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“Brave one, God is with yo

Sermon delivered by Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan, Bishop in
Installation Service of Mrs. Shiranee Mills as principal of Uduvil Girls Col-
lege, on 18" December, 2004.

Mrs. Shiranee Mills, sisters and brothers in Christ, we are gathered to seek God’s
blessings on Mrs. Shiranee Mills who will be assuming duties as principal of Uduvil
Girls’ College from the first of January 2005.

It is difficult to know what kind of service or ceremony there was 180 years ago
when Mrs. Harriet Winslow, the first principal of Uduvil who started this school,
was installed. No doubt Rev. and Mrs. Spaulding, Dr. & Mrs. Scudder, Dr. &
Mrs. Poor and the other missionaries of that time would have been there. Today
Mrs. Mills is installed as the 8" principal of Uduvil Girls® College. I have selected
a verse from the Book of Judges— Like all the great leaders in the Lord’s vineyard.
Gideon was also reluctant to accept the call for service. God knew all his weak-
nesses, yet God wanted him. God chooses us, not because of what we are but
what we can become by accepting God’s grace. It was Emil Brunner the famous
theologian of the 20" century who said it is a great mystery of God that men do
not become strong until they know their weakness and expect all things from the
vower of God.

Before I give my message to the 8" principal of Uduvil Girls’ College. I wish to
say something about the 7" principal namely Dr. C.V.Selliah. I was not here when
the College accorded a farewell to Dr. Selliah on the 10% of December, 2004.
Dr. Selliah had been principal of Uduvil Girls’ College for 23 years and has been
associated with this institution for 45 years. When she took charge of this College
in 1983, Uduvil was on a low key. There were only 400 students. From 1983
Jaffna changed hands so many times but during this period Uduvil became one of
the best Girls” Schools in Jaftha. Dr. Selliah will go down in history as the principal

" who ran Uduvil most efficiently during the most difficult times. She can look back
} with satisfaction at what she has done for the schoool and the Diocese during

these past 23 years. On behalf of the Diocese and on behalf of my predecessors,
I wish to thank her most sincerely for her services to Uduvil and the Christian
community.

Two years ago Mrs. Shiranee Mills expressed her willingness to come to Jaffna
and take charge of Uduvil. I thought it would be wonderful if Mrs. Mills became
«1€ next principal. She is the type of person whom we would love to have as the
principal of Uduvil. She isan old girl of this school, daughter of a C.S.I. pastor
and a daughter-in-law of another C.S.I. pastor. She holdsa B.A. degree with
English as a subject and M.A. in Women'’s Studies. She is a licentiate of the
Trinity College of Music London.

Mrs. Mills is an excellent orator both in English and in Tamil and a prolific writer.
So we are happy that Mrs. Mills has agreed to be the 8" principal of Uduvil Girls’
College. From today the Mills era begins at Uduvil. Now what shall I tell Mrs.
Mills? You are going to be principal for another 10 or twelve years. Please spell
out to us what your plans are. What you are going to do during your tenure as
principal. Determination on set objectives is what marked out great men and
women. '

We are happy that you have come with a great vision for the students, the teachers,
old girls and the community. You have been sharing your ideas with me during the
past two years.

We are really proud that the new principal holds an M. A in Women’s Studies. In

India Women’s Studies is given much importance. During my visit to India I found
the principals of Lady Doak College, Madurai, Women'’s Christian College —
Madras and Bishop Cotton Women’s Christian College, Bangalore holding a

degree or a certificate in Women'’s Studies. Educationists believe that the heads

of Girls Schools must be qffaliﬁed in women’s studies.

The last American principal, of Uduvil Miss Lulu Bookwalter in one of her speeches
said, “ We have been able to do the little that we have done as we kept to our
motto, ‘ The truth shall make you free’. Knowledge of truth shall make you free.
[ am reminded of a group of girls whom I found in the compound one afternoon.
When [ was walking past them they looked up to me, and I said to them, “What
is it girls? What do you want? “ One of them said, “We want freedom.” [ asked
them, what do you want to do? Another girl replied, “We want to go out of the

afraid to go. They told me that they were quite prepare
“Go.” They went out, walked down the road and came bg a am

front gate, and have a walk all by ourselves. “ I asked hethert re
g : bR

Righteousness Exalteth A Nation. But Sin is a Rgp pach to any people
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~ Subramaniam Kanagam /2200
Memorial Pleasant Cottages

A beautiful elders home with the name Subramaniam Kanagam Memorial
Pleasant Cottages at Inuvil Hospital premises was declared opened by the
Rev. S.N. Sugunananthan a former minister of the Jaffna Diocese of the
Church of South India, on the 29" November 2004. The Bishop dedicated
the building for the glory of God. »

A meeting followed in the main hall of the building presided over Mr. N.A.
Vimalendran the chairman of the Medical Board of the Diocese.

Rev. S.N. Sugunananthan and his brother Bishop S. Jebanesan spoke about
their parents with much love and affection.

Rev. S.N. Sugunananthan handed over a sum of One Million Rupees col-
lected from the members of Subramaniam family to Mrs. Beverly Watson
the Australian Missionary the manager of the home.

125" Anniversary of Moolai Church

Members of the CSI Church in Moolai are making arrangements to celebrate its
125" anniversary which falls on the 23" March 2005.

The renovated Parsonage will be rededicated and declared opened on the 4%
February 2005. The Rev. T.S. Joshua and his family will move into this house on
the first of February 2005. The Rev. S.N. Sugunananthan had made a contri-
bution of Rs. 200,000 for the restoration of the Parsonage.

Home Commg of Jesuthasans

Mr Thevananthan Jesuthasan (Son of the Rev. A.V. Jesuthasan of C.S.I Church
Anaicoddai and Mrs. Jesuthasan) and his bride Dilani were given a reception at
the Parsonage Anaicoddai on Sunday the 26" December. A praise service was
conducted by the Rev. Jude Sudharshan. Bishop Jebanesan gave his greetings to
Thevananth his former student and the bride Dilani.

But what we have endeavored to teach at Uduvil, with the help of the teachers
here, is not alone that freedom which would make it possible for the girls to go out
of the front gate all alone, but it is the freedom of the inner spirit; the freedom of the
mind; that freedom which comes to the mind through a knowledge of truth.”

Uduvil has played am important role in the educational advancement and cultural
development of the girls of Jaffna It is important that girls should study in a girls
school. When they go to mixed schools the boys don’t allow them to lift their
heads. In an election the men see women as their common enemy. Do you think,
the women leaders of the-South Asia, Mrs. Bandaranaike and Mrs. Jeyalalitha
Jeyaram would have become great leaders if they had studied in mixed schools?

Uduvil has produced strong and upright women. Dr. Telfer Mooke when he was
appointed Secretary for the Asia Desk in the common global ministries visited
South Asia and met with the Women’s Fellowships in India and Jaffna. He was
amazed to see the confidence, diction and poise of the women of Jaffna. He
expressed his delight when he spoke about it to Bishop Ambalavanar, he said
“Uduvil made all the difference.” Mrs. Mills your main task should be to make
the girls confident and upright— for that is the mark of Uduvil.

When Mrs. Ariam Paramasamy was principal of Uduvil Girls College, Sir John
Kottelawala, the Prime Minister of Ceylon visited Uduvil. After seeing the smart-

*ness of Uduvil Girls, he said, “In my next birth I would like to be born as an

Uduvil girl.” Mrs. Mills all the old girls from Vancouver to Oak land in New .
Zealand are watching you with hope and expectation. We are confident that you
will take Uduvil to greater heights. There will be pressure for.admission and
appointment from various quarters. Once Mr. K. Pooranampillai told me
“Administration means the ability to say no to your best friend.”

L also wish to share with you a thought given by Dag Hammarskjold in Markings
“When the morning’s freshness has been replaced by the weariness of midday,
when the leg muscles quiver under the strain, the climb seems endless, and
suddenly nothing will go quite as you wish — it is then that you must not hesitate.”

In the words of Tennyson we say to Shiranee Mills—“Even though the path may
be dark as night — courage sister do not stumble, Trust in the Lord and do the

right””

B agHﬂgc%% prayers and the goodwill of the Uduvil community. “Brave
swith you.”
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PASTORAL MESSAGE
TO THE WCC MEMBER CHURCHES
IN SOUTH AND SOUTH EAST ASIA
AND OTHER COUNTRIES AFFECTED BY THE
TSUNAMI

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On behalf of the entire fellowship of the World Council of Churches we send you
sincere condolences and express our sorrow at the loss of more than 125,000
thousand lives n one of the deadliest natural catastrophes that has faced the
people of South East Asia and regions surrounding the Indian Ocean. We are
also aware that the devastating earthquake followed by the tsunami has left more
than five million people homeless who are in dire need of immediate humanitarian
aid as well as psychological and spiritual accompaniment.

With our deepest sympathy we pray and think of those who have lost their loved
ones. We are greatly encouraged by the exemplary efforts of our member
Churches in responding even with meager resources to bandage the wounded
and bond with the sorrowful. In prayer, we yearn to God that we may all over-
come this cosmic anguish together with all peoples of faith in the region. The
WCC together with our partners in ecumenical disaster and emergency manage-

“ment will continue to reach out with the resources available at our disposal to
prevent more human suffering and bring about relief to those in this great afflic-
tion. Please let us know in what other ways you would wish the global ecumeni-
cal community to be in solidarity with you as you try to come to terms with this
unprecedented catastrophe.

During this holy season we have witnessed through liturgy and the sacred narra-
tives of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ that even in the face of so many contra-
dictions in life God is still part of our broken world. The miracle of the incarna-
tion reminds us in the most profound way of the dwelling presence of God that
transforms even probabilities of annihilation into new possibilities of life in history.
And now we must reach out to one another, and not only weep with those in
anguish but also make a new place for.those seeking shelter as we struggle to
find lasting solutions to future tragedies in this world. One lesson to learn from
this tsunami tragedy is the need for the international community and the religious

communities to unite in one spirit and reinvent the capacity for preparedness to -

face such tragedies together. It is also a moment to be re-awakened to our God
given responsibility to care not only for one another but for the health of the
creation as well.

On the eve of the New Year may God’s grace be with you, comfort you, and
give you peace in 2005 and beyond.

Yours in Christ,

H.H. Catholicos Aram I
Moderator

Rev. Dr. Samual Kobia
General Secretary

31¢ December, 2004.

Photograph taken after
the Jaffna College
Board of TRUTEES

Meeting on 23-10-2004
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Matrimony

The Wedding of PETER JEYARAJAH son of Mr. GUNARATNAM
JEYARAJAH and the Late SAROJINI JEYARAJAH of
Vaddukoddai to CHRISTINA daughter of MR. FRANCIS
PHILIPS and MRS. CHRISTALINE PHILIPS of London took
place on Monday the 27th December 2004, at Sacred Heart
Church, Quex Road, London. The wedding service was fol-
lowed by a reception at the VIP Lounges, 47, High Street,
Edgware, London.

CHRIST™AL 004

Loxd,

it is Christmas

and I am wrappecl in a shawl of memories
embroidered with feelings

of excitement

of n]ays gone by

of carols and coloured lights

of greetings and £ami1y reunions
of fellowship and laughter
Bﬂing us with the spirit of Christmas.
But the enchantment

is facling fast,

as I watch a broken world

of bloodshed and violence

of bitterness and hatred

of crime and deceit

spreacling their wings

while hunger and poverty
ignorance and disease

cry out for help,

and powerless l'luma.nity

and disappearing creation

strive to live on tcchnolog’y

for survival.

Lord,

May Your love and forgiveness
grow rmg’ht]ly in our lives

~ making the river of Your Mercy

bear a.long the star slnnnlg’ cradle
of Him who was born at Christmas
to save and redeem us.
O King of Kings,
O Prince of Peace
May Thy kingdom come
with healing power,
to paint this disturbed world
with ribbons of rainbows
to ]ight us our lives
with hope.
SAVITHRI DEVANESEN

OBITUARY

MRS. Thavamany Arulanantham

The death occurred on Friday the Ty anuary of Mrs. Thavamany Arulanantharr
wife of the late Alfred Arulanantham of Navaly. She leaves behind her daughter
Dr. Arulvathany (U.S.A) and her son Thavaranjit. (Lecturer Dept of Botany,
Umversnty of Jaffna)

The funeral was conducted at her residence at Navaly on the following day by
the Rev. A.S. Thevagunananthan assisted by the Rev. A.V. Jesuthasan. The
burial took place at the CSI Church Navaly.

Mrs. D.J. -Selvantha and Ahash Selvantha

We are sorry to record the death of Dilani Jeyaranjini Selvantha the wife of our
worker-in-charge at Periya neelavanai (E.P) and Ahash her infant son which
took place under tragic circumstances on Sunday the 26" December at Periya

Neelavanai in the Ampara District. Dilani and Ahash were carried away by the

Tsunami wave immediately after the Sunday Morning Service. A memorial
service was conducted at her parent’s residence at Kacheri-Nallur Road, Jaffna

.on Wednesday the 5" January 2005.

Mr. Edward Vethaparanam Gnanapragasam

Mr. Edward Vethaparanam Gnanapragasam the brother of the late A.T.
Vethaparanam died on Sunday the 9 January at his residence at Sillalai. He
was the father of the late Perinpanayagam and the late Michael.

Mr. Gnanapragasam was living with his relation at Pandateruppu after aminor
accident on the 9" of January 2004,

The funeral took place on the following day at Sillalai. The Rev. D.S. Solomon
parish minister Vaddukoddai conducted the service and preached the sermon.

Digitized by Nojlahate Revit tioshua gave the tribute. The remains were than removed to
avanadiaidaidemetery for interment. ;
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Mullaitivu .
JDCSI Missionaries Visit Mullaitivu
Thursday, January 13, 2005

'On Friday, January 7%, | went to Mullaitivu with Rev. S. C. Arnold, Beverly and *

Trevor Watson, and Asohan Amarasingham. All of us except Rev. Arnold have
foreign passports and had not expected to be able to go to Mullaitivu, but Rev.
Arnold was able to make special arrangements for us, and with a special handwrit-
ten pass from an LTTE official we were able to go, taking a good many boxes of
medical supplies. One special item in the supplies was tetanus toxoid that had to
be kept frozen-until just before use. We picked it up at a pharmacy in Jaffna Town
at 7:00 a.m., transported it in a cooler with frozen water bottles, and delivered it
frozen at 12:30. The distance we traveled must have been less than 100 miles but
some of the roads are bad and we had to stop at 5 checkpoints and go to an LTTE
office to get the special pass which took close to an hour.

After delivering the medicines and picking up a long list of other medicines and

equipment that are needed we visited one of the ten refugee camps that have been
set up in schools by the TRO, the Tamil Rehabilitation Organization of the LTTE.
There are approximately 1000 people in each camp, or about 200 families. This is
the first phase of the assistance plan and it is almost complete. Only an occasional
dead body is found now. All the refugees have been clothed, are being fed by
communal kitchens, have living space in classrooms, and have access to medical
care. The camp, which was located in Mulaithiru a few kilometers from the
destroyed ghost town of Mullaitivu, gave the appearance of being very well run
and I didn’t find it distressing to walk around and look, and speak to the people
through translation. Everyone had a ready smile in response to our smiles and
sympathetic interest. They found us rather interesting, too!

Counseling is one of the greatest needs now that the basic bodily needs are cared
for. Catholic priests and nuns who have some training are giving themselves over
to the people as counselors and we were able to talk at length with Fr. Anpurasa,
a priest well know to Rev. Arnold. We meet some of the children he is trying to
help. A girl of 10 was hanging onto him and he told us that she has lost both her
parents. He pointed out her two younger siblings. During the first few days after
the tsunami she seemed to interact quite normally with others, but when families
started to leave the camp she began to withdraw and she stopped talking alto-
gether for a while. The Father has been able to get her to talk with him and to trust
him and now she seems quite normal again, though clinging. He showed us pic-
tures the children had drawn of the tsunami and many showed the water as black.

. The details were affecting: bodies without k.~ 1d, heads in the water without bodies,

people in trees and on housetops.

This community will have a very unnatural proportion of men, .women, and children'

because such a large proportion of the deaths were among women and children.
There are many men now without wives to be mothers to their children and they
don’t feel they can take care of the children. Many of the men speak of committing
suicide. One man said that he cursed his ability to swim. Had he not been able to
swim he would have died with the rest of his family and then everything would
have been all right.

The TRO management is making plans for continued and more sintensive
counseling and making provisions for those who need specialized psychiatric care.
Rev. Arnold hopes to make arrangements to send a team of counselors to Mullaitivu
from counseling organizations in Jaffna, mostly headed up by Dr. Daya
Somasundaram. Mr. Noel Vimalendran, Principal of Jaffna College, is a trained
counselor and he will train some of the teachers at Jaffna College so they can go
to affected areas to offer help, as will teachers from Uduvil Girls’ College after
they have the training Mrs. Shiranee Mills is planning to provide with the help of
Dr. Somadunaram’s counseling service.

After spending time with the people of the camp we were taken to meet an official
of TRO who sat down with us and gave us a lot of info
town ~ about 90% fishermen. The others are farmers agd merchapts. O?/&rr
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the farmers -have lost their crops because the ocean water invaded their paddy
fields. We saw fields that were turning yellow because of the salt. Because the
main livelihood is fishing the Phase 2 temporary housing and the Phase 3 permanent
housing will be placed 300 to 500 meters from the sea. Reluctant as some of the
people are to return to the sea, the reality is that that is their life.

Land is being cleared for Phase 2. Each family will get a small tent, two sets of
clothing for each member, and a NFRI package. This is a start-up housekeeping
kit for living independently in the tents. It will contain pots and paits, mats, sheets,
towel, simple tools, and buckets, among other things. Facilities for each of the 13
refugee communities will include 1000 liter water tanks, 1 for each 10 families,
toilets, a medical clinic, a pre-school, a public gathering place with furniture, and a
generator. We were given only a few cost amounts, only these large ones: they
have spent Rs50 million on Phase 1, and when Phase 3-is completed they expect
the cost to be Rs750 million. UNHCR is providing the 1815 tents they need and
ZOA, OXFAM, and a third NGO are providing water and sanitation facilities.

Phase 3 will provide each family with a 400 sq. ft. cement block house. They will
construct roads and schools. Help to get the fishermen back to work will be given
throughout the rehabilitation process but that will be a main goal for Phase 3. They
will be providing three kinds of nets, those for shallow, medium, and deepwater
fishing. There is another very large net that a whole community can share that
costs Rs750, 000. The LTTE will also be providing motors and boats. Small
boats will often be shared by 2 families whereas larger t]'awlers will be operated
by larger cooperatives.

There is an urgent need to get the transit camps out of the schools as the 2005
academic year began January 10. TRO is hoping to have the schools vacated and
ready for their intended purpose in 2 weeks. In these current transit camps there
are 5557 families and 24,557 individuals. Of these 40% are “directly affected”
which means they have lost everything, and 60% are affected by fear. These
latter families will be expected to eventually return to the homes and properties
that they still have. I was impressed, and I think the others were too, by the
efficiency of the TRO’s care of the people, but I don’t know how much input the
peop!e themselves have into what happens to them during this rehabllltatlon process.

Rev. Jude Sutharshan returned on January 7 from a town near Batticaloa where

he had gone on January 3 with15 of the youth from Sathiyapuram. They traveled

in circles in order to reach one devastated church community because they-kept
encountering hndges washed out by the tsunami or roads so deeply flooded from
the recent heavy rain that they couldn’t be torded. Once there they worked for
three days, shoveling dirt in the hot sun or rain to fill in huge chasms and holes
caused by rushing water. I saw his video of an area that once had 200 houses and
not one brick is left. But the church is standing and looks to be in good repair!!

On January 11 the seminarians from Christian Theological Seminary, Rev, T.
Thevanesan, Rev. Benjamin Jeyarajah, and Dr. D. Carr set our on a three week
work assistance program in Mullaitivu and Batticaloa. They are contributing their
labour and compassionate spirit in an effort to help the battered and trauma-
tized people of those communities.

The local community spirit that came to the immediate aid of the tsunami victims is
justifiably getting world acclaim. It may be thanks to this Sri Lankan generos-
ity that the epidemics of disease that were feared have not happendd. We are in
pain for the people who are suffering so much, but we are proud of the way the
people of Sri Lanka came immediately to the assistance of their neighbors.

___ Grace Bunker

Manipay Parish Hall built
at a cost of Rs. 750,000.
This was declared opened
on Sunday 12th December
by our Bishop
Rt. Rev.

Dr. S: Jebanesan.

Tellipallai Church
- Closed on X’mas Day

The Minister and members of Tellipallai Church were greatly disappointed that
they could not conduct the Christmas ser- ice on the 25% December 2004 in their
village church. Even though they obtained permission to go to Tellipallai Church
on Christmas from the se~". ity forces they could not conduct worship inside

cayseit wa: used asast- .e—house for building material and a
concrete bt ks by Unign College authe-ities.



THE MORNING STAR

[ EDITORIAL

POST TSUNAMI:
NEED FOR ANEW PHASE IN MINISTRY

In the early hours of December 26, a sudden surge of a ferocious seismic surge
of tidal wave hit the coastal belt of Southeast Asian region killing thousands,
scarring memories and changing the popular perception of the sea. The initial
quake and the numerous aftershocks released a massive surge of water that
spread from the coast of the Indonesian island of Sumatra and traveling at
more than 500 miles per hour, swept north and westward, gathering momen-
tum as it sped forward. Within the next few hours, it had wreaked havoc in
many countries including ours. It came at a time when everyone was getting
into a mood to celebrate New Year.. The death toll began climbing since Sun-
day morning and the number given by ‘Newsweek’ is 41,000. It should be
more. Millions have been displaced and many thousands are still missing.

It is true that the country as a whole is torn into pieces by this sudden surge. It
is a national disaster. But it has affected the Tamils living in the NorthEast in
a special way. The devastation caused by this unexpected and unprecedented
tidal surge has exacerbated the suffering of a people who have been discriminated

kavppened at a time when people were slowly readjusting themselves from the
recently faced severe floods. The problems faced with and the difficulties

experienced by the Tamils at this critical juncture have nothing to do with any
' person, any people or government. Through this expet ience one is called upon
to see “the suffermg other™ and the Tamil people are in full selidarity with the
Sinhala and Muslim brothers and sisters affected by *hz f:.¢4amu.

The. ter.p. tion is that journalists, foreign dignitaries. diplomats and others
may overlook the predicament of the Tamil people. Both the media as \ ¢ _: as
foreign aid have for the last few decades been mestly Scuth-« _acred and
were intransigent of the NorthEast. Amidst a mass destruction, the agonized
people have the legitimate fears whethei foreign media p-ople as well as well-
wishers have focused and still focus their attention to places easily approach-
able. In the Northeast, specially in Mullaitivu and areas south of Batticaloa,
there are people who walk around diys after tsunami visiting hospitals and
make-shift camps and morgues chelking the rows of bodies wondering if one
of them is someone they lived with. Some bodies lie uncovered in the sun,
some*with arms sticking up in the ai’* Fears of an epidemic outbreak loom
large in these areas. Cases of diarrhea and gastroenteritis have been reported.

True, many have survived. BUT the agony of the survivors is acute. The
future, or the life after tsunami is something we need to ponder. Every disaster

of ministry in the wake of this ‘killer tsunami.” The churches might have
survived and the diocesan activities might not have been hindered. The question
is whether the church lives for itself or for the people at large. Dr Preman
Niles’ phrase, “People of God Among Peoples of God,” evokes a broader and
larger framework for mission. Agonizing cries of the helpless, shattered fami-
lies, the shattered debris of the cherished dwellings are the forceful reminders
of the task ahead of us. Already traumatized people are traumatized further.
The task that l.cs ahead of us is not only to rebuild what has been ruined-
towns, villages and institutions- but mainly to help rebuild the ethos of the
helpless people who suffer irreparable loss. Can life ever limp back to nor-
malcy to such people? Yes, it can. It can only if we have the will. Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) is a serious psychiatric condition triggered
by exceptionally stressful events like tsunami. One may think that fear and
anger may be the normal reactions of the victims. But it is the mass depression
that is quite scary. For the survivors, who faced the shock and horror, the hard
times begin now only. Catastrophes of this nature always strair 1 person’s
capacity to absorb shock. Devastation of this stupendous scale can bring
about unimaginable psychological trauma. ne

We are called for a re-examination of ecclesiology. Being with the people,
sitting at the places where they are, listening to their anguish (not forcing to
speak), showing compassion, ensuring basic physical and psychological needs,
providing company are some aspects of this ‘new phase’ of ministry. This
ministry does not show statistics nor beating drums about “achievements.” These
elements are part of ongoing mental healing process. When people are haunted
by “flashbacks” and as a result undergo psychosomatic aches and pains and
feel restless, the church needs to focus on this new sphere of ministry by
identifying and making use of competent people who could provide profes-
sional psychiatric care and sustained treatment.

As a person visited the worst-hit Mullaitivu District, the Editor herself wants
to stress that the only thing we can do for the beginning is to listen to them, to
their expression of horrific experience in order to facilitate the natural griev-
ing process. As Prof. Daya Somasundaram, a specialist in Psychiatry, said it is
important that the relief workers provide prompt physiological First-Aid and
| alleviation of mental compression to: 1,:h peopie in addition to the other kinds

for half a century and forced to face a war for more than twenty years.- This

also creates “new space” for ministry. The church is called upon to a new form"

Friday 14" January

Letter to friends........

I am happy to see your concern and sympathy for the Tsunami victims of Sri
Lanka and other Asian countries.

In Sri Lanka alone according to official statistics 29,744 persons have lost
their lives. In the North East province of the island where the Jaffna Dio-
cese has most of its churches and institutions 16,656 have died and 18,481
persons are reported missing.

During the past few days, I have been visiting some of the refugee camps for
Tsunami victims and wish to share with you the following urgent needs of
the refugees.

L Counselling: In some villages all the children under the age of 12
have been swallowed up by the sea. In anursery where 150 orphans
under five were living all but 17 fell victim to the fury of the sea.

There are men and women in the camps who have lost all the members
of their families and are all alone in this world. Some of them are
mente"y disturbed while others are suffering from insomnid. Ro-
man Cath .lic priests and nuns have gone 1o these camps to do counsel-
inc LSfenirtg ministry is the need of the hour. I would urge the
women's fellovships to org.:mi?e counse ing m nistries for the vic-
tims. We will be able to pay for. '« jray .1 and accommodation.

2.~ Medicines: Medicines have tc be supplied to these camps without
interruption for another six wonths. Doctors who are serving here .
are fearful that there will be many cases of pneumonia and malaria
in the camps. Surgical and sterilizing equipment are needed urgently
in the camps. Antibiotics and other strong medicines are in short
supply even in Colombo. We may have to purchase them in India
and send them to the refugee camps.

& f Toilet facilities: Toilet facilities are in a deplorable state. For
example in the Mullivallai Tamil Vidayalayam Camp, where there
are one thousand refugees both female and male, there is only one
lavatory for the entire camp. The people who are in charge have
stated that they will provide the land if people would volunteer to
build the toilets. Our attention must be directed towards construction
of many toilets around the camps.

4. New clothes: Because of psychological reasons the refugees and
organizers refuse to accept used clothes. What they need is new
clothes, new beds sheets, new mats, new pillows and new towels.
These have to be supplied in large numbers for the next months.
Sanitary towels have to be supplied for females.

5.« Pure drinking water is also scarce. Tsunami has upset the drain-
age system and brought many dead bodies near wells. We have to
supply them with good drinking water and the equipment to purify
water in their areas.

6. Protein:.Childrén whe have lost their parents need nutritious food.
The TRIPOSHA and SAM. “OSHA produced in Sri Lanka, impor-
taiit tonics and strengthening food have (o be given to them. These
will have to be bought in Colombo or in India. Toys also are needed.

For the next six months — our task is to satisfy the urgent physiological
needs of the Tsunami survivors and provide them with the necessary equip-
ment fo bring a semblance of normalcy in their lives. Once they overcome
their trauma we will be able to send them to their villages with the neces-
sary material to build help them build their houses and equipment fo start
the work.

If you wish to join us in this ministry you may draw a cheque in favour of
American Ceylon Mission A/C 111 903 1801, Standard Chartered Bank and
send it to the Treasurer Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India,

Vaddukoddai. All letters and cheques will be acknowledged.

of assistance given to them. Relief and Rehabilitation should go on but r‘vy Y(?urs = Ch_'f sty L Hmfsf
1. -d to include this first and foremost component that makes shattered peopie Blshap S‘. Jebanesan Vaddukolddm
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