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STUDY IN INDIA

> info@pcpark.co & www.pcpark.co

Northern

PC Park
QILddlon saollaliuymien
sadiai 2 codlsd pousonar Caamanied
I5 QIBLMIGaDSE CIOTE LMY wadiadich |l

#Iﬂ) Muddaskadai Junction,

Stanley Road, Jaffna.

Hot Line :- 077 777 1545

077 757 0124 | 075 555 7327 T 021 567 5566 | 021 222 9581
077 336 6443 | 071 777 2377 | 021 222 2050 | 021 222 0388

f Northern Pc Park W Npcpark (© northernpepark 3¢ Northern PC Park

- TAMILNADU

ADMISSIONS OPEN 2022 - 2023

o

ENGINEE

AERONAUTICAL ENGIN
CIVIL ENGINEERING
MECHNICAL ENGINEERING
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

COMPUTER SCIENCE ENGINEERING ™™
ELECTRONICS & COMMUNICATION ENGG.

COMMERCE SCIENCE s.sc.,

Information Technology
B.B.A. | B.Com. (AF) B.C.A. | Computer Science
Mathematics | Physics
Microbiology | Bio-chemistry

B.Com. | B.Com-CA

ARTS
B.A. English, Tamil

For more details

all 076 817 0077 /] 021 492 7780

MNAAC

TAMILNADU, INDIA

POLYTECHNIC

Eligible with O/L

AUTO | MECH
CIVIL | ECE | EEE

Textile & Fashion Designing | Vis.com.

Costume Ilesmn & Fashion

--—--ull----—;_—_—_._—ql..,,...,.&h..r :I"
' '-"'.Iw.n-- -..-':-r n.-"!
- e »

ADMISSION OFFICE ©

--I

Exr:el Lanl;a- EEIA Kasthurlyar Ruﬂd
Jaffna. ( Near Jaffna Hindu Primary School)
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COLOMBO 2023
AT GALADARI HOTEL
10th Jan 2023 by 4.00PM

® Bridal Fashion Show e Aari work Exhibition
e Cake Exhibition e And D] Night
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Since 2014

25470 | Gau | 1965
qangiy | @bs | PD
Accountant | semLn
Ssdlenr (@eerd)

180 6\&.15

25492 | o | 1988
Qe | @bsl | PHD
Researcher / Scientist
2 gapmLd Bays) | USA
170 61818

25447 | Gan | 1990

szl | ksl | Reading
BD | Bank Staff
Gonélewh (flepuLd)

160 6.5 | g6l Of

25475 | Gau | 1992
wnp 6 | @b

Bsc | Civil Engineer
ugewfl (GLoLLD)

170 8.8 | Singapore

25433 | Gau | 1987
CUTTTETTTTLIGTHTSmeToT | @31
BD | Teacher

SHGHLD @evie)

168 61515 | Q\aeil: 12

22945 | Gau | 1988
wnppa] | Gbs

CIMA | Job Seeker
CaLenL (eflm&ssLD)

167 616.18 | Qg6 04

»O6555

Savanil 3\ HIDaoT CFael

www.arunthathee.com

+94 777 164 524

LDAOTLDSAT AU (Laumpsar BHamar)

25481 | Gar | 1976
sg/0ee | @risl | PD
Consultant Physician
Greud) (Seonid) | Separated
168 61515 | ageii: 01 | UK
25497 | Gen | 1988
Sisdeveoliil g | @il | Higher
Diploma | Floor Manager
Srander e | Aus
168 61515 | a6z Of
25484 | ag.4p | 1990
sedeflumisn® | Qs

BSc | Land Surveyor
&MisHens (faguLd)

175 61515 | Qssil: 04
25440 | afl | 1992
earjaaudgenD | s

PD | Tax Officer

2 sl Lnd) (Sewnd)

160 618.15 | g6l 04

25468 | Gau | 1976

o @wdgmi | sl | MD
Tech. Exp. Research
Engineer | wriLnd (L)
167 68.18 | Divorced | sern

25435 | s | 1989

aanwwby | @ksl | B.Eng
Software Architect
SlmGeureword (DapLd)

188 61g.15

25371 | Gau | 1991

wi L éaemi | @bal | BD &
ME | Team Leader
LTLLMS) (&LOLILD)

155 61&.15

25489 | Gau | 1993
Gamuuimu | 8bs

Bsc | Lecturer

fpHevy Gstied)

183 61515 | QVasil: 02

25483 | Gau | 1979
spewLne | @b | B.E
Engineer | USA

L&D BLELD)

179 61815

25479 | Gau | 1989
a\FlwesTul B | Bbs
NDT | Technical Officer
Opwiuiedwid GBLSLD)

170 8.5

25476 | @ | 1992
HrGanauene | Qs
BSC | Technical Lead
JOLLTE (@LDLLD)

160 61515 | g6l 12
25446 | Gau | 1993

6 GUTETOTITITLIGUIT 61D6T0T | 858
M. Eng | Fluid Dynamic
Engineer | UK | wmb
@) | 179 61518

LDATIDS 6T @IUmD (LoawTDBaT BHaman)

254691 | Gau | 1988
6UETIT6TOTITITLIGTOT 6T6T0T | s
MBBS | Doctor | UK
L0 ELDLDLD)

173 g5
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Read the following passage and Answer: the question that follows.

Character is destiny. Character is that on which the destiny of a
nation is built. One cannot have a great nation with men of small
character. We must have young men and women who look upon oth-
ers as the living image of themselves as our Shastras have so often
declared. But whether in public life or student life, we cannot reach
great heights, if we are lacking in character. We cannot climb the
mountain when the ground at our feet is crumbling,.

When the very basis of our structure is shaky how can we reach
the heights we have set before ourselves? We must all have humility.
Here is a country in which we are all interested in building up for
whatever service we take up, we should not care for what we receive.
We should know how much we can putinto that service. That should
be the principle that should animate our young men and women.
Ours is a great country, we have had for centuries a great history. The
whole of the East reflects our culture.

Answer the following questions based on the reading passage.

1. What is the passage about?

3.How can we reach the great heights we have set before ourselves?

5. Find the synonyms for the words/phrases from the above pas-
sage.

(a) break a fall apart into small fragments

(b) the quality of a modest view

There is something disarming about Maria Sharapova, something
at odds with her ready smile and glamor ous attire. And that some-
thing in her lifted her on Monday, 22 August 2005 to the world
number one position in women’s tennis. All this happened in almost
no time. Poised beyond her years, the Siberian born teenager took
just four years as a professional to reach the pinnacle. However, the
rapid ascent in a fiercely competitive world began nine years before
with a level of sacrifice few children would be prepared to endure.

Little Maria had not yet celebrated her tenth birthday when she
was packed off to train in the United States. That trip to Florida with
her father Yurilaunched her on the path to success and stardom. But
it also required a heart wrenching two-year separation from her
mother Yelena. The latter was compelled to stay back in Siberia
because of visa restrictions. The nine-year-old girl had already learnt
an important lesson in life-that tennis excellence would only come
at a price.

“I used to be so lonely,” Maria Sharapova recalls. “I missed my
mother terribly. My father was working as much as he could to keep

»n o«

my tennis-training going. So, he couldn’t see me either”. “Because I
was so young, | used to go to bed at 8 p.m. The other tennis pupils
would come in at 11 p.m. and wake me up and order me to tidy up

»n «

the room and clean it.” “Instead of letting that depress me, [ became
more quietly determined and mentally tough. I learnt how to take
care of myself.

I never thought of quitting because I knew what [ wanted. When
you come from nothing and you have nothing, then it makes you very
hungry and determined... I would have put up with much more
humiliation and insults than that to steadfastly pursue my dream.”

Answer the following questions based on the reading passage.

1. How many year did Sharapova take to reach the pinnacle as a

professional?

isn't

free. You

3. What penalty did Maria Sharapova have to pay, being younger
than the other players?

4. What qualities of Maria Sharapova would you like to see incul-
cated by every sportsman in the competitive world of sports?
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Nicholas Chorier is not your usual photographer. He is a kite
aerial photographer. He uses a kite to hoist his camera into the skies
and clicks photographs while the camera dangles precariously mid-
air. As a teenager; Nicholas had two passions - photography and kite
flying. During a trip to India to make a photo report on kite making,
helearntaboutthis unique style of photography. Fascinated, he liter-
ally tied his two hobbies together for aliving. Nicholas learnt to make
strong kites modelled on the Japanese kites, Rokkaku that could
endure harsh winds. A novice in his chosen field, he then set out to
train himself.

Today he is one of the most well-known kite aerial photographers
in the world. The technique is to tie a cradle containing the photogra
phy equipment to the string of the kite and then fly it, thus launching
the camera into air. From the ground, Nicholas manipulates the angles
of the camera with a remote. An air-to-ground video link enables
him to see the view from the kite’s vantage point. Once satisfied with
the frame, he clicks a picture. However, the job does have its pitfalls
too.

Once, his kite disappeared in the Yamuna river, with his expensive
camera in tow. He is especially fond of India, having made a couple
of trips and taken many spectacular photos. “India is too vast and
beautiful a country to be captured through the lenses in one life” he
says. He recently released a book, Kite’s Eye View: India between
Earth and Sky. Though it includes photographs of off taken sites like
the Taj Mahal, it shows them from a totally different perspective.

Answer the following questions based on the reading passage.

1. What were Nicholas’s two passions?

4. (a) India is too vast a country to be captured through the lenses.

(Remove too ....... and rewrite)

(b) Nicholas learnt to make strong kites. (Rewrite using past perfect
tenses)
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Maria Montessori was born in Chiaravalle, in Italy on 31st August
1870. In spite of discouragement from all quarters, Maria became
the first woman medical graduate from the University of Rome. In
those days women were not enrolled at medical colleges. After her
medical education she was made in charge of an Institute for men-
tally retarded children. In those days people believed that mentally
retarded should notlearn anything. So, no one taught them anything
even simple things like attending to their needs and changing their
dresses.

During her workin the institution, Maria observed these children
very carefully and saw that these children seemed to find out for
themselves about many things. They would reach out for anything
they found, turn it around, see its shape, etc. She concluded that,
given proper training and attention, these children could be taught
to take care of basic needs and also some of them could pass the
reading and writing test as ordinary children. Maria taught the chil-
dren to distinguish between colours, sound, smells and tastes. She
made frames with button holes and buttons to teach children how
to tie shoe laces.

Her methods worked well and soon the children were able to do
many things on their own. Maria thought that her method could be
extended to be useful to ordinary children too. So, Maria opened the
first school in the slums of Rome for children between three and six
years. She called her school” Casa Di Bambini (Italian for “Children’s
House”). She applied her medical and psychological knowledge and
experience for proper training of normal children.

She noted that when a child is really interested in the exercise he
had chosen, he would become completely absorbed and could not
be distracted. The child, thus, learnt from actually what it was doing.
Dr. Maria found that children were ready for different tasks at dif-
ferent stages and that they needed the right exercise at the right
state. A Montessori teacher’s job was not to tell children what to do
but to recognise in what state the child was and to guide him.

Also, children should be free to move about. They should not be
pinned to their seats. Children became self-reliantand independent

with this method. The children were not given any punishmentin a
Montessori School because even if a child behaved badly at first,
when he became engrossed in the activity of his choice, he would be
quiet and settle down. Maria believed that all human beings passed
through certain set stages of psychological development. Differences
were mainly because of the opportunities offered by the environ-
ment in which they were brought up as a child.

Answer the following questions based on the reading passage.
1. Where was Maria Montessori born?(Choose the correct answer
and rewrite it)

2. Where did Maria open the first school for normal children?
3. What does “Casa Di Bambini” mean in the passage?

4. Whenis a child completely absorbed in learning things, according
to Maria?
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Promoting Human Rights -
Good Governance, the Rule of
Law and Democracy

Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity
and of the equal and inalienable rights of all mem-
bers of the human family is the foundation of
freedom, justice and peace in the world

Universal Declaration of Human Rights

There is no doubt that nurturing good gover-
nance is essential to ensuring respect for human
rights. Without the rule oflaw, independent courts
and other institutions of the modern society -
essential components of good governance - the
promise of human rights may remain just that: a
promise unfulfilled. Enforcement of fundamental
freedoms when it matters may be impossible. The
lesson of history is that transparent, responsible,
accountable and participatory governance is a
prerequisite to enduring respect for human dig-
nity and the defence of human rights.

The Hon Justice M Kirby

The theme of this conference concerns human
rights. Asan introduction to that theme, this paper
outlines recent activities intended to foster the
promotion and enjoyment of human rights inter-
nationally and, more particularly, in the Pacific
region and then addresses several currentissues.
The judiciary has not been included in many of
these activities, even though its role is crucial in
the recognition, protection and enjoyment of
human rights.

Itwould be a fascinating philosophical exercise
to go back in time to ascertain the genesis of the
notions of democracy, human rights and the rule
oflaw. Modern attempts to understand their inter-
relationship seem to throw up a "chicken and egg"
debate. I propose to bypass that debate and sim-
ply start from the proposition that each stands
separately but is related to, and dependent upon,
the others. A moment's reflection shows that the
quality and enjoyment of each builds on the strength
of the other two.

The Origins of International
Human Rights

The establishment of the United Nations (UN)
in 1945 ushered in a new period of respect for
human rights. Its Charter does not, however, con-
tain a comprehensive Bill of Rights.

Instead, contemporary human rights law is
based upon the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (UDHR), which was drafted by the Commission
on Human Rights (CHR) in 1947, and adopted by
the General Assembly of the United Nations on 10
December, 1948.

The UDHR sets out, in succinct terms, the fun-
damental rights and freedoms that all human
beings, regardless of race, colour, sex, language,
religion, political or other opinion, ethnicity and
national background are entitled to enjoy. In one
form or another, these rights have been recognised
for centuries but it was not until the creation of
the Universal Declaration that they were compre-
hensively codified with the supportand agreement
of the international community.

These rights are not just a construct based on
Westernideals. They have deep roots in the tradi-
tions of all peoples. The drafters of the Declaration
drew upon the principles enshrined in national
laws and constitutions. They referred not only to
common law systems of justice but also to civil
law countries and socialist systems. They did so
in order to make certain its universal application.

The rights enshrined in the UDHR have been
further articulated in subsequent conventions. In
1966, the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR) and the International
Covenanton Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(ICESCR) were adopted by the General Assembly.
Together, the Declaration, conventions and their
optional protocols constitute an International Bill
of Rights.

Other major human rights treaties dealing with
specific subject matters have also been enacted.
They include the Convention on the Elimination
of all Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD)
Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) the
Convention Against Torture and other Cruel,

Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
(CAT) the Convention on the Rights of the Child
(CROC) and the International Convention on the
Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers
and Members of their Families (MWC). Conventions
addressing the rights of Indigenous peoples and
disabled persons are in the process of being nego-
tiated.

Schedule 1 of this paper summarises the sub-
stantive provisions of the seven core interna-
tional human rights treaties. Schedule 2 shows
which Pacific States have ratified them. Ratifications
by France are also shown. Pacific Island States
have a very low record of ratification of these
treaties. Nevertheless, all states are subject to
customary international law. There are differing
views whether all of the rights embodied in the
UDHR have, through their widespread and con-
sistent international acknowledgement, become
partof customary international law. Nevertheless,
it is now generally accepted that some rules, at
least, have become custom; namely, the prohibi-
tions against slavery, torture, arbitrary detention,
and systematicracial discrimination. Consequently,
these prohibitions are binding on all states, regard-
less of whether they have ratified the specific
treaties mentioned above.

Whilst States are bound in international law
by the treaties they have signed and by interna-
tional custom, human rights so recognised do not
become part of the domestic law of some States,
including common law countries, until those States
have enacted them into domestic law. Of course,
this is not necessary if human rights are already
enshrined in the State's Constitution. Schedule 3
summarises the fundamental rights and freedoms
that are constitutionally entrenched in Pacific
Island States.

Many principles in the International Bill of
Rights reflect the meaning and content of the
notions of the rule oflaw and democracy. The rule
oflaw is expressed in the provisions which assert
that all are equal before the law and are entitled,
without discrimination, to the equal protection of
the law. It is also embodied by the principle that
no one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference
with their rights and freedoms. Democratic prin-
ciples are inherent in the right to self-determina-
tion, the right of freedom of peaceful assembly
and association and the right to take part in the
government of the country directly or through
freely chosen representatives.

UN Human Rights Regime

Each major human rights treaty contains a
supervisory mechanism, according to which States
are required to lodge periodic "country reports".
Thereports describe the legislative,administrative
and judicial measures taken by the State to comply
with its obligations under the convention. These
reports are considered by "Treaty Bodies", which
are committees established pursuantto the provi-
sions of the treaty for the purpose of monitoring
state compliance. Reportsissued by Treaty Bodies
are, at times, critical of a State. If a State is found
to have neglected its responsibilities, the Treaty
Body will make recommendations to help that
State remedy the deficit.

The functional commissions of the UN have
also established anumber of mechanisms to assist
the promotion and protection of human rights.
These arereferred to as "special procedures”. They
include periodic debates before the CHR on coun-
try situations and the appointment of thematic
rapporteurs and working groups. The special
proceduresrecognise that "domestic" human rights
issues are now legitimate matters for interna-
tional scrutiny.

Optional protocols to the ICCPR, ICERD, CEDAW
and CAT provide a mechanism for individuals to
lodge complaints, known as "communications”,
with the Treaty Body, alleging a violation of their
rights under the Convention. These communica-
tions are carefully considered by the relevant
treaty body and result in the publication of a
"Finding". There is no machinery to enforce a

Finding if it is adverse to a State. Instead, the sys-
tem relies upon the State being prepared to act
on the Finding and any recommendation therein.

There are also human rights regimes, with
supervisory mechanisms, in certain regions around
the world. The UN divides the world into four
geographiczones: the Africas, the Americas, Europe
and the Asia Pacific region - the latter being all
States east of Europe and west of the Americas
(from Palestine to the American west coast). Each
region, other than the Asia Pacific, has a human
rights body to which complaints of non-compliance
may be made by individuals against the State.

The point has now been reached where inter-
national law and the international community
have established wide-ranging human rights
standards which touch upon most aspects of gov-
ernment and human endeavour.

However, the stark reality is that established
norms are not being implemented in many parts
of the world and are not enjoyed by the members
of many minority ethnic and social groups.

Human rights only have meaning when they
can be enjoyed in a practical sense. This was
emphasised by the present High Commissioner
for Human Rights, Madame Louise Arbour, who
observed in her Opening Address at the 61st
Session of the CHR that the UN has spent the last
60 years establishing human rights norms and the
time has now come to concentrate on their imple-
mentation.

The Secretary-General has tried to reform the
United Nations in order to achieve this goal. In his
firstreform programin 1997, human rights were
integrated into the work of the whole organisation.
His second reform program called for stronger
links between international standards, interna-
tional human rights machinery and UN activities
undertaken at the country level. He encouraged
more attention to human rights protection work
while, at the same time, maintaining the UN's
traditional commitment to human rights promo-
tion, capacity and infrastructure building. To this
end, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) co-convened a major interna-
tional seminar in September 2004 with the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) focus-
ing on practical measures to ensure effective
implementation of good governance practices for
the promotion of human rights at the national
level. The seminar was attended by 138 people
from 73 countries. In a statement summarising
the outcome of the seminar, the Chairman, Mr Lee
Sun-jin, observed:

Good governance needs to aim for justice. While
the element of the rule of law is extremely impor-
tantas part of good governance for the promotion
of human rights, that element should not merely
imply respect for the national law but rather for
law which is consistent with the international
human rights framework, with channels to promote
justice.

The Seoul Seminar on Good Governance was
followed by an International Roundtable of National
Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) in Suva, Fiji
on 13-15 December 2004. The Roundtable was
convened to consider the role of NHRIs in ensur-
ing good governance and the promotion and
protection of human rights. It was organised by
OHCHR and hosted by the Fijian Human Rights
Commission. Although it was an international
roundtable, it is significant that OHCHR chose to
hold it in the Pacific.

National Human Rights Institutions

Both the Secretary-General of the UN and the
High Commissioner for Human Rights have said
that NHRIs are one of the principle vehicles for
the promotion and protection of human rights.

Tobeanaccredited NHRI, an organisation must
comply with the "Paris Principles". The key mini-
mum criteria are:

Independence guaranteed by the national
constitution or by statute;

Autonomy from the government

Pluralism, including in its membership
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A broad mandate based on universal human
rights standards;

Adequate powers of investigation, without
authorisation from higher authority;

Sufficient resources to maintain an adequate
infrastructure and to carry out its mandate; and

Members that are appointed by an official act,
for a specified period.

The accreditation processis carried out by the
International Co-ordinating Committee of National
Institutions (ICC). This body meets annually.

An accredited NHRI will have the power:

To make recommendations and proposals to
the government on human rights aspects of exist-
ing and proposed laws;

Toreporton specific violations ofhuman rights
and the national human rights situation in gen-
eral; and

Toreceive, investigate and report on complaints
from individuals. Most NHRIs also have power
either to commence litigation to enforce human
rights or to intervene in litigation involving sig-
nificant human rights issues.

[t must be recognised that NHRIs are not the
only form of national human rights mechanism.
Such mechanisms may come in various shapes
and sizes and may be established under the
Parliament, Executive or Judiciary. They may have
mandates of varying widths and enjoy differing
degrees ofindependence from government. Besides
a NHRI, there could be a national advisory com-
mission on human rights, a national anti-discrim-
ination commission, or an ombudsman. Generally,
however, these mechanisms have more retricted
mandates than a NHRI. This topicis taken up later
in this paper.

The importance of NHRIs in the UN system has
recently been emphasised by the Secretary-General.
In a report published in March 2005, he recom-
mended that NHRIs be given greater participa-
tory rights in the CHR. At the 61st Meeting of the
CHR, the member States resolved to permit
accredited NHRIs to speak under all agenda items.
They also supported NHRI engagement in all the
subsidiary bodies of the Commission.

Atpresent, there are three NHRIs in the Pacific:
Australia, Fiji and New Zealand. These NHRIs are
members of a regional organisation, the Asia
Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions
(APF). The APF was founded in 1996 to provide
practical support, technical assistance and co-
operation to NHRIs, civil society and governments.
There are presently 15 members of the APF,
comprising 12 full members and 3 associate
members. The APF has an independent, very
active Secretariat with substantial funding and
an Advisory Commission of Jurists.

The establishment of an NHRI is a matter for
the legislature of each State and the structure of
a particular institution will reflect that State's
constitution, local laws and judicial and adminis-
trative system.

Many States have established a NHRI in order
to comply with their obligations under interna-
tional conventions to provide effective remedies
for human rights violations. The Australian Human
Rightsand Equal Opportunity Commission (HREOC)
was established for this purpose.

Regional Activities for the Promotion and

Protection of Human Rights in the Pacific

Interest in the promotion and protection of
human rights in the Pacific region is not new.
LawAsia undertook a major project in the late
1980s to encourage the Pacific States to agree to
adopt a Pacific Charter of Human Rights. The
Human Rights Committee of LawAsia held a con-
ference on the question in Fiji in April 1985, fol-
lowing which a drafting committee was convened.
The work of the drafting committee was reviewed
and considered at seminars conducted by LawAsia
in1987,1989 and 1990. The outcome was a draft
model treaty based on the African Charter of
Human and Peoples' Rights which established the
African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights.
The proposed treaty recognised wide-ranging
rights, including all basic civil and political rights
(most of which are already contained in the con-
stitutions of the Pacific States), as well as eco-
nomic, social and cultural rights, and the rights
of peoplesincluding Indigenous peoples. The draft
also included sets of duties for the government
and individuals as members of society. Finally,

the draft proposed a Pacific Human Rights
Commission which would supervise the Charter
and deal with complaints about human rights
violations. The treaty has not been adopted by
the Pacific States. However, as I will mention later
in this paper, it has recently been raised again for
discussion.

In the conclusions of the UN's 12th Annual
Workshop on Regional Framework for the Promotion
and Protection of Human Rights in the Asia Pacific
Region, the Governments of the region recognised:

".both the financial and human constraints
faced by the Pacific Island States in their efforts
to promote and protect human rights and call[ed]
upon the OHCHR to provide technical assistance,
capacity building and training, also through the
posting of a sub-regional representative in Fiji, to
Pacific Island Governments and to support the
Pacific Island States which have not yet done so
to consider establishing a National Human Rights
Institution”.

The Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) has also repeat-
edly expressed a strong commitment to achieving
regional co-operation on human rights and good
governance.

At their annual meeting in 2003, the Pacific
[slands Forum leaders agreed to carry out areview
of the Forum and its Secretariat. An Eminent
Persons' Group was established to review the
forum. It was tasked with providing a fresh man-
date and vision for the Pacific Islands Forum and
an improved capacity within the Forum to enable
itto provide leadership on regional co-operation
and integration.

In its report delivered to a Special Leaders'
Retreatin April 2004, the Eminent Persons’ Group
recommended that:

The forum should report the work of members
in developing national human rights machinery.
As part of this process, those leaders whose gov-
ernments are not already engaged with the Asia
Pacific Human Rights Forum [sic - APF], might
consider becoming so. This would draw in practi-
cal assistance from the Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights. In April 2004,
the Forum Leaders adopted the "Auckland
Declaration"”, in which they endorsed the recom-
mendations of the Eminent Persons' Group,
including the recommendation regarding the
establishment of human rights machinery and
noted that this may be done in consultation with
the APF.

On 1-3rd June 2004, a "Pacific Island Human
Rights Consultation” (the 2004 Suva Consultation)
was held in Suva, Fiji. This Consultation was
organised by the OHCHR, APF, UNDP and the
Commonwealth Secretariat and was hosted by
the Fijian Human Rights Commission. Participants
in the Consultation included representatives of
the Governments of Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, New
Zealand, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, Vanuatu
and Australia. Representatives of non-govern-
mental organisations also attended from 16 States,
as well as representatives from OHCHR, UNDP,
UNICEF, UNESCO, the Pacific Islands Forum
Secretariat, the Commonwealth Secretariat and
the NHRIs of Australia, Fiji and New Zealand.
There were over 80 participants in all. In the
Concluding Statement the participants reaffirmed
that:

the primary focus for the promotion and pro-
tection of humanrightsis at the national level and
therefore itis the primary responsibility of States
to ensure that human rights are promoted, pro-
tected and fulfilled.

To that end the participants welcomed the
decision of the PacificIsland Leaders to encourage
the development of national human rights machin-
ery with the possible engagement of the APF and
the support ofthe OHCHR and other UN agencies.
Inthe course of the Consultation, many participants
stressed the importance of understanding the
Pacificas aregion distinct from Asia. Participants
expressed the view that customary law should
not take precedence over international human
rights law but that human rights programs and
rights-based interventions must be delivered in
aculturally appropriate manner. The participants
recommended that for each real or perceived
conflict between culture and rights, careful
analysis, wide consultation and an inclusive
national decision-making process should be

undertaken.

The Concluding Statement also noted the cru-
cial need for an OHCHR presence in the Pacific. It
requested the appointment of an OHCHR human
rights adviser to provide full-time technical co-
operation and needs assessment, as well as to
assist Pacific States to address and provide effec-
tive responses to human rights problems.

Since the 2004 Suva Consultation, the OHCHR
has taken steps to establish a sub-regional office
in Fiji. The selection process for the representative
has concluded and it is anticipated that the office
will open in mid-2005.

As a follow up to the recommendations of the
Eminent Persons' Group, the Pacific Islands Forum
Secretariat, in co-operation with the APF, held a
Regional Workshop on National Human Rights
Mechanisms in Nadj, Fiji,on 28 February - 1 March
2005 (the 2005 Nadi Workshop). The Justice and
Foreign Affairs Ministries were to be the principle
participants. There were representatives of 13 of
the Forum States, though notalways at Ministerial
level and, in addition, there were representatives
of the office of the UNHCHR, the UNDP and other
UN agencies, along with representatives from
regional NGO's working in the human rights field.
The Outcome Statementrecords that the workshop
identified a range of challenges facing Forum
countries in the promotion and protection of
human rights. These include:

Limited "ownership" and awareness of human
rights within both governments and communities
due, in part, to a lack of understanding of the
relevance of human rights (including economic,
social and cultural rights) to the daily lives of the
people of the region;

Multiple priorities of government competing
for scarce resources, including economic and
social development and environmental concerns,
exacerbated by frequent changesin government;

A lack of economic, technical, institutional
human resources and capacity to pursue human
rights at the national level;

Obstacles presented by the region's isolation
and the difficulty of governments in accessing
international assistance;

The variety of models of good governance and
the machinery of government in Pacific nations;

A lack of quality information on the benefits
ofbecominga party to international human rights
conventions;

The heavy treaty based reporting obligations
on governments; and

The need to reconcile human rights with tra-
ditional customary rights.

The workshop recognised that the primary
responsibility for promoting, protecting and
monitoring human rights at the national level lies
with national governments. It also identified a
number of issues that need to be considered by
governments if they are planning to establish
national human rights machinery including:

The possibility of using human rights legisla-
tion to set out detailed protections;

The importance of establishing new human
rightsinstitutions while, at the same time, strength-
ening existing governmental and non-governmen-
tal mechanisms which play arole in human rights;

The significant role played by civil society in
promoting, protecting and monitoring human
rights;

The need to build a culture of human rights
through all levels of society; and

The desirability of extending regional human
rights training programs to all Forum island
countries

The Outcome Statement is notable for its fail-
ure to make any express reference to the pivotal
role of the judiciary and the legal profession which
supports it. It is respectfully suggested that this
is a serious omission. The judiciary and the legal
profession fulfil important roles in standard set-
ting, in detecting and remedying human rights
violations and in promoting understanding about
the content and importance of human rights and
about the community's responsibility to respect
them.

The judiciary and the legal profession mustbe
active in these matters and must engage with the
good governance debate which is occurring.
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