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Iughwousness Exalteth A Nation.

A Summer School of Theology

Under the Aegis of |
The Christian Theological Seminary

Equipping God’s Peo)le
For God s Mission

Lecturers
Rt. 1 3 ‘ Jebaresan
. RevoDr. un-{ ¢sind Car* (C.T.S)
. Rev. Dr. M. w__"?'*xanava:‘.m (from T.T.S., Madurai)
. Rev. T. Theva.iesan (C.T.S)
. Jev. Benjamin Jeyaraj (C.T.S) I
"I‘ ev. Enoch Punitharajah

&

Others drawn from Other Churches & Instituticnis

_cr-cn»raono:—

\ S Dates
From Saturday, 23" April, 05 to 7 May, 05
Three Saturdays and Six Week Day Late Afternoons

_J.!l : 1. 7 s Venue m
i Tk Heuse o Hope Seminar Hall, "
‘ 1| ¥ o0 Il e, Y
5 i M : A s T e --—_———-_y/

T Themes to be Covered

1. Und- .standing the Ribic

e Wl 2t the Bibl: is and what =5 Not
o [ea . mgte «ealtue Bible v it Jesus
S i wvicdel Bibie ke angs
. Undevstanding Christian Doctrines
e God and God’s Purposes
e Redemption through the Son and Sanctification through the Holy Spi« R
e The Nature of Christian Hope
>. Understanding Christain Mission
¢ God’s Just Reign in the Realm of Culture and Society
¢ God’s Just Reign in the Realm of Politics
e God’s Just Reign in the Realm of Plurality of Faiths
4. Understanding Contextual Theologies
e The Struggles for Freedom
e The Women’s Quest for Equality
e The Sub Altern Struggles for Dignity
6. Understanding the Ecumenical Movement
e Culture and Counter Culture Through the Media
e The World of Commerce and the Pressure of Advertisements
e The Narrative Medium

rd

Who Can Join?
All people of God (lay and ordained)
Fees Rs. 250/-

The Process of Registration
Please Contact Rev. T. Thevanesan, Registrar, Christian Theological Seminary,

- Chunnakam. Last Date for receiving application: 01.04.05.

The Method of Study
Through Lecture Seminars, Hand out Study Material and through Panel Discussion.

Course Certificate
For all those who participated with regularity and commitment a Course Completion
Certificate will be provided.

N.B. Meals and Refreshments during sessions wi:l be provided. Week day late
afternoon sessions will begin at 4.30 p.m. and end at 7.30 p.m. On the three
Saturdays the sessions will begin at 9.30 a.m. and conclude at 4 p.m. Because of
the participatory nature of the course we can take only amaximum of 30 who will
oe admitted on a first come first in basis. ;

But Sin is a Reproach to any people

by the Rev. P. Thevamithiran.

SRI LANKA,

JAFFNA DIOCESE OF THE CHURCH
OF SOUTH INDIA

DIOCESAN COUNCIL
February 25 & 26 March 2005

The Morning Devotions

The first day devotions were according to Carnatic Music order of service led
The sermon was preached by Rev. Dr.
Dhyanchand Carr. The second days worship service wes conducted in English
by the Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan.

BISHOP CHARGE

..‘
2

The Bishop in hi= charge thanked the Diocesar-““suncil ofthe si ©oithey

gave given him durirg *hé past 12 years. He be ~dhis o ligont -7V oa
nov. «lismiss your servani in peace” e
Luke2:.29

(1=

W - d. ")
VOTES {)F CONDOLENCZE s
Votes of « m‘clence ware passed on the death o®th= " 'lowing * #* two miil-

- gile L wassiserved adizmark of respec: ‘= departed souls.
L. "he Late R¢. Rev. Vasanth P. Darain by the KL KeV, it g !’ :m. Je
7. [ne vaie Mahila Rajasingam by Mrs. Shiranee Mills '

3. The Late Mr. K.D. Arasaratnam by Mr. C.D. Chinnakone &

Sports Meet 2005 at U&ﬁ.ﬁﬂ: :

Uduvil Girls College saw anothcr colos “.ieventinits Seaior Sekoc i S, “rts
Meet held on Friday the 4% of March. The Chief Grest it the Meet was Mrs.
Regina Iruthayanathan, Zonal Director of Education, v 10 was greeted and es-
corted to the grounds which was a-blaze with colours of blue, green, yellow and
red. The Meet began with a prayer by Rev. S. C. Arnold, Parish Priest followed
by the hoisting of the College Flag by the Principal Ms. Shiranee Mills and the
House Flags by the Teachers in Charge of the Houses namely, Mrs. Ranji
Sivakumar, Mrs. Saras Sivalingarajah, Mrs. Bavananthini Uthayanan ad Mrs.
Jebi Sudharshan, M. The Olympic Torch was then ceremoniously lit to the words
of Kofi Annan during the Olympic Games of 2004, read by the Announcers
both in English and in Tamil:

“The greatest moment of the race is not the touching of the wall, or when
one swimmer begins to pull ahead of the pack: The greatest moment takes
place before the pistol even fires, when, for a brief'time, no nation is greater
or smaller, stronger or weaker, than any other. For me, that is the Olympic mo-
ment.”

Should the Olympics be more a celebration of equality than excellence,
then?

The House Marching Squads honored those who had lost their lives in the tsunami
disaster with an impressive and solemn March Past at the end of which the House
Flags dipped and those on the Sports ground observed two minutes silence. The
Games Captain, Pratheepa Sellathurai and the House Captains then walked up
to the Chief Guest and under the shadow of their House Flags took their oaths as
Flouses — Winslow, Agnew, Howland and Bookwalter. Then the Chief Guest
declared open the Sports Meet of the year 2005 and to the cheers of the stu-
dents the events began.

There was healthy competition among the Houses with Agnew House faking the
lead at the beginning of the Meet but giving up its place to Howland at the end of
the Meet. Another highlight of the event was the modern Contra Dance by sixty
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Diocesan Council 2005

The following were appointed to the Various Boards and Committees.

The Finance & Property Board
The Bishop.

Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Jabanesan

The Tresurer, ACM.- Convenor
The Secretary, JDCSI.

The Tresurer, JDC Pension Fund.
Mr. N.A. Vimalendran,

Mr. G. Rajanayagam.

Mr. N.V. Jeyakumar.

Mr. S. Thevananthan

The Rev. Dr. D.S. Thiagarajah
Mrs. Shiranee Mills

Counseling Programme Committee
The Bishop

Mrs. 8.V. Jebanesan

Dr. Mrs. C. Ambalavanar.

Dr. Miss C.V. Sellaiah.

Mrs. I. Jeyakumaran.

Mrs. T. Thiagarajah - Convenor.
Mr. N.A. Vimalendran.

The Rev. S.C. Amold.

The Rev. G. Nadarajah.

The Rev. T.H. Vasanthakumar.
The Rev. Jude Sutharsan.

The Evangeliétic Board
The Bishop

The Rev. 1'S. Joshua - Convenor, North of EP

The Rev P.R. Navendranugoolan -
Convenor,South of EP

The Rev. S.C. Arnold.

The Rev. A.V. Jesuthasan.

The Rev. I. Rajkumar.

The Rev. V. Rajkumar.

The Rev. Antony Suthagar.

The Rev. P.J. suriyakumar

The Rev. V.N. Tharmakulasingam

President, Women'’s Fellowship.
Bp. S. Jebanesan 60" B’Day
Endowment Fund.

The B'shop

Rt, Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan

Mr. N.A. Vimalendran - Convener
Mrs. [. Jeyakumaran,

Mr. C.D. Cinnakone.

Dr. Miss C.V. Lellaiah.

Mrs. V. Rajaratnam.

Mr. A. Jeyarajan.

Mr. A. Gnanathasan.

Mrs. T. Thiagarajah

Ministerial Candidates Committee.
The Bishop

The Rev. 8.C. Arnold.

The Rev. P.R. Navendranugoolan.

Mr. G. Rajanayagam

MTrs. Shiranee Mills

Mr. N.A. Vimalendran

Foreign Mission Committee.
Miss. S.P. Kulasingam. - Convener
Director, REB.

Mr. S. Sinnathamby.

Mrs. 1. Jeyakumaran

Mr. S. Devananthan.

The Rev. G. Nadarajah.

Church House Administrative

Committee.

The Bishop

Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan

The Treasurer, ACM - (Chairman)
Presbyter. Colombo Church

Mr. S.P. Gunaseelan

Mr. C.D.Cinnakone,

Mr, A.Gnanathasan,

Mrs. Vasanthy Rajaratnam,
Mrs. §. Watson

Mr. J. Jeyakumar.

Mr. Milroy R.Selvarajah -(Tresurer &Manager)
Morning Star Committee.
The Bishop

Manager, Morning Star.
Manager, ACM Press.

English Editor.

Tamil Editor.

Mr. S.P. Jeevanantham.

Mr. A. Rajasingam.

Rev. D.S. Solomon.

The Rev. D.R. Ambalavanar.
The Rev. A.B. Thevathas.

Rev, Dr. D.S. Thiagarajah.

Life & Work Committee.
The Bishop.

The Rev. S.C. Arnold.

The Rey. Anthony Sawerimuthu.
Rev. T.H.Vasanthakumar

Mr. A. Gnanadasan

Mr. S.R. Jesupalan

Literature Committee.
The Bishop.

The Rev. D.R.Ambalavanar.
The Rev. B.Thevathas.

Mrs. K. Bavasingam.

Rev. A.S.Thevagunananthan
Rev. A.V.Jesuthasan

Rev. V.Rajkumar

Mrs. E.S.Jeyanesan.

Panel for Arbitration &
Diocesan Court.

Clergy.

The Rev. Dr. D.S. Thiagarajah
The Rev. S.C. Arnold.

The Rev. P.R. Navendranugoolan
The Rev. P.J.Suriyakumar
The Rev. V. Rajkumar

Laity.

Mr. G. Rajanayagam.

Mr. A. Rajasingam.

Mr. A. Gnanathasan.

Dr. Miss C.V. Sellaiah.

Mr. S.R. Jesupalan

Clergy Pension Fund.
The Bishop

The Secretary, JDCSI

The Treasurer, JDCSI.

The Treasurer, Clergy
Pension Fund

Secretary, Workers,Union.
Mrs. 8.V. Jebanesan

Rev. D.S. Solomoin.

The Rev. S.C. Arnold.

Social Action and Developrnent

Board.

The Bishop

The Treasurer, ACM.
Property Manager.
The Rev. S.C. Arnold.
The Rev. A.V. Jesutasan.
The Rev. T.S. Joshua.
Mr. N.A. Vimalendran,
Rev. I. Rajkumar.

Mr. S. Devananthan.
Mr. S.R. Jesupalan.
Mr. J. Thurairatnam

A C M Press.

The Bishop

The Manager, A C M Press.
The Manager, Morning Star
The Rev. S.C. Arnold.

Mr. A. Jeyarajan.

Mr. N.A. Vimalendran.

Mr. M. Pathmanathan.

Mr. N.V. Jeyakumar.

Reyv. I. Rajkumar

Rev. B. Jeyarajah

Rev. T.E. Ashokumar.

Religious Education Bc jard..
The Bishop.

Director, REB.

Convener, Music Committe ;e
Mrs. S. Jebamohan
Mr.G.Rajanayagam.

The Rev.S.C.Amold.

The Rev.V.Rajkumar.

The Rev.V.Pathmathayalauw |
The Rev.D.S.Solomon

Mr.A.C Frances.

Rev.A.S. Thevagunanara than
Building Committ.e e,
The Bishop

Property Officer— Cr o1 yvener.
Mr. 8. Devananthan,

The Treasurer, ACM v

Rev. . Rajkumar

Mr. T.A. Eamest

Mr. G.D. Newton

Bishop Kulerid; :an Foundation.

The Bishop

The Treasurer, ACM.

The Secretary, CTS Council.

Mr. G. Rajanayagam.

The Rev. §.C. Arnold.

Mrs. K. Bavasingam

Mr. N.A. Vimalendran — Convener.

Diocesan Charities Fund.

The Bishop

The Treasurer, ACM.- Convener

Mr. N.A. Vimalendran,

Mr. A. Rajasingam.

Dr, Mrs. C. Ambalavanar,

Mrs. 1. Jeyakumaran.

Mrs. Shiranee Mills. - Joint Treasurer
Rev. S.C. Arnold - Joint Treasurer

Jaffna Seripture Examination
Committee.

The Bishop.

“he Director, REB - Convener
Co-Director, REB

Rev. 8.C. Amold

Suprintd Minister, Method.Church, Jaffna
Mrs. [. Jeyakumaran.

Mrs. E.S. Jeyanesan.

PPrincipal, Uduvil Girls College,
Principal, Jaffna College.

Mrs. K. Bavasingam x
Arch Deacon, Jaffna Anglican Church

Music Committee.

Mrs. Shiranee Mills - Convener
Mrs. S.V. Jebanesan.

The Rev. Milton Solomon.

Mrs. K. Mahendrakumar..

‘Mrs. E.T. Jeyarajan.

Mr.P. Thevamithran.

Director, REB.
Rev.G.D.Mynaseelan

Women’s Fellowship.
Mrs. S.V. Jebanesan - President,
idr. Mirs, C. Ambalavanar.
Dr Vigs C.V. Sellaiah.
Mrs. 1. Jeyakumaran

Mrs. E.S. Jeyanesan.

Mrs. A, Vimalendran.
Mrs. R, Jeyaratnam.

Mrs. K. Mahendrakumar.
Mrs. K. Bavasingam.
Mrs. M.P. Devakumar.
Mrs. S. Thevanesan

Children’s Home Board.
The Bishop

The General Manager,Homes
Mrs. S.V. Jebanesan.

Dr. Mrs. C. Ambalavanar.
Mrs. 1. Jeyakumaran.

Mr. A. Jeyarajan.

Mr. S.R. Jesupalan.

Rev. S.C. Arnold.

Rev. S. Jeyanesan.

Rev. Dr. D.S. Thiagarajah (Chairman)
Rev. P.R. Navendranugoolan

SLCCCA.

The Bishop

The Rev. Dr. D.S. Thiagarajah.
Bible Society.

Rev.Dr.D.S. Thiagarajah

T.T.S. Council.

The Bishop.

Women Center.

The Bishop.

Mrs., S.V. Jebanesan.
Mrs. K. Mahendrakumar.
Mrs. S. Jebamohan.
Mrs. Shiranee Mills

~ Manager,ACM Press.
Mr. Arul Joseph

Medical Board.

1. Rt.Rev.Dr.S.Jabanesan
2. Rev,A, Jeyakumaran.
3. Dr.C.V.Selliah

Uduvil Girls College.
1.Rt. Rey. Dr. S. Jebanesan
2.Rev. S.C. Amold

3 Mrs. E.T. Jeyarajan
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Jaffna College-Board of Directors.
Rt.Rev.Dr.S Jebanesan

U T C Bangalore.
The Bishop.

Manager,Uduvil Girls College.
Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan

Tresurer, JDCSI / ACM
Mr. Annappah. Jeyarajan,

Tresurer, JDC Pension Fund.
Mr. £ R. Jesupalan

C M C Vellore.
Mrs. A. Gnanadasan

Director, REB.
The Rev. A. Jeyakumaran

C L S. Colombo
Mrs. T. Thiagarajah.

Navajevanam Company.

The Rev. PR. Nave. dranugoolan.

The Rev. T. Jeyachandran

Mr. G. Rajanayagam

Rev. Rev. P. Thevarajah

Morning Star.

Editor- Eng. Mrs. T. Thiagarajah.
Asst. — Mrs. 8.V. Jebanesan

Editor Tamil — Mr. PN. Jeyaseelan.
Asst. —  Mrs. K. Bavasingam.

Manager. - Rev. G. Nadarajah.

C.S.L.Synod-2006 —Clergy

Rev. Dr. D.S. Thiagarajah

Rev. B. Thevathas

Rev, A, Jeyakumaran

Substitute: Rev. P.R. Navendranugoolan

Internal Audi“~vs
Mr. E Richard.

M §.C. Karunendran.
Ms. Rutnam & Co.

Medical Board

Tt e Bishop

Medical Superintendent
Mr. A. Jeyarajan

Dr. VR. David

Rt. Rev. Dr. £ Jebanesan
Rev. A. Jeyaku.naran
Rev. A.V. Jesuthasan
Mr. C.D. Cinnakone

Dr. Henry Rajaratham
Mrs. L. Jeyakumaran

Dr. Mrs. A. Gnanadason

Executive Committee

Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan The Bishop
Rev. M. Solomon Secretary
Mr. A. Jeyarajan Treasurer
Rev. Dr. D.S. Thiagarajah

Rev. A. Jeyakumaran

Rev. P.R. Naveendranugoolan

Rev. T. Thevanesan

Rev. S. Jeyanesan

Mr. G. Rajanayagam

Mr. K. Ariyadass

Mr. Lynton Thevarajah

Mr. S.R. Jesupalan

Mr. N.V. Jeyakumar

Dr. (Miss) C.V. Shelliah

Mrs. Inthra Thavanayagam

Mrs. S. Jebamohan

Mrs. S.P. Gulasingam

Mr. V. Mithira Ranjan

Mr. S. Ratnavel

Mr. 8.J. Selvarajah

Mrs. Shiranee Mills Principal, UGC
Dr. Mrs. C. Ambalavanar Medical Supdt

(One year)

Uduvil Girls® College
The Bishop

Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan
Mrs. Shiranee Mills

Rev. Dr. D.S. Thiagarajah
Rev. A. Jeyakumaran
Rev. S.C. Amold

Mrs. Inthra Thavanayagam
Mrs. E.T. Jayarajan

Mr. G. Rajanayagam
Rep. - OGA

Principal, UGC
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(Rasiah Royee Ros!:intham, Romitha D:!cshini Rasiah, Mal.. ndram David
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THE MORNING STAR —_A? Friday 11" Mar.

God and Prayer

During this season of Lent | would like to discuss another important
theme topical to the seasen. It is, God and prayer. There is a wide
acclaim by some popular preaciers and itis readily bought oy people at
large, that we can achieve anything by asking God. Prayer is reduced
to sending petitions to God for the imagined as well as for the real
needs. If we don’t get what we have been asking for there are these
gifted intermediaries through whose prayers of recommendation God
can be made to do what God has been reluctant ta do so far.

Personal testimonies of answere¢ prayers abound. Occasianally one
hears also of ridiculous testimonies which bring dishonour to God rather
than glory to God. For example, one school going boy of 14 once wrote
to a magazine run by a popular preacher with whom he had registered
himself as a “Young Partner”. In his letter he said that on the night
before an exam he went to bed with a lot of nervousness but went to
sleep after committing everything to God in prayer and remembering
that the preacher would also be praying for him. Early in the morning,
God woke him from sleep and as he was getting up he could clearly hear
someone whispering into his ears the questions that were going to
appear in the question paper that day. He jumped out of bed and
hurriedly memorized the answers. Exactly, as he had been told, the
same questions appeared in the paper and he wrote the exams so well
that he came out first in the class. This testimony revealed first and
foremost, how foolish it was to attribute to God such criminal indul-
gence in order to help those who prayed to him. It also spoke much
about the moral convictions of the preacher himself who published
such aletter as a testimony. One could go on with many such stories
which appear in these magazines. What is distressing even more is
that one often finds such magazines lying in the sitting rooms of
educated middle class Christian homes who are members of our con-
gregations. Most pastors take little effort at challenging such testi-
monies. Group prayer sessions organized in order to secure God's
blessings i.e. to ensure God's favour for buying a car, for buying a
home, for securing promotions...are becoming popular by the day.

In the midst of such gross misunderstanding about God and about
prayer, let us take time to understand the teaching of our Lord on
prayer and seek to reorder our prayer life accordingly. We do need to
7ray but learn to pray not so much for ourselves but to bring glory to
God by seeking the furtherance of God's Just Reign.

Learning to Pray from Jesus

First of all let us take all the affirmations about prayer our Lord
made. He did s&y that if we ask we shall re_sv (Matt. 6:8; 7:7-11
and parallels in the cther two Gospels and Ma::. -.18fin corporate
prayer). In the Fourth Gospel, Jesus also encouraged us to pray in his
Name giving the assurance that whatever is asked and sought after in
his Name God would be pleased to give ar do with haste (14:12-14;
15:78&16: 16:23-24) . But we need to remember all the qualifying
statements that went along with those affirmations about prayer and
about God's unceasing willingness to rush to the side of those in
distress, to satisfy all legitimate aspirations and to honour the Name of
God's Son. We also need to understand what exactly Jesus meant by
asking in his Name. If we are to understand our Lord’s teaching on
prayer aright then we need to look at the example of his own prayer life
into which the Gaspel writers give us a fittle glimpse. We also should
understand the Lord’s Prayer and the emphases in it. We shall do
these two things before we get back to understanding the qualifying
statements and the meaning of praying in the name of Jesus.

Our Lord's Example
The first three Gospels as they begin to narrate the story of Jesus’
ministry tell us of his spending time in prayer and fasting for forty days
at a stretch and Matthew and Luke also tell us of three specific
temptations he met and won. This victory he won should be attributed
to:
his absolute reliance on God to sustain him,
his utter commitment to honour only God,
aresolute determination never to seek popularity or fame
for himself
- and on aclear understanding of how to interpret the bible.
Prior to embarking upon the forty days of fasting and praying, all
three Gospels tell us of the decent of the Holy Spirit upon him and Luke
specifically points out that the coming down of the Spirit of God
happened when our Lord was praying after his baptism. We should
therefore, infer that right through the forty days he had the guidance
of the Spirit in understanding the heavenly declaration that he was
God's Beloved (i.e. he wasin fact the Son of God) and that this meant
that he was to live and work in accordance with the experience of the
Servant of the Lord in the hook of Isaiah, to bring the new Law of
Justice into operation, to bring healing to the afflicted, to announce the
Good News of God's Just Reign breaking in and to face the inevitable
confrontation all such activities would eficit from the powers that be.

It was because he was intensely concentrating upon understanding the

meaning of the heavenly vaice and was expressing his utter submission
to God that he did not feel hunger or thirst. The foregoing of food and
drink was incidental to this utter concentration and it was by no means
a pressure tactics to secure God's favour. The wilderness was the
symbolic abode of the powers of evil and he was led into it by the Spirit
in order to show that his ministry was going to be one of continuous
confrontation with the powers of evil who may have dwelit in the
wilderness but operated in the world. We should take note that his
intense concentration in prayer had no elements of personal ambition,
or any craving for vindication of his divinity and authority. Jeus' reso-
[ute refusal to make bread from stones to appease his hunger was not

By: Dhyanchand Carr

in any way compensated for by God taking steps to feed him in any
special way. In all this, it is absolutely important to remember that
though Son o God Jesus was through arid through human. Jesus diu
not know the end from the beginning. In other words Jesus was not
play acting his humanity. That is why hislife of prayer should be seen
as amodlel for us. -

Jesus biegan his misistry with a call to repent and an announcement
of the drawing near of God's Just Reign. His teaching was immedi-
ately acknowledged that it was with a sense of authority, because he
knew that what he was preaching was genuinely true well attested by
his own commitrpent.

Therefore, Jesus did not seek any other attestation. He did not need
to publish testimonies to gain popularity. Rather, when evil spirits
recognized who he was and started yelling he shut them up. After
many healings he is reparted to have enjoined silence as to who it was
that healed them. All this was possible because he had a clear under-
standing about his call and had been prepared to meet the challenges of
his call by the power of the Haly Spirit.

Jesus kept up the practice of praying and drawing upori the well
springs of God prior to all new ventures. Luke says that Jesus prayed
all night before appointing the Twelve as his special emissaries (Lk,6:12f)
Mark calls our attention to Jesus’ going out to a lonely place early in
the morning to pray before launching the Galilean Preaching Tour(1 :35)
This alsa means he made a deliberate attempt to keep his prayer life
secret for he prayed in the night or early in the morning by withdrawing
inta lonely places. He did not parade his prayer life, wellin accordance
with his teaching to the disciples. There were, hawever, occasions
when he burst into a spontaneous acclamation of praise in public {i.e.
when the Seventy returned with joy reporting the success of their
mission see Lk.10:21f) ar into an expression of agonized prayer (i.e.
when the inevitable prospects of having to face the crucifixion loomed
large in his mind, see Jn.12:27f). It is ndteworthy that when the
disciples said that the evil spirits cheyed themin his Name he took na
credit. He also asked the disciples not ta get elated about the power
they enjoyed. Rather, they should find satisfaction in that God had
enlisted them for God’s service, for that is what it means to have our
names inscribed in heaven. Then he praised God for revealing great
mysteries to babes and infants hiding them from the wise and the
powerful. On the second occasion reported in John's Gospel, we are
provided with a key to interpret the prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane

_ reported only in the first three Gospels. John gives us to understand
\_ that Jesus wrestled in his own mind whether he ought to pray to be

del. zred from the terrible pros,.. . of facing the crucifixion =< came
1o the firm conclusion that seeking God's glory rather than his own
security shauld be his prime concern. This commitment was immedi-
ately acknowledged and affirmed by a heavenly voice.
In sum, we can say simply that his prayers were answered in full
measure in that:
- Jesus sought and received the Holy Spirit
Through the Holy Spirit Jesus was given wisdom to
discern God's will for his life.
Through the Holy Spirit he learnt to discern the subver-
sive and subtle ways of the powers of evil at work in
the field of religion, in politics and in the lives of people.
Through the Holy Spirit Jesus was given the wisdom to
understand the real Nature of God and of God's pur-
poses, in the wilderness of much religious confusion
about them and to put God firstin all things. This made
it possible for him to resist all temptations.
Through the Holy Spirit he remained steadfast till his
death on the Cross.

The Lord's Prayer

Before we go into a brief analysis of the Lord’s Prayer, let us
recall some facts and ask a pertinent question. The Lord's Prayer
forms part of the Roman Catholic liturgy, of all Orthadox denomina-
tions and of all main line protestant churches so called. This means
that it is prayed millions of times every day the world over and
many times more on Sundays. “Why does it remain unanswered till
taday?” This is the pertinent question that we need to ask and
seek an answer. We can say very simply neither as individuals nor
corporately as churches do we mean what we say in and through
the Lord's Prayer. We are not consumed by the passion for the
coming of God’s Just Reign on earth. All of us are, however, intent
an going to heaven. Our prayer for the daily bread proves tobe a
joke for all of us who have assured sources of income and we are
least concerned that those who do not have enough to eat ought to
be provided for through our participating in their struggles for a
legitimate share of God's provisions for all. Our prayer for forgive-
ness an the basis of our own forgiving these indebted to us or those
whoa hurt us also proves to be a farce. Finally we are least con-
cerned to understand that we have been deceived by many lies

“~_ which pass for truth as a result of the clever and subversive

activity of the powers of evil. But we pray nevertheless for
deliverance from the temptation to sin. Having prayed hypocriti-
cally we end the prayer with the ascription ascribing to God the
Kingdom, the Power and the Glory. Having seen this, let us return
to Jesus’ teaching on prayer and find out whether we have under-
stood his teaching aright.

" The Qualifying Statements in Jesus’ Sayings on Prayer
The parable of the Importunate Widow who pestered an unjust
judge and wrenched what she wanted from his hands through
sheer persistence(Lk.18:1-8) and Jesus’ sayings about Asking,
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DECLARATION OF THE
RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Based un the Geneva declaration of the Rights
of the Child of 1524 and the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the UN proclaims the Declaration of the
Rights of the Child. The abridged form is as follows.
Principle 1 '

Every child, without any exception whatso-
ever. shall be entitled to these rights, without distinction
or discrimination on account of race, color, sex, language,
religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin,
property, birth or other status, whether of himself or of
higfamily.

Principle 2

The child shall enjoy special protection, and
shall be given opportunities and facilities, by law and
by other means, to enable him to develop physically,
mentally, morally, spiritually and socially.
Principle 3

The child shall be entitled from his birth to a
name and a nationality.

Principle 4

The child shall enjoy the benefits of social
security. The child shall have the right to adequate
nutrition, housing, recreation and medical services.
Principle 5

The child who is physically, mentally or socially
handicapped shall be given the special treatment,
education and care required by his particular condition.
Principle 6

The child, for the full and harmonious develop-
ment of his personality, needs love and understanding.
Society and the public authorities shall have the duty
to extend particular care to children without adequate
means of support.

Principle 7

The child is entitled to receive education.
Which shall be free and compulsory, at least in the
elementary stages”?

The child shall have full opportunity for play

“and recreativn. which should be diiecied to the same
purposes as education; society and the public authorities
shall endeavor to promote the enjoyment of this right.
Principle 8

The child shall in all circumstances be among
the first to receive protection and relief.
Principle 9

The child shall be protected against all forms
of neglect, cruelty and exploitation. He shallnot be the
subject of traffic, in any form. The child shall not be
admitted to employment before an appropriate minimum
age.

Principle 10

The child shall be protected from practices

which may foster racial, religious and any other form of
discrimination.
Sesking and Knocking are the most perversely understood because
we fail to take any serious note of the qualifying comments embed-
ded in them. The parable of the widow was meant to teach by
contrast and not to teach by comparison. God is not to be equated
with the unjust judge but should be seen through contrast. Evenif
an unjust judge finally relented how quickly the Compassionate God
will respond to prayers of the faithful was the intent of Jesus in
that parable. -

The sayings encouraging asking, seeking and knocking also con-
tain the same element of contrast and one other element often
over looked. Jesus cites the example of a reluctant friend who will
give what his friend asks for and points to the improbability of any
father giving to his child a snake instead of a fish and a stone
instead of bread and goes on to say that even sinful and evil people
give only good gifts to their own children how certain that God
would give nothing but good things to God’s children when they ask.
The interesting thing to be noticed here is what is meant by the
“Good Gift”. Luke clarifies. The Good Gift that God would readily
and speedily give s the Holy Spirit in order to enable us to live and
work like our Lord himself did. Of course, lots and lots of peaple do
pray for the Holy Spirit. But what for? Surely, not to be empow-

g -ered tolive alife of obedience seeking God’s glory alone. They ask

" for the Holy Spiritin the same way Simon Magus sought the gift of
the Holy Spirit for self glory and pompous manifestations of power
{see Acts 8:9-13&18-24). There s little love for God and practi-
cally no love for the peaple. Inas much therefare, as the prayer for
the Holy Spirit s not really for the same reasons for which Jesus
sought the Holy Spirit we need to put a big question mark an the
claims of the experience of the Gift of the Holy Spirit whether they
really are of the Spirit of God or whether thase claims indicate the
waork of some other spirit.

(Cont... Next The Moning Star’
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.

Evangelical Christianity, War and Politics in the
United States

All observers, right and left, now agree that the reelection of American
President George W. Bush last November was built upon the mobilization
by the Bush team of evangelical Christians in the United States. Surveys
found that the single largest group of voters, some 22%, cast their votes
upon the basis of what they called ‘moral values.” All' buta small minority
of that group voted for Mr. Bush. Other polls found that, in general, people
who go to church on a regular basis largely voted for the current President.
And a growing proportion of church goers in the United States are
evangelicals and socially conservative.

As in Jaffha and elsewhere, evangelical Christianity in the US is spreading
at the expense of what used to be called “main line,” or ‘mainstream,’
churches. Churchgoers in these ‘mainline” groups, such as Episcopalians
and Congregationalists, tended to vote for the Democratic candidate, John
Kerry. But, alas, we can hardly call them ‘mainstream’ anymore. Granted,
the vote was close: Mr. Bush defeated his challenger by only 2%. And not
all ‘evangelicals’ voted for Mr. Bush: many called in to radio chat shows
after the vote protesting vehemently against the claim that evangelicals were
responsible for Mr. Bush's victory — ‘I'm evangelical, and I did not vote for
him,’ they complained. Nevertheless, it was the evangelicals —specifically
right wing, “socially conservative’ evangelicals —that became the bulwark
against a humanistic and reasoned intervention by the Democratic Party in
contemporary American policy against the war in Iraq.

This fact might give us all pause as we contemplate the impact of the
[United States in the world today and the role of Christians within the United
States. The war, as we all now know, was waged upon the basis of what
rurned out to be false information and, many suspect, intentional misinfor-
mation about Saddam Hussein’s possession of weapons of inass destruction.
izarrely, polls showed that a majority of Americans believed that Saddam
Hussein was linked to the attack on the World Trade Center on September
11,2001. Two independent commissions demonstrated the falsity of both
claims well before the election. And yet, somehow, right wing evangelicals
still felt that the Bush Administration embodied their ‘moral values.’

The moral values of which they are concerned predominantly involve
two issues surrounding reproduction and the kinds of affective bonds that
arise among men and women in contemporary western society, i.e. the rights
of women to control their own Lidies and the rights of people of the same
sex to be married. Both issues are tough ones for Christians all over the
world, and mainstream churches in the US today, (e.g. the Episcopalians),
find themselves almost alone on some of these issues in international
conferences (e.g. the Anglican Communion). Nevertheless, evangelicals in
the US today appear obsessed by issues surrounding sex and sexuality.
And this obsession leads them to support, upon the basis of moral values,
an administration that prosecuted a war on false pretenses, promotes a
poiicy which rejects the Geneva conventions for the ethical treatment of
prlsoners and, ultimately, has needlessly killed more people than anyone
can accurately count at the moment.

Isthis Christianity? How can the faith of Jesus Christ focus almost
exclusively on a negative theology, that is, be built in opposition to some-
thing else? True, our Lord stood firmly against evil, avarice, pride, and
especially hypocrisy, and Christians throughout the ages have stood for a
moral and ethical engagement with the world and our fellow human beings.
But, it seems to me, that Jesus Christ stood against evil upon the basis of a
positive message of love, hope, redemption, and salvation for all of God’s
children. Though evangelical Christians in the US today would not disagree
with this statement, their praciices betray a hateful Locus onasmall minc. ity
of people and on the control of women’s reproductive functions. And, as ¢
interviews with voters and surveys clearly showed, they made their political
decisions almost exclusively upon the basis of this hate-filled negativity.

No one has the whole answer as to why such amovement has arisen in
the US. Some say it is the result of a slow economic decline among vast
numbers-of rural and semi-rural working people, especially in the southern
and ‘heartland’ states. As those with degrees in higher education tended to
vote Democratic, some say the rise of an evangelical Republican party is
due to a decline in the public education system. And some say it has been
the increasingly sophisticated and cynical manipulation of poorer,
undereducated classes by the Republican Party and their surrogates upon
the basis of visceral issues such as abortion and gay marriage. While itis
clearly a complex situation, I tend to think that this last theory ﬁts the facts
better than all the others.

Whatever it may be, something has clearly gone wrong in American
Christianity. And given that evangelical Christians are more and more influ-
encing a government with the most deadly military force on the planet, and
the will to use it unilaterally, we are concerned.

Bernard Bate, Yale University
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OBITUARY

ELIZABETH AMIRTHARATNADEVI RASARATAM

The death occurred on Wednesday the 2™ March 2005 of Miss Eliza-
beth Amirthartnadevi Rasaratnam (Sinna) at her residence at Uduppiddy.
She was the daughter of the late Rev. E.D. Rasaratnam and the late
Mrs. Nesamani Rasaratnam of Uduppiddy and sister of Mr. R.
Muthuratnananthan (Deputy General Manager, Ceylon Electricity Board),
Mrs. Jeeva Ratnasabapathy. Mrs. Chutty Maharatnam and Mrs. Thanga
Joseph.

The funeral took place at her residence at Uduppiddy on Thursday the
3 March 2005. The funeral was conducted by the Rev. V.N.
Tharmakulasingam, Parish Minister, Uduppiddy, assisted by Rev. T.E.
Ashokumar, Rev. D.S. Solomon, Rev. T.H. Vasanthakumar and Reyv.
G.D. Mynaseelan.

The tributes were given by Mrs. R. Kuddithamby, Deputy Principal,
Uduppiddy American Mission Girls® College and Mr. Linton Thevarajah,
Deputy Principal of Kambaramalai Maha Vidyalayam.

The sermon was preached by the Rev. V.N. Tharmakulasingam. The
Bishop pronounced benediction.

The remains were then removed to Uduppiddy Cemetery for interment
where the committal rights were done by the Rev. D.S. Solomon.

CHRISTY KARNAIRUBAN PONNUTHURAI

We are sorry to record the death of Christy Karunairuban Ponnuthurai
which occurred svddenly on Thursday tie 3 March 2005.

{1e was the husband v! Dr. Jeyarani Mano. -+ and father of Prin. ~ i Yavid
Kirubaharan, Samson Gnanaharan, Jacob Jonathan Jeevaharan and
Shiranee Christine.

The funeral took place at his residence 276, Kanagaratnam Road, Nallur
Jaffna.

The funeral was conducted by the Rev. Stephen, Parish Priest, St. James
Church, Nallur assisted by Rev. J. Jebamohan.

The remains were then removed to Nallur Cemetery for interment.

R.J. NAVARATNAM

We are sorry to record the death of Mr. R.J. Navaratnam of Pungudutivu and
Erlalai South, which took place on Wednesday the 9™ March 2005.

He was the son of the late Mr. & Mrs. M.R. Ramanathan, husband of Sebaratnam,
father of Dr. Thevakirubai, Thevamalar Theakumar, Thevatharshini and brother
of'the late Annaratnam Vythilingam, the late Gnanammah Arianayaam, Mr. R.S.
Ariyaratnam, the late Satkunam Nagalingham, Mrs. Arulammah Thurairatnam,
Mrs. Parimalam Soundararajah and Mr. R.J. Gunaratnam,

The Funeral will take place on Saturday 12™ March.

An appreciation of the life and work of Mr. R.J. Navaratnam will appear in our
next issue,

N ~

(Sports meet.. Continued 2™ Page)

four children w!  {illed the grounds « i*h colourand mus™  ‘veaving and danc
ing to make different intricate formations. The troupe trained by Miss Grace
Bunker, missionary and Mrs. Kala Mahendrakumar, Junior School supervisor,
danced to the music of Happy Chips played by Mrs. Kala Mahendrakumar at
the organ and Miss Clara Arulanandham at the violin.

In closing the principal thanked the Chief Guest for her presence and wished
her well in all her future endeavours. She thanked the students for their
sportship in maintaining discipline, courage and civility 6n the field, the staff
for their support and tireless efforts in making the event a success and the
helper staff who spent many days on the grounds getting it ready for the Meet.
An inspiring speech was made by the Chief Guest specially addressed to the
children. She wished Uduvil well and expressed her confidence that the school
would keep moving forward in the future. The events came to a close with the
vote of thanks by Mrs. P.S. Jebaratnam, Senior School supervisor. Special
mention was made of the Sports Director Mr. Ananthan who tirelessly and
continuously worked hard towards bringing perfection to the performance of
the athletes and the event in general.
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