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On The Figure of the
Prostitute in the works of
G Nagarajan and Dandapani Jeyakantan.

m Kiran Keshavamurthy

In this essay [ look at the contradictory impulses generated
by a certain idea of prostitution in the fictional writings of G.
Nagarajan and Dandapani Jeyakantan: desire and its inevitable
disappointment; the intimate contact of bodies and its
demystification by monetary exchange, the ideal aspiration
of love and the void enclosing each human being in his/her
loneliness. Representations of prostitution, I argue, have
fantasmatic origins in that they privilege the image over the
real, the word over its referent, the symbol over the event.
Prostitution has to be understood in terms of the liquidity of
personal properties including gender identities. The
understanding of prostitutional desire is focused not on the
possession of any one object but on the process whereby
objects acquire value as representations. What makes the
prostitute desirable is her capacity to deny nature and function
as a medium for representational practices. Further, I am
interested in looking at where Nagarajan and Jeyakantan
diverge in their representations of the prostitute s sexual
agency. Jeyakantan s fiction represents the figure of the
reformed prostitute whose sense of self-alienation, an effect
of commodification, is redeemed through love. Nagarajan on
the other hand empowers the prostitute with greater sexual
agency precisely through the simulation of conjugality that
only resists her sexual reformation through marriage.

G. Nagarajan s novella Kuratti Mudukku (1979) is
preoccupied with male fascination for the prostitute s made
up beauty whose seductive appeal lies precisely in its synthetic
nature. Through her theatrical performance of desire and
pleasure the prostitute alternatively evokes and disappoints
desire. The client s interpretation of the prostitute s desire is
ambiguous for the prostitute is an embodied simulation of

desire that veils an absent ,truth or ,;subject of desire. In
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other words, the prostitute s simulation of desire and pleasure
cannot be reduced to an original truth or subject, only an
infinite oscillation between the ,real and its representation.
The novella is mostly narrated by the male protagonist of the
story who despite himself falls in love with a prostitute called
Thangam. Before he meets Thangam he had assumed love
and marriage were convenient arrangements for rearing
children. But in his encounters with Thangam, the narrator is
conflicted by his paradoxical interpretations of Thangam s
desire and acts of intimacy that are at once ,,authentic and
disillusioned by the commercial nature of prostitution.

The narrator wishes every prostitute was as professional
and particular as Thangam. From her tireless engagements
with her profession, he wonders if Thangam has greater sexual
desire than the other prostitutes (117). While on the one hand,
he is certain that Thangam desires him as much as she does
her other clients, on the other he wants to believe that she has
a special affection for him. He clearly fetishizes her desire for
him; his desire for her oscillates between his faith in her
apparently spontaneous and exclusive love for him and the
disillusioning recognition of the commodified nature of
prostitutional desire. (119). Even as he identifies with her
seemingly spontaneous desire for him he constantly reminds
himself that his relationship with her is merely commercial
(118). He wants “to free himself from the happiness she gives
him while establishing and guaranteeing it”, he “wants to
sustain his fantasy of having an exclusive relationship with
her” even as he is aware of the potential disappointment of
his desire (118). He buys her things, refurbishes the interiors
of her room and tries hard to prove that she is only in love
with his money and not with him.

When the narrator asks Thangam to temporarily stay with
him in his new house she grows wary of his possessive affection
for her. When she claims she already has a husband he is
incredulous and ridicules her apparent faithfulness. She
sarcastically replies “I don t have to be a widow to be in the
business.” When he suspects her of being involved with a richer
man she hugs him and starts weeping (128). Thangam s
assertion of her sexual freedom and self-ownership preempts
the possibility of having an exclusive relationship with the narrator;
of being exclusively owned by a man that would result in the
potential loss of her liquidity; her mobility. She cannot be
exclusively owned or possessed by any man without being
excluded from the circulation and exchange of sexual identities
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and desires. Conversely, for the narrator the possibility of
possessing Thangam is to be dispossessed; to lose his individuality;
to become a substitutable object of her desire.

The narrator discovers Thangam has again been wrongly
accused and arrested for soliciting a customer and has been
asked to pay a fine in court. This time she decides to file a case
with her pimp s help. She is certain the client, the police and the
law are complicit in her ruin. When the narrator offers his help,
Thangam asks him to lie to the court that he has been financially
supporting her. For the first time, he feels nothing but empathy
and compassion for her. He recognizes in her his own status as
a social outcaste; as orphans who have marginalized themselves
from society (136-7). He promises to help her if she agrees to
- renounce prostitution and live with him. She agrees but when
she wins the case and the narrator reminds her of her promise
to marry him, she laughs incredulously and denies any such
promise. He feels betrayed and realizes that like most people he
had misperceived marriage as the ultimate expression and
guarantee of love when there can be no love without jealousy.
There is merely he says “an irrational faith in marriage”, “a
social guarantee of faithfulness that has been handed down...”
(138).

The narrator is determined never to see Thangam again.
Some months later he learns from her pimp that she has
disappeared from the brothel with her husband Nataraj. The
narrator later discovers her when he goes to Trivandrum on
work. She confesses she is Nataraj s mistress and not his wife.
She laments that he has been imprisoned for committing a serious
crime. She recounts her violent encounter with his wife who
burnt her when Nataraj decided to take her under his care. She
tells him she always considered him her husband although he is
a married man with children. She is grateful to him for taking
care of her needs and privileging her over his wife. Now she
feels responsible for ruining his family. Thangam s guilt and
helplessness love for her ,.husband and his imprisonment reduces
her to a sorry state of helplessness and despair.

Although Thangam s relationship with Nataraj becomes a
social impossibility (of not conforming to the straightjacket
of marriage), | would like to draw attention to the self-divided
identity of the prostitute that empowers her to assume other
identities and make sexual/ romantic choices that give her
security and ultimately question and redefine the social
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understanding of marriage. Although Thangam occupies the
position of mistress she can identify herself as the wife ofa
married man whose ,,free and in some sense ,,real love for her
unhindered by the domestic and financial responsibilities that
accompany marriage, overrides his consideration for his family.

Jeyakantan s Orru Manidanum Sila Erumaimadugalum
(A Man and A Few Buffaloes) (1985) is about a prostitute
who is purified and reintegrated into society by a man s love for
her.

Sabapaty works in his father-in-law’s lucrative liquor
business. He is a private taxi driver who secretly smuggles liquor
from Pondicherry to Madras. On one of his smuggling trips back
to Madras he is tracked down by the police after a long chase
and shot as he tries to escape. Sabapaty’s friend and assistant
Kanniappan who runs an illegal brewery manages to escape
with the owner of the smuggled alcohol and informs Sabapaty’s
wife Unnamalai of her husband’s plight.

At the hospital, Sabapaty is sorry to see his wife cry helplessly.
He thinks of the fights they have had in the past over his
alcoholism and his affair with a prostitute named Leela. While
he sympathizes with Unnamalai’s jealousy and her determination
to raise their children independently, he perceives Unnamalai as
an unrefined and illiterate country bumpkin who will never
understand the true significance ofhis relationship with Leela.

As Sabapaty is convalescing in the hospital, his friend
Kanniappan secretly gives him a letter from Leela that expresses
her gratitude and humility to “his flawless and unselfish love”.
“Her guilty conscience” makes her ask if “she is worthy of
such love”. (900). She promises not to have any sexual
relationships with her “boyfriends” or her uncle’s (pimp’s) friends
until he recovers. She decides to change into a new person when
he comes to see her. The sound of his “unrefined Madras dialect”
reassures her with a feeling of self respect. She is determined
to relinquish prostitution and only belong to him. (901)

It is clear from her letter that Sabapaty s selfless love and
concern for Leela initiates a process of sexual reformation
that compels her to aspire for the loyalty and domestic comforts
of wifehood. But her supposedly irredeemable immorality and
sexual indulgence preempts the possibility of ever being
worthy of Sabapaty s love. His love makes Leela realize that
she is enslaved by the consciousness of her sin (i.e.
prostitution). She realizes she was earlier able to simulate

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



desire and even in her outer debasement she was convinced
her human essence was her true essence. Now her degradation
touches her innermost being. Her sexual continence and self-
denigration become redemptive symptoms of her (,,failed )
attempts to be worthy of Sabapaty.

What follows this part of the novella is a long flashback that
is triggered by Leela s letter. The flashback begins with Sabapaty
s childhood memories of Leela as a young girl and ends with his
unsuccessful attempts to convince Unnamalai of the innocence
of'his friendship with Leela. Sabapaty remembers accompanying
his poor mother to Leela’s house to deliver milk. He remembers
looking at Leela s “golden form [with] his mouth agape™ (901).
Leela is disgusted at the sight of a “smelly, dark boy” staring at
her. The narrator says, “Sabapaty at that age, never thought of
bathing, combing his coarse hair and wearing a clean shirt” when
he came to see her. Sabapaty remembers running errands for
Leela at her slightest command. But once Leela matures into a
pubescent girl she is forbidden from stepping out and spends
most of her time indoors. Sabapaty, now older, is “ashamed to
be spotted by Leela standing like a servant before her wealthy
and reputed family.” (904).

Sabapaty tries to explain “the true significance” of his
relationship with Leela to Unnamalai when she accuses him of
having an affair with a whore (916). (what is interesting to note
here is that Unnamalai is more concerned that her husband is
having an affair with a prostitute rather than his sexual infidelity.
He angrily refutes her accusation that seemingly “insults his
masculinity”. He asks her “to you think I go for leftovers?” that
suggests the male anxiety around potentially emasculating threat
of female sexuality. He tries to convince her that Leela “was
not always a prostitute” (917). He recounts his childhood
memories of Leela and expresses his

gratitude to her father for his financial support. He meets
Leela years later in a room in a hotel as he is delivering alcohol
to her uncle/pimp. (919) Leela emerges from the room looking
like a glamorous ‘high class’ prostitute expecting to see her
uncle. She is surprised to see Sabapaty but does not
immediately recognize him. There is an elderly client with
her who requests him to drop her at her uncle’s place as he
inserts some money in her hand bag before leaving. Sabapaty
instantly recognizes Leela and is shocked and sad to see Leela
s refined and suave beauty that he once exalted now reduced
to a state of debauchery. He asks himself, “Why do good family
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women; educated and beautiful women all end up like this? Won’t
some men marry them and take care of them? Are there no
men left to do this? When aggressive, unrefined buffaloes like
Unnamalai have someone like me, why don’t women like her
who has everything find someone? Have they not found
someone? They are the ones who don’t want any of this and go
wandering in search of random men in their desire...no expenses,
the insolence of earning- is that why they yearn for attention?”
(921)

Sabapaty makes a social distinction between sexually
promiscuous prostitutes and chaste and loyal wives. He
assumes the power of financial independence makes prostitutes
like Leela impudent and indifferent to their social reputation
that he feels can only be achieved and maintained through
marriage and domestic wifehood.

Leela asks him to take her to a hotel. Sabapaty is not certain
if she wants to go to a hotel (restaurant) to eat or to a hotel to
have sex. He is pained to hear her speak to him like she would
to a client. In the hotel room, Sabapaty remembers how amazed
he was by Leela’s beauty as a child but now he is unable to be
happy with the thought of “having Leela’s beauty and body
all to himself like an object to be bought”. (927) He is disgusted
at the thought of Leela’s glorious body being purchased by
men for their pleasure and rendered impure by their touch.
(927) He suspects her family estranged her when her uncle
prostituted her. He experiences an overwhelming sense of
concern and is determined to rescue her from her uncle. When
she shyly expresses her desire to have sex with him her sexual
modesty partially redeems Sabapaty’s contempt for her (943).
But he silently refuses to have sex with a promiscuous and
unchaste prostitute (941).

For Sabapaty, gratifying Leela s desire for him is a collapse
of social differences. Like the narrator of Kuratti Mudakku,
Sabapaty s desire for an unchaste and promiscuous prostitute
threatens his own individuality by becoming a substitutable object
of her desire. When Leela later confides her sexual past,
Sabapaty appreciates her trust in him but is furious by her
“shameless confessions” that seemingly emasculate him (938).
The very fact of her sexual frankness and immodesty is perceived
as a threat to his masculinity that can only averted by resisting
his desire for her. For Sabapaty, Leela s chastity is an alienable
.commodity or property that essentially constituted her femininity
and whose irredeemable loss now forever signifies her diminutive

and ,,public womanhood. The suppression of his desire for her
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and his concern, I would argue, de-eroticizes her and
consequently their relationship by robbing her of her ability to
stage her seduction, neutralizing the threat of self-alienation and
emasculation embodied in her prostitution.

Through Leela s confessions of her sexual past we see her
negotiating various shifting and intertwined constructions of her
identity as a prostitute that entail self-division for personal
advantage, security, social mobility and survival, sexual
indulgence and even a helpless victim who lacks enjoyment and
appeals to others sympathy. Prostitution for Leela offers the
power,

security and comforts “that a helpless woman like her
needed”. (938) Leela feels empowered by her uncle’s patronage
and his influential and wealthy businessmen friends whose
connections with the police protect her. She expresses her
gratitude to her uncle for his support and protection when she
was faced by the possibility of being disinherited by her family
for eloping with a married man who tried to prostitute her (936).
Her uncle and his “educated, respectable businessmen friends”
convince her that prostitution is a normal profession and that
“many people have been happy in this profession.” In her travels,
“[she] has seen many reputed people in the profession...[she]
has met many new people, learnt many things, experienced
everything that rich people experience and feels at par with
them...everyone is very affectionate to [her]” (937). The world
of elite prostitution with its nexus of rich clients, pimps, patrons
and prostitutes offers Leela upward mobility and impunity against
the law and social stigma.

Sabapati refuses to believe that Leela chose to be a prostitute.
He is incredulous when she expresses her ,,love for her clients.
When Leela expresses her financial motives for becoming a
prostitute Sabapati is shocked that she would sell her honor for
money. (939) He suspects “poverty, deception, hunger, money”
are just excuses for the lack of a justifiable reason to resort to
prostitution. Leela tries to convince Sabapati that she has never
been and can never truly be in love with her clients. She can
“only simulate pleasure and desire because she can never have
true feelings for a client who doesn’t love [her]” (940). She
sometimes wishes she could pay men to have sex with her.

Leela realizes she has never been honest to anyone about
her past. She feels she can trust Sabapaty. When Sabapaty
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recounts his fond memories of her as a child and praises her
father’s altruism, she begins to feel that his love for her “is not
the same that anyone else has felt for [her]”. She sees the
innocent child that she was in his eyes as he constantly regrets
her debased state. His concern makes her feel for the first time
that there is something wrong in being a prostitute. She
remembers her father and imagines him asking her the very
question that Sabapaty asks her, “Do you call prostituting yourself
a profession?”’ (932). ’

Sabapaty s almost filial concern for Leela s welfare makes
her question her own duplicitous identity and marks for her
the beginning of a process of reformation that is characterized
by a sense of guilt, worthlessness and sexual abstinence. Leela
realizes that the performative sense of self-alienation that once
empowered her now divides her very being depriving her of a
sense of self. Prostitution then can be understood to be both
empowering and an extreme form of alienation; of
commodification that fails to distinguish between a person
and a thing; between the producer and her commodity or the
prostitute and her body.

Sabapati sympathizes with Leela and offers her his
friendship. He realizes that Leela is a disgraced and orphaned
victim of economic need for whom prostitution is the only
available means of survival. He promises to lend her money
every month to help her give up prostitution and offers to make
reservations in a hotel if she wants to have sex with someone.
(944) Although Leela is put off by his sexual indifference she
is so moved by his respect that she expresses her exclusive
love for him.

Although Sabapaty is unable to have an exclusive sexual/
romantic relationship with a fallen woman without losing his
sense of self-ownership, his suppressed desire for her and his
sense of responsibility prevents him from abandoning her.
While he sympathizes with Leela s

victimhood, he perceives her sexual indulgence as
constitutive of her identity. Thus even if Leela no longer sells
herself or her body, the historical formation of female sexuality
as the sum of female identity constructs prostitution as a figure
for the disturbing permeability of public/private boundaries.
Leela s sexual deviance is tolerable only as long as it does not
visibly undermine the paternal Law or provoke disciplinary
regulation. The subversive force of the woman s/prostitute’s

erotic body can be safely evoked only in a disguised or
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displaced manner by controlling the signs of her sexual visibility
and accessibility.

When Leela learns that Sabapaty has been shot by
Ollikaruppan she decides to sever her friendship with the police
officer, who was a client of hers, for betraying her and “her
man”. When she curses and scolds the policeman Leela resorts
to a rhetoric of conjugal ownership to define her relationship
with Sabapaty. She later wonders if she is making an irrational
decision to lead a celibate life “all by herself” by refusing to
meet any of her male friends. But she feels only Sabapaty can
give her the respectable status of a wife (954). She realizes
Sabapaty through his kindness and generosity has been
responsible for changing her opinion of men and the poor. (959)
She hopes their friendship lasts forever.

When the court mercifully condones his crime because of
his handicapped condition, Sabapaty returns to his overjoyed
wife and children. When Unnamalai discovers he is still having
an ,affair with Leela, she has a violent fight with him that
turns into a crisis that ends with Unnamalai leaving him with
her three children. The eldest son refuses to leave his father.
Sabapaty silently wonders if he has committed a mistake but
he realizes that no one in the world can understand his intimacy
with Leela that in some sense escapes social and ideological
definition.

Leela and Sabapaty realize that they their secret meetings
at the hotel suggest their own unconscious guilt and
disapproval of their relationship. They decide to live together
like a married couple that they feel would redeem Leela s
disrepute. The novella ends with the image of an alternative
family that is not structured by conjugal or even entirely filial
relations. Thus the social assumptions that undergird the
inviolable sanctity of marriage and family is re-formed as it
were in the novella. Sabapaty is also reformed of his alcoholism
as he retires from his job as they settle into a life of bucolic
domesticity.

To conclude, while Nagarajan explores the subversive
power of the representational nature of the prostitute s desire
in challenging the straightjacket of marriage, Jeyakantan
suggests the sexual and social reformation of the prostitute
through love and social reintegration. What we see though in
both their writings are new forms of intimacy between men
and women that are premised on mutual concern and
compassion that rework the patriarchal terms of conjugality.
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"...the [Women's] movement has adopted

a policy of distancing itself from issues re-
lated to homosexual women.It must be said
though that while it has not extended public/
political support, it has indeed extended valu-
- able support privattely, taking up individual
cases, advoeating, intervening, resolving. This
- support is appreciated by its direct beneficia-
ries as well as activist groups, yet because it
is privately extended it remains unknown to
the general public and inaccessible to those
who are most urgently in need of it. This mode
of support, that simultaneously involves
© mechanisms of denial, operating under the
larger umbrella of cultural silence around is-
sues of alternative sexuality, continues to en-
mesh homoerotic desire and its practices in
phobia and prejudice." (Loving Women.P. 2)
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Cal @b usngagsd QsT@ES (PURWITH. G STOTQ BT
o msmers CGsy a@wGursy edar asuiler o sraranss
QesrRLUCUET erelipy snmlalLmer.
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HauGern &5, ‘erenenr GuiLm, B @i au@ptbGurgy
eilivy @@EGsay Ganessd BHevenggi und. Roriys
saalur. yrea s Qsflurw euwpilur wisdCGuw
@uUBunr wrGsrgar Qumbueerum Huit" L BiBlgr o ewdie?
(@U@l - yavsoarts Curw; wiGers- pe Blevewantn,
QuanGure)s ewsGs &1 58 B BéCsdarn, apsE 59
@w&Csae, @)eL 1ésens @G pebewg 615, 5L L I 615 eTaTm
&5514 CarpsBwsEGaer. gearayGw Qsflwuw wps § @)aralss
@elreuarey ST Bl aTewd @ Fld@s sflur uB e QETREH DTG
era@Iyy B (pymws FPHH 2 SFIF Iy sgeren. @&mGarm_
5B ob it e sGhson yulearmr of_Bégr Curd
ol _nmer. @@ GFrevallé Glesramy (&R nrgmd yeuer ermsGwm
@ @BEEC @b, cTewd s CEemau LIGRTLD GTEINI. FGBBSWAQILD LOTHLD
RE POP &0 RQBEGL @QLib QFany o Gl vamidss
Qar@dés (W wralll L Teib o @F%GS $GHS wFB e Luamrh
Qer@smal® @@ P yer Dl aurri&s Qanear® almalg
CUITLY SEEWTSE (@) (BHS5-

eGbsOT GY @RBEGL UGBUD JBs Fiwr Tayy R
s@gpsar CurgBungid w@mbBUIgLD @& aTibamsEamard
Spieugih srselliugrsan QeraelldlGERDI6ET. #@G5SMTESE
HuaT gayg g Gsfuns. @@ s sGES® TS FEDSS
o Giranel Brer &M15)EE0Cper ety #p Hyeuswt  avsuiled
el GRCUIL GRS CET@VL T, FGHBSMTALD o emear
alpbLd o airenmer. @ weuflelr sr5d NEs afwmasGs Cgfw
WESS. FGEsvTame gwinf awrpill LaTsams o ThEs
Qerear® Rarcfe GsTHUSD NSy Tary GFwag
Ty dswns QmESE. FGEsTyd Gagy il @eva e
Sauat Bs GBuntlsaewnd uarsass QsrTRsSssE CamarGL
AEpsrer.fe sowgiPd Qauayéd@E g Lewd QAsSTHES
GeualrRLb? @euar 2 @ pss b BLodGs CETRSST eTameT
eIy Hlevandgl @ aurgd sent_Gsl sl Gursmoed o1 sflevev
sfldldvame aary uBsSssesrarLrar. gar saL Bsl sl
CGursallsvanay F@GBsvTme 1955 HSBmrar. @)l ereirenyL o
@BEFCauarTib. BT @@ FAsHeT e eTdarmy
FGhsan smPlul@gsEprer. G, aarang BApH CGurasm?
aarael LGB Coup PBISH UFFEH QLI BleanarsE er-
DIWT? 265 PpGSTeny o arenat @) L) Gus aeaud@gl. @55
(pbenuufey a1 S apenevuiieh @ phSTaLD o renen afl_tom” Gr_e.
2 61 (pF5BW YFL serdPlail G Ceuer eratyy OIC REDIGTTLD.
Fs@pgsn @UGung @@maysE@b uarh Qsn@is Gasew (G ib.
Qougnd@ib ueTid CsTRGs Gauew@Lb. BLbio 2 epLiL], BLOLD
@epr_tb. areiT @aymis @)1y eTaranar oL GuTSLILRSS FS@TDeT].
Qeuamar afl R QFaryaileumb erarprah Lwb. @)aeaers
upp Gmadm Gerwel ymlGsw sm&all @b aarprayLh
uwib. aretgre Qe meurs oGarmibayy BlavarsHGpeT eraTpTar.
FGBsT UTTOLSDGL Quansaantt Cure G @) @ULITer. Syauar

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



SHUITE @) (BHSTRILD 26U @FEN_ I SETSHET (LPL DL (LPL_L_UITE
unjE@gw urtiealu yaer ererer BeaTd@prer eTa@Tm)
QFrevellall woiputh. HYPS @@BHSTAID HUSSHSTE CUTe.
s@gbswr san_Gasl @ Cung s@LEETIT S®aTd SSTSETT,
L@BuGETE wweES Jaereal w uruameanser apeth AfsGs
s Csl uner. Saer wagmgl urjisBungy srariGs
QuirpreLLITS @) FEGLID. LI R(F LSTTDE. B! LIRS
WPESB; g ammed a6 erciasara Caugamansar @)Ly &g mrGear
@aGarn @)L Tayb war®d gaang Caugemare w iy
FeiyL_MEHTLLD HIFS CSTa (B wmppReipers areigy Flevensgis
Gl&smerGaistr.

sgpsgwral b CuAstanany pég Gurs yeer
gpbeumw aflL @ auesol_w Gerss 2amsGs Sybwr HUUT
@UiySCErTarL_red CurugTss smpBlarTer. 5L bLoT
QLT sangeus HGIDIE BTeT FaniauSTESF CFTeireTTarT. LbeiT(H)b
Brer Yyarenars FEDa% (pywaldvaw. sear HUNHLY, eaimsCs
Cumbai Lmert erargy Gsfwalldme. prar sGBsrGar®
Cuaseag i ear I 0 @@L nésmiGl Nyésns. eer
B Lb saflalRauriser. eTer FrafiLb eTaTenaTs ety 1L iTer.
‘b seL_CsL s GunGeanmiom augCgmongy @)bssanyib. 2 erd gL
Cus Garar@w s Cuaa@ib aarped b ol @ @i 1és
eL_a1 Gua. L G. Faydaar all B @eL néaGarm(p o s G erera
CBuss? SeuGar Gmeral wHEs5s Csfungadr. safluns e i@
TRSHSCsTETH gajyaws Crisas CQanau® armpuarer.
evafltb o awd erawmewr Cuis? yeaear af' nead Gsam
FLIBUTHWT erchian?’ arciigarcianetd FL i, Fayser oIl ()
By résener CuAlanTed s T YEBowsE C&BSS
Sajser alyd Capy @@ &6 Quuid Gear Qsiuis
A Qeuniser ey PeaTLurisedr. @@ & 1y dsaldame
sraped gefluns @ss Goalear aliyges GCaraa@ib. saflurs
QaEsTAID  FEESVTYESG
Qg npsrayser aumb.a155 afL g6 GauamBronarmayid @iy iGumd

apsECuraw  Geugy Caugy
Graor g s, gawrer prafl sy GEaildsr al@Gsafcvsrer
QBésCauan@. Hyajser Gleraiy srear G5l &G (ib. @)
Qe néseiar & L BC1_m sepE@ o LUl L g1 Qg Bhlermed
SayL_ b FLSGSST6T. @5 Ao allapwrisailsh Gept néaafler s
P diser pwsrslea yParpar. @@, Bref, apsseard
YRCurGEGarar 5T @G@TUMISMEGL @QBEs
Geuesw GLb erewrBpnisar. 3% G@GeLb pranuyd @)enerwaif searm
BBEGCurgy saufseph # L B LMl SseRdGLd, HNauFsaner
&G, Breallsens@ Wiy wiutes @srr'@;gub. 9 (& afl et
Cuaanss a1 B bgnen BL_B56)%Teir_argd. ereranars Guraipeud
S@pid @@ prefl g @wGung (Wi FSFBID HeoL_&@GLd eTearmy
YRk GsreawGL er.
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SWuriisGL F e
Fapunenfl, DCapns
ey &efl, e60. mbé
D& sigsvometT,
prERest GUIST,
&Q@eout
mGunGuimte, &smi
&UYD grEeusir
SpBCWmt erepd

HIV Prevention among
Men who have Sex
with Men (MSM) in
India: Review of
Current Scenario and
Recommendations.
Background paper
prepared by Solidarity
and Action Against
The HIV Infection In
India (SAATHII)
working group on
'HIV prevention and
care among Indian
GLBT/Sexuality
Minority communi-
ties', Revised Draft,
April 2002. ereirp

s (PopeniLs
sydlis sBPTEELD
Sger FSOPTEED
. .. P
cun&Gseusit

@eraur] 2011

<9}, QJ @5T LD
1

urelwed &g GETHHTEFFWLD

SLES e aigpLmisenns “wompgy unsSwed” (alternate sexual-
ity) ererug GHss Aaurshser Bapps aG@aper. "wipm”
er6inmy Qemevgud Qumeps) uw Cserallaar sTup@eTpar. 2 FTTETS
BH@, s WIPPTE? "Quedys” uTele @aTHGLILISTSERILD
2306 “wippns” option-gs e @@liusts HNisswre Op-
tion eapned Gsiey Qrig@srearer wpyuor? - Gureip
Csearailsar arup@epen. yyewTed AP LureSlwe eTdiyy BHILD
@UQuUIps smieug apmsCarareriiu’ L, smBsHEsiu L,
2 FA@WSET apBGLIUL L He&T-Gluey uredlwed 2 pajser
Sjoarsea eTarp Gurmena sy migd. UGy SrTgemrm
sepsans, @& Hearamh urellwe Hpib LT L wrenm
semsl yipg Qsrarer L@@ psi: @)@ g awser (homosexuality )
Howg G Quarsasée (lesbian)@en ewner urellwed
Aevyey, @éas, srsew, smowb, opey; @)@ urdlaiggeafe (ptd
FILILLD, aflenpayid, TSI, 2 payd Qardrarésaigw Henev (bi-
sexuality ); Opdurewrear uTw@L_WTME®F SL GG Hae
(transgender/ transsexual): sygreaugy pliurew gerrs BG5S
a1 Quey yen_wrard gp QUi (Syganallser/ B bREISET),
pliuned Queranns @) whai L6 e LT L wirerh gpGumj.

Qungiauns saps ymBsnyh Guprs urelwed Blevewser
aTugTID, @QUAUTIpE sraT @eas GHISs ylgaser apuLS
QenL_ kB sreter aarLsTah @eupeaps upPu aerssmiser
youRuwnBDerpar. Gy, @BSL LTwe P LTeSlwe
Qauaflliunr@aser wHHILD DL WTTHIFSaaT @ESTEGLD
s QFrHser Bib FapsEBE upmiGuSTR, @ GPSS
2PBs iz apu@asp@ war sflunar Cuwisaaryh
Qenpsaenyd aldPwrsnsaaenyib PGS s TeTaIg HauPwid.

<51 gaily, Quagieuns Lme, LTeSlwed, LTS GITLD, ML WITeTLD,
Qaefliiur® HRuear Ghss Osefiajb ' @ @rperalley
apmsQarerarul B amd allerdsmiger wpmib Caupiur@saen
AP BB GSSiD HyuFlwid.
umsGiwisd OyFmhaEemebSuID

yEaur Ceng@ - Gluer s Gar ievevg) gy 2 eni_ufiGeom
Qwé@h Ca1sH puiser. @)aIfsen SLog JEUDILISL @S ueng
Bésb QelwungeisernsGan LT WIDH N RRIDF
OFiigQsnearerLh eraweutd @evevrs aifsemisGanr @)ESSaTLD.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



ureyemriay Qeewnsagsery asexuals - ereud$gib urelwed
FRwrer FiliL) G is@pd 2 @G

ol @ueglfur - aL @sfwunalld Ne g awser
Questsalien o et yemfipg ygunalser/ afg@on sapssSer
Gure Cgnppuwelitiug. Geajser QuirgialLdisalid asss @
vesih FhUT@Lingith 2 &G, @aiser HETEIEOAS BLBSI
QaraEw(p SEISEHL_ W FLpsSHeT QU W is @GNS afl g T
FAPES BT SBGHBSTPETT.

QoureSjuy Csreir. ajsear: & Quaw adp Qo
urelenrgsaif_qpib GOIII_$588 uneSiliL) CanewL_aujser.

Double Decker/ gy ¢ : @Qaujsér 2t gypailer Quiwpg s
A@DILU HPUTSE JFMUTER GSSLUMITSaLD,
LHDUTS JpeLIOUS SaE YFarambiled QupuaITEayh
@ouui. Qauisdr QuataBam® 2L ey GsrdruagTsah
@wéswmd. Qaisedr Qegugsag/ Qunaug aa@p @G
Qewsun iy ayb FAUGusTR Csrg@ser @arjsenar Double
Decker ereiiny syanips@spaind.

yed/ yai: afigun/ ygauref FupsSSH @ THIT JuHTDF
Qervaml @& Hyssy LUEURSSUILUGTDE. P STE
sefled, sw al@GUufern uawMBSLIEad SarL aarunsalb
STUpiiy BESLLEL yeEvsmeas GPEs @Eblend Lwe
U@RSSUUL LS. o gTgemib: HIsTl P srvmiseiss HyBSL
yohiseied sree uesliyfeaugpnClsear L g erser oliymiliy
Bé&sib QaFliwiu’ L arf.

Queirarwo: @& 2B unen auaguap Goars g GFrd.
@& 2L fRurs QueweTrs QOBéGL @G pulldr sw
Qaualitium’ en_uib pLEgGsTeTend alssmayd Qrudsamar
Wb 2 eoL_senenuyid Guixib allgggYyLb GPERFDS]. LT TES
urefeiggeuid SaTanaT GILIGHENLD 2 LW FEATTE L WTeTL!
URSBSE Csmereramib.

POBLITSJLIL) YD @rLmealar FiLit) Glameswr gy awsaryGay
men - gy @usei_ G GBI S555 UMSTIL ClETRTL WS 6T
@és@asw BT, FGUISHIL CeTETL YSTEET FapsSH e
HEEERaITIIS S JydLWTALILPSDS GsTararamb.
LIy @Qeéwng g sapsgPatangyd GFrng) STy U Sef
wafls JoLwrarnIsayn @ags Lsramy GESTD.
yewsefltb @G undily Oanemy GEsTayn @)arisener
fef U FTIEEISE@EETEL QURTSEHL @D 2L QIDay
Qanerucuisams @) wmEsaed.

vaafers (gender ) gafl pugnsGeun, Fapss®Bam, Fii
PRwursGan @@aGsGarar HaT g GUGGT L WTarid.
geawaw GQuaveaw CGurap algPursiismars GHSGL
GFmhser.
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vrelar Glrwebrmnm@: yemnaGar GluawenrnsGaum e
ereburn @ BsEs CauawB @D  Faps, UITUTLR
a@iuniliyser @msHarper. @SS Grpedler @peau] erdiuara)
J eyl gt CuawewuL gy BLhHGsTarRDIT Ty
Qeudur@saer Qg GHERSTDS. TS @D 6L 6% @ LD
ereleunpy FL_EgGlamerer Geua (b, eTBCSESL Lewlisanars Qauny
CGaraw @b, eteucumyy Cgrppwaellss Ceaer @b ereirmy U6
STH JUITFLIL&ET 2 s (B,

vralar Garaflim®.: QuUis§ FapsEHe o) Serayamw
urdleargeng erauaurm Leaal RSB DIT TATLSZ SDS5S5.
sergyenL_w penl_ o ant_ Guds wPmitd @& CFwe LT@ESenT apeuth
FapsSRe gamain b Gl eTTNLD Fap iy GHid
Fareawsmar @upeud Gwellu@ggb alsib.

vnraller orgyLa@: saErtaen_w 1ApLiured e wraTSSN G
2 flug aerg Fapsisiad auampupssiul L ureler Qeueflidur®
ST dBF uTdawsPnE 2w Qaalilur@samensd Qsme
Y@EUUS. 2 sTIeEB N, QuaTawawu aswurs Gaafls
U@BSSHILD ETHGT, @I HPFHWNE Qeualiu@d Cluersar.

vrefer gyemL_wirantd: @heud 2 eieehgd SeteneT 2y emrsGeur
QuearewrieGaun o_ewrieugy). @)5S 2 creperia @peurg p iy
B@w ysame uergumissLul L uredler eTRFUTilLSeenLb
FAiEE @)és Cuaw@ eaarug . @uiai Lplume
QemTE @GBS S warfRwrss sareen OuanawTs
L wrarILRSHE GEmeraremib.

TR gLmaLIL) . Y e-QueT LUTESILIL. ST I UM
wneargB PG aBgrew unwe L wrerd GlEmewL auiser L5gmer
uraSlwed FFILy.

afgary ygarall, Bapaas: @ajser oL fRwuns
Y @rsarrals Apluaisdr. aeafiayh wearfQunss snisaar
QuemsarnsBa o emiuiser. e snsag wrpalad @@
FWWSHD HES YT LUTwmLWTarSas Hlorsfss 6
arrslGeaur, Sdag apaTnmd urallewwrsGaT FHismer
@ wrariuREDE CsrarSarpary. afigr aerp GlFred e
@sPwraler vwHTURSSUILREDG. SOPSSH® 2y Tatmef
wpmib BmEEias aap Quisdr LuHTURSSLIUGFTDar.

@@L Bsrar &TpLityemiss (Homophobia):
RULITSILIL) Q& ressL_aufser tgmer @mals Geuminyh LwpLb.
@aE FpsSPR  RHEGSVTEQL,  GUETLL® D WTH LD,
SmpLiLjesiFRwrsajn OeualiuG S ng.

RALTSFLILy ClEramr eui (Homosexual ) - sergyan wGs gyem
ureerggeud g miLiy Garearaijser. @) iser gy @usart
&8aun yowg QuavsarsGaur @@sserd. @uEuISIaY

J Qaname. yavsmary Qu@wurgih "Gs” (gay) eaa@rmb
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@ PULIGETH. o ST wwrem allenpasaard @meEsTwe
@&ClFred w@SgIa FRwrear alasgans WL Db ST (LHWOHVUSTE
P urellwe CsreawL_ajser @smar BorsfUugih o & @.

@@ureSitiy Qanar_ Quansamer “CeeviJwer” (lesbian) ereirmyib 1

Beve Plevev Lirevent_wirerss (Intersexed Persons ): 2 BPwev/
AOpiymiy fQwns gy Ques earp @) SHTMLS®eTLLD
IpnIS@mEGs ClsremL_aufser,

Cang®: ClaaliliueL_wrs Queweip 2 el walfseaTasa b
Lpmb/ Ko wHPpre e arrer oL gipalledd svg
HsarurdGor  ard@Gar  wppwuss D@L
Quprueugnaayib o erer yenser. Gsrg@ser Lieh Gain Benresefey
Cluemanio geitanio Qs na_aujserns @)@E&RDIISeT. Fowsisahe
Ouarsealicr yeoL yeflswiisamer yamiagid o &,

Cvevifwer) Clevabiduar Glueai: Quanser 83s GHLNILS
$5%5 LmeSilienLyb srgeauyb Gsreire_ L.

LesBiGay: Lesbian, Bisexual, Gay waseneré @fliispsnes
F(HSBLD.

LGBT sppss8eri: @umurdiliy GsneawL oy ewsenib
Sueswrsepd (Lesbians and gay men), @@undiiy Qeneim
amses Guawsesw (bisexual women and men),
6T@) FLITGUEH_WITaTLD eTHGLD gyems@pLb GQueims@enid (Transgender
men and women) @ Curg s @F Fpshsmars GHSEDS.
sEsE@L_w urtdSioysesd, ureler Qarefltumr® s e
AL wreriised Camul ® @b, @@ sTreRILTE
STRIGET JdaTal(fld @aiSsLIuPaangud afleflitby Banewd s
gerariu@aimsuyh Q)FFS sapsSPaT @D Sy THISSI
Curon@REImeng. asenr UTSWE STIGTLOTS Ppumeienn

U@RSSILBLD FapsSBewg.

Fewmarw: Guamamw aap Gertaamal CuraGa @& ayb
2 pPwres QuUrGeEsh iUy @@Ts @ern. o L6
B wrs gyewns @i emeafer sw Qeaelur e wyib
BLbablsnerend aflggamguh Qeweasamanyl, o L seanuytLb,
Cusib aflsgmsuth GHERSDE. TR TES UTGSaTSSauHLh
SETDQT JYESTDIW LD WUFSNMTE L WTTLILREDE
GQ&merarevmib.

Fps3BPHGL STWFPHGL gpu HFarow GHHs uwvals
Beeliur®sesn aiuTiliysed Q@LUUSTD “yaramioser”
eTaID LGTemLd GlFTedayLd LweTLHRSS UGS DS

o (Male) - 2.Ldd/ 2 Bflwed fRwns yemrs @@BLLS.
@ TS LApLLn 16T Seranwanid Osraw(® BliemrulsEs L (b
@Y.
S iRsHe Male areiip Qercbays@ib Man aairp Qardgys
Gw wsBwwrer Capur@ser HPwliu@Darpar. g6 | wrpmyGesed
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@esaiyain® QenpsessEGr "y e Gered LweETLRSSU
u@eugred @Qbs Saupur@sdr QaefduL mosd Guragpsrer
QUL & 6T B SLD.

afaréss:Male a1z @@aungl L9pLIYDILIL], 2 L6, 2 ufiflwed
FTIBS S wiremd. @BaIFS LT Blavaaus (SeX) GHsfanal.
garred Man eretp QFmed @aseurg unellear Glauelium ent (Gen-
der) gféR6eps. o Lo fBwrs yeuns (male) QEéGh Gad
sarg untddear Qaeflliun@sellGeur o 6iToaTd 6t yfsalGanm
oyemrns (Man) @més Cauan@ib e HuPub Goaw. @b
Gaumyuir® Female/ Women eréirp Qempseflesr Lwarun@s@sé@Ld
Qur@igih. QupPpes slifie "GQueln” adp gpHaps
QeraemeCu vwaTuRSS5FCnrLD.

HowseHL_air 2 1_gypey Csraresid yawser (Males who have
Sex with Males ): 2. 8fwe/ oL & fPuns yewars @)HEGLD
gmaui oL/ s lfued FRurs yewrs @aLivaifsall b
oL aupeay Qanaraug. Male adrp oL dvsap GHES Qe
vuau@sgagra @Gt Aplurd Herrs QGHS
B@pRmss@eTyh GPLULSTE QT wipnGEDS.

Men who have Sex with Men esréirp Qenp@prfev “"gyeir”
a@ug oL fRwner L UTMGdgSs GHESTLD SaETenes
o3 aTaTy L wraTIL@SDE CsmerenLd sTauenTyLb GBS GLD.
@ifeos @g sb@ws DOEMMSSNTS &I YL WTETL!
LUBsHE Qasreres puismears GHlsstg. Cuabd Ga
OGO W 2L payd Qeweur’dL wl @ GHIEDS.
Y FTEEHL G 2. L QIpay CETATEELD HETSET SLOGLD REBUIGSH
OyereraugrsGeun, G@uneditiy o srerugrsGan, Qg
a@FuneSitiy 2 ereraugnsGain @) s GausT @b erey HuSwib
Qaee. a5 @ afl/ enii’ v wHpIb @er urdaiamar Gpmisafier
SOUYL usliled FRUGL Gurepg uTlud YL LTS
BHGL UEs wsssBPEGLD Ger G o drer GaupyuT@sener
S Bleus SeuFuwb.

MSM sapsisy wésar: Gay, bisexual (@@urdiyy,
@GuESHLiYy) eeTgy S@w &u L wTILUBRSSE Camar
GITLOGY QTS PRTS@HL G 2. IDay QETaresLd )owsar.
@Es@sCuni @@ FapswTs Gaemung GBSGL UTpHD
@aisess@erar uralwe GlEwWUTL 1960 @DILD STTILOTS
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