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Students act to aid those hurt

by natural disaster
Hunter Phillips, right,

ast month. Phillips and
classmate Shade Hagar,
.| left, raised over$1,700 to
|aid tsunami victims in Sri
i|Lanka. The two are
fourth-graders at West
il Woodland Elementary

School.

Py Nean Wong

Watching the television - is and seeing zill the suffering in the South Asian
countries where 147,000 people were killed b~ 2 tsunami make fourth — grader
Shade Hagar sad.

He decided to do something to help out the people he had seen on the news
and teamed up with Hunter Phillips to raise money at West Woodland Elementary
~hool.

They posted signs around the school to get the word out. A first-grade
class offered to do a bake sale.

As of last Friday, the students raised $1.727 to he "» the victims of the
“tsunami in Sri Lanka, where 30,000 people died. g
(O

“Mymom gave me the idea. She was crying whilev  ning television. [ felt

like Twanted to help them.” Hagar said. .~ i
" “It made me kind of sad. Itreally affected some pé’:;’fjle‘s lives. Thad not
seen anything like that,” said Phillips.

' The custodian at West Woodland last year was Chatura Wijenayake. who
is originally from Sri Lanka.

Wijenayake asked the students to donate the money to “Tsunami Help Sri
[ anka,” through an account at Washington Mutual Bank. All the money goes to
. iping the victims.

Wijenayake said what the students are doing is wonderful and appreciates
what people in this country are doing to help.

Wijenayake’s father Don Hettiarachchige is also a Seattle School District
custodian and is occasionally assigned to West Woodland.

“My immediate family is OK. My dad’s hometown is gone. It was badly
hit. I have some relatives on my dad’s side who are missing,” said Wijenayake,
who plans on going home in February,

“We handed out envelopes for tsunami victims. I felt like it was important.
It made me feel sad,” said Hagar.

West Woodland Principal Ed James said he was not surprised by his students’
interest in helping people on the other side of the world.

“I was pleased they were thinking of others at a time like this. It affects us
all,” said James.

James said he’s proud of his students for doing what they did.

Hagar started the fund-raising project because of the dire situation for people

in countries like Indonesia. Sri La._tll\ka, Sumatra, India and other South Asian and
East African nations. '

“I wanted to raise money so people there can have, supﬁlies and rebuild
their cities,” Hagar said.

“It’s really hard time now. ['will go back to see how they are doing. Right
now it’s a big mess down there,” said Wijenayake.

Anyone wishing to make donation to help tsunami victims in Sri Lanka can
do so at Washington Mutual Bank’s ““Tsunami Help Sri Lanka,” account No.
1800383729. Z.
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‘ Dates of Remember
January
Friday28 :- 150" Anniversary celebrations of Delft CSI Church.
Saturday 29 :- Opening of New block and Institute Day at Jaffna
College Institute of Agriculture
February
Friday - 4% Opening of Renovated Parsonage Moolai.
Saturday - 5" Opening of Daniel Poor Block —Jaffna College | '
Under-graduate Department.
Monday - 7"Opening of Computer Lacto Eluvaitivu.
Friday = 11™ Meeting of Uduvil Board.
Saturday - 12" Dedication of St. James Church Bharathipuram
and Dedication of St. Paul’s Church Murukandy.
Laying of foundation stone for church of Christ the |
Living Savior Viswamadu. :
; Sunday .- 13" Laying of Foundation stone for Holy Trinity i
Church Salome Nagar.
Laying of foundation stone for counseling centre cum
Auditorium Kilinochchi.
S =
OBITUARY

RELIGIOUS OBSERVENEOUS IN MEMORY
OF TSUNAMI VICTIMS

The Tsunami Wave had taken the lives of 30950 in Sri Lanka.
Another 392048 persons are affected by the Tsunami Waves.

The LT.TE. had declared the 31 Day after Tsunami as a time of
mourning. In Hindu and Christian Temples Special Services were conducted
in memory of those who perished. Services were conducted in Christian
Churches in several parts in the North East Province.

However, schools, Govt. Officers and the Private sectors were
m’z’owed to carry their businesses as us'uaf

Fram Left to Right Rev. G. Nadarajah,
Supervisor, Primary School,
My N. A Vimalendran,

"rs. Sellachy Pasupathy

The death Occurred on Wednesday the 19" January of Mrs. Sellachy
Pasupathy wife of Mr. Pasupathy of Karainagar are mother of Thevabalan,
Thevamanohari Rev. Thevamithiran, Thevatheepan and Rev. Thevarajan.

The funeral took place on the following day at the residence of Rev.
Thevamithiran at Inuvil. Rev. B. Jeyarajah conducted the funeral assisted
by Revds. Thevarajan and Thevamithiran. Rev. A.V. Jesuthasan preached

“It’s heartbreaking. You wogld think a world awayyygild aef WN} dHahatie Sesamdallond. Jeyakumaran gave the tribute. The remains live then

but a world away it does,” said James ,

Ter
]

noolaham.org | aavanpaesd.Qf8arainagar cemetery for interment.



THE MORNING STAR

Ecumenical Service for Tsunami victims

Clergy and laity of the various denominations in Jaffna assembled at St.
Peters Methodist Church, Jaffna on Tuesday the 25% January to remember the
souls that had gone beyond the veil because of the tsunami wave on the 26™
December 2005.

The service was arranged by the Jaffna Christian Union. Rev. Dr.
Dhyanchand Carr visiting Lecturer Christian Theological Seminary
Maruthanamadam preached the sermon on the text St. John 9:9

Listening

The only way to entertain some folks is to listen to them.
K. Hubbard

The surest rule (for excelling in conversation) is to listen much, speak little, and

says nothing that you may be sorry for.
La Rochefoucauld

Lots of people talk to animals. Not that many listen though. That’s the problem.
A.A. Milne, Winnie thg Pooh

A good listener is not only popular everywhere, but after a while he gets to know

Wilson Mizner

You cannot truly listen to anyone and do anything else at the same time.

M. Scott Peck,
None so deaf as those who won't hear.
Proverb
It takes two to speak the truth — one to speak, the other to hear.
. Henry David Thoreau

The first duty of love is to listen.
Paul Tillich

Be a good listener. Your ears will never get you into trouble.
Frank Tyger

If a man were invited to a feast, and there being music at the feast, he should so
listen to the music, that he did not mind his meat, you would say, Sure he is not
hungry:.so when men are for jingling words, and like rather gallantry of speech
than spirituality of matter, it is a sign that they have surfeited stomachs, and itching
ears.

Thomas Watson

Helping others, that’s the main thing. The only way for us to help ourselvesisto
help others and to listen to each other’s stories.
Eli Wiesel
Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak.....
The Bible, James 1:19

His thoughts were slow,

His words were few and never formed to glisten.
But he was a joy to all his friends,

You should have heard him listen!

Author unknown

My wife said I never listen to her. At least I think that’s what she said.

Author unkﬁbwn
A wise old owl sat in an oak.
The longer he sat, the less he spoke.
The less he spoke, the more he heard.
Why can’t we be like that wise old bird?
Author unknown

Blessed are those who listen, for they shall learn.
Author unknown

Women like silent men. They think they’re listening.
Marcel Archard

The world is dying for want, not of good preaching, but of good _hearing..
George Dana Boardman

What people really need is a good listening to.
Mary Lou Casey

The most important thing in communication is to hear what isn’t being said.
Peter F. Drucker

We have two ears and one mouth so that we can listen twice as much as we
speak.
Epictetus

The most effective remedy for self-love and self-absorption is the habit of humble
listening. Blgmzeé lgy Kf
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REMEMBERING MAHATMA GANDHI

On the 30th January Mahatma Gandhi the
apostle of non-riolence was killed by Nathuram
Kotse. The following is the editorial that appeared in
the Morning Star a week after his assassination.

The brutal assassination of Mahatma Gandhi
__| by a fanatic has removed with a tragic suddenness
V| the greatest moral force of the century from the world.
Pandit Nehru announced the Mahatma’s death one
week back with these words: “The light has gone out
of our lives and there is darkness; the light, that has gone out was not an ordinary
one, but would be seen in this country (India) and the world for ever”. These
words admirably reflect the reaction of the entire world at this shocking death.
From the reports and messages of sorrow that have been pouring into India during
the week, it is evident that this death has stirred and shocked the world as no
other has for a long number of years. The reason is not far to seek. Gandhiji was
not only the father of the Indian nation, not only the light of Indid, but the light of
the whole world. Many figures have moved across the modern world stage with
a more spectacular flourish and greater noise, but not one has wielded so
momentous an influence in the history of our time. When some years ago he
began to preach the method of non-violence as the way of life generally, people
called him a mad idealist and laughed at him. Today he has shown to the world
by his own life that there is no more powerful weapon than Ahimsa, and love.
The “naked fakir” with peculiar political theories and a stranger programme of
action was an object of contempt and laughter. People wondered how religion
could be brought into politics. Today most of his fanciful and peculiar theories
have proved to be sound and the world bows down to him as to no other man.

Pandit Nehru says of him in his Autobiography: “He was a curious phenomenc.
—a person of the type of a medieval Catholic Saint, as Mr. Verrier Elwin has
called him — and at the same time a practical leader with his pulse always on the
Indian peasantry.” Where can such a mixture be found: a saint and a politician, a
visionary dreamer and a practical realist, a humble follower and a dynamic leader.
a philosopher and a prophet?

What Gandhiji was to India needs no stressing here. He was the Father
of the nation, the chief architect of the new Independent India, the mentor of not
merely the leaders of the country, not merely the Congress, but the entire country
and all its various peoples. Today, therefore, the pathetic despairing cry comes
out of the depths of almost every one: “Hereafter to whom shall we turn for
comfort, and guidance and leadership?” The most remarkable thing about him
was his capacity to win over or disarm his opponents. People might have
disagreed from him, but no one ever questioned the sincerity of his purpose .
the purity of his motives. Those who disagreed from him were also convinced
about the source from which Gandhiji derived his inspiration and soul force.
Hence, they were willing to follow him always. Today, would he counsel his
people to be disheartened at their being suddenly deprived of his leadership?
When some years ago India was plunged in grief over the death of Rabindranath
Tagore, Gandhiji said: “Gurudev’s soul is immortal and he lives though dead. ...

His mortal remains are no more but his soul is immortal like ours.

....... Our true homage should be to maintain these institutions (of Tagore)
which he is watching from wherever he may be.” Today it is Gandhiji’s turn to
die, but he lives. In the words of the Dean of Canterbury, “The children of God
never die”. The Mahatma is dead, but his spirit will live always, beckoning his
country and the world t£) live and die better, nobler. Nothing in his life became
him better than the death of the martyr which fell to his lot.

1) Silent night, holy night -
All is calm, all is l)rigl)t-
Round your virgin mother and child

Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

2) Silent nig'llt, holy nigllt
Shepherds quake at the sight
Glories stream from heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing Aﬂeluia;
C_l'lrist the Saviour is born!
Christ the Saviour is born!
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IT IS NOT F[NISREB\\

Itis not finished, Lord.
There is notone thing done;
There s no battle of my life
That I have realty won.

And now | come to tell Thee
How I fought o fail.

My human, all too human, tale
Of weakness and futility.

And yetthere isafaithin me
That Thou wilt find in it

One word that Thou canst take
And make

The centre of a sentence

In Thy book of poetry.

| cannot read the writing ofthe years,

My eyes are full of tears,

It gets all blurred and won't make sense;
It's full of contradictions

Like the scribbling of a child.

| can but hand itin, and hope

That Thy great mind, which reads

The writings of so many lives,

Will understand this scrawl

And what it strives to say —but leaves unsaid.

| cannot write it over, the stars are coming out,
My body needs its bed.

| have no strength for more,

So it must stand or fall—dear Lord,

That's all

G. A. Studdert Kennedy.
S ITEHID ApIpUIaTe0E6v
- G. A. Studdert Kennedy -

Wipwaflanes &idanca Gargid (pgwalbame
anflub gamd Brar Gelig) (g baaflbana
auMp&EnsUIET UMM LIS agaflaid

Hia Geup) autend @il alldena
Gumn_ L miser Canedallumi (pig Haallsb

2 Difk_1b Sn gl BLHg! uBGHE

sl lured ety Llawf

OTDED eTRMD L STCar

Shame erauaiiule) ST @aremn

2 g el saflns Hrafld @i Siguilar gm Qamaemi
SienogS\Bealit s Gaung Hollbams

Guevaanar arar 2_ataflkd SeobiGesu

9 [HENCLMoW el hisalld) eramg) uSlaysar
Lig SSIBD DhHmed GUCLT aarsLkdana
EBEIBET GO Gsmonal) Cumbai "L

Ui LGSO ORIEED 10(HL &) @pra
Gohnsular Sydsnmn CaTanensLr
Shamma SHenGEL 2 1b Smbsefld
soillbs @HeH abg PR

ued o_ufliser aumpaller L 61D &b @eTEeMD
urflyL_ar Lig. @M o) Lenl S

BNaT 6uenhd CHTBET SlnamHid
Sbaallamil Lfihg Gamaraii

“glidl e1ipgus™ aratpned ueodldbene
aflainbgub Gband ABHHE AbGE
GBHMIGHS 2 L& & LSS BrBg
uesaliand @afipna enpgiaIasiLy

eraruenf Blamy Flenabs” B
BenaGuamme aipha wenmuwl (B

aar SIUCHT MT1PCH! SnNiaAHDMD Snfll (Pig HEHT.

Qsetimnit. gleoTugSlest elflolled FPlapaunsenss SeuT LS
wreflor&ll uswll QFWSTT.

B Ffeorismellest WeTey mesemsnml.:; -Lommll.i-:e 616060
2 _pejsemenud @il 2S5 JLwsHSULGGsumD. @Gu.l&
QuBLOTETT ST SHSOHTEWILTHLE QFTevedhug).

“BCus Nermenenr Cumead, lauTser
CunsCauaiigugicosns. Bristar
dNarsens@l Cursand GsTHmise

etesipmiT. - W&HEBs 14:6 -

SyPICuremeown) urgléslul( EmHUUeIeHTL LTSISTSELW0
slLenenenw @eim pOBILL Fm&lpmt. @uuenflullh Gumiig
Qurprenwenwll Lo Herefal@GGaumd. Hyfwued Heomud HMBeu
eWiba Gursl(@w. @ Gappemwenw aGSS aTPlibg elGEsumd.
FOWLU LLFe0S6T FeuTLmend QFuww. @enn HSTEOL emLITen
wrédls Qasmew® Grglfrurrfrﬂu eI  @606VMOED ej;i]msgsrr@msu
LOHG YieTens 55 (PasCaME aifluwd pemiLiTas TN 1:17-
Q&mewt (B Emumﬂ gLy Beom DimHeT  Fiem oo Osu.lsurrgms.
(8555@55 sLlig el uswil Genpusnflunrs méss.Bw. Sy
et QETEIIEE Sigemwaentdl SymLuenll QBT (HGeaumDd.
aucst. . Cat. BCLESBTFN

Opehr BHBub BpFasou
SpewendBam’ani_.



ggbgn’a’ma Friday 28" Jan.

- @l Slenmluyi
EPOT BV BHEBID

IETIL @M BEhs. 0.6 eigwrer wgEnIb B BIS5S5S I 60T
BEGLLQUTES GISSTe0, WIewid gOUEL, SiFlTageusons,
0.5 efgomen wgEMd QISs5HE0 SHSOL T DiMley LWL
alG&nal. GHSauisen “wremGurens wlsdlmuu.

Gweaniow g Blamesears au@Gssend. Geneu Ljsve
sEN&GLULTSND Qaiflanst @eaim wenmbgleTenet. geubeur(h
Blemeoullaid G9s BaunEGaET edevg Seufapeod Beaudmm(H
aumECET GISTLID, GFsLD SpElLME FHLIL SFaQUISTET Ellen 6oy el
2 ewiLm&euND. GQauniulledr mBlemev cpemenemwl LWES(PDE QU
gietengio @Arss58sTG SVHS 2 L6 (PG LmeugLomsot
WGIETTS ST Dienemeull QUITMIS GieTTeN Sl
“QealafliueL s,

&1 &IV SWIDIT 601 HILD
WRUTENSWITETHID

psed Powx - wefsauemLw 1,000 ukieg BrsssGsM@ 1 UG
wgienTD SobS(HEEDE. QeaueflliusLwrs Qeurg Hlenew “smsmyevot
wreaw wiurengwrsaw” sTeRlLIgend 2 evienuiled @euf
m@ﬂsEUULLm@m SLUS STEOTOU(TH "LOM6uITH.

&@Qeuniiuiles (yag,mﬁlmsuuﬂsu, @meui Qeuefls GzrHmsSH
sngnyewIonss Sremuu@euny. 2 Fsfllys Seupng Seugmsd Gus
(PIQUD. SETETTLTOED Si6UITed BL&& (IPIQUD. &MF ULl Lpd
WipHSTE0, SIS GLLOD (PIQUID. DLEVTTEL SiEU(HEDL (LSS
PUENESES LLWES(LHOIHULISTEL DieuhHENLW 2 2_eowonj&SlEei LobSLOmesT
- Blemeoul(hEEw. @Hs Bleneouled erHljunng Blewsslownaim HLba

afl_Lmed, SisTeug @eu ST @LIQSE QHMewTIQHE G L GUITZI
geQreaim @meauj eFurgrgeiswrss @msts eubg el Lmed,
allusgs gOUGMSHGE sTiSlwwons Qeuf BLbSQSTETeNS Sa(BLD.
Ga G©Yeaupuilsoeomon sw 2 ewrGaun® @wHbSHULTGTWTUIes
Beiells elugz gpuLmosd @euj FeillisHmesseond.
“openh B pid
Gisassampd”
Syain_mb Beweo :- weflzenenLw 1,000 ukiy QUs5s5CzTE 2
LB GIETTD SeubS(HhEEIS). e “ SLTHSLONSEYLD (LT &S S S 60T
s’ srelL@Epry. BeamssaTar FpasBan(E LG Blenev
sGmenEsLILGEDS. DiBToug AHEs Blemev ssdwrent ei@aefleid,
elmhaisaflod wHoD CsremiLm L Eissfled gHuUGLD.

SIS (HeusT Sest U 2_ewGan(® QumeGLweung Cusrs
Guisssenemyd Qsuung Qsweissnemypd @H5 Blemevulesd (B9
Geaugflufled) BMmEELEUNTE JIgESY CUSMTET, SIRESY QFUieuTe.
@8 @@ uwumisgorer Blene. @gl. “‘elusg” gpuUEL Blensv. AHS

Bleneouilsd @ Gsear, “wgsm” @ueumiur asgd Hleneouled

Bmaedprer. HiBTaus S S anssnsGsnE _herswomi Gmuu
snen 2 _ewj&S gOUBEDSI. SieuctTs L cwijeallsd LOHSLOMTET S60T6mL0
uminiepud Sieustignes Heosvlensouih sw 2_ewGan® @mULSTS
ceRIgIEDTET. JNDIEES DieTaEE W BOLESWLEHESDSI.
SeitenbLlEmSULID LVEIGMODHS Seaienwww @eieillsons o
Comausnm STSITEW, GPSTIRT sl & STen) PL(Boug DLSSTES
QmasHng. Svevg Seust eiliged £ eiten gemfluied gmIOBLTE
urgisTiy SHnsTs BnksEDSI.

@eieilsd @uamear steny @LEWELTE GG Gauswrs gL
DTS, HIGHEMED, Fi 2L 661 @LUELELNG JOLLTS DU S
senen @Blensouiled 5mHellsgiIEQsTeNSDTeT. apemenuiigeien FHemL
Qaupd Blemeownisen (6Gausd, LEGSSM6O, Seumewiss, wGeurm
558 (pseSweunmlen BleneowitissT) @reneys@, wwmiEkuilmiLgermed
penenuie E&_GLUT_ (5558 JDDEIGats BFNE:E SMIILONEGLD.

Oursssgeveion wgFTISSlea Jenemel Bifemuiliugnhars efleh
eyreois uf_emsser BLISSULLGauhd Br@seflsd, 50 elgomer eig)
eflLSgIEE6T GISTISSHETGMCWL ghLGSlsmen eiain SaviBLlgss0
u_@siengl. Bos558e0 1,00086@ 1.5 eigwme WHSTID STeoTLILIL
Led i Gweaupuiles snaipne gnmis QsnerenluL (G aubhSng.
“ser 2 Libfled 0.15 efgwren wWHETSMBEH O ST 60T (H6iT6TEU6T
siluggisseflellphbg suuaug oifig. stisd QUSS5S0 HISTTLD
sesslULTE sTrdlsaners STLigaid Becusnswnen FTnsflés G0
STTQET(HEUET 2 | HSTLKISENETLEI(B LIHImISEoIgu SIS SIS

sefled 55 wLriE SFlswrss HsdsCareien ggeundlpre” e -

QLrermmevL. e1e0. QuUfl YeuismeT S~mudlpNysei.

‘BHIG  SeIpQIpID
Naupiliys SHHaIgiD

Gpaipmb Penew :- wWeflzenenLw 1,000 QressCem6G 3 URE WG
snyb sepdmedng. @eal "S@HLH Sauplwa(py Gapiys &(HU
aumL” Sueuri. @euf SeemT@eun. @eursl Flemsuenoen WeHDHES
(prwrg. sei@e @euf (Weomn, @rewinbd Blensvssled 2 _sieneud
senenliBuTey DisusueTey SpuSSTen Guieufluisdev. Syeummed Geur
om “Gohoparel war Blooaow S b elGEDTT. ST
Qameney, FewienL (STHES60) (PHevmest @GDhorisst Yfluw Hlensvenw
weoLpg @&y, wesst b QurpFerw SPLUSHELD Hlumw
wHm (Wenpuled BLBEICsTaTUsHESW elewr aurgrissiled FEUGSD
Gb (padlu srremEiSETans efemRiGL WLEETICL BshE:sS
snrewion@. Hflgeney LLTETSMmSE GSSao1 Seof sHGssL
Guieuflsenaaw ssval Ufwiserraew wrhlellG&Elnngsei.
Qzneveney QEMTREESE S.gWEHID LUGSsMe wwrdElugore Qbs
Peneoullsd, Guamr@smmeuss aiemg (@TUSLILESSI] LTSS
(PIQWITS @(H LWRISTOTeT QFuemed Qauwas.@w. 756Smba 90
efgwonen GHorssT Geaupluilermsd BeoLQUDIEleTmen 6reTLG)
pFludlsefler &@mHs .

“wmafugnb

AN HHHHBFHID ' ;
mraismh Peveo - eoflgenemLw 1,000 ukie BressCsn® 4 LRIG
wgiemw sapSlhsdng. Qaf seoflurs awHSBIDS (WPLWTg.
@af ‘LWESWDHD SHAUGHESSS5ES Densvenw eFleallmg.
epeipTd  Flemevullaeieneuenys  sramiensullsy: GbBlensouligisiten
aurTh QU LESEDEE LSS Les Geomey.

“av @1b115 & it
SeniFueTengip’
gebsTbd Perew :- 1,000 LRI Br555CsMTE 5 URE WHIETTL SH6vH

BEOIL6TT GQRENTeTey @HAUTEID ewhd Biha (pigwromh Gumd
aG&mal. Sieuf “egwlsgs SenfFfueLbgl” elGSnTT. SpTbu
Blensvuulevisien QeusflliLenL wresr 2 swy&dlsen wenmbgHieNGElsiment.
2_ewrisSluisiienoCun® Quasfsienouw 2 errdipng. Smswid,
seung Flenevwriset SpElweuhennsd SLBUUBSSID cpenstuiles @
LGE (QoGeor @lLUBTRASHDT) WwwES(HNEIIBaIST Sryswions
@euf Qugiaurss seundluury. @eurgl BrGUITLL (W Ggeurse
srewTlL@L. Qeusngs QBHMTHSIey QFLIWTo allLTe), 2 L smouns
Beaf o _sfFHubD WSS Blensvd@sitenmeuny. -

“Waifehdn Curens”

ohomh Feoew - @F5 Bleneuuled 1,000 ukie ArsssCsr@® LHSIEES
GopLL L LkKE wgemb sepdmhasding. Qe ‘Wsbiehdw Curens”
Wellmasdons. Qeuf SiPlelpbs WLWESPDEFGL. WLHISTTSSle0r
BFas Senenwullemed epemen GLEID LWSSWPHOTEL EeuhHEE
LOTERID gHUL &&n(BLD.
“wyenCurens Sldsvg!
Wy

wg SiEhSwef @UBurg “wrawiuGurenguilellma Elmmi
Sisvevg) IewIoLbSeILLTf". fevf LWESLmLAUSDEL Ugleors
pi&Esggeone - B(HES Seorone Blansvenw Dol bz Gy

"E.'_ 6. @eufset “wyewil Gurenguied epfsssFemorer Gurengullsd”

Bmedpriser. Reiails Bleneod@etentss gmeul QeustlluenLwrsL
souSSwiond]l ieuen] DEIGCauN(HLelT FeamrenL. Liglumry. eur
Hremw sLigw Peneoullesmuury. @bs Bleneo, wgsmgmg, 26w
LIGTT600T& Sl LILIMBISTLOME0T  [Hlemev.

wgLTESSeT SenL g flemev LogemoId. Sig QLOGleuTSEaD ML
6VITLD; ﬂm@umglb JOLL VUMD, SHeusuToNS @)(HEISST - LDGILITEOIE
saeNs STABSSIL LUTT&SSTS|(HrISET.

refiT i HmFFmubEil qg‘,‘m
3BHFFEHL 1DEOILLID

12-12-2004 wreflumdig SmFFamLuiest sn;rmnmgj]sﬁ @Gl

© QUITET [BIT6T. LS QLB Srevlonsd SEHSSULLTS, sl iUl Bensouls

SIeULLLL. FHFFenU wesiLb LGILGLTede 6 WenenosslillGd SHbhal
smeubSLILL L HI. Fenu oarflusfengid, Femu SHSEMMBID SWITEH 2 el
eimey ot 750,000 cpur GFevalled wemTLUD SinwoeyBmE. 12-12-2004
eTUBmsSpenw sremey BBsEGmen eufurlen i Guymwf  oigleusmr.
seomBlal. S. OuBhEst SisurssT BLTIHHOTT. DS CHTLHEI
GUITLICHLD. GHLOT(HLD F6nLl DSSBEHD LITEWIL. aITHBIISSHIL 61 DaIFeueoTSHS
HmFsenu et suTuieney SienL b, CLITWIT (LpenpLLIG 6N _LGHmesH
Smba, Urdhagewl. CFUH HeUSHST. FeoL! omfluiel SIGETHIG. V.
@QuTRGLNT Ssuiss Samevenwouwln L mMLug,g‘,]g} QUTHIS &l L LD

Digitized by Noolahanp®e@uiiago Butgis silsmps OSTLibe! LTGD, STeme. )b

noolaham.org | aavanabswyongssuis LG LBHe.



-

Does God Care?

Lord, Why did you bring this upon us? Have we not suffered enough?
Lord, why did you allow the waves to break the bounds you yourself set for
them?(Job 38:11). Are you not the Lord of Nature anymore? Lord God, you

yourself declared that you will not destroy a whole lot of people any more and -

gave an assurance that the regular order of Nature will not be violated, no matter
how sinful we are(Gen.8:20-22). But Lord, why have you broken your own
promises? Lord, you promised to Abraham that you would not destroy the
innocent with the wicked, how come, you allowed so many infants and children
to be washed away? (Gen.18: 22-33). Lord, where are you? So many people
are in deep trauma. Some, quite legitimately it seems to us, are angry with you.
Quite a few are angry with themselves as they helplessly watched their loved
ones being washed away while they themselves clung on to a chance support.
Many children who have been orphaned are fearful about their future. Some
fisher-folk do not want to return to the sea, but how are they to make a living?
Many, Lord, nurture deep wounds which, experienced counselors tell us, will
not go away for a long time, how are they to face their future? If they become
suicidal should we show anger? All the questions raised are legitimate ones.
God is not angry that we have dared to question God. Yes, as Martha said that
she believed that in the last day her brother would be raised, we also know that
all those swept away are safe in the arms of Jesus and that all the bereaved will
be reunited with their loved ones. But does God care to do anything to calm our
minds and heal the wounds and bring hope to the hopeless in the present? I
invite you to hear our Lord Jesus speaking to us: “Yes God indeed does care, I
will show you how God is at work now.”

To begin with, let us be assured that Tsunami was not God’s doing. God
:s God of Love and God of Justice. God cannot be cruel and capricious. We
shall not seek to explain this affirmation now but hope it will become evident as
we go along. (See also another brief write up elsewhere in this issue). Being
assured that it was not God’s doing and that God cares more deeply than all of
us ever can, let us see God in our midst. We shall first of all try to discern God
among the bereaved and traumatized survivors. Next, we shall turn our attention
upon ourselves, the unhurt and the complacent, some of us perhaps indulge in the
thoughts that we are God’s favorites. Then thirdly, we will try to see meaning out
of the meaningless loss of so many who got nipped as buds and the innocent
poor who died. Many of them spent all their time providing food for the rest of
the world.

God is God Immanuel, a suffering-together God and an enabling and
empowering God. God said to Moses that God’s Name was “I Am”. This
name of God was revealed as God spoke from out of the Burning Bush which
uad been protected from being consumed. It is only because God was continu-
ously present with the people of Israel during their bitter experience of slavery
for four hundred years, they were not annihilated and the fire of faith and hope
were kept alive. God walked with Shadrach, Meshach and Abed Nego in the
fiery furnace and they enjoyed freedom even in the midst of the fire. Those who
were bound and thrown in were seen to be walking with God. This was per-
ceived by the people as their own story during the time of the Maccabean struggle

against the tyrant Antiochus. The fire of persecution was fierce but God gave

them the courage to brave that fire and persist in their struggle to save their
religion and culture. God, who has handed over responsibility to the humankind
to manage their own affairs and take care of the created order, has chosen to be
with the victims of the abuse of freedom in politics and with regard to the plun-
dering of nature. Seeing God as fellow sufferer is not wishful thinking. God
reveals this to the suffering people and God challenges us to make that real and
concrete through our cooperation.

Counselors working among orphaned children in the Vanni area came
aeross a thrilling discovery of how God is beginning to be perceived as a Suffer-
ing-Together God. Encouraging children to reflect upon their experience of loss
and bereavement through encouraging them to draw pictures is amethod that
helps children to overcome their trauma. One little lad of ten during one such
session drew a picture of an old man and depicted him as shedding tears. The
counselor-facilitator thought that the boy had depicted his father who was no
more. But'when asked to explain the boy said that the picture was God’s
picture. What is hid from the eyes of the wise is revealed to babes and infants.
Can we learn from our children and see God standing by shedding tears and
bringing assurance that God would also enaBIe them to have a new beginning?

What about us, i.e. those remaining unhurt aﬂd c%nzﬂen 1 %
ways? First and foremost, we should see God challenﬁ% }&ﬁ%ﬁp |0 Tge
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tragedy that has occurred is most probably due to the gradual build up of global
warming caused by the excessive drawing out and burning up of fossil fuel. Itis
the rich and the comfortable sections of people who go on their gas-guzzling life
style and the innocent poor in distant corners who live close to the sea to feed
those very same indulgent and comfortable people who get hurt. God is also
challenging us to make real God’s enabling and facilitating presence through sac-

.rificial participation in the work of rebuilding devastated lives as well as de-
stroyed buildings. It would be easy to put the orphaned children in institutions,
but they may never be able to overcome post trauma stress depression that way.
Should not some young couples come forward to adopt children and provide a
home? We could think of ever so many ways to make the presence of God real
to these unfortunate people. Job was given everything back not by miracle but
by friends and relatives giving generous gifts and God giving more children.

Finally, how do we see God in relation to all the innocent dead? Why
were they struck down prematurely? Once again we need to remind ourselves
that it was not God who plucked them away. But God turns worst possible
tragedies and terrible losses into something good. This is the truth revealed
through the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Cross too was not God’s doing
but man’s doing. Vested interests of religious leadership and imperial arrogance
of Rome jointly conspired and killed Jesus, the Son of God. But God raised him
from the dead and turned his death into a never drying source and spring well of
redemption. When we remember that Jesus called himself Son of Man who
represent persecuted and suffering people he seems to have understood his own
death as an event that gathers together all those who suffer unjustly one way or
the other. So we must understand the people who got killed by Tsunami as
belonging to this Collective of Suffering Humanity who are reckoned together
with Jesus the Son of Man. Thereby God makes their tragic end to become little
streams of redemption flowing into the Pool of Redemption brought into being
by the sufferings of Jesus the Son of Man.

Another important thing that we need to remember is that human
arrogance causes the death of many, many people unjustly. Just prior to World
War [I Hitler started a mass killing campaign of the Jewish people. Itis estimated
that at least 6million Jewish people would have been killed within a space of
Syears. In 1945 just as the war was coming to a close America wanting to test
the power of its atom bomb threw two bombs one on Hiroshima and another on
Nagasaki, of Japan and killed several hundred thousand people. In the past
decade of the nineties at least one million children of Traq died as a result of
sanctions against food imports and medicines by the western countries. Every
day several thousand people the world over die of starvation and mal nutrition
related diseases. Many women get killed having been subjected to sexual
assaults. All these people together with the Tsunami victims should be seen as
belonging to the Lifted up Son of Man in whom God I AM is for ever pre$ent
offering a ¢hallenge and forgiveness simultaneously. The disaster was not God’s
doing. Tt hurt God’s heart as deeply as it has hurt all the bereaved. But they
become in God’s mercy co-redeemers with Christ, we must boldly conclude.
Just as the wicked collocation of powers of the world which crucified Jesus
could not be excused or thought of as mere pawns in the hands of God so too we
cannot excuse the irresponsible life style which induce tidal waves or human
arrogance which goes on inflicting pain on the vulnerable with wantonness. We
must all repent for our complicity and or selfishness which make us turn our eyes
away from blatant forms of injustice. God who bears the pain with all those who
suffer is ready to forgive and lead us towards the New Humanity.

Dhyanchand Carr,
Visiting Professor,
Christian Theological Seminary,

Maruthanar Madam, Chunnakam,

Jaffna.

CENTENARY CELEBRATION OF
THE HOLY CROSS CATHEDRAL NANDYAL

The Nandyl Cathedral in Andrapradesh was built by the efforts of
Anglican Missionies in 1905.

On the 8% 0f 2005 the Diocese of Nandyl will be celebrating its centenary.
The most Rev. Dr. Sugandhar, Moderator of the Church of South India will be
the Chief Guest. Dr. (Mrs) Pauline Sathiamoorthy, General Secretary of the
Church of South India will give the main address.

The Centenary Celebrations Committee is headed by the Rev. Dr. G.T.

am &osalsesBishpp of the Diocese who is ably assisted by Mr. P.J. Lawrence and
anabraest 8repd.
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| EDITORIAL

Why Tsunami?

The question “Why Tsunami?” is in the minds of most people. It must
be an act of God, most people think. We must emphatically say that it was not
God who brought this about. How can one be so sure and remain a believer
in God the Lord of the whole of creation? It is this question we seek to
answer remaining a firm beliefin God.

The answer depends on how we see the Creator God chooses to relate
to Nature. We must begin with the story of creation. It is stated clearly that
God, after creating humankind comprising women and men entrusted care of
creation to humankind. In other words there was a willing self abdication
on the part of God. God did not take God’s hands off completely. But God
chose to respect human freedom and is waiting patiently that one day human-
kind would learn to exercise its stewardship over nature with a greater sense
of responsibility.

The other factor we need to remember is that, as it comes out in the
conversation between God and Job, God also has vested nature with a
certain amount of autonomy. InJob 38:11 there is also a hint that Nature has
its own inherent arrogance which becomes obvious in instances when the sea
exceeds its bounds.

-

Even if scientifically we find it difficult to accept Nature as having a will
of its own, we need to accept two things: 1. Abusive and exploitative plundering
of nature to sustain the lives of the rich and the powerful at insatiable levels of
comfort and luxury does upset the eco systems with disastrous consequences:
a) The survival of many species is endangered. b) It results in phenomena like
the puncturing of the ozone layer of the atmosphere. ¢) If causes acid rain to
fall on the earth. d) It givesrise to global warming causing arise in sea levels
increasing the frequency and intensity oftidal waves. 2. The second factor is
that this earth is not perfect. It does have fault lines in its lower strata, deserts
and drought prone areas on its surface; its resource distribution is not
equitable... Somehow its inherent imperfections seem to be a necessity for
creating and sustaining life! And, the earth of all planets is the only one, as far
as we can tell, capable of sustaining life. These imperfections and misdistribution
of resources also provide a constant challenge to those who live in privileged
zones to be mindful of those who live in less fortunate areas. So the imperfections

God has ordered regularity of seasons but that regularity can be breached by
wrong collocation of forces within or by human abuse and manipulation. 3.
Could it be that the underground and under the ocean testing of atomic weapons
exerts pressures on the innet strata of the earth which are already faulty and
suffer permanent split? So we must conclude that somehow the phenomenon
of global warming caused by collective human abuse of natural resources and
the quirk of a clash between the unstable inner strata have combined together
to produce the Tsunami disaster affecting mostly innocent people. It is by no
means God’s vindictive act of punishment or God’s act to bring a general
warning. Aberrant as Nature can be. we also learn from the experience of
inexplicable premonitions of primitive people, intuitive movements of fish,
animals and insect-life forms that Nature has also a built-in mechanism of

disaster. Observers have stated that except for dogs and a few other domestic
animals like cattle and goats, wild deer and many other forms of wild life in the

any wild life have been found! People like the Australian Aboriginals and
Native Americans claim that they can empathize intuitively with Nature when
Nature itselfis experiencing some internal disturbance. On the one hand we
now live in the time of technological advance which can invent instruments of
detection and warning but on the other hand we also live in the Post-Modern

belonging to the so called primitive cultures and to learn from the intuitive
capacities of non-intelligent animal life. Admittedly creation is imperfect and
does have faults. But God has created Life with the capacity to come to terms
with the potentiality of Nature’s aberrant behavior from time to time! God,
therefore should not be blamed for our ignorance and neglect. Tsunami should
be seen as caused by human irresponsibility. The blame is on us. Let us not
blame the God of Love.

DigitiAthshtryahdcsota

also provide opportunities for the spiritual well being of the human community. |

sending warning signals about the build up of forces which might cause a |

Tsunami hit areas seemed to have been able to flee to safety. No carcasses of |

age which has created a greater openness to listen to the experience of people | .

Visit of Rev. S. Manopavan

Rev. S. Manopavan a former minister of the Jaffna Diocese of the Church
of South India and now a minister of the uniting church in Australia visited Jaftna
on the 22" and 23" of January 2005. After visiting the tsunami after affected
areas in Jaffna he proceeded to Wanni and the cast. He had been sent by his
Church in Melbourne, Australia who had sent Medicine’s worth Rs. 76,500/-

Visit of K. J. Andrew

Mr. K.J. Andrew Acting General Secretary of
India Sunday School Union visited the Jaffna Diocese of
the Church of South India during January 2005. He
arrived at Vaddukoddai on Thursday 20" evening and

conducted counseling courses for Sunday school teachers,
Day Care Centre teachers and workers of the Diocese.
He left for Colombo on the 24" Morning.

On a Study Assignment

Prof Barney Bate of the Anthropology Deparltment of Yale University, USA,
has come to Vaddukoddai on a four month research fellowship. He atrived in
Vaddukoddai on Monday the 17" Morning and is residing at Bunker Hall, Jaffha
College.

He is a Tamil Scholar doing research on the development of Christian
Sermons in Tamil with special reference to the contribution made by Tamil
Catechists.

A Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving

A service to thank God for the life and witness of Mrs. Leelawathy
Mahilaruppiam Rajasingham was conducted at St. James Church Nallur on
Monday the 24" January at 4.00 p.m. The service was led by Rev. A. Stephen
vicar St. James Nallur. '

The Lessons were read by Mrs. Dushyanthi Vaseekaran and Mrs. Aloysius
Vice Principals of Chundikuli Girls College.

The tributes were given by Mrs. T. Rajaratnam Principal Chundikuli Girls
College and Mr. S. P. Jeevanantham. Mr. A. Rajasingham the husband of the
deceased read a poem written by Miss Tharika Thiranagama. The Sermon was
preached by Rev. A. Stephen.

The ashes were then removed to St. James Cemetery where the burial was
done by Rev. A. Stephen, with the assistance of Rev. N. S. P. Nesakumar and
Bishop Jebanesan.

______ CROSS IS NOT THE END

From a speech made by
Rhoda Sugunananthan Tomlinson
in Australia

Last week, the day after Mrs. Southcot asked me to speak at this service,
[ received this letter from my uncle in Malaysia, an eye witness account given by
aretired 64 year old Customs Officer in Uduvil, during the Foreign Army’s
operation to capture Jaffna last October circulated by the Tamil Sangam of
London. Itdescribes how hundreds of innocent civilians were indiscriminately
killed by soldier’s guns and shells fired from Uduvil. Uduvil was my father’s
parish just before we left for Australia in 1985. [ will remember with horror this
attack for a long time, because my best friend, schoolmate, and Sunday School-
mate Priyanthi of a home neighboring our Uduvil manse was shot at her home
along with her two brothers, the same age as my two brothers. All four were
buried at their background by mother and her friends, because her father was
then away in Colombo. [ will also remember the Foreign Army for the news we
received by telephone from London when my brother was writing his Matric
Exam last December. A bomb dropped from the air had killed my grandmother,
where her son my uncle was trying to rush her on a bicycle from his main Road
Town house to some safety. To my brothers and me she was the dearest soul in
the whole world. Along with the Uduvil eye witness report came also a letter
from my father’s brother in Jaffna. He is the only one left behind in Sri Lanka
while his five siblings including my father have migrated to Australia. We all are
trying hard to persuade him also to come over. But this is how he concludes his
letter to my father.

“I deeply appreciate your concern in my family. But
canlleave Jaffna? I will be letting down so many people,
so badly at a critical hour. I genuinely feel that Jaffha is
the best for me, my daughters and my wife.”

His hope makes me mad. Butalso, teaches me a lesson. Ultimately the
harfFess mbth& .d. We will have Easter joy when there will be peace in Jaffna
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