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REFACE

The 1971 Cengus of Population was taken on 9th October,
1974. ©Some preliminary results based on Enumeratorg' Abstracts
and advance information based on a 10% sample hnve already

been published., The final results based on the complete Censgsus

are now being published Beparﬁtely'fof each district. This
series will form Volume t of the Census Reports with a separate
part for each Distriect. This publication contains the results
for Colombo District. The Parts ' in respect of the other
Districts will follow.

This series is intended to provide some basic population
data for ench Digirict. In addaition some basic information
relating to sex, age, school attendance, and employmentﬂnre_
included for Wards of the Towns in Urban Areas and for Grama
Sevakn D;vislons in Rural areasg. i

I would like to express my thanks to officials of all
Government Depnrtments and other organisations who helped: in
various ways in condacting the Censue, and to the general
public for extending their fullest eo-operation to this under—-

ta king .
L_m-',-()wm
-——"________._—a

SUPERINTENDENT OF CENSUS
.AND : 2 -
DIRECTOR OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS

Department of Cengug & Statistics,
201Ce1976 ot . 1oy
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EXPLANATORY NOTES ¢ : _ kS
The 1971 Census of Population taken on 9th October, 1971
was a 'de facto' count where the persons were enumerated at the
place at which they were present between 5 pem., and 11 p.m. on
the final cengus night. The notes given below are in respect
of certain items which might need some clarification for a
fuller understanding of the tables.

2. Urban-raral ciaggification. All Municipal, Urban and Town

Council areas are regarded as comprising the Urban Sector. All
other areas including the edtnte areas comprise the Rural Sector.

3. Age :- Informntion on nge wns recorded by obtaining. the
year, monih and date of birth (except when this was not availablc)
as well as> the nge in number of years completed as on the Tinal
census date. For infants less than one year the age was recorded
as "O". Enumerators were instructed that where the year of birth
is not known or doubtful they should make every effort to find
out the correct age by calling for the persons birth certificatc
or horoscope. If either of these was not available they were
instructed ito deduce the persons age by compnring ages of members
of -the family whose relative ages may be known or by referenace

to some important public event.

e Marital Status:- A person whose marriage was registered is
classified as Married (Registered) while one who claimed to be

married according to custom or repute, though the marriage wng

not registered, is classified as Married (customnry)

A person 1s regarded as "Divorced" only if a legal divorce
has been obtained. "Legally Separated" refers to a pexrson who
has been granted a decree of separation by law and not to persons
merely living in separantion. ' 5 -
A Divorced person who hag re-married is regarded ag "married and
not as "divorced", : ' - ;

o.  Religion:- This refers to the individual religion professed
by the person. In the case of Christians a distinction was mnde
between Roman Catholics and Protestant Chyistians.

‘6. Ethnic Group:- As a general rule the off'spring of parents
of different ethnic groups were taken as belonging to the.- - = °
father's group. ' i ot

-
1

-~ 7. Citizenship:~ Data on citizenship was collected so as to
- permit the classification of the population into éa) Vitizens of
Sri Lanka and (b) Nonecitizens. The status of a Sri Lankn
citizen 1s acquired either by descent or by registration. A
pergon born of parents belonging to any of the Tollowing ethnic
groups of Sri Lanka namely: Low country Sinhalese, Kandyan
8Sinhalese, Ceylon Tamil, Veylon Moor, Malay- or. Burgher would
normally (unless he hasc become a citizen of another country) be
a citizen by déscent. ; s

In the case of other ethnie groups of foreign-origin-only
those who had obtnined Sri Lanka citizenship by registration arc
clazsified as c¢itizens. : :

-a i v - T R N B ./Q?thn T
bot .Y S7ve WPIte l'Lt*blgft%édb)fﬁi‘oé’fé’f;g}ﬁ-lﬁoﬁdéﬁmpt Atnaterec L 2o
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8. Literacy:- A pevson wae regnrded né literats if he could Sl
both Tead and write with nnﬁeratnnding a short statement on evepr
dny life.

% School Attendance;- This refera to autenﬂnnce at'school

or other educational institution. A person was regarded as

~"attending" if he was enrolled as a student at a school or other
educational institution and was régularly attending classes

duping the 2. mﬁnuh ‘period prior to the census dnte.. - _

10. . tninments~ This refers to the highest stand-
ard or grade passed in school or the highest ncadamic, technicnl,
_or proresaionnl qualification obtnined.'

115 Type of Activitys: —' The question on typa or activity anught
to clnasify all persons aged 10 yenra and over into one of the
falluwing categgriea. ’wud,h_ o L S :

4. Employed pérawn 1.e. persona wha are engnged 1n any kind
of work for pay or profit.

This category includes:~
(a) persons who work for salavy or wages

(b) persons who practise a profession or do cultivntion
or business on their own,

(c) apprentices, if they are in receipt of an allowance

(a) sensonal workers e.g. cultivators who work daring
the cultivation senson only and

(e) unpaia family workera £ ‘ . st .
2; Unemployed peraons -
3 3tadents |
4. Income recipienta/penaioner
5. Persons engnged in home duties
6. Persons too o1d or unnble to work R *ﬁ?ﬁ;.‘:-; “

7. Children not nttending school and not nt Work S
8. Othe rs $

12, An anpaid fnmily worker ia a person who works without yﬂy
of any kind for at least 3 hours a day on the average in an
activity, undertaking or buginessg carried on by any menmbel *of
the household, excluding houaekeeping. A wife or child angnged

~in purely household work is not an unpaid family worker., On.

- other hand, a wife or child or other welative who helps in ﬁﬁe
running of a boutique or other undertaking would be an unppid -
Tamily worker if the work done on the average exceeds 3 hourg a
day., In the case of unpaid family workers engnged in seasonal
occupations, the average of 3 houra a dny is reekoned Tor +the
last season. ;

/co’_ntd. ; :
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13. The unemployed category includes all persons who are not 3
employed but are seeking employment/work and also persons who are’
available for work even though they may hot be actively seeking
work because they felt that no suitable work was available,

14. Industry Industry refers to the branch of economic Activity
in which a person is employed or, in other words, to the kind of
establishment or place of work in which his oecupation is perform-
ed. The classification of industries is according to the

Standard Industrial Classification of all Economic Activities

for Sri Lanka which is based on the International Standard Indust-
rial Classification of all Economic Activities published by the
Statistical Office of the United Nations in 1968 and modified to
suit the special characteristics of the economy of Sri Lanka.

15. Occupation Occupation refers to the type of work performed
by the person employed irrespective of the industry concerned

or his place of work. The classification of occupations is based
on the International Standard Classification of Occupations
issued by the I.L.O. in 1968, modified to suit the specinl
characterigtics of the economy of Sri Lankn. '

16. Bmployment Status This classification shows whether an
employed person is a Paid Employee, an Employer, a Worker on
Own Account or Unpaid Family Worker as defined below.

t. A Paid Employee is a person who receives remuneration
for his work in wages, salary, commission, gratuities, payment

at piece rates or in kind.

2., An Employer is one who either operates his/her own
business or is engaged independentiy in a profession or trade
and employs one or more pnid workers other than unpaid family
workers or apprentices.

3« A Worker on uwn Account is a person who operates hia/hér
own business alone or 1s engaged independently in a trade or
profession and hns no paid employees,

4. An Unpnid Family Worker is defined in paragraph 12 above.

17. The data with regard to Plance of Birth, Residence, Marriage
and Fertility were collected only from a 108 sample of Census
Blocks. Tables 22-27 are based on the 10% sample tabulation.
The sample design and method of estimation are given below.

18, 8Sample Design For the Census enumeration, all towns,villageg
and estates were sub-divided into Census Blocks, The size of a
Block was such as could be covered by an enumerator during the
6 hour period 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. on the Final Cenaus night. In
general a Census Block contained between 200 and 500 persons.

A 104 sample of Census Blocks was selected from ench
District treating the Urban and Rural and Estate Sectors as
different strata by a proceas of systematic selection. Within
the selected .Bample Census Blocks, however, data in respect
of all individuals were collected, processed and analysed.

/contd.
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19. Method estimation The above sampling procedure yielded
sampling fractions (ratio of the number of persons in the sample
to the actual population) which differed slightly from 10%

for any given area. The estimates for the urban and rural
areas of each District were obtained by multiplying the numbers
in the sample by the reciproeal of the corresponding sampling
fraction and then rounding off to the nearest integer. As

such the tbtals as shown may sometimea}differ from the component
figures. - ; Hipts 5
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TABLE 14~ POPULATION 10 YEARS AND OVER BY TYPE OF ACTIVITY AND
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