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“The first Portuguese priest
to set in the Island was Franciscan
friar, Fr.Vicente, who as a Chaplin
to Louren co de Almeida came to
Ceylon in 1505. After 1505 the chap-
lains assigned to look after the Spiri-
tual needs of the Portuguese resid-
ing inthe Fort and the factory of Co-
lombo and carried on missionary
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(In the perspective of Prophet Jeremiah) by Rev.J. Thevaarudselvam

The international Situation
three cornered contest for the

world supremacy was on Assyria,
Babylon and Egypt. For 300 years
Assyria had ruled the world; but now
was growing weak, But Babylon was
becoming powerful. Egypt which thou-
sand years before had been a world
power had declined was again becom-
ing ambitious. Babylon won about the
middle of Jeremiah’s ministry. It broke
the power of Assyriain 607 B.C and
two years later crushed Egypt in the
Battle of Carchemish in 605 B.C. For
seventy she ruled the world; during
these years Jews were under captivity
of Babylon. }
Jeremiah’s Calling & Life
Jeremiah was born into a priestly
family living at Anathoth about five
miles north-east from Jerusalem. The
date ofhis birth is unknown, but is put
conventionally middle of 7th century
B.C. The only information that we have
is the prophet’s reaction to his call by

Yahweh, where we could translate his
words either ‘I am only a boy ‘or ‘I
am too young’. The term used in He-
brew, na ¢ ar, can in fact have both
meanings and is used to indicate ei-
ther children or men already capable
of bearing arms. In fact Jeremiah’s
answer does not indicate any particu-
lar age, but merely affirms that has not
yet reached a sufficient age to have
the authority which seems inseparable
from the prophetic ministry. The 13th
year of Josiah is given as the date of
his calling (1:1; 25:3). The words ad-
dressed to him in the act of his calling
are typical definition of the prophetic
ministry; he is to pluck up and to break
down to destroy and to overthrow, to
build and to plant (1:10).
Traditionally three periods are
distinguished in Jeremiah'’s life. The first
is during the reign of Josiah, in the 13th
year of which the prophet is said to
have received his calling; this is either
626-5 or 627-6. This period must

True Joy 1s in Jesus

[n the modern world the wprd
“progress™ is quire familiar to each and
every human being. No doubt the
wonderful achievement of man in the
field of science and technology., more
in the field of medical science have
made our lives happier and easy. But
must all accept the fact that there is
one thing that is slipping from us. What
isit? Joy and Peace. This sense of loss
is obviously seen in our words and
deeds.

The Holy Bible asks “For what
will it profit them if they gain the whole
world but for feit their life” (Mt:-16:26)
In our struggle for worldly pleasure we
have lost all. We must all remember
that both joy and peace are gifts of
God. As we have failed to give God
the primary Place in our life, there is
the hollow of emptiness.

No doubt we are longing for per-
manent peace in the country but things
are happening vice versa. There is a
vacuum in each person’s mind. Until
and unless we immerse ourselves in
Jesus, our hearts will be restless. Ac-
cording to the Bible (Jn:- 4:1-26) the
Samaritan woman had found pleasure
in Sin and immorality. But when she
found that real joy can be found only
in the Son of God, she relinquished
her former sinful behaviour.

The Holy Bible presents another
story. Zacchaeus had worshipped
wealth and thus lived quite apart from
God and his brethren. (Lk:-19:1-10)
Says that when he realised he has been
hanging on the twinges that would
never give him true joy and peace, he
embraced Jesus and found joy and
peace that were eluding him.

Furthermore a good example is
provided by the parable of the prodi-
gal son. The prodigal son ignored pa-
ternal affection and went away to a
far off place to look for pleasure in a
life of dissipation and butchery. A sense
of loneliness gripped him. Hence when
he got back, he was able win back his
father’s lost joy.

If Jesus is with us, we can enjoy
peace and happiness in the midst of
crises. (Jer:-17:8) Says “They shall be
like a tree planted by water, sending
out its roots by the stream. It shall not

fear when heat comes and its leaves
shall stay green”. St.Paul and Silas
could sing hymns of praises to the Lord
even when they were in chains in the
dungeon. Even though St.Paul was in
the midst of trials and challenges, even
though St.Paul was being chained hand
and foot even though he was severely
guarded by an army personal, how
was he able to write twelve prayer
books? We say that hardly we find time
to pray - giving false and lame excuses
for not praying.

We must all keep in our minds
that prayer is the only chain to com-
municate with God in order to achieve
solace in life. If we want to have real
joy we should place Jesus first in our
lives. “In your hearts sanctify Christ
as Lord”(I Peter:-3:15). God does not
wish anybody to be sad and sorrow-
ful. In the Bible we read “Blesses are
you when People revile you and per-
secute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad for your reward
is great in heaven, for in the same way
persecuted the prophets who were
before”(Mt:-5:11-12)

Hence let us find joy even in the
midst of trials and tribulations. If we
have faith and trust in the Lord Al-
mighty, there is no doubt that he will
deliver us from all evils. “Though the
fig tree does not blossom, and no fruit
is on the vines, though the produce of
the olive fails and the fields yield no
food, though the flock if cut off from
the fold and there is no herd in the stalls,
yet I will rejoice in the Lord”(Hab:-

3:17)

hing at free Methodist t:

have lasted more or less up to the pe-
riod of the reform in 622/21. The sec-
ond period was in the reign of
Jehoiakim, probably from its beginning,
i.e., from 609 onwards. The last pe-
riod was in the interregnum between
the 1st fall of Jerusalem, in 587 with
the event following carried off Jeremiah
with the rebels when they took refuge
in Egypt, where he died.

Jeremiah’s Message

and advice

Jeremiah unceasingly insisted that
Babylon would be the victor. All
through his incessant and bitter com-
plaints over Judah’s wickedness, these
ideas are even recurring, as follows;

a) Judah is going to be destroyed
by victorious Babylon

b) If Judah will turn from her
wickedness, somehow, God will save
her from destruction at the hands of
Babylon.

c¢) Later, when there seemed no
longer any hopes of Judah’s repen-
tance, if Judah submits to Babylon she
shall be spared.

d) Judah destroyed, shall re-
cover, and yet dominate the world.

e) Babylon destroyer of Judah
shall be destroyed.

As Jeremiah unceasingly advised
Jerusalem to surrender, to the king of
Babylon so much that his enemies ac-
cused him of being a traitor.
Nebuchadnezzar rewarded him for
thus advising his people. not only spar-
ing his life, but by offering any honous
that he would accept, ever a worlhy
place in the Babylonian-Court (39:12).
Yet Jeremiah cried aloud that the king
of Babylon was committing a heinous
crime in destroying the Lord’s people
and for that in time Babylon would be
desolated (Chaps 50, 51).

(Continue in the next issue)

CACM J/Regional Chairperson’s
Visit to Canada

Rev.V.Rajkumar (Chairperson J/
Region) and his wife Thevakumari
Rajkumar made a holiday visit to
Canada. They were at Canada from
24th of July to 28th of August. They
visited their relations and Jaffna church
members in Canada and had discus-
sionwith them. They also visited some

Contributers’ List

1) Mr.&Mrs. Edward Mutturajah

2) Mr.&Mrs. S.Vinothkumar

Tamil churches in Toranto and
Rev.V.Rajkumar preached the ser-
mons in St.Margerat’s Amglican Tamil
church, United church of Canada and
Free Methodist Tamil church. In their
visit they collected a good some of
money for the Religious Education
work of the J/Region.

500 Canadian Dollar
= 200 Canadian Dollar

(In memory of Late Mr.A.R.Kadirgamar)

3) Mr.&Mrs. K.Gnanaranjan
4) Mr.&Mrs. S.Ratnarajah
3) Mr.&Mrs. Ashok Jeevaganthi

6) Mr.&Mrs. Ravi Soundararajah

7 Mr.&Mrs. Nesan Jeevaganthi
8) Mr.&Mrs. S.Lyman
ing at United tar

- 150 Canadian Dollar
- 100 Canadian Dollar
- 100 Canadian Dollar
- 100 Canadian Dollar
- 50 Canadian Dollar
- 50 Canadian Dollar
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Your loving grandson Noel Ranushan Sathiyaseelan Solomons.

My grandfather was a great man. He is my hero. When I went to Sri Lanka this year. around July. He would be the happiness to my day he would
come out side and laugh about something funny we did. I remember when we took papa to the beach to play with me and my brothers played with papa
and we enjoyed it. We went swimming and papa was laughing with us. For papa’s birthday we had a big birthday party he had a smile on his face. He
would like to sing along with us. He would be missed from his sons. daughters. grandsons. granddaughter and great grandchildren and me! Bye papa.

On behalf of our entire family, Sivanesan (son-in-law) and Nimalini (daughter), Suthan (grandson), Jeyalathy (granddaughter-in-law) and
Asha (great granddaughter), Thushyanth (grandson) and Denise (granddaughter-in-law), and Renuka (granddaughter), we will greatly

miss Grandpa and he will live forever in our hearts.

Often people dwell on the passing of life. and although we are very sad that Grandpa is no longer with us, we take comfort in knowing he lived a
remarkable life. one that has inspired us greatly. Growing up in Canada, we didn’t have the luxury of having our grandparents with us. It was not until
2006 when we had the pleasure of meeting Grandpa when he visited Canada from Sri Lanka. It was a visit that we will never forget and will always
cherish. In such a short period of time, he deeply affected us all. His adventurous attitude, his broad range of interests and his happy demeanor made
him a wonderful person to know and converse with. He was patient and generous with his time and affection. He always took an interest in people he
met and had a great philosophical approach to life. Even having lost his wife. our grandma a few years back, he always spoke about her with such
admiration and love, as if she was still there with us. He was very proud of each his own children, his grandchildren and great grandchildren. He shared
his philosophy on how to meet and overcome challenges and obstacles. His strength of character in the various challenges he faced in life were often
evident in his many stories and adventurous. We vilbyiissdhisbynhootdadsumprismg defzihi amd scope of knowledge. Most of all we’ll miss the wa.rmth he
extended o everyone he met around him and howrpedath bemadeus ab feeh 2We feedrghored and privileged to have met Grandpa.
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It’s So Hard To Believe That You’re Really Gone
And To Know That We Will No Longer
See Your Smiling Face,
Or Hear The Sound Of Your Laughter
You Left So Many Memories, Which Will Never Part
You Will Always Live Deep Inside Our Hearts
We Are Thankful That God Graced Us '
With Someone As Special As You
It’s Just Hard To Believe _
Your Life On Earth Is Really Throug
\ We miss you a lot.......
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From your ever loving Grandchildren
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Shanika and Duke (Earl)
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Grandpa

We know you can no longer stay with us,
You fought long and hard to be with us,

We know you now watch over and protect us,
Although we cannot hear your voice or see your
smiling face,

We know deep down in our hearts that you have
not left us.

Instead everybody you surround us with the singing
of the birds,
the rising of the sun and the falling of night,

So many broken hearts are left behind,

But in our deepest despair our greatest comfort lies
knowing
that you are now at peace with the angels and God.
So as times passes our tears will dry,
Our hearts will mend
But our love for you will never end.

Your ever loving Jessie, Sana and Chutty
Solomons (Prince)

SpdGh 1grs Fu FHE Ul Ll sl
OGNS SachimBaTeaoTes SBHBHOKBHIDTAL DT
S.A.Qereoweanad Slautmar 21-08-2012 Slesip
STHHHBG BHIOTUHL HBSTT. SleTernypl
SlunT BHA Sener TG W1 LTS LIgHI_65
SBBUS FaBS G STrmsIlaT SHY DS

fu,a".g,smm B FFeLLTen OYIIDL HTe0 2_pILILIeIHID, ||

ONepTurisenen B Talshgid HTeTEHBDHI-

Your loving Grandson Praveen Jeroshan Sathiyaseelan.

My grandfather was a spectacular man
with many wonderful characteristics. He was
my hero and role model on how I should live.
He lived with only one thing in mind as his goal
- to be a family man who loves every one of
his children, his grandchildren, and great grand-
children. I am very fortunate to have a grand-
father like him. I am also glad that I have seen
him a few times and enjoyed every single mo-
ment with him. He was always full of joy and
happiness to see me and my younger broth-
ers.. He took us to the beach and to a lot of
great places in Sri Lanka. But it wasn’t the
places that made visiting Sri Lanka fun, it was
the paople we spent it with - and that was pap!
You would never see him without a smile on
his face. Even till his last days, whenever he
looked at me, he would smile and call my name

he has done for us. He is a one of a kind dad,

went, whether it may by Sri Lanka, Canada, In-
dia, Australia, Switzerland and many other place,
his love and memories will remain with us all over

aman like my grandfather. I know that he has left
me. but he also left apart of him with me. T have
learned a lot about my grandfather and the way he
lived his life - a life without regrets. I am going to

angels. I pray that you keep a watch over all our
families and friends and may we live our lives the
way vou did. Papa you will be missed.
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with great affection. I will never forget all the time
he spent with me and my brothers, and all the things

grandfather, and great grandfather. Wherever papa

the world. I am proud and honoured to know such

miss you papa - may you rest in peace and among
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Kevin Dilashan Sathiyaseelan

Solomons

My Grandpa was a nice and loving person. .He was
funny and kind hearted and always loved to make us smile
and enjoy everything we did. My grandpa was in navy and
in world war two and this makes me have a lot of respect
for my grandpa. He loves to sing and dance with me and
loves to hear my singing. Every time I see my grandpa, he
is always smiling and I am sure tahat he is looking down at
all of us and smiling. People say smiling is a sign of being
nice, but to my grandpa smiling was the best way to show

_ thathe loved us. am going to miss you papa! I will always

love you papa, my grandfather, bye papa.
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“The Franciscan friars went
on preaching the Gospel, baptizing
and forming Christian communities
and building churches as far as
Galle in the, Jaffna in the North and
Kandy in the interior. They erected
54 churches in which there were
more than 70,000 Christians. In
their work they were soon joined by
the Dominican and the Augustinian
friars and later on, in 1602 by the
Jesuits.” :
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“On the occasion of the
blessing of the jﬁrsr Jesuit Church in
Colombo on 30" November 1602,
Colombo witnessed for the first time
a dramatic performance got up for
the occasion by the scholars of the
new Jesuit school. These dramatic
performances were a regular fea-
ture in Jesuit schools. Dramatic per-
formances in Tamil were often
staged in the Jesuit Churches in the
seven Korales and in the Jaffna pen-
insula. In Jaffna they were so fre-
quent that permanent stages were
built by the side of the church for the
performance of mystery plays.” (ué.
123)

SaiamentBmm CHaureounb
Guris s Casu SCuas Fousd
@M BT 6560 el uenipulgib

- - - - -
SLLLILL la(h® HaHl. Eaﬂ)mﬂ]iﬁ

GHaTe LCHuad U SHH
Spoudass STS D s
ANpFde sULOulL Gl s
SrS e auy eass GHUY
SalauTp S ISTIDSHI.

“The Jesuits and the
Franciscans made good use of sa-
cred dramatic representations of
mystery plays. With reference to
Jaffna Baldaeus says, ‘Most of the
churches here have certain Scaffolds
or Theaters near them, especially
that of Telipole( SlaaYiGLmGesv) where
the Jesuits used to represent certain
histories of the Bible to the people
on holidays.” (us. 122)
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