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Righteousness Exalteth A Nation. But Sin is a Reproach to any people.
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The Son of Anathoth
(Son of the Soil)

The seventh century B.C was drawing
towards its close in, the Shrineking
kingdom of Judah. The nation’s
boundaries were much diminished
from those of the great days of the past,
and few were her cities. now. Proud
though poor among these was
Anathoth, enthroned upon her low hill
and her vineyards and gardens of
olives. Her story had been, on the
whole, one of sadness. She was even
now but slowly recovering from the
bitterest blow she had ever
experienced when the savagery of
Sennacherib the Assyrian Monarch
had desolated her. *O thou poor
Anathoth™ Isaiah had exclaimed in pity!
But from the beginning of history of
Israel in the land of Canaan, Anathoth
had fared badly, geven as a portion to
the house of [thamar for doing
prieshood ministry.

“Anathoth with her village” was in the
ill fated territory of Benjamin, and then
in the division of kingdom was forced
to bear vicissitudes of border strife
through the long and trouble history of
Judah. ;

The house of Tthamar still retained their
ancient rights as custodians of the
national temple (Num 1V 21-23) and
these carried with them privileges.
Another possession of which time

Theology of Conflict

(In the perspective of Prophet Jeremiah) by Rev.J.Thevaarudselvam

could not rob the priests of Anathoth
was their pedigree, stretching back
unsullied to Aaron, purer even than that
of the royal line of David itself.

it’s scarcely, than a cause of wonder
that the men of Anathoth, in the period
had grown worldly and were apt to
be cynical asregards religion, while
still jealously retaining their priestly
privileges. Little did they dream that
the hope of immortal fame for their
ancestral city lay not in some golden
century of the past, but was centred
in the person of one of the least
honoured of its sons of their own day,
a youth of twenty years old.
Jeremiah was the son of Hilkiah, “one
of the priests of Anathoth”. From his
earliest days he had beenas one apart
from rest of his people, his soul was
revolting from the blatant worldliness,
of the community. “His was the intense
temperament of the poet and thinker,
and he was the possessor of a
curiously complex nature, keen on
patriotism, while tenderness almost
womanly in its strength tempered a
high-souled ambition. There were few
who understand the sensitive lad and
he shrank from the rude touch of his
fellows.

Whatever may have been the financial
condition of his father, in the city, his
was certainly a proud and aristocracy.
His priestly origin secured for him a
good literacy training since literature

o

Congratulations, Church, you have ar-
rived!!! Sth Anniversary!

This is a very special anniversary when
our church comes of age! This is the year
of Celebration, let us rejoice and be
glad!

We have passed through many trials of
persecutions and purification. We be-
came stronger, more faithful and de-
voted! It is a new [ife that awaits us
ahead, as we become “grown ups”. Let
God's grace be revealed to us even

Congratulations

more! God bless you alll
Let us remember, that God is always With love,
with us. Rev. Milton Solomon,
Our church and each of its members has Tamil United Church,
: Canada. »

a purpose and calling from God, which
is to bring people freedom and salva-
tion. Let us give glory to God and His
Son Jesus Christ.

I am thankful for those who were not
lead astray and stood faithfully accom-
plishing the work of God.

I wish everyone abundant joy, smiles
and happiness in celebrating our anni-
versary. I wish that each of you will|
bear much fruit for the Kingdom of God|
and accomplish muck glory for God.
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was in the hands of priests. Jeremiah
had therefore and unfailing source of
comfort in the writings of the great
prophet and he deeply moyed of them
particularly of Hosca. The activities of
those seers of the past two countries
had not been altogether in vain in the
nation and their teachings were
treasured by a small group of their
disciples among whom the solitary lad
might have found help & enlightenment.
Jeremiah found his greatest relief'in
nature, amid the bare spaces of the
hills, wandering far in lonely thought.
He found he could worship better
among the ruins at Shiloh, than in the
noisy temple in Jerusalem. He had
come even near doubting the value of
the temple and its sacrifices in the
direction of real religion nor was he
inclined by what he saw of the inner
life of the priesthood to rely overmuch
upon the efficacy of the system. It was
in the quietness of the country side that
he found God near, not in the
Jerusalem Temple, and he discovered
in his ministries healing for his inner
happiness of genuine love of nature.
From the Eastern Edge of Anathoth
the eye ranges over the great Jordan
Valley, and its plain that the soul of the
lad was deeply impressed by the
spreading panorama.

“Ofall the prophets of Isracl, we know
Jeremiah the best. This is not merely
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because he has left us a larger body of
writings than most; Ezekiel alone has
surpassed him in actual bulk. Inall this
the paralleled with another Israelite of
the tribe of Benjamin, Saul of Tarsus
in curiously close.”

Jeremiah who was a Prophet of
Nations rose up in the 7" century, after
100 years to Isaiah. Jeremiah was
called to the prophetic office in 626
B.C, Jerusalem was partly destroyed
in 606 B.C; further devastated in 597
B.C: finally burnt and destroyed in 586
B.C. Jeremiah lived through thesc
terrible 40 years, “the close of the
Monarchy”, “the death agony of the
nation”, and the God’s cast measure
to the Holy City which had become
hopelessly attached to idols.

The internal Situation

The northern kingdom had already
fallen and much of Judah. They had
suffered reverse after reverse, till
Jerusalem alone was lefi. Still they
ignored the continued warning of the
prophet, and grew harder and harder
in their Idolatry and wickedness. The
hour of doom was about to strike.
[saiah had saved Jerusalem from
Assyria, but Jeremiah tried to save it
from Babylon, but it failed, Thus
Assyria had been the background of
Isaiah’s ministry, whereas Babylon was
the background of Jeremiah’s ministry.
(Continue in next issue.,.,....)
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