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Centre for Performing Arts

presents
a multifaceted

Drama Festival

27" and 28 August 2016
5.30 pm
Main Hall, Ramakrishna Mission,
Wellawatta,
Colombo - 06

First day |
Kuselar (Isai Nadakam) |
13.7 + n = Q(A wordless Play on Evolution)
Second day
Puthiyathoru Veedu (Kavithai Nadakam)
Ashoka (A wordless Presentation of War and Peace)

;
T = =
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Drama Festival

The was formed in 1965. Rev Fathér Dr. N. Mariya Xavier is
the founder and the director of this institute. The Centre for Performing
Arts is the only performing institute functioning in the country
continuously for more than 50 years. Though it was started in Jaffna
and continues to have its head office there, the Centre for Pérforming
Arts has branches across the country. This institute functions beyond
the limits of ethnic, religion and language and has produced stage dramas
to suit the contemporary and presented them to the audience. Thisis
the only arts institution which functioned even at the height of the war. It
has functioned as a volunteer organization working for peace and voicing
against war and marginalization and providing recreation to the people
living amidst the crisis of war. The Centre for Performing Arts involves
with many activities like producing and documenting of staging of
dramas, theatre activities, serial drama workshops, theatre exhibitions,
aesthetic college for fine arts, arts theatre for drawings, book launches,
and ‘Kalaimugam’ magazine for literature, ‘ Aaturukai’ magazine for
performing arts, dramas with traditional dances. and musical dramas.

Without confining to one type of dramas, the centre has staged
various types of dramas and done many experimental efforts possible.
As a result of these efforts after a long interval this drama festival has
blossomed with staging four different types of dramas. Though these
dramas are of different types, each one of them portrait the need of
human love and plea for the peace.

Kuselar (Isai Nadakam)

Accepted as one of the traditional dramas and have influence
over two centuries and often named as special drama or “Persian Drama’
— the musical drama has remained as populous type of drama. Based
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on Carnatic music, this tradition of drama with the techniques of acting
through singing and singing through acting was tested by the famous
Tamil dramaartist V. V. Vairamuthu and other musical drama experts.

This tradition was revived by Centre for Performing Arts as it
was neglected during the conflict period. The Centre for Performing
Artsnotonly revived the old famous musical dramas, but also introduced
new dramas written and directed. As one of its new continuity, the
story of Kuselar is staged here as a new musical drama.

Kuselar is an innocent bramin having many children and
sufferring in poverty. Once with extreme poverty he decides to go and
meet his childhood friend Kannan. After seeing his friend Kannan,
Kuselar is blessed with wealth and got rid of from his poverty. But the
extreme wealth paves way for luxury and immoral life and as a result
Kuselar lost his inner peace. Kuselar worries about his family which
tends to live a dissolute life with luxury. Kannan consoles him. Economic
development alone won’t give the mental peace, which is the moral
was emphasized in this drama.

13.7 + t =) (A Wordless Play on Evolution)

Centre for Performing Arts created a nonverbal type of drama
to understand by anyone beyond the boundaries of language to tell
about unspoken objectives. Rev. Fr. Mariya Xavier is the founder of
this drama type. Centre for Performing Arts has produced more than
15 nonverbal dramas and presented. The actors’ body language,
movements and actions are the communication tools in this drama. Music
plays a vital role in this drama to echo the emotions.

Inthis 13.7 + 1= Q drama, the formula itself takes the title
and projects the time calculation from the beginning of the world till it
ends. From the big bang, the creation of world, the evolution of human
race, its growth, civilizations, inventions and discoveries, development
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of science, technology, the electronic era, the drama speaks of it, at the
same time the drama depicts the danger of the destruction of humanity
in the world.

Mahakavi’s ‘Puthiyathoru Veedu’ (Kavithai Nadakam)

One of the great poets the Eelam has produced Uruthiramoorthy
with the pseudonym of ‘“Mahakavi® has written this dramain 1969 was
staged first time by A. Thasysius and latter staged by different directors
at different times. This was staged in 1999 by Colombo Centre for
Performing Arts under the direction of A. Francis Jenam. Now itis
again produced. It should be noted that this drama is a text book for
G.C.E (O/L) students who study drama and theatre.

This drama is completely spinning around a fishing family with
astory. The drama tells about the crisis striking a family which was
shattered by a cyclone and the unexpected problems emerged when
trying to solve the crisis and at the end how they overcome the
adversities.

Asoka (A Wordless Presentation of War and Peace)

Since 90s the Centre for Performing Arts has staged the drama
of the life history of Emperor Asoka many times in Jaffna and Colombo
as a nonverbal drama. Even during the war period, the Centre for
Performing Arts has staged this drama as a theme against the war and
received many appreciations in Colombo. Now it modifies the drama
format with the mixture of ‘Bharatha Nadiyam’ and presents.

The Emperor Asoka, who succeeds other countries after
winning in wars get his mind changed after the war with Kalinga kingdom.
He realizes and regrets for the value of lives he has killed in wars. He
rebuilds the places he destroyed in wars and become the servant of
peace. He became an icon for people thinking of compliance and peace.
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Cast

Cast

Kuselar
(Isai Nadakam)

Instrumentalists
R.Jeyakanthan M.Jesuthasan
T.Jestion Jeeylood K.Murukiya
J. Thirukumaran T.Minosan
A.Andrew Julius Script, Lyrics
S.Thusikaran J.Johnson Rajkumar
E.Kumuthini Assistant Director
J.Mary Nimsha J Justion Jelood
J.Mary Sathiya Director
D.Nilaxy Ramasingam
J.R.Abishek Jeyakanthan
S.Thilakshan
T.Chanthuru

13.7+x=Q
(A wordless Paly on Evolution)
R.Thakshila

T.Thirukumaran D.yashodha
JJeevithan T.Dilshani
B.J.Kamami Hemanthi S.Suyama
GD.SJayamali B.Nimhara
L.D.D.Piumika S.Hansika
H.Damayanthi T.Nelum
[.Danushka D.Nawodya
D.Dinesha N.Madushika
D.Chamara J.A.D.Nimeeshika
W.P.J.Sasanka A.Anusha

L. Nimuth A.Alexiya
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AJelan LA . Thipisa
M.Satheeskaan T.Mathivathani
T.Siroshan T.Thayananthan
P.Rajenthini Aoy
U.Pirathipan D.Kinsila
[.Kastro F.Sobiya
Alenis M.Ashan Silva
A.R.A Raheem K.Vasanthi
V.Janani A.Anne Sharomi
V.Thmyan&y Music Composition
M.Sumith Script, Supervision
R. M.Chanda}na Rev.N.Maria Xavior
A.C.Chamali (Saveri)
R.Thilip 2 3
. Assistant Director

“K’fglhﬁmgaknaﬂ A.Andrew Julius

: _mm’ Director
P.Ujanthan P.X Calis
K.Sivakumar

Puthiyathoru Veedu
(Kavithai Nadakam)

F.juls Collin
P.T.Justin Jelood
R.Jeyakanthan
A.Andrw Julius
P.T.Justin Menson
Vaitheki Selmar Emil
V.Rita Priyatharshini
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J.R.Abbishek
S.Thusikaran
J.Jeevithan
A.Jeniskumar
A.Henry joy
T.Chanthuru

J. Thirukumaran



Music Composition Assistant Director &

GAthputhan Administration

Instrumentalists Vaitheki Selmar Emil
P.X.Calis Director
T.Thuvarakan J.Johnson Rajkumar
V.Murukaiya

Seript, Lyrics
T.Uruththira Moorthi
[Mahankavi]

ASOKA

(A wordless Presentation of War and Peace)
T.Vakeeshan S.Mareena Aishayinii
Y.Shivakaran R.Daveeta
S.Sukumar AMichelle
S.Sanoyan GSarangi
K Rishivarman M.Manthankini
T.Thanujan P Bairavi
R Monalishan JJeniliya
S.Thanugen J Nilaanthi
R.Kantharuban O.Sharunikka
P.Anrani Y.Ilakkiya
J.Ann Jenifar K.Kavya
A.Abisha N.Saruni
K.Anatchury T.Mithusha
N.Thavapalini S.Mary Shiromy
G Akshaya A Pirathiniseawa
GSharmila S.Sharuja
S.Thisa L.Mahisha
S.Salooja S.Roshana
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N.Tharankini S.Thivakar

P.Karthikagini Paventhini
S.Saraniya Script, Supervision
Instrumentalists Rev.N:Maria Xavior
K Kannathas {Saves]
N.Selvachandran I[:?rr;io(:rhoreography i
él::[aas;ﬂlt;k A Agalyah Rajabharathy
Costume
A.Andrew Julius
Agalyah Rajabharathy
Makeup
P.X Calis
A.Andrw Julius
J. Thirukumaran
A.Rajeev
Stage Settings
A.Joseph
Stage Settings Helpers
N.Canius
K.Anparasan

J.Jude Canius

A Jeevananthan
Light, Sound

A.Joseph

A .Anton Maria Xavier
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A.Anton Emilianus
Media

C.Selmar Emil
General Administration

C.M.Nelson

C.Christopher
Administration

K. Karansan

S.Satheeskumar

J. Thrukumaran

T.Chanthuru
Artistes Coordinator

GP.Ferminus

Sepali Ranasinghe

L.P.Seniviratna

E.Sukirtha
Helpers

J.Camishan

T.Suthakaran

AJenis Kumar
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A Production of
Centre for Performing Arts
Thirumarai Kalamanram
Ranga Kala Kendraya

238, Main Street. Jaffna.
021 222 2393
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