettah
Library Building Fund. In February 1925
this library had a collection of 6,000 books.
The Colombo Library and the Pettah Library
were subsidised by the Government. After
the first world war this support was with-
drawn and the two libraries found it difficult
to carry on. In 1924 the situation became
worse and the authorities of the two libraries
were forced to accept the proposals put for-
ward by the Colonial Seeretary to handover
the two libraries to the Trustees of the Sri
Chandrasckera Fund, and through them to
the Colombo Municipal Council.

At the time of handing over the total
collection of the two libravies was about
20,000 hooks.

In 1923 attempts had been made by Mr. T.
Reid, the then Chairman of the Colombo
Municipal Council, and Mr. E. W. Javawardene,
Father of our President, Iis Excelleney
J. R. Jayawardene, the then Member for
the New Bazaar Ward. to establish a
Public Library and a free reading room.
But this had to be abandoned due to the lack
of accommodation and funds.

The year 1924 is significant in the history
of the Colombo Public Library. TFor it was
about this time that the Sinhala Philanth-
ropist, Mr. James Fernando Sri Chandrasekera
left his entire estate in trust to the government
of Ceylon with the proviso that its proceeds
should be used to help found charitable insti-
tutions and public libravies. The trustees
were the Colonial Secretary of the time,
Mr. Ceeil Clementi and the Government Agent
of the Western Province. Mr. Clementi know-
ing the problems of the two libraries. went a

step further to establish a Public Library. On
January 25, 1924 he summoned a meeting of
the representatives ol the Colombo and Pettah
Libraries and leading members of the public
and informed them of the Sri Chandrasekera
Trust Fund, and the urgent necessity for a
Public Library. His proposal was accepted
and the Colombo Municipal Council
at its meetingof October 1, 1924 passed
a resolution to commence a public library.
Siriniwasa inEdinburgh Crescent, now Sir
Marcus Fernando Mawatha. belonging to  the
Sri Chandrasekera Trust Fund was chosen
to house the libraryon an yearly rent of one
rupee. However,following litigation by some
heirs of the late Mr. Sri Chandrasekera,
the Couneil in September 1940 hought the
premises for Rs. H0,000/-,

The Council at its mecting of 5th November,
1024, appointed a Special Committee of the
Public Library, to which were clected the
Council members Mr. E. W, Jayawardene. g.c.,
Mr. R. L. Pereira, g.¢., Mr. W. E. V. de Rooy
and Dr. E. A. Cooray. The Trustees of the
Sri Chandrasckera Fund, Secretaries and onc
Committee member of the Fort (Colombo)
and Pettah librarvies respeetively. The Hon.
Sir II. M. Fernando xt., Dr. J. Pearson, Prof.
R. Marrs, Prof. Leight Smith and Mr. P. de 5.
Kularatne were also invited to sit with the
Special Committee.

At the Committee meeting certain conditions
were laid down by the Colombo and Pettah
Libraries for the handing over of its colleetions.
Some of the conditions were (1) representation
on the Library Committee (2) the take over of
the entire stafll of the two libraries at the
salaries they were drawing (8) discretion to be
left to the Committee to gift some books fo
certain institutions of their choiee.

The Colembo Public Library

This was established in 1925 by the amalga-
mation of the Combo and Pettah Libraries
At its commencement it had three departments
—the Reading Room, the Lending Library and
the Reference Library. There were seven
members on the staff. with the late Mr. 8. €.
Blok as librarian, Of this stafl two were
Assistant Librarians aged 75 and 45 vespect-
ively. a clerk who could read the titles of the
hooks but could not write English. and three
peons, “



The Lending and Relerence Libraries began
with a book stock of approximately 16,000 in
English. There were no books in Sinhala and
Tamil. The Lending Library had 94 members
and 687 books had been eirculated during its
first year, and 98 hooks had been consulted in
the Reference Library.

The Reading Room begun with 54 periodi-
cals, all in English. and by the end of the year
it had a daily average attendanee of 82 readers.

The Sinhala and Tamil seetions were estab-
lished on a sound footing only in 1951, although
the beginnings of these two scetions go back
to the late forties. With the increasc of
readers and the demand for more books and
other facilities. the Publie Library had to find
more adn better accommodation.

Evolution of the New Building

The importance and urgency for the need
for a new library was realised by the then
Ward Member for Cinnamon Gardens, Mr. 1.
Premadasa. our present Prime Minister and
Minister of Loeal Government. Housing and
Construction and Highways. I not for
Mr. Premadasa’s far-sightedness and vision
there would have been no new library. As
the Chairman of the Public Library Special
Committee of 1964-65. he became personally
aware of the urgency for a new functional
building. The Council accepted the recomm-
endations made by this Committee regarding
the need for a new building. At the invitation
of Mr. R. Premadasa, the foundation stone
was laid at the Vihara Maha Devi Park, by
Mr. M. Vincent Perera, the Mayor at the time,
and now our Minister of Sports and Parlia-
mentary Affairs. on the 30th October, 1965,

As funds werc required a Building Fund
was launched by the Council and the Mayor
at the time was Mr. Jabir A. Cader, now the
2nd M.P. for Celombo Central. This Fund
was inaugurated on the 30th October, 1969,
by the late Mr. Dudley Senanayake, the then
Prime Minister. The Government recognised
this fund as an Approved Charity. Personal
contributions from Mr. Dudlcy Scnanayake,
Mr. J, R. Jayewardene, our President,
Mr. Jabir A. Cader and various other indivi-
duals were received. Mr. R. Premadasa
handed over a cheque for Rs. 25.000 from the
Ministry of Loecal Government and promised
to give another Rs. 25,000 later, In May 1979,

four million rupees was given to the Fund as a
Government Grant. The Council received for
this new building project a promise of a
donation of Rs. five lakhs, from the Anjuman-
1-Saifi, the Assoeciation of the Dawoodi Borah
Merchants of Sri Lanka. A part of this has
already been paid to the Council. They also
abtained the services of the Bombay architect
Mr. Y. €. Merchant to draw up the new build-
ing plan, free of charge. More contributions
were received from public spirited people from
time to time, but this money was hardly
sufficient even for the foundation work.

After the foundation stone was laid in 1965,
the construction of the foundation was handed
over to Messrs Julian Fernando in April 1971,
but as he was unable to complete the work on
time, the contract had to be cancelled in May
1974, and the 4th D & C Regiment of the
Sri Lanka Army was asked to finish the work
in January 1975.

In 1976 the original plan was abandoned
and Lhe State Engineering Corporation sub-
mitted fresh plans. This was accepted by the
Couneil and the construction of the building
was handed over to Majeedson’s ILitd. of
Colombo 3, by the Council in early 1977, But
unfortunately  this contractor did not
commence work on the project although he
was awarded the contract.

With the present government coming into
power, the work of the new building
recommenced. It is again the dynamic
Mr. Premadasa as the Minister of Local Govern-
ment, Housing and Construction who directed
the late Mr. B. A. Jayasinghe, the Special
Commissioner at the time, to start on this
project immediatcly. With the approval of
the Minister, a letter of award was issued in
January 1978, handing over the contraet to
Messrs U. N. Gunasekera and the work started
in May. the same year. This work was carried
out in two stages and has cost the Council
approximately Rs. 17 million.

The completion of this project even 15 years
later would not have been possible if not for
the keen interest taken by the Prime Minister,
the Hon. R. Premadasa. It is both strange
and also appropriate that this building
proposed by Mr. R. Premadasa as the ward
member of Cinnamon Gardens, has become a
reality during his stewardshipe as Prime
Minister of Sri Lanka,
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The Citizens of Colombo in particular and
the people of Sri Lanka in general owe a deep
debt of gratitude to the Hon. Ranasinghe
Premadasa. As stated earlier the late Mr. E.
W. Jayawardene, His Excellency’s father was
one of the prime movers in establishing the
Colombo Public Library in 1925. Tt is fitting
that his son, His Exeellency J. R. Jayewardene,
will declare open this new library on the
17th December 1980, together with the
Honourable Ranasinghe Premadasa,

NEW BUILDING

The new Public Library Building is an
unique addition to the landscape of Cinnamon
Gardens, It contributes to the cultural comp-
lex of Ananda Coomaraswamy Mawatha and
with the Library’s established reputation there
is no doubt whatsoever that its influence will
he felt further by all the people of Sri Lanka.

The approach to the main entrance of the
Library is over a paved path and a pond.
There is a driveway for those using vehicles,
from Sir Marcus Fernando Mawatha. The
staff entrance is from Ananda Coomaraswam v
Mawatha and the entrance to the Multi Pur-
pose Hall is also from this same gateway.
There is a central courtyard. Corridors link
the two wings of the library. There are four
stairways and a lift.

The building has 100.00 ' sq. [t. and consists
of a Main Block and Auditorium and Refectory

Block, including public toilets, garages and
rest room facilities to minor employvees,

INSTITUTIONAL SERVIGCES AND
SITUATION

Plan of Ground Floor

The Grownd Floor:

1. Information Unil

2. (Cloak Room

3. Security Desk

4. Exhibition Area

5. Control (Lending Library Counter)
. Lending Library

7. Newspaper and Periodicals Room
8. Children’s Library

9. Work Area of Technieal Stafl’

(i) Sinhala Books Department
(ii) Tamil Books Department

(iii) English Books Department
(iv) Binding and Withdrawals
Department
10, Mobile Library Room

11. Staff Toilets

Information Unii: VFor routing inquiries.
The telephone exchange is also located here.

Cloalk Room: Readers are expected to hand
over their bags., files. parcels ete.. at the
Cloak Room before entering any section of the
Library except the Study Room.

Seeurity Desk. Every borrower, when
removing books from the Library should pro-
duce them at the exit Security Desk for the
purpose of inspection.

Exhibition Area. For permanent exhibi-
tions, display of books. works of art. handi-
crafts cte.

Control (Lending Library Counter). Charg-
ing and discharging of books, enrolment and
renewal of membership. and reservations of
hooks,

Lending Library (Adult’s Section). A wide
selection of books in Sinhala, Tamil and
English is available to members for home
reading. The Lending Library also maintains
the following: A Special Collection. A text
book collection, large print books (for the
partially sighted), and a collection of shect
music. For further particulars please see
Rules and Regulations, Sections 20-38.

Newspaper and Periodicals Room. This
section is open to the publie irrespective of
membership. A wide range of popular perio-
dicals for recreational reading and current
information in all three media are provided.
Newspapers, both local and foreign, gazetles
ete. are also available in this section.

Children’s Library. A good collection of
books, newspapers and magazines in all three
media is made accessible to children up to the
age of approximately 14 years. Books for
both lending and reference are available.
There are separate sections in the Children’s
Library for the very young and the older age
groups. An exhibition area and space for
regular children’s programmes such as story
telling. drawing and handicraft sessions, lect-
ures ete. are provided, There is also a Stamp
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Club and a Stamp Bank for those interested
in philately. The above programmes have
been introduced to encourage children to make
better use of the Library, to draw out their
creative abilities and to develop useful leisure
time interests. Film shows and musical
programmes are also among these regular
programmes. For further particulars pleasc
see Rules and Regulations, Secctions 51-52,

Work area for Technical Staff (Sinhala,
Tamil, English Books Departments, Binding
and Withdrawals Department).  Aguisition,
cataloguing, classification and processing of
Sinhala, Tamil and English books are carried
out in the respective books departments.
Binding and withdrawals work is done in the
Bindary.

Mobile Library Room. The Mobile Library
Collection is housed here.

Plan of First Floor

The First Plooy:

1. Periodicals Room
2. Stack Avea
3. Study Room
4. Conference Room
5. General Administration Area
6. Administrative Assistant’s Office
7. Photoecopying Room
8. Chief Librarian’s Oflice
9, Deputy Librarian’s Office

10. Store Room

11. Stalf Rest Rooms and Toilets.

Periodicals Room. Open to members as
well as non members of the Library. Perio-
dicals and pamphlets of a more specialized
nature in all three languages are available in
this seetion. Coverage is given to many
subject areas.

Staclk Area. Back numbers of periodicals
and hound periodicals are stored in this area.

Study Room. A separate room with 350
seats enable students to use it for study with
hooks of their own or those horrowed from the
Lending Library. See also Rules and Regu-
lations, Section 47-50.

Conference Room. To be used for confer-
ences,

General Administration Section, Programm-
ing, establishment, maintenance, finance ete.
is carried out in this department.

Photocopying Room. A photocopying service
is available at the General Administration
Section on payment of a small fee.

Plan of Second Floor

The Second Floor:
1. Reference Library
2.  Speeial Collection Room
3. Audio-Visual Library
(i) Individual Listening Room
(i1) Video Viewing Room
(iil) Stack Room
4. Stack Area

Reference Library. Open to all members of
the public. Good coverage is given to books
in all subject fields in Sinhala, Tamil and
Knglish. A ready reference collection of
dictionaries, encyclopaedias, dircetories, year
books, hand-books, atlases and maps is
provided. Newspaper clippings on subject
of educational, historical and cultural interest
arc available in all three languages.

Special  Collection Room. 'The following
special collections are maintained.

*Spi Lanka (Ceyloniana) collection, compris-
ing of books and other material pertaining
to Sri Lanka.

#*Distriet and City of Colombo.

FBuddhism.

“Fine Arts.

*Rare Books.

#Tatin and Greek Classies.

*(Government Publications,

*Local Periodicals.

“United Nations Publications.
Books and other material stored in locked
cupboards can be obtained from the Librarian

on application. See also Rules and Regu-
lations, Seetions 43-46.

Audio-Visual Library. 'The Audio-Visual
Library comprises of an individgial listening
room, a video viewing room and a stack room.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



The Individual Listening Room provides
facilities for listening to gramophone records,
cassettes ete. of music, speeches, poems,
dramas, stories, folk tales and topical recording.
Listening cubieals are provided for listening
to individual choices of programmes. Several
persons can also listen to a selected programme.

The Video Viewing Room has accommod-
ation for 30 persons and is equipped with a
Television Receiver and a Video Cassette
Player. 2

For further particulars please see Rules and
Regulations, Section 55.

Stack Area. Books which are not used
frequently are stored in this area.

Auditoriwm and Refectory Blocl: :

1. Auditorium (Multi-purpose Hall)
2, Canteen

3. Rest Room for minor employees
4. Public Toilets

5. Garage and Cycle Shed.

Auditorium. This is a multi-purpose hall
having a seating capacity of 800 persons, green
rooms, projector room, and a stage. The hall
can be used for a variety of purposes such as
plays, concerts, film-shows, lectures and
exhibitions.

Refectory. Patrons could have their refresh-
ments here.

Garages and Cycle Sheds. Five vehicles can
be garaged and there is sufficient space for the
bicyeles of both patrons and staff.

Art Work. (i) Murals—There are two relicf
sculptures in terracotta on either side of the
Main Entrance to the building depicting the
origin of writing in Sri Lanka.

(ii) Sculpture in pond The main approach
to the building is over a pond, and in this pond
there is a Swan poised for flight depicting the
Hansa Sandesaya (Message Poetry of the Kotte
period i.e. 1412-1580 A.D.).

(iii) Sculpture in the Lobby This depicts
the theme of books, reading and silence, using
the idea of the Three Wise Monkeys.

The eitizens of Colombo in particular and
thie people of Sri Lanka in general should be
very grateful to the Colombo Municipal Council
for providing them with this magnificent
building and the many resources for their use.

The patrons of this Library should while
making use of its many up to date resources
take pride in their library and see that it is
maintained in its present state they should
try their ntmost to avoid mutilation of books,
periodicals and other materials.

THE LIBRARY BELONGS TO YOU.

HOW TO FIND A BOOK

Books are arranged on the shelves according
to class numbers (classification numbers)
appearing on the spine of books. Each number
represents the subject content of the book.
Books on the same subject are found together.
Those on related subjects are kept in close
proximity. The Dewey Decimal Classification
scheme is used to classify books.

I'iction books are arranged alphabetically
according to the surnames of the authors.

The Special Collections in the Reference
Library however, are arranged according o
special classification schemes deviced by the
Library to suit its needs. as given below:—

*Rare Books—RA precedes the normal
Dewey Decimal Classification numbers
for these books.

*Buddhist Books—RB is used instead of
204.3. The first three letters of the
author’s surname is given.

“Spi Lanka Collection (Ceyloniana)}—RC
precedes the notation, which is a modi-
fication of the Dewey Decimal Classi-
fication.

Classification Scheme for Ceyloniana

RC 0 -— General Works

RC 1 - Philosophy

RC 2 — Religion (excluding Budd-
hism which forms the RB
collection)

RC 38 -~ Sociology

RC 31 — Statistics

RC 32 — Political Seience
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RC 383 — Economies

RC 84  — Law

1C 35 — Public Administration

RC 36 — Social Welfare

RC 837 — HKEducation

RC 88 — Commeree

RC 30 — Social Customs

RC 4 -— Language

RC: 5 — Seiehee

RC 55 — Geology (incl. Meneralogy)

RC 57 — Ethnology

RC 58 — TFlora

RC 59 -— Fauna

RC 6 — Useful Arts

RC 61 — Medicine

RC 62 — Engincering

RC 63 — Agriculture

RC 64 -~ Home Economics

RC 65 — Communication, Business

RC 67 — Industry

RE 7 — Fine Arts

RC 8 — Literature

RC 9 — General

RC 91 — Geography, Travel, Descrip-
tion

RC 92 — Biography

RC 93 — Early History

RC 94 — History till 1947

RC 95 -~ Present Day (from 1947)

“Ceylon Government Publications—RD,

with first three letters of author or title

*Fine Arts Books—RF precedes the normal
class numbers of the Dewey Decimal
Classification Scheme

*Bound Periodicals—RG

#*Government Publications of other coun-
tries—RH with first three letters of
author or title,

The catalogue is the key to the Library’s
resources, and the eclassification system is
interpreted to the reader through it. This
enables the reader to locate a book by the name
of author, the title, or the subject. It shows
him what books the library has on any subject
or any author. (A simplified system of
cataloguing is used).

The “Classified Catalogue™ is in three
sections:

(«) Author/Title File
(b) Classified File
(¢) Subject Index

(a) The Author File: shows all the books in
the library under their authors. It is arranged
alphabetically according to the surname of the
author, followed by the fore names, Title
cards are only given for books which have no
authors, these written by more than three
authors, annonymonus works, and classies,

(b) The Classified File: All the entries
(catalogue cards) for books are arranged
according to classification numbers. Books
on the shelves are arranged mainly according
to these numbers. Entries for hooks on the
same subject are filed together. and proceeds
on to related subjects. The order is numerical
e.g. from 000-999,

(¢) The Subject Index: As no person ean be
expected to know the classification numbers to
look up the “Classified File”, a sulject Index
is provided. The reader should consult the
subject index to find the classification number
which stands for the subject he is looking for,

The subjeet Index has a card for each sub-
jeet with the classifiecation number written
against them

e.g.  Agriculture 630
Arithmatie 513
Buddhism 204.3
Chess T94.1

The cards in the subject index are filed in
alphabetical order of the subjeets.

After a reader locates the classification
number, he can go straight to the shelves
where books on the subject arve found. If he
wants to find out all details and the complete
range of books the Library has on the subject.
he should look up the “Classified File” und er
the same classification number.

Each catalogue entry gives the following
basie information about a book:—

(1) Author (2) Title (3) Place of publi-
cation (4) Publisher (8) Date of publication
(6) Number of pages, type of illustrative
matter, and size of book (7) The classi-
fieation number (written on the extreme
right) (8) The accession mumnber written
on the extreme left).
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e.g. Catalogue Entry for a Non Fiction Boolk

Catalogue entries for Fietion Books:—

Author Entry .

51062 345. 549306
PEIRIS, G. L.

The law of evidenee in Sri Lanka,
Colombo, Lake House Investments, 1974,

Xiy 557 p. 22 cny

F 23419
FORESTER, C. S.

The African queen, Harmondsworth,
Penguvin 1956 (1980 repr. ).

190 p. 18 em.

Title Entry:

African queen, by C

I 28419

. 5, Forester.
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Rules and Regulations

1. In the eonstruction of these Rules and Regulations “The Library Authority™ means
the Municipal Council of Colombo.

“Books™ includes magazines, newspapers, pamphlets, pictures. engravings, sketchings,
maps, charts, plans, manuscripts, prints. cassettes. tapes, slides. dises, film reels,
miero-films and other audio-visual material forming part of the contents of the Library.

“Librarian™ includes the Deputy Librarian or an Assistant when the Librarian is
absent,

Words herein importing the masculine gender shall be taken to include females as

well.
2. There shall be an advisory committee composed of the Mayor of the Municipal Couneil
of Colombo, for the time being. who shall be ex-officio Chairman of the Committee and of four
members of the said Council and fourtcen other persons of standing resident in Colombo all of
whom shall be elected at the first meeting of the Council for each year. The Mayor shall in addition
to his original vete have a casting vote in ¢ase of an equality of votes. The quorum shall be five.
Vacancies shall, as they oceur be filled by the Municipal Couneil.

3. The Librarian shall have the general charge of the Library and shall be vesponsible
for the safe kee ping of books and other property belonging to the Library Authority subjeet to
normal library practice. 1Ile shall also have power to suspend the use of the tickets of any borrower,
refuse to issue hooks and refuse the use of any other facility of the Library to any person who
shall neglect or fail to comply with any of these Rules and Rewulatlom and to forbid the use of the
Library by any person not entitled thercto, under Rules and Regulations; but an appeal against
such suspension, refusal or prohibition may be made to the Mayor whose deecision shall be final
and binding and pending such decision the orders of the Libravian shall take effect. Neither the
Librarian nor any other member of the Library Stafl’ shall be liable for damages resulting from a
bona fide exercise of his powers.

L. The Mayor shall have absolute power to refuse the advantages of the Library to allow
such advantages on terms in the case of any person who ecommits a breach of any of these Rules
and Regulations.

5. The Library will be open to members of the publie at such times and on such days as
may be determined from time to time by the Mayor and closed on such other days as the Commi-
ssioner may deem neeessary for stoek taking. cleaning, or other purposes, due notice of which will
be posted in the Library whenever possible.

6. A person shall not give a false name or address for the purpose of entering any part of
the Library or for the purpose of using any facilities provided in connection therewith,

7. A person shall not, unless duly authorised take any book from the Library nor make
a tracing of any portion of a book except with the consent of the Librarian.

8. A person shall not display, distribute, aflix or post any bill, placard or notice nor
offer anything for sale in any part of the Library without the consent of the Librarian.,

0. A person shall not eause or allow any apparatus for the reception of sound. hroad-
casting or for reproduction of sound to be operated in any part of the Library set apart for the
use of the public, exeept with the consent of the Librarian,

- B - .
10, No person suffering from an infectious disease shall enter the Library Premises.
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11. No person shall, while in an unclean condition, either in person or in dress, or while
suffering from an offensive disease use the Library nor shall any person sleep or partake of refresh-
ments in any part of the Library or the premises thereof, except in the canteen.

12. No person shall light any match, or smoke tobacco or any like substance in the
Library, except in such parts as may be sct apart for smoking by the Librarian,

13. No person shall, to the annoyance of any other person, engage in audible conversation
in any part of the Library.

14. No person shall wilfully obstruet, disturb, annoy or interrupt any officer or servant of
the Library Authority. or any other person in the proper use of the Library.

15. No person shall cause or allow any dog or other animal belonging to him, or under
his eontrol to enter or remain in the Library or the premises thereof,

16. All articles belonging to any borrower or reader such as hats, nmbrellas, sticks. bags,
handbags or parcels shall be left in the Cloak Room at the entrance and not brought into any
seetion of the Library. Articles left in the Cloak Room shall be at the patron’s risk and should
be removed before the Library is closed for the day.

17. No person other than an officer or servant of the Library Authority shall enter
or remain in any part of the Library not set apart for the use of the public.

18. No person shall wilfully or earelessly or negligently soil, tear, cut, deface, write upon,
damage. injure or destroy and book or document forming part of the contents of the Library, or
misuse or carelessly or negligently deface. injure, or destroy any part of the Library or any property,
furniture or fittings therein.

19, Any person who in the premises of the Library—

(a) Behaves in a disorderly and unruly manner;
(b) Uses violent, abusive or obscene language;
(¢) Bets or gambles;

(d) Consumes liquor;

or who after being warned persists in remaining in the Library beyond the hours fixed for the
closing thereofl or who is not entitled to the use of the Library or who is suffering from an infectious
or offensive disease may be exeluded or removed from the Library by any officer or servant of
the Library Authority.

Lending Library

20. Subjeet to the rule 4 any person resident or having his office or place of business or
study in Colombo may be admitted as a borrower on payving a non-refundable fee of Rs, 15/- and
va peing guaranteed by the owner/chief oceupant of a house, a flat or an annexe within the Colombo
Municipal limits the rent of which is not less than Rs. 50/- a month and having an annual value of
not less than Rs. 6.000/- per annum or any other person who is acceptable to the Librarian and
presenting the preseribed application signed by him. The Librarian may require him to establish
his identity by producing doeuments acceptable to the Librarvian. Two tickets will be issued to
cach borrower and they shall be left at the Library whenever books are borrowed. Such tickets
which will bear the specimen signature of the borrower in the reverse will entitle a borrower to
remove two books at a time and will be valid for two vears from the date of issue and shall be
renewed every two years thereafter. The fee for the renewal of membership onee ip two yvears
is Rs. 5.00,
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: Books may be borrowed from any Branch Library or Mobile Library on valid Library
tickets issued from the Main Library or any other Branch Library, and books may be borrowed

from the Main Library on any valid library ticket issued from any Branch Library or Mobile
Library.

Books from the Special Collection may be borrowed on any valid library tickets by
producing documents to establish the identity of the borrower to the satisfaction of the Librarian.

Borrowers are cautioned against loosing their tickets as they will be held responsible for any
books taken out on such tickets.

Any person who resides outside the Municipal limits of Colombo and does not have his
place of work or study in Colombo may, at the discretion of the Librarian be admitted as a

borrower on presenting the preseribed application form dul y filled in and on paying a non-refundable
fee of Rs. 15/- and the same guarantee as above.

Any intending borrower may deposit & sum of Rs. 100/- in lieu of a guarantor, in addition
to the payment of the normal non-refundable fee of Rs. 15/-.

21. In the case of a lost ticket at least one months’ notice shall be required for the issue of
a duplicate ticket at the discretion of the Librarian. A duplieate ticket will be issued on making
a payment of Rs, 5/-. :

The issue of a duplicate shall not absolve a borrower from his responsibility for books which
may at any time be taken out on his original tickets.

22.  Any change of residence or official address on the part of borrowers must be intimated
to the Librarian within one week of such change, Failure to do so shall result in the forfeiture of
the borrowers’ tickets at the discretion of the Librarian.

23. Borrowers ceasing to use the Library are required to return their tickets to the
Librarian to have them cancelled.

24. Borrowers must return a volume taken out within fourteen days from the date of
issue (i.e. a book lent on the first of the month is due on or before the fifteenth) and the fines pay-
able for the detention of books after the due date are as follows:

1 to 380 days Rs. .25 cts. per day per book
31 to 90 days Rs. 20.00 per  book
91 to 180 days Rs. 80.00 per book
beyond 181 days Rs. 50.00 per book

25. When a book is reported lost the current cost of the book or when the current cost is
not available the cost given in the Accession Register together with the fines, if any, that have
been incurred shall be recovered from the borrower. In case of books for which Aceession Register
Entries are not available, and where the eurrent prices are not available a standard price may be
charged at the discretion of the Librarian. Option to replace the book instead shall be given
only at the discretion of the Librarian. If the book lost has been rebound the cost of binding will
also be recovered. When a book belonging to the “British Council Text Book Collection” is
reported lost a standard price of Rs. 100/- shall be recovered from the borrower. If the book lost
is rebound the cost of binding shall also be recovered. : ;

26. Any book, if not called for by any other borrower may at the discretion of the
Librarian, be rencwed for a further period of fourteen days or less. Books must be brought to
the Library®to be so renewed.
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27. The Librarian shall carefully examine each book returned and if the same is badly
soiled, wirtten in, marked or otherwise damaged, the borrower must immediately replace such
book or the set of books to which it may belong, or pay the value thereof or such other penalty
as the Librarian may see fit to impose. In the case of refusal or neglect to do so such value shall
be recoverable by action at law with costs.

28. Borrowers are required to keep the books clean. They are not to turn down the
leaves, or to make pencil or other marks upon them, They should take the earliest opportunity
to report any damage or damages previously done to the books they received, otherwise they will
be held responsible for same. In wet weather borrowers are required to protect the books during
their conveyance to and from the Library. All avoidable injury to books will be dealt with as
under Rule 27.

29. No book shall be lent by a borrower to any other person whether a member or not.
Violation of this rule shall render the offending borrower liable for forfeiture of his tickets.

80. As far as possible books should be delivered to and returncd by the borrowers
personally. When this cannot conveniently be done, borrowers arc requested to send a respon-
sible messenger, competent to deliver their messages and to take due care of books. The messengef
must bring a note signed by the borrower for any book applied for and such note and deposit or
the tickets shall be proof of the issue of the hook to the borrower. The Librarian has the right
to refuse books to messengers when he may consider not gualified to take proper care of them.
Books brought to be returned must be delivered to the Librarian. and not left on the tables or
given to other borrowers.

31. The Librarian may require any borrower on leaving the Library to satisfy him that
he is not removing any Library book other than those issued to him, Any borrower failing or
deeclining to do so will in addition to any other penalty, be liable to have his name struck off the
list of borrowers.

Every borrower when removing books from the Library shall produce them at the exist
Security Desk for the purpose of inspection and taking down particulars ete.

32, The Librarian shall settle any dispute which may arise between borrowers as to who
shall have any particular book.

33. Any borrower desiring to have any particular book which has already been issued to
another, retained for him shall give particulars thereof to the Librarian and pay a reservation fee
of 50 cts. Immediately the book becomes available a post card shall be sent to him and the book
will be retained for him for only seven days thereafter.

34. Readers desirous of recommending books for addition to the Library, or of making
any other sugpestions may do so in the Suggestion Book which is available to borrowers and others
entitled to nse the Library.

35. Any complaint relating to the Library should be addressed to the Librarian.

36. No borrower, while suffering from an infectious disease shall take any book or eause
any book to be taken for his use from the library.

37. A borrower shall not permit any book which has been taken from the Library, and is
in his charge, to be used by any person whom he knows to be suffering from an infectious disease.

38. A borrower shall not return to the Library any book which he knows to have been
exposed to any infectious disease, or permit any such book which is in his charge to be 8o returned,
but shall give notice to the Chief Medical Officer of Health that the book has been so exposed to
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infection. In the event the Chief Medical Officer of Health causing the book to be destroyed the
borrower shall replace such book, or the set of books to which it may belong or pay the value there-
of at the diseretion of the Librarian.

Reading Room
39. Every person desirous of becoming a reader shall sign the Reader’s Signature Book

i which he shall also enter his name, age, occupation and place of abode and official address and
such signature will be taken and considered to signify assent to this Rules and Regulations.

40. Readers shall not take any book, periodical, newspaper, or file into the Reading Room.

41. It is expressly forbidden to take out of the Reading Room any periodical, newspaper,
map, manuseript, or other document or article.

42. Readers shall give up any newspaper or periodieal or other document in the Reading
Room 20 minutes after it has been asked for by any other reader.

Reference Library

43. Persons desirous of using the Reference Library must on each occasion, before
entering, inform the Librarian and obtain his permission and on such permission being granted
sign the Reference Library Reader’s Signature Book in which he shall enter his full name, age,

occupation and address (both private and official) and such signature will be taken and considered
to signify assent to these Rules and Regulations.

44. Readers shall take ONLY BLANK SHEETS OF PAPER into the Reference Library
for taking notes,

45. Readers are allowed to take down from the open shelves books they wish to consult,
and all such books shall be left behind on the tables used by them. Books in Jocked shelves may
be obtained from the Librarian on application and such books must be returned to the Librarian.

46. Any book in the Lending Library, except works of Fiction, may be obtained for use

in the Reference Library on application to the Librarian. but it must be given up if and when
required for lending out.

Study Room
47. No reader shall reserve a seat in the Study Room for other readers.

48. No reader shall leave the study room till after 15 minutes of the opening of this section
except with the permission of the Librarian,

49. Readers shall not engage in joint study.

50. Seats left vacant by readers for more than 15 minutes will be given over to other
readers if required by them,

Children’s Library

51. Children under the age of 14 shall be eligible to be admitted to the Children’s Libraries.
The opening hours of these libraries shall be determined by the Mayor.

52. Any such child resident in the City of Colombo may be admitted as a borrower of the

Children’s Library at the Main Library on paying a non-refundable fee of Rs. 5 /- and on the appli-
cation being guaranteed by the parent or guardian.
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In the case of children studying in the City of Colombo but resident outside the City-Limits,
the application should be guaranteed by the Owner/Chief Occupant of a house, flat or an annexe
within the Municipal Limits of Colombo the rent of which should not be less than Rs. 50/- per
month and having an annual value of not less than Rs. 6,000/- per annum in addition the guarantee
by the parent or guardians.

Children who are neither resident nor attend schools within the City limits may at the
discretion of the Librarian be admitted as borrowers on payment of a non-refundable fee of Rs. 5/-
and guarantee as in the preceding paragraph,

Parents or guardians of children under the age of seven years and resident in Colombo may
be admitted as borrowers to borrow hooks from the Children’s Library on behalf of such children
on payment of a non-refundable fee of Rs. 5/- and on being guaranteed by a Owner/Chief Occupant
of a house, flat or an annexe within the City Limits of Colombo the rent of which should not be
less than Rs. 50/- per month and having an annual value of not less than Rs. 6,000/- per annum.

Applications fo children over the age of seven years shall be endorsed by the Principal of
the School to which such children attend to the effect that he is of opinion that the applicants
may be trusted to use the Library carefully to their advantage.

The fee for the removal of membership once in Two years is Rs. 3.00 for children.
Borrowers of the Children’s Library must return a volume taken out within fourteen days

from the date of issue (i.e. a book lent on the first of the month is due on or before the fifteenth)
and the fines payable for the detention of books after the due date are as follows:-

01 to 30 days Rs. .05 cts. per day per book
31 to 90 days Rs.  5.00 per book
91 to 180 days Rs. 7.50 per book
beyond 181 days Rs. 15.00 per book

When a borrower of a Children’s Library attains the age of 14 years he may at the
diseretion of the Librarian be admitted to the Adults Lending Library as a borrower on making
an application in the prescribed form and the guarantee as in Rule 20.

In the ease of a lost ticket at least one months’ notice shall be required for the issue of a
duplicate ticket at the discretion of the Librarian. Duplicate tickets will be issued on making a
payment of Rs. 2.50 for each ticket. The issue of a duplicate ticket shall not absolve a borrower
from his responsibility for books which may at any time be taken out on his original tickets.

Branch Libraries, Reading Rooms and Mobile Library

53. The "above Rules and Regulations shall Mutatis Mutandis apply to Branch
Libraries, Reading Rooms and the Mobile Library of the Library Authority. The hours of opening
of a Branch Library or Reading Room shall be determined by the Mayor.

Mobile Library

54. The above Rules and Regulations Mutatis Mutandis apply to the members
of the Mobile Library. However, grace will be given for overdue books when the Mobile Library
is unable to visit the serviee points on the stipulated days and times due to unavoidable circum-
stances.

Audio-Visual Library

55. Subject to Rule 4, members of the Colombo Public Library System may be admitted
to use the Audio-Visual library on payment of an additional non-refundable free of Rs. 20/- Non
members may be admitted on payment of a non-refundable fee of Rs. 85/-.
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THE THEN LIBRARY COMMITTEE

The Chairman of the Library Commitice

Mzr. T. Reid, Chairman, Municipal Couneil
and Mayor of Colombo.

Members of the Council

Mr, E. W. Jayawardena, X.¢,
Mr. R. L. Pereira

Mr. W. E. V. de Rooy

Dr. . A. Cooray

Members of the Public

Trustees of the Sri Chandrasekera Fund

The Secretaries and one Committee Member
of the Fort and Pettah Libraries respect-
ively

The Hon. Sir H. M. Fernando, k1.

Dr. J. Pearson

Prof. R. Marrs

Prof. Leigh Smith

Mr. P. de 8. Kularatne

THE PRESENT LIBRARY COMMITTEE

Mr. B. Sirisena Cooray, J.p. uv.m,, Mayor of
Colombo (Chairman)

Members of the Council

Mr. Sti Kantha Tambipillai, s.m.c.

Mr. A. Cader M. Ali, m.ym.c., 3.7,

Mr. M. Mahinda Karunaratne, M.M.C,, J.P,
Mr. K. D. C, Victor Karunaratne, M.M.C.

Memebers of the Public

Mzr. S, Sellamuttu

Mr. Zam Zam Akbar

Mr. R. 1. T, Alles

Mr. W. Karunaratne Perera
Mr, Siripala Gintota

Mz, Nemsiri Muthukumara
Rev. Hedigalle Pannatissa Thero
Rev. Fr. Neville Emmanuel
Mr. Anton Alwis

Mr. S. Z. Mashoor Moulana
Mpr. Quintus Rodrigo

Mr. B. D. J. B. Rajapaksa
My, Tilak Ratnakara

Mr. A. H. M. Azwar

Mr. K. J. Nanayakkara

Mr. Ananda Premasinghe
Mr, Y. J. Ahamed Izzeth
Mr, Siripala Silva

THE PIONEER LIBRARY STAFF

Mzr. S. C. Blok, Chief Librarian

Mr. Edgar Van Twest, Assistant Librarian
(from the Pettah Library)

Mr. Walter Dias, Assistant Librarian (from
the Colombo Library)

Mr. Adonis Perera, Clerk

Mr. Don Simon, Peon

Mr. Paulis Henerasinghe, Peon

Mr. J. F. Fernando, Head Peon, from the
Colombo Library

!.\'.‘ll—i

W

e

THE PRESENT LIBRARY STAFF

Chief Librarian
1. Mrs. Ishvari Corea

Deputy Librarian
2. Mr. M. D. H. Jayawardena

Librarians Grade 11
8. Mus. S. A. Mendis
4. Mr. B. J. Ariyanayagam
5. Mr. T. O. W. de Silva
6. Miss S. 1. Nanayakkara
7. Mrs. A. Prathapasinghe
8. Mr, R. Sangadasa
9. Mr. M. G. Warnasiri
10. Mr. K. D. Dharmasena
11. Mrs. 1. P. C. Perera
12. Mr. R. S. Wimalasena
18. Miss S. R. Abeysekera
14. Mr. D. W. Gamanayake
15. Mr. A. P. Samaradivakara
16, Mrs. M. Bamunusinghe

Librarians Grade 111

17. Mr. B. P. D. C. Karunaratne

18, Miss A. A. Veerakathipillai

19. Miss Amitha Wickremasinghe

20. Miss D. S. F. J. De Zoysa

21, Miss N. Galagedera

22. Mrs, Malani Edirisinghe

28, Mis. S. P. Wijesinghe

24, Miss P. R. Jayawardena

25. Murs. D, L. Getamurutha

26. Miss J. Hettiarachchi

27, Miss P. A. N. Chandramala

28, Miss 8. M. Gunaratne

99, Mrs. V. W. L. Hemalatha Fernando
30. Mr, W. P. M. N. C. Perera
81. Mis. V. S, Rodrigo

82, Mrs. M. K. G. Kularatne
83. Miss C. M. Karunaratne
84, Mr, 8.V, Selvaratnam
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Time

December, 1980
Wednesday  17th -
Thursday 18th —

Friday ‘19th =
Saturday 20th —
Monday 22nd —
Tuesday 23rd -

CULTRUAL PROGRAMME

of Commencement—Daily at 6.30 p.m.

Variety Entertainment—Schools,

“Samudradevi” Produced and Presented by the Tower Hall ‘
Theatre Foundation.

“Masika Ranguma’ Presented by the Sri Lanka Broadecasting
Corporation.

“Peradina Tharupela” Produced and Presented by the Tower 8
Hall Theatre Foundation.

**Asi Disi Mihira”
Presented by W. B. Makuloluwa
Ministry of Cultural Affairs.

“Sumihiri Sandawa”—Variety Show by popular Artists.
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Audio
9.

Audio Visual and Extension Services Assistant

80.

Miss R. A. Swnanawathie
Miss L. P. Kuruwitarachehi
Mr. A. R. B. Pigera

Mr. Y. Premadasa

Mr. O. Balasinghe

Mr. M. C. V. Fernando

Mrs. 8. N. S. Sudasinghe
Miss L. Chandra Perera
Miss N. C. Senanayake

Miss N. L. Pandikorala
Miss G. A. C. S. Edlin

Miss A. P. Mangalika

Mrs. S. K. Abeysinghe

Miss C. K. Welmillage

Miss I. W. D. Rambukwella
Miss D. M. V. P. De Zoysa
Miss S. L. Seneviratne

Mrs. J. D. N. Sriyalatha
Miss H. P. Dayawathie Sumanasena
Mrs. P. Amarasinghe

Mr. P. J. C. de Silva

Mrs. G. M. Gamage

Mrs. S. Wickrematilleke
Mrs. Kamala Girihagama
Mrs. S. Weliwatte

Miss W. A. N. Vajira Jayatillcke
Mrs. U. D. S. Pathiraja
Mrs. Rohini Weerasooriya
Miss D. V. R. Dissanayake
Mr. U. A. Rodrigo

Mrs. H. C. Siriwardena
Mrs. M. B. J. Seneviratne
Mrs. B. P. Perera

Mr. H. N. N. Jayatilleke
Mrs. M. M. de S. Gunawardena
Miss P. P. A. Jayasekera
Mrs. R. Kandasamy

Miss Kamala Samaraweera
Mr. C. V. Epa

Miss 8. S. Ashubodha

Miss P, A. D. Nalini

Miss E. P. B. de Zoysa

Mrs. R. H. Karunatilleke Minike
Miss N. Visvalingam

Visual and Extension Services Officer
Miss A, M. de Alwis

Mr. K. P. D. Somadasa

Administrative Assistant

81.

Mr. S. Singappnli

Chief Clerk o

82,

Mr. W. A, Karunasena

Clerical Staff
83. Mr. J. K. D. U. Tillekeratne
84. Mr. D. A. Rajapaksa ;
85. Miss C. D. Jayanetti
86. Mr. K. L. Padmasiri
87. Miss W. Chandra Ranjanie
88. Miss P. D. K. P. Jayasooriya
89. Mr. U. Ratnapala
90. Miss Suramya Fonseka
91. Miss G. R. D. Jayaratne

Typist (English)
92, Mr. P. D. Wilfred
93. Mrs. K. A. M. Peiris
Typist (Sinhala)

94.  Mr. G. D. Dayananda
95. Mr. W. M. Mendis

Typist (Tamil)
96.  Miss M. Gunapoosanyammah

Receptionist
97. Miss B, M. A. de Silva

Study Room Supervisors
98. Mr. Y. A. B. Perera
99.  Miss P. S. Ranasinghe
100. Mrs. D. L. S. H. Silva

Awdio Visual Equipment and
Reproduction Assistant
101, Mr, K. A. Gunadasa

DBinders

102. Mr. D. W. Ranawaka

103. Mr. N, Jayasena Silva
Security Peons

104,  Mr. L. Siripala

105. DMr. W. Marcus Perera
Cloak Room Attendants

106, Mr. B, A. D. Sirisena

107, Murs, K. Chitra Ambalanduwa
Office Peons

108. Mr. H. M. Heenbanda
109.  Mr. K. G. Kumarasinghe

Cyele Orderlies

110.  Mr. D. T. Jayasinghe
111. Mr, E. R. J. Nonathis
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Driv rs 129. Mr. W. PFemadasa Perera
112, Mr. Wilbert Jayakody 180. Mr. K. Kingsley Rodrigo

181. Mr. T. Samaris
3. Mr. S. M. He als ~ : :
113.  Mr. S. M. Hemapala 185 Mr. R, K. Piyadasa
183. Mr. G. W. Coorey

Security. Guards 184, Mr. A. V. Eheliyagoda

114. Mz A. G. Jothipala 185. Mr. W. A, Wilbert

115. Mr. W. Pivadasa Dabare 186. Mr. K. A. Cyril Perera

116. Mr. IL L. D. Siripala 187. Mr. M. Thiyagalingam

117. Mr. D. S. Weerakoon 138, Mr. R. H. Ariyaratne

118. Mr. S. Jinadasa 139. Mr. K. A. D. Wilfred

119. Mr. M. D. Dharmasiri 140. Mr. K. M. Dharmasena

120. M. P. D. S. Weerakkody 141. Mr. V. A. G. A. Perera

142. Mr. N, Upananda Perera

Waltchers 143. Mr. K. H. Wijemanne

121. Mr. M. A. D. Jinasena 144, Mrs. L. A. Roslin

122. Mr. G. P. Wimaladasa 145. Mr. N. Ariyaman Singho

123, Mr. W. A. Pivadasa 146, Mr. I1. D. S. Ratnasooriya

124, Mr. D. G. Monington 147. Mr. D. Gamini Abeysinghe

125. Mr. P. A. Victor 148, Mr. S. Sarath Chandra Silva

149. Mpe. P. L. D. Perera
150, Mr. K. Graniel Peiris

Labourers 151. Mr. D. Jayasena
126, Mr. K. S. Abeysinghe 152, Mzr. M. D. Tillakasiri
127. Mr. U. 8. A. Jothipala 153. Mr. Sunil Amarasinghe
128. Mr. M. P. A. Weerasinghe 151. Mr. K. G. Nandasiri
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One ticket will be issued each patron which will enable him to enjoy the facilities in the
Audio-visual library, and will be valid for two years, from the date of issue and shall be removed
every two years thereafter. The fee for the renewal of membership once in two years is Rs. 20/-

The maximum listening period allowed per person is one hour per day. The Librarian
may permit an extension of the period if there is no other request by any other member. However
the librarian may at his discretion terminate such extension.

Patrons are cautioned against losing their tickets. A duplicate will be issued on making
a payment of Rs. 5/-.

Patrons shall not take any book, periodieal, newspaper, file, audio-visual material, hand
bags ete. into the Audio-visual library. They will carry with them only blank sheets of paper.

Requests for the prescribed forms could be made at the Inquiries counter or the Audio-
visual Library.

56. Every borrower or reader is expected to render all assistance in his power to the
Library Authority and its officers and servants in endorcing the foregoing Rules and Regulations
and every borrower or reader who shall refuse or fail to do so or who shall offend against any of
the foregoing Rules and Regulations shall be liable to such fine or other penalty as may be deter-
mined in each case by the Mayor, provided that nothing herein contained shall effect the right
of the Library Authority to take legal action for the recovery of damages for any loss or injury
that may be caused by any person in respect of an y book or other property of the Library Autho-
rity apart from the liability of any person to be proseucted, under the Ceylon Panel Code or other
written law enforce for any action which may amount to theft, mischief, deceit, trespass, criminal
intimidation, insult, misconduct by a drunken person or other offence thereunder.

57. These Rules and Regulations may be altered by the Library Authority whenever
necessary and such alterations shall be duly posted in the Library.
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First prize
Second prize
Third prize

First prize
Second prize

Third prize

First prize
Second prize
Third prize

First prize
Second prize
Third prize

First prize
Second prize
Third prize

First prize
Second prize
Third prize

First prize
Second prize

Third prize

WINNERS OF THE ESSAY

COMPETITION

Sinhala Medium

JUNIOR

Niame
Nalaka Jayampathi Goonewardana
P. P. R. E. H. Singappuli
Kanchana Kumari Dissanayake

Name of the School
Ananda Maha Vidyalaya
Royal College
St. Anthony Balika Vidyalaya

INTERMEDIATE

H. Gangani Jayadasa
Damayanthi Kumarage
Vishaka Kumari

SENIOR

H. N. Janaka Ratnayake
A. T. D. Dabare
Sunitha Pallawala

Tamil Medium

JUNIOR

Name

S. Sivadarshany
Suhanya Nadarajah
Roshini Wicknarajah

St. Anthony Balika Vidyalaya
Yasodara Balika Vidyalaya
Yasodara Balika Vidyalaya

Royal College
Royal College
Sri Saddarmodaya Balika Vidyalaya

Name of the School

Good Shepherd Convent
St. Clare’s Balika Maha Vidyalaya
Bambalapitiya R.C.T.M. Vidyalaya

INTERMEDIATE

Priya Suganthi Supramaniyvam
Rathini Gnanapragasam
Subashiny Manikkavasagar

SENIOR

Sukantha Kumari Muthukumarasamy

St. Clare’s Balika Maha Vidyalayva
Good Shepherd Convent
Good Shepherd Convent

St. Clare’s Balika Maha Vidvalaya

English Medium

JUNIOR

Name
Sundra de Zilva
Karen Dahanayake
Shanthika Kurukulasooriyva

Name of the School
Good Shepherd Convent
Good Shepherd Convent
St. Bridget Convent
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WINNERS OF THE ESSAY COMPETITION

INTERMEDIATE
Pirst prize Aruleshwari Joseph St. Bridget Convent
Second prize Barathy Vivekanandarajah (Good Shepherd Convent
Third prize A. M. J. Sadiq Royal College

SENIOR

First prize F. Nasereen Zaheed St. Paul’s Milagiriya
Second prize Shyama Mohideen Muslim Ladies College
Third prize L. Moonesinghe Royal College

WINNERS OF THE GENERAL KNOWLEDGE COMPETITION

Sinhala Medium

JUNIOR
Name Name of the School
First prize Nalaka Jayampathi Goonawardana Ananda Maha Vidyalaya
Second prize Rashmi Singappuli Royal College
Third prize S. W. Zulfikar Ahamad Hameed Al Husseniya Maha Vidyalaya
INTERMEDIATE
First prize Damayanthi Kumarage Yasodara Balika Vidyalaya
Second prize . Vishaka Kumari Yasodara Balika Vidaylaya
Third prize — —-
SENIOR

First prize P. K. Jeganathan Royal College
Second prize C. R. D. S. Peththahendi Royal College
Third prize A.T. D. Dabare Royal College

WINNERS OF THE GENERAL KNOWLEDGE COMPETITION

Tamil Medium

JUNIOR
Naime , Name of the Sehool
First prize S. H. Mehroon Nissa St. Clare’s Balika Maya Vidyalaya
Second prize Sivatharskam Sivasubramaniam Good Shepherd Convent .
Third prize Sukanja Nadaraja St. Clare’s Balika Maha Vidyalaya
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First prize
Second prize
Third prize

First prize
Second prize
Third prize

INTERMEDIATE

Santhee Rasiah .
Priya Suganthi Supramaniam
Subothini Panchalingam

St. Clare’s Balika Maha Vidyalaya
St. Clare’s Blika Maha Vidyalaya
St. Clare’s Balika Maha Vidyalaya

SENIOR

Radhinee Gnanapragasam Good Shepherd Convent

WINNERS OF THE GENERAL KNOWLEDGE COMPETITION

First prize

Second prize
I

Third prize

First prize
Second prize
Third prize

First prize
Second prize
Third prize

English Medium
JUNIOR
Name Name of the School

Mythile Theranamoorthy St. Clare’s Balika Maha Vidyalaya

INTERMEDIATE

A. Muzzammil J. Sadiq Royal College

SENIOR

A, M. J. Sadiq
K. Manikkalingam
Domitilla Corera

Royal College
Royal College
Good Shepherd Convent
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PUBLISHERS AND BOOK SELLERS PARTICIPATING IN THE BOOK FESTIVAL

Aeademic Book Service

Agrarian Research and Training Institute

All Ceylon Book Distributors.

Ananda Bookshop

Dayawansa Jayakody and Co. Ltd.,

J. L. Morison Son & Jones (Ceylon) Ltd.

K. V. G. de Silva & Sons (Colombo) Ltd.

K. V. G. de Silva & Sons, Fort and Kandy.

Lake House Bookshop/Lake House Investments Ltd.
10. M. D. Gunasena & Co. Ltd.

11. Marga Institute

12. National Science Council

13. People’s Publishing House Titd.

14. Pradeepa Publishers .
15. T.Thambithurai & Sons.

S
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ORGANISING COMMITTEES
Central Steering Committee

1. His Worship The Mayor. Mr. B. Sirisena Cooray
2. The Deputy Mayor, Mr. M. Hussain Mohamed
3. The Municipal Commissioner, Mr. . Abeyratne

L. The Deputy Municipal Commissioner, Mr. €. M. Kulasekera
5. The Chief Librarian, Mrs. Ishvari Corea

6. The Municipal Treasurer, Mr. E. Mahesan

7. The Municipal Engineer, Mr. M. A. V. Perera

Building Committee

Munieipal Engineer. Chairman, Mr. M. A. V. Perera

Waterworks Engineer, Mr. R. A. D. S. Perera

Chief Engincer, Workshops, Mr. N. Renganathan

Superintending Engineer (Designs and Progress Review). Mr. N. S. Jayasundera
Municipal Eleetrieal Engineer. Mr. M. Sivagurunadan

Park Superintendent, Mr. GG. Ranasinghe

Carpentry Foreman, Mr. W, B, Fernando

Invitations Committee

Deputy Municipal Commissioner, Chairman, Mr. C. M. Kulasekera
Chief Librarian, Mrs. Ishvari Corea

Secretary of the Colombo Municipal Couneil, Mr. M. H. Siriman
ngal Officer, Mr. N. J. M. W. Senanayake

(']131'k to the Counecil, Mr. A. K. Nissanka

Municipal Printer, Mr. B. 8. Cooray

Decorations Committee

Municipal Assessor, Chairman, Mr, K. T. D. Tissera

Deputy Chief Medical Officer of Health, Dr. €. Somasundaram
Chief Playgrounds Instructor, Mr. A. Polonowita

Deputy Municipal Assessor, Mr. D. W. L. de S. Vaas Gunasekera
Deputy Municipal Treasurer, Mr. G. R. E. L. Bandara

Chief Municipal Ayurvedic Medical Officer, Dr. R. Tillakeratne
Superintending Engineer, North, Mr. T. Kulasingam

District Engineer, Mr. I. D. W. Jayasiriwardene

District Engineer, Mr. K. D. S. Wijesoma

Officer-in-Charge, Material Production Unit, Mr. P. Kodituwakku
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Ceremonies Committee

Chief Municipal Veterinary Surgeon, Chairman, Dr. C. L. Wisidagama
Superintending Engineer, Mr. Somapala de Silva

Assistant Charity Commissioner, Mrs. R. C. E. Perera

Deputy Librarian, Mr. M. D. H. Jayawardena

Revenue Accountant, Mr. S. L. Ranasinghe

Labour and Welfare Officer, Mr. P. R. H. de Alwis

Publicity Committee

Chief Medical Olfficer of Health, Chairman, Dr. T. H. R. Peiris
Chief Dispensary Medieal Officer, Dr. T. N. T. Gunawardene

Deputy Chief Medical Officer of Ifealth, Maternity and Child IHealth, Dr. C. D.
Gunaratne

Charity Commissioner, Mr. A. 'T. Sundaram

City Microbiologist, Dr. C. 8. 8. de Silva

Deputy Chief Municipal Veterinary Surgeon. Dr. M. Fahmy Ismail
Miss S. I. Nanayakkara, Libravian Grade 11

Miss A. M. de Alwis, Audio-visual, Extension Services Officer

Miss A. A. Veerakathipillai, Librarian Grade IIT

Miss S. M. Gunaratne, Librarian Grade III

Traffic and Security Committee

The Chief Officer, Fire Service Department, Mr. K. M. L. de Silva
The Superintending Engineer, South, Mr. T. Kanagasingam

The Chief Security Officer, Mr. A. K. R. V. de Silva
Administrative Assistant, Public Library, Mr. S. Singappuli.
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Special thanks to—

Avrehitect

Consultance

Project Iingineer
For Client

Contractor
-
Stle Supervisor
For Contractor

Diwrent) Uz HSHwulssts QurJuilvererd Bo.

eTair. oren. QQUWEFST e 5 @5 G 1D
uy. 676, (@HEwGFEST ;&?g;wwg?@mﬁ-é;@sh
GiD) & 6V

wmw g Oz Mals s GopLb.
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— Mr, V. N C. Gunasekera, formerly of State Enginecring Corporation
and presently the Principal Partner of Built Environment

Consultants,

State Enegineering Corporation
— L]

—Mr. N. S. Jayasundara Superintending Engimeer—Designs and

Construetion of the Municipal Engineer’s Department.

—— Messrs U, N. Gunasekera,

— Mr. D. S. Silva.
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ART WORK

1. Murals Two reliel scalptures in terra cotta on either side of the
main  entrance to the building depicting the origin of
writting  in Sri Lanka — By Mr. Upali Dias.

2. Sculpture in Pond A swan poised for flight  depicting the  Iansa Sandesaya

(Message Poetry of the Kotte Period, i.e. 14121580 A.D.)
by Mr. H. Senevirathna.

3. Sculpture in the Lobby Depicting the theme  of books, reading and  silence, using the
idea of the Three wise Monkeys — by Mr. H.K.A. Gunasckera,
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Thanks

We extend our thanks to:

His Excellency, J. R. Jayewardene and Mrs, Jayewardene

Honourable R. Premadasa and Mrs. Premadasa

Honourable D. B. Wijetunge, Minister of Posts and Telecommunications

Mr. P. Kulatillake. Director, and the staff’ of the Philatelic Bureau

Mr. H. L. Perera. Regional Director of Education. Colombo South and his staff.

Messrs Daya Akurctivagama, C. Makalanda, S, H. M. Yasseen and E. A. D. P, Edirisinghe »

Department of Education. Colombo South, for conducting the interviews and selecting the
winners of the Essay and General Knowledge competitions

Messrs Sarath Dassanayaka and N. Attanayake. for composing the welcome song

Messrs R. K. Kulasekeram, G. Gunawardena and Mrs. Nalini Attapattu, of D. S. Senanayake
Maha Vidyalaya, for helping in the Essay Competition and the General Knowledge
Competition  (Note—Students of the D. S. Senanayake Maha Vidyalaya did not parti-
cipate in these two competitions)

Principals of schools, teachers and students

Stafl of the State Engineering Corporation

Mr. V. N. C. Gunasckera, Architect, first Project Consultant, formerly of the State Engineering
Corporation

Publishers and Booksellers participating in the Festival of Books
The Sri Lanka Broadeasting Corporation

Independent Television Network

The Press

The Sri Lanka Police

Mr. B. Sirisena Cooray, the Mayor of Colombo

Mr. M. Hussain Mohamed, Deputy Mayor

Mr. R. Abeyratne, Municipal Commissioner

Mr. C. M. Kulasekere, Deputy Municipal Commissioner

Heads of Departments and all employees of the Colombo Municipal Couneil
Mr. N. 8. Jayasundera, Project Co-ordinator, for the Council
Mr. B. 8. Cooray, Municipal Printer, and his staff’

Mr. K. T. D. Tissera, President and the Committee of the Buddhist Association, for helping
in the Pirith Ceremony and Almsgiving

All denors. and others who helped in numerous ways

Isavart COrea
Chief Librarian, and Staff
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