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Mission Station at Kurukkalmadam

The Franciscan Brothers
are joyful and happy to say that
they are celebrating the 30th
anniversary of mission work at
Kurukkalmadam, This mission
station was started on the 25th
March 1982.

The celebration will be held
on 22nd of April 2012. The
main celebrant will be the Rt.
Rev. Dr. J .Kingsly Swampillai
the Bishop of Trinco -
Batticaloa. Rev. Bros. Paul
Peries, S. Thobiasand A. Arul

and G.Marianathan were the
pioneers .

Accepting the invitation of
Rt. Rev. Dr. L. R. Anthony
then Bishop of Trinco —
Batticaloa the brothers decided
to serve the people at
Kurukkalmadam.

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Kingsly
Swampillai welcomed the
pioneer brothers and gave all
the support and encoura
gement to start and continue
the mission at Kurukkal

of April 2012

[ was engrossed

The rays of the setting sun

A group of fishermen

And have caught nothing!

The disparity in human living

The 150 th Anniversary of the heavenly birth
of St. Eugene De Maxenod, The founder of OMI
congregation at St. Patrick’s College on tha 19 th

Life's Realities
In the sight on the sea shore,

Piercing through a radiant sky,
Etched strange pictures on a blue and golden canvas.

Bathed in sweat and drawing their nets in,
We have worked the whole night

Mute words, voiceless, depths unspoken.

Yet another sight of affluent company

Bathing in the glow and gleam of sunlight

After their splash and splatter in the warm tropical sea,
Relaxing as though life is to be enjoyed.

Spoke volumes and touched me to quick.
Rer St. Fatimanayaki. A.C.

St. Patrick’s Apostolic Institute, Talawakelle

madam. From the biggining the
brothers started doing
missionary and pastoral work
at Palugamam, Amba
lanthurai, Kokkadicholai,
Darmapuram and Kurukkal
madam and continuing up to
NoOw,

The brothers at Kuru
kkalmadam Mission station
have further developed Assisi
[llam for boys, a Boys’ farm,
a Pre- school at Kuru
kkalmadam, A day care centre
at Darmapuram and Assisi
Nagar.

Rev. Bro. Sebastian
Miranda died in this mission
station due to his sickness and
oldage on 23.10.1991.

Rev. Bro. Thomas J. Justus
celebrated his Golden Jubilee
in the year on October 4th
2011. The construction of the
new church dedicated
St.Francis of Assisi to mark the
50th anniversary of their
catholic faith supprted by the
Franciscan Brothers with the
cooperation of the Pariah
priests and the parishners.

When the brothers began
this mission station there only
6 families and now there are
nearly 45 families at
Kurukkalmadam for which
the brothers are thankful to the
Bishop, Priests, Rev. Sisters
and prisoners of Tetative and
Kurukkalmadam.

Bro. T. J. Justus CMSF

Happy Easter

St. Patrick’s Apostolic Institute was handed over to the Diocese of Kandy at the end of

December 2012.

The Franciscan Brothers have been running this Institute for the last 25 years starting
from the year 1987. The Rev. Bros: Thomas Fernando, Gratien, Fidelis Croos, Justus,
Gnanapragasam, Thobias and Marianathan serving as the Directors of the Institute.

From the inception of the Institute there were over 200 students benefitted in various
ways for their future life by means of formation, education from the Institute. The institute
is proud to mention that it had produced some priests, religious and well to do lay leaders to

the Church and to the Society.

Happy Easterto’Oneand AllOAl

“Peace be with you”

Provincial Message — April 2012

As we are in the season of Easter, let us
reflect on the themes of PEACE and table
fellowship. As we live in an experiential
waorld let us pray for the gift of faith in
our life, for a caring attitude towards our
needy brothers and sisters and for
faithfulness to the teachings of Jesus
Christ. Jesus greets them: “Peace be with
you” (Luke 2:4-36).Peace is the blessings
of wholeness and fullness of life as
promised in Luke 2:14 that the glory of God is among the
people of goodwill. Human life is a search for the meaning
of our existence so that we may enjoy peace and fellowship.
It is true that the Risen Christ no longer belongs to the earthly
realm; he has entered the dimensions of God Himself,
beyond time and space. That is why he could appear and
disappear anytime. At this juncture, we should ask: ‘Do we
encounter Jesus in our day-to —day lives and experience
peace of mind? As the Upanishadic chant goes: Lead me to
the other side of the darkness, let us all pray to Jesus, the
Risen Lord who has stolen-all our weakness, human
sinfulness, fragility ,fear and everything and who has
overcome the deadly powers of his world , that we may live
fruitfully in His Resurrection. “Depart from evil — do good -
seek the peace” (Cf.Ps 34:14),"Cease to do evil.Learn to do
good,search for justice, help the oppressed,be just to the
orphan,plead for the widow.(ls.1:16-18)

Rabindrenath Tagore, The Indian poet, Play right and
Essayist has said: “Death is not the extinguishing of the light,
but rather putting out the lamp, because the dawn has come”.
Our life searched for this Truth and kept soaring towards its
sublime heights, on the wings of his God given reason and
Christian faith.As Franciscans, Our commitment is to bring
light through the Gospel as we pray “where there is darkness
that | may bring light” . Happy Easter to One and All! Alleluia.

NAVODAYA HOSTEL FOR BOYS

2008/01/01

NAVODAYA Hostel was inaugurated on 15th March 2012 at
the Franciscan Brothers residence at Ekala, Ja-ela. The
Eucharistic celebration was the main event of the day. Rev. Fr.
Henry Silva was the celebrant and he blessed the new boys and
the premises where the boys going to live.

Six new boys, The Provincial Rev. Bro. Thobias, The holy Angel
Sisters from Ekala convent and Bro. Justus the Director of the
NAVODAYA hostel participated in the celebration.
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