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| Positive Thoughts |

oSfor Daily Meditation

Sickness plays with the body. It cannot
play with us.

&
Be loving.
&

Grow good habits, throw bad habits!
But bad habits are also my friend. Bad
habits come into your heart. But don't

let them control you. You are the
master.
&

Listen to the inner man. Don’t be ruled
by the outer. But don’* divide into
‘inner’ and ‘outer’.

&

Don’t say ‘he is great’ or ‘he is a bad
man’. No good, no bad. Very hard to
understand.

&

If you live without dying, what is the
use?

( 46 )
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Every life is a question.

&

Keep straight. Don’t go here and there.

&

If you know the truth, there is no
‘greater’ self or ‘lower’ self.

&

If you start anything, you must go
through with it.

&

Every man must travel by his own
path.

&
God is in the world is in god.
&

Each is great in his own place. -

&
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THE SAIVA SAINTS

12. Saint Kunkiliya - kalaya Naayanaar

At Thirukadavoor in the Cauvery Naadu there
lived a Brahmin called Kalayar. In this town
dwells, the Lord Veeradaanar, who in his anger
killed Kaalan (the god of Time) with a kick for
the sake of the Youthful Markandeya. Kalayar
was of noble conduct and his heart was ever
melting with thoughts of love for the feet of the
Lord, whom he served by filling the whole temple
with the sweet scent of the frankincense
(kunkiliyam) which he burnt there. He was
therefore known as Kunkiliya Kalayar

While he was engaged in serving Him thus, the
Lord through his loving grace ordained that he
should become poor. But Kalayar continued
steadfast in his service. As his poverty became
more, prolonged, he sold his lands and then his
slaves and his other property. On one occasion,
his children and kinsmen had to go without food
for two days. His wife was sorely troubled at
heart; so she took the thaali from the nuptial cord
round her neck, gave it to her husband and
besought him buy paddy.

On his way to buy the paddy, Kalayar met a
merchant transporting a number of bags. He asked
him what they contained and was told that it was
all frankincense. “If it is frankincense fit for our
Lord who wears the river Ganges on his matted
hair, [ am fortunate indeed. Whatelse is there more
desirable to seek or obtain. IfI give you gold, will
you give me the frankincense?” “What manner of
gold?” asked the merchant. Kalayar handed him
the thaali and the merchant gave him a bag of
frankincense. Forthwith with great gladness of
heart Kalayar hastened to the temple of Lord
Veeradaanar and offered it at the storehouse of
the temple, where he stayed that night,
worshipping the flowery feet of the Lord.

His wife waited for his return but at last thinking
of the Lord fell asleep with her children, hungry
and tired. But in the night Alahesan the god of
wealth according to the behest the Lord, filled
Kalayar’s whole house with heaps of paddy, rice
and gold. The Lord then appeared in a dream to

N
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his wife who on waking up knew that these were
gifts of the loving grace of the Lord. She clasped
her hands and praised Him and started to cook a
meal for her husband.

The Lord also appeared before Kalayar and told
him “You are very hungry. Go home and eat milk
rice and be refreshed.” Kalayar fearing to disobey
these loving words, immediately left the Lord’s
temple and set out for home. When he entered his
house and saw all the wealth he asked his wife
“Whence came all this?” “The Lord’s loving grace
has given it to us” she replied. Kalaayanaar greatly
moved said “The Lord’s grace has deigned to
make me too its own” and crying worshipped the
Lord with hands clasped above his head while his
wife held a light and worshipped her husband and
the other devotees who had come with him. Then
she fed them all.

Now through the grace of Him, who goes begging
from place to place accepting offerings,
Kalayanaar and his wife became rich and were
able to feed the devotees of the Lord lovingly with
rice and good curries, curries, ghee and milk.
Atabout this time it happened that the Chola king
wanted to rebuild the temple at Thiru — Pananthaal
and make the holy Siva Lingam there, which was
leaning to one side, stand upright. He had used his
elephants to pull it back into position but had failed
and was sad at heart in consequence. Kalayanaar
having heard about this and being filled with love
and regard for the King, went to Thiru —Pananthaal
to worship the Lord and saw the mighty efforts
being made by the King’s soldiers and elephants
to put the Siva Lingam into an upright position.
He was sad to see them all falling down exhausted
by their fruitless efforts. “I must also work like
them and become exhausted” he said. Having had
a rope made of flowers wound round the Siva
Lingam and then tied round his own neck, he pulled
with all his might. Could the Lord withstand the
single mindedness of Kalayanaar and continue to
lean sideways? Immediately the Siva Lingam stood
upright and the Devas shouted for joy in the




Words of Mahatma Gandhi

God is One

He is One yet Many

I'believe God to be creative as well as
non-creative. This, too, is the result of my
acceptance of the doctrine of the manyness of
Reality. From the platform of the Jains, I prove
the non-creative aspect of God; and from that of
Ramanuja, the creative aspect. As a matter of fact,
we are all thinking of the Unthinkable, describing
the Indescribable, seeking to know the Unknown,
and that is why our speech falters, is inadequate
and even often contradictory. That is why the
Vedas describe Brahman as ‘Not this, Not this’.
Butif He or It is not this, He or It is. If we exist, if
our parents and their parents have existed, then it
is proper to believe in the Parents of the whole
creation. If He is not, we are nowhere.

And that is why all of us with one voice
call one God differently as Paramatma, Ishwara,
Shiva, Vishnu, Rama, Alla, Khuda, Dada
Mormuzda, Jehova, God and an infinite variety
of names. He is one and yet many; He is smaller
than an Atom, and bigger than the Hiamalayas.
He is contained even in a drop of the ocean, and
yet not even the seven seas can encompass Him.
Reason is powerless to know him. But I need not
labour the point. Faith is essential in this matter.
My logic can make and unmake innumerable
hypothesis. An athesist might floor me in a debate.

But my faith runs so very much faster than my
reason that I can challenge the whole world and
say: ‘God is, was and ever shall be.’

But those who want to deny His existence
are at liberty to do so. He is merciful and
compassionate. He is not an earthly king needing
an army to make us accepting His way. He allows
us freedom, and yet His compassion commands
obedience to His will. But if any one of us disdains
to bow to His will, He says: ‘so be it. My sun will
shine no less for thee; my clouds will rain no less
for thee. I need not force thee to accept My sway.’
Of such as God, let the ignorant dispute the
existence. I am one of the millions of the wise men
who believe in Him and am never tired of bowing
to Him and singing His glory.

God Is

There is an indefinable Mysterious power
that pervades everything. I feel it, though I do not
see it. It is this unseen power which makes itself
felt and yet defies all proof, because it is so unlike
all that I perceive through my senses. It transcends
the senses.

Butitis possible to reason out the existence
of God to a limited extent. Even in ordinary affairs
we know that people do not know who rules or
why and how he rules. And yet they know that

heavens. The King, his men and the elephant
rejoiced and clasped their hands in worship. Then
the King, falling down prostrate before Kalayanaar
and worshipping him, cried ‘““You have made it
possible for us to behold Him whom neither
Brahma nor Vishnu could see. Truly none but
faithful devotees can thus behold Him face to face”.
Then he performed the other sacred services and
left. Kalayar remained there for some time and
continued his worship. Then he too left for his own
village.

There he once had the rare happiness of meeting
Thiru—-Gnana Sampanthar and Thiru-
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Naavukarasar, who together visited Thiru—
Kadavoor. He entertained them and fed them and
received the grace and blessings of the devotees
and of the Lord Himself.

He remained at Thiru—Kadavoor where abides He
who destroyed Kaama (the god of worldly love)
and Yama (the god of death), and with single —
mindedness and ever increasing love for the Lord
performed whatever divine work came his way
and finally reached the feet of the Lord.

Slave am I of the slaves of Kalayar of Thiru—
Kadavoor.




Sivathondan

there is a Power that certainly rules. In my tour in
Mysore, I met poor villagers and I found upon
inquiry that they did not know who ruled Mysore.
They simply said some god ruled it. If the
knowledge of these poor people was so limited
about their ruler, I, who am infinitely lesser than
God than they than their ruler, need not to be
surprised if I do not realize the presence of God-
the King of Kings. Nevertheless, I do feel, as the
poor villages felt about Mysore, that there is
orderliness in the Universe, there is an unalterable
Law governing everything and every being that
exists or lives. It is not a blind laws, for no blind
law can govern conduct of living beings; and,
thanks to the marvellous researches of Sir J. C.
Bose, it can now be proved that even matter is
life. That Law, then, which governs all life, is God.
Law and the Law giver are one. I may not deny
the Law or the Law giver, because I know so little
about it or Him. Even as my denial or ignorance
of the existence of an earthly power will avail me
nothing, so will not my denial of God and His Law
liberate me from its operation; whereas humble
and mute acceptance of Divine Authority makes
life’s journey easier, even as the acceptance of
earthly rule makes life it easier.

I dodimly perceive that whilst everything
around me is ever changing, ever dying there is
underlying all that change a Living Power that is
changeless, that holds all together, that creates
dissolves and recreates. That informing Power or
Spiritis God. And since nothing else I sec merely
through the senses can or will persist, He alone is.
And s this Power benevolent or malevolent? I see
it as purely benevolent. For, I can see that in the
midst of death, life persists; in the midst of untruth,
truth persists; in the midst of darkness, light
persists. Hence, I gather that God is Life, Truth,
Light. He is Love. He is the Supreme Good.

But He is no God who merely satisfies the intellect,
if He ever does. God to be God must rule the
heart and transform it. He must express Himself in
every the smallest act of His votary. This can only
be done through a definite realization more real
than the five senses can ever produce. Sense
perceptions can be, often are, false and deceptive,
however real they may appear to us. Where there

C 49 )

is realization outside the sense, it is infallible; it is
proved not by extraneous evidence, but in the
transformed conduct and character of those who
have felt the real presence of God within.
Such testimony is to be found in the experiences
of an unbroken line of prophets and sages in all
countries and climes. To reject this evidence is to
deny oneself.
This realization is preceded by an 1mmovable faith.
He, who would in his own person test the fact of
God’s presence, can do so by a living faith. And
since faith itself cannot be proved by extraneous
evidence, the safest course is to believe in the moral
government of the world and, therefore, in the
supremacy of the Moral Law-the Law of Truth
and Love. Exercise of faith will be the safest where
there is clear determination summarily to reject all
that is contrary to Truth and Love.
I confess I have no argument to convince through
reason. Faith transcends reason. Al can advise
is not to attempt the impossible.
I cannot account for the existence of evil by any
rational method. To want to do so is to be co-
equal with God. I am, therefore, humble enough
to recognize evil as such. And I call God long-
suffering and patient, precisely because He permits
evil in the world. I know that He has no evil in
Him, and yet if there is evil, he is the author of it
and yet untouched by it.

I know, too, that I shall be never know
God if [ do not wrestle with and against evil even
at the cost of life itself. I am fortified in the belief
by my own humble and limited experience. The
purer I try to become, the nearer I feel to be to
God. How much more should I be when my faith
is not a mere apology, as it is today, but has become
as immovable as the Himalayas and as white and
bright as the snows of their peaks? Meanwhile, [
pray with Newman who sang from Experience:

“Lead, kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom,
Lead Thou me on;

The night is dark and I am far from home,
Lead Thou me on;

Keep Thou my feet, I do not ask to see

The distant scene; one step enough for me”
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