


Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolahant.org | aavanaham.org



AN UNPUBLISHED FRENCH BOOK ON CEYLON DATED 1801.
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At the India Office Libfary, now under the control of
the Commonwesslth Relations Office at King Charles Street,
Whitehall, London, I had the good for*tune to discover during my
visit there in 1956 three volumes of interesting original
manuscrfp%s relating to Ceylén. They werc numbercd lMss Bur B8O,
EQT, and BE82., They form a completec book written in Fremch titled

—

Quelgucs Notions sur L'Islec dc Ge}lon by Budelin de Jounville.

'Th;so manuscripts eppear to have been made ready for the printer,
But for some rcasgon or other they were never puklished. A note
on Volume One of this book states "Reed. per Tellicherry 3rd
November 1801. Prescnted by the author". The author who sub-
sgribcs‘himself as Eudelin de Jonville is none other than the
Jonville who scerved in the Public Scrviee in Coylon under the
Honourablc Frederic North, first British Civil Governor of Ceylon.

Somc confusion cxists over the spelling of Jonville.
Bishop Bdmund Peiris, Zmerson Tennent, J.R.Toussaint, Father
S.G. Porcera and Governor North (when he submitted Jonville's
famous articlc, Cn The Rceligion and Menners Cf The Psople of

Coylon to the Sccrotary of the Society of Agiatic Rescarches at
Calcutta in 1801 for subseguent publication in its Journal)

have spelt Jonville with two “"I's™ in the namc as Joinville, in
linc with (es Bishop Fieris has expressly stated in his artiﬁlp2
on Joinville's Translation OF The Kokila Sandcsaya in The Ceylon
Historical Journal) thc historical, and I believe the popular
contemporary, French spellifig. Dr.Paul Pieris, L.d.B.Turner,

T, Petch and J.P.Lowis have however preforred to spell the name
as Jonvillc, which we¢ should agroc is thé corrcet form, now that
we have found,confirmetion of it in Jonville's own book.

These manugeripts were catelogucd by the India Office

Library as far back as 1937 in their Cataloguc of Mss in

Iuropcan Lamguagestut strange to say, nobody in Ceylon se.ms 1o

have taken any notice of it until now. So much so that Dr.Paul
Picris's two intercsting articles (heorcafter referred to as his
first, articlc and sccond article) about Jonvillc in the Journal
of the Royal Asiatic Socicty of Coylon®published in 1947 and

1948 rcspeetively, suffer somewhgt from thc author being unawars
of the cxistonce and conténts of thesc manuscripts. Dr,Paul
Picris had bascd his sccond articlc, and tho cqueluding paragraphs,
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of his first article on the Mss transmitted to him in 1947 by
Mr. Martin Rugscll of Mottisfont Abbey, Remsey, Hampshire. These
covered forty pages and included pen-and-ink sketches on scraps
of*papcr. . '

L]

The Martin Huésoll Collection had at onc time belonged
t0*"the 1library of Mr.Bois", "who ‘retircd to settle in London -
gbout thirty yecars ago"S. The allusion here is either to Henry
Bois who retired from Ceylon in 1905 or F,W. Bois who retired in
1912, both of whom werc at Yaricus times partncrs in the mercan-—
tile firm in Colombo bcaring that name. Dr.Paul Pieris had
stated in hig second article that the Martin Russell Collection
of Jonville Mss appear "to have been cursorily glanced at by
Sir Jamecs Emcrson Tennent". '

The Mss at the India Office Library arc definitely
anterior to all other known Jonville Mss. The abscnce of any
‘mention by Tennent in his books (except for a single brief
refercnce in his book on the Natural History of Ceylonm to
Jonville's notcs on Nycterubia, parasite of bats) to the impressi~—
contribution made by Jonville to the natural history of Ceylon,
of which anyonc who carcs to recad Jonville's book would hardly
fail to take notice, clearly excludes Tennent from having had
any acquaintance with the Mss,now lying at the India Officc

L]

Library.

Jonville's book is dated February 1801. Had the book
been printed, it would have bcen the firép book on Ceylon
published after the British occupation, if we do not take into
account Hugh Boyd's "Misccllancous Works" published in 1800,
which was rcally not a general book on Ceylon. Captain Robert
Percival's book on Ccylon, which must bc conccded this distinction,
came out in its first edition in 1803. The other book on Ceylon
that followed Perecival was Rev.Jamcs Cordiner's published in
1807. Percival and Cordiner were familiar with the part playcd
by Jonville in early British timcs, and their books show much
evidehce of this.

Volume Onc of the manuscripts contains the whole of
the text of this book.
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Volumes Two and Three consist solely of drawings,
Vol.Two of botanical and Thrcc of zoological.

A considcrablc number of the® drawings arc in colour.
Thirc is no denfing the faet that Jonville was an artist of some
akill, iﬁ'addition to being a* Portugucse and French Interpretor,
Naturallﬂt Draughtsman, Phllologlst Student of Comparative
Rollglons ete, , etes: . - Lordincr, himsclf an artist, whosc book
contains somec illustrations donc by Jonville, had acknowlcdged
Jonville's compctence in this ficld whon he wrotc, "The part of
the snarc where the clephants arc taken out, and the garden
where they are ticd up form, cach, subjccts of many paintings.
Somc of “thcse have boen ably executed »y the peneil of Joseph
JOﬁVlllC > e he T n8

Dr.Paul Picris, howcver, draws a linc in his first
article botwecen a Portrait Artist and a mcrc Draughtsman, a
Cartographer and an amatcur Map-Makcr, and guitc rightly too.
He has raiscd a doubt in our minds (having duly considercd
Pennent's refercnce to a "characteristic" sketeh "of the -
Ambassador -and the Adigar") that the famous drawing of General
Macdowall and Pilame Talawe, which as far as we know, was first
published in Tenncent's Ceylon" could not have beccn drawn by
Jonville, and that it was probably drawn by Captain Vilant of
the 19th Regiment. -

Dr.Paul Picris had,not scen the copy of this sketch
that forms part of thc illustrations in the anpublished book
of Jonville. Was this sketch in Jonville!s book the original
onc, and by whom was it drawn? There arc two other candidates
for the honour of being the original artist of this picturc.
Gracc VanDort had stakcd a claim (since rejectedgby Dr.Paul
Picris in his first article) that her grandfather Johannes
VanDort of thc Public Works Department, father of the famous
Ccylon artist J.L.K.VanDort, drew the sketch. The other can-
didate for the honour is the Chevalicr Charles Moreau of the
Regiment de Mcuron who too was known to be good at drawing.

According to J.P.Lcwis1OMorOau was a membker of the
company that proccecded t? Kandy with General Macdowall's Embassy
in 1800. In his article on General Hay Macdowall, Lewis rcferring
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to this picturc states, "The original was madc probably by
Jonville himsclf or Lieutcnant Charles Morcau". Jonville too,
in his Narrative of Mscdowsll's Embassy © statcs, "M. de Morcau,

Lieutenant in the de ﬁburon Regiment btravelling for plecasurc
sePrsescaves ' Conld Morcau have drawn the picturc?
¥ 5

Of all thesc four artists viz. Vilant, VanDort,
Mor*eau and Jonville, the prosumptidbn obviously is in favour of E
Jonville. A final confirmation whether Jonville had drawn this
historic picturc or not could perhaps be sought from a practiscd
artist or &n cxpert on graphic art after he had critically
cxamined the reputed Jonville sketches, a considerable number
in view ®f the fact that there arc about two hundred and sevyenty-
five sketches, maps, and drawings in Jonville's book alone all

presumed to have been drawn by the author himsclf.

Volumc One of Jonville's book consists of four hundred
and nincty four pages, sizc 37 x 23 em. In his prefact (pp 3 to
5) Jonville statcs that he proposes to continuc his rcsoarche?,
and that he had a grecat dcal of further material rcady for later
publication. Alas, thesc "furthecr material" have almost all
disappcared, but who knows, somc pcrsevering rescarcher in this
dircction might still mect with his reward, and thus enrich our
“fund of historical trecasurcs? .

Pages 7 to 40 of Volume One of this book reclate to
"Religion ct coutumecs de Ceylon". Pages 41 to 44 are entitled
"Abrege de 1'histoirec des Chalias par Adrian Ragia Pakse chef dc
cctte Caste". Both thesc articlcs viden%}y formed the original
of Jonville's contribution in English to the Transactions of the

Socicty of Asiatic Rescarches printed in the first instancec at

Calcutta, and aftcrwards reprinted in London in 1803.13 They
were forwarded to the Scerotary of the Society along with a letter
from Governor North dated Colombo 27th Scptember 1801,

The contemporary English rendering of the titles of
this article was "On the Religion and Manncrs of the People of
Ceylon®by M.Jcinville” and "Abridgment of the History of the
Chalias by Adrian Ragia Paksc, a chicf of that Cast'. Jonville
in his "On the Religion and Manncrs of the Pcophe of Ceylon™
covers a varicty of subjeets, sub-titled (1) Antiquity of the
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Religion Jf Boudhou (2) Cosmogony (3) Thoogony (4) The Hells
(5) Chronology ¥6) Kings: Succession to the Throne (7) Council
of the King: Deerccs (8) Temples (9) Prficsts (10) Marriages
(115 Divoyee (12) Dreces (13) Castes (14) Deaths and (15) Music.

7 Adrian Ragia Paksc is ofcoursc Mudaliyar Adrian Raja-
pakse, the picturcsquc and importanf Sinhalcsc chicf of thc Maha-
paddo (the Grost Rent or the Groat Tradc or the Great Industry,

viz, the Cinnamon tradc). Cinnamon was to the Portugucse, Dutch

and carly British rulcrs what Tca and Rubber werc to the British
in our timecs. Adrian Rajapaksc wags an cnlightened feudal
chigftaiﬂ. Not only Jonmville but also Sir Alexander Johnston
(Advocate-Fiscal of Ccylon, who latcer became onc of our great
Chicf Justices) made good usc of Rajapakso's scrvices, his know-
lcdge, and his undoubtcd influcncce among his’ countrymen,
particularly among the mcmbers of the Salagama community.

In the carly cfforts madc by the British towards thg
social .and cultural advancement of the pcople of Ceylon, objccts
which cngrosscd the attention of ablc and benevolently disposed
men such as Jonvillc and Sir Alcxander Johuston, Rajapaksc played
an important part. Along with somc others, most of whom were
exalted into officc and positions of honour bccausc of theixr ,
readiness to co—-operate with wheir new British masters, and 21sd
boeausc of their acquiring - be it even a smattering - of thc
English tonguc, Rajapaksc ached as a liaison between the Govern-
ment and the pecoplc as an intorpretor, in theelarger scnse, of
onc to thc other. ; i

To a.groat cxtont Rajapaksc was responsible for the
unenimous rcsponse of phe Sinhalesc owners of domestic sleves
in Ceylon agreccing to the appcal made to them by Sir Alexander
Johnston in 1816 to frec from slavery all children of their
slaves born after 12th August 1816, this date being fixed for
the historic cvent, bocausce it was the birthdey of the rcigning
Prince Rogent (later Goeorge IV). Rajopaksc is given promincncce
in thg picturc by Stcphanoff, bascd on a skoteh by an unknown
Coylonesc juror, commcmorating thc introduction of Trial by Juxry
and the abolition of domestic slavery in Coylom, a colourcd
lithographcd copy of which picturc is hanging at the Law Library,
Colombo. X :
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Pages 45 to 72 of Volume One of Jonville's book arc
entitled "Journal d'um Voyage a Kandy fzit a l'occasion dc 1!
cmbassade du Majr Gl Macdowall en 1800", rcmdercd into English
as a "Narrative of a Journcy to Kandy made on the occasion of
the Embassy of *Major Gemoral Macdowa 11 in 1800". This account
h“s gince becn trhnsl vted into Bngllsh "apparently by S.M.W",
1n1ti 218 whlch havp still to be probed into in order to establish
his or her identity. S.M.W's trlnslhtlon, which formed part of
the,Jonville Mss in the Mertin Russcll Collcction were published
"substanti.lly corrccted, mainly where defeetive local knowledgoe
had led the translator astray," by Dr.Paul Picris in his sccond
article in 1948, 1Im his first articlec in 194’?14 Doctor Paul
Pieris rofers to the account*in Fronch of the Embassy to Kandy
among thg Martin Russcl Collcction as "the original Mss of
Jonwille's account of the Embassy". This cvidently is incorrcct;
the carlicst account, and most probably the original onc, is
among the Mss of Jonville's unpublished book, dated February 1801.

Pages 73 to 131 consist of five scparatc chapters, all
of intcrcst to students and scholars. Among thesc is an account
of a visit by Jonvillc to the Galle and Matara districts. Hc was
in thesc districts with Governor Nerth in 1800.15 He parted
company from North when the latter procccded by sca to Batticaloa
on the 30th August 1800 at Tangzllc and took the land routc with
Willian Orr, "through the province of Mahagampattoo for the
purposc of making obscrvations on the decayecd tanks, natural galt
pans, and gencral statc of the country™. 2 A Report by William
Orr of this tour datcd 25th Sept“mbcr 1800, was delivered to
Governor North at Trincomalcc on that date, but therc is no

)

mention of Jonville by name in this rcport.
There® is also an account in Jonvillce's book of his
three days' cxcursion from Trincomelcc to Kantalai Tank with
Licutenant Cotgrave to.inSpOCt and rcport upon thc irrigation
functions of this tank. This would ccrtainly be the first report
on the "Le Lac de Kandelay", aftcr the British occupation. The :
"earlicst report of the Kentalai Tank" according to R.L.Brohier
whose volumes on the "Ancicent Irrigation works in Ceylon" arc
invaluablc as source bkooks of Ceylon history, was dated 1793.
It was a report by Tornbaucr (? Major Formbaucr), an Engincer
under the Dutch Governor Jecob William van de Graff. 'O Brohier
docs not record Jonville'!s excursion to Kantalai.
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Jonvillo's companion Licutcnant Cotgrave was Licutenant
Richard John Cotgrave of the Madras Engincers who was appointed,
according to Gevernor North's letter to the Court of Dircctors
of the East India Company datcd 20th Scptember 1800 (quoted by
L.d.B.Turncr in *his "Collccted Papers on the History of tho
Maritime P%ov1n0“°"19 Civil Architcet and Engincer and Supcerintend-
ont of the Public Vorks at about this time, viz. Scptember 1800
to.romody the stoato of dccay into which all the public buildings,

the wharfs and warchouscs, the dykes and canals have fallen'.
P.M.Bingham who published thc official History of the Public
Works Department (Colombo 1921) docs not mention this appointment
which was rcally the gencsis of the Public Works Department.

Pages 97 to 116 arc cntitled "Apcrcu geologique de L'Isle
de Ceylon" Jonville was an cnthusilastic gstudent of the various

brandés of scicnec. Thore arce, I believe, Somc papers in the
Public Record Officc, London wherc Jonville challcenges the
accuracy of Lloyd's Charts. Pages 117 to 120 contain a copy of

a letter written by Jonville to "His Exccllency the Governor ofF
Ceylom, the Honourable Fredcric North" on the subject of the
Roligion of the Burmans, This is a scquel to a present given him
by the Governor of a publication cntitlcd "Account of an Embassy
to the Kingdom vi Ava wy Major Symcs” published in 1800. Jonville
had also rcad Dr.FPrancis Buchanan's articlc on the Religion shd

Litcraturc of the Burmas which was first published in Calcutta

in Volume Six of thc Asiatic Rescarchos and subscquently

voprinted in London in 1801.° He madcs a comparison of the rcligions
practices of Burme and Ceylon. :

Pages 121 to 131 arc cntitled Alphabet Cingulois.
These charactc}s of the Sinhalosc alphabet arc stated to have been
written by Adrian Regie Paksc, Chicf of thc Chalias. Jonville
was a pionc¢er Sinhalcsc philologist. He was a mcmber of a
Committcce to proparc a Sinhalesc-English Dictionary, the first
of its kind which was "far advanccd towards its comclusion",
according to North in his lctter to the Court of Dircctors of
the Bast Indic Company dated 15th Decomber 1801 (quoted by Turner
in his "Collccted Papers on the History of the Maritime Provinces

of chlon“.EZWhoro arc these Mss of the Sinhalesc-English
Dictionary? Werce thesc uscd by Samucl Tolfrey, and finally by
Rev.Benjamin Clough for the latter's dictionary. The Sinhalesc

19.p.150 .
20.ibid 264n
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characters rceproduccd in his book werce perhaps made for casting
types, another of thoso subjcects in which Jonvillc was greatly
intercated. Jenville'!s translation of cxtracts from the Kokila
Sandcsaya was described by Governor Nefrth as "the first trans-
lations from thet langusge (Sinhalecsc) to our own". It was
further 5o%cribod a8 an English translation of a mythological

pocm writtcn in Sinhelese in the thirtconth century.

Governor North had forwarded a copy of this translation
consisting of twentysix pages to the Sceretary of Statc as
anncxurc No.26 accompanying his lettcer dated 24th November 1802.
I have geen this copy at the Public Record Officc, London.

I belicve it°is the only onc cxtant, therc being no contemporary
copy at the Govornment Archives, Nuwara Eliya. Fortunately
J.H.O.Paulusz the former Government Archivist, had sccured &
photostat copy of this historic documcnt foi the Archives.
Bishop Picris had suitaebly cdited and publishcd this in the
Coylon Historical Journal in an article to which I have alrcady

roforred. Jonville's notcs to this translation comprising of,
twelve pages arc valuable and interesting. Bishop Picris

querics a word in Jonville's notcs termed "Sclcctco"?1 Could

it stand for "Salsctto"? An illustration of & "Dageb dc Salcctal
and another of a "Dageb de Ceylon" appcar in Jonville's book.

The most voluable picec of information, for my Purposc,
that I was ablc to obtain was from an obscurc part of a footnotc
in Bishop Pciris's article in the Coylon Historical Journal??

where the Bishop had rcproduccd from thc-oriéinal without
commont the following notcs of Jonvillcs " "eeevsseesssss 8 Chank
with its mouth® to the right side 1is a most prceious thing in
India; it is onc of the jewels of the Crown of Candy and is
usced at the King's mafriago to throw water over the joinaed.
thumbs of the King and his bridc, I have described this cercmony
in anothcr placc: Sce notions on Cocylon transmittcd to the

Court of Dircetors of the Bast India Company" (italigs added)
The facinating story of Jonville's book is instantly brought

to ou¥ noticc by this tiny clue which rofers to "Notions on
Ceylon" as having bcen transmittcd to the Court of Dircctors

of the Bast India Company. "Notions on Cecylon" is ofcoursc
Quelgucs Notions Sur 1'Islc dc Ceylon by Budelin dc Jouville.
The note on Volumc Onc of Jomville's book "Rced per Tellicherxry
3rd November 1801. Progonted by the author" now sccomes

intelligible and revealing.
21. p.264 n. = :
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Pellicherry was a little British seaport town on the
west coast of India between the French settlement of Mahe and
Cannancrc. Tgllicherry was a gsite of one of thc East India
Company's factorics. Somehow or othor this French book of
Jonville presemted to the Court of Directors of the Eagt India
Company *hed taken a circuitous route finally reaching the
India Office Library through Tellicherry.

L ]

Sinez I saw thesc Jonville Mss at the India Office

Iibrary in 1956 I have comc across some refercnees to Jonville

in Mildred Archer's Natural Drawings in the India Office

Library published in London in 1962. An article on the Jonville
Mss wrftteﬂ-by mec and published in the Ceylon Deily News on

the 25th June 1957 was forwarded to the India Office Library
shortly after it appcarced here. Fbllowing_this the Mss

were forwarded to the Dircctor of the Colombo Muscum on loan.
They have since bcon returned to the India Office Library. Thc
Ceylon Government Archives have microfilmed thec Mss, and
Harris de Silva, thc Assistant Archivist, has contributcd an
articlc to a Sinhalesc journal on the subjeet. Mildred Archer
makes no mention of my article in her book although in many
instances she covers the ssme ground and cmploys almost
idontical cxprossious and obscrvations as I had%ne in 1957.

The India Offico Librery, it would appear, was foundcd
in 1801 at Leadenhall Strect, London. A record cited by
Mildrcd Archer and dated 2n8 Junc 1802 in a Day Book of the
Library throws somc light on tksc Mss. «"Thrce Chests", it is
roccorded, "containing a Collection of Imscets, Shells, Mincrals
and othor objects of Natural History, made at Ccylon by

M.Jonville, accompanicd by a Memoir in Frcench and sundry

Drawings. Roed from ‘the Baggage Warchousc, It is understood
the above was scnt as a Prescnt to the Honble Company (italics
added).

Apparcntly the book has not been put to much (or any)
usc. ® The suddon substitution, c¢ffecetive from the 1st January
1802, of dircct comtrol of Ceylon by the Crown, hitherto
excreiscd through the Bast India Company, perhaps cxplains
the unhappy fote that had overtaken Jomville's book. Thc book
which has a Titlc Page with an inscription "Calombo Fevricer
1801 " was cvidently rotained at the India Office at the time

of the transition and scon forgotten.
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Has the book over been referrcd $o by Governor North
in his communications to the Sccrotary of State? Why was it
not printcd agd publishced? Did Tgnnont have rccoursc to it?
Did E.PF.Xelart, th: mast femous of cawxrly Ccyloncse naturalists,
oY 2 of the odhgr g
accoss to+it? I ask thosc guostions beecausc pages 159 to 494,

on's natural history havce

consisting of throe hundred and thirtyfive of the fourhundred
and ninety four pages, which form Volumc Onc of Jonvillc's

book contain a most claboratc and dotailed study of the Flora
and Fauna of Coeylon. It would be a pity to disceover that all
the extcnsive and laborious pionccr rescarch dounc by Jonville

in the ficld of Ceylon's natural history had been traverscd once
again %y Jénville's successors bocausc they werc unawarc of

his work in the samc dircction.

Of tho pagecs 159 to 494 of Jcnvilie's book confined %o
natural history, hc has devoted pages 159 to 162 to Plants,
pages 291 to 300 to Quadrupcds, pages 307 to 308 to Birds,
pages 363 to 494 to Imscets, The illustrations given in Volamc
Onc appear on pages 133 to 153. They consist of pen—and-ink
skotches and maps. It is among this lot that we find the
Macdowall picturc ontitled "Group of Sinhalcsc with Major
Goneral Macdowall in the contre". Therc arc also threce meps of
Ceyleon, two relating to the Goology of Ceylon and one, & largq
scalc map of the castorn coalt, north and south of Batticaloa.
Thore arc alsc a sketch of Kantalai Tank, scveral pictures of
Musicians, a picturc of a Ké&ndian courticr, anothcr of a
Kandyan country woman ctcs Copics of somc of these picturcs
were found in thc Mertin Russell Collcetion of Jonville's Mss.
These were published by Dr.Pzul Pioris.23

Volumc Two of Jopville's book consists of drawings
only, 184 folios, size 39 x 28 cm,rslightly larger than the
shects in Volumc Onc comprising 184 plates of colourcd drawings
of plants.

o Volumc Thrce zlso consists solely of drawings, T6
folios (of thce samc size as the folios in Volumc Two) 39 x 28 cm.
The colourcd zoological drawings arc as follows: Folios 1 and 2
of Quadrupcds, folios 3 to 27 of Birds, folios 28 to 35 of Snakes,
folios 36 to 69 of Inscets, and folios TO to 76 of Misccllancoug
drawings. Thus cnds the three volumes of Jenville's remarkable

sook on Ceylon. 5
23. debras vol.Bxpd FoRk oAb Fodhaaton” ©
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There is no doubt that the basis of the chapters on
Natural History in Jonville's book is his Report on the Natural
History of Ceylon datcd 29th January 1800, which was Annexurc
No. 3. attachcd %o Covornor North's letter dated 30th Januvary
1800 to the Court of Dircctors of the Bast India Company. This
was onc *of the lotters of Governor North on which Sylvester

Douglas, now idcentificd as Loxrd Glembervic, wrote his notos
artd comments for Henry Dundas, aftcrwards Lord Meclville,
Precsident of the Board of Control for India. Thesc notes were
publishcd as The Douglas Pepers cdited by Father S. G.Percra
(Colombo 1933). Jonvillc'is Report was not reproduced by
Father Pcrcra in The Douglas Papcrs.

< A copy of this Report on Natural History is found in

the volume of miscellancous papers cntitled Mss of Ceylon

four volumos (thc othor threc being the Mss of the Douglas

Papers subscgquently cdited by Father Percra) that werc
acquired by thc Colombo Muscum Library and now kept therc.
As far as I know this Report on the Natural History of Ceylon
was ncver published. Two other rcports known to have been
written by Jonville have also still not been published. These
arc his Report on Cinnamon dated 18th November 1799 referred
to by Fathcr Porcrazsin £hce Douglas Papers, and his Report o
on the "Thc Pcarl Fisherics in time of the Dutch and of the 5

British", dated April 1801 mcntioned by J.P.Lewis in Spolia

Zeylanica 26 »

Budelin de Jonville, to give him thc name by which he
had choscn to introducc himsclf in his book, was known in

Ceylon as Joseph Jonville. A certificate dated 20th (?) July
1805 granted by Jonville tc Mudaliyer Adrian Rajapakse begins
with "I, Josceph JonvillG.e.... .." (Rajapaksc's Mcmoirs

H

Colombo 1912). During the whole of the time Jonville was in
Ceylon, the name Eudelin de Jonville never appears %o havg
been used. Budelin is said to be an uncommon aristocratic
French name. Perhaps the sound of this name had a ring of
superior exclusivencss to the ears of the genteel eightecenth
century French society of counts and commoners. As a Frenchman

P ——— R e — o

24, Sce James T,Rutnam's ariticle on Who wrote the Douglas Papers?

= in the Ceylon Daily News of 5th Jung 1957.

25, p.33n. OFf Ceylon Records 11 at the India Office Library.

26, Vol IX p.4T.Cf.Ceylon Records 6 at the India, Office Library.
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writing in French to French readers, Jonville probably gave
himself a pat on his back before his compatriots by sporting
the distinctison he carried in his name.

Jonville had travelled to Ceylon with Governor North.
He rema;ﬂed with North in Bombay for some time, and probably
arrived in Ceylon along with the Governor by the cruiser
I%trepid on the 12th October 1798. Thomas Maitland succeeded
North on the 19th July 1805. I have not seen any records
which would indicate that Jonville stayed in Ceylon after

the departure of North. Jouville was a personal friend of
North and owed his appointment directly to North. He began
his carcer dn Ceylon with the introduction given him by North
v}z. "s very learned naturalist". This has ever since been
repeatedly quoted by scholars. There is no doubt about
Jonville's great learning and accomplishments. Lord Valentia
when he visited Ceylon in 1803 was impressed by him; so he
has recorded in his book.

. Jouville was the first Superintendent of the Botenical
Gardens in Ceylon. This is confirmed by reference to his
letter of appointmeﬁf copy of which is reproduced on page 1
of the Mss of Ceylon Corrcspondence of Governor North 1789/1799
preserved at the Colombe Museum Library. T.Petch in his

: e
article on the Barly History of the Botanical Gardens in

Ceylon was then seeking without success some written printed
record of this very appointhent. Jonville was also the first
Surveyor General of Ceylon, and undoubtedly a great naturalist.
In his stride he carried with him several other distinctions.
In varying degrees of competence he waw an artist, a cart-
ographer, a philologist, a geologist, a mineralogist, a
geographer, a marine biologist, a botanist, a zoologist, a
sociologist, an agriculturist, a surveyor, a philosopher, an
interpretor, a diplomat, a courtier, and a keen student of
comparative religions, in sum, a very remarkable man. =
. Sad to relate we know nothing about his life and career
before he came to, or after he left, this country. We do not
know when and where he was born, and when and where he died.
Probably Jonville came from Corsica like his colleague Anthony
Bertolecci having come to know the future Govegrnor of Ceylon

—— i ————— ——— . o i i S o i S S S i B i S S . S . e i e e e S i S —_——— - e e e e s s

28. Voyages and Travels Vol 1, p 271.

29. The Ceylon Antiguary and Literary Register $920, Vol v,
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Frederic North during the latter's brief sojourn there as
Secretary to the British Administrator Sir Gilbert Elliot
when Corsica came under British rule thanks to Pasquale Paoli
from 1%94 t6 1996. This would explain the "curious" point
Jraised by Raven-Hart that Jomville %ad twice compared "Ceylon

with Italy but never with England or ETance".3O

. We have no picturc of him, this man who drew so many
pictures. He has faded out of the picture unfortunately and
undeservedly. We know that the plants which he had collected
at Kandy during Macdowall's Embassy "found a place at the
British Museum"31whether these plants were kept inside or out-
side phe Museum, we are not told, Jonville surely must have
*had a valﬁable collecticnof notes and Mss of interest and
importance to Ceylon., Where arc these? Have these perished

and left no trace behind? .

I am very grateful to the Librarian, S$.C. Sutton,
and some of the other members of the staff of the India Office
Iibrary at the Commonwealth Relations Office, London for the
assistance and facilities afforded me, with such cheerful
courtesy and willingness, to examine the unique and invaluable
Mss of Jonville's book. The catalogue of European Manuscripts
of the India Office Library which gives in detail a description
of the Jomville Mss, served as a useful guide to me, who dar®d
to read a Freunch book with only a nodding acquaintence of the
language. It was a great.aelp when I turned over the pages
of Jonville's book which, for over one hundred and fifty years,
could not have received such excited and affectionate attention.

ko HHKX ks o
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30. R.Raven-Hart Travels in Ceylon 1700-1800,p,73
31, Ceylon Manual 1909, p.211.
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COUNT d'HERVILLY'S LOCK OF HAIR

- L)
AN INCIDENT IN THE FRENCH REVOLUTION

Some years ago I delved into a collection of manpuscripte
and papers that once belonged to 2 former Chief Justice of Ceylon,

Sir eAlexander Johnston. To my astonishment I discovered among

this dusty and decaying assortment of the raw material of history,

a lock of human hair.

It was delicately woven into a plait sbout six inches
long and a quarter of an inch thick, and encased in a little
Ienf%lope (two x three inches in size) with a dainﬁily decorated
border. The hair had evidently remasined secure in this envelope

for over one hundred and sixty years. _°

This lock of hair was a minute human fragment of the.
historic forces that met in mortal combat on that fateful day,
“10th August 1792, at the Tuileries in Paris around the person of
the hapless King Louis XVI, at the height of the French

Revolution.

In passing, it may ‘be observed here that ﬁouis AVI
was the King of France witen Kirti Sri Raja Sinha was ruling the
kingdom of Kandy in Ceylon. Some yeafs ago an interesting docu-
ment was discovered at the French Arch}vea in Pondichery. It
was a graﬂ% dated 15th February 1777 made by Kirti Sri Raja
Singha to Louis XVI "in consideration of the friendship existing
between us and in order thet the same friendship may continue
algays from generationlto generation" By this, King Kirti Sri
Raja Singha granted the district of Batticoloa to King Louis XVI
of France. The document was written in Tamil end signed by

the King also in Tamil.

Coming back to the events of the 10th of August 1792,

Clery, the King's valet-de-chambre, in his Journg} of the T.error

describes the day as "that dreadful day, on which a small

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. ;
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* number of men overturned & throne that had been established four-
teen centdrieé, threw their king into fetters, and precipitated
L]

Fpance into an gbyss of calamity" (p 1).

: The hair came from tﬁe head of no less a person than
the Cavalry Commander of the King's own Guards, the Count
d'Hervilly, a brave and intrepid Royalist who stood close to the
King until, finally, Louis and his family were compelled to leave
the Tu%leries for the "sanctuary" of thé Assembly that was con-

vered at the riding-school facing the garden of the Tuileries.

The attack on the Tuileries was a‘decisive event of
the French Revolution. Following the succeas of this swift and
sanguinary struggle, the authority of the French Legislative
Asse@bly was destroyed and the monarchical constitution over-
thrown. The medal struck by the French Commune on this celebrated
occasion bore the legend, "In memory of the glorious combat of

the French people against Tyranny at the Tuileries®.

The engagement at the Tuileries' demonstrated only too
clearly the weskness and vacillation of the King, fatal defects,
as it transpired, for they eventually coéf the King his own life
and, also, alas, the lives of so many others who had followed

him from a sense of personal loyalty and duty.

The Swiss Guards, for instance, fought valiantly but

died in vain for the King. They were a set of mercenaries

recruited in the French and German cantons of Switzerland. Niné
hundred of them, who had offered their valour for a fee, stood
guard with others that day. But out of the nine hundred, only

a bare three hundred lived to tell the tale.

The following eye-witness accounts of the events

describe the atmosphere in which the drama unfolded itself :
L
"At sevdigitrbdby dlsBlahan Foendationry , "the .distress was
noelaham.org | aavanaham.org
_increased by the cowardice of several battalions that sucgess-




ively deserted the Tuileries.

"About four or five hundredeof the National Guards
femaing? at thdir post, and displayed equal fidelity and courage:

they were placed indiscriminately with the Swiss Cuards within =

the Palace, at the different staircases, and at all the entrances.

"These troops having spent the night without taking
any refreshment, I eagerly engaged with others of the King's
servants iq providing them with bread and wine, and encouraging
them not to desert the Royal Pamily.

"It was at this time that the King gave the oommand,

within the Palace, to the Marechal de Mailly, -the Due du Chatelet,

the Comte de Puysegur, the Baron de Viemenil, the Cemte d'Hervilly,

the MarQuis du Pﬁjet, and other faithful officers.

"The persons of the Court and the servants were dis—‘
tributed in the different halls, having first sworn to defend® 4
the King to the last drop of thei} blood. We were about three
or four hundred strong, buteour only arms were swords or pistols"

(pp 4 and 5). ;

"Tewag" . wrote Madame Campan, "with my companions in
3 pan, :

_the billigrd room. We were seéted on the elevated benches along

the sides of the room, when I saw M. d'Hervilly order the

huigsier to open the door for the passage of the French nobility"

(Journal Vol 1 p 162). 5

The imminent departure of the King and his family
that morning gave cause to more indecision and desertions. The
faint~-hearted were leaving. "“Sorrow", Clery records in his

Journal of Terror, "was visible on the countenances of most of

I ] » +
them, and several were heard to say: 'We swore this morning

to defend the King, and in the moment of his greatest danger
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. T
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“"Others, in the interest of the conspirators, were
abusing and EPreetening their fellow soldiers whom they forced
away. Thus did the well-disposed suffer themselves to be over-
awed by, the seditious,gnd that culpable weakness, which had all
along be;n productive of the evils of the Revolution, gave birth

to the calamities of this day" (p 4).

But despite these desertions a gallant section remain-
ed to hold the ccllapsing fort, and defend what had eventually
become® the empty shell of Bourbon Majesty. The Swiss stood fas{,
in the worde of Carlyle, "peateable and yet immovable; red

C i £
granite pier in that waste-flashing sea of steel" (wvide French

Revolution by Carlyle Vol 2 p 391).

Nobody knows: for ‘cemwtain who fired the first shot.
For‘there was noticeable fraternisation at the beginning when
the people encounterod scme of the Natiopal Guards at the
Tuileries. But suddenly tha decd was done. The fateful shot
was fired. Hell was leot loose. "What a volley", exlaims .-
Carlyle, “reve;beiating deomful to the four- corners of Parig
like the ciang of Bellopa's thongs" (Carlyle ibid). The Swiss
| defiently stood their ground, and soon the opposing hordes found

themselves being overpowerad.

Carlyle records that a strange "patriol onleoker“,
watching that memorable scene, was pondering at the time that
the Swiss, had they a Commander, would have beaten their enemy.

The "patriot cnlooker" was none other than Napoleon Bonaparte

on %he threshold of his career.

While this fierce battle raged on, an order came from
the King for the "Swiss tﬁ lay down their armg at once and
retire to their barracks”. The officer who carrled this order
to the Swiss was d'Hervilly. "The incident has ofgen been

' described as the PRmedyNanhRFEAREANTe Monarchy '(Vide

noolaham org | aayanaham org
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—. History Today, March 1963 p 192). The original order can still

be seen at the Musee Carnavalet in Paris. This ill-fated

gommand brought despair, and made confusion worse confounded
among-the ranks of the stout-hearted remnants of the King's

defenders. Soon they became an easy prey to the fury of the

Revolution.

Six hundred of the Swiss Guards, as observed earlier,
perished, some the same day, victims of confusion, misdirection
and a chao{ic stempede; some:the day following, driven defence-
less (haying earlier laid down theilr arms on the orders »f the

King), and messacred in cold blood.

"T went this morning" wrote Dr John Moore of Glasgow

5 ¥ v i o " -
in kris Journzl during a Residence in France,to see the places

where the action of yesterday happened. The naked bodies of
the Swiss......lay exposed on the ground......0f about 800 or
1000 of thes€a.sses I am told there are not 200 left alive" »

(quoted in Introduction to Jourmgl of Terror,Folio Society

edition 1955 p vii).
_d'Hervilly too - now wounded in the thigh by & stroke
of a pike - might have shared the grucsome fate of the butchered
Swiss had not a Scotsman by the name of Samuel Johnston (or it
may be his wife) intervened and rescued him "by a kind of
miracle". Thereby hangs the fascinating tale of this l?ck'

of hair. = , g

éémuel Johnston was the father of Sir Alexander
Johnston. Opn the inside of the envelope that enclosed the
hair, Mrs Samuel Jehnston had inscribed in French, "The hairs
of the best of my friends, the unfortunate and emiable Comte

d'Hervilly - H(ester) M(aria) Johnston", ’

Digitiied by Noolaham Foundation.
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We do not know whether the lock of hair was gifted to
the Johnstons %y its owner, or whether it was acquired by them on

the death of d'fervilly in England some time after the Quiberon

L
misadventare of the French Emigres in June 1795.

Samuel Johnston hailed from Carnsalloch in Dumfrieshire
in Scotland. Incidentally we have another link here with the
Revolution. For Robert Burns also hailed from Dumfrieshire. Burns
was a antemporary of the Johnstons. Peter Johnston, Member cof
Parlisment for Kirkcudbright, a brother of Samuel, was one of
the original subscribers to the first edition of Burns "Collected
Wofks", Burns was the poet who hailed the birth of the French

Revolution in the following hopeful lines

"It's coming yet for a'that
That man to man the warld o'er

Shall brothers be for'a'that"

Samuel Johnston sailed for India in the Fast Indioman °
Egggg in 1781, in a convoy which also took Lord Macartney to
assume the Governorship of Madras, They had an exciting voyage
having been engaged by the French fleet under Suffren at Porto
Praya off the Cape de Verde Islands.,

For a time Samuel Johnston servéd most sucessfully as
Paymastér of the Forces at Madura and Trichinopoly, but while
serving at the latter station fell foul of the Bast India C?mpany, :
and in 1791, was suspended from the Service. He had, however,

done®well in Indis having befriended the Nabob of Arcot.

In 1792, Samuel Johnston, by then a 1little nabob
himself, was on his way back home. He was accogipanied by his
wife Hester Maria, only daughter of the fifth Lord Napier Qf
Merchiston. 4 contemporary biography of Sir ﬂlexapd;r Johnston

- : Diglized by NaolFmart Faubtatéel Lery) had remarked
(vide, biogravhv 11g>qm;cem_§ R v) : .a
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"In 1792 his father end mother returned, and again carried their
son with them.to France where he was @ witness to many of the
dtplorable scenes which disgraced Paris in July, August and
Septembé?lof that year".

As Alexander Johnston, who was born in 1775, was known
for certain to be studying in Winchester in July 1791, we cannot
agsume thet the son travelled with his parents all the way Irom
India.® It is more probable that Alexander met his parents in
the Continent in 1792, on their way back by the overland route
from India. Alexander was known to have been a studenf at

Gottingen about this time.

The Scotsmen published a letter from Edinburgh by one
JWBP' in its columns on the 2nd January 1952, where it was stated
that "the carriage in' which Johnston of Carnsalloch came home
across Europe.... in 1792 was lying in a joiner's yard in

Kirkmehoe, Dumfrieshire, where I saw it a few years agc". 3

In any case the Jopnstons were returning from India in
1792, Sir Alexander Johnston had himself written, "My father
and mother returned to Europe in 1792, and being in France when
the revolutionary government‘required all persons to give up
their plate, and gold and silver ornaments, my mother entrusted
the silver urn, with Montrose's heart, to an Englishwoman of
the neme of Knowles, at Boulogne, who promised to secrete it
until it could be sent safely to England. 3

o

"This person having died shortly afterwards, neither
my father or mother in their lifetime, nor I myself since their
death, have ever been able totrace the urn, a%though gvery
exertion has been made by me for the purpose; and although
within the last few years, I heve received from the® French
Government the value of the plate and jewels whith my fatherl

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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of Calais in 1792.

"To the last hour of her life my mother deeply regretted
thds loss, and in July 1819, a few days before her death, express-
ed to me Her wishes with regard to the urn, if it should ever be

recovered by me" (vide Sir Alexander Johnston's Letter to his

Daughters, 1st July 1836).

The reference to Montrose's heart is interesting. The
late Dr _andreas Nell delivered a fascinating lecture on this
supject at Célombn some years ago to the Ceylon Branéh of the
Royal Aslatic Society. This heart, which was embalmed and preser-
ved in an urn, had had an adventurous c&reer'since it was removed
from James Graham, Morquis of Montrose, after his execution in
1649. The Nepiers treasured it, and the last of the Napiers who
came *nko possession of the heart was the fifth Lord Napier from o

whom it passed oh to his only daughter Hester Maria Johnston;

“mother of Sir Alexander.

How did the Johnstons come to the aid of the Count
;d'Hervilly? The full details of this gallant deed are not avail-
able to us at present. 4 contemporary journal (Morning Post 7)
published'inlLondon gsometime between 1792 and 1795, when d'Hervilly
was an amigré there, had reported the news of the promotion of
d'Hervilly to the rank of Major-General by‘the Empress of Russia,-:
Catherine the Great, in the following words: "The Camp-Marshall
Count d'Hervilly, who hss just been promoted to the rank of :
Ma jor-General by the Empress of Russia, is much distinguished
by hig bravery and intrepidity, of which he gave numerous proofs
at the age of 17, while serving under the command of M. le Coﬁte
de Jancour.

"He distinguished himself at Rennes, in Brittany, at

the head ‘of his Regiment, at the beginning of the Revblution.
When surrounded by pighizdalsyNookREm Felruatien! 21lready <orn off his

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org P
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_epaulets, and taken hold of his sword to force it from him, he
threw it away,;and covering himself (his head) with his cloak,
he called out to them, presenting his ®sosom, 'Strike here - I
shall not know who has done it'. These desperadoes, such is the

power that Heroism cometimes hds over the most ferocious, there-

upon left him.

"His zeal and fidelity to Louis XVI, who had appointed
him to commanC his Guards, and near whose person he continued
till the time when that unfortunate Monarch was cqnducted to the
Temple, had exposed him as 3 mafk to all the rage of the

Patriots.,

"ounded in the thigh by the stroke of a pike on the 10th
of August, and having been exposed to a shower of musketry, he

has e¢sceped by a kind of miracle from 'all the attempts that

have been made to apprehend him.

"ie owes his safety to his intrepidity, and to the .

L]
generosity of an English family, whom prudent motives forbid us

to name. But when the misfoytunes of France shall be over, the
trouble it (the English family) has tzken, and the dangers to
which it has exposed itself, to save him and some other persons
frow fhe perils they were in from their own coqntrymen, cannot

be sufficiently extolled".

Now it can be told. The “English family" referred to
‘was of course the Johnstons. But we 2re still in the dark,
for flthough those "misfortunes of France" are over, and &
De Gaulle firmly ruleé where a Louis XVI wezkly reigned, still
we do.not know the full circumstances of this memorable incident
where an "English family" had plunged itself into the flaming
fire of the French Revolution and snatched the'Commander of

the King's Guards away to safety. We only know from® the notes

3 f i : 5 few le > d'Hervilly the ‘Hervill
left behind and a &BMm%ﬁﬁRﬁgahOf d'Hervilly that €'Hervilly

am Foundation.
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had eventually become an intimate friend of the Johnstons, and
that he was beholden to them for spiriting him away from certain
death in Fragde, "Can I ever forget", wrote d'Hervilly to

Mre Jb%pston if one of his letters, "that I ewe you-my departure

-
from Pranee?"

d'Hervilly was & member of the ill-fated Quiberon exped-
ition of French'emigrés in June 1¥95. Indeed it wes d'Hervilly
who led this disastrous expedition which was half-hecaertedly.
and belatequ supported by England. For he was appointed to the
Supreme Command by Provence, who had by then bec;me Louis XVIIT
on the deeth of the Dsuphin - King Louis XYiI, who died in cap-
tivity in the Temple. The Count de Puisaye had already been
appointed for this post by Provence's brother Artois on the
recommendation of Pitt, theQEDgliSh Prime Ministér, But the
‘diséofﬁ between the two brothers of Louis XVI was so bitter that _.a
Provence, being King, had his way by countermanding the order

of his brother Artois and appointing d'Hervilly to the post.
.'0
Puisaye, it would appear, agreed to serve under d'Hervilly
who with "2500 emigrés landgd at Quiberon on June 27th and
captured Fort Penthievre, but his victory was short-lived since
on quly 20 the fort was recaptured,and all who could not escape

by sea were massacred" (vide Cambridge Modern History Vol VIIT

1934 edition, p 472). 'd'Hervilly and Puisaye were among those

who escaped.

One cannot help comparing this abortive attempt ot
Quepiron in 1798 with a modern parallel, the Cuban invasion
in 1961 by emigrés from Florida. Only the human toll at the
latter fiasco was less, thanks to.Castro, for Cuba chose to
return her prisoners alive for a price rather.than maul them

down with musketry as the French revolutionaries had done at

. : s 'Y
Quebiron.
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d'Hervilly (Louis-Charles, le Comte d'Hervilly to give
his full namek returned to London wounded at the battle at
Quiberon, and died from his wounds fou? months later. He

L . -—
was 39 years old when he died, having been born in Paris in

1756, The sad news of his desath Qas conveyed to Mrs Johnston
in the following letter : "Madam, The Viscount de Balleroy,
his uncle, and the Count de Moustier, his father, have the
honour to let you know that the Count d'Hervilly péssed away
Saturday, the 14th of the present month". That was in
Novembe} 1796. Samuel Johnston died in 1801, his-wife 1819,
The lock of hair remains, not only to bear testimony to a
tender humen association, but also to illumihate a forgetton

ineident in the French Revolution.

Alexender Pope, leng before the French Revolution, at
" -

the beginning of the eighteenth century, wrote a delightful

poem on another lock of hair entitled "The Rape of the Lock".

May I be permitted to conclude by borrowing the Muse's lines

and slightly modifying them for the nonce as follows -

"For after all the murders .....
When after millions slain .....

] . When those fair suns shzll set, as set they must,
And all those tresses shall be laid in dust,

This lock, we shall consecrate to fame".

° 000000 Q0Qco0o
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