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K. Daniel

Witls the deark of K, Tanicl, the Llerary movement of
thiz conntry has suffered o preat loss, | have lost o good
comrad and & dear Triend. . .

From Lz younp dzys, Daniel ployed an active part in
the activities of the Jeffna branch of the Ceylon Com-
roenist Party, Bt fns greatest contribution was 25 oae of
Abe leaders of the mass movement Tor the seadication of
caste und uptonehability during the sccond half of the
nineteon sixties. ke

Il wes Lhe movement chat rocked the caste—ridden
I=ffna society and succeeded in removing some of the
disshitites suifered by the soculled depréssed castes, in-
cluding the ban on temple entry to Harfjans

A well-known and vespected Tamii novelist, his novels
skillully exposed the rovtenness of the foudst caste gystem,
that is stiil prevalent in the Morth, He won the 84 Lanks
Suhitys Mandalava prize for his novel “Pafchamas",
which exposed cast slavery. THis fame a5 8 novelist was oot
confined to 513 Lanke. He was well knewo in Tamil Mady
where he kad maoy admicers - many of whom were
presenl al his funeral af Tanjore, '

Cramiel was 4 firm supporter of the Communist Party io
the dast | derive some comfoct from the fact that e
stayed with-me in Colombo just prior to his departure for
medazl treatment 10 Tamil Made where, unfortunstzly,
he died and oow lies huried.

[ pay my Jist respects o & coursgeous fighter and 2
Towal carmrade,

N. SEanmugathasan

Daily News'
March 1984
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