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Syeuiy “Logan in his classic, District Manual of Malabar “gives an account of the language
of the island of Minicoy, which lies between the west coast of India and the Laccadive islands,
and records the curious fact that the islanders have a duo-decimal system of notation up
to 100. The cardinal numbers are as follows:

The word for 100 is derived from the mainland, and represents a disharmonic intrusion
into the duo-decimal system. But what about the origin of the system itself? It may be said
that for us the establishment of such a system represents an unattainable mathematical

1=6kke | 2=de 3 =tine 4 = hattari 5 = pahe
6=haye 7= hatti 8 = areg 9 =nive 10 = dihe
11 =egara aklus | 12 =doloss 13 = dolbss 14 =doloss de
I N akke
23 = doloss i 24 = phasihi 25=phasihi ekke
eklus sssrissssraman s anades
36 = tintoldss 48 = phanass 60 = phattoldss | 72=phahitti 84=haidoloss
96="hiya 100=hiya
hattali

ideal. Certainly the islanders of Minicoy could not have evolved it for themselves, nor could
they have obtained it from India. The nearest possible source is Mesopotamia; but whether
the precise words used for the different numbers conform or cast doubt upon a Sumerian
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