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A Great Writer and a Teacher
Name: Kandiah Nadesu
Pseudonym: 'Theniyan’

Kandiah Nadesu, the great Sri Lankan writer of the present time
was born in 'Theniyaham', Polikandy, Valvettiturai on the 6" of January
1942 and died on the 22™ of May 2022 at his residence. He was the
owner of many prestigious awards and titles given by reputed
organizations and institutions and among them, the best was 'Sahithya
Ratna' award honoured by the government of Sri Lanka.

To the world, Theniyan was known to be the greatest writer but
to me, he was a wonderful and smart teacher of Tamil language.

Theniyan was a great listener.
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Theniyan was a forceful orator.

Theniyan was an avid reader.

Theniyan was a popular writer.

As a teacher, Theniyan used the above abilities and talents in
his classrooms. He held a record that was hard to beat. Generations of
students who had the good fortune to be his students and who are
holding positions of trust and responsibility and also as enthusiastic
young writers who are following his steps now, will always remember him
with gratitude and affection. In the classrooms, his sweetness of temper
and winsome ways and above all his spicy humour had made learning
Tamil Language a pleasure to the students. Even the most monotonous
grammar lessons become lively and interesting when he explained
them.

He had been a friend. He had been a guider. He will always
remain in the hearts of his students as the noblest example of the noble
profession, Teaching.

Also his students will never forget his 'thoughts' at the end of each
lesson.
e Bepureinyourthought.

Be pureinyour words.

Be pureinyour deeds.

e  “Itis not your knowledge, not your skills, and not your aptitude; it is
your attitude that determines your altitude in your life.”

Letus pray the Almighty for his soul restin peace.

C. Pararajasingam, J.P.
B.A. (Eng), Dip in ELT, Sp Trained in English
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eflfliLwer” etetim snsMpeOISefetT HIHESSWeNld Shge NBULEB. &Feps
sLBSHFHemenEemen Smisesneugsnansl GuemmGeun®@ uedGeum eufipenm
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Theniyan, an Indomitable,
Intrepid campaigner for Social Justice,
Passed away on 22.05.2022

Theniyan, an eminent writer was born as the second child to late
Mr. Kanthaiah and Mrs. Sinnamah Kanthaiah on 06.01.1942. He wrote
under the pen-name (Theniyan), since Theni was his birth place. Theniis
situated at Polikandy, 3 kilo metres away from Valvettiththurai.

He had his early education at J/Thevarayali Hindu College and
the secondary school education at J/Vigneswara College, Karaveddy.
He underwent a Teacher training course at the teacher training college
Colombothurai.

His first teacher appointment was at Ampitya Sinhala Maha
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vidiyalaya, Bandarawala. From there he started his writing career.

After serving to other schools in the North, he finaly came to
Thevarayali Hindu College. For him Thevarayali was a rich and fertile
ground to write.

He wrote mostly about problems, confronted by the
marginalised sections of the Tamil society. Theniyan had a deep and
abiding interest in the problems faced by these people. According to him,
“It is very unfortunate that most of the Hindu temples still deny entry into
the temples for this particular section of the people in the North of Sri
Lanka.They cannot become principals to some of the so called leading
government schools. He castigates and tells, "We still as Tamils in the
North call ourselves a civilized community in this world.”

Theniyan associated well with Prof. Dr. K. Sivaththampi, K.
Daniel and Dominic Jeeva. Most of his short stories and other writings
appeared in Mallikai. He also wrote regularly to JEEVANATHY,
published by Mr. K. Bharaneetharan. He was a Marxist by conviction. He
was a member of the Communist Party of Sri Lanka (Moscow wing). He
was also a member of the Minority Tamils' Maha Sabha and finaly
became the president of the Sabha. He functioned as the Secretary of
the Progressive Writers Association in the northern region of the country.
He tirelessly worked hard for three days to make Maha Kavi
Subramaniya Bharathiyar Centenary celebration a success.

Altogether he wrote 150 short stories and 14 novels. He was the
recipient of 'Sahitiya Ratna' for his contribution in Tamil Literature. It is
the highest prestigious Award the Sri Lankan government gives to any
person who excels in the field of Literature. As a writer he has served a
riche for himselfin the field of Tamil literature.

He wrote his first novel 'Vidivai Noki' in 1973. By writing this he
became the first Novelist of Vadamarachy. 'Marakoku' (1994) another
one of his popular novels won the Sahitiya Award of the North East
Provincial Ministry and the Award of Srilanka Literary association.
Besides these he has written short novels too. He also wrote many
poems and a few dramas for Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation. Some
of his works were translated in English and Sinhala Languages as well.

He was awarded with Kalabooshanam in 2003. He was a
recipient of the award conferred by the Governor of Northern Province.
He was feted several times by authors of different magazines and by the
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people of Vadamarachy and Colombo.

Before, | conclude, | am writing a personal note. | was cordinator
and senior tutor for Distance Education for Vadamarachy nearly 7 years.
Then programme was initiated by the national Insitutute of Education,
Maharagma. Theniyan was the Tutor for the primary section teacher. He
assisted me well and to the satisfaction of all. | take this opportunity to
thank him for his services he rendered.

May his Soul restin peace at the feet of the Almighty!

K. Thamasirirajah
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| am saddened by the loss of my principal, Theniyan Sir. Your family
has my deepest sympathy and unwavering support. Wishing you peace,
comfort, courage, and lots of love at this time of sorrow.
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Ambethkar of Sri Lankan Tamils

It shook my soul for a moment when | heard the shocking message of
the demise of our dearest sir Mr. Theniyan from Kumar Aththan over the
phone.

It was a time when | was having my primary schooling at Thevaraiyali
in grade 4 in 1974. One day our teacher of religion Miss. Sooran Sivapaickiyam
was absent to school. So, Principal Mr. M.S. Seenithamby had sent Mr.
Theniyanto our class as a relief of replacement to cover up the period.

When Mr.Theniyan stepped into the classroom and turned over the
pages of the book he found that the next topic to be taught was 'Srilasri
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Arumuganavalar'. Suddenly his face changed colours. He mockingly laughed
and humbly told us "lam sorry. | will not teach you about this fellow".

When we asked for the reason, he again humbly and openly told us
"He is a wrong leader of a right religion". Such an open minded social warrior
was our dearest sir Mr. Theniyan who has always raised his voice against the
caste conscious social system of Jaffna Tamils not only in his writings but also in
hisactions.

Very recently | read his latest novels 'Kudimaigal' and 'Moovulagu'.
Both were very fantastic parallel and equal to the Indian Talit novels.
MrTheniyan's 'Vidivai Noakki' and Mr.Daniel's 'Thanneer' have always
reminded me of the famous Indian short story 'The Thakur's Well'. This famous
short story has beenincluded in our G.C.E .O/L English literature.

| have read almost all the novels of Mr.Theniyan from my childhood
from "Vidivai Noakki" upto 'Moovulaku'. | daresay that he is fully worthy to be
called asthe 'Ambethkar of Sri Lankan Tamils'.

I am so sorry. My high caste Hindu Tamil friends should not
misunderstand my remark about Arumuga Navalar. Actually when | write
about my experience with Mr. Theniyan the above incident is unavoidable. It is
a part of his life history. It is not my intention to underestimate the contribution
of Navalar to Tamil and Saiva religion.

May the genuine pure dedicated soul of our dearest Sir Mr. Theniyan
restin everlasting peace and bliss.

Rednasabapathy Uthayashankar
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