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Advent —Season of Reconciliation

The name Advent comes from the Latin words,
advenire (to come to) & advenitus (an arrival), and
refers to Christ’s coming into this
world. It is that period of the year
during which the Church requires the
faithf'i fc prepare for the celebration
of the '.I"‘ast of Christmas, the
anniver ..y of the birth and coming
of Jesus Christ.

However, for the church in Sri Lanka
the season of advent brings back the
memories of the monstrous waves
~fter-ami which took away the lives

‘¢ tiio sands, the present situation
v th. breaking down of the ‘peace
£ ino pieces’, abductions, starvation
i saifna peninsula, cycle of displacement in the East,
the ‘silent war’ that takes away the lives of many voung
souls daily, andon the top of everything the epider.ii¢
‘chicken guinea’ makes one feel hard to comprehend
the meaning of the advent.

Again, on top of everything the struggle within the
church, the maximum humiliation done to the servant
of God, the dejection, the petty politics, and
frustration experienced because of the failure of all
the attempts to bring unity, the harsh words like, “we
‘ove you because Jesus said that we should love the

-inners’, thrown at the face of God’s chosen ones,

the heartaches, the psychic wounds make it even
hirder to experience the spirit of Christmas.

The basic belief which controls the Church’s worship
and its way of living is that God became human in
order that human might become like God. The purpose
of the divine experiment was reconciliation, the
reconciliation of God and human and of human as
God is with human as he ought to be. This central
Christian conviction leads, its adherents believe, to
an authentic way of life which is not unnatural because
itis God’s way; the supernatural is the supremely
natural. Christ’s words ‘Father, forgive them for they
know not what they do,’, as he was being crucified
and finally giving up his life, reveal human at his most
glorious as well as God at his most forgiving.

The Christian forgiveness reaches its climax in the story
of Cross and Resurrection, when God’s forgiving love
was seen in its fullness in one man. In all ages human
have looked for love and feared loneliness and revered
those who could enlarge their capacity for love. This
unending search for love was over, for Jesus had been
uniquely generous and uniquely self giving. All the New

Jesus died for somebody’s sins, but not mine.

Testament writings are attempts to describe this
reconciling approach to life. To be a member of the
Church, so the New Testament insists to share
this conquering and suffering love of Christ. There
are no other rules and all the creeds and cannons
and conditions are secondary, sometimes helpful,
sometimes not. That God was in Christ
reconciling must never be understood but the
Christians only as a historical
statement of what happened
nineteen hundred years ago—
unless it is actually true of lives
today.

It is note worthy to mention
~ Christ’s remark about
forgiveness to seventy times seven, is a
warning that to be reconcilers we may have to give
up our desire to do a quick job, perhaps to satisfy
our ego or our ‘mpatience, in order to devote ourselves
to the slow development of a personal relationship
which will finally bridge the gap. Did Jesus Christas a
matter of fact stand for unlimited reconciliation, either
in his teachings or his conduct? We are told that when
no one would answer his question, ‘Is it permitted to
do good or to do evil on the Sabbath, to save life or
tokill?” he looked at them with anger and sorrow at
their obstinate powers of lovelessness stirred him
deeply because he felt that the hardness of their hearts
prevented them from recognizing God’s gracious
work in him. ‘Reconciliation is a struggle and those
who resist have to !36 fought’, says Alan Webster’.

One of the discoveries the Church is making today is
its need to be more creative if it is to be open to the
reconciling love of god and able to'be a base for
reconciliation itself. The essential task in reconciliation
will always bring the crucified and risen Christ before
them including those wha do not explicitly belong to
the church. One of these, Dag Hammer — skjold, in
his Markings reminds us constantly the returning to
the theme of divine reconciliation as the one hope of
the future, the way in which we say ‘yes’ to our
neighbour and to destiny:

Jesus’ lack of moral principles. He sat at
meal wiili publicans and ninners, he
consorted with harlots. Did he do this to
obtain their votes or did he think he could
convert them by such ‘appeasement’? or
was his humanity rich and deep enough to
make contact even in them, with that in
human nature which is common to all men,
indestructible, and upon which the future

. theme was “Praising God with strings and flute’’,

created each morning anew, forgiven — in
Thee, by Thee'.

Let this new insight of the concept of reconciliation
during this season be in our hearts. Reconcililing with
our fellow human beings, even if we have differences
of opinion in the church, among ethnic groups. and
even with the nature will certainly prepare us for the
real advent that the ‘whole creation awaits’, which is
the second coming of Jesus Christ. The focus of
Advent is by no means limited to just Christ’s first
coming. An equal, if not more important theme found
in the Advent Liturgy is the Second Coming of Christ
when He comes again to judge the world.

- Thaya

o —-

Ushering in Christmas Breeze

| The spirit of Christmas was ushered in this year

! too by “Mathura Strings” on Sat. 2™ Dec. at !
6.30p.m. at the C.S.I. Church, Colombo. Th-

(Psdlm 1501 and 4)

L his orchestra is held every year by Mr. Issac
Kulendran in remembrance of his mother Mrs.
Mathuram Kulendran, who having led a virtuous
life, dedicated herself to the betterment of Church
Music.

The Mathura Strings Ensemble was specially
trained by Mr.Kulendran. The programme
included violin recitals to the accompaniment of
the piano, cello, flute and solo performances. The
congregation joined in singing the old time favorites
with great enthusiasm.

The ensemble performed extremely well and
received the applause of everyone.

We thank God for the wonderful talent given to

Mr. Kulendran to serve the Lord though music.

‘When Jesus was born, some people
welcomed Him; some ignored Him; and
some rejected Him. There was no room

for Him at the inn in Bethlehem, so the

Son of God was [aid in a manger where
animals stayed. Even today, some

people welcome Christ and some ignore

or reject Him. Jesus came to earth to be

our Savior and to die to pay the penalty
for our sins. Here is how you can

welcome Christ as your Lord and Savior

into your [ife.

gentle

A Christ Almighty’
D|g|t|z 845&7“ ma a}’ml oundation.

He who is to be a good ruler must have first been ruled.
- Aristotle
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JAFFNA WELCOMES
THE NEW BISHOP

The newly consecrated Bishop of the Church of South
India, the Rt. Rev. Dr. Daniel Selvaratnam Thiagarajah
visited Jaffna on the 2™ of Dec. 2006. He was
accorded a very warm welcome by the commanding
officer of the Armed Forces in Jaffna, Major general
GL.Chandrasiri, the Deputy General of Police Jaffna
and other high ranking officials of his arrival at the
Palaly Airport.

At the reception that followed thereafter, the officials
briefed the Bishop on the pre4sent situation in Jaffna.

The Service of Installation and Holy
Communion

e

On Sunday 03-12-2006, the 1* day of advent the
Jaffna Diocese accorded a grand reception at the
Vaddukodai Cathedral Church to our new Bishop.
Over 2000 people from the different parishes fathered

on this memorable, happy day to witness this grate
event, a milestone in the history of the diocese.

At this special service, the “Bishop staff” was
ceremonially handed over to the new Bishop the 4™
Bishop in line, by the 3™ Bishop, Rt. Rev. Dr.
Jebanesan. Thereafter as customary, he was led to
the Bishop's chair several pastors of the Jaffna diocese
assisted the new Bishop during Holy Communion.

The service was followed by a grand reception
presided over by Rt. Rev.Dr. S. Jebanesan,
Mr. Annapah Jeyarajah, staff Jaffna College delivered

Management is doing things right; leadership is doing
the right things. - Peter F. Drucker

the vote of thanks. All were invited to a fellowship
breakfast after the function.

Meeting of the Executive Committee
Onthe 5" of Dec. at 4 p.m. the 1* executive committee
presided over by the new Bishop met at the Diocese

Conference Hall.

The committee comprised of 27 elected members.
Mr.N.A . Vimalaendran, Principal, Jaffna College was

elected secretary. He is also a member of the synod

executive committee.

Several issues were taken up for discussion and
decision reached. This committee will function till the
convening of the Diocesan Council. It was felt that
this new committee under the leadership and guidance
of the new Bishop. With fulfill a long felt need of the
people of the Jaffna Diocese and soon help in solving
the current problems.

The Bishop‘Meets the Parishes

On 06.12.2006 at 4p.m. a service of Thanks giving
and Holy Communion was Conducted by he New
Bishop at the Tellipalai Church. It is the 1% ancestral
church to be founded by the Missionaries. The service
was well attended by many of the pastors, Mr.
Jesupalan, a long standing member, members of the
there Armed Forces and many others. It was followed
by tea and refreshments. On the request of our new
Bishop, the chief of staff of the Armed Forces
promised to renovate the Tellippalai Church and
cemetery, which were in a very deplorable state and
brings back memories of its former beauty.

On the 10" of Dec. the Bishop conducted the serviceé
at the Chavakacheri Church followed by a function
jointly organized by the Chavkacheri and Usan
Churches too honour the New Bishop. Mrs.
Maharatnam and Dr. V.R.Dvid welcomed the Bishop
on behalf of the Usan and Chavakacheri churches.
Bishop Jebanesan and Rev. Vasanthakumar too spoke
at the function. A fellowship breaks fast followed.

On the 17" Dec, the Bishop delivered the sermon at
Araly Church conducted by Rev. Asokumar. The
parishioners welcomed the Bishop with much
enthusiasm.

Other Events

On 7" Dec. Jaffna College Technical Institute and the
Agricultural Institute jointly organized a felicitation at
the Abel Hall for the New Bishop Rt. Rev. Dr
.Thiagarajah. It was presided over by Mr. Kugathasan,
Principal of the Agricultural Institute. Rev. S.
Jebanesan, the President of the Board of Directors,
the Director of the Technical Institute, Mr, Noel Hoole,
Mr. Rajkumar Teacher, Principal Mr.Kugathasan and
mr.Kanthasamy, Senior Lecturer at the Technical
Institute, welcomed and congratulated him on his new
appointment. The Bishop in his reply thanked the
organizers of both institutions.

On the 10" the Bishop participated at the Festival of
Carols conducted by Jaffna College. He led the
congregation in prayers and pronounced the
benediction.

On the 8" the Bishop attended a meeting of the Board
of Director of Jaffna College.

Strengthening the Bonds

On 06.12.2006 at about 10.00 a.m. the Bishop
Thiagarajah was felicitated by the Jaffna University
Officials. He was welcomed by the Vice chancellor
Prof. Kumaravadivel, the Dean Prof. Kandasamy and
Prof. Siva Chandran. A discussion took place on
different issues, This meeting has strengthened the
bond between the Jaffna Diocese and the University.

As a mark of respect the Bishop met the Catholic
Bishop. Dr. T. Savundaranayagam, Dr. Thangammah
Appakutty, the Trustee of Dhurga Thevarthanam,
Somasundaraparam Sariya Swamihal of -ustee of
Nallai Atheenamam and Archdeacon of the Anglican
Church Rev. S.P. Nesakumar. He discussed with them
in length the measures to be adopted jointly by the
religious denomination to bring in peace. Bishop
Sarundaranayagam made a presentation to the newly
elected Bishop while the trustee of the Nallai
Atheenam honored him with a “Ponnadai”

The Jaffna University Christian Union

The Executive committee of this union represented
by the Methodist Anglicaw and the C.S.1. churches
took place on the 14™ of Dec. 2006. Bishop Rt .
Rev. Dr. Daniel Thiagrajah presided over at this
meeting having been elected as President of the current
year. It should be mentioned that Rev. V.S.
Pathmathayalan serves as the chaplain of the
University.

—

A faithful and good servant is a real godsend; but truly ‘tis a
rare bird in the land. - Martin Luther

The law of heaven and earth is life for life.

- Lord Byron
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The story behind “Silent Night”’

‘““And there were shepherds living out in the fields
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night”
— Luke 2:8

How the world’s most famous
Christmas carol came to be written

While we were serving as missionaries in Europe
we visited a small little church in Austria. That
church was the birthplace of “Silent Night.” Here's
the story how this most famous of Christmas carols
came to be written:

In 1818, a roving band of actors was performing
in towns throughout the Austrian Alps. On December
23 they arrived at Oberndorf, a village near Salzburg.
There they were scheduled to perform the story of
Christ’s birth in the Church of St. Nicholas.

Unfortunately, the St. Nicholas’ church organ
wasn’t working and would not be repaired before
Christmas. (Note: some versions of the story point to mice
as the problem; others say rust was the culprit) Because
the church organ was out of commission, the actors
presented their Christmas drama in a private home.
That Christmas presentation put assistant pastor Josef
Mobhr in a meditative mood. So, instead of walking
straight to his house, Mohr took a longer way home.
The longer path took him up over a hill overlooking
the village.

From that hilltop, Mohr looked down on the
peaceful snow-covered village. Reveling in the wintry
night’s majestic silence, he gazed down at the glowing
scene. His thoughts about the Christmas play caused
him to remember a poem he had written a couple of
years earlier. That poem was about the night when
angels announced the birth of the long-awaited
Messiah to shepherds on a hillside.

Mobhr decided those words would make a good
carol for his congregation the following evening at their
Christmas eve service. However, he didn’t have any
music to which that poem could be sung. So, the next
day Mohr went to see the church organist, Franz Xaver
Gruber. Gruber only had a few hours to come up
with a melody which could be sung with a guitar.
However, by that evening, Gruber had managed to

* compose a simple musical setting for Mohr’s poem.
It didn’t matter that the organ was broken. They now
had a Christmas carol they could sing without it.

Often an entire city has suffered because of an evil
man. - Hesiod,

On Christmas Eve, the little Oberndorf
congregation heard Gruber and Mohr sing their new
composition to the accompaniment of Gruber’s guitar.

Weeks later, well-known organ builder Karl
Mauracher arrived to fix the St. Nicholas church
organ. When he finished, Mauracher stepped back
to let Gruber test the instrument. When Gruber sat
down, his fingers began playing the simple melody he
had written for Mohr’s Christmas poem. Deeply
impressed, Mauracher took the music and words of
“Silent Night™ back to his own Alpine village, Kapfing.
There, two well-known families of singers — the
Rainers and the Strassers — heard it. Captivated by
“Silent Night,” both groups put the new song into their
Christmas season repertoire.

Silent night! holy night!

All is calm, all is bright,

“Round yon virgin mother and Child!
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,

Sleep in heavenly peace.

The Strasser sisters spread the carol throughout
northern Europe. In 1834, after they had performed
“Silent Night” for King Frederick William IV of
Prussia, that king ordered his cathedral choir to sing it
every Christmas eve.

The Rainers brought the song to the United States
in 1839, singing it (in German) at the Alexander
Hamilton Monument located outside New York City’s
Trinity Church.

In 1863, nearly fifty years after being first sung in
German, “Silent Night” was translated into English
(by either Jane Campbell or John Young). In 1871
the English version was published in an American
hymnal: Charles Hutchins’ Sunday School Hymnal.

The Story Of The Christmas Tree

People often wonder where the custom of having
a tree in the home during Christmas time comes from.
We will probably never know for sure. But there are
several historical clues that point out where this custom
came from.

An Ancient Symbol

Thousands or years ago, there were people
who believed that evergreen trees were magical. Even
in winter, when all the other trees and greenery were
brown and bare, the evergreen stayed strong and
green. People saw the evergreen as a symbol of life
and as a sure sign that sunshine and spring would soon
return. Candles, or the electric lights we use to
decorate our trees today, are also an ancient symbol.
They represent the light of spring triumphing over the
darkness of winter.

In ancient Rome, people decorated their homes
and their temples with greenery during a special
December feast. It was a happy time. No battles could
be fought, the schools were closed, and people
everywhere joined in the carnival-like atmosphere and
gave each other presents.

The Modern Tree ‘ |
| vl Sﬁ:} r N7
So when did the Christmas tree go indoors?
Legend has it that the tradition was begun by Martin
Luther in Germany. He was a monk and chtrch
reformer who lived from 1483 to 1546. According to -
the legend, Luther was retuming home one wintry night
when he saw the stars twinkling in the sky through the
tree branches. Luther was amazed by the sight, and
when he arrived home, he was eager to tell his family
about it. To help them understand, he went to the
woods and cut down a small fir tree. Luther brought
it indoors and decorated it with candles, which
represented the stars he had seen.

The custom spread in Germany, and from there
all over the world. In England, the Christmas tree first
appeared when Queen Victoria married Prince Albert,
who was German. In 1841, Albert set up a Christmas
tree at Windsor Castle near London to remind him of
his homeland. The Christmas tree custom was brought
to the United States by people from England as well
as by many German immigrants who came in the
1800’s. Whatever its origin, the Christmas tree is a
beautiful symbol for everyone who celebrates
Christmas.

The Legend of the First Christmas Tree

The night of the Saviour’s birth, all the living
creatures, both flora and fauna, came to Bethlehem
with gifts. The olive tree brought its fruit and the palm
its dates. But the little fir tree had no gift and was so
tired it couldn’t resist when the big trees pushed it
into the background and hid it from view. But then a
nearby angel took pity and commanded a cluster of
stars to come and rest on its delicate boughs. When
the Baby Jesus beheld this lovely lighted tree, He
smiled and blessed it, declaring henceforth that fir trees
should always be filled with lights at Christmastime to
please little children.

A Question
O Lord,
Age after age,
Thou hast sent thy messengers to this pitiless
world.
They proclaim:
‘Remove all ill-will from your hearts,
Forgive and love.’
They are our masters.
And in reverence we cherish their memories.
Yet, on this evil day, I have turned them away
With an empty salutation.

I have seen:

Malice cunningly kill the helpless,

An insolent Might smother the voice of Justice,
Weeping in solitude!

I have seen:

Tender youth cry out in frenzied agony,
Dashing its head against the cold stone!

Today my voice is choked and mute is my flute-
My world has disappeared in an evil dream.
Therefore with tears I ask thee:
“Those who have poisoned thine air
And extinguished thy light,
Hast thou forgiven them?
Hast thou loved them?’
- Rabindranath Tagore

he true clergyman is a reflex of his Master.

dAﬂ'dE Dacic:_r

Obedience is the mother of success, the wife of safety.
- Aeschylus
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BREAK THE BREAD , SHARE IT
[ The reflection of a 6 year old child in Jaffna]

Now my appa does not bring anything to me
Nothing is in the shops he says

Why ,how, reason they say I can’t understand
Sweets, biscuits, butter, milk powder

Even egg and fish , Where have all these gone?
My love once give calls asking what I want?
A list I used to give, but helpless, no way to send
it

Three days ago my friend in my class told me
Her aunt from Colombo sent a parcel by post
Containing Milk powder, Sugar, biscuits, and
washing powder

When they opened, a mixture! Sugar with
washing powder

But biscuits and Milk powder they enjoyed
My aunt too gave a call to know how we were?
I told her to send Biscuits and Milk powder
But not to send washing powder !

Every morning I waited for the postman
Yesterday morning my appa was late

To buy bread in the queue, but no bread!

I went to school without breakfast

And no snack for the interval

Today as usual the curfew was lifted at 5 A.M
People are in several queues

Queues for ship, food, Kerosene, ect.,

My appa went to the bread queue

And came with a loaf of bread and a plantain

I ate two slices and took two to school
During the interval I opened the Tiffin box

My friend looked at me from the next seat
She had not brought anything to eat

I found she had not eaten breakfast too

She had lost her father, so no one to be in the
queue

I broke the bread and shared it with her
[realized that the SAME BREAD

Appa breaks in the Church

[ broke in my small class room
- Thaniya Nesakumar

OBITUARY

Mrs. Daisy Thurairajah of C.S.I. Uduvil, wife of
late V.A.Thurairajah, mother of Indra, Padma,
Southy, Thevi, Latcho and Swarna expired in
Canada. Funeral took palce on the 17" of Nov.
2006.

B e

THE WEEPING MERMAIDS

They sing! So they say
Melodious music in harmony
On quiet full moon nights
Surfing up the lagoon waters
The elegant little mermaids
The crest of the coast in the East
The land of lush and green
Are the singing fish indeed!

Night by night at present
They chant, warble and lament
Their voices quaver and tremble
Their cries gracefully mingle
‘With the wailing of the human preys
Snatched by the monstrous tsunami waves
Lives of clans just in thousands
The sacrifices pure and innocent!
] . -Sophia

A Message of Appreciation in memory of
Mrs. Ellen Virasinghe

Sweet Memories of you will
Linger on .......

Mummy has won the promise crown through Gods’
Grace for a Christian, death is not the end. It is the
prelude to a new and joyous endless life. Most
assuredly, mummy still lives on in a new existence,
where she is strong and free of pain or sorrow;

She bid Good bye ‘to earth this day

“Welcome Home” Jesu did say,

“Heaven'’s streets are of pure gold

Oh! What beauty I behold

In this place of Great Splendour

I'm with my Redeemer”

A deep concern for others was her main aim in life,
always praying and pleading to God for the needs of
others. Her sincerity towards God her Greater is a
lasting legacy she’s left behind. Her loving, long letters,
birthday & X mas wishes were always full of words
of encouragement and quotations from the Bible which
I very much appreciated. I look for ward to her poems
specially composed and sent promptly for my
Birthdays each year. In he last letter she had written
thanking God for all his blessings and hand mentioned
that she was praying for Gods’ special blessings on
our new home. She was thankful to God for his
goodness and loving care at all times.

Echoes of your hearty voice

Visions of your warm smile

Memories of your loving ways and words

Keep coming back to me

[ know from Heaven you're looking down

And will continue to protect us all.

Good bye Mummy. Precious memories of you will
be with all your loved once forever. :
- Sugantha Virasinghe.

FREEZE

‘Lazy and sleepy I woke up late in the morning
The previous night's trauma of serpents creeping
The moles; and the creatures, ‘great and small’
Disturbing my sleep, within my house
Induced my brain to think and wonder
Of these uncommon events I deeply ponder

At the well as I enjoyed my cool bath of spring water
Soothing my hot anxious head and body,
I heard a sound of gush of waters
The screams of my people lied close to the sea
“The sea is in rage, at the height of a hill,’
Run for your lives, lest you may get Killed”

The ‘calm blue sea, as high as a kill’
“‘Unbelievable, never happened in ages
Was it the verdict of a person insane?
Or of someone’s blabber who is in trance?
No time to tune my mind to reason out
‘Cause of the panic and commotion all around!

‘Go! Wake up your sibling right now
Lest she with our habitat could be washed out’
Was the command of my widow mom!
My teenage body stiff and frozen
Wrapped up only with a towel linen
Stood still, like an iron icon!

A shudder, tremor, and feeling of being soared
A sense of going nowhere, but somewkere
I saw my pathetic shivering body half naked
My sister and mother getting into a wagon
A pandemonium of screaming and screeching
The waters [ike a hill up heaving

The experience was like a ‘roller skater’ indeed
Twisted, twirled, up and dorwn, pushed and pulled
Beaten up, drowned, and stripped me stark naked

Helplessly I yielded to its barbarous work
Lungs and belly filled with strange water
All ended up as I caught a tree and on to it I clung!

My nude body camouflaged with the dark tree
The black oily water subsided and retrieved
With a cough the stinking water within my belly
Thrown up as a vomit through my mouth and nostrils
The worst embarrassment of all was the oozing
Between mmy thighs, the menstrual blood dripping!

For hours to the palmyrah tree was I glued
Detached from self and from the world
Until a strong youry man’s hands held
My sticKy, dirty, body that was soiled
Should I protest, for I was just naked?

1 wish I did, but I was just frozen!

He covered my bare breasts with his torn shirt
His wet ‘sarony’ for my exposed lower falf
And he carried me down and to a safer place
Now the scene is just the opposite ore
A worman in the dress of a young man
Saved by a naked young male angel! 9

(An experience of one of my Eﬁgﬁs}

~ I'think a bishop who doesn’t give offence to anyone is
probably not a good bishop. - James Thomson (1)

Prayer moves the Hand which moves the world.
- Rev. John Aikiman Wallace,
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