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Righteousness Exalteth A Nation. But Sin is.a Reproach to any peaple | SKI LANKA,

JDCSI HANDS OVER BOATS TO
FISHERMEN (3/200%

| Photograph taken when
the Heads of Churches of
Sri Lanka met at Bishop s
House Vaddukoddai on
09-02-2005. From Left to
& Right Rev. Dr. Jeyasiri
Perris — Secretary National
Christian Council Sri
o S Lanka. Rev. Noel Fernando

President Ceylon Methodist Conference, Rt. Rev. Kumara [llangasinghe,
Anglican Bishop of Kurunegala Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan C.S.I Bishop in
Jaffna Rev. Wijayathasa Warshamana, President Sri Lanka Baptist Sangamaya,
Rt. Rev. Duleep Chickera Anglican Bishop of Colombo Rev. George Stephen
President Ceylon Presbyterian Church.

‘ The Bishop Handing over Five boats to fishermen at Thiruvadinilai Chulipuram on
Wednesday 15" February.

It was indeed a joyous occasion!

it On Tuesday, February 15,2005, the Rt. Rev. Dr. 8. Jebanesan officiated at
the handing over of five boat units to 15 families i Kaddupulam, Chulipuram.
Rev. T.S. Joshuva made all the arrangements for purchasing the boats, motors,
. nets, floats, and other equipment and for the ceremony itself. He obtained special
i permission for the handover ceremony to take place in the high security zone so
- that the entire village could attend. Tt was the first time in 15 years thatany of the
* community except the fishermen had visited their land. Also present for the
" handover were several members of the Tsunami Relief Committee: Rev. S. C.
Arnold, Chairman, Mr. Trevor Watson and Mrs. Beverly Watson who, with their

family, had provided one of the boat units, Rev. A. V. Jesuthasan, and myself.

As we approached the site of the ceremony we could see many people
rathered under a large UNHCR tarpaulin. [ could immediately feel the excitement
in the air as we got out of our van. We could see the brightly painted boats, with
their motors attached, bobbing on their anchors in the water, and there were large
piles of sacks overflowing with nets, floats, and other equipment that [ could not v g P?ﬂi.f;hﬁf'}{ET"S:“E‘_’ J{E;:,i::? iR
identify. Children swarmed everywhere, wide-eyed with curiosity. Adults gathered :
in groups or stood alone talking or just watching us and the preparations for the
ceremony. A group of 15 men stood together at one side and were easily
identifiable as the fishermen who, along with their families, would receive the
) boats. The sun was bright, the sea was calm, the air was warm, and the sea
breeze was fresh. Thad a swelling sense of joyous satisfaction as I watched the
faces of the people of that community, trying to read the story of their suffering,
losses, and successes, and knowing that our diocese was doing something really
substantial to help these people get back on their feet for a second or third time.
Thanks to the efforts of Rev. Joshuva and Mrs. Watson this community has
received a great deal of help of various kinds over the last 4 or 5 years, so this

handover was just deepening the connection the JDCSI has with them. The Boat given by the Watson family to the fishermen of
‘ 5 Thiruvadinilai Chulipuram on Wednesday 15" February.

The ceremony consisted of lighting of the lamp (hard to do in that breeze),

prayers, and speeches by Rev. Joshua, Bishop Jebanesan, and one of the fishermen the students of Uduvil Girls’ College. Four large cardboard boxes of mostly
who expressed the thanks of all families. Then it was time to pass out all the school supplies, but some personal items, were divided up among the
equipment. given and received with both serious faces and bright smiles, and children, gifts from Uduvil children who wanted to do their part to help some
some wet eyes. Finally, the boats were drawn close to shore and blessed by tsunami victims.

Bishop Jebanesan. Several of us scrambled to accept an invitation for a short We left with an enormous sense of satisfaction and a determination to
ride in the new boats which were filled with all the men, boys, and childreninthe  quickly supply the remaining three boat units needed so that all the familias
community. After the ride, during which the men pointed out to me where the  can find self esteem again by being self reliant. Those who had not received
tsunani waves had gone, we were bodily carried from the boats to shore —an 3 boat seemed to be celebrating as enthusiastically as those who had. We

experience | have not had since [ was a child!! _ ‘ are grateful to God for leading us in finding a way to be of service to our
[t certainly was a festive occasion! Food and drink were served to all and neighbors. '
then it was time to leave, but not before giving out to the children the gifts sent by -G.B. -
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T'his is the season of Lent. All of us become a
little more religious to some extent during the period
of Lent. Along with increased religious exercises

such as fasting and attendance at more services of

worship and/or bible studies also goes an increased
effort to spare a little more for the Church and for
the needs of'the poor. So far so good. But once Lent
is over we get back to our usual minimums both in
terms of pious exercises and with regard to our
concern for the poor and needy. We believe we have
earned God’s favour for the rest of the vear! Increas-
ingly. however. whether as a special Lenten effort or
otherwise. any participation in religious activities and
any giving to the poor are vetting linked with utilitarian
motives. We tend to think of praver and token good
works as means of making God more favourably
inclined towards us. Unfortunately. some of us pastors
also encourage this tendency. We believe that more
religion is good for people in preparing them for
heaven and in any case as peaple become more and
more religious the income of the Church also increases.
We also convince ourselves that if we do not encour-
age people to become more religious and increase
their giving to the Church sectarians will snatch them
away. Can we stop to think a little more and ask the
daring question, “Does religion help or hinder our
attempts to know God and to live for God?™ And. for
the sake of becoming really godly, would we be
prepared to give up that kind of religion it we find
that it is a hindrance than a help. 1 hope you will
continue to read this article even if vou already know
in your heart the answer is more likely to be along
the disturbing line that religion as we practice il. drives
us away from God than it leads us nearer to God.
Remember. that the writer of this article is a profes-
sional religionist and is not really interested in cutting
the branch on which he is sitting. - Please read on.
Maybe all of us will be helped to take at least one
step together towards getting closer to God.

[ suggest that first of all we take an honest look
at our practice of religion.. Then maybe when we
come to a horrifving realization of how we seek to
deceive and bend God to our wavs. we should ask
whether that realization means that we should give
up religion altogether or is there a way in which religion
could still become the means of relating to God and
being empowered to be God’s servants. So. on to a
brief look at our practices of religion.

First we shall make a list of attitudes and prac-
tices which either dilute or even at times pervert our
religion so that the Gospel gets crowded out and af-
ter the listing we will go on to illustrate what is meant:

e Weaccommodate and contain the sharp chal-

lenges of the Gospel by giving them token
acknowledgement in our worship services and
ignoring them in real life situations.

e Weentertain a deeply rooted division between

the spiritual and the material/mundane things.

e We, also similarly, give greater importance to

the ritual and the symbolic aspects of religion
and neglect the practical implications of which
they are pointers and signs.

o We use religion to justifv and legitimize lot
many culturally validated values and struc-
tures of domination and oppression.

We use religion as a means of securing God s
favour for this life as well as for eternal life.

.Containment of Gospel Challenges

As far back as my memory will take me back. on
every Ash Wednesday the lection for reading has
been Isaiah 58 which says that God is not interested
in our exercises of token foregoing of meals but in
ouractive involvement in removing yokes of oppression
and alleviating the sufferings of the poor and the
needy, even going out and bringing homeless people

God and Religion

into our own homes. The sermons evoke feelings of
cuiltand moods of repentance but that is all. Neither
| nor anvone else does anything about it. In India, at
the cates of every urban church sit twenty to thirty
beggars who are either leprosy stricken or physically
handicapped. Worshippers go in and out without taking
any natice. A few may throw a few paise into their
bowls and pass on quickly,
anything to rehabilitate them and treat them with a
sense of dignity. Of course. the Church runs a few
institutions of care for the leprosy stricken. for the

None of us have done

physically challenged and for the old age people.
[hese are only token gestures. They serve as proxy
and do not help making the worshippers to grow in
love and in concerns for changing the social environ-
ment which pushes many of the unfortunate people
to the margins of life. The question we need to ask is
when such is the reality why should we go on reading
Isaiah 58 vearafter vear. This is just one example of
our adept ways of blunting the sharp challenges of
the Gospel. So too with regard to our lip service
acknowledgement of the Nazareth Manilesto and
many other challenges of our Lord. Token proxy
institutions or setting up departments of social concerns
do not help the people of God 1o be people of God in

God's world.
The Spiritual and the Material

Our 1L ord kept reminding his religious contem-
poraries that God desires merey and not sacrifice.
Contemporary Pharisaic religion had turned Sabbath
into a day to worship God who himsell rests on the
Sabbath Day and revels in the many services of
worship in Palestine and in all the places where the
Jews lived outside Palestine. Jesus reminded them
that the Sabbath was made in order to give rest to
the slaves at least one day in the week. Although he
did not quote Exodus 23: 12 which enjoins the
observance of the Sabbath so that resident aliens and
the home born slaves are refreshed that is almost
certainly the text he alluded to when he said that
Sabbath was made tor people and not people for the
Sabbath especially for people who were otherwise
heavy laden. But we have made the invitation of
Jesus to people who were heavy laden under the
institution of slavery and by spiritualizing the Sabbath
into an invitation meant for us to relieve our burden
of sin and we conveniently forget that Jesus also asked
his yoke upon us. Faithfully following the Jewish
practice of Sabbath observance and ignoring the
challenge of Jesus Sunday has been turned into a
day of rest and worship for the elite and the
comfortable when the domestic helpers have to slog
to make that a day of refreshment for us,

_ Many offices of the pastors carry a poster “Have
vou read your bible today?”. Rarely does any poster
remind people whether they have been conscious
about their obligation to the poor and the oppressed.
I am sure vou can think ol umpteen other examples
to show that how under the pretest of being more
spiritual we have developed an easy escape route to
ignore the spiritual demands of the material and the
mundane.

Prioritizing the Sacred over the Secular

In the parable of the Samaritan Traveler who cared
for the stricken man by the wayside. our lord referred
to a priest and a Levite crossing over to the other
side of the road and proceeding on their journey. Why
did they do that? Were they so hard hearted and
inhuman? Perhaps not. In all probability they were
moved to go near the man. find out whether he was
alive or dead and if he were alive to do something
about it. But the ritual demand that they keep them-
selves pure by not getting defiled by touching a dead
body perhaps made them to cross over to the other
side and go their way. See Numbers 19: 11 which
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savs that anyone touching a dead body shall be
unclean for seven davs., This meant that the priesi
and the Levite cannot enter the Temple for seven
davs. in case the man were already dead. In the
parable Jesus says that the man was left hall’ dead.
perhaps indicating that he was unconscious and
motionless. So their concern for being ritually poor
to serve God prevented them from being humane to
a stricken neighbour. The supposedly irreligious
Samaritan Traveler. however, crossed the boundary
ol his prejudice against a Jew and helped the stricken
man in a complete way.

Many Tamil people still hold the view that a
waman is unclean and therefore unfit to enter the
altar to lead people in worship particularly during her
menstrual periods.  Therefore women's ordination
was delaved for many years and if people with such
views are in positions of leadership in the congregations
it becomes difficult in placing a woman minister in
the congregation. Such hesitations and reservations
have made many young women to olfer themselves
tor be trained and ordained.

Allof us are keen in participating Holy Communion
regularly. but seldom take the obligation to live in a
community of sharing seriously forgetting that the
Holy Communion will not make us to be in communion
with Gad unlesswe also seek 1o be in communion

with one another in real life.
Using Religion to Legitimize Injustice

Human culwres all over legitimize many forms
of domination. oppression and exploitation. While the
bible provides many radical eriticisms of such domi-
nations. unfortunately. italso contains portions which
are culturally conditioned and seems to endorse
cultural patterns of domination and exploitation. We
take such conditioned passages as laving down the
law of life and simply go along with the cultural envi-
rons in which we live.

This can be best illustrated through looking at the
religious scenario of 18" century Britain. An Evan-
gelical Revival of great momentum was sweeping
through the country. This Revival Movement gave
rise to many missionary societies and a world wid:
expansion of Christianity took place in the 19th century.
At the same time however. many British Evangelical
Christians were involved in slave trade. But God
moved the heart of two British Parliamentarians called
Wilberforce and Shaftsbury. They started a nation-
wide campaien against the practice of slave trade
and the institution of slavery. As the campaign was
gathering momentum. an Evangelical Anglican Bishop
wrote a pastoral letter asking all Christians to ignore
“the ignoramus lavmen™. The Bishop contended that
ST Paul did not disapproye of slavers. but exhortad
Christian slaves to serve their masters as il they were
serving God! Fortunately. however. many non eyvan-
velical Christians and the secularized public supported
the campaign and eventually the British Parliament
outlawed slave trade. By the grace of God also Jahn
Newton, a captain of a slave trade ship was touched
by the campaign. He gave up his lucrative job and
became a Christian minister. Earlier the same John
Newton had prayed to God that God should help him
control the rebellious slaves who were struggling for
their freedom and when he succeeded by the power
ol the gun he also thanked God for helping him quell
the mutiny and putting the slaves back on shackles.

Utilitarian Religion

We already referred to the tendency to use piety
and Christian giving as bargain points to secure God’s
favour one way or the other. This tendency is on the
increase so much that independent preachers who
¢laim that their prayers are more efticacious to bring

(Continued 7" Page)
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The following members were confirmed on 06-02-2005 by the Bishop Rt.
Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan of the Church of South India - Jaltha Diocese

1. Rasiah Royce Roshintham

2. Romitha Diloshini Rastah

3. Mahendram David Dineshkumar
4.  Jenita Theva Rangini Mahendran
5. Mahendren Dilshan Thivakumar
6. Mrs. Lalitha Jevaseelan

7. Mirs. Sumithra Naresh

8. Mrs. Vasantharani Mahendran
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healing. to ensure prosperity. to achieve success in business and career are be-
coming popular by the day. Of course they demand a fee for their services in
terms of generous offertory, Some Christians ask “Why not? Do we not give (o
pay you pastors? When vou don’t prove (o be so useful why should we not
approach those with a record of so many answered prayers to our benefit to their
eredit?”

Christian homes display wall texts which assure them of rich blessings. Rich
people write on their wind screens “My presence shall with you™. In my whole
lite only one Christian. a former colleague of mine who is from Britain display a
challenging text in his home. He has in a prominent place in his sitting room as a
wood carving. “Behold the Spoil of the Poor is in vour house™ (Is. 3:14). This he
has in his house to challenge himself and his family. | doknow that this man also
lives a challengingly simple and lavishly generous life.

Notwithstanding such utilitarian attitude towards religion. we do. however,
sing sones ol utter dedication as if we are ever ready to bear the cross and after
cyvery communion service in our praver of thanksgiving we pledge to offer our

whole selves as a living sacrifice to God.
What Needs to be Done?

Firstof all we need to take note that this kind of religion has driven many into
what we may call humanistic atheism. Such persons often display a greater
sense ol commitment to concerns ol justice and communal harmony. Therefore.
should we also follow suitand give up being religious altogether? It is notat all
the intention of this article. We need not be driven to despair.

Our Lord Jesus was a deeply religious person. e often got up early in the
morning to pray and sometimes he spent whale nights in praver so that during the
day he could be free for the people. Of course. this made him very tired at times
and he used the sea crossings to catch up with lost sleep. Jesus was also very
regular at Sabbath worship. He worshipped in the svnagogues of the Pharisees
with whom he shared many believes but whose religiosity he also disapproved.
This means that Jesus as a man ol {aith relied on God to live for people. He also
developed a particular way ol interpreting Seriptures. He knew exactly how to
priorvitize Scriptures which resonated with God’s nature of Love and which
revealed the loving purposes of Ciod tor the whole of humankind and for all of
creation. Not just fora few chosen ones as most of us believe. e also empha-
sized that God purposes could not be achieved with our willing cooperation.

Therefore our religion has to become the religion of Jesus.

Towards such a sea chanue there needs to be a collective reflection and care-
ful and willing reordering of our religion. We pastors need first and foremost be
willing to give the lead without worry mg what this would mean for our continuing
toenjor the perks and privileges of being “Arul Thiru™: ~“Vanakathivkuriva™ etc.
[nstitutional vested interests would be the greatest hindrance besides the risks of
trying to live tor God i this hostile world which through allowing us to be religious
has successtully sabotaced God's purposes. Can this Lent become the real Sca-
son of Spring in our barren Christian Lives?

Dhyanchand Carr.
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C.S.IChurch Velanai with Margosa
tree inside building. Renovation started
on 15" February.
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Jaffna- As I saw it
By Suranga de Mel

I am a man of 28 vears. | was born and raised in a southwestern
coastal town call Moratuwa. [ was educated in a school in Moratuwa and |
did my advanced level studies. After that, I decided to go into the ministry, |
have a sister and a brother. My father is retired from Central Bank of Sri
[Lanka. | have my mother’s loving care throughout the yvears. Now | am
studving theology in the Theological College of Lanka, Pilimatalawa. [ an in

the third vear.

As athird year student. I received the fabulous opportunity to visit Jafina.
Theological College of Lanka (T.C.L.) and Christian Theological Seminary
(C.1.5.) and having an exchange program. This means one semester
some students from T.C.L. go to €. T.S. and the next semester C. T.S. students
go to T.C.L. thus exchanging students. This time | got the chance to come to

:
C. 1.5 with three of my friends.

First. I have to tell about how I grew up. It will help vou to under-
stand me correctly. 1 lost one ol my best friends called Samadhi in the
Ratmalana train bomblast My luther was inside the Central Bank when it
was bombed. Therefore. I grew up in a war mentality and those are my
memory wounds. Because of these. | had rejection feelings toward Tamil
people. However. while [ was in T.C.L. [ had to work with Tamil students.
This gave me an opportunity to understand their attitudes. It is true that we
always blame the other side because we live in separate parts of the country
and never want to understand cach other. However. when [ was working
with these Tamils I had the chance to understand them. That is why [ have
come to Jatina voluntarily: to understand the people living here. Before coming.
I had a very different picture about Jaftna. | thought it was like Ethiopia:
dusty. without any trees and as a waterless deserted plain. However. I was
completely wrong. When | entered into Jaffna. my heart filled with joy
because of its magnificent nature and the acres of plantations. It is marvelous |
and | saw courageous farmers. [ went to Delft and saw all the beautiful sites
and 1t was magnificent. Point Pedro was the same. The beauty of the morning
also is something [ want alwayvs to remember. It is fabulous and [ love this

nature.

During my stay. | found many friends. inC. T.S. and out of the seminary.
Still [ am trying to build up more and more new friendships and have more
discussions so we understand each other. When I heard their stories. | have
realized that these, my friends. also have memory wounds. As [ mentioned
before. these wounds are very painful. unpleasant and unforgettable.
Nevertheless, in this situation we have to attempt to forget and forgive. to
fulfill our goal of peace in this small country. If we pass these wotinded
memories on to the next generation. it means we do not want peace for our
country. My question 1s. are we ;’\-'illing to forgive as Jesus taught us? On the
other hand. are we going to carry on this pain. suffering, and hatred throughout
our lives? When [ talk about "PEACE" there will be someone who wants to
talk about "“WAR’, Friends you have to decide what side you are on. for
PEACE or for WAR.

Friends. Jaffna has lost lot of time. knowledge and peacefulness.
My hope and my wish are to live peacefully with Tamils and other races and
to have a ime of fellowship and a time of happiness. For that we have to mix
up. we have to argue. and we have to take decisions, together. In this period
of M.O.U. Tamils. have to come and visit other parts of Sri Lanka. Sinhalese
also have to come and visit the North and the East. All the races have 1o mix
up. We are all called to the priesthood. In the Old Testament. priests made
sacrifices. but in the New Testament JESUS, the chief priest. became the
sacrifice. If we are followers of JESUS. we have to sacrifice ourselves to
bring peace to this country. In the “Sermon on the Mount™ (Matthew 03;
09) Jesus said. “Blessed are the ‘Peacemakers’, for they shall be called
sons of GOD”. Church Leaders, Priests, Theological students. and my fel-
low Christians, are we doing our duty? Peace be with you in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
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I EDITORIAL

The Symbol of Victory

That the Cross, which once depicted shame and sorrow, became the
symbol of victory and glory by Jesus bearing it, dying on it and resurrecting
from it is a generally accepted truth. But in the daily experience of the
believer’s life it does not always become an expression. There are many
who hasten to express their unbearable burdens and difficulties in terms of
the Cross. Very rarely do we link our faith, hope and joy to the Cross.
But, that should be the meaning of the Cross to us today because the
Cross that symbolizes our Faith today is not the Cross where Jesus still
hangs, but the empty one depicting the resurrected living Jesus in our midst.
In the First Methodist Church of Chicago, some three hundred and twenty
feet above street level is a simple, small Chapel called the *Sky Chapel’, in
which with just two or three seats in which to sit in quiet stands a simple
wire outline of what is called ‘The Empty Cross’. In the heart of this big
city this ‘Empty Cross’ brings the meaningful message that Jesus is no
longer nailed to the dead wood of the Cross as a helpless dead man. He
lives as the Servant and Redeemer in the midst of the slums black settle-
ments, streets reeling with drink. business centers and traffic jams. Itisin
these places that the victory of the Cross should be experienced, pulling
out the drunkard from the gutters, the gangster from his den and the
teen-ager from the ‘strip - tease’ Club. The worshipping Sanctuary’should
not be to us the place housing the Altar from which ‘Litanies of woe’ rise
up to Heaven. It must rather be to us the “battle field” from which our
cries of victory go, not rising up to heaven far above but grounding in
where needs surround.

That s why in Protestant Churches the crosses are empty. The
Bishops wear the Crosses without the image of the sutfering Jesus.

CHRISTIAN COUNSELING

Counseling

Listen long enough and the person will generally come up with an adequate
solution. Mary Kay Ash

When we are weighed down by poverty, and grief makes us sad: when
bodily pain makes us restless, and exile despondent; or when any other
grievance afflicts us, if there be good people at hand who understand the art
of rejoicing with the joyful and weeping with the sorrowful, who know how
to speak a cheerful word and uplift us, then bitterness is mitigated, worries
are alleviated and our troubles are overcome. Augustine of Hippo

Be aware of God's compassion that it heals with oil and wine. Do not lose
hope of salvation. Remember what is written — the one who falls shall rise
again, and the one who turns away shall turn again; the wounded is healed;
the one caught by wild beasts escapes; the one who confesses is not
rejected. For the Lord does not want the sinner to die, but to return and
live. Thereis still time for endurance, time for patience, time for healing, time
for change. Have you fallen? Rise up, have you sinned? Cease. Do not
stand among sinners, but keep away from them. For when you turn back

. and weep, then you will be saved.
Basil the Great, Letter to a monk who had sinned

A minister is not only for public preaching, but to be a known counselor for
their souls. _ Richard Baxter

Just as a tempered metal can sharpen soft or rusty metal, so can a zealous

brother set a tepid one on the right track. John Climacus

There is a medicing in the Bible for every sin-sick soul, but every soul does

not need the same medicine. R.A. Tarney

~ )
OBITUARY

MRS. MARY A. STEPHEN

We are sorry to record the death of Mrs. Mary A. Stephen of Uduvil
which took place on Thursday the 17th of February. She was the wife of
M. A. Stephen who was treasurer of Uduvil Church for many years. The
funeral took place at her residence on the following day. The Rev. S.C.
Arnold conducted the funeral with assistantance of the Rev. Benjamin
Jeyarajah.

The remains were then removed to Malvam Cementry for interment.

. 7

The Dawn of a New Alliance?
(Uthayan Editorial, 16-10-2005)

There are growing speculations that a great many changes may occur in the
political scene in south Sri Lanka based on public differences in the south
Sri Lanka’s ruling People’s Alliance.

It is impossible in today’s climate for the inflexible Sri Lankan Freedom
Party and the JVP to form an alliance, run together and conduct a new
government or for this government to last. The chances of them working
together are low.

The time approaches when the honeymoon between the SLFP and JVP
ends and the break-up begins.

Those who are aware of the issue say this Government’s lifespan can now
be counted in days.

What’s next? The question now being raised by observers and analysts is
this politics?

Having cut the JVP. will the two major Sinhala parties, the United National
Party and the Sri Lanka Freedom Party, come to an understanding for unity;
can they also agree among themselves to rule in the style of a national gov-
ermment?

Or, according to the philosophy of “the enemy of my enemy is my friend.’
will the JVP and the UNP join together and hone a plan to humiliate President
Kumaranatunga?

Many assert that there is no chance of them joining together. But that is not
true. The inside story is that fervent maneuverings are occurring behind the
scenes.

Regardless. however it may be, there is no avoiding a change in parties and
the formation of new alliances.

But, there will only be one basic issue which will decide the change the
parties and upon which the new alliance can be formed.

This will be a decision relating to the policy of how to handle the matter of
Tamil Eelam and the Liberation Tigers.

The political reality of today is that this matter will be central for any alliance.
We must admit that the break up of the present alliance is due to this problem.
An alliance which was formed mainly to capture power, without any definite
policy regarding the ethnic problem or peace initiatives, is now breaking p
due to those issues. Hereafter, any alliance that is formed will have to f* st
come to a definite policy regarding the ethnic problem, and it is only upon
that agreement that the alliance will hold.

That is, whether the south Sri Lankan political alliance will continue or whether
anew alliance will be formed will be decided on the basis of how to handle
the issue of the Liberation Tigers.

The basic reason for the breakup of the current alliance is the confusion
which has arisen over how to handle this matter. They did not come to an
understanding about how to handle the Tamil Eelam issue — the matter of the
LTTE — ethnic conflict — or how to advance the peace efforts. Hereafter,
any alliance will have to first look into these matters.

However it may be, the confusion in southern Sti Lankan politics is pressuring
the southern Sri Lankan political leadership to take a firm decision on this
matter, make it public, and act upon it. And it is a good thing that this confusion
has come about this way.

Justice can only be born in confrontation, they'say.

The confusion which has emerged in south Sri Lankan politics should pave
the way for a solution to the Tamil problem; Tamils hope that a opportune
situation has emerged which will advance the stalled peace efforts.

If an alliance emerges in southern Sri Lanka which will take action to
advance the peace efforts without any obstacles Tamil M.P.s will consider
supporting such an alliance on the basis of that condition.

It would also be good for those who are trying to forge alliances to pay
close attention to that, too.
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