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My Acca...where do [ start? Growing up, [ sometimes didn’t
know whether to call her Acca or Amma. With 7 vears between us, |
always looked up to her. [ was always looking to her for advice, even
if it was as simple as what to wear. Our Amma wasn’t as strict on me
as Acca was — she was firm with me and would correct me when it
was feeded. Most people who knew Acca will know that she was a
hard worker and a business lady. She worked hard to get to where
she was in life and provide for her family, especially her grandson,
Mathan.

Most importantly though, Acca loved her family. She went out
ofher way to care for those she loved, and after | had moved from Sri
Lanka, she dedicated herself'to care for our parents in their old age. It
1s something what I will always be grateful for. She also treated my
husband, Rama, like her own brother and was like a second mother
to all my children.

There are a few moments that especially stand out for me. She
was instrumental on the night that my eldest daughter, Manjula, was
born. Rama had been called to Colombo for work and [ stayed back
in Trincomalee, pregnant with two young boys. Acca asked me to
stay with her so that she could support me during this time. When
Manju was born, she had her umbilical cord wrapped around her
neck. Acca knew something needed to be done immediately and ran
for help, crying and yelling, to her neighbor who happened to be a
midwife, and ensured that Manju was born safely.

Another time, Rama had been sent to India for work. I joined
him for some time, leaving our 4 children in the care of my Annan and
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his family in Colombo. My youngest daughter, Saradha, was upset
with me gone and Annan had difficulty calming her down. Accawas
living in Batticoloa but came to Colombo to pick Saru up and take her
to her house. She looked after her until I returned and then travelled
back to bring Saru home. Many years later, my eldest son Raghavan
was working in Vavuniya, near to where Acca lived. She supported
him greatly whilst he was there, and for an extended period of time he
lived with her. She opened her home to him, as she had done with us
many times before.

Most recently, she made the long journey from Sri Lanka to
Australia for the purpose of being present for the arangetram of my
eldest grandchild, Mithila. She was able to spend quality time with my
daughters and their children. My grandchildren were able to get to
know her and loved her greatly, fondly calling her Periya-ammama.
My Acca was a wonderful, loving, dedicated lady who put her family
before all else. I looked up to her throughout our childhood and even
in our adult years, and am proud to be her sister.

Mrs Seetha Ramanathan
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A woman who is larger than life

The last time I spoke to Sarojini machaal was about two or
three months ago, on the phone from my son Mathan’s place in Sutton.
As usual, [ had conversations with her about her great-grand children
and my grandchildren - Lavann and Harini, about her health and
whether her carer was looking after her well etc. She was happily
talking - though muted for most of the time. She was doing well. Well
for a person of her age. But her sudden demise came as a shock to
me and has left a big void in our lives.

She was one of the wealthiest women in the hamlet of Rambaikulam —
asuburb of Vavunia. A highly innovative woman, who largely acquired
her wealth, through her meticulous and efficient management of the
shops and apartments, which she herself built single-handedly, within
a section of her large and spacious residential property.

In spite ofher riches, she lived a simple life. She devoted part of her
time and energy in supporting the nearby Kovilkulam Sivan temple
and the orphanage run by the temple trust.

She was a role model and a source of inspiration for many of us.

We greatly miss her.

May her soul rest in peace.

R V Ramachandran
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My memory of Periya Acca races back to even before the birth
of Ranjini. They were living in Vavuniya Airport which was abandoned
by the air force after the World War 2. It was a very spacious bungalow
where passion fruit creepers are the only green plants within 400 yards
of their house. Acca used to force me to keep on drinking passion
fruit juice. While I was there, Ienjoyed riding a bicycle on the runway.
In the evening, Sathasivam Atthan used to take us to Vavuniya
Municipal grounds in his old rickety car to play soccer. Later that car
was used as poultry shed at Rambaikulum.

During this holiday trip, [ was forced to eat heavy breakfast,
lunch and dinner. I can’t forget, when I was at Jaffna College, my
weekend trip to their house at Sillalai and the turtle curry we had.

PeriyaAcca is “no nonsense” person. She is strict and will not
give in fairly easily. During her old age, I had the pleasure in keeping
her at my house to get treatment in Colombo. During this time the only
person to whom she would listen to was me, even though [ am much
younger to her. [ will never forget this.

She was the first and the only one with the courage to move
to Rambaikulam and to buy a piece of land, lived in a small hut, built
the house and due to her perseverance and thrifty hard work she built
the rest of the houses and shops etc. She has now left them for others
to enjoy.

Anyone who goes to Colombo by car or van or even by bus
is greeted with her trade mark smile and treated lavishly.

We will miss Periya Acca’s smiling face and the meals at her
house at Rambaikulum, the Chicken curry, Fried rice ,Pittu, Ulutham
Pittu, Thosai, Vadai, Iddly. ... the full menu.

Selladurai Sivagnanasundaram
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