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Our Pooti (Our Great-Grandmonther)

Our Great-Grandmother is a truly inspirational person to us all. She supported our
Great-Grandfather throughout his life, and without them, the Vairamuthu family
would not be what it is today. Unfortunately I've never had the pleasure of meeting
her or spending time with her, however the stories about her that have been passed
down to me from my father are simply amazing. Therefore, | wanted to share a few
words to commemorate her 100th birthday.

In today's world many parents struggle to raise just a small family. Yet, our Great-
Grandmother was able to bring up 14 children, and each one of them has grown
up to be in a good place in society.The knock-on effect of her triumph is that their
kids, and the kids of their kids, have also been given the opportunity to reach even
greater heights. Thus it is clear that she has had an effect on everyone one of us in
the Vairamuthu lineage.

My father has told me many a time about how she lived for many wonderful years. In
spite of growing old until the day she passed away, she kept in complete control of
herself, of her children, and even her grandchildren.

More so than my Grandfather's own siblings, it was in fact our Great-grandmother
who was there to help out our Grandmother and to check up on my father and his
young siblings in times ofneed. She was a woman who spoke the truth, she knew
how to treat people and she did what was right. No matter who you were, she would
tell you how she felt.

In today's world, many people are hesitant to speak their mind when they see a
problem. They seem to be more concerned about what others would think of them,
rather than speaking up and bringing about a positive change. Nevertheless, our
Great-Grandmother was unigue. She spoke her mind on any matter. More often than
not, her words were right, which others were tco timid to address. Subsequently
there is no surprise that the people of our village referred to her as "Sri Ma". Sri Ma
was areference to the then Sri Lankan President, Bandaranaike, who happened to be
the first female president in the world. So it was quite fitting for the wider community
to refer to our Great-Grandmother with such a respectable title.

She is truly one of a kind. She will always be in our hearts. Our Sri Ma. Our Great-
Grandmother. Our Pooti.

Satheesan Saravanan
London
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