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In Loving Memory of

RATNAVADIVEL SURENDRAN

President’s Counsel
(16.12.1954 - 11.04.2016)
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Dedication
This is dedicated with our fearts brimming with solemn gratitude at the lotus feet of our
beloved Husband, Father, Brother and Guru who showered on us fiis love in abundance,
Kindled in us the yearning for true knowledge, and guided us to tread the right path.
Om Shanthi! Shanthi!! Shanthi!!!

His ever loving

Wife, Children oI Brothers
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A Remarkable Journey -
A Brief Sketch

H—+ =€

Suren was a personification of love and a pillar of strength not only to his family
and friends, but also to all those who knew him well, including those in the legal
profession. The power in his words were so soothing and magical that it always
rendered solace and comfort to all those who come to him with various problems.

The sad and sudden demise of Surendran came as a shock not only to his family
members but to all those who knew him well in his legal profession and his friends
and colleagues. His kindness and love will be dearly missed by all those who knew
him.

The words of Swamy (Sri Sathya Sai Baba) fit him well.

“The human heart is like a pen.

The colour of the words written will be the same as the ink in the pen.
Likewise, when you fill the heart with love,

All that you think, say and do

Will be filled with love”

Early days and spiritual background

Suren was born in 1954 in Nallur Jaffna to Sri
Arumugam Ratnavadivel (lyah) and mother
Ratneswari. His father was a true servitor of
the Lord, who shone as a luminous star in
the spiritual firmament for many decades.
He brought up young Suren and his brothers,
Narendran and Gathatharan, in that spiritual
atmosphere. Suren’s father took him to many
religious satsangs and talks from the time he

Suren on his 1* Birthday was two years old. He received the blessings
A
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of a great Swamy (Saint Vaarivaara Udasin
Baba Sri Pooran Dasji Muhary -108 years old)
who came down from the Himalayas to Mr.
Hidramani's home.

Suren was initiated by Swamy Ramadas at the
age of seven. He had also got the blessings
of Yogar Swamigal (Jaffna) at the age of five.
He has visited many famous temples in India
with his parents and brothers. The boundless
Grace of the Yuga Avatar, Sri Sathya Sai Baba,
was received by him on 15" August 1967. He
was 13 years when Swamy called his family for
an interview and embraced Suren, calling him
“Bangaru” in Telugu (Golden boy.) He has had
many Dharshans of Sri Sathya Sai Baba and also
Suren at Sindhi Sai Centre followed the Summer Course in the year 1979.

This time he experienced Baba’s Aura every morning where Swamy gave Dharshan
from his balcony. Swamy’s discourses to the students with His resonating voice
left a lasting impression on Suren’s personality. Suren used to mention that it was
Swamy's speeches that helped him to become a better orator.

Suren’s spiritual experiences with Shiridi Sai baba were many. He always did his best
to go to Shiridi when time permitted. Suren was very lavish in making donations for
various Sai activities (medical, education and mass feeding) in Shiridi, Puttaparthy
and Sri Lanka. His spiritual journey and going to Puttaparthy continued even after
Swamy’s Maha Samadhi. His last pilgrimage to Puttaparthy was in August 2015.

He basked in the sunshine of Divine Love radiated by such saints of high
spiritual eminence for considerable length of time and he imbibed virtues like
honesty, righteousness, charity, S
forgiveness, calmness, and
benevolence. Having experienced
this spiritual wisdom, he felt |
that it was his duty to pass this
flame to other spiritual seekers,
which he did as a service at the |
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Lotus feet of Bhagavan Baba.

In 2010, he compiled and '
published a book in memory of |
his Father, Ratnavadivel lyah, )
titled “Sai Sal’:aptham”. In 2014 Suren delivering a speech at Kotahena Sai Samithi
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he released a DVD “Sai Dharshan” in memory of both his parents. On Swamy’s
Birth Anniversary, 23 November 2015, Suren published a book named “Eternal
Glory of Immortal Sai” (collecting devotee’s experiences from books and Radio Sai
Programmes.) This work was started in September 2015. Suren fell sick in October
but with Swamy's Grace and strength he was able to successfully accomplish this
work and it was distributed to all the Sai centres in the Island. His aim was that
Swamy’s message should reach all the devotees and that they should experlence
the manifestation of the Divine Avatar.

Education and formative years

His Amma (Mrs. Ratneswari) took the
lead in the education of her children.
Suren fondly recalls his first day at school
“when Amma took me as a toddler to
my cherished alma mater, Jaffna Central
College, she told me the most important
thing in one’s life is education”. He
excelled in his studies and extracurricular . g
activities, winning many prizes for ‘ Suren participating
; ; in a School drama (Court room Scene)
academic excellence. He also won prizes
for English Oration, General Knowledge and general proficiencies. He had the
distinction of winning 1% prize for General knowledge for seven successive years
(from 1967 - 1973). He was a college Prefect and President of the Advanced Level
Students Union (1973). He was also the House Captain of Percival House (1972) and
President of the Hindu Union (1972). Suren represented his college at many inter-
college debates and oratorical contests, held both at the district and provincial
levels and won numerous 1 prizes.

Suren’s Amma also encouraged her children to blossom in extracurricular
activities. But she was quite particular that whatever games or contests they took
part, they should be at their study tables by 6 o’clock in the evening. This rule

oy

g v g, was enforced very strictly and
...:_ D '[f’ JAFFNA CENTRAL COLLEGE  they adhered to it. It was his
; e Amma who kindled his interest
in reading. She enrolled Suren
at a tender age of 6 years to the
U.S Information Centre and
when he was 8 years old to the
Jaffna Public Library. From that
time onwards Suren became
a voracious reader. He read
Standing outside his school premises in 2003 on all subjects, ranging from
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history, geography, politics and science to religion. Swamy Vivekananda’s writings
greatly inspired him when he was in his teens. He also read the Gospel of Swamy
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, Ramana Maharishi, Paramahamsa Yogananda, Sri
Aurobindo, Yogar Swarmigal, Thirukkural, Periyapuranam, Ramayanam and
Mahabharatham. It goes without saying that he used to be engrossed when reading
Swamy’s stories (Sri Sathya Sai Baba & Shirdi Sai Baba books). His face always
shone and radiated with divinity when he read Swamy’s books. He was not only
seeped in Swamy’s teachings but also put them into practice as a true Devotee. In
addition to that, classics from Shakespeare, Bernard Shaw and Milton were also a
part of his regular reading.

Surendan, a great orator

Suren was an eminent lawyer of our
times, a President’s counsel and a
Professor of Law. He has spoken in
many seminars on commercial law
as well as condominium and property
law. When Suren stood in front of
the podium, the audience was lost
in his captivating voice, strength and \ i 4
dlgntty. I-!e bor? 2 [lght bulis pyes Speaking as the Pres:'dentoftheA;L Student Union
with an imposing appearance. As Jaffna Central collage (1973)
Suren begins a speech, his resonating

deep rich voice would enthrall the audience. His choice of words and the substance
of his speech usually created a lasting impression on many young people who
drew inspiration from his wisdom. He had the easy ability to speak on any subject
with authority and had a keen sense for world history and politics- in addition to
legal topics, ethics and philosophy- which drew in people with all sorts of interests
to listen to him spellbound.

HiS 2014 address at the Theosophical Society was greatly appreciated and enjoyed

by the members. As the President of the
Vivekananda Society he presided in many
meetings and gave many speecheson Swamy
Vivekananda. He has commemorated
Sir Pon. Ramanadan Memorial functions
and spoken on behalf of the Vivekananda
Society. His speeches at Colombo University
4 (Tamil cultural day) and Jaffna Law faculty
were astounding. When Suren was invited
as the Chief Guest for the Annual Prize
Giving of his school, Central College Jaffna,

Addressmg at a Law conference (BASL)
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he delivered a speech that was well received by the students. He also spoke at the
Sri Sathya Sai Educare Progamme on Swamy’s 83" Birthday at the Ramakrishna
Mission. The numerous occasions he was invited to speak, on varied subjects, are
a testament to his prowess in being a captivating speaker.

Family Life: His wife and children

On the 24" of November 1984, Surendran married Renukadevi, the second daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. V. Murugesu. Renuka was brought up in a spiritual environment
with the teachings of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother. Her marriage to Suren, who
was an ardent Sai devotee, made it a perfect match. It was indeed the marriage

With Childran Prashanthan, Pradharshini & Pavithra
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of two hearts and minds, the joining of two souls who have lived their lives in
complete faith, love and devotion.

Suren and Renuka were blessed with three children, Prashanthan, Pradharshini and
Pavithra. His son Prashanthan was his pride. His Daughter Pradharshini, passed
away at the tender age of 12- having been ill from the time she was 8 months,
which confined her to bed till the end of her life. Pradharshini’s grandfather Mr.
V. Murugesu, in his book “The cosmic Dance of Lord Shiva”, wrote about his
granddaughter (in whose memory the book was dedicated)

“It is the story of a great child
soul that took birth in our
family and who by her silent
presence brought about a vast
transformation in the lives of all
who came to know her.” “She
was a divine soul, a Goddess born
in our midst”

His youngest daughter Pavithra
was his pet and was very dear to
him. His day was never content
unless he saw her face.

An embodiment of love

Surendran was a loyal and loving son. Being the eldest in the family, he looked
after his parents with love and care. He always strove to provide the best for them
and kept them happy and comfortable.

Sivagnanalingam Uncle G Aunty, Anusha, Sharaniya, Sivaganesh, Yaso, Ashwini, Bakshi, Sivakantha, Yaso,
Vishnu & Dhivanan
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His two younger brothers, Narendran and Gathatharan, always looked up to him
as a father. They always reached out to him for advice and guidance. Though living
in Canada, they always shared with him (on skype or phone) stories and interviews
from Radio Sai Programmes and other spiritual experiences they had shared with
their father (lyah). They spent many hours in conversation, a pursuit which gave
him immense happiness.

Suren was a loving and adorable
nephew to his maternal Uncle
and Aunt, Mr. Thuraisingham
and Kamala Thuraisingam. Suren
was a pillar of strength to them.
He was extremely attached to all
his cousins from both his father’s
and mother’s sides. Mr. and Mrs.
Sivagnanalingam, their children
and grandchildren were like his
family, and spent many a happy
day at his residence. He was a
wonderful host, caring and hospitable, and together with Renuka made a home
that welcomed all.

With Aiyah, Amma, Renuka, Naren, Janaki, Tharan & Vinothini

Suren was devoted to his
father-in-law, Mr. V. Murugesu
and they shared a lot in
common- given their shared
interest in law and spiritual
philosophy- they developed a
deep bond which he cherished.

Suren was deeply attached
to his brother -in- law Mr. K.
: g Neelakandan. Suren respected
Suren with his brothers - in - law Neelakandan Anna & Nithi him as an elder brother and
loved him abundantly for his
sincerity and truthfulness. Neelakandan Anna always stretched a helping hand in
all family functions and in organizing all society matters. Surendran and his family
were always grateful to Mr. Neelakandan as it was he who took the initiative and
arranged his marriage with his sister-in-law, Renukadevi.

Mr. Nithi Murugesu, his brother -in-law (brother of Mrs. Surendran) was a dear and
intimate friend. He spent many a day talking to him about their shared interests
in law, politics and philosophy. Nithi’s love and respect for Surendran Anna was
immeasurable.
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Mr. Neelakandan’s children
(Saravanan,  Janani  and
Pranavan) were always in
and out of Renuka’s and
Surendran’s  (Chithi  and
Chithappa)  house  from
their childhood days. They
were drawn to his love and
personality like a magnet is
to metal. They used to enjoy
his lengthy talks and he in :
turn was immense[y happy Holiday with Neelakandan and Family

to share his thoughts with

the young ones. Time was no barrier to these conversations. They loved their
Chithappa and were always ready to render a helping hand. He took great pride in
their achievements, as if they were his own children. He leaves a void in the lives
of all his loved ones, that cannot be filled.

Suren was an epitome of spiritual virtues and embodiment of selfless love. He will
be deeply missed by all those who knew him. May he rest in eternal peace and bliss
at the Lotus feet of Bhagavan Baba.

OM sai Ram.

i

Suren’s 50th Birthday with Family
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From Shiridi Sai Baba’s
Sai Satcharitram

Devotee’s Experiences

Now to return to the other more interesting subject. Lord Krishna has said in the
Bhagavad-Gita (9-26) “Whosoever devoutly offers to Me a leaf, a flower, or a fruit
or water, of that pure-hearted man, | accept that pious offering.” In the case of Sai
Baba, if a devotee intended really to offer anything to Sai Baba, and if he afterwards
forgot to offer the same, Baba reminded him, or his friend about the offering, and
made him present it to him, and then accepted it and blessed the devotee. A few
instances are given below.

Tarkhad Family (father and son)

Mr. Ramachandra Atmaram alias Babasaheb Tarkhad, formerly a Prarthana-
Samajist, was a staunch devotee of Sai Baba. His wife and son equally loved Baba
or perhaps more. It was once proposed that Master Tarkhad should go with his
mother to Shiradi and spend his May vacation there, but the son was unwilling to
go, as he thought that in case he left his home in Bandra, the worship of Sai Baba
in the house would not be properly attended to, as his father being a Prarthana
Samajist, would not care to worship Sai Baba’s enlarged picture. However, on his
father’s giving an assurance of oath, that he would perform the worship exactly as
the son was doing, the mother and the son left for Shiradi on Friday night.

Next day (Saturday) Mr. Tarkhad got up early, took his bath and before proceeding
with the Puja, prostrated himself before the Shrine and said - “Baba, | am going to
perform the Puja exactly as my son has been doing, but please let it not be a formal
drill.” So saying he performed the Puja and offered a few pieces of Lump-sugar as
naivaidya (offering). The sugar was distributed at the time of the lunch.

That evening and next, Sunday, everything went on well. The following Monday
was a working day and it also passed well. Mr. Tarkhad, who had never performed
Puja like this in all his life, felt great confidence within himself, that everything

was passing on quite satisfactorily according to the promise given to the son. Next
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Tuesday, he performed the morning
Puja as usual and left for his work.
Coming home at noon, he found that
there was no Prasad (sugar) to partake
of, when the meal was served. He
asked the servant-cook, who told him
that there was no offering made that
morning, and that he had completely
forgotten then to perform that part of
the Puja (offering naivaidya). At this,
he left his seat and prostrated himself
before the Shrine, expressed his
regret, at the same time chiding Baba
for the want of guidance in making
the whole affair a matter of mere
drill. Then he wrote a letter to his son
stating the facts; and requested him
to lay it before Baba’s feet and ask His
pardon for his neglect.

This happened in Bandra at about Tuesday noon.

At about the same time, when the noon Arati was just about to commence in
Shiradi, Baba said to Mrs. Tarkhad, “Mother, | had been to your house in Bandra,
with a view to having something to eat. | found the door locked. | somehow got an
entrance inside and found to My regret, that Bhau (Mr. Tarkhad) had left nothing
for Me to eat. So | have returned unappeased”.

The lady did not understand this, but the son, who was close by, understood the
whole thing: that there was something wrong with the Puja in Bandra and he,
therefore, requested Baba to permit him to go home. Baba refused this, but allowed
him to perform Puja there. Then, the son wrote a letter to his father, stating all
that took place at Shiradi and implored his father not to neglect the Puja at home.
Both these letters crossed each other and were delivered to the respective parties
the next day.

Is this not wonderful?
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Clarion Call of Swami
Vivekananda

Life is short! Give it up to a great Cause.

| do not belive in a religion or God which cannot wipe the widow’s tears or
bring a piece of bread to the orphan’s mouth.

Jealousy is the central vioce of every enslaved race. And it is jealousy and the
want of combination which cause and perpetuate slavery.

Stand firm like a rock. truth always triumphs.

So long as the millions live in hunger and ingnorance, | hold every man a traitor,
who having been educated at their expense, pays not the least heed to them.

Only that kind of work which develops our spirituality is work. Whatever
fosters materiality is no work.

There is no chance for the welfare of the world, unless the condition of women
is improved. It is not possible for a bird to fly on only one wing.

Want of sympathy and lack of energy are at the root of all misery, and you must
therefore give these two up.

It is indeed very difficult to have an equal love for all, but without it there is
no Mukti.

He who is the servant of all is the true master. He never becomea a leader, in
whose love there is a consideration of high or low. He whose love has no end,
and never stops to consider high or low, has the whole world lying at his feet.

Aye, for a dozen bold hearts, large, noble and sincere.
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A loving tribute to
Sathya Sai Baba

“I give people what they want in the hope that
they will begin to want what | want to give them”
- Shiridi Sai Baba

“If you shed one tear drop for me
I shall wipe a hundred from your eyes”
- Sathya Sai Baba

The Historic declaration made by Sri Aurobindo on 24/11/1926 the day after the
birth of our beloved Swami:

“Sri Krishna has descended into the physical.
A power infallible shall lead the thought, in earthly hearts
kindle the immortal’s Fire, even the multitude
shall hear the voice”.

seaunsl Sleusfise wNENGer Signaugy 24.1.1926 Seiny wanGund Ui SipelbsT 6FUs LIOLELD
UL eoTid :

uf Hmenewer GueTdaone Seusdleg ellLT). Slensss QLTS Oleurs F6H LS
wnEsT SsumissiGon Meneowrsr Shsils Soow asmpbaall G efwg aslwb. S Larws
LonGEeTsefler aemremmisanet aulfl HLEHEF OFedaILD. Se0TSHND ASMEDBUIETITET DEGET ShHS
8eop aunsemsd GELLNTHET

“Bhagavan Baba is acclaimed the Avatar of the age, who has descended in human
form to lead mankind along the path of love and devotion. There is something about
Baba which is so profound and deep, so vast and limitless, so infinite and universal
that it is not possible to describe it in words. One has only to experience it by
being in his Divine presence. The greatest and the most convincing characteristic
of an Avatar is its capacity to transform human beings. Baba has this capacity in a
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supreme and unprecedented measure. One is enveloped in such a highly charged
aura of love in his presence, such a profoundly spiritual and holy atmosphere that
many are transformed on the spot. He is an Avatar who is conscious of his Divinity
and lives constantly in a state of identification with Pure Consciousness. | saw my
Krishna in Him”.

“UseunetT LU etlls Gosens STy eubufigib Lk aufuilad BLEHE s aubs BGHs Wssden
SleUBMILD Sheuny. ShLohe SEelTn eTaremeoiny WPrGauwmnn Seung) SleugnpFApleny eFmhsafisd cupss
wprung By Sieung shBBUlD Smhe Sauaiss 2 eom GG WPRLLD. @dh Sleusnrsglen
e Suwsdemr Lafisrsefer ampsans WepLIGR LIHHSDS gnuBSEIes HEh. Sis
Buwebsmu umum W HmLuren StereliGe QeuafiLBSS@eTDNT. Speurfiert FNHEBBSWSHE ghuELd BsaD
ShipLonen yeofls e pefiGer erggemetGun Guise Sleurg sfsend eubn o L GsorGuw EsUlls LTemsHE
Slpydnniast. Sieuy seng eglelsn Lpfu 2_emrelGaGL Hemens g FEfTehs GFmepULLTE(a
erermLb elleNRiGESTON. UMTUNEIEe TelTan emLIL ElHaRETTemEIT [BITEDT SeuoT(BL60T"

Hon'ble Justice Sri P. N. Bhagavati
Former Chief justice of India

“I have always been able to see the human aura, that is, the energy pattern which
surrounds a person. The auras around average people extend as much as three
to five feet. The aura around Sathya Sai Baba went beyond the building against
which he stood; this energy field reached thirty or forty feet in all directions. In
my experience | have never seen such a powerful and radiant aura. As | stood next
to Sathya Sai Baba, | could see his aura reach beyond the platform; it surrounded
all the people in the room, and reached each and every person in that room. His
selfless love transcended their fears and worries. Perhaps of all the miracles |
witnessed, no miracle is as great as the miracle of one giving so much love to so
many people. In short Sai is love walking on two feet”.

“wetlipgaenet Hrluilmassann eefleu’ L misenen (aura) snsorudGe mres Gaiss) EUDMENET. FMSMTETOTLDNS
weligissmen sHYl Smédam geflal Loreig dpafelnmbs eng Sl Sealhe LLEGL SmE@Ld
Sheumed unUmemey &H1fl Bapbs @efeulLb Sl Mt S&METTNEBES SLIRLSH60T SleTeneuwiLd SITETTTIL
eTedeon Femssefigud 30 Slebeog 40 Slg SleTallh® LTHEGHSS!. ETETEIEPLLI Signuausled Seiicuerey
F68| aMibs Uipsneoner gefl aulL S HeT HauGs Seemen. UTUT SIDIHEMHBHES OUNLPSI SleudHeES
Sipdled Flerm CEnampbhs BreT Slburs @efleul Ll Sikgs GaoLenw BLBEH SES e LSHE0
EpbHs FEUNTHEIDILILD SDLaINSS Se0TTBLET. SlaIg SHeiTanenD Seisr gefleul L Léseafer
LWRISEDENLLD Seuenaenemud Bod alGdaing. mrear Ofbs Sihusmuseilsd eTedsombd LlsLGLIfi
SIhusLD. SleuT seofl QBEUITE erHHemeGLT CUTSETHEE SULpruleu bty Sleurllett SIDUSLD sredr,
FBRIBFEETELGLTEED Sdhaned dEss 2_conalamLd Ssnenunn SlemGu Fmull

Dr.Frank G.Baranowski
University of Arizona - USA
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“Bhagavan Baba is an avatar who interprets uplifts and is the architect of Operation
Human Deliverance from darkness. Tamaso ma jyothir gamaya: Lead us from
Darkness to Light. That is the mission of Bhagavan Sai. This vision and mission of
Sai is all- comprehensive, all-inclusive and universally luminous. Bhagawan Sai is a
celestial response. Adi Shankara, Shiridi Sai, Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, Ramana
Maharshi, before all of them, a Budha, Jesus or Mohammad came and left. Now
humanity faces the gravest crisis and needs the greatest fire fighter and here he is:
SAl; the greatest fire fighter. Where Sai walks is hallowed ground, where Sai sits is
shrine and where Sai speaks, darkness retreats”.

o_etens; Lisofl. Sigl LeyeosLd ermi@Lb el lyaunssens b @I @UUDD LEIfMELD. WiTemet ses Sl
SnodmeRett UPLADDET. Jwesfiald. ussT. Gmsiner. wasbg pUl AWM SuLaoss5IDG
QbBE SPLTD 2 phasSe SHLBABEEDL W ERBME SaTEag o PbasHSEHE Sl
erwpidl 2_entremoenw 2_ewuryefibaGey. Setenp sTosLLSFED Wwells G e aLEUNGILD Seens
G HEE BT FHEIHE eUbADE. 856 CrrsHGe erfibs snaiamaELD SaawasSine CameuliLGeig
Slgoted LG U efd SFsEUTEnOEDET SDaTTSE S S&5H8mIL @ LDTALHLD SHwsmetoriiyll LemL
eSnGeor (greatest fire fighter) Sieuj sneor #null. #nul eMmielsebeond &ML LAGSADTEIT SHRIEGEETLD
ueafls Wil & meunding!. anufl eI seeILD SIbTEaTDNGIT gl SheWTEDG. FTUll ETHRIEISE0EOND 26wl
BawpbssdaonGrm Simie eiflwrenid Sme ellplip SipsslLGSDS.

Hon’ble Justice V.R. Krishna lyer
Former Judge of the Supreme Court of India

Stunned Stars in the galaxy stopped for a moment and asked themselves ‘from
where is this effulgence emanating? How could such effulgence emanate from
planet earth?

Then it dawned on them that the light they saw is the light of love, light of grace,
light of compassion radiating from Prashanthi Nillayiam the abode of Sai

Fwions gafl AenBasGa Wwpwns usluisd Srha 66 eefil Wsnby UDUUL G aibsiens el 6T Grrasl
QB BUID Hewsshs Hem eflewsr Weatase et snedr Ufibg esmetiien Sig smull Peuflded drsnbgl
HenewsFed\mEs UDULGL Stemisr gerf Sipeflar @efl smenemulle gefl smpewTuSSer et sy

Dr. A.PJ. Abdul Kalam
Former President of India
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Gems from
Sri Aurobindo and
The Mother

The nobility of a being is measured by its capacity of gratitude.
- The Mother -

When, in our despair, we cry to the Divine, always He answers to our call.
- The Mother -

It is not by running away from the world that you will change it. It is by
working there, modestly, humbly but with a fire in the heart, something that
burns like an offering.

- The Mother -

He makes our fall a means for greater rise.
- Sri Aurobindo -

Your will is free, it is deliberately left free and you have to choose.
- The Mother -

When, in your life, you meet with a hardship, take it as a grace from the Lord
and, indeed, it will become so.

- The Mother -

It is in proportion to our trust in the Divine that the Divine Grace can act for
us and help.

- The Mother -

Only those years that are passed uselessly make you grow old.
- The Mother -

When, O eager disputant, thou hast prevailed in a debate then art thou
greatly to be pitied for thou hast lost a chance of widening knowledge
- Sri Aurobindo -

Be conscious first of thyself within, then think and act.
- Sri Aurobindo -
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The Gospel of
Swami Ramdas

By proper discrimination between the real and the unreal, give up the desire for
wordly enjoyments which are but ephemeral. The more you fill your mind with
God, the less will be its desire for sense - pleasures. Bhakthi intensifies vairagya.
Strenous effort and regular practice will gradually fill the mind completly with
God and there will be no chance for wordly thoughts or desire to enter it. Now
you experience immeasurable joy and the moment you utter God’s name you
go into ecstasy.

God looks after us and gives us everything necessary. Will he not take up our
so-called responsibility also? So, once you get into God’s train, do not carry
your burden on your head. Keep it at your side. Be sure that the train that
carries you will also carry your trunk. We have to become conscious of God’s
protecting power always. His light is everywhere.

In the Mantra ‘Om Sri Ram Jai Ram Jai Jai Ram’, Om stands for Nirguna
Brahman, Sri for Jaganmata or Shakti, and Ram for Saguna Brahman. So in
this you have Saguna, Nirguna and Shakti all together. It can be said that Ram
stands for Purushottama-Nirguna and Saguna at the same time. Saguna means
that which has name and form, and that is the prakriti. Om is Nirguna and
both together is Ram, the Purushottama. Victory to Him | victory to him?
where In you own heart. What will happend then? He will reveal Himself in
your heart and then all your desires, vasanas and abhiman will disappear. So go
on singing: ‘Om Sri Ram Jai Ram Jai Jai Ram’.

That is why itis said that bhakti is the easiest path. All other paths need a settled
and regulated course of discipline, but in bhakti no such discipline is necessary.
Love is a natural traitin us all, from our very childhood. As children we love our
parents; as we grow, we love our brothers, friends, relations, husband or wife
and so on. Instead of having these perishable things as objects of love, we had
only to look upon God, the imperishable, as the sole object of our aspirations
and love. Instead of loving the perishable which brings us sorrow, we must
love the imperishable which brings us eternal peace.
18
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Message from
Swami Atmaghanananda
=+ Ealp

Sri Ramakrishna Math
Kanchipuram

We are sorry to learn about the passing away of Mr. Surendran, President’s Counsel.
We sincerely condole his death and pray for the peaceful repose of the departed
soul at the Lotus Feet of the Lord.

Mr. Surendran hailed from a family of devoted parents, and thus had imbibed good
qualities like devotion, humility and gentleness. In spite of his compelling duties
at home and his office, he involved himself in public service activities, including
being the President of the Vivekananda Society in Colombo for a long period. His
sudden demise is really a great loss to one and all!

May the Lord bestow strength to the bereaved family to bear his loss!
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Tribute to
Aiyah R. Surendaran
H=—+ +=1f

Pt. Jaidev Kumar Sharma
Sindhi Centre

He was my guru brother. As Aiyah (Mr. Ratnavadivel) always calls me his forth
Spiritual Son and tells me everything about the family and Saints and his spiritual
life. He used to say, “l have a son whom | feel proud of and when lots of people
meet me and say, you are Surendran’s father that really makes me happy”.

Whenever | meet him he is always energetic, positive and talks wisely. He was
always simple, full of smiles, warmth and always welcoming. Anni, Mrs. Surendaran
is also always very pious and like godess Sharda, just stood by him till the end of
his journey. She has always been very supportive and says ‘yes’ to everything he
says. Today after his demise, she is really a pillar of strengh to his family. Both were
the ideal couple. May God rest his Soul in peace and Baba’s blessings, be with him.

Yours ever loving,
Maharaj
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Dedication to
my loving husband

g =%

Renukadevi Surendran

“All life is a spiritual journey under the protection of a compassionate God” says Samuel
Sandweiss in his book ‘With Love Man Is God’. These lines reveal the true purpose
of man’s life on earth, but it is hard to overcome the deep pain and sorrow at the
loss of my loving husband.

You often quote Swamy Vivekananda’s words “Life is short, but the subject is
vast.” True to these words, you departed too soon from this world but the subject
that you gathered in this short period of your lifetime was deep and vast. The
wide knowledge you gathered intellectually and spiritually was unparalleled. Your
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learning was equal to an Encyclopedia; your vocabulary equivalent to that of an
Oxford dictionary; your memory, eidetic. You were born a genius and when you were
praised by others, you smiled humbly. Despite your high academic achievements
and unparalleled knowledge, pride never overcame you. Truth, nobility and right
conduct were the hallmark of your character.

You were a true son and devotee of our beloved Bhagavan Baba and you never
faltered from the path of righteousness. You were always calm and collected,
happy and content; never angry or agitated. The radiant face and captivating smile
of yours will never fade from my memory.

| had not been initiated as a devotee of Swamy when we got married. You,
however, never once asked me to follow your beliefs and you always let me find
my own path. As my faith in Swamy strengthened with his blessings and healing
to our family, you gave me books to read which helped me grow spiritually. Our
trips together and as a family to Puttaparthi, enabled us to experience the Divine
presence of Swamy; he enveloped our whole being with his powerful and loving
gaze at Dharshan times. This experience gave fulfillment to our lives.

We read many books on Swamy together and | will cherish those moments forever.

Even during your illness, you always asked me to read Swamy’s life stories. 1t was a

greatsource of courage for both of us in those difficult times. In our last few months

together you, had developed an urge to read old issues of Santhana Sarathi. You

requested your brother Narendran to bring them from Puttaparthi. | recall those
26
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long nights in Singapore, during
your treatment, when you
could not sleep, we would sit
up together reading, watching
swamy’s dharshan videos and
enjoying ourselves. You were my
constant spiritual companion-
helping me understand the joys
and sorrows of life.

Walking down memory lane, |
recall the happy days | shared
with you. | loved to listen to
the interesting incidents of
your childhood days which you used to narrate to me. You had a knack for telling
stories with great zest; always delivering a story with the right amount of suspense
and plot points. | was completely captivated by your rich and deep voice. The old
Tamil songs which you often sang in your melodious voice still ring in my ears. |
eagerly wait to attend the Bajans at Sindhi Centre conducted by our loving Aiyah
to listen to your soul stirring Bajans sung with so much devotion. When you went
to do your LLM in Brussels, | followed you a month later with young Prashanthan.
We went sightseeing together, where you took us to all the historic places- given
your penchant for discussing world history and your love for learning. Our travels
together in Europe and London are forever etched in my mind.

Watching Swamy’s dharshan - Singapore (Dec.2015)

You imparted your knowledge not only to your children, but also to all your juniors,
friends and relatives who always approached you like an open book, ready to be
filled with knowledge, information and high values. No one tired of conversing
with you; you had the easy 3

ability to explain even the
most complex moral or idea
with a simple story. Every
conversation was enjoyable
despite the discussions going
past midnight.

Your love and kind words also
extended to our driver Sarath
(who joined work in 1998)
and Soma (from 1986) And
not a day have | witnessed
you getting angry or agitated
when they haven't followed
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an instruction given by you.
You have always looked after
their needs and helped them
and their families during
difficult times. It is hard to
wipe their tears when they
speak of your greatness.

Your chamber is empty; your
chair is vacant and your
majestic presence is what we
all miss. Your hard work and
dedication, to provide the best
for your clients was incredibly } Sl
remarkable. It is hard to think Shastiapthapoorthi (Dec. 2014)
that those days are over, when you would continue working with your juniors well
past midnight. You would ask me for many cups of tea to keep you going through
the night. Each time you made it a point to compliment me- always generous with
your words and encouragement. “Superb tea” you will say smiling in that deep
voice of yours. To think now that there would not be another day when | can make
tea or prepare a lovely meal for you, makes me unhappy. Oh how | miss and yearn
for those moments that will never happen again...

You were a pillar of strength to me. | always found courage in your words of
encouragement and praise of my hard-work at Mirra Montessori House of Children.
You made me feel that | was chosen by the Divine to serve young children and
bring out the best talents hidden within them, by giving them a sound foundation.

You doted on all our children-
who became a source of love
and joy for you. You were a
guiding light to them; your
advice and guidance have
given them great strength to
carry on with courage and
righteousness. Many stories
and experiences you have
related to them, sharing your
thoughts and knowledge,
have helped them to blossom
into good human beings

L i - adhering to great wvalues.
30 Wedding Anniversary (24.11.2014) The sound education you gave
28
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them, supporting them in their chosen fields, encouraging them to take on new
challenges, showing them the way forward, have and will always guide them
in every venture they undertake. When our darling Pradha passed away, you
comforted me and gave me strength to face the world and transcend the suffering
and pain. You taught me Swamy'’s teachings:

“True devotion lies in being in a state of equanimity, both in pleasure and pain.
One should remain equal minded in happiness and sorrow, gain and loss, victory
and defeat. Such equanimity can be obtained only through love”

You stood like a pillar; firm in your principles never giving room to unfair play.

Though you are no longer present in our midst and you are no more in your physical
form to adorn our home, | am very grateful to Swamy (Baba) that he sent his loving
son down to this earth to guide me and share with us his wonderful and enduring
qualities which will always be a part of my life and will never fade away.

You lived a fruitful life, accomplishing all the duties of a true and loving husband;
and a great father. Though you have departed from this physical world, your Atma
(soul), which is the purest self, has merged with the Divine. | am sure you will
always continue to guide and protect us.

29

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



A few words about
Appa
FH—s =3

Prashanthan Surendran

“What is the difference between a generator
and an electric motor?” This was a question
that Appa asked me when he took me to buy
ice cream as a kid, and saw me staring at
a small generator. Even though Appa was
a lawyer by profession, he knew | had an
interest in science and hence encouraged
me to pursue my interests from a very young
age. When | finally read about generators and
electric motors during my teens, | realized
that Appa’s simple explanation, given to me
as a child, was apt.

Appa did not confine himself to law. His
curiosity for knowledge extended to the
realms of physics and engineering. While
| was in college, if he came across an mterestlng scientific fact, he would call
me to get a better explanation. The many discussions | had with Appa, sparked
my curiosity, helped me to move out of the well that | lived in, and expand my
knowledge to areas outside of science.

| owe my accomplishments in school and my career, to Appa’s encouragement and
support. | am fortunate to have had him as a father and guide.

“If there is righteousness in the heart, there will be beauty in the character.
If there is beauty in the character, there will be harmony in the home.
If there is harmony in the home, there will be order in the nation.
If there is order in the nation, there will be peace in the world.”
-Sri Sathya Sai Baba

30
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This is a verse that Dr. Abdul Kalam (former
President of India), loved to recite during
his discourses. It was also a verse that Appa
adored very much.

Appa’s post-graduate work was in
International Law. He enjoyed reading and
discussing philosophy, law, politics and
history related to this subject. Appa had
acquired a plethora of knowledge through
his dedicated reading and enjoyed discussing
these topics. Appa never talked about an
ideal system that could bring peace in the
world. However he felt that protecting the
rights of individuals in our country, is a step
towards bringing order in our nation. This idea was on the back of his mind, when
working on cases for his clients.

Appa always enjoyed a good philosophical debate. When | was young, | remember
asking Appa if there is any way in which we could prove that a higher power or
God exists. Even though he was a highly spiritual person, he provided the space
and discourse for alternative ideas such as atheism. He began his response by
mentioning to me, that this was the same question that Swami Vivekananda had
asked when he was young. Appa went on to say, that even he practised an atheistic
train of thought during a phase in his very own life.

One day | asked Appa, “Why don’t you argue at home, when someone brings up a
point that you disagree with?” To this he said that it is best to keep arguments for
courts. He said that everyone is entitled to > - sy

their own views, and that he will standby
his. He believed that arguing at home to
prove a point will disrupt the harmony.
| have always known him to maintain
good relations with his immediate and
extended family.

The last advice that Appa gave me in
January 2016, before | left to the U.S, was
the following:

“There will be moments in life when you
will be pressured with a lot of work, or .
face a tough situation. It is very easy to London (Dec. 1987)
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lose one’s composure during such
instances, and hurt another person
by words or by action. You could have
great ideals, aspirations and want to
make the world a better place, but
it ultimately boils down to how you
treat others and conduct yourself in
daily life. Keep this in mind as you go
forward.”

Appa’s final advice, reminds me of the
following Thirukural...

Sufleorned &L LeuoT & _eTSHMILD SDTES
Eredemned &L su@ - (Gmer 129)
(A wound caused by fire would heal with time, but never, a hurt caused by words.)

| have seen Appa during good times and tough times. Even when life would throw
a curved ball at him, he made it a point to conduct himself in the right manner.
Everything else that he did in life flowed as part of that right conduct. When |
think about his life, and Sathya Sai’s verse cited above, | feel that Appa always had
“righteousness in the heart”.

In his Chambers (Jan. 2016)
32
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Appa was immersed in the teachings and works of Swami Vivekananda. Swami
Vivekananda was an inspiration to Appa and his speeches gave him strength.

Following is an excerpt from Swami Vivekananda’s speech, delivered at the Home
of Truth, Los Angeles, California. In this excerpt, Swami Vivekananda explains the
eternal nature of our soul. He says that there is no death, since there is no birth.
There is no existence or non-existence. This world is an apparent existence. We as
humans are trapped by time, space, and causation :

“Now, when we study metaphysics, we come to know the world is one, not that the
spiritual, the material, the mental, and the world of energies are separate. It is all one,
but seen from different planes of vision. When you think of yourself as a body, you forget
that you are a mind, and when you think of yourself as a mind, you will forget the body.
There is only one thing, that you are; you can see it either as matter or body — or you
can see it as mind or spirit. Birth, life, and death are but old superstitions. None was
ever born, none will ever die; one changes one’s position — that is all. | am sorry to see in
the West how much they make of death; always trying to catch a little life. “Give us life
after death! Give us life!” They are so happy if anybody tells them that they are going to
live afterwards! How can | ever doubt such a thing! How can | imagine that | am dead!
Try to think of yourself as dead, and you will see that you are present to see your own
dead body. Life is such a wonderful reality that you cannot for a moment forget it. You
may as well doubt that you exist. This is the first fact of consciousness — | am. Who can
imagine a state of things which never existed? It is the most self-evident of all truths,
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So, the idea of immortality is inherent in man. How can one discuss a subject that is
unimaginable? Why should we want to discuss the pros and cons of a subject that is
self-evident?

The whole universe, therefore, is a unit, from whatever standpoint you view it. Just now,
to us, this universe is a unit of Prana and Akdsha, force and matter. And mind you, like
all other basic principles, this is also self-contradictory. For what is force? — that which
moves matter. And what is matter? — that which is moved by force. It is a seesaw!
Some of the fundamentals of our reasoning are most curious, in spite of our boast of
science and knowledge. “It is a headache without a head”, as the Sanskrit proverb says.
This state of things has been called Maya. It has neither existence nor non-existence.
You cannot call it existence, because that only exists which is beyond time and space,
which is self-existence. Yet this world satisfies to a certain degree our idea of existence.
Therefore it has an apparent existence.

But there is the real existence in and through everything; and that reality, as it were, is
caught in the meshes of time, space, and causation. There is the real man, the infinite,
the beginningless, the endless, the ever-blessed, the ever-free. He has been caught in
the meshes of time, space, and causation. So has everything in this world. The reality
of everything is the same infinite. This is not idealism; it is not that the world does not
exist. It has a relative existence, and fulfils all its requirements, but it has no independent
existence. It exists because of the Absolute Reality beyond time, space, and causation...”

“On some other occasions, | told you the definition of God and man. Man is an infinite
circle whose circumference is nowhere, but the centre is located in one spot; and God
is an infinite circle whose circumference is nowhere, but whose centre is everywhere.
He works through all hands, sees through all eyes, walks on all feet, breathes through
all bodies, lives in all life, speaks through every mouth, and thinks through every brain.
Man can become like God and acquire control over the whole universe if he multiplies
infinitely his centre of self-consciousness. Consciousness, therefore, is the chief thing
to understand. Let us say that here is an infinite line amid darkness. We do not see the
line, but on it there is one luminous point which moves on. As it moves along the line, it
lights up its different parts in succession, and all that is left behind becomes dark again.
Our consciousness; may well be likened to this luminous point. Its past experiences have
been replaced by the present, or have become subconscious. We are not aware of their
presence in us; but there they are, unconsciously influencing our body and mind. Every
movement that is now being made without the help of consciousness was previously
conscious. Sufficient impetus has been given to it to work of itself.”

- Swami Vivekananda (Home of Truth, Los Angeles, California)
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Appa and I...
gt =

Pavithra Surendran

"1 read somewhere “A father holds his
daughter’s hand for a short while but he
holds her heart forever”. But my darling Appa
i held my hand for a long, long time and will

keep holding it as tight as he used to forever
in my heart.

¥ 1 have spent many an hour helping Appa type
certain articles and his written submissions,
ik which 1 would take a million print outs of,
§ one after the other, and each time with an
& 2dditional new word or thought inserted.
1 was always amazed how easily a river of
words would flow out of him, effortless,
whether he was making a speech or recalling
¢ a touching spiritual experience with Swamy.
' | was never at a loss for words, from the time
~ | was in school, because he was always there
to help me. Whether it was to write an essay, poem, speech or article, | did not
have to struggle as he was by my side giving me points, correcting my grammar
and providing me with all the necessary words. But today | sit in his chambers and
begin to write this message without his words and guidance. | feel lost without my
Appa- my walking dictionary, my confidant, my rock, my everything.

My childhood memories of Appa are of the happy moments we spent together, and
some of the fun and naughty moments as a child. | remember most of the stories
because of his incredible memory in being able to recall them to our family and
friends. One story he recalled often was how | would walk into his chambers as a
toddler and topple his books one by one onto the floor, while he was engrossed with
his work. On a day when | continued to do the same, a heavy law book toppled on
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my foot, and thereafter | never attempted
this play again. He jovially recalls this
story, saying that sometimes one should
learn their own lesson the hard way.

My school days and teens were spent
mostly with Appa, guiding me in my
studies and helping build my knowledge.
| would do anything to go back to those
days, where he asks me to take a book
from his chambers (law, philosophical,
spiritual), turn to a particular page (that
he instantly remembers from memory),
makes me read it; correcting me in-
between, narrating the next line before |
had even read it. Many have often praised
his photographic memory.

At the Prefects’ Oath ceremony at St. Bridget’s Appa’s knowledge was as vast as an ocean.

| am thankful to God for giving me an Appa
blessed with so much knowledge and for always having time to share the same
with me and Anna. Appa always says that we should constantly give work to our
brains and not let it rust. He never wanted to see us wasting time in anyway and if
he ever caught us idling around, he will give us a math problem asking us to solve
it. Though he was a lawyer, he never forgot other subjects such as Math, Science
or Physics. Whenever Anna and | had any doubts he was always ready to help us
with it. | remember those long trips out of Colombo where he asks me to calculate
displacement and velocity while travelling; he made it so interesting that | never
felt | was being asked something related to my studies.

When | had to do my London Advanced Level examinations and didn’t want to
leave St. Bridget’s convent, : j '
| spoke to Appa about it.
He said “don’t worry you
can remain in your school
serving your alma mater
and continue the London
A/ls privately” He was the
only one who supported
my wishes to remain
in school and that was
because he knew what it
was to be a part of your
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school and serve, just
like he did as a college
prefect in Jaffna Central
College.

Appa also  enjoyed
and appreciated
Carnatic music and
Bharathanatyam  and
encouraged me to learn
both arts. He loved
singing bajans and has
taught me some of the
most  beautiful ones : S
that |1 know. He had Arangetram - 09.08.2008
an amazing ear for music and could spot even a single note that is not in tune.
When singing Bajan with him, if | happen to go off key, he would mask it with his
outstanding devotional voice. He selected the bajans and sent me to Sindhi Center
to sing on Swamy'’s birthday for the past 8 years on his behalf. The Bharathanatya
Arangetram that he arranged for me in 2008 was one of THE best days of my life.
He was involved in every little detail, to the smallest requirement, when organizing
this Arangetram, as he always takes a keen interest in organizing any event. He
has always been a person who was very particular about the comfort of others
when organizing anything. He made sure that we didn’t have too many speeches
in-between that would bore the audience and that we select the best and most
popular Carnatic pieces which could be enjoyed by the majority of the crowd. He
also selected the beautiful Bajan “Ramanama tharaham” for which he insisted that
I should dance to, after my rendition at the end of the programme when he came
onto the stage - | saw a proud Appa with a
bright smile on his face eager to embrace
me. It is a scene that | will cherish forever.

Appa was someone who never liked saying
“it can’t be done”. For him, Everything and
anything was possible. He always wanted
us to give the answer, “it CAN be done
Appa”. He wants us to try, even when he
asks the most impossible task, such as
attaching a two hour long video of Swamy
to an email. After joining medical school, |
worried about how neither Anna nor | had
followed him in the field of law to carry his

name forward. When | mentioned this to
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Appa, he immediately said “Why not?
you can always do law if you want to.
Where there is a will there is a way.
But first you should finish what you
started whole heartedly. Don’t ever get
confused”.

My last few months with Appa brought
me even closer to him and God, which
helped me remain positive throughout.

: - When Appa’s health complicatios
began in October, that was the time when all my happy memories almost came to
an end. | still remember that day and how | felt when | opened Appa’s report - The
CA19.9. My whole world started falling apart. As medical students, we learnt how
to ‘break bad news to patients’. Never in my dreams did | imagine that | would be
breaking a news like this to MY own Appa.

All what | learned from Appa, during this period of his life, was to be positive
and never give up, even during the toughest times. Never did he utter a word of
complaint asking why he got such an illness. Even after we went to Singapore and
discovered the severity of his condition he told Pranavan, Maithi and me “don’t
worry darling even if the whole world is against me saying that it can’t be cured
I will NEVER give up. So keep doing the best that you all can” these lines still
reverberate in my ears.

“When calamities and adversities over take us we are reminded of him” says Shirdi
Sai. | remember those days when Appa asks me to get a book from the Swamy
(shrine) room and then sarcastically says “Oh sorry you might not know which
side the room is, so | will get it”. He usually would say this when | forget to light
the lamp and tell my evening prayers. But in the past 6 months when each medical
report came out, the ONLY side | knew was that shrine room and the only person |
turned to was Swamy. Day by day, Appa
brought me closer and closer to Swamy
and itis a bond that | would never want
to lose as Appa is now with Him. The
positive mind set of Appa and his faith
in Swamy made us all stay positive and
hope and pray for a miracle. And this
is what | did until his last breath. But
perhaps, the greatest thing to be happy
about is that he will no longer feel any
pain or discomfort from his illness.
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Between these hard times, there was a beautiful and unexpected moment in our
lives - the time he improved rapidly with treatment from December - February. On
his 61* birthday after receiving his 2" cycle of chemotherapy he told us that he
wants to go to the Shiridi temple in Singapore and thereafter for dinner. That was the
best thing that | had heard in 2 months. | watched him regain his appetite rapidly,
and it was so exciting for me to see him eat by himself after so long. He came to
the Shiridi temple and was able to sit in the 1 row and participate in the evening
aarathi and that was the first
time after so long that we saw
him come out of the hospital
and hotel rooms and walk
around without a wheelchair
holding my hands just like old
times.

Tharan Chithappa and Naren
Chithappa’s visit to Singapore,
during November 2015, gave = i
him so much more courage 61st Birthday, Singapore (16.12.2015)
and faith. The conversations of the 3 brothers on Swamy’s miracles and teachings
were lovely to listen to. They were a pillar of strength to me and Amma. Seeing
Anna after 5 years in December 2015 was one of Appa’s happiest moments ever
and to think that the times we spent together with Appa would never come back...
is hard to digest. After the 2" PET scan showing a positive result, Appa was more
positive than before. We were able to travel back to Srilanka as Appa’s condition
was improving. Watching him wear his coat and going back to courts, work past
midnight with his juniors, engage in long phone calls with his loved ones... all
these were a dream come true for me. | just wish that | could have paused time
during those moments. He also fixed my marriage during the month of February,
confirmed the date as 6™ of July and started informing all his close relatives about
the wedding.

But his health deteriorated over the last month and when | used to come and
ask him medical related questions as to how he was feeling, he started telling
me “Don’t come to my room as the doctor girl, come as my daughter girl”. | was
always his little princess and nothing could change that. Appa’s illness took its
toll on all of us, but what | admired the most was Amma’s strength and unshaken
faith. At times when even we felt exhausted, she would find strength from within
to keep going.

During Appa’s last few weeks, even though his condition was worsening he
continued to speak about the wedding arrangements. When he wanted me to buy
the koorai saree | refused to go as he was in hospital during that time. But he
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said “I will be fine kunju. Don’t worty, go happily and buy the koorai saree” | still
cannot believe that Appa isn’t here but he is definitely watching over us and will
be blessing us. He once told me “Tell Prasanna (my fiancé) not to take my darling
little daughter far away from me” and | said “Don’t worry Appa, we are not going
to leave you and go anywhere”. Instead, he has left us all and gone far away and |
cannot believe this has happened, it's all still like a dream to me.

One morningwhen | walked into his room to see how he was doing, he told me “don’t
worry darling, I'm fine, Swamy has blessed me”. His eyes were filled with tears,
his voice chocked when he added “today when | was watching Swamy’s dharshan
on TV there was thunder and lightning and the TV went blue , but Swamy’s image
remained on the screen for 7 minutes with raised hands” What a miracle. Three
days before Appa passed away | recalled this incident and realized that Swamy has
taken care of Appa and his great mission on earth was accomplished and his soul
was ready to be one with Swamy. They say “God gives his toughest battles to his
greatest soldiers” and Appa is one of those rare soldiers who fought his battle like
no other and had the fortune of accomplishing many great feats in his short life.

Om Sai Ram.
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“He was blessed with acting talents at an early age. Shivaji Ganeshan was his favourite
actor & he would try to imitate him. Sivaji’s speech as Kattabomman in “Veera Pandiya
Kattabomman” was delivered straight from memory to the local home audience. That
speech where the British & their colonial rule were condemned so passionately would
bring tears to the audience.

He was a good singer even as a
young boy. He would sing the song
“ poanaal pohattum podaa” from
the movie “ Paalum pazhamum”
perfectly & would not care when the
audience giggled.

Although physically he was a soft &
tender child (like a flower), he had
great stamina. His aunt Shanthini
would push him on his tricycle &
once he toppled over scratching
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himself & bleeding. He was a 2 year old toddler
but did not shed a tear. It was his aunt who
ended up crying.

He was very eloquent & it was no surprise that
he chose Law as his profession. His gift as an
orator made him choose Law instead of Medicine
which his grandparents had in mind.

When he was growing up, spoken English was
notso common. He was so eager to speak English
fluently that even at that young age he asked his aunt Shanthini to converse with him in
English. She agreed and he was very serious about those sessions. At such a tender age, he
had such ambitions and that led to his success in life,

Bajan session with Pillai Aunty & Shanthini Akka

He had a great aunt named “Pillai Anty” who was a musician and who held music classes,
bajans, etc. He would faithfully attend those classes, which showed his spiritual leanings
even at that early age.

Suren was a kind person. He would never hurt anyone by word or deed. His kind nature
was demonstrated by the way he treated Pillai Anty (who, unfortunately was blind from
birth). His kind nature was his most remarkable characteristic.

When Suren was growing up in Jaffna, we were living in Colombo & hence did not have
the chance of seeing him that often. Only during the holidays we had the chance to meet
him in Jaffna. What we all remember most about him was his talent for singing and acting
from the time he was small. Also, he was very talkative and was always very pleasant with
everyone.

The most striking characteristic that he possessed was his talent for pleasing everybody
- he had nothing but nice things to say to people which showed how he loved people, a
quality that few possessed.”
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Suren - My ‘Sagalan’
and also my learned friend at the Bar

S i

Kandiah Neelakandan

Sister-in-law’s Husband, Friend & Confidant

We are indeed suffering a great loss by the demise of Suren. Soft-spoken, mild-
mannered and unruffled - he was in a class of his own.

We lament his death and in sorrow; we bow our heads in his memory. | was
perhaps one of the two individuals, the other being his junior Kandeepan, who
had the opportunity of observing Suren in the courts as well as in the chair during
the meetings of the Vivekananda Society, of which he was the President. He never
returned abuse to those who turned abusive. He never used harsh language. He
was always very polite.

He was born a Sai devotee and departed with Sai Baba by his side. Addressing a
large gathering of Sai Devotees on Bhagavan Sathya Baba’s 83" Birthday at Colombo
Ramakrishna Mission Hall, Suren said:

“One cannot measure the depth of Bagawan’s teachings like an ant trying
to measure the depth of the ocean. But one can only say, if you understand

BN 4-1 : 1-!.-!
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one unique facet of Swamy’s life - that love transcends all and if you
translate that love into service, then you are always there with Swamy and
Swamy is always there with you”

Suren was always with Swamy and Swamy was always with him. | was moved to
see his sweet daughter Pavithra writing “Sai Ram” repeatedly on a book with tears
coming down her eyes by the side of Suren at Lanka Hospital when the Doctors
had given up on saving Suren’s life. To put it in Suren’s own words, he “has gone
to Swamy’s Lotus Feet”.

Suren was always proud to be identified as a Jaffna man. Although | was not born
in Jaffna (being born to Jaffna Tamil parents who lived in Malaysia and returned
to Jaffna when | was three years old), | too had the same inclination. Therefore,
whenever Suren and | had opportunities of chatting at either of our homes, our
conversation always reflected our pride as Jaffna Tamils who wished to continue
to be governed by the Law of Thesawalamai. We had numerous common interests.
Both of us had a Jaffna palate and we were very fond of pittu, string hoppers,
venthaya kulambu, long beans, manioc curry and pappadam.

Although neither of us were politicians, we were interested in politics and shared
the same political views. Furthermore, both of us have been keen students of
the law and interested in spiritual matters. All these common interests created a
close bond between the both of us. Of course, we had certain differences in our
attitudes and behaviors. | could never be as calm as he was. | could not always
be as polite as he was. Unlike me, he was never hasty. Nevertheless the common
interests we had overshadowed those differences.

Suren was born and grew up in the Divine surroundings of Nallur, in close proximity
to the Nallur Kandasamy Temple. This is what was said of Nallur by a poet Jean
Arasanayagam in ‘Remembering Nallur - 1984’

“..turning over and over again in the sand

of the temple veedhi your eyes are blind

to all but god, you rolled your body

through the dust your veshti stained

with sweat, then you saw god,

cried out his name, unceasingly you

cried, held out to him your heart

clutched in your hands, offered as sacrifice....”

Not only did he grow up as a son of ‘Nallur’, Suren always remained so until the
very end.
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My acquaintance with Suren was at the farewell dinner to Mr. K. Sivananthan, who
was migrating to Australia. This was in June 1984 at the Taj Samudra Hotel. Young
bachelor Suren, joined my wife Sashi and me at the table reserved for vegetarians.
During our first meeting itself, he impressed us both and we thought he might be
the ‘Krishna’ dreamt of by Renuka, who never missed a single Krishna Jayanthi.
When | came to know that Suren was a Sai devotee, | decided to approach Ms.
Urmila Sambandan (another Sai devotee who was my client at that time), having
obtained the approval of my parents-in-law. Ms. Sambandan arranged for me to
meet Aiyah (Suren’s father), who took a special liking to me at the very outset and
this led to a successful completion of the marriage proposal.

I will never forget how Suren’s wedding took place with a radio announcement
on 24" November 1984. The wedding was fixed to be held that evening at Shri
Manicka Vinayagar Kovil. Suddenly, a few days before the wedding, curfew was
declared during night-time and this was to continue on the wedding day also. The
wedding, therefore, had to be advanced to the morning.

I vividly remember how | went to the Kovil and got our Chief Priest Mani Aiyar to
seek an answer from Lord Vinayagar by tying flowers and the Lord’s reply was to
advance the wedding to that morning. We frantically began making telephone calls
(on land-lines) to all the invitees and as there was difficulty in reaching everyone,
we decided to have the change of time announced over radio. That may perhaps
be the only wedding announcement that was ever made on radio. It had the
desired result. Virtually everyone who was invited attended the wedding. When |
was given the sorrowful task of drafting Suren’s obituary notice on 11" April 2016,
| recalled how I also drafted the wedding announcement in 1984 and I could not
control my tears. | did not ever imagine that that day would come.

Another interesting feature is that Suren had two ‘best men’. Renuka who was
very fond of her first nephew - my elder son Saravanan and was keen that he should
also be a best man with Renuka’s cousin Pathma akka’s son, Kumar. Saravanan
was just five years old at the time. That was the story of how Suren became my
Sagalan.

Suren won the love and respect of all my three children because of the affection
he showered on them as their Chiththappa. Children of both families still love
each other as own brothers and sisters. Suren’s affection towards my children
earned their sincere and dedicated admiration. | know how Pranavan struggled
and spent several sleepless nights trying everything possible to save Suren’s life. It
was miserable for him to see Suren disappear from this world, in the midnight of
10'/11*" April 2016. Suren was surrounded by all his loved ones as he departed this
world.
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| really miss my daily chats with
Suren, which was part of our routine
every night after dinner. Sometimes
forgetting that he is no more, | think
of calling him after my dinner. We
used to chat on phone on a variety of
subjects which included interesting
legal problems politics and sufferings
of our people. Of course, we never
failed to talk of our Jaffna identity.

- “% He and | too were proud of what the
Prime Ministers of Slngapore and Malaysia said of Jaffna Tamils.

| wish to quote:
Mr. Tunku Abdul Rahman of Malaysia once remarked:

“The dedication and stability of the Ceylonese who worked in large numbers
in almost every branch of the public administration and in the plantation and
industrial sectors, has left an indelible mark in my mind.”

Dato Seri Dr. Visu Sinnadurai, Adjunct Professor of Malaysia who edited the
publication ‘Legacy of the Pioneers; 125 years of Jaffna Tamils in Malaysia’, quoting
what their Prime Minister said has observed as follows:

“What was notable was that they discharged their respective duties with great
pride and dedication. They key drivers to the success and contribution of the
Jaffna Tamils were a sense of pride, dedication and motivation to perform
well and succeed. Further, a sound education has always been regarded as
the cornerstone to success, and as a consequence, a high premium placed on
education. In fact, as in my own family, our parents subsequently inculcated
upon us these high principles, noble values, and a strong desire to excel.”

Mr Lee Kuan Yew, the famous Prime Minister of Singapore had this say:

“In terms of numbers the Ceylonese, like the Eurasians, are among the smallest
of our various communities. Yet in terms of achievements and contributions
to the growth and development of modern Singapore and Malaysia they have
done more than warranted by their numbers. In the early days of Malaysia’s
and Singapore’s history the civil service and the professions were manned by a
good number of Ceylonese. Even to day the Ceylonese community continues
to play a prominent role in these and other fields of civil life. For example in
50

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Singapore, today, the Speaker of our Parliament is a Ceylonese. So is our High
Commissioner in Great Britain. So is our Foreign Minister. In the Judiciary, in
the Civil Service, in the University, in the Medical Service and in the professions
they continue to make substantial contributions out of all proportions to
their numbers. They are there not because they are members of a minority
community but on the basis of merit.”

Gerald Hawkins wrote :

“All men are equal but some are more equal than others”,-and the jaffnese are
in the latter class. They work hard and faithfully wherever they go and have
won not only general respect but also affection so great that they have earned
many nick names such as “The Aberdonians of Asia” and “God’s Gift to the
Government Officials.”

Both of us used to recall these words of praise, and lament about the current
predicament of Jaffna and our people.

Suren has been a source of encouragement to me in my service first as the General
Secretary and then (since 2™ December 2012) as President of the All Ceylon
Hindu Congress (“ACHC”), of which he was a Trustee. | used to consult him on
statements which 1 used to draft for ACHC. As both of us were on the same wave
length, his contributions and suggestions were very useful and readily acceptable
to me. Although he did not want to step into limelight, he knew the ‘pulse’ of our
community. At the same time he would discourage from making any controversial
statement and | always appreciated this as it was done in my interests.

We Hindus believe that Love is God (‘Anbe Sivam’). Love to God must be cultivated
for love’s sake and not for the sake of any reward, that being the form of God.
Saint Thirumoolar has sung in Thirumanthiram that Love and God are one. Sir Pon
Arunachalam has rendered into English those words of deep meaning, as follows:

“The ignorant call Love and Siva two different objects.
No one knows that Love and Siva are both the same.
If one knows that Love is Siva.

One will abide in grace the form of Love and Siva”

Suren not only preached but also practiced the doctrine of Love without fearing
the jeers of the world. Swami Vivekananda once said:

“In the past present and future Love is greatest! Thus following the ancient
sages, we have dared to preach the doctrine of Love, without fearing the jeers
of the world.” 51
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Suren’s words and life reminded me of a song of Saint Thayumanavar, which has
been translated by Sir Pon Arunachalam as follows:

“Whatsoever the eye seath is Thou,
Whatsoever the hand doeth is Thy working,
What the mouth uttereth is Thy praise,

The earth and other elements and all living are
Thy gracious forms, O Lord”.

The following lines of Swami Vivekanada are also reminiscent of my memories of
Suren:

“Loving others is virtue; hating others is sin.
Faith in God and in one’s own self is

Virtue; doubt is sin.

Knowledge of oneness is virtue; seeing
Diversity is sin.

The different Scriptures only show the
means of attaining virtue.”

Suren, as a Senior, gave his juniors salutary leadership which reminds me of what
Lord Krishna said in Bhagavad Gita:

“Whatever action a great man performs, common men follow. And whatever
standards he sets by exemplary acts, all the world pursues.”
- (Bhagavad Gita-3.21)

He was really a ‘yogi’ performing his duty equipoised. Lord Krishna told Arjuna in
the Bhagavad Gita as follows:

“You have a right to perform your prescribed duty, but you are not entitled to
the fruits of action. Never consider yourself the cause of the results of your
activities and never be attached to not doing your duty.

“Perform your duty equipoised, O’ Arjuna, abandoning all attachment to success
or failure. Such equanimity is called yoga. - (Bhagavad Gita 247-48)

Thiruvalluvar has said:

“It is said that all good things are natural to those who know their duty and
walk the path of perfect goodness” (Kural 981)
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In the words of His Almighty, a person of “firm resolve with mind and intellect
dedicated to Me, he, My devotee, is dear to Me”. (Lord Krishna in the Bhagavad
Gita 12.14)

Suren always wished the Bar to maintain its reputation untarnished and its pristine
glory treasured for all times. He always enjoyed his professional work with the
pleasure derived from arguing cases.

For a Lawyer to be a successful Counsel he must have complete, accurate and
profound knowledge of the law in all its relevant branches, of course with an acute
mind and a logical approach to the questions that arise in the case for decision. He
had the required ability to present a clear argument in a manner which would win
the attention of the judges and convince them of its correctness.

He won the confidence of the judges who trusted him because they know that he
would never mislead or deceive them on any question of law or fact, and that in
every statement he made they could rely on him to be faithful and honest.

The hard work and meticulous preparation he put into his work was prodigious.
He was equally excellent in presenting in courts what he had prepared. His mind
was always alert.

If he had lived for a few more years, success as a leading counsel would have in
super-abundance but fate has decreed otherwise.

He was extremely widely read both within and outside the law but most intensively
in the works and teachings of Swami Vivekananda. It was a treat to listen to his
addresses as the President of Colombo Vivekananda Society at its various functions.
Those speeches had all the qualities that an eminent religious preacher normally
has with a stamp of quality that was inimitably his own.

No length of years will dim the memory of the good Senior who guided juniors in his
chambers in a pleasant friendly and fatherly manner. He was always considerate
to them. There was hardly a junior who did not learn something from him. He
was a model Senior.

Renuka who caringly stood by Suren in all the shades of his life in good times and
in hours of pain and sorrow may only console herself that she was very fortunate
to have had a devoted husband.

Although it is unfortunate that they have lost their Appa who remained to end
youthful to Prashathan and Pavithra can always be proved that they are and will
always be recognized the children of a great gentleman of rare excellence.
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with indomitable courage that he always displayed he fought his illness to the last.

His greatness lied not merely in his qualities as a counsel and his masterly of law
but in his character as a gentleman. A number of our colleagues who called at
Suren’s home to pay their last respects was of one voice when they told us that he
was a great gentleman and always treated everybody -even his opponents in court
cases - with the utmost courtesy. No doubt there was a personal charm about
him. He was more a good Hindu and Saibaba devotee. He held the office of the
President of Colombo Vivekananda Society and also of Trustee of All Ceylon Hindu
Congress with distinction. The Hindu community of this country has lost a great
leader who was held in his esteem.

Suren would have said goodbye to this world with one thought “Honeste Vivere,
Neminem leaders seu alicui tribune - | have lived honourably, | have never harmed
anyone, | have given everyone his due”.
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Our Chithappa -
a wonderful and enlightened human being
3t i

Saravanan Neelakandan, Janani Rajeswara &
Pranavan Neelakandan

Niece and Nephews

Since the day we remember, our Chithappa
Mr. AR. Surendran, showered us with much
love and affection. We, in turn, loved and
respected him and regarded him as a father-
figure.

Chithappa was rich in love, kindness,
warmth, generosity, virtue, knowledge,
intelligence, honesty, integrity and modesty.
He welcomed everyone with an ever-smiling
face and was always generous with his time
and compliments. Our Appa would always
encourage us to obtain Chithappa’s advice and
guidance prior to taking important decisions.

Kanag-Isvaran Sir, in his reflection, has quoted
the Tamil proverb ‘®ssgdar e wasHo
esfluyb (‘the beauty of the soul can be seen in
one’s face’), which is an apt description of
Chithappa’s persona. Having grown up in the
holy city of Nallur, which was the historical
capital of the ancient Jaffna Kingdom, in the
environs of the sacred Nallur Kandaswamy
Temple, Chithappa was imbibed with a very rich cultural and religious heritage.
He was an ardent devotee of Nalluran and Sathya Sai Baba. One of our earliest
memories of Chithappa is witnessing him perform pooja in the shrine room,
followed by a few thevarams and bhajans. We loved to listen to him sing, in his
sweet and clear ‘ganir’ voice, and would patiently sit beside him. We also had the
opportunity of listening to him sing Sai bhajans at the Sindhi Centre, whenever we
tagged along for the Thursday pooja conducted there by Chithappa’s father ‘Aiyah’.

Savananéjanf with Ch:':hthap, Chithi &
Prashanthan
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| Chithappa always
knew what to say
¢ to cheer people up
and encourage them.
; He gave everyone
around him, including
his clients, a sense
« of confidence and

b support. He had the

% . f alent  of getting
. - A a & people to  work
without scolding them or pushing them too much. He never liked troubling people

and was never short of gratitude to those who help him. He genuinely respected
everyone and their differences.

Chithappa was very proud of our academic achievements and would keenly
inquire about what we were doing at school and subsequently at university. He
was overjoyed that all three of us had chosen law as our profession, and would
frequently discuss legal points and the ‘latest happenings in Hulftsdorp’ with us.

Chithappa had a rare gift of being able to converse with anyone; may it be a toddler,
a teenager or an elderly person, he quickly established a rapport. He was very well
read and had a remarkable memory. We would often sit and chat with Chithappa
in his chambers, after he had finished work, and he would discuss wide-ranging
topics, including law, politics, Hindu philosophy, British and American history,
astrology, Carnatic music, cricket etc., seamlessly moving from one to the other.
We used to be held spellbound as he narrated, in great detail, incidents from the
lives of many great men. He would often quote, from memory, lines from Swami

Chiththappa and Pranavan
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Vivekananda’s speeches. Similarly, he would
quote from landmark judgments, and recall
the name of the judge who had written the
judgment and its citation in the law reports. His
knowledge was such that many referred to him
as a ‘walking library’ or ‘living encyclopaedia’.

As we listened to Chithappa’s interesting
stories we never felt the time pass by. However
tired we were or however late the hour was, we
would always leave his chambers full of smiles
and laughter. Sometimes we find that we are still smiling when we reach home
as we enjoyed his company so much. He would often quote Shakespeare’s famous
lines that time stands still “with lawyers in the vacation, for they sleep between term
and term, and then they perceive not how time moves”.

Law was his passion and he was ever willing to appear without a fee for less
privileged clients or in support of a worthy cause, and he would prepare and study
for these cases as much as he would for any other case. There are so many clients
who are grateful to him each day of their lives for winning them justice. Quite
often, he would tell his instructing lawyers, not to charge too much from the
client and to ask them to pay what they can.

Nothing made him happier than sitting at his desk in his chambers and talking
about the law. The other thing which made him equally happy was spending
quality time with his family, relatives and friends.

Chithappa was courteous to everybody and never had a harsh word to say about

at Saravanan & Janani’s Oaths taking Ceremony (2006)

57

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



at Pranavan’s Oaths taking Ceremony (2010)

anyone; even those who had wronged him. These outstanding qualities earned
him the love and respect of his colleagues in the profession and everyone who ever
had the privilege of getting to know him.

Chithappa had a cool temperament and would rarely lose his temper. On the rare
occasion when a grave injustice to a client would cause him to get angry, he would
still exercise self-control and eloquently make his submissions in court, albeit with
a slight rise in the decibel level. Once when he had ignored a snide remark from the
opposing counsel, we asked him why he had not retorted. He simply replied that
we should not get drawn into unnecessary ‘skirmishes’ but should concentrate on
winning the case, which he did.

Chithappa was also a very humble and private person, who always believed
in keeping a ‘low key’. In 2004, he obtained a Doctorate in Law from a leading
international law school but he never publicised this fact and chose not to use the
prefix ‘Dr.” in front of his name.

We always enjoyed witnessing Chithappa’s support matters or arguments in Court.
We looked forward to these dates and used to get disappointed if the case was
not taken up. Seeing Chithappa in action in court was always a master-class in
advocacy and articulation.

The five-month period soon after his diagnosis of cancer was an emotional roller-
coaster for all his loved ones. Out of the three of us Pranavan, had the opportunity
of spending more time with him during these five months in and out of hospitals
and during his stay in Singapore for treatment. His unwavering faith and strong
character gave us confidence. Even as each trip to the hospital and the treatment
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took a toll on him, he never lost hope and remained cheerful and greeted us
with his customary welcome ‘come, rasa’. Even during his last days, it was heart-
warming just to be in his presence. He did not fail to impress all his doctors and
nurses with his magnetic personality.

There is no doubt we are indeed going to miss him. We can only console ourselves
in the belief that his beautiful soul had continued on its journey to a better place.
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Remembering
our Loving Suren
St =g

Dr. Satkurunathan
Cousin

I never, ever, dreamt that | will have to pen a few lines of appreciation on our
loving Suren. But this reflects the uncertainty of life of a human being in this earth.
This confirms with the saying ofMahathma Gandhi that the next moment in our
life is not in our control.

The sudden death of Suren is an irreparable loss to his family, friends and clients.

From April 1953 to April 1955 | was living with my Uncle at Hampden Lane
Wellawatte. Suren was born on 16-12-54. He was a sweet fair baby and received the
admiration of all relatives and friends of my Uncle. He was brought up in Colombo
until 1958 when the ethnic disturbances displaced him to Jaffna.

His primary education in Jaffna Central College where he excelled in his studies
and got admitted to Law College in 1975.

He started practicing as a lawyer in 1979 and excelled in his profession for which
he received the honour of ‘President’s Counsel’ in 2004.

Suren’s professional life was a success story till the end. He was knowledgeable in
all aspects of law and was sincere to his clients.

His Juniors had total love and praise for him in all what he did.

His personal life was soaked in Spirituality activities, a born teeatotaler, honest,
gentle with a high degree of integrity and sincerity to all who came into contact
with him.

His life was not always a bed of roses. He had instances of tragedy and ill health
which he suffered in Silence undeterred he continued his profession.
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As his brothers were away in Canada the responsibility of looking after his parents
fell on him which he did with love and full responsibility.

Few months ago he spoke to me and informed me to be available for his loving
daughter’s wedding in July. That was the last time | spoke to him.

During the month of January 2016 | had a personal legal matter for which | sought
his advice. He promptly attended to the matter and informed me that he will
appear on my behalf and treat this case as his case and for me not to worry. That
is Suren my cousin the one | can never ever forget.

During that last one month it was all tragic news to me. First | was told he was
admitted to Lanka Hospitals in a serious medical condition. | promptly went and

saw him.

Then he was unconscious and lying on the bed with total serenity in his face. His
wife briefed me on his state of health.

He left all of us on 11.04.2016.

May Your Atma Rest in Peace and Harmony
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A letter...

Arumainathan
Cousin

Dear Renuka, Prasanthan & Pavithra,

We are so saddened and find no words to express how devastated we were when
we received the message about Suren’s sudden demise.

Suren was more like a brother to me. He was our beloved cousin and all my
family members had a lot of affection for him. Out of all 1 had the opportunity
of associating with him in all matters including legal consultations. I cherish so
much the affection he had with us. In fact | still remember the last time | met him
in September 2015 prior to our departure to Canada. | never realised that there
would be no more meeting between us such a cruel fate.

His devotion to religious matters and following of Sai Teachings has been
commendable. He led his life as a true Sai devotee.

It is very distressing for us to accept the fact that Suren is no more. We always
remember the smiling Suren inviting us at his place for a dinner at his place more
often than once.

We very well know that his sudden departure has created such a void in your
family and no words of consolation from us, would be sufficient to come over the
grief at this moment.

However, knowing very well the impermanence of life and eventual call of death
waiting for every individual, we have to accept the reality that Suren has been
called to Rest in the lotus feet of Lord Shiva.

We hope and pray to God to grant you courage and strength to overcome this
moment of sadness and proceed forward and full fill his dreams.

Warm Regards,
Ravi Machchan, Rani Akka and Children & family
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SUREN,
My kith Junior and Colleague
F—r =18

S. Sivarasa PC
Family Friend & Colleague

Indeed it was my privilege to be associated with Suren all of thirty five years as
kith, then as junior and finally as a colleague at the Bar.

It was after | reverted to the unofficial Bar in July 1979 that the association
commenced. | came to know him intimately as we were together in a number of
cases and quite often they were in the outstations which occasioned our, being
together for substantial periods of time and enabled us to divert our attention to
matters other than the law.

In his school days at Jaffna, Suren who resembled a South Indian film star, a good
singer and a qualified Muruthangist was very popular not only amongst the boys
but also the girls who were pursuing higher studies. Perhaps his period at the Law
College prevented him from furthering his prowess in music.

We used to proceed to the outstation courts in my car and | had the privilege
of listening to his rendition of not only carnatic music and film songs but also
devotional songs. The singing of devotional songs was invariably succeeded by an
analysis of hindu philosophy from which | gained knowledge.

It was after his return
from abroad, having
obtained higher
qualifications in the
law, that Suren gave
me the opportunity
to  benefit from
his knowledge
of the historical
development of other
foreign jurisdictions.
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He was distinctly familiar with the legal history of the United States.

The work that we enjoyed most was writing opinions. Suren relished taking a
contrary view and hence would leave no stone unturned in its pursuit. | have
often had the pleasure, at his bequest, of working long hours, reading tomes and
tomes of law and decided cases and finally arriving at the desired conclution,
Suren greatly enjoyed our court cases be they be in the Original Courts or Appellate
Courts. Certainly he preferred the Appellate Court and more so when we were
challenging established precedents. He could with admirable facility foresee
and foretell a judges’ disagreeing remark. But immediately restrain me from the
expressing dissent. Such was his nature that every judge in every court approved
and enjoyed Suren’s conduct and participation.

In the closing years of the 20*" Century as Suren was reaching a level of eminence,
| had several opportunities of seeing the display of goodness and kindness to the
young lawyers who had joined his chambers. It was exem plary.

In August 2001, when | moved my residence to Melbourne, Australia, Suren
succeded me as the President of the Vivekananda Society and during the years of
his Presidency the Society functioned admirably and Suren had the opportunity to
give expression to his religious fervor.

Suren was a loving husband, and a doting father, a sincere friend, a kind and
generous employer and a devout Hindu.

His motto was ‘Help others at all times’.

May his soul Rest in Peace.

with Gnanathasan
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A tribute to a Gentleman
to his fingertips
e 8

A Gnanathasan PC
Family Friend & Colleague

| pen these words with deep sadness to honour and appreciate the memory of
the late Mr Arumugam Ratnavadivel Surendhran President’s counsel, who passed
away on the 11 of April, 2016 having led a life of grace and dignity. The late
Mr Arumugam Ratnavadivel Surendhran, whom | fondly and lovingly addressed
as Suren, was a friend and guide in as much as he was a brother to me. He was to
me and to all alike, a constant source of advice, inspiration and love and therefore
his passing away has left a deep void in me, in his family and in all those who had
the good fortune of knowing him. He has closed his honourable career leaving
behind a host of friends to mourn him and having left the profession which he
adorned, richer for his activities and poorer for his loss. Suren’s demise is a great
loss to the legal fraternity and in particular to the Tamil community. Even though
he has permanently left us, the Tamil community and in particular Hindus and Sai
devotees will always remember his yeoman services and we are thankful to God,
for the life of his faithful servant. '

| have no doubt that this publication will have many enduring tributes to our dear
departed Suren.

Many will miss him, and many more will mourn his demise.

Both of us devilled in the chambers of eminent President’s counsel, my cousin and
suren’s uncle, late Mr.A. Mahendrarajah. He entered the Sti Lanka Law College
in January, 1975. He was one year senior to me and we both were involved in Sri
Lanka Law College Tamil Mandram. He was highly respected and regarded as one
of the most popular law students of our time. I had the good fortune of interacting
very closely with him.

In all our moments of joy and sorrow alike, Suren was always the first to call and
celebrate or mourn with us as the circumstances required. | was always touched
by his caring and reassuring words, when | was in need of them most. More than
everything else he was a loyal friend and reliable ally. He had genius for making
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friends, was cultured, always bright and cheerful. He was one of the most delightful
companions and | do not think he ever made an enemy. The other positive facets
of his life were his forthrightness and frankness. While showing his sympathy and
compassion to the needy on the one hand, he never feared to correct the wrong
doings and mistakes of people without any hesitation .He always called a spade
a spade. There was no compromising tendency in his life. He was a very strong
willed person who had certain stable values in life. 1 am indeed very proud to have
been his friend.

He was a person with exceptional qualities. The exceptional feature in his character
was a calm and cool temperament. He was a gentleman who took everything
with a lovely smile, be it during situations of hard or jubilant times. He was never
tremulous or ruffled during any situation or even under pressure. He used to
chuckle and crack a joke making others smile.

Suren’s heart was always at home, thus he possessed unshakeable love, devotion
and care for his parents, his wife and his brothers. He was a devoted husband, and
a loving and doting father, who gave his family the utmost of his nurturing care.
He was truly a tower of strength to his wife and children, brothers and all other
members of the family and to his relations, who always looked upon him for help
and support in times of trials and tribulations.

He was deeply religious, but was ecumenical in perception and always
accommodated all religions, as one. | have never known him to have failed in his
duties; whatever he did for his family, friends, and colleagues, whether they were
in the right or wrong, it was always with the best intentions. His word was his
honour and his promises were his bond. In short, as a man he was endowed with
a warm, genial, benevolent and magnanimous disposition. His compassion and
kindness knew no bounds. He was completely free of pettiness in his attitude to
others. These were the sterling qualities which endeared him to all those who had
the good fortune to know him. He was the legend of an era, both as a lawyer, and
as a human being.

He had a long and affectionate lasting tie with his childhood and school friends at
Jaffna Central College, where he excelled in studies and extracurricular activities.
At Sri Lanka Law College, he had high ambitions, as a law student, he accomplished
all that was opened to the brightest law student to accomplish. His handsome
looks, friendly and cordial behaviour was admired by everyone, in particular by the
opposite sex (ladies). He was not only elegant in attire, but also equally elegantin
appearance.

He was an unceasing source of advice and assistance to all who needed words of
advice, care and affection.
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Every judge before whom Mr A R Surendhran appeared, cannot have failed to be
impressed with the fact that he studied his brief carefully in every case and placed
before the court, every material of fact and law.

In his professional conduct, whatever he did, he accomplished successfully due
to his commitment, hard work, diligence, dedication and devotion. He never
demanded recognition but earned it through sheer display of professionalism. The
dignity of silk was conferred upon him in 2004.

Above all, he had a deep sense of the dignity of his profession and as deep a
sense of his responsibilities and obligations. To his clients he gave all that could
be reasonably expected of a very learned, fearless and successful counsel; to his
opponents, the courtesy, consideration and fair treatment to which they were
entitled. Indeed, he seemed to regard the performance of his duty to others as
a duty he owed to himself. He had a rich and rewarding life well spent in the
service of fellow-men and God. As with all the worldly things, the end had to
come, but unfortunately it came early for Suren on the sad day on 11th April2016.

It is these great qualities, rather than success in his profession, which won for
him the regard of men... During this phase of his life, under the shadow of a cruel
malady, which ultimately cut his life short, he continued to the end with dauntless
courage, with amazing cheerfulness, to do the work to which he had set his hand.
It was in truth, a cruel end to a gentle life. His life was gentle and the elements so
mixed in him that nature might stand up and say to the entire world “This was a
man”,

Having known him personally for more than four decades, what overwhelm me are
his humanism and his simplicity. All this is reflected in his writings, his speeches.

| carry with me the fond and pleasant memories of late Mr Arumugam Ratnavadivel
Surendhran as a simple and humane person who was loved and respected by all.
The passing away of late Mr Arumugam Ratnavadivel Surendhran removed from
our midst one of the most popular heroes of the Sri Lankan Legal fraternity,

Today, my friend Suren is no more but he has set an example to all of us,” Don’t be
selfish, Care for others too” .Let us also live up to his principles and ideals.

My wife Ariaranee and | share these heartfelt sentiments with his wife Renuka, his
son Prashanthan and daughter Pavithra, and all those near and dear to them, with
a sense of love, affection and gratitude for having known his family and having
been greatly impacted by every member of it.

May his soul rest in peace!
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My dearest friend Suren

I 8

R. Selvaskandan
Friend and room mate

Arumugam Ratnavadivel Surendran or Suren to those who knew him well, was a
man of many talents, a brilliant lawyer, a skilled orator, social worker, religious
leader, but most of all an amazing human being. Suren, | keep picturing him in my
mind, his kind face, genuine smile, and gentle walk; | am fortunate to have known
him, indeed, we all are! As one of the shining lights of our legal fraternity, he has
shone the way forward in the many spectres of commercial law, opening new
vistas and avenues for the common practitioner of law. His keen mental faculty,
his ability to answer on his feet and his quick thinking wit has won him many
friends and admirers over the years.

It is with a heavy heart that | reminisce and recollect the past; it all seems like it
happened yesterday, indelibly etched in my memory, like it or not, we are always
vulnerable to the vivid memories of our early years. | met him for the very first time
in December of 1973 at my Uncle’s house in Jaffna. He was part of the Sai Street
Bhajan troupe organized by his father, Ratnavadivel Ayya. | still remember those
keen twinkling eyes of his as he was sitting there, and little did | know that one
day this piecing young man would go on to become my roommate, and best friend!
Thereafter, we met again in 1979, as we were moving into my Uncle’s house at No.
12 Carlwil Place; | had just qualified for Law College and he was starting his first
year of practice. After my oaths in 1982, we both used to go to Hulftsdorp in the
morning hours, and | remember that the lawyers would very often fondly call us
the “Black & White Carlwil boys”, due to the striking contrasts of our appearances.

Even at school, (He was an old boy of Jaffna Central College) he excelled in his
studies and extracurricular activities and it should be mentioned that he won
the first prize in the College General Knowledge competition for six consecutive
years. Some are born brilliant, and some achieve brilliance through hard work,
and dedication: Suren was both. He made his mark at the Sri Lanka Law College
and passed out with flying colours. As | ruminate, | realise that he never stopped

his zeal for learning and even the heavy practice that he had cultivated could not
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diminish his thirst for knowledge.

I must say that | have been really fortunate to have stayed with him, as we both had
cultivated a habit of taking the opposing sides on any issue, each never willing to
give in on his position. This immensely helped both of us develop a more in-depth
analysis of the law. We were also in this manner, attuned to the finer points of any
issue and had the opportunity to appreciate the perspectives of the other side. It
was this jocular activity that we had begun as a way to amuse ourselves while at
Law College that later on laid the foundations of our legal careers; more so, when
we started our court craft in earnest. These debates and interactions continued
and benefited us later on as we were doing our Masters. Suren was pursuing his
Masters in International and Comparative Law at the University of Brussels, while
I was at the London School of Economics and Political Science.

As a lawyer, he was committed and thorough in his law and brillently grasped the
intricacies of any issue. He was able to articulate his arguments well and was able
to move and create lasting impressions in the Supreme Court and the Court of
Appeal; in fact, the judges of the Supreme Court cherished and valued his inputs
on all matters. Suren has functioned as the Chairman of the Law Committee of the
Bar Association of Sri Lanka. His contribution to the development of the Law in
Sri Lanka is immeasurable particularly with respect to Company Law and Law of
Intellectual Property. Therefore, | was warmly delighted when he was appointed as
a President’s Counsel in 2004.

at Suren’s 60" Birthday
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As | recall, Suren has always been a very religious person and over the years, his
dedication and commitment to welfare of the Hindu religion has grown stronger.
Even while we were roommates, he was a very strong Sai Bhakthan and it was his
habit to try to convince me that | should follow suit and become a Sai Bhaktha
as well. | used to quip that if he came running with me every morning at 5 am,
then | would acquiesce to his request and become a Sai devotee. It goes without
saying that neither of us relented in our set ways. However, one thing that had
continued to remain common between us was our shared interests in social work
and wellbeing of our fellow human beings. We have both appreciated and admired
each other’s contributions in this sphere. His contribution to the Hindu religion
as President of the Colombo Vivekananda Society and a Trustee of the All Ceylon
Hindu Congress were immeasurable.

The enthusiasm and passion that he showed in his religious work, also made
me engage and contribute towards the activities of the Colombo Vivekananda
Society. It had given me great pleasure to witness his joyous reaction to my offer
of sponsoring the Gold Medals for the Arumuga Navalar Oratory Competition and
the Vivekananda Competition. The Society had discontinued the Gold medals for
the want of sponsors and it came to my mind that | had had the good fortune of
winning these medals while studying at Mahajana College, Tellippalai. Suren had
stood by my side, for the past three years, as we jointly gave away the awards and
medals. It pains me greatly to think that Suren will no longer be with me for the
future awards ceremonies.

it is very difficult for me to accept his loss, for he has left a void that is impossible
to fill. | must say that for Renuka, Prasanthan, and Pavithira, it will not be easy to
be without his presence. He was more than a mere husband or a father; for he was
a caring gentle soul, and may | justly say that he was everything a lawyer is usually
not credited as being: kind, gentle, honest, faithful, loyal, and humble! As Martin
Luther King Jr. so prophetically noted, “the quality, not the longevity, of one’s life
is what is important” and Suren has lived a blessed life. | am sure that all of you
will agree that the best way to preserve his memory and be true to his legacy is to
continue the work that he was committed to all throughout his life. May he attain
eternal bliss at his lotus feet!
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My Best Friend Suren...

g 3

A. Sriharan
Friend & Batchmate

| entered Sri Lanka Law College in 1975, and that is the first time | met Suren. From
the very first day our chemistry worked instantly. We both started to sit on the
second row at every lecture and within a few days we became very good friends.
We found ourselves on the same wavelength in Political, Legal and Historical
matters. Since that time Suren has been my best friend. We both passed the exams
in Law College and also took Oaths at the same time.

During the enjoyable time we had at Law College, we happened to be in the same
student group in Tamil Mandram Politics. | was forced to be in a group due to my
political aspirations. Suren joined our group due to his analytical conclusions and
due to the popular demand to be in the right group for the future of the students.
The respect and affection | had for him made me to step down from for the post
of Secretary and allow him to contest for the post of President. Suren commanded
charm, charisma and was a good orator in Tamil and English. Moreover, | envied
him on one important point, and that was the fact that he was more popular
amongst the female students than me! It is clear that our friendship was a destined
union. It so happened that both our wives also carried the same name as Renukal

After being called to the Bar in Sri Lanka, | went to Jaffna, but Suren remained in
Colombo.

| left the country in 1980 to the UK. Although we lived apart, we were in constant
touch, exchanging political and professional views regularly. | had the privilege
of meeting and socialising with him every year for 27 years in Colombo when |
visited during the months of December/january up until 2015. | have not yet found
anybody in my circle equal to Surendran in his professional standards, advocacy,
instant thinking, command of both languages and wit. He was one of the few
Lawyers who was rightfully awarded the Honour of President’s Counsel in recent
times.
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Suren was a man full of humility. He was the most humble person | knew, especially
given his achievements and talents. When | congratulated him on his appointment
as President’s Counsel and told him that | envy him because if | had been in Sri
Lanka, | too could have aspired to receive a President’s Counsel appointment,
Suren’s reply was, “No Sri, you have been elected as a President of the Middlesex Law
Society in UK and that is a higher honour than mine”. | told him that my presidency
will expire in one year but his honour will continue with him until his end and
beyond. We both agreed to disagree.

Suren’s up to date knowledge in Law and International decided cases has amazed
me many times. After | conducted a case at the Court of Appeal in England which
was reported in the All England Law Report in August 2013, | met him in December
and the first thing Suren told me was “Sri, you have a reported case this year on the
principles of exceptional circumstances”. | was amazed to see how he was up to date
with decided cases so quickly. Even in England, many lawyers come to know of the
reported cases much later and usually only when they have a case in the similar
Issue.

Suren was a philosophical and spiritual person. When | met him after he had
lost one of his children, | hugged him and tried to console him. My attempt was
futile because Suren looked in to my eyes and told me “Sri, these souls come with a
mission and when their missions finishes they are taken away by almighty. That is how
I approach it”. By saying this, Suren opened my spiritual eyes.

| wonder whether God had already decided in December 2015/)anuary 2016 if it was
the last time Suren and | were going to socialise and spend time together. We spent
a lot of time on the phone and in person and it was extremely special as once again
we shared our love for Politics and the Law at a high and excited level. During this
time we felt similar to our good old days at Law College. It was the time of the
Presidential Election on 8" January 2015, which changed and ended an era in Sri
Lankan history. This feels all the more symbo]lc | now feel Suren’s passing away
is another era in the legal 1§ Lo

profession  which  has
ended in Sri Lanka.

Suren’s loss is not only
to his family but also to
the Tamil community,
Sri Lanka and the legal
profession. | will miss
him till my last breath.
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We sang together

it g

Shakthidasan
Friend

Om Sri Sai Ram!

The Sindi Centre for me is holy ground, ever since | first visited it in February 1980.
| cherish the Sindi Centre for its spiritual knowledge gifted to me in meeting and
making a human bond hard to replace. | met Rathnaradivel lya at the Shivaratri

festival on my first visit. | kept visiting the Sindi Centre ever since and kept meeting
Rathnaradivel lya too.

It was a Thursday | remember, | was introduced to Suren by Rathnaradivel lya, his
father. Suren was more than handsome. He was handsomely spiritual and devoted
too.l was moved by his devotional voice when he sang Bajans. A fairly good singer
myself, | couldn’t avoid the devotional depth of his voice that made me learn a few
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Bajans from Suren, the Bajans he loved to sing.

Singing Bajans was not the only attraction in Suren. He talks about Swamis,
miracles and other devotees’ experiences which we both enjoyed and was never
exhausted talking.

He read law and became an Attorney with a piercing analytical mind. There
were instances | consulted him on legal matters. He never sent me memos for
his services. His was a heart of a truly gentle friend. His strong friendship went
beyond consultancies without memos. His busy schedules never denied him time
to call me to find out how | was.

Despite his busy life, we continued to meet often enough to share our spiritual
experiences. | was lost in admiration over his devotion to Shridi Baba. His memory
and knowledge of the book “Sai Sath Charithra” was magical from cover to cover.

His demise is irreplaceable for all around him.Yet | wish to see his demise as his
opportunity to merge with Swami.

My most sincere condolences on the bereavement of Suren’s family.

.

with Anusha, son Dhiwakaran, Yaso and Mr. & Mrs. Sivagnanalingam
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Uncle’s Eulogy

Ft 8

Anusha, Satha, Dhiwakaran and Sharanya
Family Friends

It is a difficult task to
encapsulate the spirit
of someone who has
touched so many of us
in so many different
ways. Suren Uncle
was a tremendous
and complex person,
who played multiple
roles; a son to my
grandparents, a brother
to my parents, an uncle to my brother and me, a friend, advocate and role model
to all. Perhaps the best approach is simply to choose a few fond remembrances -
since we could never hope to capture all of Uncle’s many fine qualities.

It was only the very Grace of Baba that brought Suren Uncle into our lives. Back in
the late sixties, my Grandfather and Suren uncle’s father took it as their Sadhana
to spread the word of Baba. As a result of their budding friendship, Suren Uncle
became an indelible part of our family, living with us in our home whilst he trained
to become lawyer. My Grandfather was fiercely proud of Suren uncle’s achievements
and some of his proudest moments were when he was able to attend a function
celebrating Suren Uncle’s incredible life and career.

To his parents Uncle was a filial and devoted son. He affectionately tended to
their every need and fulfilled his duties in line with Baba’s dictates of selflessness
and devotion. Shortly before Uncle’s father (Aiyaa as he was affectionately known)
passed away, he expressed his desire to make a final trip to India in spite of his
faltering health. And so Uncle made all the necessary arrangements so that
Aiyaa could have safe and comfortable trip and Aiyaa was granted serenity and
contentment as he breathed his last.
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One of the most enduring images we have of Suren Uncle is his understated grace.
He was self-confident and always presented a calm and supportive demeanour
as exemplified by his characteristic gentle and soothing manner of speech. In our
family, in times of true need, any want of opinion over a conundrum or stalemate
was referred to Suren Uncle. What many would consider insignificant or an
annoyance, Suren Uncle would never turn away. In many ways our family was
granted a second lease at life due to his sincerity and dedication when solving and
winning the cases. His words were precious and therapeutic as his advice took
hold of our attention and gave us reassurance.

Suren Uncle approached everyone with the same equality and sincerity. He
was turned off by anything crass, by anyone whom he felt was manipulative
or insincere. In both his personal and professional life, he devoted his time to
helping people with equal affection and sincerity that made us fully reciprocate
the emotion. One memory was the year that my grandfather passed away and
of course, Suren Uncle was there to make all the arrangements. Meticulously
paying attention to countless details, Uncle swiftly and subtly provided us with the
warmth and support we needed. Last year, my Grandmother had a fall and had to
be admitted to the hospital. Uncle rushed to the hospital along with Renuka Aunty
and Pavithra. He arranged for Aunty to stay the night with my Grandmother. To
Uncle we were definitely an extended family.

No matter how busy his schedule was he would always make time for those who
were close and dear to him. We never heard Uncle complain that he had too much
to do. He would greet us cheerfully with a big warm smile and would always make
us feel at home. Even if it meant a little inconvenience to him he would still go
out of his way to make our stay in Sri Lanka comfortable. When we were children
he would encourage us as he listened to our speeches. He remembered all our
Birthdays. He would send a plate of sweets and food to my Grandmother without
fail whenever the family celebrated something at their home. He always made it a
point to visit my Grandmother on her Birthday every year.

How do we reconcile ourselves to the heart breaking reality that he is no longer
physically with us? It was Suren Uncle himself, with his ever cheerful disposition,
good humour, courage and absolute lack of self-pity, who made us believe that we
might still have more time, that the void we have in our hearts today might be put
off at least a little while longer. Throughout it all, Suren Uncle never lost his spark,
his wit, his thoughtfulness for his family and friends. Until the last, he wanted
to know about us, how we were doing, and what was new and exciting in our
lives. The past few months further reflected Uncle’s approach to life. It is perhaps
worth mentioning here that his approach extended to all walks of life. Even during
the last weeks he still worked in order to resolve the cases he had at hand. It was
these guiding principles that made him an excellent lawyer and mentor and is
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indubitably a part of his legacy.

It is said that those who have unshaken faith in God will never have any fear. Even
though he knew the nature of his ailment, he was strong and positive. He did not
want those who loved him to feel saddened and so he remained ever so calm. In
January, he told my Grandmother that she need not hesitate to call him if she was
in need. He was concerned as my Grandmother had a little swelling in one of her
knees. My parents visited him on the 13th of February 2016. It was one of those
beautiful warm evenings during which they spent moments that would remain
very precious in their minds. Uncle called it a celebrative occasion as he shared
news of Pavithra’s wedding and the fact that he was meeting my father after a
long spell. Again my mother was fortunate enough to spend another evening a
week later. Not once did Uncle talk about his sickness or show any signs of anxiety.
Instead he was humorous and entertaining, leaving my parents with memories of
those special occasions of warmth and love. Baba says we must take the pleasure
and pain with equanimity. Only those who have very strong faith in God are able
to do that.

Uncle loved to talk about Baba and share his experiences. He also loved Tamil
language and literature. Many of the poems he wrote had a sense of fun infused
in them. The two books compiling experiences of some great devotees of Baba will
no doubt be a source of inspiration.

There is much more to say, and we will have occasion to share our memories in
the days, weeks and years to come. Suren Uncle, your spirituality and love has
undoubtedly filled our world with light. And whilst the time you were with us was
shortened beyond any of our expectations, we thank the Lord for your presence in
our lives. God bless you and your wonderful family. We miss you dearly.

n , e e - -
At Mr. & Mrs. Sivagnanalingam’s 50th Wedding Anniversary
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Uncle Suren -
An Eternal Optimist
§ms =%

Vishnu
Nephew

Some talk of their mentors, people who inspired them to follow a particular
passion or profession in life. Some talk of best friends, people who they’ve shared
great memories with. For me | often keep track of people | should thank for who
I've become in life, and above all Suren Uncle was one of them. He was like a
father to me, and he was so much more than that for so many people.

So what am | most thankful for from uncle? | think that boils down to three main
things (among others). First he taught me the idea of being true to yourself. Uncle
was never one to take the popular road for popularities sake - he was his own man,
strong and resolute in his faith. He challenged convention, and always landed
firmly on the side of morality and righteousness. That might sound easy on paper,
but it stands for a lot more when you have to actually execute.

The second thing | learned from him was intellectual enthusiasm. | recall once
sharing with him a book about American Presidents, and dismissively saying that

New Year 2016 - Singapore
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it was “just some boring
school stuff’. “Useless
information of no value
in the real world,” |
said. What ensued was
a 4 hour conversation
about American politics
and this man’s passion
for democracy, political
parties, and every man,
woman and child who
had ever considered
running for the White
House. Quite simply
it was fascinating. His
intellectual  enthusiasm & 2 ! i v L
taught me that there’s a lot to learn from education, a lot to learn from history,
and there’s a lot to always learn, period. You can never know it all and you can only
stand to benefit from more.

The final thing key thing I learnt from him was simply to be plain nice to people.
The man had not a mean, ill spirited or hateful bone in his body. He simply wasn’t
wired that way. He didn’t know how to be rude to people, and it’s not like he grew
up in a different world than you or 1. In fact some might argue he grew up in a
tougher world. Despite the tough cards life may have dealt him from time to time
he kept a good attitude, and more importantly he treated those around him with
love and kindness. If | could even channel 10% of that in my lifetime, 1’d consider
myself successful.

As an eternal optimist, as I'm sure he would agree, | prefer to dwell not on what
has passed, but rather what he’s given us and left behind in this life. In him | got
a second dad. In his family | got my family, and in his children | got a brother and
a sister. There’s a lot to be learned from him, and | often find myself mulling over
him and what he’d say as he’s watching me over my shoulder.

As a final word | would be remiss if | didn’t say on behalf of us young, handsome
men if we didn’t all secretly wish we had his stunning head of hair. A little known
truth is that as a young boy, | would use ample coconut oil in my hair and attempt
to emulate his hairstyle, with only marginal success. Some secrets in life even he
didn’t share with me, and to this day | don’t know how to get my hair to look that
good; | guess some things are best left to the experts. Miss you very much Uncle,
look forward to seeing you again ... Thanks for everything.
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A Dedication from A Friend
g it

His interests extended way beyond his love and passion for law. His discussions, with
family and friends, spanned from economics and governance to literature and poetry to
life and spirituality. To his memory and spirit | dedicate the following from his favourite
poets:

with Yaso, Aadil and Dhiyanan (Dec. 2010)

I'd like to think when life is done
That | had filled a needed post,
That here and there I’d paid my fare
With more than idle talk and boast;
That | had taken gifts divine,
The breath of life and manhood fine,
And tried to use them now and then
In service of my fellowmen.
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I'd hate to think when life is through
That | had lived my round of years
A useless kind that leaves behind
No record in this vale of tears;
That | had traded all my days
By treading only selfish ways,
And that this world would be the same
If it had never known my name.

I'd like to think that here and there,
When | am gone there shall remain
A happier spot which might have not
Existed had | toiled for gain;

That someone’s cheery voice or smile
Shall prove that | had been worth-while
That | had paid with something fine
My debt to God - for Life Divine.

- Edgar A. Guest

Our birth is but a sleep and a forgetting:
The Soul that rises with us, our life's Star,
Hath had elsewhere its setting,

And cometh from afar:

Not in entire forgetfulness,

And not in utter nakedness,

But trailing clouds of glory do we come
From God, who is our home:

- William Wordsworth
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A Poem to my School Mate

St

=18

S S Sivakumar
President, JCC OBA,Colombo Branch

The voice is stilled.
Menacing,a sentence!

His charisma is doused
We stand stunned
Desolate and punished
Woeful and weak.

The seeds were sown

From 1963 till 1974.

At our beloved Alma Mater
The )Jaffna Central College.

An attentive Student

An ardent lover of Sports

A jack of all trades

Suren’s facets were too many.

Friendship was his mainstay
He won hearts
Wwith effortless ease

An effervescent smile was his symbol.

Poetry came to him naturally
In Thamil and English.
Speaker-par-Excellence

From the early days.

Entertainer plus

Comical yet convincing.

A singer to rise to the occassion
Darling of the Team.

A leader by nature.

Presided over many Association.
Won laurels in Studies and Speech
Like a prayer,every yeat.
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A President’s Counsel,in the making.

His heart beat

For Central

Year in,year out
Centralite,to the core.

Contributed limit-less

To the School

Through the Colombo Old Boys
Association, ever-ready, anytime.

Had his own dreams

To keep Central’s flame aglow.
Upliftment of standards was his breath
And to create more years of excellence
To add to our Bi-Centenary.

We will miss you buddy.

So will be the corridors of Central.
And the classrooms and the grounds
There cannot be another Suren.

You waxed eloquent

You made a case for yourself
You were a flame

That shed light and warmth.

Good-bye brother.
We will meet in another life,
If there is one.

But you will be eternal

In our lives.

Your thoughts,deeds and dreams
To the betterment of our School
And our Society-at-Large!
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A Message to
my Dearest Friend

Fl—s =3

DESHAMANYA S ZAID 0. MOWLANA
Client and Friend

It is with deep sense of sorrow | pen this message of my dearest friend. He was a
symbol which transcended all petty differences, and he was symbolic of the power
of his great qualities to go straight into the hearts of the people, for all this and the
wide range of abilities and the varied roles be it law, cinema, politics etc, he filled
so admirably.

| am bearing with me nostalgic memories of having associated with you so very
closely on several matters of interest which sometimes take us past midnight.
My good friends Ganesh, Kandeepan and Dinesh would bear testimony on this
innumerable episodes.

I once again thank for this opportunity and feel privilege to have associated with
you, for all the love, affection and regards shown to me by you and your family
which will always be the guiding and motivating force in my life.

His loss would be strongly felt and his image will long endure in our hearts and
minds, the people who loved him. The vacuum he left behind is hard to fill.
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Remembering Surendran -
Lawyer, Friend and Confidant

gt =i

Dr. K. Puvanendran
Client, Friend and Confidant

May his aathma attain Mokshal
November 2015, Singapore.
It was five months to Moksha

surendran fought many battles for me valiantly in the Supreme Court to victory.
Now it was the battle of his life, he fought gallantly for five months to attain
Moksha.

That morning in November 2015,Suren woke up, with a sick feeling.He dismissed
his sore body as nothing more than a bad night.Facing his duty as a lawyer to his
client he slipped into his lawyer’s black coat & tie and he sped off to the Supreme
Court in Huldstorp to fight another Dharma Yudha.

He felt discomfort in the abdomen and got an aversion to food. He saw the doctor
the following day.

‘Gallbladder trouble’, the physician pondered after a quick examination. However
further tests seemed to reveal a more serious condition-cancer.

Suren decided to have a second opinion and came over to Singapore. A battery of
tests revealed that he was suffering from a pancreatic tumor. He was concerned
yet remained steadfast in his faith.

Why Me?

The doctors confirmed it was a carcinoma and that it had spread to many sites.
Even though he knew it was serious
The shock to think without any warning or headway
To be chosen to face this struggle, the brunt of it was not in any way reduced by
any previous knowledge of his ill condition.
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Cancer is such a frightening word. He was young and vibrant. He was at the top
of his career then. Yet, ‘How could this be happening to me?’ was a question that
never came from his lips

He stood amidst his family, holding them together, giving them strength, “Don’t
fear”

He asked the doctor for his opinion. “Just try and live a normal life,” the doctor
told him.

How could | do that? he wondered.

“l was not going to give up and wait for the unknown to happen”, Suren thought,
while drawing the battle lines. His family and friends set about trying to find
out everything they possibly could about cancer. He sought a few other doctors’
opinions. Their jargon was the same, statistics and statistics. “The more physicians
| consulted, the more | came to realize that statistics meant everything to me, but
nothing to god. Finally, | realized that statics have outliers and cannot match the
experience and the warmth of the doctor’s smile”.

Finally, he found an oncologist to his liking.

‘I’s important to make sure you're in the right hands. They can help you, or they
can kill you. It’s that simple.” He keeps his wits, at a time of such dire uncertainty
of his body.

He decided to try chemotherapy.The first dose of chemotherapy went without any
mishap. It was a breeze. He walked through fire and came out none the worse. The
anguish of the unknown was washed down. I could not believe that this torturous
process could be a cool breeze to him. This reminds me of a verse from Saint
Thirunavakarasar. The King put the saint in a limekiln to be scorched to death, as
a punishment. The sintering temperature calmed to a cool breeze when the saint
sang this song invoking god.

“ bdled efemetoTiiLb Lomemed LoElWpLD, 6isr AEaTmaILD eimidler Geuefign” - Under the shade of his
God’s feet he is sublime, in ecstasy to the veena melody and the pleasant evening breeze.

His appetite came back in a few days. It was voracious. His wife was with him
to cook his favorite string hoppers and Sothy. His well-being bounced back from
nowhere.

with further doses of chemotherapy, he looked his own self and decided to get
back to his home in Colombo. This gave him hopes of getting back to work.

His conversation with me was very cheerful and full of humour and smiles. Now
he was in a mood to look around Singapore.
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One evening, when | visited him, he was seated on an easy chair in the hotel room
in a pensive mood, looking down through the window at the immense human
activity down Orchard road. | greeted him, “how are you today”. “Oh | am fine,”
he said. “It is a good day to take stock of the situation. Events whisked so fast these
weeks”.

He told me that he was happier and healthier now.

Cancer patients just have more statistical data than others.
I think that life is just bitter sweet, though rnore often than not

IHl6OLD GIFRT6D60T [5BGHTMI @soflury
o it

~ s wh. Granbeot

BEUTLIEUT

BNl ipett 2 wiseball [y custTrRISemTs0T LeDSemnens &Lp&EmIsEsT Lsoad g@erm, Lgell MILILDETRISEThE&MeT
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Uncle,
you’ve been my Inspiration all along
st =g

Kasturi Venkatesh
Daughter’s friend

I would like to first disciose, I'm
nowhere eligible to write this. it
is truly my honour to do so, but |
write with immense grief.

I've always wondered how journeys
begin. How we cross paths. How we
happen to make the acquaintance
of a few. How few inspire us. How
few make deep changes and leave
an impression. How does it happen? B
I, an Indian, out of nowhere : i :

became friends with Pavithra and eventually happened to meet, and bond with
her lovely family. | would say it’s a blessing from above that | cherish dearly.

Uncle, as | call him fondly, has inspired me in various stages of my life. During my
early teens, he taught me how to follow and chase dreams. | aspired to become an
advocate but when it eventually didn’t happen, | looked up to him and learnt to do
my best in anything | did. After all the conversations we have had, the last one in
his chambers will remain special to me, which changed my perception on various
things and most importantly on how things never remain the same, he spoke of
his own childhood days memories. Yes Uncle, you've been my inspiration all along.
I really wish you were there in many more phases of my life.

You'll always be remembered every time | recite,

Abmid FpienCe eubgietrenens Goells g

eUTODN WenrwipGuw Gurhmbd eungret Casmmi

Truly blessed and glad | could recite it with you. | really wish | could do so once
again.
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Uncle,
whose presence will forever remain...

. i

Niroshi Puvanedran
Daughter’s friend

“HELLO! COME COME!” boomed a voice as | stepped inside the hall. | froze and took
a few seconds to compose myself. Looking around for the source of the voice, | saw
Uncle standing with his hands in his pockets and a big smile. I've only heard about
Uncle and his exuberant voice and | was under the impression that it was only in
courts that he was like that! Pavi never failed to remind me to be quiet and meek
whenever Uncle was around because | have a tendency to be, well, myself. Hence,
you can only imagine how surprised and unprepared | was to bump into Uncle so
randomly! | realized | was silent and managed to stammer out a response, “H-hi
Un-Uncle” | responded, before anyone thought | was rude! “You’ve come to study
together with Pavithra, is it?” he continued in that voice. “Yes, Uncle” | replied,
now getting used to Uncle and his voice. We made a few conversations and 1 was
now at ease before | went up to Pavi and told her “Uncle is so nice!” and Pavi being
Pavi, said “Yeah, but be quiet nevertheless” | rolled my eyes at her. After quite some
time Uncle called Pavi to inquire about how | would be going home. He was very
particular that | did not go home alone in the night and always suggested one
of the juniors to drop me home, whatever the time. He was very thoughtful and
considerate. | saw where Pavi got those qualities from; always concerned about
others and ensuring they are very well taken care of. Even aunty is another gem of
a soul. For this reason and many more, my parents always told me how lucky and
blessed | am to have found a best friend and along with it, a great family, in my
life. | couldn’t agree more.

Everything | know about Uncle, was mostly from Pavi and Aunty. | personally did
not get the chance to associate with Uncle as much as | would like to have, but
there have been a few moments where I've spoken to him, either during a car drive
or whenever | came across Uncle in his chambers. | remember the day | was going
home with Uncle during exam and was stressed out. Uncle was giving me advice
and reassuring me that everything will be fine and that whatever happens, we
have to always continue moving forward and everything else will fall into place.
Those words of positivity, coming from such a great person, flooded me with
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relief. | also got the chance to meet Anna (Prashanthan) and he also possesses the
same positive attitude Uncle has. It's he who now reassures us every time we are
stressed out.

Another incident that | will never forget and would always reminisce and laugh
at is the day Pavi, Pulmini and 1 were studying in his chambers when he walked
in and told us “Take your time darling. I'll wait”. However, we were all clearing
the table as fast as we could. At this point Uncle asked “Studying for the exams is
it?” to which we nodded vigorously and Uncle continue in his normal tone “All of
you hardly study and then study hard, isn’t it?” | burst out laughing. No-one else
could’ve phrased that sentence and what we do better than he had at that time!
This is when | realised Uncle’s sarcastic humour. Golden! | only wish | had more
conversations with Uncle just to hear more sarcasm from him.

It broke my every being to see Uncle in the hospital being so quiet. 1 doubt anyone
could imagine Uncle being like that. We were all hoping and praying that a miracle
comes around just like it did after Uncle’s chemotherapy in Singapore. We were
told to pray that Uncle’s transition to a higher place would be peaceful. I told Pavi,
whether we pray or not, Uncle will transition into the highest possible place. He
is a good man. A humble being. He is generous and full of spirituality. He has no
room for any kind of negative thoughts or bad vibes; he is as pure as one could be
and he exudes nothing but hope and faith. | used present tense because he still
continues to be the same. It is his soul that has all these qualities and | believe that
he is still present amongst us spiritually. Today, though Uncle is no more physically
present, | will still continue to be as quiet as I possibly can, around the house. All
of us will continue to make you proud, Uncle. | know you are enjoying your time
with Swamy and continuing to have great conversations with Swamy.

Om Shanthi! Shanthi! Shanthi!
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Writings qf My, Surendran....

Central’s Flag Must Never
Be Lowered

One of the most memorable days that is still etched in my memory is the first day
that | set foot on the portals of Jaffna Central College my cherished Alma Mater.

As | was entering that marvelous building reluctantly creeping like a snail, holding
my mother’s hand | was attracted by the college song that was being sung at that
time. The lines “Central’s flag must never be lowered” struck a sympathetic chord
in my being.

These lines which | have repeated a thousand times week after week, month after
month and year after year for more than eleven years have never failed to evoke in
me a sense of pride, a sense of steadfast loyalty, and above all a sense of unwavering
commitment to the cause of our Alma mater.

What is it that attracts all of us to rally round Jaffna Central’s flag? It is the eternal
valuesofeverlastmgvahd!tythathavebeen1ncu|cated|n usbyalongline of dedicated

e - - [BBF 7 teachers, it is its inclusive and
. accommodative culture envisioned
by the founding fathers and carefully
@ nurtured by an unbroken chain of
* distinguished principals. It is the
unique character of the level playing
- field provided by Jaffna Central
offering equal opportunities to
= all students to flower out in their
respective fields irrespective of race,
religion, cast or creed. All these
factors have combined to instill in

' us the collective sense of belonging
As chief guest at Jaffna Central College prize giving to Jaffna Central.
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Writings qf My. Surendran....

FIb%l QUMD ST SL60TIDIT]
&. sBubdyar, 12 B (auging)
wimp. wHEW ST S DMoSID aeuiG (1972)

HbpenmesT edleletTeor GHeUTLD LMeelwsaTeoT
SlpennseT Gurbiilewediteor Sinflunengd snHIe\LetTeT
BghLIUEDMET FTHMWhHEH aufleueny eunpéelewetmso
RdbLpsnDILD Steuteuflullsd Lp&LENLd Flemeorwinioed.

LONEOUTBEIT &(HLLens LDeouflES600TSEl6D HL5gI6UEILD
sunetoflse eflpnesuenn euflsmsuiiGeo Guaeugib
siewfing SeopsHL euwBpmi &ei@ED
snewflsens erettGnHILD sevubslesms S L6

LITLOSLDETON BLDLDemSHL usediyeumi un@EGDmDd
SILWengU UNDMLDE) Semen@emer HTLD HTLGEEDLD
2 _JenLDES 2 6endg 2 SHLIMD Sleuoeng
gipwioneot emplsensns ELpLILIEHS GUMLDMLDED.

SHDKLPS HeUEsny Sigsslg Hb Sipsdlipanid
gnEleTn GoenL asfled gnrleneusg’ Gunhriiggnib
E IS OEBBS GLRHMSLPID SOIELD
wnpuLL. peomuilenfi@so éseT BLD eumpdlstiGomd

PEHPemyEeT SpSSGHILEN WPIRHSE BLD SLEPLOGWLIET)
pEglenr Brb aaneTemmoed KEsLpGEL Steui suifluflsd
ugsSlenEn ugeydleorm LnsnauiGer OF6ITD) eTaUTmILD
&M eumphgieuier snhHaUmID Sieult SpeoTiom.

95

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



As a Prefect at Central College - Suren seated in the middle
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Memorable moments with Family

Kamalanathan Aththan and Family (Feb. 2015) Neice Dharani and Family (Mar. 2015)

with Vatsala & Baby Sanjeev with Manjula and Kuladevan (London 1987)
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with Nithi,

i) il i = .
In Kandy with Children (1994)
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at Marina Bay Sands - Singapere (Apr. 2015)
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Suren’s

L EGA L E%J(%Egz CONTRIBUTION

at a Glance

Called to the Bar on 6™ September 1979
Conferred Silk on 25™ July 2004

Junior Counsel in the Chambers of Mr. Mahes Kanagasudaram, P.C. and
Mr.A.Mahendrarajah P.C.

Worked with legal luminaries such as Mr.S. Nadesan, Q.C., Mr.H.W.Jayawardena,
Q.C., Mr.C. Renganathan, Q.C. and Mr. A.C. Guneratne, Q.C

Areas of practice included Commercial Law, Corporate law, Banking law,
Administrative Law, Law of Property, Intellectual Property Law, Law of
Admiralty, Public International Law, International Trade Law, Constitutional
Law and Law of Delicts/Tort

1988 - Masters in International and Comparative Law LL.M. (cum laude) from
University of Brussels, Belgium - Distinctions in International Economic Law,
International Taxation and European Law

Thesis-“The GATT Rules and their application by International and National
adjudicatory organs” - Obtained “A” grading and was recommended for
publication by the faculty of Law of the University of Brussels. Prof Slowh on
the Thesis submitted:

“Rich presentation of a difficult subject the issues are very well presented
and the paper shows that the author has a good command of GATT problems.
A fine paper full of interesting issues well-presented and discussed with
important bibliography

Conducted research at the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies of the London
University and Bod Lear Library at University of Oxford

Followed Training Course in European Economic Law at the Head Quarters of
the European Economic Commission in Brussels
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Participated in workshops and seminars at the European Court of Justice at
Luxemburg

Participated in workshops and seminars at the European Human Rights
Commission and European Court of Human Rights at Strasbourg, France

Lectured (conducted seminars) at George Washington University, Washington
D.C,US.A

Participated in workshops at the United Nations Head Quarters in New York

Followed training programme on International Trade Law conducted by the
United Nations Office of Legal Affairs and Human Rights workshop organised
by the International Bar Association.

Appointed to the Board of Examiner to the Incorporated Council of Legal
Education and served as examiner in Administrative Law, Law of Property and
Law of Persons

Lecturer in Commercial Law at the Post-Graduate Diploma Course in Business
and Financial Administration conducted by University of Waganingen Holland,
at the Institute of Chartered Accountant of Sri Lanka

Presented paper on “The application of International Law Rules by National
Courts” at the National Law Conference held by the Bar Association of Sri
Lanka in 1990 which was subsequently published in the Bar Association Law
Journal 1990 Vol - 111

Presented paper on “Rights under International Conventions, can individuals
enforce them through National Courts” published in the Millennium issue of
the Bar Association Law Journal in 2000”

Presented paper on “Enforcement of GATT Rules and the role of the National
Courts” published in the Bar Association Law Journal in 1994 Vol -V

Contribution to Law Students’ Magazine - article on “Some recent trends in
International Law”

Radio talks on International law and Commercial Law at the Sri Lanka
Broadcasting Corporation

Member of the Bar Council, Member of the Law Committee, Publications
Committee and the Overseas Relations Committee

Functioned as Convenor of the Special Sub-Committee of the Bar Council on
Law relating to Bills of Exchange
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Member of the Advisory Committee on Law relating to Hindu Religious Trusts
appointed by the then Minister of Hindu Affairs under the Chairmanship of Mr.
K. Kanag-iswaran P.C.

Participated in several Law Asia Conference and several conferences and
seminars conducted by the Bar Association of Sri Lanka

Lectured at workshops on pleadings organised by the Sethukavalar Foundation
at Sri Lanka Law College

Judge of numerous Oratorical/Debating contests held at Sri Lanka Law College
and Colombo Law Faculty

Conducted Orientation Workshops on the invitation of the Alumni Association
of Colombo Law Faculty under the guidance of Hon. Justice Mark Fernando

Served as an Arbitrator in Commercial Arbitration and member of the panel of
Arbitrators of the ICLP

Appeared as Counsel in the first ICC International Court of Arbitration held in
Sri Lanka with eminent jurists drawn from ICC panel from USA, U.K and Italy
functioning as Arbitrators

Earned Doctorate in Law from a leading International Law School

A FEW ACCLAIMED CASES

1

Visuvalingam and others v Liyanage & Others 1984 (2) SLR 123

Mr. Surendran appeared as Junior Counsel to Mr.S. Nadesan, Q.C. The Supreme
Court for the first time recognised the right to receive information as a
necessary incident of the freedom of speech and held as follows:

“As the fundamental right to the freedom of speech and expression includes
the freedom of the recipient the Petitioners as readers and contributors have
a locus standi to seek relief under Article 126. But the fundamental right of
the recipient also subject to the restrictions prescribed by law (including
Emergency Regulation) in the interests of national security, public order and
the protection of public health or morality or for the purpose of securing due
recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms of others ir of meeting the
just requirement of the general welfare of a democratic society (Article 15(7)).

Ajith de Costa Vs ANZ Grindlays Bank 1996(1) SLR 306

The Supreme Court set aside the judgement of the Court of Appeal and stood as
authority on the powers of the minister to make reference to arbitration under

section 4(1) of the Industrial Disputes Act. The Supreme Court while affirming

103
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



the ratio in the celebrated case of State Bank of India Vs Sundaralingam
held that the requirement of a ‘live contract’ at the time of dispute as a pre-
condition to a reference under section 4(1) would not be applicable in the case
of a dispute regarding terminal benefits which by its very nature arises after
the cessation of the contract.

Eksath Kamkaru Samithiya Vs Commissioner of Labour & Others, 2000 Bar
Association Law Journal Report, page 29

The Court of Appeal upheld Mr. Surendran’s submissions that:

(a) It is one of the cardinal principles of law relating to the Writ of Mandamus
that the Writ lies to compel the person to perform an act only where there
is a duty cast on him to do so; and

(b) Mandamus is only available to compel the doing of a duty not done and not
on the ground that a duty has been done erroneously

Gnansambandan Vs Rehabilitation of properties and Industries Authority,
1997 Bar Association Law Journal Report, page 56

The Supreme Court upheld Mr. Surendran’s submissions that the REPPIA had
no jurisdiction to divest properties vested in it, in the name of any particular
person and held that the order divesting the property in the name of a particular
person is devoid of any legal effect.

Brown and Company Vs The Commissioner of Labour, 2002 Bar Association
Law Journal Report, page 16

The Court of Appeal held that the Commissioner of Labour had no jurisdiction
to hold an inquiry under the Termination of Employment (Special Provision)
Act on a complaint made by a probationer. This was the first case where the
probationer’s right to invoke the jurisdiction of the Commissioner of Labour
under the Termination of Employment (Special Provision) Act was successfully
challenged.

Ramalingam Vs Somasundaram, 1999 Bar Association Law Journal Report,
page 49

The Court of Appeal, relying on the long line of authorities sited by Mr.
Surendran held that cogent evidence would be required in order to revoke a
probate by way of an order absolute in the first instance.
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7.

10.

11,

Standard Chartered Grindlays Bank Vs Minister of Labour & others, 2002 Bar
Association Law Journal Report, page 14

The Court of Appeal construed the provisions of section 16 of the Industrial
Disputes Act pertaining to the scope of the Industrial Arbitrators Jurisdiction
and held that the Act empowers the Arbitrator to adjudicate not only on the
matters referred to Arbitration but also on disputes which arise out of such
matters and were in existence at the time of the reference. The Court of Appeal
pronounced the scope of section 16 of the Industrial Disputes Act relating to
the powers of an Industrial Arbitrator to adjudicate upon matters in dispute
which were not included in the reference for Arbitration by the Minister.

Nutrena (T.V.T.Pvt) Ltd Vs Quality Food Distributors Pvt Ltd, 2002 Bar
Association Law Journal Report, page 8

The Court of Appeal held that any objection to jurisdiction not taken up at the
time of filing answer in the District Court cannot be raised at a subsequent
stage.

Fernando Vs. Dr.lllukumbura 2001, Bar Association Law Journal Report, page
77

The Court of Appeal held that the order made in proceedings under section
66 of the Primary Courts Procedure Act are of a temporary nature and that
Revision will not lie against orders made under section 66 of the Primary Courts
Procedure Act as there is definite alternate remedy available in the civil court.

G.P. Nathaniels v A.L. Nathaniels and 3 Others 2008 Bar Association Law
Journal Report, page 349

The Court of Appeal held that where a Will is in proper form and duly executed,
it gives rise to the presumption that the requirements to fulfil a valid Will have
been fulfilled and that it is the duty of the person who produces the Will to
prove that the said Will is the act and declaration of a free and capable testator
and the testator was not only aware of it but also approved the contents
thereof and the testator intended the document to be his last Will and the last
Will had been duly executed according to law.

Indian Overseas Bank v N.N. Ratnayake 2010 Bar Association Law Journal
Report, page 5

The Court of Appeal held the following that the entire scheme of the Mortgage
Act is designed to bring into the suit all necessary parties who have an interest
in the land which is the subject of the mortgage either in the shape of plaintiffs
or defendants and where there is a plurality of mortgagees, every mortgagee
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12.

13.

14.

who is not a plaintiff in the action should be joined as a defendant in one action
and the matter could be resolved between or among them whether or not one
of them is a plaintiff in the action and a defendant who has put forward a
claim in reconvention he has a right to maintain and proceed with his claim
in reconvention even where the Plaintiff’s action is dismissed. Likewise as the
added defendant who has a claim against another defendant should have the
right to proceed against the defendant even if the Plaintiffs case is dismissed.

Shanmugaratnasarma Jegatheeswarasarma and Jessiammah
Jegatheeswarasarma Vs. Dr. P. B. Jayasundera and Two others, CA Writ
Application No 697/2010

This was a Writ of Mandamus Application filed by a father of a missing Tamil
youth. The pivotal issue in question was that the right of a citizen to invoke
the provisions of a ratified but unincorporated International treaty (the 1*
optional protocol to the ICCPR) before a domestic court in Sri Lanka in the
instance where the Government of Sri Lanka had failed to pay compensation
recommended by the United Nations Human Rights Committee (UNHRC),
where the Government had agreed to accept the sum recommended by the
National Human Rights Committee (HRC) which was Rupees Three Million.”

Sri Bodhiraja Foundation Vs. Inspector General of Police and others (popularly
known as Animal sacrifice case) 2013 Bar Association Law Reports Page219

This case particularly dealt with the freedom of Religion which is enshrined in
Article 10 and 14(1)(e) of the Sri Lankan Constitution.

Weerakoon and another v Bandaragama Pradeshiya Sabawa(C.A) 2012 Bar
Association Law Journal Report, page 310

The Court of Appeal held that if a person has sufficient interest it may not be
always sufficient to maintain a writ application although it may entitle a party
to file a civil action. Sufficient interest in the intervenient petition cannot and
will not legalise the illegal acts of the Respondent when those actions and
decisions are challenged by the Petitioner as illegal. If a necessary party has
not been added then the respondent could take up that objection which would
be fatal to the main application without the assistance of an Intervenient to
bolster up the case for the Respondent especially so in a situation where the
Intervenient Petitioner has not even alleged that the Petitioners are acting in
collusion or is conniving with the Respondents. Meddlesome busybody and
meddlesome interloper are concepts relevant only in deciding the standing
of the Petitioner in a fundamental rights application or in public interest
litigation and should not be confused with an application for intervention in a
writ application.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

Singalanka Standard Chemicals Ltd Vs Thalangama Appuhamilage Sirisena
and others 2012 Bar Association Law Journal Report, page 410

The Court of Appeal held that if there is a special remedy or special tribunal
appointed for a specific purpose in order to justify the exclusion of the
jurisdiction of the ordinary courts, those specific remedies must be exhaustive.
If the specific remedy is inadequate, ineffective or not speedy enough then
the ordinary courts, especially the Magistrate must have the jurisdiction to
intervene and abate such nuisance

Asoka Sarath Amarasinghe Vs. The Commissioner CNH and others 2013 Bar
Association Law Reports Page 390

The Supreme Court determined the applicability of sections 8, 9, 10, 11 of
Ceiling of Housing Property Law to the given case. Importantly, the Supreme
Court held that under section 8(2) that the female spouse can make a valid
declaration even though the male spouse was living. In addition, the Supreme
Court, relying on the submissions made by Mr. Surendran upheld the decision
of the Court of Appeal that the vesting of the house was not valid as the
Commissioner had failed to give a hearing to the new owner and therefore, as
the Commissioner’s order is a nullity, the Board of Review affirming that order
is also a nullity.

Arpico Finance Co Ltd Vs. Richard Pieris Arpico Finance Co Ltd 2015 Bar
Association Law Journal Report (Vol XXI) page 14

The Supreme Court dismissed the appeal, upholding the order of the
Commercial Court that the injunction was properly granted and held “..the
principle of law may be plainly stated that nobody has any right to represent
his goods as the goods of somebody else. How far the use of particular words,
signs or pictures does or does not come up to the proposition enunciated in
each particular case must always be a question of evidence..” Mr. Surendran
submissions included on legal principles relating to infringement of trade
name, unfair competition, right to use one’s name, customer sophistication,
well-known name, concurrent name, assignment of Goodwill, Model Law and
the applicability of section 123 of the IP Act.

M. Kanagaratnam and others v Sri Bodhiraja Foundation and others 2015 Bar
Association Law Journal Report (Vol XXI) , page 3

The Supreme Court held dismissing the application that the Court of Appeal
correctly interpreted the word ‘trade’ in the context of the Butcher’s Ordinance.
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A FEW NOTEWORTHY LEGAL OPINIONS

1

Opinion regarding the legal status of accounting standards and their
applicability to banking institution, in light of the Banking secrecy rules.

Mr. Surendran was retained as Junior Counsel to Hon. Lakshman
Kadirgamar,M.P.P.C. Complex issues concerning Banking Law, Company
Law, Securities and Exchange Commission Rules, Interpretation of Statutes,
relevance of accounting practices prevailing in other jurisdictions, were dealt
with by Counsel.

Hon. Lakshman Kadirgamr described this opinion by saying “During my
entire professional experience in Ceylon/Sri Lanka, the United Kingdom and
the United Nations | cannot recall any other legal opinion which required, on
my part, more thought, time and effort then the opinion which is the subject
matter of this settler.”

He further added on Mr Surendran’s contribution by saying “I say without the
slightest hesitation that Mr Surendran’s contribution to this opinion was the
highest possible professional quality.”

The Accounting Standards Act No.15 of 1995 was to a considerable extent
influenced by this opinion.

Opinion regarding the legal effect of certain provisions of the Banking Act and
power of the Monetary Board

Mr. Surendran was retained as Junior Counsel to Mr. H.L.de Silva, P.C. The
opinion dealt with important issues regarding the power of the Monetary
Board over certain banking transactions.

Opinion regarding the status of certain Forward Exchange Contracts (FOREX)
consequent upon the drastic devaluation of the Iranian Currency by the
Government of Iran

Mr. Surendran was retained as Junior Counsel to Hon. Lakshman Kadirgamar
M.P.P.C. Highly complex issues including the Central Bank instructions, the
institutions issued by the Asian clearing Union, the doctrine of frustration/
impossibility of performance, and the provisions of the Exchange Control Act
were considered by Counsel. Certain specific issues Mr. Peter Scott Q.C. (UK),
was consulted. Subsequently, the multimillion dollar suit was settled by both
Hon. Lakshman Kadirgamar M.P.P.C and Mr. Surendran.
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Opinion regarding the entitlement of Licensed Commercial Banks to invoke
the parate execution powers conferred by the Recovery of Loans (Special
Provisions) Act No.4 of 1996, in respect of properties mortgaged prior to the
enactment of the statute

Mr. Surendran was retained as Junior Counsel to Hon. Lakshman Kadirgamar
M.P.P.C. The powers conferred on licensed commercial banks by the cascade of
debt recovery legislations in the early nineties, particularly in light of the rule
against retrospective effect of statutes interfering with vested rights.

Opinion on certain issues pertaining to the law relating to Passing Off

Mr. Surendran was retained as Junior Counsel to Hon. Lakshman Kadirgamar
M.PPC. Counsels dealt with issues involved in the litigation, having done
extensive law relating to passing-off with particular reference to whether
goodwill was local in its character.

Opinion on multi-storey building and the rights of a developer to convey
absolute title to the prospective purchasers where the developer does not
own the land on which the building stands

Mr. Surendran was retained as Junior Counsel to Mr.S. Sharvananda, retired
Chief Justice. The position regarding this position under Roman Dutch Law and
the sweeping changes bought about the Apartment Ownership Law No.11 of
1973.

Opinion regarding the applicability of section 26 of the Inland Revenue Act,
to income which is exempt by virtue of a Tax Holiday granted under section
22 D of the Act

Mr. Surendran was retained as Junior Counsel to Mr.H.L.de Silva P.C.

Opinion regarding the applicability of the provision of Unfair Contract Terms
Act to certain contracts for the sole and supply of goods by a multinational
company

Mr. Surendran was retained as Junior Counsel to Mr.H.L.de Silva P.C.

Opinion regarding the consequence of inadvertent non-disclosure of facts
already known to the insurer, by the insured

Mr. Surendran was retained as Junior Counsel to Mr.G.F. Sethukavalar P.C.
considered many issues including the rule regarding material non-disclosure in
insurance contracts, the Contract Properatum rule and the right of the insurer
to avoid liability solely on the part of non-disclosure.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

15.

Opinion regarding the issue of unsecured Debentures

Mr. Surendran was retained as Junior Counsel to Mr.Sivarasa P.C. on the
question whether an unsecured debenture could be treated as a Promissory
Note for the purpose of the Stamp Duty Act.

Opinion regarding the Appointment of Trustees to a Hindu Kovil Trust

Mr. Surendran was retained as Junior Counsel to Mr.S. Sharvananda, former
Chief Justice, to deal with the question of applicability of the Trust Ordinance
to an instrument of Trust created prior to the enactment of the ordinance and
the applicability in Sri Lanka of the Hindu Law regarding the legal personality
of a deity

Opinion on the validity of the employees shares purchase scheme proposed
by a major financial institution

Mr. Surendran was retained as Junior Counsel to Mr.Sivarasa P.C. and issues
addressed included the prohibition against a company financing the purchase
of its own shares, the exception embodied in section 55 of the Companies Act,
with particular reference to the relevant English case law.

Opinion on the validity of restrictions contained in Articles of a listed
company regarding maximum percentage of shareholding that could be held
by an investor

Mr. Surendran was retained as Junior Counsel to Mr.Sivarasa P.C. and dealt
with the issues of the rule of free transferability of shares postulated by the
Rules of SEC, the overriding effect of these Rules, the effect of the ceiling
placed in respect by the Banking Act and any redress available to the aggrieved
shareholder when the company refuses to register the shares purchased by
him

Opinion regarding the status of investment made by a foreign national in a
venture capital company

Mr. Surendran was retained as Junior Counsel to Hon. Lakshman Kadirgamar
P.C. Issues regarding the right of a foreign citizen to invest in securities and the
implication of the Exchange Control Act were dealt with.

Opinion regarding merger of two major International Banks

Mr. Surendran was retained as Junior Counsel to Mr.K.N. Choksy P.C. dealing
with the issue of assignment of securities granted in favour of one bank to
another after the proposed amalgamation of the two banks.
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17.

18.

19.

20.

Opinion regarding a non-notarial lease agreement for which a substantial
deposit had been made

The effect of section 2 of the Prevention of Frauds Ordinance on deposits
made pursuant to non-notarial lease, the validity of the forfeiture clause in the
agreement and the applicability of PFO to a unit condominium property were
considered

Opinion on issues arising from share Buy-Back agreement entered into by a
leading venture venture capital company with another leading commercial
house

Complex issues of Company Law particularly with reference to the prohibition
against a company buying its own shares and the resultant position of the
agreement in the said case were considered.

Opinion on dilectual liability of a hotel for the death of a tourist caused by
drowning in the sea adjoining the hotel

The opinion dealt with dilectual liability of a hotel for death caused in the sea
of a tourist, particularly where the hotel advertises that it provides facilities
for sea baths. The opinion also considered the liability of the package tour
operator who undertakes to meet all liabilities including accidental death in
a foreign country and the effect of the Law Reform (Contributory Negligence)
Act on the liability of the package tour operator which arises from a contract
and not in tort.

Opinion regarding liability of hospitals on certain issues regarding their
liability for statutory payments to full time medical consultants who are not
employed as salaried employees

The opinion for a leading hospital chain dealt with the statutory framework for
imposition of liability on the employer under various labour legislations, the
concept of an employee being an integral part of the employer’s institution,
with reference to the special situation arising as a result of the medical
consultants working full time basis though their earning were not confined to
a fixed salary.

Opinion on private trust concerning tax liability for Capital Gain Tax for
certain transaction where full consideration for the sale of trust property
was paid by the buyer after a considerable lapse of time from the date of sale
of the property

The opinion dealt with the juridical nature of a trust, the change of ownership
of property occurring as a result of new trustees coming in place of retiring
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22,

23.

trustees with particular reference to the principle that the legal titie to a trust
property vests in the trustees. The implication of such change i1 ownership
taking place was considered in relation to the liability for Capital Gains Tax
which arises upon change of ownership.

Opinion on the principle ard applicability of ‘double jeopardy’

The opinion dealt with whether a person can be tried for the same offence in a
different jurisdiction having already been convicted in another jurisdiction

Opinion on whether interest continued to be chargeable to the mortgage
account of a deceased person by a bank

The opinion dealt with the status and liability of a party in a loan agreement
with a bank following his death and whether any compound or simple interest
could be continued to be charged to his account and be recovered by the bank.
The law applicable in the UK was also considered.

Opinion for a leading International hotel chain on an internationally
renowned mark registered in Sri Lanka and whether there was “use” of the
mark as within the meaning provided under the IP Act

The opinion dealt with what comprised “use” of a registered trademark in
Sri Lanka, within the meaning of the IP Act and the applicable law in other
jurisdictions.
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Recommendation Letters...

TICE'S CHAMBERS,
FREME COURT,

COLOMBO 2

Jawnd B8,

Sypmag S T
ot eiveh I st ETETE

SRT LAWEA

Znd Gotober 1487

TO Whist IT MAY CORCERN

Mr. Ratnavadivel Surendran

Mr.Surendran is an Attorney-ateLaw of
the Supreme Court of Srl Lanka, having been enrolled
on 6th September, 1379. He has beepn in active practice
since then, He has also served as a Lecturer in
Commercial Law for the Post Graduats Diploma Course
on Business and Financial Administration conducted by
the University of waganingen, Helland at the Institute
of Chartered Accountants of Sri Lanka, in 1984 and
1885. He has also served as the Tutor in Law of Property
and the Law of Contracts at the Sri Lanke Law College,
in 1984 and 1985, In 1981 he served as a Lecturer in
Commercial and Business Law at the Ceylon Folytechnie
for the Institute of Administrative Accountants(London)
Course. He has also been & member of the Committees
of the Bar Council, Law Committee, Cverseas Relations
Committee, Publication Committee and the Special Sub-

Committee on Law Reporting appointed by the Bar Council,

He is a junior of great promise, He is

Jue

ntelligent and industrious, He has & good grasp of

o

egal principles. He takes a keen interest in legal
studies,

o

He is a person of geod charackter, His
integrity is beyond question. I have no hesitation in

recommenrding him for higher studies in Law.

o
ol rf,/lﬁ.z:h-—"‘—ﬂ—\m"_-f—'-"_-

)
(s.5harvananda)
Chiet Justice
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G, F SETHUKAYALER, pa flord, 17, Shealton Hoad,
Prasident’s Cuounsal Colomho 5.

Fhons © 581316 Snd Gedober, 1087,

1 hawve the grestest plessure in tewtifyiny e fhe owseliont
eharnetor wnd conduch of MHLRATHAVARIVEL SURRNDRAR, Albornoyeni-boais
T hawe hooww Bim Trom the Shse he wes a lew studest ot the Srd lasha
Law Dellegs snd were clomely alter he wos called o the Har dn fhis
pountry. Se bas on mumarous cocawions sppesred as dunisr o 8o iv
Court sptionsy he hae eiss worked in wy shambersa. I had many oppore
frnitiss of assenving his chapacter, conduet aml ability.

Be ia 2 very industeious and Doteliigont youmg man with a
dsep interset in the low. furisg the shoert period b hus beps ab
gho Srd Lavkan Daw, Be les nads repld progrsss in she peofeasion -
saptionlorly in Tield of comsevciaml Titipalicn.

e has sown intemsst in the e from early daye. A% the
Srd Larks baw Seflepe, e was & mewber of tho Solloge Dateting Poran
pnd wam highly plaend iv Urvaterdcal Uontests relating to sddpessas
to the Jury. Prior to deising the Low lollepge, Be had o poad reondd
in BEgh Sehwol. B wor o mumber of prizes, partieularly Tor seneral
Lhoowledge for consseptive years runping. o was o Sollage Prafoct,
ené & mesher nf the Seopt trosp, and repressnted kis Tollegs in
dobnbesn and dpamn contaste cendncted by the ded Laaka Bpspdeaating
Gorperation. '

At the Har he bas aise taken interest in the setivitien of
they Bay Conmcil, serwiog ag o seaber of the Pablicstion Gumuitioe
Sepracts Belations Comvittes and the lew Committes, wnd wom wl s
o seehor of the mpeaial subectneittos appeirted by the Jer Jpnneil
an baw Boportivg.

ile has Boen a lesturer iv Uesmerelel Lew ot the Instiiste of
(hartered doecpntonts of Hrd Larls dm the yesvs 1884 and TGy &
Losturer io Commeraisl end Businpas Lawr st Bhe Seylen Palyisshaiafor
the Trakitute of Aduinistrstive dveountants (London) course inm 1961,
fie haa algo been a Tubor in baw of Froperty avd Lo of Contracta at
the Sef Leska Law Dollewe for the yoars 1804 and 1988,

He §s a wery promising young mae with a beipbt future, ard i
would soosusape asd sbtrongly orge that be gees in for hisher studies
irn ihe law. S is an honowrable ond trostwerthy persen apd can =
entrusted S Fesporaibil ity.

g

é?sf 1Y M....—--*’""‘""—-—"‘ ey
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DESMOND FERNANDO

1, Presidents Connael

 (Oxond

:n's Inn, Bareister-

aw [Sri Lanka)
1 atin

SURILES

2t Law

This ie to certify that Mr kRatravedivel Surendran is personally known to me.

" Swrendran has been in practice at The SPi Lapis Sar for a period of twelve
yeurs. Ge ig an L.l.M, (Fons) in Internationsl and Comparstive Law frombne
Miversity of Brussels, Balgdwm During this time he has Tunctioned as an
Examiner of he Jouncil of Leg ucation. The Couneil whieh is presgided over
The Chief Justice cynducts the “rofessional Zxaminatlon for The 801 Lanka
Zar and organises lectusres Tor studsnts taxing these exaninations,

‘o Surendran has glso lectured in e wercial Law at Ths Poet Graduste Sdpleoma
Courae in Pusiness idmindstration Uonducted by The fniversity of Wecganingen,
Helland at the Institute of Chartered decountants, Sri Larka, He alzo lectures
ir Dusiness Law at the Ceylon Folytachnic,

Yr  furendran has a deep intoresat in the study of The Law, spscialisins in

Internationsl Law, shts Law, He presented s well re-
sgarched psper on "4 cation of International Lav ruies by Natiomal Courta:
Some 2ent Urends" at the Nasticral Taw Conference in 1999. Thiz peaner was

published in the Law Journal of The Rer Associstlon of Sri Lanka,

mereial Law and Hupan 23

In addition %o ressarch he haz alsc Leen seuive in the affairs of The Har Associat-
ion snd has served as & menber of The Law Comwittee, Overseas Relations Comnittes
and the Publications Comnittee. He slae functiored with grest efficiency as the
Conrvenor of he Bar Aasceiation of Sri Tanke to

1@ Specisl Sub-Committes of Ih
congider the Fllls of Exchange Ammendment ietb.,

‘v Surendrar has kept in touch with recen develoonents in the law having attended
seminars st The Headgusrters of The Zwropean Commigzalon of Human Fights in Strasbowrs,
france: lorkshops organised at The Inropean Court of Justice, Luxerbowrs and a
btraining couwrse at The Yeadquarters of the Turcvean Zconomic Commission in Brussels,

Fig theais entitled "CATT Rules and their appiication by Wational and Regional
Ad judicatory Jrparah is bresently being prepared for publicstion on the rocomzendst-
ion of The Faculty of lLaw of the Univergity of Zrussels,
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CHIEF GLSTICE'S CHAMEBE
SUPREME COURY
COLOMBG 12

g

Z ot Bleca, 1 Ciatm e
PTG

& atadent of mine &t

iatrative

touch with ma evsr since nis student days. L con

ne has B deep snd genuine interest in wne

und that he hag Tend Wias

: ; SR
done AlL the reguirad rysearch on oz relevans

wis studies in law and reading far

o omy opindion be is in

3 Pr.Da 1 ks

= H T it mhy WiTT ultimutely
reeomrendl soprse in law walob Will uitim 3

snabls nim o
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Memorable moments at the Bar

les
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LL.M. days in Brussels
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Message from Chief Justice

CHIEF JUSTICE'S CHAMBERS, aEdSdbomd SeelEsa,

SUPREME COURTS, SRS NDedOen,
COLOMBO 12, SmIe® 12,
SRI LANKA,. & ©otmb.

FAX - ++ 94 (0) 11 2437534
TELE : ++ 84 (0) 11 2422142
e-Mall ; sccj@sltnet.lk

Mo 1 ++ 04 (0) 11 2437534
ESmSm ; ++ 94 (D) 11 2422142

02rd May 2016

[ received with sadness the news about the demise of Mr. AR Surendran,
Precident’s Counsel and a leading member of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka. I
therefore pen this brief message to rekindle the memory of Mr. A.R. Surendran,
P.C. who passed away after leading a full life with dignity.

My family and I have known Mr. Surendran from the time his family lived in
Nallur, Jaffnd and it has been a relatively long acquaintance. 1 have had the
privilege of knowing him both on a professional and personal basis. During his
many years in the Bar he distinguished himself amongst his colleagues by his
pleasant, courteous and mild manner. He always maintained the highest
traditions of the profession. Mr. Surendran had always been a man of noble
presence, dignity and integrity. His humility was always respected and his
firmness admired. His spiritualwalues, his gentle but fearless personality and his
manifest integrity earned plenty of respect from those who knew him at close up.

Mr. Surendran was a deeply religious person and took an active interest in Hindu
religious affairs. He was the President of the Colombo Vivekananda Society and a
Trustee of All Ceylon Hindu Congress at the time of his demise.

! extend my condolences uto his widowed wife and distraught family members. |
hope that time and memories will help lessen the burden of their sorrow. in all
humility | commend his soul to the Supreme.

M Lfpanns
K. Sripavan
Chief Justice
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Message from BASL President

3 oo S8ct Boed®®
@mEmSF FLLEGSTMNGEN FRSLD
BAR ASSOCIATION OF SRI LANKA

No. 153, Mihindu Mawatha, Colombo 12, 01200, Sri Lanka.
Tel : +94 11 2447134, +94 11 2331697, Fax : +94 11 2448090
E-mail: basl.lawnet@gmail.com Web: www.basi.lk

In keeping with the highest traditions of the Bar, in court, we of this legal fraternity refer to
each other as learned friends.

A R Surendran, President’s Counsel, to me,was not a mere learned friend but a friend indeed.
My earliest recollections go back to the year 1979 when Suren (as | called him) and | happened
to be in the same class at Wesley College preparing for the Attorneys — at- Law examination.

Suren struck me as a well-mannered and prim and proper person. Though he did appreciate
and enjoy the company of those in his class and the pranks we indulged in, yet, he was serious
about studies and hard work. These qualities developed and grew in the course of his
professional career, as | have had the privilege to observe. He was dedicated to his work. He
took the profession seriously through a sustained detailed approach and intense study in his
work. Both in and out of court, he maintained decorum and the dignity of the profession in his
conduct and manner of speaking especially in addressing both court and adversary. Rudeness,
impaliteness or emotional wanton aggression was not seen in him though sometimes wrongly
considered a necessary trait for success by many.

His departure is the joss of an individual who conducted himself as an example of what
professionalism should be.

May he earp the bliss he deserve

8 o -

Geoffrey Alagaratnam, PC
President
Bar Association of Sri Lanka

05t May 2016
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Message from Justice Anil Goonaratne

BRIDomIS BEBes.
& 0 cguolmdan,
ame® 12

JUDGE'S CHAMBERS,
SUPREME COURT OF SRI LANKA,
COLOMBO 12.

The demise of Mr. Arumugam Ratnavadivel Surendran P.C reminds us of the axiomatic
and painful truism that there is a vanishing of the old guard of genteel members of the
legal fraternity and his passing away albeit untimely brings back to my mind those halcyon
days of the seventies when I first had the pleasant encounter with him as a fellow law

student at Sri Lanka Law College.

In that bygone era full of indelible memories one encountered a cherubic and amiable
person in Surendran, an old boy of Jaffna Central College who looked as fresh as daisy and
commanded behind him a well rounded education both scholastic and extra-curricular that
was to stand him in good stead in later years. With his disarming smile and genial
deportment he made friends quite easily and coalesced so well into the multi-ethnic and
multi-cultural ambience of Sti Lanka Law College where he forged everlasting friendships
and it was on the anvil of such harmony and unity that my friendship with Mr. Surendran
P.C blossomed and it is no exaggeration that he remained cherubic and evergreen as ever

as years rolled by.

Mr. Surendran P.C was a quintessential lawyer whose gentility towards his fellow
members of the Bar and courtesy towards the Bench characterized his professional life to
the end, The elements in him were so gentle that no one could ever be even remotely

critical of him.

There was no area of the law that his practice did not traverse. Whether it be Commercial
law, Banking law, Administrative law or Property law, a number of judicial precedents
bear testimony to the range and breadth of his practice and his sedulous application to the
brief at hand won him the confidence of senior legal luminaries such as Mr. S. Nadesan
Q.C, Mr. HW. Jayawardena, Q.C, Mr. C. Renganathan, Q.C and Mr. A.C. Guneratne, Q.C

who readily took him on as a junior in their celebrated cases. He was fortunate in that he
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also read in the chambers of his late uncle Mr. A. Mahendraraja, President’s Counsel. The
late Mr. Surendran P.C did not confine himself exclusively to the practice of law. His
interest transcended beyvond forensic forays in that his academic pursuits are amply borne
out by the award of a Masters Degree in 1988 from the University of Brussels in
International and Comparative Law. His academic proclivity is manifested in a number of
papers that he later presented at conferences and symposia and one such paper - “The
application of International Law Rules by national Courts ~ some recent tends” which was
such an excellent disquisition was carried in the Bar Association Law Journal. So it could be
said of him that he was such a consummate lawyer who left an indelible imprint on the
legal landscape of this country. Hulftsdorp will never see the likes of such a genteel
gentleman for whom the cause of his client was the uppermost goal to fight for and
accomplish. Whilst personally sharing the anguish of his passing away with his immediate
family, loved ones and juniors, I record with a pang of sorrow that the memory of the
gentle giant Mr. Surendran P.C will reverberate in us for a long time to come and we do

commemorate his life and times with nostalgia.

May he attain Moksha!

< WQ QW

Justice Aml Goonerat-ne

Judge of the Supreme Court
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Few words from a friend

F—r 3

Justice P. R. Walgama
Judge of the Court of Appeal

A.R.Surendran, President’s Counsel, was meticulous, hardworking and a very clever
lawyer. He maintained the highest standards of the profession. He appeared both
in the original and in the Appellate Court before me. He impressed me with his
clever well thought out legal arguments.

He was reserved and aloof from the company of judges. He had a religious
background. His father was late Mr. Arumugam Ratnavadivel of the Sai Movement
and father-in-law, late Mr Velupillai Murugesu was a solicitor, attorney-at-law
founder of Sri Aurobindo Society.

Surendran came to my chambers only once. | was surprised to see him in chambers
and I thought he came for some urgent legal requirement. But that was not to
be. He told me that day was the 25" anniversary of his wedding. He wanted me
to wish him well since he thought that a good wish from a friend who leads an
exemplary married life, a blessing. | was so happy that he still took me as a friend
though he was aloof from me since | was a judge. His love for his wife Renuka Devi
was so deep. Renuka Devi was, indeed a Devi to him.

I was in Australia when | heard of his demise. | am so sad for his wife Renuka
Devi, his son and daughter. His demise is a great loss to the legal community. He
contributed largely by his articles published in legal publications, in his capacity as
examiner to the Incorporated Council of Legal Education and Chairman of the Law
Committee of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka.

| am sure he is in the safe hands of God.
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We have lost a great Lawyer
and a respected Gentlemen

g i

V. Ramakamalan
District Judge, Kalmunai

The passing of Mr. A. R. Surendhran, Presidents Counsel, has sent shock waves
through all of us. We have lost a great lawyer and a respected gentlemen. He had
the unique ability to command the respect of the seniors and the juniors of the Bar
and cross section of the public.

| consider myself fortunate to have known Surendhran sir; meeting him on
numerous occasions, when | was a professional assistant of a legal firm.

Among his many wonderful qualities, one that stood out to me most was his gift of
understanding others. He had the kind heart for listening to people and respecting
their views. These qualities had no bar whether age or status.

He would relate stories of past cases and incidents. We used to listen to those with
eagerness. His expressions were indescribable.

His guidance and advice was readily available and those who worked under him
had immense love and respect for him. He was not only their mentor but their
godfather. I am grateful for the kindness and affection he has shown me. He has
left with all of us, very valuable memories which will not fade away
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Message from
R. Sampanthan, MP

Fmt =%

Leader of the Opposition of Parliament

I had known Mr A R Surendran President’s Counsel for a long period of time. He
was a reputed Lawyer who commanded respect from everyone. He was by nature
a very gentle person, who was kind and helpful to all who came into contact with
him.

There are many who will miss him very much.

He was closely involved in religious, social and cultural activities and rendered
whatever service he could in these areas.

| consider it very unfortunate that he did not remain with us longer.
I wish to place on record. my utmost respect for Mr Surendran and to convey to

Mrs Surendran, his children and all members of the family my deep sympathies
and condolences.
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Surendhran | remember

s %

Kanaganayagam Kanag-Isvaran PC
Friend and colleague

My first memory of Surendhran goes back several years, to one evening at
Saraswathy Hall.

In the glaring lights of the stage one young man very fair, in verti with a red/
green border was seated on the stage cross legged with accompanying musical
instruments of a typical carnatic recital, mirdangam, violin, tambura behind him,
singing in a mellifluous voice one of my favouritic carnatic kirthanam - ‘raguvamsa
sudah’.

I asked Kaneshayogan, a lawyer friend, seated next to me “Yaar ada intha piramana
podian ?” (who is this brahmin boy?). My friend replied “Ithu Neelakandanudaiya
machaan - Surendran satta tharani” - (Neelakandan’s brother-in-law Sudrendran,
Attorney-at-Law). Neelakandan of course was famous by then.

Then he vanished, before | could interact with him at the Bar.

Now | know that, that was during the period he was pursuing postgraduate studies
in Belgium.

| remember meeting him upon his return. | greeted him “Vanakkam Bagavathar
saukiyama?” He responded “Saukiyam, Saukiyam - Nandri” flashing his
characteristic smile, a bit embarrassed perhaps, a blush lightning his rotund ever
friendly face.

Even as | pen this tribute to his memory those events flash before my inward eye,
bathing me with a warmth | always felt in his presence.

His friendly, reassuring face epitomized the Thamil saying ‘©ssger Oipe Wwasded
ey (‘the beauty of the soul can be seen in one’s face’), A characteristic which, in
my mind defined him most.

Of his learning and professional accomplishments | do not need to mention here.
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It is well acknowledged. Others will no doubt attest to it.

We have no doubt in our profession very learned people, great communicators and
men of varied skills.

But who amongst them is a man worthy of remembrance?
| believe it is a true professional.

A true professional is he who subjugates his special skills and learning to that
essential trust that he must establish between him and his client, between him
and court, between him and his fellow lawyers, when one holds oneself as the
willing provider of legal service to all members of the public who may need it.

In my eyes Surendhran was such a rare man.
This truth is known to many and does not bear recounting.

Many are the examples that | can speak of where he had established this trust
to my personal knowledge. His last appearance in Court is one in which | was
opposed to him.

In this current world of lies and deception, a world without honour, and without
values, it behoves us to remember him as a man who arose above them, as would
a lotus, and maintained all those sterling qualities that made a true professional.

He is worthy of remembrance for generations to come.
Death has not diminished him.

May he rest in peace.
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A true gentlemanly Lawyer

S g

Shibly Aziz PC
Former Attorney-General of Sri Lanka

The Bar lost a very committed and erudite man of the law with the recent demise
of our colleague A. R. Surendran. A seemingly quiet but forceful personality,
Surendran had qualities about him which identified him as a true gentlemanly
lawyer, with a very pleasant and friendly disposition but beneath which he had
formidable legal acumen and tenacity to fight his client’s case. He did so with great
perseverance and dedication, without any recrimination or other attitudes which
often come between a lawyer and his presentation of a case.

Unfortunately, | did not have the fortune to be opposed by him, as we generally
dealt with different areas of the law, but | wish we had opponents like him where
we could dispassionately place our respective cases before the Bench and look
forward to a fair hearing and decision.

In an age where less importance is placed on the orderly growth and development
of the law and times dictate a more pragmatic and faster resolution of legal cases,
with the latter approach contributing more to the situation which prevails today,
the need to have more lawyers rooted in the old traditions of sound, fair and
equitable arguments, based on time honoured legal principles, greater is the need
for lawyers of Mr. Surendran’s ilk to steady the course of the law.
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He won the love and affection of
all those around him

o
r x Z

Palitha Fernando PC
Former Attorney-General of Sri Lanka

Mr. A.R. Surendran President’s Counsel, was my friend for over 3 decades. 1 first
met him at the Sri Lanka Law College in the year 1976. He was the President of the
Tamil Mandram and a respected leader of the Tamil Community. He was a friend
of all communities and won the love and affection of all those around him due to
his pleasing manners and amiable disposition. He was a man of many virtues. He
carried them undiminished up to the time of his demise.

Surendran, as | have heard, was very close to his family. The busy and lucrative
practice he enjoyed did not affect the bond with his family in any way. He was
a mentor to his juniors and guided them with fatherly affection. The sentiments
expressed by many juniors at his funeral are ample testimony of what he meant to
them. A quality in him that was apparent even during his Law College days was,
his commitment to the task entrusted to him. He was extremely methodical and
thorough with the subject he was handling. He held the post of President of the
Tamil Mantram with admirable efficiency.

| have heard that he was always thorough with his briefs as practicing lawyer.
He was one of the very first to be appointed President’s Counsel amongst his
contemporaries. His appointment was viewed as a deserving appointment by the
members of the Bar. Surendran stood prominently in a galaxy of legal luminaries
of his times.

Surendran served his fellowmen with unselfish generosity. He was a devoted
Hindu, who lived a religious life whilst serving in the governing bodies of many
religious institutions, His religious upbringing and discipline would have given him
tremendous courage and strength to withstand life’s bumps and spills. Even when
afflicted with a terminal sickness the beautiful smile that adorned his equally
beautiful face never diminished.

Surendran’s comparatively early demise is a cruel blow and an irreparable loss to
many. His juniors have lost a guiding light, his friends have lost a true friend, my
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vocabulary is impotent to effectively express what it would mean to his immediate
family. We all stand poorer with his demise.

| consider it would be appropriate to quote the following words of an unknown
author | quoted when delivering my oration at his funeral:

“ Loved in life and- cherished in death
A beautiful memory - is all that is left”

May Mr. Surendran attain the eternal bliss of “Moksha”

My Close Friend

o
ha
e
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Harsha Soza PC
Friend and colleague

Mr. A.R. Surendran, President’s Counsel has been my close friend for the last over
thirty years, and his untimely demise at the early age of sixty one has created
a void in my life which will never be filled. He and | were associated in several
legal matters for clients who had retained our services, and | deeply valued his
informative and educative input. His death is a great loss to the legal profession;
he will be remembered as a lawyer who made a substantial contribution to the
development of the law and legal tradition.
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He was a gentleman
par excellence
s -l

Sanjeeva Jayawardena
Friend and colleague

| was very saddened by the news of the premature passing of Mr. A.R.Surendran,
President’s Counsel.

He was a gentleman par excellence, to his very finger tips, and a very genteel
and cultured person, with a markedly pleasing and endearing personality and
disposition.

He was never rude or unnecessarily aggressive to his opponents during the course
of any argument, but nevertheless conveyed his point across very effectively, both
eloquently and with great clarity of thought and diction.

His submissions were always substantiated with a multitude of authorities, but
also with an admirable understating of the vital first principles of the law, which
he never lost sight of and the perspectives he presented were multifarious,

The meticulous research and preparation he had made, were always palpably
manifest in his arguments.

He and | have had many a stimulating and thought provoking conversations and
I had a lot of admiration for his varied interests and knowledge, on numerous
subjects outside the purview of the law as well.

| empathise with the great loss that his family members have to endure and | wish
them both the strength and the fortitude to deal with their personal loss.

May the late Mr.Surendran attain moksha.
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Tribute to A.R.SURENDHRAN

gt =

Prof. Dr. Em. B.De Schutter
Honorary Vice-Chancellor, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium

As former President of the Program on International legal Cooperation of the Vrije
Universiteit Brussel, a postgraduate in European and International Law, | have
had the privilege to count Ratnavadivel Surendran as one of our students during
the academic year 1987-88. He was one of the few South Asian students to be
selected for admission because of his fine study-record at his home Law School. He
remarkably adapted quickly to a new and challenging environment of some fourty
students coming from all over the globe. | remember him as a very lively student,
always well prepared in class and outspoken during discussions. No wonder he
graduated cum laude with nice grades in all courses of European and international
law.

Memories are often fading out after decades of lost contact. Nevertheless | recall
him as a fine gentleman, sociable and collegial towards his classmates.

| am very greatful he gave us the opportunity to contribute to his outstanding
career.

On behalf of friends and colleagues of PILC, my sincere condolences to his family.
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Appointment as President’s Counsel - 25" June 2004

141

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




142

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



IDGOOf1GIDIT [HITUIH60T
H—t =

6T, Hafar
seflapl sl LgsTeoof

Sisma Snuasl yisd Osls
weofleflipn mmwsat Sirdig Juniors Gped swibfdsiviL s DEDLp

webauifletT emLoB&ent el Brseoflent Lsset
FLLSBIEOT &L &LoLD Lsd SinfiBs euedeomemir
eTRiseialT &GrheTent Sir
BT60TT)| EFMEbEugled Heunisbenen

&LL 6uebanienTy LD HNuTled
sflgFLD uemL 55 sndlsdiu efgi
Fn_Awomi Sleomisflss Hrb

samglug) sLLssrenfl

143

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



sunéemsuiled ailhueTeoteot
6T(LpGIeuIBe0M LDITLDBUTE0TENT
FLDTLILETUTLD GlFieugled Steul MHlabrag?
TEWLPHSHI EUBLIRISET SHEUT
uvwenflss unensuiGeo
BLIbE 6udBLD eupLd UHEMLD

aneoeed LIBsmled smed LFGHE
SH&eoD Buned eunLpbgl
FLLU Ussamseler Lbamiss LsD LILLp
B8 oatmseled uend eflwés
auLpEENELD ailsamns sPUHE
weeudl ess6M5S 2 SHLD6t

Sir ereuTm) [BMLD SHeWmLp&HE
9 flemLOW|L 60T £_MeUrig
2_Wisd emeusHs e1Ld &b
Slsemel SMIUSled
SlgaBHS sweui@LD Fapmreted
syemfuied LsdeDTETTT(H EUTLP
BLOLD FnMILD HEDEMDSEISSET

144

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



‘Sir’ = A Tribute

gt 12

Arul Selvaretnam
Former Junior of Mr. A. R. Surendran PC.

In the end, it’s not the years in your life that count. It’s the life in your years.
: - Abraham Lincoln

Dr. Ratnavadivel Surendran; President’s
Counsel was simply “Sir” to me and all
his juniors. Even though ‘great’ is used
to describe many a person, there will be
very few who will disagree that Sir was
great in all aspects.

Sir 'was amazing in his extensive
knowledge in the area of law which
was not just limited to the laws of Sri
Lanka. He was a very learned man with
a Doctorate from Washington University
and a Master’s Degree from the University
of Brussels. He had an international
reputation and his practice extended beyond our shores. He was much respected
by the Courts and his colleagues.

Sir was a perfectionist when it comes to preparing for a trial, ‘argument’ or
‘support’. His Written Submissions were thorough and a work of art perfected
through numerous revisions. Any legal argument or Written Submissions of Sir
were always supported by case law. He never failed to bring to the attention of
Court, even case law not supporting his argument, but was clever enough to be
able to distinguish the facts or applicable law!

He believed in hard work and ‘burning the mid-night oil’. Many a junior is familiar
with his riposte ‘Law is a jealous mistress’! His honour and integrity are well known

and the numerous Judges he has appeared before and his colleagues at the Bar will
145

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



testify to the great standards he set. He not only maintained the highest traditions
of the Bar but instilled those qualities in his juniors. Hulftsdorp will never be the
same without his imposing presence.

I am blessed in many ways and having the privilege of being Sir’s junior is among
the top. He was not just my senior but a Guru and mentor. His knowledge on
religion, world affairs, politics, history, sports or on any topic was unbelievable. He
was a brilliant speaker and could talk about any topic in a simple and interesting
manner. He had an amazing ability to make anyone feel comfortable, relaxed and
appreciated. He never failed to encourage and support his juniors. Sir's clients had
immense faith and confidence in him. Sir treated his clients with respect and put
his heart and soul in advocating their cause.

One day after we had finished our work for the day, we were discussing whether
the American Presidency was the ultimate and most powerful job in the world. Sir
smiled and said that he is aware of at least one person who did not think so and
went on to describe that William Taft sought and became the Chief justice of the
Supreme Court of the USA after he had served as the President of the USA. Such
was his universal knowledge on any topic.

Sir was a great teacher. He took pleasure in teaching us and sharing his wealth
of knowledge. He taught his juniors the importance of ‘preparation, preparation
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and preparation’ He insisted that we never turn up before the Court even for a
‘mention’ without knowing the Brief fully and having full instructions. He instilled
in us the importance of gaining the trust and confidence of the Court and our
colleagues.

Sir was a devotee of Shridi Sai Baba and Sathya Sai Baba and his life and work were
greatly influenced by their teachings. Sir’s life is a testament to his beliefs.

Sir managed to find time to serve the community by taking an active part in
leadership roles in the Vivekananda Society, Hindu Society and many other
community organisations. He used to say that ‘There is only one race - the human
race’ and worked tirelessly for the betterment of all communities.

Mrs. Surendran, Prashanthan and Pavithra continue to be in my prayers. May they
have divine strength during these difficult times. Their home was a second home
to me. Sir and his family are my extended family. | deeply share their pain and
anguish of Sir's sudden departure. It has left a massive void in our lives.

| celebrate, salute and give humble tribute to a great life.

Whom we deeply love we can never lose, for all that we love deeply become part of us.
- Helen Keller
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A Note From
A Junior
FH—s =3E

K.V.S. Ganesharajan
Junior of Mr. A. R. Surendran PC.

In this noble profession, it is accepted that a junior Counsel’s career greatly depends
on which Chamber or under which Senior he or she starts their practice as it is
important to learn not only the law, procedure and ethics, but it is also equally
important to learn how to maintain relationships with colleagues, members of the
Bench and clients. Therefore it was a gift and blessing that | had an opening to join
SIR’s chambers and | was able to recommend my friends and colleagues including
Nilakshan, Safana, Kandeepan, Dinesh and Pushparaj, who were also fortunate
enough to join, and are all now part of SIR’s family, our Chambers. SIR always gave
a helping hand to all his Juniors who came through the partals of his Chambers
regardless of where they were from, even if they be from the remotest parts of
the country, or not be graduates from popular schools or members of established
families

SIR was not only an eminent lawyer but most importantly a kind human being
and perfectionist whose level of honesty, integrity, intellectuality and spirituality
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is very rare to find, and even rarer still is to find another with all these virtues
together. His warm smiles and cheerful manner in both professional and personal
spheres of his life won everyone over and made whatever task at hand so easy to
complete.

The manner in which SIR encouraged, supported and persuaded us his Juniors, to
go beyond our limits which we perceived as barriers, to work and perform better
whether it be preparing for cases, legal research or language articulation was
remarkable. He helped build confidence in ourselves, for which we were blessed
and provided us with our root identity in this noble profession, having always
the privilege of calling ourselves ‘Mr. Surendran’s Junior’, a true honour, given his
incredible standing and achievements.

He always told us, that when a client comes to us, he or she is with some grievance
and that it is our fundamental duty to lend a hand to them, with the license
bestowed to us by the legal system, in order to provide any justiciable redress
without any division or disparity whatsoever. His true commitment and dedication
to his clients and his work was reflected in the eulogies and messages conveyed by
colleagues, judges and clients at his funeral.

SIR, we will all miss you, not only as our senior, guru and teacher, but also grieve
for your loss as we feel we have lost a close relation, having always been treated
like a member of your family.

His wonderful and gentle soul will forever remain in our hearts. May he rest in
Peace.
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My Memories with ‘Sir’
are everlasting
g it

Safana Gul Begum
Junior of Mr. A.R.Surendran PC

To believe the loss of Sir and to console myself is no easy task. My heart and
thoughts refuse to accept his loss, for his sense of words and kind deeds begin to
reflect in my mind and thoughts.

My senior Sir, he is not only a senior to me but also to many others. To me, my
husband as well as my son, he has been a source of parental guidan. He has been
my mentor, role - model and philosopher.

To write all my memories with Sir which extends to the past 15 years this souvenir
will not suffice. So, keeping all within myself, | share a very few of them in this
souvenir.

Fortunately, | first saw Sir as one of the judges officiating for the Oratory Contest
held for the memorial of Hon. Justice. TW.Rajaratnam conducted by Law Students
Thamil Mantram of Sri Lanka Law College and | won the first prize in that
competition. That was when | was a Law College student.

My second meeting with Sir was at the Annual Debate between Lawyers and Law
students conducted by Law Students Thamil Mantram of Sri Lanka Law College
at Saraswathie Hall, Bambalapitiya in 1998 when | took part as a second year law
student and Sir was in the opposition for Lawyers.

Thereafter, | took oaths in December, 2000. | was searching for seniors. Ganesh
who is a good friend of mine and a direct senior to me in the Law College was
working under Sir at his chambers at that time and | sought his help to join Sir's
chambers. One night, on 13* February, 2001 Ganesh called me and told me “Safana
| spoke to Sir; you call and speak to Sir now”. Accordingly | called Sir and as soon
| introduced myself to him, Sir told me, “yes Safana, just now | was discussing
with Mr. Neelakandan regarding your arguments at the debate held day before
yesterday” and Sir appreciated my part. This was another debate conducted by
Sri Lanka Law College Law Students Tamil Mandram where | argued on behalf
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of Lawyers. When 1 asked Sir, whether | can join his chambers as his junior, he
told me “Yes | have other juniors, you too can join them”. He always only had
the intention to guide and bring up young Lawyers. After | became a junior to his
chambers, No. 12, Carlwil Place, was like my own home. It was so not only for me,
but for all of us - Sir’s juniors. Sir treated all of us as his own children without any
differences until his last breath.

Sir taught us that each and every minute matters, beginning from doing references
and searching for authorities to making applications and submissions in the
courts. Sir taught not only law to us, but humanity, love, kindness, equality and
spirituality too.

A few days after | joined Sir's chambers, Sir told me that when we meet any
person, we have to talk to them with the intention that it may be our last meeting
with them. | am sure that these words consists an in - depth concept of love and
humanity at its highest esteem. When | told this to my mother whom | lost 14
years ago in 2002 due to the same ailment by which we lost Sir today, she was
lying on the bed in 2001, counting her days, told me “when you go to Sir, you do
not learn only law, but also learn to emulate his humble was and humanitarian
attitudes which are essential, for you to prosper in your future”.

I cannot remember even a single day that Sir scolded me for any of my mistakes
I made either in courts or in chambers. Not that | did not make any mistake,
but Sir’s attitude and way of approach was not to scold or find fault with his
juniors, but to appreciate them first and correct them, advice them and direct
them subsequently. We are fortunate and lucky to have had a senior like Sir, but
inthe mean time we are unlucky and unfortunate that we lost Sir abruptly like this.

Once, | made submissions in the Board of Quazis, Mr. Nithi Murugesu, Attorney
-at-Law, Sir’s brother-in-law was observing me in courts whereas he had come
there for some other matters related to him. As soon | came home, Sir called and
appreciated and congratulated me that he heard through Mr. Nithi Murugesu that
| had done a very good job in the courts that day.

Recently in October, 2015 while Sir was admitted in Lanka hospital | had to represent
Sirin the Court of Appeal in a case to make oral submissions. Dinesh and Maithreyi
assisted me. However before | arrived home, | got a message to my phone from
Madam Renuka that “Safana, Sir says congratulations and well done to you and
that he will speak to you later or tomorrow”. Then | called madam and found that
Maithreyi had called madam and told that | did a good job and madam conveyed
this to Sir and as soon as Sir came to know, he had wanted madam to send a
message immediately appreciating me even though Sir was sick at that time. This
was his attitude. That was our Sir.
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On the 13" of December, 2015, while Sir was in Singapore for treatment | received
a SMS from madam saying that Sir is wishing me for my 15" year oaths taking
anniversary. It is a very common and definite act of Sir that he always wishes
me, my husband and my son for each and every event such as our birthdays, my
oaths taking anniversary and my wedding anniversary without any lapses. But this
time imagine for one, while he was sick and under going treatment, that too in
a foreign land to wish me is really unforgettable, heart touching and my eyes full
with tears.. This is the way that Sir has encouraged us until his last.

| have to also mention when | was expecting my son in 2003, Sir's house-help told
me that Sir had adviced her to not to give any colour drink to me. What a parental
care of my senior towards junior.

During our Ramazan fasting months, on several days | had to break fast at Sir’s
chambers. Everything would be arranged for me to break fast. | was feeling homely
in breaking fast at Sir’s place

When | had a miscarriage of my 2™ baby, myself and my husband visited Sir after |
recovered. The words of consolation Sir gave me and to my husband infused with
spiritual faith and parental love really consoled us. We still remember these stories
and incidents. | really saw Sir on that day like a mother giving me guidance and
advice. That was our Sir.

On the day of Sir’s funeral, it was observed that my son Nimaath is the only one
under 13 who participated in all the rituals of Sir’s funeral from the morning to the
end. Then Ganesh and Pushparaj told that Nimaath is duty bound to do that as he
is Sir’s pet. That is true. Nimaath is accustomed to Sir’s chambers from the days
he was in my belly. He called Sir as “Umma Sir Uncle”. He is ‘Sir’ for his mother
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and Uncle for Nimaath. He always received Sir’s hugs and kisses with his words of
blessing when entering into the chambers and before leaving the chambers.

Mostly on Friday nights are relaxing hours for Sir. My husband, I and my son used
to visit Sir. It is certain that when we |leave the chambers after having a discussion
with Sir, we feel calm and spiritual satisfaction.

| remember it was in May, 2012, a day before my husband left to New Delhi for his
official trip for 3 months, we visited Sir for my husband to say bye to Sir. While we
entering Chambers Dinesh was reading a case document - a letter - to Sir, which
was stated in Tamil that “Allah will protect you”. Then Sir told my husband that
“Siyath, when you entered, Dinesh is reading to me * Allah will protect you’. | am
wishing the same to you”. We were happy and wondered how Sir blessed Siyath in
the same way of our faith. That is Sir's spirituality.

I was in deep sorrow when | missed a very few marks in my advanced level to enter
into the medical faculty. But now I am happy and grateful to the God that | missed
those marks, least | would not have been able to meet Sir. 1 would not be able to
be a Sir’s junior. | am proud to say that | am the eldest daughter of Sir’s chambers.

The advices, encouragements, guidance and assistance given by Sir to us at all
times will be there with us forever. They will definitely help us to pave way for our
upliftment now and in the years ahead.

The days spent with Sir as his junior in courts, at chambers and at his residence
are unforgettable. The thought that Sir is no more is unbelievable. He is with us in
all our deeds.

Sir, we are missing you. But the bond of the relationship built by myself, Siyath and
Nimaath with you, and your family - Madam Renuka, Prashanthan and Pavithra
will continue forever. Our prayers are always with you Sir.

With great difficulty | attempt to restrict the extent of my sorrow as Madam Renuka
told me two days before the demise of Sir, at Lanka hospital that her father late Mr,
V. Murugesu Attorney-at-Law’ used to say that “we should not demand from God.
But we have to surrender our self to God”. Likewise we accept the will of God as
human being. Therefore let us be contended with the words “From him we came
and to him is our return”. Sir, May we pray that Almighty grant you, eternal bliss.
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Tributes to an exemplary human being
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Nilakshan Swarnarajah
Junior of Mr. A. R. Surendran P.C.

I sit down at my computer with a heavy heart, to write a few words about our
beloved ‘Sir’ to share my own personal memories of him. While we have not yet
come out of the shock from the sudden passing of Sir, slowly we are coming to
terms with reality. Not a single day passes without the thought of Sir coming to
mind when | drive to work or when | relax for a few minutes. We have, however,
been trying to cope with the feeling of loss and sadness by remembering the good
times we enjoyed with him. As it will become a complete book in itself if 1 tend to
write all of my experiences with Sir, | only intend to share a few that are unique,
and highlight Sir’s fine qualities as a humble human being.

The first time | met Sir was probably at a meeting held at Saraswathi Hall around
1997, called by President’s Counsel Sivarasa to discuss the issues facing the Tamil
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community. Thereafter we attended a few follow up meetings together at Mr
Sivarasa’s chambers, Although | was only a first year student at Sri Lanka Law
College then, Sir would ensure that | was given the opportunity at every point to
share my thoughts, by inviting me to speak before he expressed his own views.

As soon as | passed out from Law College, | went into full time employment outside
of the legal profession. However, | was keen to be in contact with the legal field by
undertaking some meaningful work during my spare time. | was conscious that it
was not of great benefit to any senior lawyer, to have a junior in their chambers, if
they were not able to commit their time fully to be involved in the cases and work
to their timelines.

When | contacted Sir to explore the possibility of joining his chambers, he readily
agreed to my request without any hesitation. He remembered my participation
in competitions and debates at Law College, and to my surprise, even narrated
a few sentences from my first ‘Address to the Jury’ presentation where he was
one of the judges. Sir suggested that | could undertake research, on specific legal
points and work on written submissions, so that | could even work from home and
present my findings when | was able to visit his chambers. Sir emphasised that my
irregular visits to his chamber was not at all a problem, but in fact he made sure
he treated me the same as any of his other full time juniors, and included me in all
the get-togethers with his chamber and family.

I had never seen Sir getting annoyed if we were not able to get the right point that
he was looking for. He would always say “that is a good point, and may be of help
for another matter, you can make a note of it; but for the current purpose, let’s
try to get a judgment that squarely supports the proposition that we are trying
to make in this submission”. He would make sure that we left no stone unturned
until we got the right legal precedence and developed the perfect product to
his satisfaction. He had unlimited patience to sit with us and go through the
submission re-writes to ensure that we had put our complete effort to achieve the
best outcome for the client.

Despite his busy schedule and the volume of work involved, Sir always ensured
that we spent time discussing topics of common interests and current affairs.
Listening to the poems or articles written by his juniors was a favourite past time
for Sir. He would ask us to share our work with everyone else in the chambers
and showed his appreciation of those works. Sir encouraged us to write articles to
Law journals, in particular, the Bar Association Law Journal. He would also take us
along to key events and functions to introduce us to his network.

Once | was at Sir's chambers, working on a written submission that was to be

completed urgently during the court vacation. It was around the April New Year

times. We were in the middle of re-ordering paragraphs and it was not definitely
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a good time to be disturbed, even for a valid reason. Sir received a telephone call,
and having realised that it was not meant for him, he said “I am sorry, you should
have called the wrong number”. We started on the submission and it was the
caller again. Although | was quite annoyed, Sir was still patient and answered “I
am very sorry, but you have probably called the wrong number”. No sooner we
started working on the submission, it was the caller again, and Sir was still the
same patient man he was, and answered “I am sorry, there is no one here by the
name that you are looking for; | hope you find the right number soon, and most
importantly, if you are celebrating the New Year, | would like to wish you a very
happy new year”. | asked Sir how he was able to be patient with everyone, and
not get angry under any circumstances. He said that he always wanted to treat
people with the assumption that it might be the last time he was meeting them,
and wanted to ensure that every interaction was a pleasant one for everyone.

When | lost my father in 2006, Sir was away and could not attend the funeral.
He called me immediately on hearing the news to express his condolences, and
comforted me. When | returned to the chambers, despite the other urgent tasks
he had to focus on, Sir sat with me and asked me to read through the Memoir we
published for the 31 day remembrance ceremony. | was quite conscious that |
was taking too much of Sir’s time; and paused when | finished reading the article
in English, as if that was all there in the book. Sir looked at me and asked “so, can
you now read the article in Tamil as well”. | was touched by Sir’s gesture, where he
wanted to spend the time in person with me to help me heal while | was grieving
my father’s death.

After we migrated to Australia in 2009, apart from our immediate families, Sir’s
place was one that we would never miss to visit during our holidays to Sri Lanka;
and dine together with the chamber. After going on a pilgrimage to India early this
year, my family and | visited Sir on the Thai Pongal Day (15 January 2016); and he
spent a long time listening to our visits to temples and other places of interest. |
gave some ‘vibhoothi prashadam’ to Sir, which was brought from the Shridi Baba
temple in Mumbai by my brother. As usual we took pictures with Sir’s family in
the chambers, with all full of smiles. We were to travel back on 19 January, but Sir
emphasised that we should all have dinner together and invited us to join in the
family get-together planned for 18 January.

Sir’s place has been so welcoming and kids friendly, that our children never got
bored even if we had to spend several hours there. We always tell our children that
we were going to spend about two hours, and initially they would say ‘let’s wait for
an hour or so, and then get back home’, so that they could get on to their ipads or
watch movies. However, finally it would be the kids telling us even after three or
four hours that they wouldn’t mind waiting for a bit longer at Sir’s place.
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When we met on 18 January, Sir was very happy to see everyone together. All the
juniors shared their memories and interesting events in their professional lives.
Juniors read out the poems and articles they had written to mark Sir's 60t Birthday.
Sir himself narrated a poem out of his memory that he had written several years
ago. Sir's poem emphasised that it was not important to follow the rituals and
practices if people were not able to live by the true meaning of those rituals, Sir
watched a video of my son’s Tamil speech and congratulated him on the good work,
in particular, for the correct pronunciation of some difficult words. We had dinner
together afterwards with all the juniors and Sir's family joining for photographs.
We had no knowledge that that was going to be the last get-together with Sir; and
we bade farewell saying we would meet again the next time we were on holidays.

After returning to Australia, | received a call from Sir on my birthday in February.
He asked about our wellbeing and wished me for my birthday. After speaking for a
while, he blessed me again. Every time I think of that last conversation | had with
Sir, | feel the blessings from him; and struggle to come to terms that we are not
going to see his pleasant and smiley face behind the table in his chamber next time.
From a far-away place if we are missing Sir so much, it is quite understandable
how much strength would be needed for Sir’s family - Madam, young Prashanthan
and Pavithra - to sail through this difficult time. We hope and pray that they have
the divine blessings to continue to be guided by Sir’s ‘Athma’, and work towards
achieving the dreams and goals that Sir would have loved to see them reaching in
their lives.

Of all the topics of general interest we would have discussed, from Asteroids to
Zodiac signs, | enjoyed the time | was able to discuss, debate and clarify my doubts
relating to religions and spirituality. As such, let me finish with some quotes from
our ancient religions and philosophies, which help us to reflect on the purpose of
life and accept the ultimate reality of death.

Verse 21 of the Buddhist Dhammapada

“Mindfulness is the way to the Deathless (Nibbana); unmindfulness is the way to Death.
Those who are mindful do not die; those who are not mindful are as if already dead”.

Isaiah 57:2
“Those who walk uprightly enter into peace; they find rest as they lie in death”.
The Holy Quran, Surat Ali Imran 3:185

“Every soul will taste death, and you will only be given your [full] compensation on the
Day of Resurrection. So he who is drawn away from the Fire and admitted to Paradise
has attained [his desirel. And what is the life of this world except the enjoyment of
delusion”.
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And finally, Chapter 2 Verse 20 of the Bhagavad Gita

“na jayate mriyate va kadacin
nayam bhutva bhavita va na bhuyah
ajo nityah sasvato 'yam purano

na hanyate hanyamane sarire”

“For the soul there is never birth nor death. Nor, having once been, does he ever cease
to be. He is unborn, eternal, ever-existing, undying and primeval. He is not slain when
the body is slain”.

We extend our heartfelt condolences to Sir’s family. Given the fact that they come
from a family with spiritual background aplenty, | am sure they gain the strength
to accept the fact that death is only an inevitable process in human life. Let us all
join together in praying for Sir’s soul to rest in peace.

Om Shanti! Shanti!! Shantilll
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2_ecotrewiowlied seballssLcd Sifiaiiue semissmry elens@
2_6iTenSHled [HEED 2 6iTeNlD & DRSTE T60TD
&iTenoTatt UL LML6d surflsemen LTELD SLpG
Sleuit GLb FRIES LEOEDLDSSS SN
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‘Sir' eredTm) BTLD SlewLpEa 2 _MemLDL|LETT & Meulg
2 _Whsd smeuss 61D &b
SidleoLd Fradiw SeiBaianen alfiblennbal
a0 snHel Gevemng UpriisglésleiGmeor
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6TID @HUID HMJTHD ‘Sir’

e it

&% £C8anad
safiapL slLsspeoi

Sir et Uiflemey Sswib ghe NIGHDSI,

el BHWID sauins Sir 8 saasne — sneafihE
STULIP&STEUT LDSuTLD euBsEHn?

g Speuns Sir g uni

6TE0T LDEUTB&SHEmENS HDHE 6T(LpS efenLpSlerEmenr...

2009Lb S4e001(B LONTE LonsLD 1710 Hed) eretteniemi il eunpeiiGed 6dF LDD&EWPLRWING [BIT6IT. [Be0T FLL 5SS a0t
uuileyeorit ShemtngGe SEmHEHEUTSE Sir 2 emLw Chambersag wasit paens saflsnpy & LSHosyeoofuns
BeneroreugnEns GFaTn FHsT. sn@ (PaTedTy 200710 SyewiE B FlLbseanfl U WaTnSHed
8w mreder SppnAflugns SmEsGUTE ebg aIBLTES ESuprs mredsme Wermie Ssleushsns
Sir & SemPSAGHEGHNLD. FHSLOTET Gevopld. AFewsulh ssald. i eLpsspLD, SlenaTeuanILD
sauibdlnsskamay fnhs CuFFMHDEILD sewil aetn Ostefullonar GreeusTupd G@meiL  Siredr
SlTTEDDW U5 LIETTILIEY eTeiTamnent LDL (BLDEIED SIMIE eub@lbhe Heludssr, &L ssTenfas, allmhaaitasT
2 L SlemsrTsHSl FLL LONSUTEUTSEMETILILD SaUTHSE. SHeudbenLil SfsunDDeILD, LTS ShEHemLDLLD,
Spmidlsol Yedemiow|d, smieomPl upmib. SO esete efigaybsrear 2 femwl GuromiLgdlsd Sieui
VEMETITRBIES ShsugLD HrenT Sleugpemiil FLL unsemnuiGo Seweroiba sl dsTefiuns eupGalssi(GLd
1G0T 6TEO0TEU0TEHEWE GT60T LDEUTEld SetTCm LFGEHFI. Bt Sir BLID elFaTm@uUng Sir erettement(l LD Sisbeog
areorgl Ueoeold upy ergeyd Gelsaleemen. eTaiTenear SlTUNs Slensg Ll s asmyfaiear SipliuemL
SiLbsLonelr EFMLED STLSMSUD, GILPEESMSIUD DLED Sletm asFneelSshHan. SliES [HIer e
sumpeiled Wsea|b sh@snsnnest Brer, FLLO unmbuflwsHe UnbEl. eueTyng sTeiTensori UMD QLGNS
FLL LDMEOUTEUENIBELD H60TEI eTHlTEMeoLd eTetTent, Hent wfl_Lb eleettn) asmflemen &DHUE ersueunmy aGMlsnen
Symbliliug Guneltp géamiEsT SEUUS WNSTTHSLNENE oLyl S5Hemnuisd 2 sTen WTaUHEESLD
BE0TE QBIfD. Sieueunm) peeuflbrkbbES TeTEE Ib SeomssnT aleTasns SEPHSUT ST 6TeT &b
FGordloenT Sir.

BLTEDDHS 6T(LD EUIBLIRISEME Sir 2L etT SleudhemLil s LLuTFsnpuied suemiibg SeuGrn@ HHloapmisefis
BULDEGBEHEHE ShEBTTRIFI Te0TUS 66T LD (BLD6De0 Sir o_anLw Juniors ered@eombeE@LD §d5 GILIHEDLDLLITEIT
eflLwib. SleusaunGm Sir Soaprisefis FLOTULETEDS (PSSl 6 OeubHrieunensILL 6T Gnigw SLDIITLDMET
meoLuied euefliGL aumBLLELNE SleudbLaiT SaapTs ASMLIHE QIEausSo aared Qb Sefil GLHeDLD.
Sir penemiemLil aumpailer Slempeundls@d GoHulL sreseans FLLSSTIIGH aFcsulflHsn ereommed
Sigl Sensnangl. ShFHemned et Sir “Law is a jealous mistress” ereiiy Slghslp Famieuny. FLLLD
eTeTUSl 63H SWMDMEmLD GlsnemoTL emeuliunil eTeiTubned Snet Hhest Brey GeuenensefiBe CoausneaiFuIs
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Wwpssell ¢ Wsab Grub AFarn 66 aes@bBurs GonamPiL aNTsensseans GTEOTEM)L60T [HlemenTey
enjeuny. U Ceusmensefied eDHE EPOLNET SLOIUILETUTRSET, BHLOETD EUDSGSDISST LDOHDID
SHEUSTOTTRIBEMET SN Al bBungl mnesr Spefipsurs Sir 2 Ler &ambE swfeHnsaGnear. Sir 2 Lb
areiTeiL 60T @dphal HWfeseill B Siseneur HredT SeunBiuTs OFS (PSS L6 eTaiTemenT 2 L mowins
2 _MmETsApLL LpUugiblseme seuniugisisbemen. Sir snGHe0ns ararde snmib Slebang eog Gealemensmiu
ungmLip Slenilyb @nieh SFwidlsst &esmey, “You have done a good job”, “You have done a tremendous
job”, “You have done a splendid job. &supenm GslLsib HreT SemLib WALpEFALLD GETebadleoL R,
&eveunm) BN setons Sreallyeurs Geuene 61F11s auLDEG®eNaT SiliyssT eiog sl eumbCurg Sir
sMIb aungHemgEen “No pain No Gain, therefore you have to burn the midnight oil”

Sir eot Chambers eretiug eT60Té@ LDL(BLDEDED Sir 2 emiwi Juniors GeLEEUMIREIHHELD BLDG CETHS
iECUTe. Sibssase) awéans 24 LafIGHIWD ANHABEGD. SLHES 7 QUHLEISES STHTIE0ILDIS
e ErefiGo Sempaundleed Gunull Gwrsems mrer Chambers & Sir 2 Leam sner sm@seons
sLOSFBESHCOT. SiElsUTDNeT SEITLELMLDSISEDsT Hleperrs@bGuUng SUeunwsl FLiLeDe Sereur
o1 erentientTSConaniding. GeusmeoulGen sevtrevtiiuions SmbeTEUDd Sir 2.b FHregubd usGeum
el LFIsemeT aRGEhESG6TEm USIHhaID SrsdGonD fo Cosmersais alandegb SmasGns.
FLLLD Lo (BLoebed, FLowid, Sigdwied. sflGHid. wneniafwed, awbuiufwsd, eflememunl @, feoflon, Sens sreor
SlemaHgl HlennHEMILD SleuHenL I SITflemeulb. S EHEnLDEnILILLD &600T(B s allbsEILeT SlalmenLw
Flenereunhmenessati® LTssns Hm sebllsbens. Sleul 6¢b BLLDMpW [HResD GUrsm sumbhseu.
FLL el wrfiseflsd L Goebe angl HefliulL aunbsens el wkiselsd @ fpbs aufsnpuns, ue
eflwrhisenst SOOISOSTBSSE DL BLODONE SHeTaenL L anbsmsula Siems FHpbuL sumbHE
SMLIRUIENT.

Sir slLgasnflens ereisunm CEASZICEIT Slelan@n UsseResT Db SIMs &nHe0 CETEuREESTT
aaTUSNG Sleueniw Chambers 6 2_efen mHresGL Fran UsBL. SIBsGUNE 6&TLPLLY FLL H
eoagems (Colombo Law Library) ewflgid vweu@sgid asmpustelleonsr &L sppenfsefed Sir smer
GG EBH0Ns LWeTUBSHIW L SaTeniuns SmosRaertiBLd eetugl eemg ssmfily. Sir 2 _epLw
Juniors erebGeomemyuiLd SiriE Lsofiyfiu b Stememeumé@Ld OSHILLD. gaeTaTDie s L mreossHe 2 sTem
Spmislevs sLL Siflsenass, agatamifies s L Siflsenassr, Halsbury’s Laws of England, &maw &1L
SinlEenmHe 66T, FLLU UsoHemissTe dpsmed (LBoHaHssNDd agan Fdoam elsunsmsafsrGung
Slamswn sofUllsg Eeomisnas FLLEFNGSLD WwWhHmpw BHunungésmisafle sneoriu@Bh FLs@hELone
sllgglwnssens Wseyd sraflemowins
elfl6MRI & En LI (pemmuilsd
Foplfliug Sleumads 2 fesmeor
B(b HEWED  ETEOTM)|  EFMEDEDEDMLD.
m  Hrem g Geuemem 2 _wiy
PATDHFCD QB eupheed
2 Gpmo L&S SLLLD SLDUmBSLDMET
b FLL Gesmiun@® esmLmied Sir
HEUTE GUMLIELPEOLDTENT FLOILILETTSHEDS
QFLg GEeonmBEs Gunsl Sletmy
Slevaupsens allenfless HHlugsen
Gpnilsd SmHs HHWIET L&l
Sleuiser Hnss BHoamsSCo Sir
8 uswrs sl eunisemsssiisor
SLOLDT&SLD
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“Surendran, e ibemol Guretin SeomiEnss FLLSHDS Lo (BLOGEONS LOHEDDW BENGS6MH SeiiLED
LLGI L misemen QUUILELD. CaupUBSIUID BI.GD & Lisranfiast Seoons Ssonosded BrissT
wperement melt Epnevtll LLgsreviiEer (Queen's Counsels) Gure CaupUEEE Snlipwig) L BLoedTE
Sauninefiu FHoep 5L Snflbsnass O Ereondifiufer Shésmissmemnb soTinlsss OSMLiriso
BMeuT LlsaLD GILJHemLDILIEDLElesTBmenT. .

Sir 8gyemLi SRSl Lesmowb, Symidle 2 gefliyd, Sleut UpGuNds@d suser T5EDLEEMELLILD,
EFTEDEUETHEMBILILD. Hevu1(B allwssns FlLssTeleepuilame, BHUSGEHD Saeane. b [H6T Sedanans
el BHOaEHG0 Qb ShHad ABILIuNeT aupsdd Sir Shagnd SoHegLaT GUSs aIPsES
sl Leneraens FHuSuiamBe Buslsasiu. Ceuetiy SmHesne ST6T aDSE! cLPEOLDNET FDIIILETTSEDS
aseugnans BHuAuiLD GemfwGurg wreulL BHuF “Mr. Surendran, why don’t you make oral
submissions, because 1 would like to hear your Queen’s English” ereirmy #mss B@losnsse snmiuig
SlaudemL W Spraigleol Leoemioulesr Anhs eleuelUUNE eTetTr) snifleurmed LolemasWTsg.

Sir slLppenpuiGe paTEmemLL 37 euEbL ST Slanuaubdlsd SOmmsF FLLESODEGD FLL
Besduafbed Sy Safss umseliiy upn Brar sapPesfius Csmauldano. smEHONE
FLLpgrerfEer @b G&USS FLLLLFuds WwLEEw Apuus CeiFdl euhpeaiaems Sl Shyeomed Sir
auHsesF slLwne SEhstgid . Yeoenws esnsmie L eflwiors Sehengid &, sbusflE #lLwb,
SpBHETE FLLLD, HiFeunss sLLLd, SipfusoenblLF & LD Saubrise Goens sTatss s LLIons SnBSTEILD
SiauDIietT Ship Simeomisemsn SMig, SHeumhemm (LPEDDILITE LIRSS, cLPEneOLPBHEISEDe0NLD C1F60Tn] ShIMilhEI
SLDULETOTLD QFILLD Qb fnbs slLeunen eraTug Geusieflent_Loenen. &g OB HreT Seau® Todshe)
Subm & aupsGsenet GUIIL eflELSCDsiT. 2 wir FAamsds sbusiullar auisssl auws (Trade
name) egninfleo Arpico Finance Co Ltd Vs. Richard Peris Arpico Finance Co Ltd eetirp eupsdled Sir
FLOTULSS 6UMIELPEOLDITENT SLDILILIGTOTLPLD, 6TLPSE cLPEOLDITETT FLDTLILIGTTIPLD SibE euLDHEIEE SleUlT OETawmTL.
SeuDBLD, Leoemins OFNSEHIseT elLiugled sl Sesdludgitd Heolsd @ aufiu aupliiysnswneLb.
SIBs Gued GoetTpenpull B FHesimsHed Shanmugaratnasarma jegatheeswarasarma and Jessiammah
Jegatheeswarasarma Vs. Dr. PB.Jayasundera and Two others ereiin eupadisd @puiwed pmid Sipdiied
2 _flenwsensana sieGss ssumwusHer £ (International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights-
ICCPR) 1980&41b Shetti(s HipEaneuuroemen Lomeul L 556D Spmemien SHhileusmeniiliesT Gung sLsSLULB
sneoormoed  Guner  Bweugnes  siwnalEenLl  OUHEOTINET OEEsHebeUTEIOT HOID Oegdiibion
Q2B EEDAITFILN GHEsafarned SLbLPanLI DS SLESLILLG snevormosd Gumsor eflwib esmL ik s&u
En@asT efls 2 flemoast Gupaling eeain e BHonpl 6 OUDICISDHSTES SheneotTuiL® 6T LDESTaneT
Ganfl srémed aFLWOLLL Writ eupsdled siauCss FlLGmaU|D, Bmemss FLLEMSILD Sib@Eam)
ShemfiGeumnea FoIiniisg BHLETIND SHDIfL FLOTULEOLD HIILD SFULSSET Sleui eHss FLIuTiiegLD
Gai&dl eubn @b semgugl slLssra aausne Wes dnns & gnyeommiss. Seomub (pairGereroaur
Ganeled Geusiiall auLpEE. Siba6T. SaTaIaTed aupde, Gunraimsnsy Sir, Bomiens & LHEEDDEELD,
FLL Boadluszssd Seul eupridu unfiu urisefliysEhESs FTeaTmn) UsmLD.

Sir 2 L et Brest LLPEIW 7 eubL SMeopld erergniemLi eunpeliiBer &b QUMHETeLD. Sir S@GLD ereoTéELD
8o Luled @ acelurs asmbed FHunar £ papan SEHETEQLD SHHEH Guwens SeofiiulL
fulled Sleu eTaTLig QBTEUNAIBHS SIGTEDULLD, LUNFSEDSILD BT L (Lpewn 2_ewrirbdlimsaiEment
Sleng SignuelssIilpediBner. Sir ereiteneur LB eETEIENLW GO SIRIsSseUTSaTeoT
mevetTseligd, GHBLLUSHED HenLaumd wabFfuner Bapassigid sul fmEHoTar SEEann 615mIHE
UReEESAGILene Brer &6l Hlemerey weofled Blewee] S SLenUULLEuETTS SdpdsiEneT.
sreTemiemL W shienauils FmLosomailpn Siettn) snemed 6.00 Lettfleg eTettgl SHebase Kapruka aunglest
CremauuiiLIfEHE aTenigl BRIensES @ Gift smasnsns e Snédnnissr aar @@ aBNTenEUA
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SlemLpliL QTN EUESE. SMewsd 6.30 e WITpunesuThEled 2 6fem eILDg Gﬁl‘_@és&.g;aiim# SlemLpliLy
Lewtfl SlGHSSILD eTe0TEHl HRIENS BHEDEUGHDHS GuIE LEE|D SIpsTeT SWwnHens LDeTSETTE SFILILILLL
LbeiEaIEEntT(H eebTemm Sir 2 b Madam 2_1b Senliluilphaniasen. Sir GG SHuGUNng ShslunailGe
Bm&EHATONT 660N 6T60EE GSFD Shevtmed Sir S [HMEWEN LODSSTLDED CIE0TH HRDBHS (LPHED
lapLoetor Liflens Signilinfuig) L Gosden Sir SiSlunaisd Smbg eubeEILD Sir eur Juniors ereGembLENILD
ETEUTE SRIEDSEDIILILD SEvUTeusHIILLD SlewipdHs Taj Samudra Hotel eb Bpeystorey goun® SeLSbHSSIL 60T
Sreystoraiienr WetTeuny &b BlENHELMLEELD Flebssl sHGamElLBSAILG 6Ta0EE ELFIWESTH LSILDFAMILS
BNBHSE. BULIRWINET &b £ WkS eflsemen, 6dn HEOTEUTEnsT HITeUl s60TH GIHEUTS CIUNDE s
SemL &% ewifil LTSEIWLILD ereiTm) 6ot SdhgidleoTEmenT.

b ANES SHOGWTE, GHEUTS, Shenbs SLGenesIns. anpssms auflsniipuns aeTgienLi LsGamn
Goemeusefish eraitemen auLBIBLSSIW b FADbHH Gdpenel. fAnms weaflseaver. Spbgl SleumenL 31b BNei
HlemenTe)) LDEOHEE b Mismeniey OlFISsmil 6 (pgIBeusT 6Te0Ts seoteled snl. BlenerHElbbeeaileens.

Sir 2_emiw Syeuiion SHemindluiied EemsmlLNTEUETS.
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A Guru like no other

Fi—t =i

Maithreyi Rajasingam
Junior of Mr. A.R.Surendran P.C

I still remember that late evening almost two and a half years ago when | walked
in to Sir's Chambers feeling really nervous. Pranavan was to introduce me to his
Chithappa (Uncle) and request a place for me as an apprentice in Sir’s Chambers.
| remember that day so vividly as if it was only yesterday because of Sir's warm
welcome and kind words putting me at ease at once. | knew | was very lucky to get
this place, but only later did | realise the real extent of my fortune.

It is hard for me to describe Sir in mere words and 1 am sure that all his juniors
face a similar predicament. He was so kind and caring. When we worked together
during the first month of my apprenticeship, one would think he had all the time
and patience in the world just for me, asking me about my university days, the
areas of law that interested me and just simply discussing the law applicable for
the relevant subject at hand or practiced in different jurisdictions around the

T i
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world purely for the enjoyment of the subject. One had to be on their toes around
Sir. Even though 1 was given tasks related to cases such as research and drafting,
when | walk in to Chambers the first thing Sir will ask me is not whether | have
completed my work but what new subject | had learnt or what book | was reading
at that point. He was a voracious reader himself, a man who simply didn’t know
how to put a book down when he started reading, even if it meant staying up all
night. We couldn’t in any way limit our discussions to just law, he was simply
an all rounder. We discussed about national and world history, politics, music,
films, philosophy, literature and so much more! Stories from luminaries of his time
especially his favourite Justice Krishna lyer will never fail to be told at least once a
day. Even when | read a book related to law, he will not just stop with explaining
the law to me, but go in to the history of how the law came in to being or even
give me a detailed background on the author! He was a walking encyclopaedia!
Anyone who knows him well cannot miss his incredible memory. During my years
of practice with him | never got used to his amazing capacity to simply remember
everything. After a client-conference, Sir will turn to me and ask “Now Maithri,
what do you think of this case?” and easily with no strain or hesitation tell me
to bring me a book and ask me to turn to the exact page where | will always, and
| mean always find an authority or legal opinion that supports our case. Even at
times when | read aloud a judgement or book and made an error by skipping a
few words, he will immediately interject and ask me to read it again knowing fully
every single word inked on that page.

I cannot, in words, describe the pride we juniors have in Court when Sir makes
his legal submissions. His booming voice with the eloquence of a gentleman and
amazing vocabulary will have anyone’s attention. Preparing for a case the next day
was no easy task and no time was too late for him to stay up. | believe he was the
epitome of what | learnt in law school, of doing your very best for your client. He
literally lived this to the very last letter. Research for authorities will never cease
and no book remains unturned. Prepared notes, all the documents in the brief,
precedents in favour and any precedents not in favour were all looked at. He was
a perfectionist and was always thoroughly prepared, even on days when there was
more than a good chance that the case will be postponed.

It was always fun working with him. Even the most difficult and daunting cases
did not deter him. He was always positive and ready for the challenge. At times
when | felt like giving up, thinking our client had no case; Sir will simply smile and
tell me “Don’t give up now. Tell me there is a case and we will be able to find it
together”. | always felt like doing a victory dance within every time a judgement
was in our favour, and fall in to despair when it was the other way around. But Sir
would always take both victory and failure in his own stride. If we had won, he
will take the time to congratulate all his juniors on their hard work, discuss the key

points of that case and the judgement and smile. If we lost a case, he would still
168

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



nevertheless praise all of us
for our hard work, discuss the
case, smile (that smile was
always there) and if we could
appeal to a higher court,
then say let's work harder for
that.  Written  submissions
and drafting will be corrected
again and again and again.
Even though he could easily
draft on his own even the
most complicated opinions,
submissions and plaints, when
I am there, he will ask me to
! write it, encouraging me (even
when I thought what | had written was not good enough) and taking the time to
teach me the nuances of it.

His words of encouragement never ceased. Sometimes | felt he was ever so
generously kind with his compliments, but nevertheless so grateful. He took great
interest in all that we Juniors did. He and Chithi (his wife) were like our second
family and our Chambers rightfully earned the name “gurukulam” (guru-teacher,
kula-extended family). He took great interest not just in us but in our families
sharing in our joys and sorrows. | will forever be grateful for him for making my
oaths taking ceremony possible just before my wedding so that all my family
(including those from abroad) could be there. My colleague later joked that | must
be the only apprentice he knew of who had the privilege of having an honorary
mention of both my late grandfathers who were a Barrister and Attorney during
the ceremony. I will also never forget the kindness with which Sir comforted me
when I lost my mother a year later. During this hard time, during work he will ask
me to read books of Shiridi Sai Baba and Sathya Sai Baba (being an ardent devotee
himself), of the miracles that people have encountered simply to provide me that
strength and hope in life. After my marriage to Pranavan even though | was part
of his family, he was always “Sir” to me. The reverence with which we juniors
worshiped him when we called him “Sir” seemed more suitable to me at the time.
| was moved when Sir always told inquiring lawyers, that even though | was not
his daughter that | was like his daughter and he always treated me thus.

In addition to all his talents and kindness another virtue of Sir was that money
was never important to him. Not just the times when he didn’t demand any fees
from clients who could not afford it but also in his general outlook on life, he
never gave money much importance. He believed in greater things such as faith

and happiness.
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Sir was a true Guru to me in all sense of the word. Not only did he impart
knowledge but shared his life experiences with me, always providing a moral in
the end from which | can learn from. | travelled with him to Singapore when
he went for treatment having discovered worrying reports in Colombo. He was
really not well or fit then, and what the doctors had to say made it no easier. He
was diagnosed with an aggressive form of pancreatic cancer which had spread to
secondary sites. A cancer for which doctors told us they knew of no cure. | wonder
how many people reading this will believe me when I say that with all this, sitting
in the hotel room waiting for our next appointment, he and | worked on two
written submissions that had to be filed in Sri Lanka. He didn’t slump back and
wait or give in. He was passionate and committed about his work and would do
nothing less than the very best for his client.

| believe the day the doctors told us of the diagnosis will be forever etched in my
memory. | remember standing there feeling all hope drained from my very being
and he on the other hand stood with conviction and faith that Bagavan was with
him. | can only amaze at his conviction and the way Chithi stood by him in his
unwavering faith or the devotion in which she cared for him. I know it is only
something | can wonder about but never even attempt to achieve.

Even in those dire circumstances | cannot finish without sharing the moments of
faith we experienced. | know if it were anyone else’s experience Sir would readily
share it with all of us so that we draw hope from it. The suggested treatment was
chemotherapy and with it we were warned of all the side effects. Having seen my
mother go through it, | could only imagine the worst. But miracle of miracles,
while we were there in Singapore taking treatment Sir showed no major signs of
discomfort or pain as we feared. In fact, a shock not only to us his family but even
to all his doctors, he rapidly improved well enough to travel back to Colombo and
start work. There were moments in Singapore where | did share with Sir’s sentiment
that there was some divine light guiding us. Small miracles of accidentally meeting
a taxi driver who happened to be a Sai Baba devotee who in turn introduced us to
a Sai congregation there in Singapore where Sir was fortunate to listen to Bajans
sung by devotees to his heart’s content and the moment before finding out from
doctors of his unbelievable improvement in his condition of having another family
member of a patient hand to Chithi Vibhuthi which had been materialised by the
very hands of Sathya Sai Baba himself, all strengthened Sir’s conviction in his faith
and mine in that there are some things beyond our limited understanding.

He was always positive and held by his faith. Even when he was admitted in hospital

for the last time, | cannot forget the last proper conversation | had with him. |

addressed him saying “hello Sir, how are you today?” He was already fatigued

by the illness and pain and was lying in bed. He gave me a big smile and said in

a booming voice “I am fine. Tell everyone that...” “you are fine” | completed the
170

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



sentence for him and he chuckled. He would never tell me otherwise than the
word ‘fine’ in all my time with him,

| stand lost today. Not only have | lost a great teacher and friend but the legal
fraternity has lost a great legal luminary of our time.
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Speech at Funeral

g =

by Maithreyi Rajasingam
On behalf of all of Sir’s juniors- Gehan Ranawakke (District judge Mount-Lavinia),
Arul Selvaratnam (Australia), K.V.S. Ganesharajan, Safana Gul Bagam Unideen,
Swarnarajah Nilakshan (Australia), Nadarajah Kandeepan, Jayarooban, Tharshini
Kanagasabapathi, Pushparaj, Jude Dinesh, Maithreyi Rajasingam and Madusoothan

“Sir” as he is fondly called by all of his juniors was not only our Senior but also
a father, good friend and confidant, Guru and spiritual guide to us all. What is
exceptional and amazing about Sir, is that he knew that there was always
something to be learnt from every situation and therefore he would never limit
himself just to law but always shared his experiences extensively, providing us with
every story a new perspective, a lesson to learn from and guided us every step of
the way. Another amazing quality of Sir is that rain or shine we can be certain that
Sir will always have a positive attitude and a desire to do what is right. He had a
deep understanding about life which enabled him to always see the silver lining
and never waiver. Even when he was ill, he continued working with complete
dedication, never for once giving up.

Our chambers was our second home and we were all like one big family with Sir
and Madam at the helm, always looking after us and encouraging us in everything
that we did, regardless of whether it concerned our work in Sir's Chambers or
otherwise, motivating us to improve and develop as better individuals, concerned
and caring not only of us but our families, winning all our hearts and minds. His
warm welcome “come, come” will forever resonate in our hearts.

He would never scold us, even if we ever made a mistake but ensured that we
are aware of the mistake so that we won't make it again. In fact on many an
occasion he has gone to the extent of taking full responsibility for our errors even
in open court, taking the brunt of its consequences We always knew that Sir will
not abandon us and will stand by us in our times of trouble. If he ever wanted to
rebuke us his silence was sufficient. At the same time, he never shied from saying
words of encouragement and being always generous with his compliments. All his
juniors will be familiar with his words telling them you have done a “tremendous
job”.
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He was a remarkable teacher and had all the patience and time in the world when
it came to teaching us. There is no doubt that all consider him as a legal legend and
luminary. He was a perfectionist in all that he did. His written drafts were never
complete without numerous revisions and no book remained unturned when in
search for authorities. He was completely immersed in his work and enjoyed every
bit of it. There has been many a time our Chambers has stayed up till the wee
hours in the morning, characteristically termed by him as “we must burn the mid
night oil”. When reprimanded by any well meaning friend, he would reply with his
mischievous smile “the Law is a jealous mistress”.

Sirhad aremarkable talentfor building a cogent argument. “Inextricably interwoven
with the earlier issue, your honour” you would hear him say often in Hultsdorf. He
had excellent diction and a flare for idioms and collocations to the extent that once
a Judge requested him to make oral submissions saying “I would like to hear your
Queen’s English Mr. Surendran”. We have been awestruck numerous times by his
level of intelligence, knowledge and memory. His advocacy and articulation were
best we had seen in Hulfsdorp.

An avid reader himself, he encouraged all of us to read and expand our minds.
He could start a conversation with anyone on any subject whether it be politics,
spirituality, sports, music, films or history. As an ardent devotee of Shiridi Sai Baba
and Sathya Sai Baba, his devotion and faith influenced his life a great deal. At times
when we despaired, he spoke words of comfort allowing love to guide us forward.

We cannot imagine our lives without Sir’s presence and guidance. We are deeply
indebted to him for everything he has done for us.

Our hearts go out to his family. Love and strength to you all in this difficult time.
He leaves a void that cannot be filled not only in our lives but in the legal fraternity.

I thank Sir's family for giving us this opportunity to speak.
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A MAN OF PRINCIPLES
A GENTLEMAN PAR EXCEL EMCE
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Dr.V.Jeganathan
National President,
Sathya Sai International Organization Sri Lanka

The untimely demise of Mr.R.Surendran PC, came as a shock to everyone who
knew him. Although my acquaintances with Suren are few, yet | know his family
for a long time, as an Ideal Sai Family. Their contributions to the Sai Organization
in Sri Lanka has helped the Organization to grow and render many selfless services
to the needy, through Sociocare, Medicare and Educare Programs. Suren’s father,
lovingly addressed by all as Ratnavadivel Aiyah is known to all Sai families in Sri
Lanka. He has been performing, with utmost Bhakthi, all the rituals in the Sindhi Sai
Center, and in particular, at the Colombo Samithy which functions at the premises
of the Hindu Ladies College down Rudra Mawatha, Colombo-6, in addition to the
main centre at the Sai Mandir at 22, Barnes Place, Colombo-7. His contributions
at these two Sai Centres had helped immensely to the spiritual growth of all the
devotees who patronised there centres.

Suren’s children, Pavithra and Prashanthan had gone through the full course of
‘Sai Spiritual Education (Balvikas) Program, which aims at character building and
the blossoming of Human Excellence, through attaining self-confidence which
leads to self- satisfaction, self-sacrifice and finally self-realisation. Suren’s children
are more or less role models in the Balvikas program. They are also examples of
how the Balvikas Program helps the children to excel in their school and college
education.

Suren being a PC was a man of principles, a lawyer who always fought for the
truth, a sincere legal advisor to all who sought his advice, a good Sai Devotee,
soft spoken, calm, never in agitation, methodical in his professional approaches,
a good husband to Sis. Renuka, a loving father to Pavithra and Prashanthan, and
a good friend to all those who knew him. These are the words which arise in my
mind when | think of Suren. In short, to me Suren was a gentleman par excellence.
His passing away is difficult to accept, and is an irreparable loss to all of us. Many
of us even did not know that he was ailing for quite some time. He never showed
any symptoms of his illness or signs of suffering until the time he sought serious
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medical interve: tion. In spite of the best of medical attention given to him by his
family in Sri Lan 1 and abroad he finally succumbed to his disease.

Many a times when someone, who is dear to us, and accepted by everyone as a
vood person, passes away we used to wonder why God takes the lives of good
people much earlier than we desired them to live, but at the same time allowed
the wicked to live much {onger than what the society wished them to live. For
want of better understanding we say it is their destiny or Karma. Does this mean
that people who earn good Karma leave early? However, with all the scientific,
technological and mecdical advancements available to us, date and time of death
are unpredictable by us, neither we are in a position to at least postpone the event,
Nothingisin our hands. Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba In one of His Divine Discourses
delivered to an assembly of eminent doctors from a number of countries who met
in Puttaparthi, said, “Giving life and taking life is God’s business. Your job is to give
comfort to all who come to you”. What a bold and true declaration! In this journey
of the creations to the Creator, of the Jivathma to the Paramathma those who have
lived a life of virtue, of morals and values may be purifying their souls faster and
complete their cycles of births and deaths quicker than the others. God takes such
lives early from their physical bodies which is subjected to time and space, and to
which we give a name and claim ownership.

When an incense stick is burned it emanates an aroma of fragrance into the
environment around. Even after the stick has burnt itself out, the fragrance which
emanated from it continues to linger in the surrounding environment for quite
some time. Similarly although Suren’s physical body has burnt out into ashes the
sweet fragrance of his loving associations with all of us will linger forever.

Let us pray to the Almighty to negate whatever little Karma that may, if at all, be
still lingering with Suren’s Athma and allow it to merge with Eternity.

‘Samastha Loka Sukino Bhavanthu’
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LOSS OF A UNIQUE PERSONALITY
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M. WANNI- WANNIYASEKARAM
Advisor- Prashanthi  Council
International Governance, SriSathya Sai Seva Organisation

A Unique Personality, a devoted Son, a loving husband, a Loving Father and Brother,
a legal luminary and a law abiding citizen is no more in his mortal body. He is
none other than RATNAVADIVEL SURENDRAN PRESIDENT’S COUNSEL. His sudden
departure was a shock to every one specially to his dear family. He excelled not
only in law but also in social service and spiritualty. He was a different caliber in his
legal profession. While he was sought after to handle various types of complicated
legal cases by client who went to his chambers, his continuous generosity was
unmatchable, and many were grateful for his helping heart and hands.He was a
person of great integrity in his professional and public life.

His pleasing personality won the hearts of every one.In his spiritual field he spent
a great deal of time and energy with The Vivekananda Society Colombo.So much
so that he functioned as its President for a continuous period of ten years. He was
an ardent follower of Bhagavan Shiridi Baba of Shiridi, and Bhagavan Sri Sathya
sai Baba of Puttaparthi. He filled his life with their teachings, this turned the
pattern of his life with LOVE in Thought, Word , and Action. He used to quote their
teachings for attainment of peace, development of Character of each individual is
very important and this type of approach made him a unique personality.

On one occasion Suren accepted an invitation to be the Chief Guest of Bhagavan
Sri Sathya Sai Seva Samithy Colombo at HIS Birthday celebrations at Ramakrishna
Mission Hall. Unfortunately, a few days prior to the 23rd of November the day of
the function he was hospitalized.He was determined to attend the celebrations
he prepared his speech while in hospital, he obtained permission from the
compassionate doctor who was taking care of him, attended the function delivered
a forty five minutes oration in “Queen’s English” and got back to the hospital to
continue his treatment.Looking at him at the podium no one ever mentioned that
he was under treatment. He looked like an ever shining “ Star”. This depicts his
unshakeable Faith, Surrender, and Dedication to Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba and

the Sai Organization.
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Members of is family also were guided by the teachings of Bhagavan Baba. His
wife Renuka ,.nd children participated in all activities of the Sai Organization.His
daughter Pavithra was a member of the Bal Vikas, Young Adults, graduating as a
youth wing member and participating in all cultural programs. His son proceeded
overseas to pursue his higher studies.

suren was the Son-In- Law of the Late V Murugesu a Senior Attorney-At-Law.who
founded the law firm Murugesu and Neelakandan five decades ago. He was lso
founder member of Sri Aurobindo Centre Sri Lanka.

A huge wave in the mighty ocean which has reached the shores and gone back into
the ocean, the ocean of SATCHITHANANDA SATH- CHITH AND ANANDA. What we
have lost is the physical body of Suren. Not his ATMA.In keeping with his pattern
of life which is full of LOVE, let us mould our lives into one filled with LOVE, the
only path we can show our respect to the UNIQUE PERSONALITY of Suren.

We sincerely pray and wish Suren “GOD-SPEED” towards Almighty Lord’s LOTUS
FEET
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Reflections
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Mala Sabaratnam
Baba Devotee and Friend

The wise say that “life is a curve, not a straight line.”

In this short sojourn we meet, greet, cross and pass so many - who often leave us
unimpacted.

| knew Mr. Surendran P.C to be an eminent legal luminary who was much sought
after by clients, held in high regard both by his colleagues and members of the
judiciary. They appreciated the deep sense of duty he displayed, which was lavishly
mixed with spiritual and ethical practices.

He was a devout follower of Sri Sathya Sai Baba and he endeavoured to live by
Baba’s teachings. The thought in the mind, the word on the tongue, the deeds by
the hands were all made in to one, by him - as taught by Baba.

suren harmonized well with his family, friends, colleagues and associates. Lord Sri
Krishna says in the Bhagavad Gita “he is a true devotee , he by whom the world is
not agitated and who is not agitated by the world ” - this reflected in his actions.

The untimely loss of such a person is hard to be borne by those, who were enriched
by his association. The perennial question re sounds, why? why does it happen?

Once a seeker asked Gurudev Swami Chinmayanada “how do you explain when
a very good person dies tragically at an inopportune time?”

swamiji looked at him thoughtfully and replied with another question -
“inopportune for whom ? ”

Om Shanthi ! Shanthi ! Shanthi!
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Spiritual Endeavours

Parthasarathi temple (Aug. 2015) Sriranga Pattinam-
received Baba’s Amirtham (Aug 2015)
7S BT y .

An encounter with Samy who gave Sai Satcharitham at Patmparthf (1989)
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Opening of Sri Aurobindo Centre (Feb. 2000)

&=

. & AW
At Shirdi Sai Temple - Shirdi (Aug. 2001)
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with Swami Atmaghanananda Cat Mylapore Shiridi Temple

At Nallur Kandasamy kovil - Jaffna (Aug. 2013)
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Homam arranged by Aiyah before Suren’s wedding (1984)

,,§

pr

Hom arrnged by Aiyah for Pavithra's 2nd Birthday (1991)
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Oratory Moments...
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Face to Face with Bhagavar



Speeches delivered Ey My. Surendran....

On the occasion of
Bhagavan Sathya Sai Baba’s
83rd Birthday Celebration

at Ramakrishna Hall on 23.11.2008

Sathyam Dharmam Sai
Shanthi Premai Sai
Saranam Saranam Sai
Shashtanga Saranam Sai

My humble Pranams at the Lotus feet of Bhagavan Baba, Mr. Chairman, the
members of the Sathya Sai Seva Samithi, Distinguished guests and brothers sisters
of the Sai Fraternity,

Today when | heard Swamy's mellifluous voice, singing, bajans and chanting
slogans. | was able to walk down memory lane, taking me back 40 years ago. In
1967, when my father took me for Dharshan of Swamy it had a lasting impact on
my personality and even today when | hear those old Bajan songs like Ayodhyavasi
Ram and Patachitha chora my mind travels back to those years, which I must say
are the formative years of ones life.

Today we have gathered here to celebrate the 83" B’day of Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai
Baba, on the 23 of November 1926, as you all know the formless, the limitless,
the atributeless took upon itself the human form for the sake of humanity and the
birth that took place in Puttaparthy was able to catch the hearts and souls of great
seers and saints. The Great Maha Yorgi Sri Aurobindo, on the 24®" of November
1926, proclaimed to the world, Krishna has descended upon earth. Sri Aurobindo,
who had been continuing with his tapas to bring down Divine force on planet
earth, thereafter declared that day as a Sidhi day. Even today that is observed in the
Aurobindo Ashram at Ponchicherry.

It was 1918 that Shiridi Sai, that is Swamy’s previous Avatar, declared that I will
be back in 8 years as a boy and to fulfill that promise Swamy came and started

his Avatharic mission. How Swamy was able to spread his message to all parts of
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the country and thereafter to the world at large is part of history and needs no
repetition.

| must say that in Swamy’s advent we find a unique difference when compared to
the Avatars of early years. This kali yuga, has taken and shaken the very roots of
humanity. Man knows the price of everything, value of nothing, when there are
guided missiles and misguided men, Swamy has chosen to spread His message
with a volcanic force. Today when you go to a Sai centre, the vibration that you
feel there is not akin to whatever you feel in many other spiritual organizations,
because here is a living proof of Divinity, which has touched the hearts and souls
of millions of Devotees all over the world, from all walks of life, all Faiths and all
with full dedication to Swamy’s teachings.

on the 23 of may 1940 when young Sathya declared that | am Sai Baba and he
was asked for proof, he showed by throwing some jasmine flowers which formed
the Thelugu saint Sai Baba. Thereafter, on the 20" of October 1940, Swamy started
the second phase of His avataric mission. He started with a chant Manasa Bajare
Guru Charanam, and what he started on that day was only confined to a very few
village urchins, but today His Bajan’s are being sung all over the world. How did
it happen? People who heard about Swamy mainly came to scoff, but those who
came to scoff remained to pray, and those who prayed remained to listen to Him,
and those who listened started following His path. This gradual step of converting
a human beings life style is something unique in Swamy’s Avatar. In the recorded
history of mankind very few avatars, if any, have done such a tremendous soul
stirring, life searching change and brought about a transformation in the human
heart.

Swamy says --
“Education is not for living but for a life”, Swamy echoes the words of
Swamy Vivekananda who at the New York Ethnic Society 100 years ago,
declared that (Tell your children) “Religion is not a negative nothing but it
is a positive something”.

Swamy has put that into practice today. The educational, the Educare the EHV
programme and all other service activities, we are doing on in all parts of this
country, in all parts of the world, that is the only way you can test whether Swamy’s
mission has been fulfilled. Of course Swamy doesn’t want anything back from us.
All what he wants is love, and service towards humanity.

We have seen in the past that, many have advanced, progressed spiritually. Their
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extension was on the vertical level, but Swamy, has come and made us expand this
love on a horizontal level to our fellow human beings. This is something which
really makes the Sai wonder work. Swamy operates in many dimensions. One
dimension is cosmic. He can avert natural disasters. There are recorded instances
of His averting calamities, so, Swamy acts in a universal level, where Swamy is able
to be a universal master preaching the teaching of all religions.

Then you get Swamy acting on the personal level, the individual level. You ask
every one, or each member of this audience, they will have something to say, how
Swamy’s life has touched them, how Swamy has come into their lives and Swamy
gives guidance not merely by giving upadesh. There are so many dimensions in
which Swamy gives His guidance to his devotees.

I know of one incident where | was following the summer course in 1979 and
there was a young boy who had come from a part of India and he was telling us
one afternoon, | have come to Swamy to ask His permission to go to Rishikesh
and do tapas, We tried to tell him well you have family commitments, all can’t
go to Rishikesh, life is something that is not felt only in Rishikesh, but he would
not listen to us. That evening when Swamy was giving His discourse Swamy tells,
almost out of the blue, “some people think that if they go to Rishikesh they can
renounce the world”, then he says “well, even if you go to Rishikesh, even if you
have a spark of your selflove left in you, you will not be able to attain the Nirvisapda
samathi which you are seeking”. After the discourse was over that boy came to us
and said well, Swamy has given me the reply, and | need not go to Rishikesh. In this
multivarious ways Swamy sometimes comes in His full manifest form.

Not only in his form, he comes sometimes as Shiridi Sai- | know once when | was
studying in a western country my university batch mate was a follower of Islam
from a foreign country. He, one night had a dream vision and that morning he
told me “yesterday that Swamy, the old Swamy you have kept there in your shrine,
walked out of His picture and came and stood by my side and told me “you follow
your religion 1 will always be by your side”. He asked me what is the significance
of this Swamy coming to me, ”I am not a hindu. | am not a follower, but How
did it happen”? Then | told him (I remembered) that today is Ramazan day and
he had forgotten and in fact when he remembered he immediately went for his
prayers and when he came back lo! and behold he had got another scholarship
to go for higher studies, a letter had come that morning. This affirms the faith
of that young man in his own religion. So, Swamy when he says “There is only
one Religion the Religion of love” he means it. Whatever religion you belong to,
whatever part of the world you come from, you are not alien to Swamy. “from

the time we were in school, we have studied of the omnipotent, omnipresent and
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omniscient presence,” why they say God is all powerful. Swamy is omnipotent,
omnipresent and omniscient but in Swamys case, it is manifest in day to day life.
When people go to Swamy he only shows certain glimpses of his personality, and
it is for them to follow Swamy’s path and to realize the truth in this way.

At this stage | must tell you an interesting incident that took place, when | was
their at Swamy’s 65" Birthday, | was going around Puttaparthi looking for Sai
Satcharitham, a story of Shiridi Sai Baba written by Hemadpant and | couldn’t
get that book. | had walked in and out of many of the bookstalls, (there were not
many book stalls at that time) and just two days before Swamy’s Birthday, an old
sadhu dressed like Shiridi Sai Baba with a turban, standing outside a tea boutique,
with a book in His hand, | looked at that book, it said Sai Satcharitham, | could not
believe my eyes. | went near that Swamy and asked Him, whether this book is for
sale. | asked Him “how much?” He said the price is printed inside, you can give
me that price.

Then | bought the book and took a photograph with him and a few other devotees.
We do not know how he came, and he told that he was going to Shiridi the next
day. In this way Swamy is somehow inexplicably interwoven with the lives of many
devotees. One cannot measure the depth of the ocean like an ant trying to measure
the depth of the ocean. But, one can only say, if you understand, one unique facet
of Swamys life is the love that transcends all other consideration If you translate
that love into service, then you are always there with Swamy and Swamy is always
there with you.

| must conclude my brief address with an interesting episode that took place to a
devotee. He was praying inside the Prasanthi Mandir seeking Swamy’s interview,
when Swamy used to come and sit there for Bajan’s and Dharshana, this devotee
used to seek, of course mentally praying for an interview. One night Swamy came
in the dream of this devotee and said interview is for athyathmic purposes meaning
it is not for any mundane or materialistic purposes. Within a week when he got the
interview and he walked into Swamy’s chambers, Swamy turned to him and said
“any athyathmic questions?” It is something which one has to experience, because
Swamy’s grace is inexplicable. It is difficult to say in a few words, what Swamy
means for this world. Today when the whole world is gripped in a vortex of cruelty,
hatred and jealousy we have only the light of hope that is Swamy. Today, where
Swamy walks is Hallowed ground, where Swamy sits is a shrine and it is up to us
devotees to make it a reality for years to come, so that Swamy’s avatharic mission
will expand and expand and encompass the whole of Humanity.
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Swamy says:

Sathya is my Prachar
Dharma is my Archar
Shanthi is my Swabha
Prema is my Swaroopa

You follow one of these and you are mine and | am yours. With those words of
Swamy let me conclude this brief, sharing of thoughts which | am so grateful
for the Sri Sathya Sai Seva Samithi for giving me this opportunity on this most
auspicious and holy day.
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Speeches delivered by Mr. Surendran....

On the occasion of
Sir Ramanathan’s Memorial
at Old Parliament

Political career

Ramanathan was nominated as an unofficial Member of the Legislative Council of
Ceylon from 1879 to 1892 representing the Tamil-speaking people. He positioned
himself as a representative of all communities in the island. Around 1890,
Ramanathan had several conferences with the American Theosophist Col. Henry
Steel Olcott about the feasibility of founding a Hindu-Buddhist College for the
benefit of the Sinhalese Buddhists and Tamil Hindus. ® He was then appointed by
the Governor of Ceylon as Solicitor-General in 1892 and functioned as such until
1906, and acted as Attorney-General on several occasions during this period.

Ramanathan was steeped in Hindu and Christian mysticism, and became active
in the revival of Buddhism in Ceylon. He was closely associated with Col. Henry
Olcott, the co-founder of the Theosophical Society, in promoting Buddhist education
in schools. He was also responsible for the Government declaring Vesak a public
holiday.

Ramanathan was nominated by the Government (along with JWC de Soysa) to
represent Ceylon as a delegate to the Diamond Jubilee celebrations of Her late
Majesty Queen Victoria IN 1897 at London. He was described by Lord Salisbury as
the most accomplished speaker in the British Empire and Queen Victoria awarded
him a gold medal on the occasion.

Ramanathan was elected representing the educated Ceylonese to the Legislative
Council of Ceylon by a sweeping majority in 1911.? it was an historic event, as he
was the very first candidate to be elected to the Legislature of the country by an
all-Ceylon electorate, prior to the introduction of universal franchise in 1931. He
was re-elected to this seat in the Legislative Council in 1916 and held it until 1921.

He was the founder of Uduvil Ramanathan Girls College and Parameshwara College
of Jaffna which later became the University of Jaffna.®
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Riots of 1915

During the widespread and prolonged Sinhalese-Muslim Riots of 1915 (from
May 28-June 5, 1915) the British Governor came down with a heavy hand on
the Sinhalese community. The Governor declared Martial Law (June 2-August
30, 1915) and ordered the Police and the Army to arrest and imprison several
prominent Sinhalese leaders. Among those imprisoned were D.S. Senanayake,
D.R. Wijewardena, Dr. Cassius Pereira, E.T. De Silva, F.R. Dias Bandaranaike, H.
Amarasuriya, A.H. Molamure and several others. It was reported that other leaders
were shot without trial. On the request of Anagarika Dharmapala, Ramanathan
came to the rescue of the Sinhalese community.

He and Sir James Peiris led the campaign for a Royal Commission of Inquiry (for
the vindication of the reputations of those who had been falsely accused). He
travelled to England under great threat to his own life (as World War | was on) and
argued the case of the imprisoned Sinhalese. So articulate were his arguments that
he succeeded in having the governor transferred and the head of Military recalled
from Ceylon. He eventually managed to get all the leaders released from prison.
When he came back to Ceylon victoriously, there were thousands to welcome him.,
Sir John Kotalawala and A.C. Seneviratne, a prominent businessman, said that the
Sinhalese owe Sir Ponnambalam a debt that could never be repaid. They insisted
that his horse carriage be drawn by Sinhalese. Sir Ponnambalam was driven
through the streets of Colombo to his residence at Ward Place and some of the
top families, of Sinhalese aristocracy, had no qualms about drawing his carriage
through the streets of Colombo virtually carrying him on their backs. Sinhala
leaders took turns to pull the carriage.

D.S. Senanayake, the first Sri Lankan prime minister, called Ramanathan ‘the
greatest Ceylonese of all times’, while Sir Baron Jayatilaka, the Head of the Cabinet
in the State Council, referred to him as ‘the greatest man Ceylon has produced
during the past 50 years.” 9

Family

Ponnambalam Ramanathan married Miss Sellachchi Ammal, daughter of Mudliyar
E.Nannithamby of Manipay. Later, when his first wife died, he was remarried to
Leelawathy Ramanathan, nee R.L. Harrison in 1906. ® He was considered a very
stubborn man of western ideals, and this identity was changed by Mr. llakanam
Ramaswami Pillai, the Tamil teacher for the Tanjavur Raja, whom he considered
his guru. After his meeting with Mr. Ramaswami Pillai he gaveup liquor, smoking
and became a vegetarian. He became a Spiritual man and wrote great books on
Hinduism, some translated by his wife Mrs. Leelawathy Ramanathan). In return for
Mr. Ramaswami Pillai’s help, he decided to take his great grand son Mr. S Nateson
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to Ceylon, and gave him a job as a teacher in Parameswara College, Jaffna which
was founded by him. (Mr. S. Natesan was a Lawyer by profession, but followed Mr.
Ponnambalam Ramanathan to become a political leader in Ceylon). He also got
his only daughter (Through Leelawathy Ramanathan) Sivagamisundhari married to
him. His direct descendants end with Sivagamisundhari. Because Mr. S. Natesan
and Sivagamisundhari did not have any children, they adopted Mr. S.Natesan’s

niece Devi (Padmini).

Through the Theosophical Society Ponnambalam Ramanathan had met Florence
Farr, who was greatly impressed by his plans for the education of young women in
his native country, and she committed herself to helping him when he was ready.

In 1912, Farr learned that Ramanathan had established his Uduvil Ramanathan
Girls College, and at the age of fifty-two, she sold all her possessions and moved to
Ceylon, returning to her first vocation, that of a teacher. Farr was appointed Lady
Principal by Ramanathan and the administration of the school was turned over to
her. Certainly the organizational skills she learned as the Praemonstratrix of the
Golden Dawn served Farr in her new position, and due to her tolerance and respect
for the Tamil traditions, the school thrived under her administration.

Then in 1916, a lump in her breast was diagnosed as cancer, and she underwent
a mastectomy. But the cancer had spread, and Florence Farr died a few months
later at the age of 56 in a hospital in Colombo, in April 1917. In accordance with
her wishes, her body was cremated and the ashes scattered by Ramanathan in the
sacred Kalyaani River. ¥

Current Chief Minister of Northern Province, Sri Lanka, C.V. Vigneswaran’s
grandfather was a cousin of P. Ramanathan and P. Arunachalam.®

Selected writings

Ramanathan availed himself of this period of service as a senior Law Officer of
the Crown to introspect and produce very illuminating writings on Christian and
Hindu spiritual themes.

An Eastern Exposition of the Gospel of Jesus According to St. Matthes (1898)
An Eastern Exposition of the Gospel of Jesus According to St. John (1902)
The Culture of the Soul Among Western Nationals (1907)

The Spirit of the East Contrasted with the Spirit of the West (1905)

On Faith or Love of God (1897)

Tamil translation of Bhagavat Gheetha (1914)

Tirukkural (1919)

Shri Ramanatha Dharmasastra (lesson)

s Ko i e ol o
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Speeches delivered by Mr. Surendran....

on the occasion of Swamy Vivekananda’s
147" Birth Anniversary
at Vivekananda Society, Colombo
on 12.01.2012

More than anything else, it was human misery that shook him to depth, the misery
of India’s mute masses. But what could he do to alleviate the burden crushing
India’s millions? Social indifference was supreme in the land. And, inevitably, his
thoughts began to burn to the West, to the dawning civilization that had been
largely responsible for awakening all those thoughts in him.

His thundering success in Chicago electrified the entire western world and brought
India, so to speak, into the consciousness of most thoughtful wesrterners-no
longer the India of the Theosopists, nor the cold, unrepresentative India of the
Brahma samaj, but living, dynamic India that was at last awakening. In the words
of the New York Herald, Vevekananda was “Undoubtedly the greatest figure in
the parliament of religions. After hearing him we feel how foolish it is to send
missionaries to his learned nation.”

The news of vivekananda’s triumph in Europe and America electrified India. His
great success was taken in India as a national triumph, his landing in Colombo
in January, 1897, might have resembled the landing of Gautama Buddha himself,
such was the size of the shouting multitudes, the singing of religious hymns, the
immense processions that greeted him. At last, an Indian had shaken the West and
had been able to convey to the Westerners the idea that it had something to offer
that the West did not possess.

In famous message to India, he sounded the call of awakening, in which he summed
up his world-view with great forcefulness: “Each nation, like each individual, has
one theme in this life, which is its centre, the principal note around which every
other note comes to form the harmony... if any one nation attempts to throw off its
national vitality, the direction which has become its own through the transmission
of centuries, that nation dies ...
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What was enduring in his work, what still endures to this day, is the concrete
materialization of his devotion to service: the Ramakrishna Mission, which was
founded in 1987 to spread the Master’s gospel and to serve in almost all branches
of human endeavor except the political; it was divided into an Indian branch with
its monasteries (matha) and convents for retreats (ashram), and foreign missions
established abroad. To public service was added teaching the Vedanta doctrine.

Thoroughly impressed and silenced, his critics went to work: relief centres for
farmines, orphanages, training centres, clinics, educational institutions sprouted
all over India, caring for all regardless of caste. The most remarkable aspect of
Vivekanada’s fantastic activity was his ability to attract flocks of western disciples
who went to work in India with the greatest self-abnegation.

His influence persisted long after his death and inevitably overflowed into politics.
The greatest leaders of the early twentieth century, whatever their walk of life -
Rabindranath Tagore, the prince of Poets, Aurobindo Ghosh, the greatest mystic-
philosopher; Mahatma Gandhi, who eventually shook the Anglo - Indian Empire
to destruction - all acknowledged their overriding debt to both the Swan and the
Eagle, to Ramakrishna who stirred the heart of India, and to Vivekananda who
awakened its soul.

He preached a virile creed

“The most vivid of the followers (of Ramakrishna) was a proud young
Kshatriya, Narendranath Dutta, Who full of Spencer and Darwin, first
presented himself to Ramakrishna as an atheist unhappy in his atheism,
but scornful of the myths and superstitions with which he identified
religion. Conquered by Ramakrishna’s patient kindness, “Naren” became
the young master’s most ardent disciple; he redefined God as “the totality
of all souls”, and called upon his fellowmen to practice religion not tough
vain asceticism and meditation, but through absolute devotion to men.
“Leave to the next life the reading of the Vedanta, and the practice of
meditation. Let this body which is here be put at the service of others! ....
The highest truth is this: God is present in all beings. They are His multiple
forms. There is no other God to seek. He alone serves God who serves all
other beings!”.

He received a good English education, taking his degree from a mission college in
Calcutta, and distinguishing himself in philosophy. As a student, he came a good
deal under the influence of the Brahma Samaj. He had a fine voice, and wherever
he went was in great request for the singing of Bengali hymns. After taking his

208

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



degree, he began the study of law; but, early in 1882, an Uncle took him to see
Ramakrishna; and the moment became the turning point in his life.

From the first Ramakrishna singled him out as one destined to do great things for
God, and gave him a great deal of attention. On his master’s death he became a
sannyasin, and then spent some six years in retirement in the Himalayas, doubtless
studying and thinking about many things. In 1892 he emerged from his retirement,
and toured all down the western coast of India, going as far south as Trivendrum
(Kanyakumari) when he returned north again and went to Madras. Preparations
were being made at that time for holding the Parliament of Religions in Chicago.
Some friends in Madras proposed that Vivekananda should be sent to the Parliament
to represent Hinduism. Funds were collected, and he travelled to America by way
of Japan, the gathering was held in September, 1893; and Vivekananda made a great
impression, partly by his eloquence, partly by his striking figure and picturesque
dress; but mainly by his new, unheard-of presentation of Hinduism. The following
quotations from American papers show how far those who were most deeply
influenced by the Swami went.

“He is an orator by divine right, and his strong, intelligent face in its
imcturesque setting of yellow and orange was hardly less interesting than
those earnest words, and the rich, rhythmical utterance he gave them.”
“Vivekananda is undoubtedly the greatest figure in the parliament of
religions. After hearing him we feel how foolish it is to send missionaries
to his learned nation.”

He stayed some time in America, lecturing and founding Vedanta societies in
several places.

His mission was spiritual

Vivekananda was profoundly moved by the realization of India’s poverty and the
state of her oppression under the British cololnial rule. And he proposed a revolution.
The spirit of this revolution enormously influenced Gandhi and influences Indian
political to this day. Vivekananda in this sense is a great figure in Indian history,
one of the very greatest historical figures that India has ever produced. But it must
always be noted that Vivekananda’s revolution, Vivekananda’s nationalism, were no
like the kind of revolution, the kind of nationalism, which we associate with other
great leaders, admirable and noble as they may be. Vivekananda was far greater
than that. In fact, when one sees the full range of his mind, one is astounded.
Vevekananda looked towards the west, not simply as a mass of tyrants exploiting
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various parts of Asia, and other undeveloped areas, but as future partners, people
who had very, very much to offer, at the same time, without any false humility, he
faced the west and said, “we have fully as much and more to offer you. We offer
you this great figure such as Ramakrishna. You can offer us medical services, trains-
that run on time, hygience, irrigation, electric light. These are very important, we
want them, and we admire some of your qualities immensely.”

You all know the story that Vivekananda was so fond of, about the lion that was
brought up with a lot of sheep. Now another lion comes out of the forest and the
sheep all run away, and the little lion that had been brought up thinks it’s a sheep
and runs away too, and how the pursuing lion grabs it, takes it over to a pool of
water and says, “Look at yourself, you're a lion”. This is what Vivekananda was
doing to the Indian people.

He saw far, far into the future; his political prophecies are extremely interesting,
and he said repeatedly, that the great force, which would finally have to be reckoned
with was china. He also remarked on visiting Europe for the last time in 1900 that
he smelled war everywhere, which was more than most professional statesmman
did, at that time.

He was not only an appeal to the poor and lowly but also to kings and princes
and mighty rulers of the ear, to grand masters of learning, of finances, of arts and
of science, to leaders of thought and of creeds, to mighty intellects, philosophers
and poets. Vivekananda shook the world of thought in all its higher lines. Great
teachers bowed reverently at his feet, the humble followed reverently to kiss the
hem of his garments; no other single human being was revered more during his
life than Vivekananda.

This monk was of commanding presence and vast learning speaking English like a
Webster. The American protestants, who vastly outnumbered all others, imagined
that they would have an easy task, and commenced proceedings with the greatest
confidence, and with the air of “Just see me wipe you out. “However, what they
had to say was the old commonplace twaddle that had been mouthed over and
over again in every little hamlet from Nova Scotia to California. It interested no
one, and no one noticed it.

When, however, Vivekananda spoke, they saw that they had a Napoleon to deal
with. His first speech was no less than a revelation. Every word was eagerly taken
down by the reporters, and telegraphed all over the country, when it appeared
in thousands of papers. Vivekananda became the lion of the day. He soon had
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an immense following. No hall could hold the people who flocked to hear him
lecture. They had been sending silly girls and half educated simpletons of men,
and millions of dollars, to Asia for years to convert the poor benighted heathen and
save his alleged soul; and here was a specimen of the unsaved who knew more of
philosophy and religion than all the persons and missionaries in the whole country.
Religion was presented in an agreeable light for the first time to them. There was
more in it than they had ever dreamed; argument was impossible. He played with
the persons as a calf plays with a mouse. They were in a state of consternation.
What could they do? What did they do? What they always do - they denounced
him as an agent of the devil. But the deed was done; he had sown the seed, and
the Americans commenced to think. They said to themselves: “Shall we waste our
money in sending missionaries who know nothing of religion, as compared with
this man, to touch such men as he? No!” And the missionary income fell off more
than a million dollars a year in consequence.

When this quite unknown young man of thirty appeared in Chicago at the inaugural
meeting of the parliament of Religions, opened in September 1893, by cardinal
Gibbons, all his fellow-members were forgotten in his commanding presence. His
strength and beauty, the grace and dignity of his bearing, the dark light of his eyes,
his imposing appearance, and from the moment he began to speak, the splendid
music of his rich deep voice enthralled the vast audience of American Anglo-Saxons,
previously prejudiced against him on account of his colour. The thought of this
warrior prophet of India left a deep mark upon the United states.

But the flame of that pyre is still alight today, from his ashes, like those of the
phoenix of old, has sprung anew his conscience of India the magic bird-faith in her
unity and in the Great Message, brooded over from Vedic times by the dreaming
spirit of his ancient race - the message for which it must render account to the
rest of mankind.

India’s spiritual ambassador to the west

I owe so much gratitude to India and indirectly to India’s spiritual Ambassador to
the West, Swami Vivekanada. | have never met him but | have been grateful to
him.

There is indeed a need for a broader outlook on religion and for a wider recognition
of the fact that all the great world faiths rest on the same, or on very similar, basic
truths. All that really differs is the mode of expression of these truths. | am an
enthusiastic advocate of a close collaboration between the great world faiths. | do
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feel that the time has come for us all to think in terms of world unity. The speed
of modern travel and intercommunication has converted the world into a single
whole. Yet we still continue to think of it in old terms of East and West.

A bright pearl of the Orient sea
Brother swami Vivekananda,

Bright pearl of the orient sea,

Came here with his soul all illumined
By Light, Love, and Liberty.

He came here with greetings fraternal
From the mystical East to our West;
And from those wise Vedas inspired
He taught us the purest and best

He brought us a message most gracious
From the long past ages of time;

He came as the Priest and the Prophet
Enthused with a faith all sublime.

Right soon to our hearts he found entrance,
So lovable, so gentle was he, -

And as teacher or friend was so winning,
None could other than love be.

He proclaimed ancient truths with wisdom,
And his eloquence quickly did win

Many earnest and faithful disputes,

Whom he taught of their God-powers within

God bless our dear brother swami,

May his path grow ever more bright;
And when his earthly journey is finished
He be clothed in God’s garments of light.

- DR. JOHN C. WYMAN
Brooklyn, New York
23" June, 1899
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He preached a universal religion.

Swami Vivekananda was a bride between the East and the West. He was a great
and illustrious son of India, but he was as well-known in the West as he was known
in India. He realized that there was much that the East could take from the West,
and much that the West could take from the East. He appreciated the material
and scientific progress the west had made, he realized the sense of equality which
was there in the West, he also admired the democratic institutions of the West,
but so far as his own country and the East was concerned, he knew we followed
the things of spirit. He felt that both parts of the world had much to contribute
to each other, and that contribution would lead in the long run to bringing about
a world which would work for peace and happiness.

The Spiritual path - finder

Men who lead their fellow beings in any sphere of life are rare and those that lead
the leaders are rarer still. These super guides come not very often upon this earth
to uplift the sinking section of Humanity. Swami Vivekananda was one of these
supper souls. Well, may the land of Bharat feel ennobled by the memory of such
great one having sprung on its soil to serve humanity at large, to be the spiritual
path-finder of many a suffering soul, and to shine in the spiritual firmament with
the luster of the glory of vedic civilization enlightening the world. 1t was he who
could set the septic mind of the West at rest in the spiritual era Ambassadors
of spiritual mission had risen before him in the east, but none could speak to
the west as he did with that voice of conviction, keeping audience spell bound
and enthralled. The worthy disciple of the worthy master rose to the pinnacle of
spiritual eminence, preaching the gospel of the innate oneness of the human race,
and preaching universal love and the affinity of all human souls.

VIVEKA SUTRAS

Inspiring Aphorisms of Vivekananda

Arisel Awakel and stop not still the goal is reached
Bless men when they revile you

Conquer yourself and the whole universe is yours

Do not merely endure, but be unattached

Eat to him, drink to Him, sleep to Him, Seed Him in all
First get rid of the delusion, | am the body’

Give everything, and look for no return
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Homogeneity, sameness is God

Incarnations like Jesus, Buddha, Ramakrishna, can give religion
Gnana yoga tells man that he is essentially divine

Knowledge exists, man only discovers it,

Look at the Ocean, and not at the wave

Man as the Atman is really free, as man he is bound

Never turn back to see the result of what you have done

Out of purity and silence comes the word of power

Perception is our only real knowledge or religion

Quarrels in religion are always over the husks

Religion without philosophy runs into superstition

See no difference between man and angel

The more our bliss is within, the more spiritual we are
Unchaste imagination is as bad as unchaste action

Vedas cannot show you Brahman, you are that already

We are human coverings over the Divine

Xian you will be when you see Christ. Look only for realization
You are good, but be better

Zeal with faith (Shraddha): Have this, and everything else is bound to follow.

Be Aryan conspiracy

1866 Apr. 10 : A secret meeting was held in the Royal Asiatic Society, London, when
a conspiracy was hatched to induct the theory of Aryan invasion of India, so that
no Indian may say that the English are foreigners. “India was ruled all along by
outsiders and so the country must remain a slave under the Christian benign rule.”
(The British wanted to justify their rule in India. To that end they tried to show all
people here as outsiders)

A clever clergyman Edward Thomas spelled the theory with lord strangford in the
chair. Slowly and slowly it was suggested that the so-called aborigines, Dravidians,
Aryans, Hunas, Sakas, Rajaputas and the Muslims came at different epochs and
ruled the country. Thus it was suggested that the country had been ruled by the
foreign invaders and so there is nothing wrong if the Britishers are ruling the
country. And, therefore, Indians had no right to demand independence.” (Dr. D.S.
Triveda, professor, Prakrit Research Institute, Vaisali, Bihar).

Swami Vivekananda was the first to challenge the theory of Aryan invasion of India.
He said : “That is all nonsense.”
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“In what veda, in what sukta, do you find that the Aryans came into India
from a foreign country? Where do you get the idea that they slaughtered
the wild aborigines? What do you gain by talking such nonsense? Vain has

been your study of the Rmayana; why manufacture a big fine story out of
it?.”

“Well, what is he Ramayana? The conquest of the savage aborigines of
southern India by the Aryans! Indeed! Ramachandra is a civilized Aryan
king, and with whom is he fighting? With kind Ravana of Lanka. Just read
the Ramayana, and you will find that Ravana was rather more and not less
civilized than Ramachandra. The civilization of Lanka was rather higher
and surely not lower, than that of Ayodhya.”

“And then, when were these Vanaras (monkeys) and other southern Indian
conquered? They were all, on other hand Ramachandra’s friends and allies.
Say which kingdom of Vali and Guhaka were annexed by Ramachandra?”.

“And may | ask you, Europeans, what country you have ever raised to better
conditions? Wherever you have found weaker races, you have exterminated
them by the roots, at it were. You have settled on their lands and they are
gone for ever. What is the history of your America, your Australia, and New
Zealand, your Pacific islands and South Africa? Where are those aboriginal
races today? There are all exterminated, you have killed them outright, as
if they were wild beasts. It is only where you have not the power to do so,
and there only, that other nations are still alive.”

“The object of the people of Europe is to exterminate all in order to live
themselves. The aim of the Aryans is to raise all up to their own level, may,
even to a higher level than themselves. The means of European civilization
is the sword; of the Aryans, the division into different Varnas. This system
of division into different Varnas is the stepping stone to civilization, making
one rise higher in proportion to one’s learning and culture. In Europe, it is
everywhere victory to the strong, and death to the weak. In the land of
Bharatha, every social rule is for the protection of the weak.”
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Speeches delivered by Mr. Surendran....

on the occasion of Swamy Vivekananda’s
152" Birth Anniversary
at Vivekananda Society, Colombo
on 02.02.2015

Mrs. Isha Srivatsava, Secretary of the Indian High Commission, Revered Swamiji
(Shri Rishi Thondunadhan), Mr. Neelakandan President of the All Ceylon Hindu
Congress. Mr. Ramiah Principal of the Vivekananda College and all the distinguished
guests including our former President, President’s Counsel Mr. Sivarasa, our former
Joint Secretary who worked very hard to make the exam an Island wide success &
Mr. Kandasamy.

| take this opportunity to extend my warm welcome to all of you, May I tell you we
all know that the Vivekananda Society, is the only Society that was formed in the
name of Swamy Vivekananda within ten days of His Maha Samathi - we have tread
112 years, we have celebrated Swamy’s Birth anniversary year after year. What is
the magic? What is the reason? What is it so special about Swamy Vivekananda!
after all we all know, Mother Bharath (From which Srimadhi Srivatsava is one of
the proudest products) has had many number of Divine personalities and avatars
like Sri Rama, Sri Krishna, Lord Buddha, Adi Shankara, Ramanuja Bagdhachariya,
Thirugnanasambanthar, Thirunavukarasar, Gnaneshwar, Yugdheshwar, Eknath,
Thurkaram, a line unbroken upto Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, Sri Aurobindo,
Sri Ramana Mabharishi, Sri Shiridi Sai Baba & Sri Sathya Sai Baba. But there is to this
long line, this long chain of unbroken saints, Swamy Vivekananda with a quality of
difference, with the difference in his quality of his approach.

He did not confine himself to any Ashram or any Hermitage, he did not spring
a cocoon of rituals of Religions Practices around him. He ventured over to the
people, he went in search of masses, he was the Swamy for the vast. He wanted
to wipe every tear that was shed by every countryman in Mother Bharath. He
ventured out to the world, he walked the length and breadth of India for 3 long
years from Varanasi to Kanyakumari. He was in that period where the people were
hungry for foods, the people were clamouring for clothes and felt that all should

have a comfortable life, that was the difference that Swamy Vivekananda made.
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Even when he went to the west he did not study philosophy or religion, he went
to their faculty, he visited all the industries, he visited the hospitals and he asked
thousand questions. One lady who was there in one of the hospitals in Chicago
says he asked thousand questions as to how technology had made the west more
advanced, and he wanted to give it to the people in India, that is the difference.

He told the west, don’t give us loaves and loaves of bread teach us the way to make
the bread, then we will look after ourselves. We do not want any religion from
there, we only want the technology. He made it very clear.

In fact his message inspired a number of leaders both in India and other parts
of the world. Even recently you would have watched in the T.V. when President
Barak Obama visited India, in his speech he quoted Mahatma Gandhi and Swamy
Vivekananda, as the most impressive personalities who have had an indelible
impression in his life.

Mahathma Gandhi says, after reading Swamy Vivekananda’s works, my love for
India has grown thousand times, has grown thousand folds. Sri Aurobindo says
Swamy Vivekananda was a lion among men. Now, these words are very potent
words. Bharath Netha, Nethaji Subash Chandra Bose, Jawaharlal Nehru, one after
the other, for all of them Vivekananda was a standing inspiration.

In addition to that, even when he went to the west he met the best of scientists,
he met the best of philosophers, he met Prof. Maxmuller, he met Ralf Immerson
and he also met that incorrigible atheist and atrocite and was able to convince
him. Here, I can tell you an interesting story, when he met George Rock Miller, the
richest man in the world, met Swamy Vivekananda he gave a signed blank cheque
and asked him to take whatever he wanted. Swamy gave it back to Rock Miller and
said do charity in the name of a foundation. Today it is one of the most charitable
organizations in the U.S.A. (The Rock Miller Foundation)

In that way he has inspired many a men also in Sri Lanka. When he came to Sri
Lanka, he was staying just at a place 10 minutes walk from this place. | have got
a nice photograph of Swamiji addressing in Colombo, which I brought to present
to Mrs. Srivatsava after the proceedings are over. This shows Swamiji’s visit in
Colombo. He went to Kandy, He went to Anuradhapura and he went to Jaffna
where he was accosted with a rousing welcome. There were thousands and
thousands of people, festoons and festivities all along. They were all welcoming
Swamy Vivekananda and ultimately when he reached Jaffna Hindu College the
pinnacle of Education, you could see people waiting there till 10.00 O’clock in the
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night. Swamy YogaSwamygal said that he was like a lion cub, he said Swamy was
walking to and from the stage like a lion cub and spoke to the audience. And this
is the inspiration that made us and our forefathers to start this Society.

The Society which started 12 years back had very distinguished personalities.
Mahathma Gandhi was present at this same place addressing an audience and
the members of the Vivekananda Society in 1927. Sri Jawaharlal Nehru, Srimathi
Vijeyalakshmi Pandit (President of the UNO at that time) and also Rajaji the first
Governor of India, all of them have come and addressed a large gathering, in this
Society. So this organization has a long and cherished relationship with Mother
Bharat and we venture to foster this relationship for years to come and the
presence of Shrimathi Srivatsava here, who is in charge of the cultural affairs, and

information will definitely pave the way for our mutual relationship.

Before concluding | must say that it is very easy, perhaps as Swamy (Shri Rishi
Thondunathan) has aptly put it; It is very easy for us to stand up here and speak
in lofty terms about Swamy Vivekananda and his ideals but, what is required is a
modicum of practice of a minuscule portion of whatever that has been said. If it is
practiced then we would have upheld the ideals of Swamy Vivekananda.

May |, on behalf of the Society, thank our guest of Honour Srimathi Srivatsava, Mr.
Kandiah Neelakandan and respected Swamiji (Sri Rishi Thondunathan) who gave his
blessings and Mr. Ramiah Principal of Vivekananda College, and say that | implore
you, | call upon the youngsters to participate more and more in the activities of the
Society, so that we can carry forward the ideals of Swamy Vivekananda.

Thank you.
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“There is only one Religion — the Religion of Love;
There is only one caste — the caste of Humanity;
There is or. 'y one Language — the Language of the Heart;
There is oy one God — He is Omnipresent”
- Sathya Sai Baba

“The purpose of Spiritual Education or Brahma Vidya is
to enable man to have a Vision of the Divine in Society.
When man combines this Vision with Tapas, he merges
with God. The Vision of Divinity and merging with
Divinity, are like two poles; one positive the other negative.
The positive and negative will join together and take you to

a position where you will become Divine”
- Sathya Sai Baba
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