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Real Peace is not absence of War
But its the Presence of God
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Annual Kid's Sports and Opening Ceremony
of the Renovated Pre-School Building

Murasumoddai, Kilinochchi.

As part of its commitment to rural
icommunity programs, the Church
f the American Ceylon Mission has

Ya mission center in Murasumoddai,

ilinochchi, in Kanadvalai DS divi-
ion. Since early 1950s medical care

tand later educational empowerment
Eprograms were provided by the mis-
fision center. Due to war the building

complex was severely damaged in
2009. In spite of the challenges posed
by such loss the CACM started early
childhood care center on May of the
2010.

Currently the children of nearby vil-
lages such as Uriyan, Korakankaddu
and Murasumoddai get nutritional
support and early learning at the
center with the support of the CACM
church, Colombo. In 2012 with the
generous support of Serendib Chil-
dren’s Home, UK, the building for
the pre-school was substantially ren-
ovated enabling the programs there
fo continue thrdughout the year in-
cluding the rainy season,

On 6th of the April, 2013 at 3.30 the
renovated mission center was of-
ficially opened. The Officers of the
CACM, along with pastors of the
region, and official representatives
the Colombo church and local com-
munity members participated in the
event. Rev D.S Mathiyaparam who
is the manager of the center, and Mr.
T.Juthraj the project coordinator for
the Wanni regions coordinated rhe

af¥oundation.
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Christine Barratt visits Eastern Region
Ms Christine Barratt who is a member of the Small Act of Kindness (SAOK),
Donor agency in London, England. She visited and discussed with benefi:
ciaries of projects of the CACM in Eastern region from 26th of March- 30st
of March 2013, She expressed “It is hard to put into words how amazing
these projects are, you are some of the most generous, practical people I have
ever met and you are making an incredible difference in the world. I had
most special days have with you all” while discuss with staffs of St Andrew’s
Church, Periyaneelavani on 27th of March. There she met the children of
the Herman'’s Girls home, Kids of the international pre-school and Children
with Intellectual disability (mantel retardation).
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Theology of Conflict in the
perspective of Jeremiah can be clas-
 sified into three. They are as follows.
1. Conflictin Calling
2. Conflict in Ministry
3. Conflict in Life. .
Co%lﬂict in Calling
e words addressed io
the prophet in the act of his Calling
characterize well enough what his

ministry is to be in the years to come;

“he is to pluck up and break down, fo
destroy and to overthrow, but also fo
build and plant(1:10). Out of 6 verbs
4 implies to announce judgment; the
other two implies/proclaims an al-
ternative destruction. Here we see
Conflict begins from “Jeremiah is
Calling”

-emiah must necessarily have made
many enemies and the prophet is
presented as a person who had fo
suffer in a particular way. Twice
we hear of Conspiracies against
him (11:19f, and 18:1f) with the
aim of eliminating him. From these

passages we can deduce that there
" were nests of opposition in his own
village which did not hesitate to re-
sort to murder to do away with an
inconvenient preacher. Another time
- he is brought before a tribunal on a
charge of blasphemy following the
announcement of the destruction
of the temple (Jerusalem), a crime
which carries the death penalty. The

superstition and corruption which

he saw in the country side were not
limited to it, but extended to the rul-
ing class in the capital, a well-edu-

TIRIB WORD OR GOD = s meEe

The word Bible comes from the
word Biblios which means ‘library’.
It is made up of 66 books and the
stories include History, War, Love,
Political intrigue, Murder, Assassi-
nation, Adultery, Suicide, Poetry,
Doctrine, Prophecy, Faith, Hope and
Charity.

The Jews and later the Chris-
tians also were referred to as “The
People of the Book’ by people of oth-
er religions. They understood that
obeying what this book says is im-
portant to the Jews and Christians.
The reason being the authority be-
hind the Book. They are words from
God Almighty, the Creator of every-
thing. The content of the Book was
given by God Himself to human be-
ings to be written down. For exam-
ple, in the book of Ezekiel alone the
phrase ‘Word of the LORD’ appears
54 times! 2 Timothy 3:16 and 2 Peter

1:21 also confirm the fact that God

is the authority behmd everythmg in
the Bible.

The books of the Bible were
written down by 40 writers over a
period of 1500 years. These writers
came from different backgrounds.
They were from diverse cultures and
levels of education. Some werekings,
philosophers, scholars, peasants, tax
collectors, shepherds, poets, military
leaders; harpists, ¢ cowman and a
drummer (Asaph who wrote a few.

- Psalms)
The books were written in three

A mission like that of Jer-

cated group(5:1f). The same sin had
pervaded among Judah until Jesus
was removed from his bodily pres-
ence in Palestine. '

Conflict in Ministry

n the accession of Je-"

hoiakim both the political and the
religious situation deteriorated rap-

(idly, Jehoiakim must have reigned

unscrupulously on the political level
while at a religious level he seems to
have wanted to annual Josiah's re-
Jorm. Jeremiah must have wanted
to preach against these elements in
his speech in t5he temple (7:26), and
his position immediately become an
affair of state. The announcement of
the destruction of the temple put the
prophet in a position of being with-
in a hair’s breadth of the death sen-
tence.. .

The real break with his fel-
low citizens took place after a sym-
bolic action of potter’s flask, a sign of
the forth-coming breaking of Judah
by divine judgment. As the result of
this symbolic action directed against
Judah, itself, Jeremiah was impris-
oned, put in the stock and flogged
(20:1f); he was forbidden to enter
the temple. The void around him
increased to the people, he seemed
to be a blasphemer and fo the poli-
ticians a defeatists and a political
traitor; it was beiter for everyone
not to be seen in his company.

Cenflict in Life

In 588 B.C Nebuchadnez-
zar again moved against Jerusalem,
laying siege to it for a second time.

different languages,” Hebrew, Ara-
maic and Greek; from three conti-
nents, Asia, Europe and Africa (little
bit in Egypt). They were also written
from palaces, wilderness, hillsides,
prisons and various situations of

~ persecution and exile.

The story is from eternity past
to eternity future. We are privileged
to be in the middle (but closer to the

end of the present era as predicted in

the Bible).
The antazing unity of the un-

- folding theme is nothing short of the

miraculous. The theme is the cre-
ation of man, the fall, the redemp-
tion and the future restoration. As
Milton wrote the topic is ‘Paradise
Lost’ and ‘Paradise regained’.

The detailed genealogies in-

cluded in the books of the Bible re-

veal how much our God loves and
relates to His people as individuals,

Statements = from  Spiritual
Saints of the past about the Word of
God: ;

‘A.B. SIMPSON - ‘God has hid-
den every precious thing in such a
way that it is a reward to the dili-
gent, a prize to the earnest, but a dis-
appointment to the slothful soul. All
nature is arrayed against the loung-
er and the idler. The nut is hidden
in its thorny case; the pearl is buried
beneath the ocean waves; the gold is
imprisoned in the rocky bosom of the

eryou ervel B D0y bl

Jeremiah who was considered a po-
tential traitor was subjected to all
kind of vexations and was finally ac-
cused of communicating with the en-
emy. He was imprisoned in an empty
cistern where he would have cerfain-
ly died, Had not the king given help to
him in secret (Chapters 37-39). The
king did not have courage or perhaps
even the material means for helping
the man under his protection more
effecti vely Jeremiah was freed on
the storming of the city by the Baby-
lonians, the conquerors freated him
with respect and allowed him to stay

. together with the governor Gedaliah

to begin the reconstruction. How-

ever, a conspiracy organized by the.

nationaiist elements and outlawed
soldiers did away with the gover-
nor and the rebels took the prophet
with them to Egypt (Chap 42-43). It
was here that he died wothout hav-
ing ceased to preach. According to a
legend Jeremiah too died a martyrs
death.

Conflict in Personality
Jeremiah shares with his
predecessors his ministry as a herald
of Yahweh to his people, even if he

- was almost always ignored. He seems

to have been unwilling to fulfill this
function, Prophet Isaiah boldly says
“Here am I, send me....” the response
to Yahwelis question. At this junc-
fure one can compare Jeremiah's
position to Isaiah. Whether anyone
is prepared to go in Yahwel's name.
But Jeremiah feels continual waver-
ing in his personality. There seemed
to be perplexity and reticence was fo

JEEVZN

es it; the very soil gives its harvest
as reward to the labouring farmer.
So truth and God must be eamestly
sought’

JOHN STOTT- ‘We must dady
soak ourselves in the Scriptures, We
must not study as through a micro-
scope, the linguistic minutiae of a
few verses, but take our telescope
and scan the wide expanses of God’s

mind, assimilating its grand theme

of divine sovereignty in the redemp-
tion of mankind.

C.H.SPURGEON - ‘It is blessed

' to eat into the very soul of the Bible

until, at last, you come to talk in
scriptural language and your lan-
guage and your spirit is flavoured
with the words of the Lord, so that
your blood is Bibline and the very
essence of the Bible"flows from you.
MARTIN LUTHER - ‘The Bible

is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it

runs after me; it lays hold on me.

AUGUSTINE - ‘If you believe
what you like in the gospel and reject
what you do not like, it is not the gos-
pel you believe, but yourself’

JOHN BUNYAN - ‘This book
will keep you from sin or sin will
keep you from this book.

A.W.TOZER - ‘The Bible is a

supernatural book and can be un-

derstood only by supernatural aid.

It is not addressed to just aniybody.

Its message is directed to a chosen
ether these few are chosen
Péteign act of election

continue during ministry.

There are many instancgs
in which Jeremiah feels that violence
has been done to his own will and
that his power of decision has been
unjustly nullified, i.e., he has been
deduced or deceived. Ieremmh has
been a passive instrument in God’s
hand, a person who goes his own way
doing duty without looking either to
right or to left. On the contrary, he
struggles to understand he does not
accept anything without being con-
vinced. He seeks to half the disaster
which is coming in future on his peo-
ple (20:7f). There is thus a marked
tension between the personality of
the prophet and his own ministry as
well as between his own inclinations
and his own vocation. Jeremiah is
a man of honest, hard-working and
quiet in his everyday life; ready to
avoid any violent emotion in prac-
tice; but he saw himself compelled
to act continually agamst his own
character.

Conclusion
- Conflict is part and parcel
of idealism -and realism of human
life, The life and ministry of Proph-
et teach that conflict is unavoidable,
Yahweh shows the ways and means
to his servants to do his willingness .
in the midst of conflict. Success in
ministry is rooted in pool of conflicts.
Those whe can dive into such pools
can perform their m:mstry very suc-
cessfully. Those who can’t...
End
REV] THEVARUDSELVAM

lightly I am goin
is that of every hue

or are chosen because they meet cer-
tain qualifying conditions I leave to
each one to decide as he may.....The
secret of the Lord is with them that
fear Him. The impenitent heart will
find the Bible but a skeleton of facts
without flesh or life or breath.
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