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Weleame

A warm welcome awaits the Queen of Sri Lanka when
she steps ashore on the 10th April, 1954. Her Magjesty’s
great personal charm, and concern for the well-being of
the inhabitants of the lands that constitute the Common-
wealth have endeared her to millions of people.

The visit of our Queen to this country is a memorable
occasion, which, | am glad, the United National Party has
decided to commemorate by the issue of a special Souvenir
worthy of the event.

Erime Minister
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Homage to our Queen

O glorious day that ushers forth

A gracious queen; —a strength, a sovereign hope —
To Lanka's radiant shores : — Not alien skies —

A grand a solemn welcome herein lies.

Spirit of youth, of love of kingship, shining true,

A golden hope of all who pay homage to you.

In vacant air, 'neath ancient crags — Domain of kings —
Leave relics of thy visit, €’en flimsiest of flickerings.

Far out this land of green and gold

Unbroken a welcome ye behold.

From distant village or closest town

Through tranquil air, floats down the sound

Of breathless joy, that fills our hearts —

A triumphant cadence opes — now starts,

Then rises, unfettered, unafraid — A welcome rings

From Lanka's land of warrior kings —

For man as man, in welcome, take their place,

Proud stalwarts of a Lion race —

ROM oldest fortress, DEEP in our hearts the greatness of this day ;
With ﬂute with dru When all the tumult, shout have died away,
With eogf‘!‘ voices, rich with ' ’ PR
o We will remember ; — we drew courage of our will,
From you, oh gentle maid,
Who has Our bond of unity now laid —
Hope springs for all, from out thy queenly heart,
Youth’s emblem of a Regal part —
Our countries’ freedom sheltered, 'neath the British grace
Attained the old unbroken spirit of the Sifiha race."
Now one by one your subjects, snatch the running flame,
«Enkindled by your queenly name, N\
To hold this torch of freedom higher —
Content we flamed it out of England’s fire.

~% M RLE SWAN.

5

Digitized by Nodlaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org









Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



THIE ROYAL FAMILY

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



o

CHATHAM HOUSE LTD.

REPRESENTING

ALLIS CHALMERS MANUFACTURING CO..
Tractors & Earthmoving Equipment.

FARBENFABRIKEN BAYER A. G.,
Pharmaceuticals, Plant Drb__ltection Chemicals,
Heavy Chemicals.

GENERAL MOTORS DETROIT DIESEL &
CLEVELAND ENGINE DIVISIONS.,
Diesel Engihes. Generator Sets.

GRUEN & BILFINGER A. G..
Civil Engineering Consultants & Contractors.
INGERSOLL-RANDj CO.,
Air Compressors, Air Tools.

KRUPP LOKOMOTIVFABRIK.,

Steam, Diesel Electric & Diesel Hydraulic.
LINK -BELT SPEEDER CORPORATION..
Shovels & Cranes.

WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC
INTERNATIONAL CO.,

Industrial Electrical Equipment.

5

HEAD OFFICE :
Galle Face Court, Colombo 3.
SALES OFFICE :

25, Main Street, Colombo 1,
STORES :

Generals Lake Road, Colombo 2.




3 THE

e
%&x S

i

DOYEN
of
COMMONWEALTH

PREMIERS.

THE RIGHT HON'BLE SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL.

“He has whole armies marching
through his soul and he or I shall
have to die. It shall not. be me.
Mein Gott, it shall not be me,
Never, Never. That I swear.”

—Hitler.
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His Excellency the Right Honourable Lord
Soulbury, G.c.M.G.,O.BE,M.C, was born in 1887
and was educated at Uppingham and Oxford
University. He was called to the Bar in 1911, and
served in the 1914-1918 War in the Bedfordshire
Regiment. He was Conservative Member of
Parliament for the Lancaster Division from 1929
until 1941, when he was raised to the Peerage.
During that time he held among others the posts
of Minister of Pensions, First Commissioner of
Works, and President of the Board of Education.
He was appointed a Privy Councillor in 1939.

Lord Soulbury was Chairman of the Commis-
sion which visited Ceylon in 1944/1945 to report
upon the new Constitution.

He was appointed Governor-General of
Ceylon in 1949.

LORD SOULBURY
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THE COMMONWEALTH TODAY

By

FRANCIS

NE of the briefest explanations of membership of
the Commenwealth is ascribed to a Prime Minis-
ter of New Zealand, the late Mr, Peter Fraser. It is
independence, he said, ** with something added, and
not independence with something taken away.” The
modern history of the Commonwealth may be said to
have begun with Canada, with the famous Durham
Report of 1839 which was the starting-point of that
unique process of constitutional development which
is still going on today. Partly because it is a con-
tinuing process, it is not easy to wrap the evolution
of the Commonwealth in a neat historical parcel or
to pronounce judgments upon it that have the autho-
rity of the epitaphs of vanished empires. We are
living on the inside of this chapter of history. Tt is
something which is happening to about a quarter of
the world’s population occupying about a quarter of
the world’s land-surface. And the example of this
development, whether or not it is fully understood
inside or outside the Commonwealth, is of prime
importance in a world longing for the assurance of
peace and for the sense of moving, despite all set-backs
and dangers, into a better age. For the uniqueness of
the Commonwealth, at least, is sclf-evident. It is the
only instance, said Mr, Attlee in 1950, * of the trans-
formation of an Empire built up by a powerful State
in which that State has, through deliberate policy,
divested itself of its power and transferred sovereignty
to units of that Empire which were formerly
subordinate.”

It was Attlee’s post-war Labour Government in
the United Kingdom that took the steps necessary to
transfer sovereignty o formerly subordinate nations
in Asia. But in Britain the ** Commonwealth idea ™ is
not in itself a matter of party difference — il was in
fact, Winston Churchill’s Coalition Government which
in 1944 sent to Ceylon the Commission headed by a
Conservative, Lord Soulbury, which bore fruit four
years later in the Ceylon Independence Act. The
thunders of party eloquence at Westminster have
always rolled away with the final achievement of a
constitutional advance in the Commonwealth, for
constitutional instruments are made in the name of a
sovereign who is, in theory and in fact, above politics.
That, let it be noted in passing, is a peculiar virtue of

WATSON

the device of long evolution known as the constitutional
maonarchy, which permits both continuity and flexibility,
acknowledging the principle of change while rejecting
the principle of violence in the development of human
institutions.

There is a two-fold significance in the achievement
of sovereign independence by four countries of Asia —
India, Pakistan, Ceylon and Burma — or rather in
the retention by three of them of that ** something
added ” which Mr. Fraser meant as Commonwealth
status. On the one hand the Commonwealth concep-
tion as a whole has been enlarged and enriched. Tt
was not exclusively based, even before this develop-
ment on Anglo-Saxon ideas and racial stock — Canada
and South Africa have mixed populations. But thé
free association of Asian civilisations as fully
responsible members gave a new and broader meaning
to a word which the late Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan, when
Prime Minister of Pakistan, declined to Jload with
minute definitions. Tt is enough for me to know,”
he said of the member-States, * that they all basically
have the same constitution even though one of them
may be a monarchy and another a republic, and that
they all subscribe to the common principles of demo-
cracy, freedom and peace.” And he added : ** The
notion that the Commonwealth ties are mainly reli-
gious, historical or racial must be regarded as having
outlived its use.”

On the other hand the addition of India, Pakistan
and Ceylon to a group of vigorous and independent
countries now numbering eight and spread through
all the continents, had a special significance for the
new members as individual States. The great fact in
contemporary Asia — emergent or re-emergent nation-
alism — was thus given a particular standing, a
particular moral guarantee, and il necessary a parti-
cular protection in a confused and dangerous post-war
world ; and this without diminution of sovereignty,
without even the contractual obligations assumed by
members of the United Nations.

A search for hard facts to illustrate the operation
of ties which are so clastic as those between the Com-
monwealth nations leads us inevilably to the field of

(Contd. on page 13)
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The Hon'ble Sir Jehn Kotelawala, k &.E

Prime Minister of Ceylon.
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THE COMMONWEALTH TODAY—
(Contd. from page 9)

economics. The years since the war have seen
industrialised nations struggling [or recovery, under-
developed areas clamouring [or development, and all
nations looking for stable conditions of trade. In
matlers of trade and tariffs, as in all other spheres,
members of the Commonwealth are free to make such
arrangements and agreements with other countries
as may suit their needs. But bilateral arrangements,
in the absence of a multilateral trading area, are
cumbrous and hampering to the vital expansion of
trade ; and without a widely acceptable currency the
need for reaching exact balances of trade between
any two countries could only be resolved by barter. In
the post-war years the Sterling area has provided the
largest ficld of multilateral trading in the world. It
consists of the Commonwealth countries except
Canada, plus the dependencies of Commonwealth
members and a small number of foreign countries. The
basic reason for the existence of this particular system
of international payments is that some lorty per cent.
of the United Kingdom’s imports come from countries
in the Sterling area, while nearly half the United
Kingdom’s exports, most of them essentials, go to
countries in the area. The basic reason for the con-
tinuance of the system is that it works ; holding open
a system of almost unrestricted international payments,
helping the trade of its members with each other and
also with couniries outside the area, spreading the

risks of world trade by pooling reserves. Tt could
not have worked without the closest co-operation and

understanding between the Commonwealth nations,
East and West ; and their readiness to come together
for consultation and concerted action is the best testi-
mony of the value of the system to countries whose
immediate commercial interests may often diverge.

The Colombo Plan, though its original members
have since welcomed others from outside the Com-
monwealth, was born at a meeting of Commonwealth
Foreign Ministers. The needs of South-East Asia
were clear for all to see. But the dynamic co-operative
impulse to attack the problem could only have been
generated within an association that linked together,
in friendly understanding and in complete equality,
nations that had capital and technical skills with those
that had undeveloped resources.

I3

What is the real nature of this association ? What
are the advantages, actual or apparent, which hold
together without compulsion in the Commonwealth
nations so various? What is that “something added ?”’
No complete answer can be given. The voluntary
bonds defy exact analysis — only the freedom can be
briefly stated. * What prompted India to continue in
the Commonwealth,” said Dr. Keskar, India’s Deputy
Foreign Minister, * was precisely the fact that it is the
only group which allows complete latitude and freedom
to develop an individual national policy.” Mr. Nehru
has on many occasions added that within that essential
freedom the Commonwealth offers advantages that
his Government understands and values.

Above all, perhaps, it is the informal personal
contacts between Ministers and officials of different
countries — impossible in  any other international
context — which give the Commonwealth connection
its special character. The meeting of representatives
from many countrics in the United Nations, vital and
valuable as it 18, 13 of a diffcrent sort. At Common-
wealth consultations there are no votes to be cast, no
resolutions to be manocuvred between one bloc and
another, no veto to be upheld, not even in most cases
a previously prepared agenda. They are held in
private, like Cabinet meetings, and any resultant
statement is a collective one.

* To achicve something without bitterness is often
more important than to achieve much more with it.”
The words are Mr. Nehru’s and they were spoken after
the meeting of Commonwealth Prime Ministers in
London in April, 1949 —a meeting so worth-while, by
the way, that the Prime Ministers of Australia and New
Zealand left their countries for it on the eve of General
Elections. What was achieved at that conference,
without bitterness, was in fact very much : a key was
found whereby India, by the desire of her people,
could remain within the Commonwealth after adopting
a Republican Constitution. Tt was a remarkable
example of that elasticity of the Commonwealth which
holds where more rigid bonds would snap ; and it was
achieved because agreement on fundamentals
transcends questions of formal interpretation. The
Commonwealth, like the United Kingdom, has no
written constitution. But it is not a loose congerie of
States which members leave or join at some temporary
political whim. It holds together by the broad and
basic assumption that membership is valuable as well
as voluntary.

(Contd. on page 15)
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THE COMMONWEALTH TODAY—

Behind these conferences of Prime Ministers, or
of Finance Ministers, which catch the public eye from
time to time, lies an elaborate system of communica-
tion and consultation between Commonwealth
Governments which has evolved in an atmosphere of
frankness and intimacy. Information is regularly
available between one country and another which
would hardly be exchanged on any other basis, The
High Commissioners of the member-States in each
Commonwealth capital are, since 1948, in full posses-
sion of diplomatic status — with that * something
added ™ which ambassadors between foreign States
do not enjoy, the opportunity of daily informal contact
between themselves and their staffs, and with the
Government to which they are accredited.. The
British people have become accustomed to hearing,
at times of important developments (sometimes of
what seem purely domestic developments) that * the
High Commissioners have been kept informed.” What
they do not hear is what goes on all the time : the
easy access of one Commonwealth representative to
another, the contacts of * opposite numbers ™ in any
field whenever it is desired, the production of an
atmosphere which gives, at moments of tension or
crisis in the world, a sense of drawing together rather
than a panic of separatism.

It may not be too frivolous to compare this delicate
and important business of * atmosphere”™ to that
provided by a club, in which men of different opinions
but of like interests find that commercial or profes-
sional difficulties in the rough-and-tumble of the city
are smoothed out by informal personal contacts, What
this * atmosphere ¥ actually achieyes in terms of
concrete progress may be difficult to assess in a balance-
sheet. But one can guess at the answer by trying to
imagine the post-war world, with all its flash-points
of conflict and misunderstanding, as it might have
been if there had not lain around the globe this chain
of human communication which we call the Com-
monwealth.

1t is one of the secrets of this slowly evolved system
— call it magic if you like — that the symbol of associa-

15

tion should be a human symbol. Constitutional
monarchy has divested that human sovereign of all
power to dictate or dominate, individually or by party.
It has guarded the continuity of the concept and placed
it beyond the fluctuations of day-to-day politics. The
Queen who is visiting Ceylon in person for the first
time in April is continuously represented in function
by a Governor-General appointed on the advice of her
Ministers in Ceylon. Tt was laid down in 1926, that
the Governor-General in a Dominion holds in all
essential respects the same position in relations to
the administration of public affairs as is held by His
Majesty (or now Her Majesty) in the United Kingdom.
Evolving constitutional conventions have brought into
prominence the concept of common allegiance to the
Crown.

Many testimonies have been made to the
importance of the part in Commonwealth affairs which
the sovereign can play in a personal capacity, though
without personal authority over any administration ;
and particular tributes were paid from all parts of the
Commonwealth to the zeal and concern with which
the late King George VI followed and encouraged the
great developments during his reign. His daughter,
having solemnly pledged herself on her twenty-first
birthday to the lifelong service of the Commonwealth,
has already shown an understanding of the tradition
that has been handed down to her. She will be wel-
comed in Ceylon as a person as well as a symbol, and
because she is making the journey which her father had
hoped to make to the first country to progress in our
time from colonial status to that of full and responsible
membership of the Commonwealth.

In an article published before the Queen and her
husband set-off on their world tour. Sir John Kote-
lawala, the Prime Minister of Ceylon, wrote :—

“ We believe in the right of human beings,
irrespective of race or colour, to live free from
oppression, to strive for and achieve political
freedom, and to live decently and without fear.
I have faith in the Commonwealth because 1
think that it is capable of ensuring these condi-
tions for all who owe allegiance to her Majesty
the Queen.”
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loyalty and devotion

to

geer C””Zaieoty

Queen Clizabeth

and
His Royal HHighness

She Duke o} Sdinburgh

on the occasion of their visit to

| Ceylon,,

Digitized by Noolaham Foun dation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




THE EVOLUTION OF
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THE CONSTITUTION

QF - CEYLON

By Sir FREDRICK REES.

HE Constitutional history of Ceylon fully illus-
trates the evolution from the status of a Crown
Colony to that of a Dominion. The British supplanted
the Dutch in the Island in 1796 and until 1802 it was
administered by the East India Company from Madras.
Then under the terms of the Peace of Amiens it was
annexed and thus became a Crown Colony. A
Governor was appointed who enjoyed extensive
powers, administrative, legislative and judicial, being
responsible only to the Secretary of State and through
him to the British Parliament. in 1829, a Royal Com-
mission was appointed to examine the administration
and a thorough investigation was conducted. Its
recommendations were in the main incorporated in
the Order in Council of 28th September, 1833, This
marks the first stage in the Evolution of the Constitu-
tion. 1t provided for an Executive Committee, wholly
official, and a Legislative Council of nine official and
six unofiicial members, the latter to be nominated * as
far as possible in equal proportions from the respect-
able European merchants or inhabitants and the higher
classes of natives.” Actually a Singhalese, Tamil and
Burgher accepted nomination thus initiating the
practice of communal representation.

The principles of the Constitution of 1833 remained
in operation until 1910. Reforms were constantly
demanded, the particular demands being that there
should be an unofficial majority Legislative
Council and that some form of election should be
adopted. No substantial concessions, however, were
made until 1889 when the number of unolficial members
was increased to eight by the addition of a Kandyan
Sinhalese and a Muslim. So the olficial majority
was reduced to one. The elective principle was not
conceded until 1910, when the membership of the
Council was increased to twenty-one, eleven ollicial
and ten unofficial. Of the latter, four were to be
elected, two Europeans, one Burgher and one other
" Ceylonese. They were selected by voters on special
lists who had a literacy qualification. The remaining
six unofficials were to be nominated and were to be
two Low Country Sinhalese, two Tamils, one Kandyan
Sinhalese, and one Muslim. The official majority of
one was preserved and, with one exception, both the
elected and the nominated unofficial members were

in the

THE HON. SIR ALLAN ROSE, o.c.,

communal representatives. The exception was the
elected meémber of the educated Ceylonese. The
successlul candidate was a Tamil, Mr. (later Sir) Pon-
nambalam Ramanathan, a tribute to an outstanding
personality.

With World War 1 and the enunciation of the
principle of self-determination, obviously a more
liberal Constitution was called for. The Order in
Council of 13th August, 1920, attempted to effect
reforms within the existing structure.. The member-
ship of the Council was increased to thirty-seven,

(Contd. on paéé 19)
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE CONSTITUTION
OF CEYLON—

fourteen being officials and twenty-three unofficials.
Al last the unofficials had an effective majority. Also
of the twenty-three unofficials eleven were to be elected
territorially and five by special electorates, viz : two by
the Europeans, one by the Burghers, one by the
Chamber of Commerce and one by the Low Country
Products Association. The Constitution of 1920 there-
fore, introduced the principle of territorial representa-
tion and opened the vexed question whether it should
or should not completely supersede the communal
“principle. Three years later — 1923 — the Council
was again enlarged. It was to consist of forty-nine

members, twelve official and thirty-seven unofficial. Of

the latter twenty-three were to be elected territorially
and only six communally. The franchise was based
on an income or property qualification and a literacy
test.

The extension of the territorial principle caused
alarm among the minority groups, especially the
Tamils ; for, if accepted, on a wide franchise it would
give great advantage to the Sinhalese as they formed
by far the largest community. This was the origin of
the demand for a “ balanced representation,” viz ; that
adjustments should be made to ensure that the repre-
sentation of the minorities was equal to that of the
Sinhalese.

The Legislative Council with a large unofficial
majorily proved unworkable. Tt was representative
Wwithout being responsible. The elected members
tended to become an opposition. They could frustrate
any proposal the Executive might make and so create
a constitutional impasse. Within three years of the
inauguration of the new Constitution a Commission
was appointed, with the Earl of Donoughmore as
Chairman, to consider proposals for the amendment
of it. The special issue which had arisen was the
conflict between Executive and Legislature. This
dominated the minds of the Commissioners and they
proposed a method which they thought would resolve
it. The Legislative Council was to be replaced by a
State Council which was to perform both adminis-
trative and legislative functions. The members of the
State Council were by secret ballot to appoint them-
selves on seven Executive Committees to which were
ascribed such functions as the administration of

19

Education, Health, Agriculture, Communications, etc.
Each Committee was to appoint its own Chairman
and the seven Chairmen, together with the Chiefl
Secretary, the Treasurer and the Attorney-General (to
be distinguished as Officers of State) were to form a
Board of Ministers responsible for the general conduct
of business and in particular for preparing the annual
budget. It was an ingenious device. The Commis-
sioners also took the drastic step of recommending the
abolition of communal representation in favour of
territorial representation based on universal suffrage
without property, income or literacy qualification.

The report of the ‘Donoughmore Tommission
(with certain amendments) was eventually adopted
by the Legislative Council, the unofficial members
voting nineteen for and seventeen against acceptance.
[t was not long before the new Constitution was alleged
to reveal serious defects and reform was demanded.
The real weakness was that the Board of Ministers did
not have, and were not prepared to assume ministerial
responsibility. The Sinhalese majority were determined
to make it unworkable. On the other hand, the mino-
rity communities felt that the system of Executive
Committees provided them with safeguards as one or
more of their members might be a Chairman of an
Executive Committee. After the General Election of
1936, the Sinhalese majority showed them this idea
was illusory. They so arranged the membership of
the Executive Committees that each elected a Sinhalese
Chairman and so formed the so-called Pan-Sinhalese
Ministry. Tt was now possible to inform the Colonial
Office that there was the unanimity it had asked for
on the Board of Ministers in favour of reform ; but
it was an unanimity obtained by excluding minority
representatives. It was clear that the Donoughmore
Constitution was doomed. The Governer, Sir Andrew
Caldecott in his ° Reforms Despatch * of 1938, accepted
this position. Self-Government in internal affairs, he
pointed out, involved responsibility ; but it was
difficult under the system of Executive Committees Lo,
determine where it resides, The allernative was a
Cubinet form of government in the working of which
political parties might eventually emerge.

The outbreak of World War 1T in 1939, delayed
consideration of his views. A General Election was
due not later than January, 1941 :but in these cir-
cumstances the life of the State Council was prolonged
for two years. In September, 1941, the Board of
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE CONSTITUTION
OF CEYLON—

Ministers were informed that His Mujesty’s Govern-
ment could not arrive at a decision on reform, about
which there was so much local difference of opinion,
until the matter had been cxamined by a Commission
or Conference. Agitation continued and drew from
the British Government the Declaration on 26th May,
1943, that the whole question would be considered
" once victory was achieved.” The Beard of Ministers
were invited in the meanwhile to formulate their ideas.
The invitation was accepted and a scheme submitted
to the Sceretary of State early in 1944, The Ministers
also pointed out that a General Election was due in
1944, and they asked [or a decision on reform without
delay. This amounted to a request that the Declara-
tion of 26th May, 1943, should be modified, viz : that
there should not be a postpanement until after the end
of the War.

These were the circumstances in  which the
Soulbury Commission on Constitutional Reform was
appointed. The Commissioners were to examine any
‘proposals put forward, and, after consultation with
various interests in the [Island, including minority
communities, to advise Iis Majesty’s Government.
The Board of Ministers took umbrage at his relerence
to minority communities and withdrew their scheme,
But it had been printed and was available for con-
sideration.  After a thorough investigation the Com-
missioners came to the conclusion that a majority of
the politically-conscious section of the people was
in favour of a Constitution on general British lines.
So they recommended a Cabinet system with a second
Chamber. The British Government accepted these
proposals as a workable basis for constitutional
development and expressed the hope that they would
prove acceptable in Ceylon as a step towards full self-
government in " a comparatively short space of time.”
On 8th November, 1945, the Leader of the State
Council, Mr. D. 8. Senanayake moved that the scheme
should be accepted as an interim arrangement, and
after two days’ debate it was carried by f{ilty-one
voles to three against. This was a great personal
triumph for Mr. Senanayake who had throughout
conducted the negotiations with skill and patience.
After a delimitation of the boundaries of new electoral
districts a General Election was held in August and
September. The United National Party led by Mr.
Senanayake was the largest Party returned and he
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formed an Administration. The Cabinet included a
Tamil and a Muslim. The Soulbury Commission
had recognized that Dominion Status was the goal
of constitutional development and circumstances now
favoured an early atlainment of it. India and Pakistan
had achieved it. On 18th June, 1947, it was announced
that negotiations had been completed to confer upon
Ceylon fully responsible status within the British
Commonwealth of Nations. A Ceylon Independence
Act was passed by the Parliament of the Uniled
Kingdom. H.R.H. the Duke of Gloucester opened
the Dominion Parliament on 10th February, 1948,
Thus the evolution of the constitution was completed.

The United Nalional Party has remained and
is still in power. The tragic death of Mr. Senanayake
was a grievous loss to it and indeed to the whols
nation. He was succeeded by his son, Mr, Dudley
Senanayake who in the General Election of 1951
gained a larger majority than his [ather had enjoyed.
His resignation in Cctober, 1953, on the ground of
ill-health, and the succession of Sir John Kotelawala
has merely involved a slight reshuilling of the Ministry.
The new Prime Minister 1s obviously aware of the
importance of strengthening the hold of his Party on
the Country, ecspecially by stimulating its local
organisations. The Westminister model depends for its
working on a well-defined parly system. Experience
in Great Britain, so amply illustrated by the fate of
Liberal candidates in the last two General Elections,
shows that it tends to establish two main Parties. The
opposition is an alternative Government, Ceylon
has not yet reached this stage. The opposition is
composite, consisting of elements which on their
professed principles could hardly unite in promulgating
an agreed programme. [t should be remembered,
howeyer, that the British system has been gradually
worked out. Party discipline in the middle of the
Nineteenth Century was much looser than it has now

become.  Individuals and groups could and did move
from one side to another. The hardening of dis-

cipline may be said Lo have followed the extensions
of the franchise. TIn time, if the analogy of Great
Britain is any indication, the position in Ceylon will
tend to conform to that at Westminister. There will be
a government in posse in opposition to the Government
in Esse. BEach will offer the electors rival programmes
which have a relevance to the problems of the Country.
Practical issues will overwhelm mere ideologics and

Ain the future Ceylon will certainly present such issues..
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RAIL TRAVEL IS
© CHEAP 9 SAFE &

9 COMFORTABLE

THE CEYLON GOVERNMENT RAILWAY PROVIDES FOR :—

Pleasure or Educational Tours e

At Single Fare and a Quarter for Double lourney for parties
of 10 or more between stations 25 miles or more apart—
Half the concession Fare for children under |2.
(Avoid heavy Pilgrim Seasons.)

Day Return Tickets —

At Single Fare and Half to Colombo, Kandy, Galle and
Jaffra  —  Any day — Any Class.

Luxury Travel —

‘Diesel De Luxe’ runs for—
Single journeys at ordinary first class fare—Minimum
charge Rs. 1/50 per mile;

Return journeys at ordinary first class single fare and
quarter—Minimum charge Rs. 2/25 per mile.

Minimum distance for charges—50 miles.
(Little extra on Sundays.)

For further information,

SONTACT THE COMMERCIAL SUPERINTENDENT,

C.G.R., COLOMBO.
Telephone: 6361. Extn. 219 or 239.




THE SENATE -

MEMBERS:

Senator The Hon. Dr. Sir
Nicholas Attygalle, Kit.,
President of the Senate,

Senator The Hon. Sir Oliver
Goonetilleke, ®.0.VM.G., K.BE.E.,
Minister of Finance.

Senator The Hon. Mr. E. B.
Wikramanayake, ¢.c.,
Minister of Justice.

Senator The Hon.
Sir Kanthiah Vaithianathan,
C.B.E.,
Minister of Industries,
Housing and Social Services.

Senator H. de Z. Siriwardene,
Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Home Affairs.

Senator Cyril de Zoysa.
Senator K. Adamaly, o.B.E., JP.

Senator Thomas Amarasuriya,
0.B.E.

Senator A. M. A. Azeez, M.1.L.
Senator M. Shums Cassim, 3.B.E.
Senator Miss Cissy Cooray, 0.n.1.

Senator Sir Ukwatte Jayasun-
dera, K.B.E.,, Q.C., ].P,

Senator Mrs, Clodagh Jayasuriya
Senator 8. R. Kanaganayagam
Senator Justin Kotelawala, ¢.5.7,
Senator Lady Molamure, 0.55.5.

Senator S. Nadesan

#
1

SENATOR THE HON. DR. SIR NICHOLAS ATTYGALLE

Sir Nicholas Attygalle, F. R, C. 5., F. R. C. O. G,, was elected
President of the Senate in September, 1952.

Sir Nicholas was Dean of the Faculty of Medicine of the Uni-
versity of Ceylon. He has been President of the Buddhist Theosophi-
cal Society and President of the Vidyalankara Sabha for several years.

Senator P. Nagalingam Senator W. A. B. Soysa, c.B.E.
Senator B. I. Palipane Senator Peri Sundaram

Senator D. W. J. Perera Senator Sir John Tarbat, T., ].P,
Senator R. 5. V. Poulier, C.E.F. Senator Sir Donatus Victoria,

Senator H. L. Ratwatte, w.p.k.  KT., G.B.E., J.P.

Senator Sir Philip Rodrigo, Senator U. B. Wanninayake

O0.B.E., J.P. Senator

Senator Dr. A. M. Samarasinghe C. F. W. Wickramasinghe

LADY SENATORS :—

LADY ADLINE MOLAMURE, o.g.E.
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Miss CISSY COORAY, os.E. Mrs. CLODAGH JAYASURIYA
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For over half a century we have been suppliers
of drugs and medicines to many thousands of
families.

Our experience in these lines is your guaran-
tee of obtaining only good quality from the
best known makers.

Most of the pre-war favourites are already
here and many more arrive with each
shipment.

Prescriptions dispensed quickly and accurately by experienced
Pharmacists. WWe maintain comprehensive stocks Penicillin,
vaccines, sera, surgical instruments, oxygen, etc., etc.

M. P. GOMEZ & CO., LTD

THE BRITISH PHARMACY,
COLOMBO.

1 Remember=

Ulest <nd Drapery Stores Ltd.,

Drapers and Silk Mercers
Ladies and Gents Outfitters

122, Main Street, Colombo 11.

: Telephone : ) Telegram : =) Post Box:
‘ 3891 “STYLE ” 188




THE HOUSE

OF

HON. MR. ALBERT FREDRICK PERIES, J. P. U. M., M P
Speaker, House of Representatives, Ceylon.
MEMBERS:

Tue  Howourasrr Mr., ALBERT T'. PERIES

(NATTANDIYA), SPEAKER,.

Mr, H. 5. ISMAIL, mB.E. (Prrrarau), Drepury
SpEaRER AND (Coamman oF CoMMITTEES.

W M We R pE o BILREA Derputy

CuaamMaN oF CoOMMITTEES.

(GAMPOLA)

Tur Honvourasre Sir JOHN KOTELAWALA, k.r.E,
(DopaNGastanpal, Prive Minsrer, MINISTER
OF DJEFENCE AND LEXTERNAL Arrairs AND TRANS-
TORT AND WoRks,

Tur Hovovrapre Mr., M. D.BANDA (MaTuraTa),
Minsrer or Epucarion,

Toe Hoxourasre P. B. BULANKULAME DIS-
SAWA, o.B.E. [(ANURADHAPURA}, MINISTER or
Laxps anp Lanp DEvELOPMENT.

Tre Hoxorrarte Mzr. J. R, JAYEWARDENE

(Keraxiva), MINBTER 0OF AGRICUTTURE AND

Foop axp LEapeErR oF THE Housk,
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REPRESENTATIVES

Hon. Mr. Albert Fredrick Peries, Speaker of the
House of Representatives was elected Speaker in
February, 1951 on the death of Sir Francis Molamure,
the first Speaker of the House of Representatives.

He was elected Member of Parliament for the
Nattandiya Electorate in 1947. After a few months
he was appointed Deputy Chairman of Committees
and in 1948, he was elected Deputy Speaker of the
House of Representatives and re-elected Speaker of
the House of Representatives in June, [952.

He took an active part in Village Politics and
held the Chairmanship of the Medapalata Village
Committee for seventeen years consecutively until
he was appointed Speaker in [95].

He participated in several Commonwealth Parlia-
mentary Association and Inter-Parliamentary Associa-
tion Conferences in Canada, United Kingdom and
Istanbul.

Tur Hoxovrasre Dr. M. €. M. KALEEL (Seconnp
Covompo CenrtraL), Minster or LaBour.
Tue Honourasre Dr. G, W. W, KANNANGARA
{AcarawarTe), MmstER or Locar GovERN-

MENT AND CHIEr GovERNMENT WHIP.

Tue HorvourasrE Mr. 5. NATESAN (Kangresax-
TURAT), MINSTER OF Posts AND BroapcasTING.

Tre Honourasre MRr. E. A. NUGAWLLA (Fmrst
Kanvaannawa), MiNisTER oF HearT,

Tue Honourasrr Mg, A, RATNAYAKE (Warize-
cAaMa), Minster oF HoMme AFFAIRs,

Tue Ilovouvrasre Mg, R. G. SENANAYAKE
(DavBapeNiva), Minister or CoMMERCE, TRADE
AND FISHERIES,

Mr. C. E. ATTYGALLE (RATNAPURA), PARLIA-

MENTARY SECRETARY TO THE MINISTER OF HEALTH.

S. . SHIRLEY COREA (CuiLaw), Parvia-

MENTARY SECRETARY TO TiE MINISTER oF Cov-

MERCE, TRADE AND FISHERIES.

. IVAN T. DASANAIKE (Warivarora), Parria-
MENTARY  SECRETARY 10 THE MINSTER OF
EptcaTion,
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Divit an exclusive Shop!'

CROWNS

CTHIE HOUSE OF QUALITY & SERVICLE)D

For your Requirements in:-

High-Class Sarees & Blouse materials
Lovely Gents Suiting and Shirts
Popular Nylons & other Dress Fabrics
Fashionable Printed & Plain Cottons
Smart Hand Bags & “Coro’ Jewellery.

CROWNS SILK STORES
118 Main Street — Colombo.

ZAROOK AND COMPANY

Solicit your patronage and welcome your inquiries whenever you
need TRAVEL by air, sea or rail.

REMEMBER you pay us only the actual fare charged by whatever
Air Line you prefer to travel. We can book your passage by all the Air
Lines to any destination and we are their authorised Passenger and Cargo
Sales Agents.

WHENEVER the question of a tour either on Pilgrimage, Pleasure
or Business arises, we are always at your service to advise you on the
latest information regarding the country you intend visiting.

STANDARD TOURS at fairly cheap rates with liberty of breaking
Journey for a period of three months are now available over the Northern
Sector of the Indian Railways and we can furnish you with the full
particulars on application.

ZAROOK AND COMPANY

TRAVEL DEPARTMENT
188, KEYZER STREET, COLOMBO 11.
'PHONE: 2789 and 4317. CABLE “ SERENE " COLOMBO.
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THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike, B. A. (Oxon), Barrister
at-Law, the son of the late Sir Solomon Dias Bandaranaike,
K. C. M. G, is Leader of the Opposition.

He returned to Ceylon in 1925, after completing his
education at Oxford and having been called to the Bar in
London. In 1927, he caused a surprise by beating Mr A. E.
Goonesinghe, the local labour leader at the Municipal Elec-
tions in what was considered to be a working class strong-
hold. He entered the State Council in 1931, and has been
in politics ever since. He became Minister of Local Adminis-
tration in 1936. He was elected a member of Parliament for
Attanagalla in 1947, and was appeinted Minister of Local
Government and Health and Leader of the House of Represen-
tatives in the late Mr. D. 5. Senanayake’s first Cabinet. He
resigned from the Government and the United National
Party in 1951, and founded the Sri Lanka Freedom Party.

MEMBERS:

Mg, C. A. DHARMAPALA (Hakmana), ParLIa-
MENTARY SECRETARY TO THE MINISTER OF INDUS-
TRIES, HOUSING AND SOCIAL SERVICES,

Muparivar M. M. EBRAHIM, m.s.g. (Porruvin),
PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY 10 THE MINISTER
or Locar. GOVERNMENT.

Mr. M. D. H. JAYAWARDANE (Horana), ParrIA-
MENTARY SECRETARY TO THE MINISTER OF FINANCE.

Magor T. T. JAYEWARDENE (CoLomBo SourH),
PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY 10 ‘THE MINISTER
or LaBour.

Major MONTAGUE JAYEWICKREME
tAMA), PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY
MixistEr 0F TransPOrRT AND WORKS.

Mr. N. H. KEERTHIRATNE (Kecarra), Parvia-
MENTARY SECRETARY TO THE Minstir or Posts
AND BROADCASTING.

. V. KUMARASWAMY (CHAVAKACHCHERI),
PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY TO THE MINISTER
OF JUsTICE,

Mz,

(WeLI-
TO THE

V. NALLIAH (Kairxupan), PARLIAMENTARY
SECRETARY TO THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE AND
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.

ey

T

Leader of the Opposition.

T. B. PANABOKKE (GaranA), PARLIAMENTARY
SECRETARY TO THE MINISTER OF ACGRICULTURE
AND Foop.

V., G. W, RATNAYAKA, »B.E. (Denivava),
PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY TO THE MINISTER
ofF LaNDs Axp LAND DEvELOPMENT.

A. N, pE A. ABEYSINGHE, ».5.E. (NEGOMBO).
HENRY ABEYWICKRAMA (BADDEGAMA).
B. H. ALUWIHARE (MaTALE).

J. E. AMARATUNGA (Miricama).

M. B. BAMBARAPANE (WELIMADA).

S. W. R. DD. BANDARANAIKE, LeEADEr OF
THE OPPOSITION (ATTANAGALLA).

S. D. BANDARANAYAKE (Gampamna).

C. R. BELIGAMMANA (MAWANELLA).
SOMAWEERA CHANDRASIRI (MoRATUWA).
P. A. COORAY (KaLuTara).

W. DAHANAYAKE (GALLE).
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THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MEMBERS:
Mr. W. NEAL bpe ALWIS {Ubucama).
. H. E, P. ng MEL (TATAWAKELL].

C. P. pe SILVA [PoLONNARUWA].

P. H. W. pe SILVA [SEcoND AMBALANGODA-
Bavarrrival.

IAN pe ZOYSA

PITIYA].

{(I'trsT AMBALANGODA-Bara-

C. F, W, EDIRISURIYA {HaMpanroTA).

2

sk RAZIK FARELED,

CENTRAL).

o.z.i. [(Tamp Coroyno

Mr. W. LEO FERNANDO, c.r.E. {(Burraral,
D. B. R. GUNAWARDENA (KoTtE).

Mgs, KUSUMASIRTI GUNAWARDENA (Avssa-
WELLA|.

Mr. K. HERAT {(NIKAWERATIYA .
I. L. HUNTER, ca.c. [AppoiNTED MEMBER).
» LM, R. A IRIYAGOLLE {Daxpacavuwaj,
S.pu S, JAYASINGHE (WeLLAwATTA-GALRISSA]
Gare Mupanvar Do Po JAYASURIYA [ Ja-mpa).
Mr. R. E. JAYATILAKA [NawaLaprriva).
KADRAMER
KANNANGARA (PaNaDURA].

» P. G, B, KEUNEMAN
CENrraL).

B. KIRIELLA {KirigriA).
ROSSLYN KOCH, o.B.E, (ArroNTED MeMBER],

N L [Barricaroal.
e LR SN

{Fmrsr  CoLomio

e g [T

J.o Gl KOTALAWELA (Firsr
. S, H, MAHADIULWEWA (Karawewal),
o L ALS  MARIKKAR (Seconp Kaproavnawa!,
. W, MATHEW, m.e.E. (SEconND BaraNGopA).
Ao M. MERZA [Karmunatj.
M, 1, H, MOHAMED ALI (MuTur).
A, F. MOLAMURE (First Bavaxaopaj.
J. R. MURRAY [Avromnrtep Mpwmpug),
5 o A, PEERIS (Secoxp Baburrna).

Baburral,
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Mgr. CYRIL E. S. PERERA, g.c. (Corompo Nowrti,
Dr. N. M. PERERA [RuwaNwEITLAJ.
Mg. WILMOT A. PERERA [ MatuGamaj.

T, B. POHOLIYADDE DISSAWA, me.E. (Horowu-
POTANA],

Me. G. G. PONNAMBALAM, o.c.
» 1 AL RAJAPAKSA (BerisTra),

{ JarrNal,
N. R. RAJAVAROTHIAM (TriNcoMaLLy).
. T. RAMALINGAM [(Pomvt PEDRO).
J. AL RAMBUKPOTA[ALUINUWARA].
H. B. RAMBUKWELLE DISSAWA (Minter],
Mr. 5. M. RASAMANICKAM (Papoiriert).
W. A, RATWATTE (HaruTaigj.
»  E. P. SAMARAKKODY (Dzuiowrral.
M. SAMARAWEERA (MATARA].
DUDLEY SENANAYAKE [Deprecamal,
L. L. SENANAYAKE [Kawpy),
M. SENANAYAKE (MrepAWACHCHIVA).
,, P.H. C, SILVA {MASKELIYA].

R, SINGLETON-SALMOX, c.r.E. [APPOINTLD
MEMBER].

C. SITTAMPALAM (ManNaR].

» 1. Bo SUBASINGHE (Bincirivaj.

K. V. D. SUGATHADASA (Baxparawrra)
, P P. SUMANATILAKA (Nuwara Euva).
,, 0. SUNTHARALINGAM [Vavuniyal.

,, H. B. TENNLE {(Dameurra).
A. L. TIHHAMBIAYAH [(KavTs),

A, . TUTEIN-NOLTHENIUS
MEMBER].

U. B. UNAMBOOWE, o.e.e. (Koracara}.

{APPOINTED

5 € VANNIASINGAM (Kopay).

V. VEERASINGAM, M.B.E. {(VADDUKODDAIL).
s D .\-"YTH,ING;\M (ArroiNnTED MEMBER).

D. B. WELAGEDARA [KURUNEGALA].
o W, H. WERAGAMA [(NIVITIGATA).

Mrs. DOREEN W. WICKREMASINGHE (Axu-

RESSA .
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THE EARLIER PRIME MINISTERS OF CEYLON 3l

The Late Rt, Hon. D. 5. SENANAYAKE
1948—1952
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'Phone:

ULohen you have
decided............

Uohen and where

3he things we do

® BOOK AIR, SEA AND RAIL PASSAGES AT NO EXTRA COST.
@ ARRANGE HOTEL ACCOMMODATION AND TRANSPORT.

© ARRANGE CONDUCTED TOURS AND EXCURSIONS.
© ADVISE ON PASSPORTS, VISAS, CURRENCY, |
HEALTH AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS.

Let us and our Agents throughout the world
help you pack up your troubles, and make
your holiday abroad a pleasure.

@ment Travelways L td.

TRAVEL AGENTS, '

7757.

G. O. H. Buildings,
COLOMBO—1I.

CABLE “TRAVELWAYS”




TOURISM IN
CEYLON

By
ANNESLEY DE SILVA

Director, Government Tourist Bureau.

AN’S wanderlust is but the remnants of an ancient
habit which has been handed down by successive
generations of nomadic ancestors through the ages.
The first general impulse to travel however arose from
the needs of trade and commerce. The Phoenicians,
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for instance, are the most ancient traders known to
history, The Old Testament also abounds with
examples of trade and commerce in those times, and
the earliest Hebrew term for trader is synonymous
with ¢ traveller,” or one who moves from place to place.
There are also instances of people who travelled for
curiosity. The most noteworthy example is the Queen
of Sheba, who paid a special visit to King Solomon at
Jerusalem. She went there in great state, followed by
a large retinue, with camels laden with spices, gold
and jewels. The Prodigal Son of the Bible is an illustra-
tion of a person who travelled for pleasure ; who
made a journey to a far-off country and wasted his
substance in riotous living. But the first semblance
of an actual tourist movement in the modern sense
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TOURISM IN CEYLON

is to be found in the time of the Roman Empire. There
. were then, as now, many different incentives to travel.
Places of historic interest, temples with ancient shrines,
parks, animal sanctuaries, art galleries, pictures,
statues, festivals and mountain scenery all acted as
incentive for many thousands to cross both land and
sea. Travel was also looked upon as part of the
system of education.

At the close of the last century up to the end of
the world war 1914, the tourist movement assumed
considerable dimensions and surpassed anything of
its kind ever known in the history of the human race,
It had developed into a world phenomenon from which
countries such as England, France, Ttaly, Norway,
Switzerland and others derived substantial incomes
annually.

By 1929, the foundations were laid for a prodigious
industry in tourism in which most countries to a greater
or lesser extent took part.

In Ceylon the word ** Tourism ” is new. It would
be useful therefore to define the word. The inter-
national definition of tourist is — a person travelling
for pleasure, for domestic reasons, for health ; a person
travelling to meetings or in a representative capacity of
any kind, scientific, diplomatic, religious, athletic, etc :
a person travelling for business purposes ; a visitor
arriving in the course of a sea cruise, even when he
stays less than 24 hours. In the last analysis the only
factor that matters is the spending by foreigners in the
country of temporary sojourn of money which has been
earned elsewhere.

The functions of the Government Tourist Bureau
are to publicise the scenic, romantic and historic attrac-
tions of Ceylon in as many countries of the world as
possible so as to induce these people to visit Ceylon,
stay in Ceylon, spend as much money as possible in
our country, thereby bringing into the country foreign
exchange. The development of tourist services also
constitutes an important part of those duties — yiz.,
tourist accommodation such as Hotels, Rest-houses,
Guest-houses, transportation, guides services, registra-
tion and licensing of tourist agents. The volume of
foreign exchange earned, naturally depends on the
number of tourists who have been induced to wvisit
Ceylon. In 1952, Ceylon earned Rs. 10/9 million and
the tourist industry became the fourth industry in the
Island, '
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The general trend in tourist traffic has been a
steady increase of 203 per cent. in 5 years. The follow-
ing records from the Departments of Immigration,
Civil Aviation, and Port Commission, and other
Government sources illustrate the trend during the
period 1948 to 1952 :—

CEYLON’S TOURIST TRAFFIC 1948-32.

Transit Stop-over
Traffic by Traffic by Total
Land, Sea  Land, Sea Traffic
and Air and Air
1948 117,918 *41,285 159,203
1949 243,789 24,865 268,654
1950 403,359 47,102 450,461
1951 414,300 64,938 479,238
1952 416,236 66,185 482,421

*Includes Ceylonese nationals.

A comparison of traffic between 1949 and 1952
reveals a 70 per cent. increase in transit traffic ; a 166
per cent. increase in Stop-over or Holiday traffic ; and
a 79 per cent. increase of total traffic— since trans-
portation for post-war travel returned to normal.

The pattern of Ceylon’s tourist trade is fairly well-
defined. Transit traffic, chiefly from Europe and
Australasia, constituted approximately 86.6 per cent,
of the total traffic last year. This proportion is the
approximate average for recent years, with the excep-
tion of 1949 when it was 91 per cent. Based on the
rupee currency sold aboard ships in 1952, the positive
income from {ransit traffic was Rs. 2,956,137, or an
average of Rs. 7/10 per head, besides possible earnings
in other currencies, e.g., Sterling and French francs.
Comparative transit traffic carnings show a decided
rise in the income per head.

INCOME FROM TRANSIT TRAFFIC

Average
Year  ITncome Traffic per Capita
Income
Rs. Rs. Cis.
1949 275,770 243,789 1.13
1950 1,751,856 403,359 4.34
1951 2,283,928 414,300 S 2
1952 2,956,137 416,236 7.10

Stop-over or Holiday traffic has risen from 9 per
cent. of total traffic in 1949 to 134 per cent. in 1952.
Total traffic, however, varies. More important is the
quantitative increase in Stop-over or Holiday traffic,
which, as indicated earlier, has been as high as 166 per
cent., representing an increase of 41,320 tourists
between 1949 and 1952,
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USE FOR KNITTING

TELEPHONE BRAND USE
DIAMOND BRAND

SEWING
THREAD CROCHET

SOLD EVERYWHERE

POLONNARUWA REST HOUSE

MORRISON ‘AUTOMATIC 4 ol s Rrowi e
AT as HER MAIJESTY THE QUEEN
- spends a day there.

We are proud to say that
THIS REST HOUSE IS ILLUMINATED
By “MORRISON" AUTOMATIC GENERATING PLANT
Also at Ambepusse, Rakwana, Pelmadulla and
Homagama Rest Houses
and at Ratmalana Air Port which Guarantee the
Popularity and Efficiency of this set.
This plant is perfect answer to load shedding and all
electrical problems.

Supplied in sizes from 250 watts to 40 KVA (36 K.W.)
for primary and stand-by purposes.

Please call, write or phone today for particulars to;
Scle <Agents :

K. N. ABDUL CADER RAWTHER & Co., Ltd,

312, SKINNERS ROAD SOUTH, COLOMBO.
Telephone: 2956, Telegram: “MEDAL"




TOURISM IN CEYLON

Thus, the gradual improvement of tourist services
and amenities and publicity have already paid dividends
in both sectors of Ceylon’s trade ; and the desirable
increase of holiday traffic is being steadily achieved.

Alf the recognised and successful media of tourist
publicity are employed to draw such visitors, but
owing to limited funds, such publicity has to be highly
selective and concentrated upon those arcas from
which one could reasonably expect the best results.
The methods of publicity adopted are press advertising,
films, radio, literature, maps, posters, picture post-
cards and a direct mail scheme. During the last two
years press campaigns were launched in Australia and
India in the leading newspapers and magazines,
whereby the attractions of Ceylon as a holiday resort
without an equal in the tropics were prominently and
picturesquely featured. To render these advertise-
ments attractive, striking slogans were used, such as
“ Come to Romantic Ceylon, *Vest-pocket Tsland of
the East,” * Step into another world,” Ceylon, for a
vacation packed with colour, romance, adventure,” or
** Holiday as you like it amid the colour and splendour
of fascinating Ceylon.” A large volume of lctters were
received in response to these colourful invitations and
they reveal the reactions of millions of readers. A
visitor from America wrote : “ A beautiful country,
people very courteous and helpful.” Another from
Australia : © A very remarkable Island, and one worthy
of recommendation to any of my friends for a holiday.”
Another from India : “ We were thoroughly enchanted
everywhere. The scenery, the courtesy of the people
and their honesty and sincerity were all admirable.”
From the British Isles came this tribute : ©* Beautiful
scenery, clean accommodation, excellent service, kind
people,” whilst a visitor from India stated : * What
a beautiful island—well worth repeated visits—worth
settling down permanently.” Another method of
propaganda is the Radio, one of the most effective and
potent methods of publicity. Every Sunday there is
a half-hour feature from 800 to 8:30 p.m. on the
South East Asian Beam of Radio Ceylon, and these
talks are relayed to twenty-two countries, The mani-
fold tourist attractions of Ceylon are vividly described
in * Melody Tours ” as they are called, and to judge
by the innumerable inquiries there is no doubt that
intense interest in Ceylon has been stimulated. From
the U.S.A. a listener wrote : ““ May we tell you that
your programmes are heard by us with great clarity.
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Would you be kind enough to send us some brochures
on Ceylon, as we propose visiting your beautiful
country.” Another listener from Sweden : “1I like
your radio programmes very much. They are heard
very well in Sweden, and very soon T hope to come
there.” From Malta came this tribute : “I have
listened with growing interest to the various pro-
grammes describing Ceylon to the prospective visitor.
As 1 expect to be visiting Ceylon soon, I would be
pleased to receive literature.” In order to sustain the
interest already created, arrangements have been
made with the leading shipping companies to screen
films on Ceylon on board ships on the East-West run.
These films are shown the night before the ship touches
Colombo. Another effective method of propaganda
adopted through the courtesy of well-known air lines
is a series of window-displays in the capitals of Europe
whereby the attractions of Ceylon are depicted by
means of photographs and various examples of Ceylon’s
arts and crafts.

It is reasonable to expect that a greater increase
of tourist travel will take place in the years to come.
And with an increase in the average length of stay
and an increase in the average cxpenditure per capita,
the total revenue derived from tourism should come
close to that derived from coconuts.

The present therefore is an opportune time to
take stock of this industry which has growing
potentialitics,

Intensive study and wise planning for the future
will control the many ramifications of the tourist
industry and eradicate undesirable aspects. Closer
attention to merchandising and the quality of tourist
services have accelerated the rate of increase of the
tourist trade. In addition the people of Cevlon are
now tourist conscious,

Final results of all efforts depend to a great extent
upon the atmosphere in which the visitor finds himself.
Courtesy and friendliness to the stranger at the gate
will be factors of no mean value to the development
of tourist traffic. The tourist will continue to come to
Ceylon in ever increasing number because he is being
shown in a subtle way that a trip to Ceylon contributes
substantially to his well-being and that in Ceylon he
will find the coins of life which will restore his capital
of health and energy depleted by the stress and storm
of modern civilisation,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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M. 5. HEBTULZBHOY & COMPANY LTD.

SELBY STORES — P.O. BOX 105,

Te!e,{;hones: 3247-3248 COLOMBO, (CEYLON.) Telegrams: SHAIKH

EXPORTERS: IMPORTERS :

Tea ' Choe /o daue General Food-stuffs,

Qil, Rubber, Desiccated = eldpn et
Coconut, Poonac, 1 JUTE PRODUCTS:

Cardamoms and other Jute Hessian, Jute
Ceylon Produce. Twine and Hardware.

SOLE AGENCIES SOLICITED.

A. S. MOHAMMEDO & SON:S.

(ESTABLISHED IN 1874)

(WELL-KNOWN FIRM OF IMPORTERS FOR OVER 75 YEARS)
GENERAL IMPORTERS & MANUFACTURERS’ REPRESENTATIVES

SHOW ROOM AND HEAD OFFICE:
91, SECOND CROSS STREET, COLOMBO (CEYLON)

BANKERS :

THE CHARTERED BANK OF INDIA, AUSTRALIA & CHINA
THE NATIONAL BANK OF INDIA LIMITED
BANK OF CEYLON (FOREIGN DEPARTMENT)

For Chinaware, Glassware, Porcelainware, Earthenware, Enamelledware, Aluminiumware,
Kitchenware, Hardware, Lamps and Lanterns, Cutlery, Clocks and VVatches, Fountain Pens,
Electrical goods, Novelties, Presentation articles, Iron safes, etc., etc.

WILLING TO ACCEPT AGENCIES FROM UNITED KINGDOM,
UNITED STATES AND OTHER FOREIGN COUNTRIES.

Telephone: 4738
- " L]
Telegrams: NOORULHUDA Residence : 4791




Ode Jo Lanka

In one fierce fragment of Time were your hands

Pinioned, and the blood of your brave sons flowed frec,

Charred homesteads cried to dumb waste-lands,

To the moon and the spheres went forth their plea.

Was Day extinguished for an eternal night
Fair Sinhale! by a foul, marauding wind?
Two and twenty centuries, was their end in sight?
End of a high heritage of Aryan might.

Piety, sage, poesy and the elevated mind

On the tenderest years that could show

The way to die, beforec a common foc?

But a Nation’s Night leads to the dawn of another day
More glorious, as when a stray cloud streaks the sun

And melts in rain like the splendour spray

Of a meteor shower, and foe and friend again are one.

So were you not as other nations in hate inbred

Or fear-nourished, and your sons born to deed being not dead,

In the serene majesty of a gentle creed.

Spurned vengcance as an ignoble end. They knew

What ever befalls those who take and do not give.

Ask they proudly, who is freer now? And answer proudly; not they!

You are still the Pearl, their Pearl, their Sinhale.

R. B. TammiTA.
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Cable: ‘TEERUBS’

P. O. BOX No. 877, *
COLOMBO. F “

EXPORTERS

of
ALL GRADES OF RUBBER, TEA, DESICCATED

COCONUTS AND ALL OTHER
CEYLON PRODUCE

IMPORTERS
&
INSURANCE AGENTS

PRINCIPAL AGENTS

for

LIVERPCOL MARINE & GENERAL INSURANCE Co., Ltd.,, LONDON
CENTURY INSURANCE Co., Ltd.,, LONDON
SECURITY INSURANCE Co., Ltd.,, NEW HAVEN, U.S. A.

MERCANTILE BANK OF INDIA Ltd.,, COLOMBO OFFICE :
BANK OF CEYLON, FOREIGN BRANCH, COLOMBO
CHARTERED BANK, COLOMBO

- LASCOREEN STREET,

BANKS: S PHONE:
( ~ BLOEMENDHAL ROAD,

STORES: %

62212
5624
7472
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PRESIDENT RAJENDRA PRASAD: Dr. Rajendra Prasad, India’s first President is 69.
In temperament and outlook few were closer to Gandhiji than this gentle lawyer from Bihar,
The two were associated from early days of non-violent, non-co-operation and Dr. Prasad was
the Mahatma’s lieutenant at Champaran the field of Gandhiji’s first political experiment in India.

A relentless fighter for freedom, a brilliant lawyer and educationist, an able organiser,
a great social reformer and a scholar, Dr. Prasad is today the greatest exponent of the doctrine
of non-violence and peace which are the watch words of Gandhian philosophy. Always a
champion of the down trodden and the distressed, Rajan Babu—as he is affectionately called—
is a true representative of Indian culture—the culture of disinterested service.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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THE BEST BEER AT THE BEST PRICE

BREWED HY: THE CEYLON BREWERY LTD. NELIYA

Beer 1s the drink of

Moderation




THE HON’BLE SHRI JAWAHARLAL NEHRU : “His nationalism is equal to his
internationalism. A confirmed socialist he wants for his country only what the country can
manage. He is a practical statesman tempering his ideals to suit his surroundings. But, for
himself, he is an idealist who would ever strive to live up to his ideals”"—these are the
words used by Mahatma Gandhi to describe Jawaharlal Nehru.

Born 64 years ago in an aristocratic family, Nehru spent more than eleven years
of his life in jails, sometimes in solitary confinement in his struggle for India's independence.
He was the General Secretary of the Indian National Congress for a decade and was later its
President six times—a record unbroken in the annals of the party.

Nehru the revolutionary, matured overnight into a successful statesman. As the
Prime Minister of India and the Minister for External Affairs, his foreign policy and efforts
for the preservation of world peace has won him world renown.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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CEYLON SAVINGS BANK

PIONEER BANKING INSTITUTION IN CEYLON.
ESTABLISHED 6th AUGUST, 1832.

ECHELON SQUARE, COLOMBO.

All Kachcheries and Treasury Offices in the Tsland.
Minimum Deposit -/50 Cents.
Maximum Deposit any one year,
The maximum
Rs. 10,000/-.
Rs 6,000/ per annum to a maximum of Rs. 20,000/-.

The rate of interest is declared annually and the rate for 1954
& 2420

Interest paid or credited to any Individual Account is exempt from
Income Tax. :

HEAD OFFICE :
BRANCH OFFICES :

DEPOSITS :
: Rs. 4,000/-.
sum that a Depositor may have to credit is

APPROVED SOCIETIES :
RATE OF INTEREST :

LOANS ON HOUSE PROPERTY AND BUILDING LOANS:

Loans are granied within all Municipal Limits and most of the
U. C. Limits in the Island.

DIRECTORS: The Deputy Secretary to the Treasury,
The Registrar-General,
The Postmaster-General,
SECRETARY : Mr. Leslie V. Cooray, 7.p., UM.
ACCOUNTANT : Mr. M. A, Fernando.

Four-star improvements for the rugged

Land-Rover! “THE WORLD’S most versatile

vehicle.”

Comfortable, fast and economical.

Infinitely adaptable for agricultural
uses or in Industry.

A positive glutton for work, this
amazing vehicle will go anywhere

% BULK CAPACITY UP BY 25%
% LONGER WHEELBASE —86"

% CAR-TYPE INSTRUMENTS AND
CONTROLS

%* IMPROVED ALL-WEATHER

LAN,
‘ﬁff

the 4-WHEEL DRIVE ‘“go anywhere

NEW 86" WHEELBASE

" yehicle

297. Union place
(’Phone: 3342)

and take almost any job in its
stride.

Particulars of this and other
special Land Rover vehicles fur-
nished on request.

COLONIAL MOTORS LTD.

Colombo-2.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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FIELD MARSHAL SIR WILLIAM SLIM
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An occasion 1o remetmber b the visit of

Her Majesty Queen Llizabeth [l
' QUEEN OF CEYLON

Constant in Homage
Faithful in Service
Steadfast in Loyalty
God Bless the Queen.

EASTERN SILK STORE LTD.

ORIENTAL SILE, CURIGS & GEM MERCHANTS
EXPRESS TAILORS, CARPLT DEALERS, ETC.

COLOMBO AND NUWARA ELIYA,

OUR RUBBER !NDUSTRY

EVERYTHING REQUIRED BY THE RUBBER INDUSTRY IS AVAILABLE FROM STOCK

Acetic Acid
Formic Acid

Aluminium Latex Tubs 30 & 50
pie Basins 16 "' {Gallons)
Coagulating Pans
16, 327" 48" & 60"
Buckets 3, 4 & 5 gals
Latex Tanks
e Water Tanks
Tapping Knives

Brass Mesh MNos. 30, 40, 50 & €0
* Stainless Sceel Mesh
Galvanised Mesh
fl, Buckets

Spouts plain Half Round
Huntlys Patent Spcuts

Colonal Spouts Rctéglbgrl;rRoil'ers
. French Spouss  pURTHER DETAILS AND PRICES +Ji,,.°% Tar Mixeure
W _ Cameran Wllklnsd. pouss e e t
(c}?afull.aattlg)f g::;sEﬂameile ON APPLICATION Latex Strainars

’Grams :
#Echiron”

Colombe.

‘Phone:
2341 (3 Lines) p
P. O. Box 46




THE Rt. HON. ROBERT GORDON MENZIES,
P.C., C.H.,, QC., LLM., MP.; Australian politician;
born 1894; ed, Melbourne University.

Mem. Victoria Legislative Council 28 and Assembly
29; Hon. Minister Victorian Govt. 28-29; Attorney-
General and Minister for Railways 32 and Deputy
Premier 32-34; Mem. Federal House of Representatives
for Kooyong 34; Commonwealth Attorney-General
34-39; Prime Minister 39-41; Treas. 39-40; Minister
for Defence Co-ordination Nov. 39-4|; for Trade and
Customs Feb.-Mar, 40; for Information Mar. 40-4l;
for Munitions June-Oct, 40; Prime Minister 49; Mem.

THE PRIME MINISTER OF AUSTRALIA,

United Australia Party, Deputy Leader Dec. 35-Mar,
39; Leader 40-4] and 43; Opposition Mem. Advisory
War Council 4l-44; Leader Fed. Opposition 43-49;
Hon. LL.D. (Bristol, British Columbia, Queen’s
(Belfast), Melbourne, Sydney).

Publs. The Rule of Law during the war I7; Studies
in the Australian Constitution (joint Author) 33;
To the People of Britain at War (speeches) 4l; The
Forgotten People.

Prime Minister's Lodge, Canberra, A.C.T., Australia.

From THE INTERNATIONAL WHO'S WHO, [7th Edition,
1953,
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"4 qnaqniﬁicent GSlitter o} this L ustrous Dsle”

is the recorded tribute of a Hrench connocisseur to our display of

@ey[on @emo
at

the
. @olombo Sxhibition
The  Hnest—

Cat's Cyes, Rubics & Star Rubies, Star Sapphires, Blue Sapphires,
Golden Sapphires, etc.

in quail‘ty, colour and éhape, unearthed Erom f,anka"o rich soil
-and cut and polished in our lapidary, always available.

Satisfied customers all over the world. Ounspection without any obligation.

@em qnerchanté @eyfon Cnaﬁonai
& Sewellers, Davilion,
exhl‘bitoré in the C4i Q‘ qq/z‘ qq/zuktha"o Colombo exht‘—
Hall of Gems— bition—1951.
188, Heyzer Strect, Colombo.
'Cpf'mne T 3904, @aHe i ”S"exgem”
Colombo.

M. H.ISMAILL

THE MOST j PATRONISED AND FASHIONABLE
NERVE CENTRE ° OF PETTAH'S SHOPPING.

ﬁm w—- s DRIES

Fountain Pens of fame, Perfumes,

ISMAIL import Textiles fro ] 1 5 i ”»
v b i vreil - Knovn BuLdie and Toilet requisites, Umbrellas, Belts, i

of the World and offer you at

ROCK-BOTTOM prices, * OMODOX " Brands and other quality Camp-cots, etc.

TEXTILES offered by them will. un- i

doubtedly please aynd satisfy both e e Gent_s. Island wide Popular MUSBA AND
LADIES AND GENTS. Also all makes of Clocks are available. M. H. TRADE MARK SARONGS.

80 X 80

M.H.ISMAIL

SECOND CROSS ST: PETTYAH. COLOMBO
"PHONE: 3675 — GRAMS TMUSBA

TRADE MARK  sRANCH " MAIN ST.. RATNAPURA.  rp\oMuark

16"’3




HIS EXCELLENCY MR. GHULAM MOHAMMED
Governor-General of Pakistan.

A brilliant example of a Civil Servant who has
risen to the highest position in the land, Mr. Ghulam
Mohammed is 58 years old. After obtaining M.A., and
LL.B. degrees from the famous M.A.O. College (which
later became the Aligarh Muslim University) he suc-
cessfully competed for and entered into the Indian
Audit and Accounts Service. His rise in the service
was rapid. After a short period in Bhopal from 1932
to 1934, he was promoted Deputy Accountant-General,
Post and Telegraphs. During the war years he served
as Director-General of Supply and Development and

Additional Secretary to the Government of India. In
1942, his services were-loaned to the Hyderabad State
as Finance Minister. On the establishment of Pakistan
he gave up a very highly paid Directorship in the
famous Tatas Ltd., to become the Finance Minister. In
1946, he was Knighted but surrendered the honour in
accordance with a decision of All-India Muslim League.
At the age of 53, he was one of the few instances of a
Government servant reaching the rank of a Cabinet
Minister, but at 56, he eclipsed this achievement by
becoming the Head of the State,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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INDEPENDENTE MEMORIAL HALL, COLOMBO

The tiles used on the roof of the Independence Memorial Hall are
copied from a traditional old Sinhalese pattern and were specially

made for the purpose by the Ceylon Potteries Ltd., in their Factory
at Kelanimulla, near Colombo.

EAGLE BRAND

tiles and ridges of standard Mangalore pattern are high quality pro-
ducts manufactured exclusively by the Ceylon Potteries Ltd. The
employment of skilled workmanship using only fine selected clays
and the extensive use of modern machinery and equipment
throughout the Factory has made EAGLE BRAND the finest locally
manufactured tiles available,

L

CEYLON POTTERIES LTD.

AGENTS & SECRETARIES,

LEE HEDGES & COMPANY LTD.,
COLOMBO,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




HONOURABLE MR. MOHAMMED ALI,
PRIME MINISTER OF PAKISTAN : Born
in 1909 in Bogra (East Bengal). Entered
public life in 1930—elected Chairman of Bogra
Municipal Corporation and later Chairman
of the District Board. Elected to Bengal
Legislative Assembly in 1937. Re-elected in
1946 and was appointed Finance and Health
Minister of undivided Bengal. He also acted
as Chief Minister. On the establishment of

Pakistan, Mr. Mohammed Ali was elected to
the Constituent Assembly of Pakistan. Became
Pakistan’s Ambassador to Burma in 1948 and
the following year went to Canada as
Pakistan’s first High Commissioner. He later
became Ambassador to the United States of
America, which appointment he held at the
time he was asked by the Governor-General
to form a new Government in April,
1953.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS

WALKERS ARE PROUD TO RECORD A CENTURY OF SERVICE—
DEVOTED TO THE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT OF CEYLON

From a modest beginning at Kandy in the
. year 1854, Walkers have throughout years of
. unstinted service, gradually grown into the :
large complex organisation existing today:

OUR VAST EXPERIENCE IS AS ALWAYS ENTIRELY
AT YOUR DISPOSAL

WALKER SONS & CO., LTD.

FOR ALL YOUR TOURS

can be had from

WEERAKOON BROS., LTD.

185, PRINCE OF WALES AVENUE,
COLOMBO.

'Phone : 2673. 'Grams : “WEERAKOONS”




THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF CANADA,
RIGHT HON'BLE VINCENT MASSEY, C.H., is the
first native-born Governor-General of Canada. He
is widely known for his philanthropic and cultural
activities and before his appointment as Governor-
General in February, 1952, was High Commissioner
for Canada in the United Kingdom from 1935-1946.
He is Chancellor of the University of Toronto,
and was Chairman of the Royal Commissicn on
National Development in the Arts, Letters and
Sciences from 1949-195]. He is the author of
several publications about Canadian affairs.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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LISTER - BLACKSTONE Land & Marine Diesel Engines

FROM 3 B.H.P. TO 540 B.H.P,

FREEDOM
RANGE

WRITE OR CALL

FR I B B.H.P. FR 3: 27 B.H.P.

HARRISONS LISTER ENGINEERENC LTD.

P. ©. BOX 69—COLOMBO,
SALES SHOWROOM & SERVICE DEPT.,

Morgar Road, Slave Island.
Telephone; 5606 Telegrams:

‘HARILIST'

J. D. McLAREN & CO., {Ceylon) LTD,,

TIMES BUILDING,
Cables: “"ELLANGOWAN" P.O. BOX 806 COLOMBO, Telephones : 7206 (4 Lines)

LINER & GENERAL STEAMSHIP AGENTS, SHIP-BROKERS, COAL DEPOT
PROPRIETORS—REGULAR LINER AND PASSENGER SERVICES.

AGENTS FOR (—

ANDREW WEIR SHIPPING & TRADING CO., LTD.

THE BANK LINE LTD.

AMERICAN MAIL LINE.

EVERETT STEAMSHIP CORPORATION.

AMERICAN EXPORT LINES, INC.

COMPAGNIE MARITIME BELGE S. A

L. SMIT & CO'S INTERNATIONALE SLEEPDIENST, ROTTERDAM.
(Towage & Salvage)

DEUTSCHE DAMPFSCHIFFFAHRTS-GESELLSCHAFT, *HANSA.

FLOTTA LAURO.

HELLENIC MEDITERRANEAN & OVERSEAS SHIPPING CO., LTD.

TRANS OCEANIC STEAMSHIP CO., LTD.

GULF STEAMSHIPS LTD.

CONSIGNMENTS & ENQUIRIES SOLICITED.
London Representatives: J. D. McLAREN & Co., Ltd, 22, St. Mary Axe, London E.C. 3.




THE Rl Eai S ST BRI RENT, B,
Q.C., Prime Minister and President of the
Privy Council, is an eminent lawyer and was
President of the Canadian Bar Association
before he entered politics,. He has been
awarded honorary degrees by universities in
Canada, United States and the United Kingdom,
He became Prime Minister in November, | 948

THE
PRIME MINISTER
or
CANADA

and in the general elections in June, 1949 and
August, |953, his administration was returned
to office. Since he has been Prime Minister, he
has attended four conferences of the Common-
wealth Prime Ministers and in June, (953, he led
the Canadian Delegation to the Coronation
ceremonies.
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SERVICE OVER HALF A CENTURY
ESTABLISHED IN 1889

OTHUMAN PILLAY

ENJOYS AN EXCLUSIVE POPULARITY IN THE
CITY OF COLOMBO

THIS ENVIABLE POPULARITY IS OUR WELL-EARNED REWARD
FOR
THE LONG YEARS OF SINCERE SERVICE
AND
EXCELLENT STOREMANSHIP

THE OLDEST AND MOST PROGRESSIVE GENERAL STORES AT COLOMBO

A. M. Othuman Pillay & Company,

240, KEYZER STREET,

COLOMBO 11.
TrrepHoNE: 2936. Trreoranms:  “ PRECIOUS
_ CEYLON
FIBRE, KAPOK & GRAPHITE
FIBRE — MATTRESS AND BRISTLE FIBRE
WELL-KNOWN ON U. K. & CONTINENTAL MARKETS.
KAPOK = “RED HAND?” &ranD
APPROYED FOR MAKING LIFE BELTS.
GRAPHITE — AMORPHOUS & CHRYSTALLINE

CONTAINING HIGHEST CARBON
GROUND TO MICRONE SIZE.

MOOSAJEES LTD.

ALSTON PLACE, COLOMBO-2.
TELEGRAMS : “TRUST?"” TELEPHONE : 5213—5214.
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In December, 1944

distinguished military career.

In his youth

General of South Australia.
was an enthusiastic huntsman and steeplechase rider,
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TELEPHONE : 3536 CABLE: ‘' PERDESHI"

THE INDIAN BANK LIMITED

(INCORPORATED IN THE REPUBLIC CF INDIA — LIABILITY OF MEMBERS IS LIMITED.)

AUTHORISED CAPITAL Rs. 1,00,00,0€0

SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL .. 2 ¥ .. 72,00,000

CALLED AND PAID UP

CAPITAL AS ON 30-6-33 .. 0 2 .. ., 5755865
64,50,000

RESERVE FUNDS - i i ey
DEPOSITS AS ON 30-6-33 e : . 22,15,09,878
HEAD OFFICE
North Beach Road, Madras.

Over 70 Branches throughout Madras Presidency, Bombay & Delhi.
OVERSEAS BRANCHES
Singapore — Kuala Lumpur—Penang — Malacca — Colombo.
Agents & Correspondents in all the important Centres of the Warld.

Foreign Bills negotiated and Letters of Credit opened on all centres for
' approved Constituents.

Current and Savings Accounts are opened and Fixed Deposits received on terms
which may be ascertained on application.

THE BANK CONDUCTS EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BANKING BUSINESS.




THE RT. HON. SIDNEY GEORGE HOLLAND, C.H., M.P., THE PRIME
MINISTER OF NEW ZEALAND, was born in Canterbury, New Zealand, in 1893.
He began work in a hardware firm in Christchurch, entering his father’s engineering
business in 1912. He served with the New Zealand Expeditionary Force during
the First World War and after the war entered business with his brother, forming
the Midland Engineering Company, Christchurch. He entered Parliament as the
National Party member for Christchurch North in 1935. From 1940 to 1949, he
was leader of the Opposition, and from December, 1949, he has been Prime Minister
and Minister of Finance.
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Whirttarr &« CoMpPANY

CENTENARY YEAR
1854 - 1954
| S
| AGENTS FOR
TEA, RUBBER AND COCONUT ESTATES
SHIPPING, INSURANCE AND AIR TRAVEL AGENTS
TEA EXPORTERS
Proprietors of MORTLAKF, PRESS

Fly AIR CEYLON To

MADRAS anp TRICHINOPOLY

CONNECTING AT MADRAS WITH SERVICES TO DELHI,
BOMBAY, CALCUTTA AND ALL PARTS OF INDIA

EVERY MORNING AT SEVEN THE AIR CEYLON
DAKOTA AIRCRAFT LEAVES RATMALANA AIR
PORT FOR JAFFNA, MADRAS AND TRICHINO-
POLY. YOU GET DELICICUS COMPLIMENTARY
MEALS ... HOSTESS SERVICE... AND YOU CAN
SMOKE DURING FLIGHT ...

GENERAL AGENTS FOR TRANS WORLD AIRLINES IN CEYLON

3, LOTUS ROAD, FORT  T'phone: 3577, 62112
8, YORK ST, (G.O.H.) » 4358

. (
RESERVATIONS <
L
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General of the Union of South Africa.
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CINEMAS

LATEST S AND & PROUDEST  PRESENTATION |
SHORTLY AT ALL KEY CENTRES IN CEYLON

Acclaimed by popular approval as better than “SUJATHA” and pronounced by unanimous verdict as
the best SINHALESE film ever produced !!

)

WHQO I5 GUILTY ?
—those who will
not see this

picture !

WHOSE FAULT ?
—those who will

not see it a dozen

VARADA KAGEDA?

(WHO IS GUILTY?)

with

Laddie Ranasinghe — Rita Ratnayake — Prem Jayanth
Shanthilekha Dommie Jayawardene

Bertram Fernando — T. B. llangaratne.

Producer: Director:
K. GUNARATNAM T. R. SUNDARAM
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THE HONOURABLE DR. D. F. MALAN,
Prime Minister of the Union of
South Africa.
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BOSANQUET & SKRINE LTD.

Cables :
BOSANQUET or SKRINE P. O. Box |4,
COLOMBO. COLOMBO, CEYLON.

TEA AND RUBBER ESTATE AGENTS
TEA BUYERS AND EXPORTERS

SHIPPING AND COALING AGENTS:

Harrison Line, Shire Line, Prince Line, Kokusai Line, Cory Brothers & Co., Ltd.

INSURANCE AGENTS:

Liverpool & London & Globe Insurance Co., Ltd.

World Marine & General Insurance Co., Ltd.

Northern Assurance Co., Ltd., British & Foreign Marine Insurance Co,, Ltd.
British Traders Insurance Co., Ltd.

IMPORTERS:

( Spray - Painting Equipment) The Aerograph Co., Ltd., (Balata Belting) R. & J. Dick Ltd.,
( Plywood Tea Chests) Luralda Ltd., ( Teak) Steel Bros. & The Anglo - Thai Corporation, Ltd.,
( Security Printing ) Waterlow & Sons, Ltd., (Paints) W. & J. Leigh, Ltd.

“ Caterpillar ” power has seryed

Ceylon well during the years of its

economic development in Agricul-

Pu Ltl“s e e,
PUSHING . . . 288

ture, Irrigation, Industry, Road buil-

ding and several other fields where

power is required. Future develop- 7
LIFTING ...

ment programmes are an essential hl

part in building the economy of LOADING.--

Ceylon and CATERPILLAR WINCHIEG”‘;W

machinery will be playing its essen-
tial part in this programme.

Enquiries to:—

United Iractor & €quipment L.

457, UNION PLACE, COLOMBO, 2.
Phone: 7371.
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LANKA'S MAN OF DESTINY

Sir JOHN KOTELAWALA, k.B.E, Prime Minister of Ceylon
A Character Sketch

(BY JOHN M. SENAVERATNA, M.B.E.)

* The childhood shows the man,
As morning shows the day. Be famous then
By wisdom: as thy empire must extend,
So let extend thy mind o’er all the world.”

(Milton, Paradise Regained)

F ever a son, from boyhood to adolescence, repro-

duced in his own life all the admirable qualities

of head and heart which made his father one of the

most celebrated as well as the most popular men of

his day, it is John Lionel, today’s Prime Minister of
Ceylon, son of the famous John Kotelawala.

G

Two Asian Prime Ministers: Pandit Nehru and Sir John Kotelawala,

with afriend, Mr, G. H. Ellawala, at New Delhi,

And the same son, in his maturer years, has so
improved upon those qualities and has developed into
a man of such high character, high resolve, high endea-
vour and high ambition that his- capacity for great
leadership is unquestioned in his own country and his
statesmanship acknowledged and warmly applauded
by the whole continent of Asia. [t is not an exagge-
ration to say that no Sinhalese ever rose to such heights
in our modern history.

And the gualities which have won him this stature
and wide renown were, for the most part, in a restricted
sense of course, the same with which he entered public
life in 1931 when, as a young man of thirty-four years
of age, he made his entry into the political
arena ol the country as member for Kuru-
negala.

Something of the spirit in which he
embarked upon his public career, after
defeating his political rival by a majority
of over 10,000 votes, was summed up for him
in the following words at the time:—

* I waste no thought on my neighbour’s
birth,
Or the way he makes his prayer;

I grant him a white man’s room on
earth,

If his game is only square.

While he plays it straight, I'll call him
mate,

If he cheats I'll drop him flat.

Old class and rank are a worn out lie,

For all clean men are as good as I,

And a King is only that.”

And what was significant of his future
and of his present-day actions is that, so
early in his life, that is, a quarter of a certury
ago, a section of the local press had already
described him as “ Ceylon’s Jawaharlal

Nehru ** and proceeded to declare:
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South Western Omnibus Co., (1952) Ltd.,
Passenger Transport Operators,
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A SERVICE SINCE 1872
NOW MEETING ALL MODERN NEEDS

GAS

- FOR
ALL MODERN HOMES

COLOMBO GAS & WATER CO., LTD.

P. O. BOX 64 COLOMBO

INCORFORATED IN ENGLAND — —_ MEMBERS' LIABILITY LIMITED




LANKA’'S MAN OF DESTINY

*“ Perhaps the strongest character among those

elected, Mr. Kotelawala, like Mr. E. W,
Perera, will be a terror to many. Inheri-
ting all the forceful traits and independence
of his father, the late John Kotelawala, he
ought to succeed in keeping place-seekers
and political dodgers in their proper
places. The country is indeed very lucky
in having men of the type of Mr. Kotela-
wala in Council,

“ A Nationalist of the deepest dye, he fully

deserves the sobriquet Jawaharlal Nehru.
It is as well to state here that he, the other
day declared on his being elected, that he
was going to ‘" seriously devote the rest
of my life to fight for the public good, and
in doing so even spend all the good things

WITH THE WORKING
GIRLS OF COLOMBO.
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Fortune has favourced me with, if need be,
in the cause of my country.” And Mr.
Kotelawala is the man of his word. Burn-
ing with an ardour and enthusiasm to fight
for the poor, he tells us that he is deter-
mined to see the Income Tax through.
We can trust him to play his part well and
truly.”

How well that trust was justified was made mani-
fest, even in those earliest years of his Council life, by
the results achieved, by the zest with which he took
up or identified himself with every public cause which
meant a “ fight for the public good.” And to all his
many-sided activities, by speech and action, he brought
to bear a courage, a forthrightness and a resourcefulness
which won the admiration even of those who politically
differed from him.
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“T wouldn’t miss my regular skin-care with Lux

Toilet Soap for anything,” says Rukmani Devi.
“T find the creamy Lux lather makes a wonderful

difference to my skin . .. brings fresher sparkle, X L{J x

delightful new smoothness.”

LUX

OILET SOA

THE BEAUTY SCAP
OF THE FiLM

to be lovelier
with Laux
Toilet Smp

STARS
LT5. 402558




LANKA’S MAN OF DESTINY

Said a newspaper of those days: ** Lionel Kotela-
wala, E.A.P, and Claude Corea are a forceful trio. The
three of them are equal to thirty of them in the State
Council. They'll make things hum!”

And of the three, the one who made things hum
most was Lionel Kotelawala. Among the “ daredevil
things he did at this period, three events stand out—his
severe condemmnation in Council of the then Minister
of Communications and Works for **communal-
mindedness,™ his ruthless exposure of a Chiefl Sec-
retary’s fruitless attempt to “bully” him, and his in-
dignant report against a Governor of the Colony Lo the
Secretary of State for the Colonies,

And the subjects on which Lionel Kotelawala
was most eloquently vehement in his speeches during
the same period covered a wide variety of ground—the
imposition of Income Tax (which he warmly supported),
Money-lenders (or * Shylocks * as he called them),
Treatment of Minority Communities, Europeans in
the Island’s Politics, and his call for “ A Standing
Army,” to provide which he asked [or the appointment
of a Commission, on the ground inter alia that ** the
manhood of this country is brought up without any
sense of discipline and with a pseudo-nationalism,”

The ** Stormy Petrel,”” however, sobered down
when, in his 3rd year as a State Councillor and 36th
year of his age, he became Acting Minister of Agri-
culture. And the Press, appreciating his fitness for
the job and his capacity for hard work, declared that
his appointment “is bound to give universal satis-
faction.”

Not the least of his numerous achievements of
note as Acting Minister was that he was the one to
cut the first tree in the Minneriya Jungle and thus to
inaugurate the great Government Colonisation Scheme,
which will stand eternally to the credit of the Prime
Minister and those associated with him in the Party in
power today in the country.

Years passed, and when the Donoughmore and
Soulbury Constitutions brought the G.O.M. of Ceylon
Politics, the late Mr. D. S. Senanayake, of revered
memory, to the helm of affairs, Lionel Kotelawala
functioned not only as Minister of Transport and
Works, but also served wvirtually as Second-in-Com-
mand fo Mr. Senanayake.
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It was at this period that the United National
Party—the Party still in power today—came into being;
and no man did more to establish it on firm and solid
foundations than Sir John Kotelawala, who had been
made a Knight of the British Empire by this time.

When at last, in the fulness of time, Sir John came
into his own and was elected Prime Minister towards
the end of last year, it did not take him long to show
his metile and to prove what he had already demon-
strated as a young man 25 years ago, that he is a born
leader of men.

Within three months of his assumption of the reins
ol office as Head of the Government, he had so con-
ducted its affairs as to inspire confidence within the
country and to win high repute abroad. Just a few
days ago, in the House of Commons, the British
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. R. A, Butler, found
himself impelled to refer to Ceylon as “ considerably
fortified by actions of the new Government.”

And more important than anything else, both for
himself and for his country, Sir John's bold and far-
seeing initiative in arranging for a meeting of South-
East Asian Prime Ministers, to discuss and settle urgent
problems of common interest has given him the
stature of an International Statesman—a unique dis-
tinction for a Sinhalese in the whole 2,500 years® history
ol the Sinhalese race.

Morc significant still is the fact that a widely
respected  Indian journal entitled * Thowght,” in
referring to this historic meeting of South-East Asian
Premiers, arranged to be held in Colombo in April
under the Chairmanship of Sir John, has taken ocecasion
to state, in the most unequivocal terms, that the states-
manship displayed in this connection by Cevlon’s
Prime Minister is superior to that of Pandit Nehru
himself.

His only relaxation from hard work is Sport, to
which in the old days he brought to bear the same
zest which always characterised his more serious
activities. He was Captain of the Football team in
School (Royal College), and one of his brilliant achieve-
ments in Cricket was a century at Lord’s when he was
in England. A fine Polo player, his favourite exercise
today is horse-riding.
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LANKA'S MAN OF DESTINY

There is no need to say more in this short sketch
except to note en passant a few of Sir John’s charac-
teristics which are singular to himself and which make
him a unique figure in our public life.

Frankness in speech, to [riend as well as foe—
frankness even (o the point ol rudeness—is with him
almost a fetish, As Shakespeare, in Jufius Caesar,
Says:

* This rudeness is a sauce to his good wit,
Which gives men stomach to digest his words
With better appetite.”

In other words, ““a good conscience likes to
speak out,” and Sir John is never ashamed Lo say
ashamed to think. OfF Sir John’s
courage, in his readiness at all times, whether to
undertake the solution of problems which would
daunt the moslt experienced of men or to
*fearful odds ™ in other directions, there has never
been any question.  Physical courage, which despises
all danger, will make a man brave in one way., And
moral courage, which despises all opinion, will make
a man brave in another. The former would seem most
necessary for the camp, the latter for council; - but to
constlitute a really great man, both are necessary. And
Sir John possesses both in high degree.

what he 15 not

face

“I do not think a braver gentleman,

More active—valiant, or more valiant—young,
More daring, or more bold, is now alive,

To grace this latter age with noble deeds.”

(Shakespeare).

As for the lavishness of his hospitality, it has
passed into a proverb in this country. The ** Laird of
Kandawala * is the veritable Prince of Hosts and
Entertainers, as the many thousands, young and old—
from tiny tots to grown-ups—will warmly testify who
have been his guests at one or the other of the many
Parties which he throws all the year round at his
palatial residence at Ratmalana.

Twenty-five years ago he was called the * Jawa-
harlal Nehru of Ceylon.”” Just a few weeks ago, after
the Kotelawala  Nehru Talks on the Indian problem
in Ceylon, a prominent Indian paper referred to the
Ceylon Premier as the ** Sardar Patel of Ceylon.”

The implication of the two sobriquets as applied
to our Premier is that he is popularly believed to possess
the admirable qualities as well as the talents of the two
greatest sons of India after Mahatma Gandhi. What-
ever the measure of its truth or correctness, such a belief
represents the greatest compliment that can ever bz
paid to Sir John Kotelawala, Prime Minister of Ceylon.
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. Other Ministers of State ...

HON. MR. ) R, JAYAWARDENE, Author, Sportsman,
Lawyer and Politician was educated at Bishops College and Royal
College and later called to the bar in 1932

He was elected to the State Council in 1943, and returned to the
House of Representatives in |947 from Kelaniya when he attained
Cabinet Rank as the first Minister of Finance. One of the archi-
tects of the Colombo Plan, he represented Ceylon in many
missions abroad such as the Sterling talks and Foreign Ministers
Conference in London, and the Japanese Peace Treaty Conference
at San Francisco. He is a Vice-President of the United National
Party and the Minister for Food and Agriculture in the present
government,
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SIR. OLIVER GOONETILLEKE, K.C.M. G, K.B.E., the Minister of
Finance, born on October 20th, 1892, he received his early education
at Wesley College, Colombo, and obtained the B.A. degree of the
London University.

Becoming Assistant Colonial Auditor in 1924, he rose to be Colonial
Auditor in June, 1931 and entered the Public Service as Auditor-General
which office he held for || years,

In 1942, when the threat of Japanese incursion to the South East Asian
region became imminent, he was appointed Civil Defence and Food
Commissioner and a member of the War Council. He was made a
Knight Commander of the British Empire in 1944,

At the conclusion of the war, he was appointed the first Ceylonese
Financial Secretary and held this office from 1945-47. During these
years, he was a close associate of the late Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon.
D. S. Senanayake, and played a prominent part in the latter's negotia-
tions with the British Government for the attainment of Dominion Status.

With the introduction of the Soulbury Constitution in 1947, he re-
signed from the Government Service and was appointed to the newly
created Senate and made Minister of Home Affairs and Rural
Development, and Leader of the Senate.

Sir Oliver is one of the Senior Ministers of the Cabinet by

In 1948, he entered the diplomatic service with his appointment
as High Commissioner for Ceylon in the United Kingdom,
In 1948, he was appointed a Knight Commander of the Most
Distinguished Order of 5t, Michael and St. George,

Returning to Ceylon, he was re-appointed to the Senate and
again made Minister of Home Affairs and Rural Development
and Leader of the Senate, In the Dudley Senanayake's Cabinet,
he was made Minister of Agriculture and Food, and is now
Minister of Finance in Sir John Kotelawala's Cabinet.

reason of his long experience of Public Service and ack-
nowledged gifts as an administrator with drive and initiative.
He is a Vice-President of the United National Party,

Popular in social circles, he is a member of numerous
Societies and Clubs in Ceylon and in the United Kingdom.
He has been Chairman of the Retrenchment Commission,
President of the Ceylon Economic Society, President of the
Colombo Y.M.C.A. and Chairman of the Board of Directors
of the Church of Ceylon.
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Compagnie

(ENTREPRISES SCHNEIDER)
ET

ETABLISSEMENTS BILLIARD

16, Boulevard Malesherbes, Paris.

CONTRACTORS FOR THE

BUILDING OF THE NEW PORT
COLOMBO

SPECIALISTS IN
HARBOUR CONSTRUCTION WORKS,
DAMS, RAILWAYS, ROADS, TUNNELS
and

BRIDGE  ENGINEERING PROJECTS.

Colombo Addresy —

P. O. Box 993, Colombo, Ceylon.

Industrielle de Travaux
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& « APSLEY » MILLS, “ CROXLEY »® MILLS, “NASH®» MILLS, <
&) BASILDON BOND EVENSYDE PRINTINGS VANGUARD BOARDS g
e CROXLEY CAMBRIC LATIMER PRINTINGS NASH MANILLA BOARDS o
o LION ‘C* MANILLA CROXLEY SCRIPT LANGLEY EMBOSSED o
o ENVELORES COLNE VALLEY HoanDs 5
> ROYALTY EXERCISE BOOKS PARCHMENT NASH ARROW BOARDS O

" "'PASSWORDS " FOR THE PRINTERS AND STATIONERS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.

g o
@ [
- JOHN DICKINSON & CO., LTD. S
e 29-2/4, GAFFOOR BUILDINGS, 9
e FORT, COLOMBO - 1. @
(&) TEL:. No. 3795 (&)

LANKA LIGHT SAFETY MATCHES

l anka Light is the Light for all Lanka
LIGHT YOUR WAY WITH LANKA LIGHT

€ THEY ARE GOOD
€ THEY ARE SAFE
€ THEY ARE AVAILABLE EVERYWHERE

THE MONEY YOU PAY ENRICHES LANKA AND HELPS TO KEEP
LANKA'S MEN AND WOMEN EMPLOYED

Therefore insist on Lanka Light Matches

LANKA LIGHT LTD.,

MORATUWA.
Telephone: 243,
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The Hon. Major E. A. NUGAWELA, the
Minister of Health, received his education at
Royal College, Colombo.

He was returned as Member for Galagedera

in the State Council in 1936. He was a
; . Member of the Special Committee on Education
S and also served on the Executive Committee of
. - Health and later acted as Minister of Health. In
1947, he was returned as Member for Kadugan--
nawa in the House of Representatives and then
took on the portfolio of Education. In 1952, he
was returned as first Member for Kadugannawa
in Parliament and thence was made Minister of
Health.

During the war years, he was in charge of
Infantry Defence in Colombo and also served
as Army Education Officer in 1943,

Sir KANTHIAH VAITHIANATHAN, educated
in Ceylon and London, attained Cabinet rank
direct from Government Service.

His varied duties in thirty years of Public
Service has not only given him a comprehensive
acquaintance of this Island but that of other
countries especially India, where he was Food
Commissioner during the war years, and U.K.
where he was advisor at all the Prime Ministers’
Conferences since 1947. At the Foreign Ministers'
Conference in Colombo in 1950, which incidentally
gave birth to the Colombo Plan, he was loint
Secretary with Sir Norman Brooke. I[n the
same year he was knighted.

He is a Hindu and a keen student of Tamil
Language and Culture.
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The Indian Overseas Bank Limited.

(Incorporated in India—Liability of Members is Limited.)

139 & 139 i/I, MAIN STREET, COLOMBO.

Cable Address: *“Ovyersebank” j Telephone Nos.
Post Box No. 671 4422, 4423 & 7175

Central Office: MADRAS

Branches at: Bombay, Calcutta, Madras and throughout South India, Rangoon, Bangkok,
Singapore, Penang, Kuala Lumpur, Malacca and ipoh.

Foreign correspondents: Midland Bank Limited, London.
Chase National Bank of the City of New York, London & New York.
Manufacturer’s Trust Company, New York.
Irving Trust Company, New York.

AGENTS IN PRINCIPAL COMMERCIAL CENTRES OF THE WORLD.-

Every description of Banking Business transacted and for those who trade abroad. The Indian
Overseas Bank Ltd., is particularly well-equipped to deal with their requirements,

Safety lockers of various dimensions are available at our branch for those who prefer to keep
their documents and valuable, etc.,, under their own private control.

MARHETING DEPARTMENT = " 'hiGHesr nesuraion rom excelence

¥ KALUTARA AND INDIKOLA
HATS AND BAGS
in glamorous shades,

& CURIOS & EBONY GOODS

of infinite variety in distinc-
tive Patterns.

C WETAKEIYA GOODS

of a high standard that defy
competition.

& LACQUERED GOODS

in the best colours and de-
signs—the last word in
craftsmanship.

62, Chatham St.,

Call at the Marketing Dept. 1 EEYLUN PRDDUETE W SHOP AT Colombo I, and convince yourself.

Cable: MARKETING Colombo.
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1924—

1934—1947, and was 2 member of

the Executive Committee of Education during the period.

In May,

The Hon. Mr. SUBBAIYA NATESAN, B.A., B.L., M.R.
constituency,

AS., F.R.ES. is a leading educationist in Ceylon and was

the Principal of Parameshvara College, laffna,
1952. In the State Council, he represented the Kankesan-

Other Ministers of State . . .
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1952, he was elected as Member of Parliament

1952, he holds the

Since August,

Cabinet Portfolio of Posts and Broadcasting.

for Kankesanturai.

Mr, Natesan holds a prominent position in Tamil cul-

tural and Hindu religious activities.

He is a trustee of

Ramanathan College, laffna and Manager of Parameshvara

College and several other schools.

He is a member of

the Senate of the Ceylon University.
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The Hon.

On the death of the Hon. Mr. H. R. Freeman, he retired
from Government Service and took to politics by contesting

the Anuradhapura Seat in the State Council and was returned
to the State Council with a majority of 22,000 votes.

He was again returned to the House of Representatives
in 1947, when he was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Agriculture and Lands. He again contested
the same seat in 1952 and was returned to Parliament and

was appointed the Minister of Lands and Land Development.

is an agriculturist and has acquired an intimate

knowledge of agriculture, irrigation and land development.

He
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Other Ministers of State. . .

P

Sl

The Hon. Dr. M. C. M. KALEEL, Minister of Labour,
represents the Colombo Central Electorate as Second
Member, He entered politics in 1942, when he was
elected to the State Council. In 952, he was appointed
as Minister of Labour and one of the most notable pieces
of Labour Legislation introduced by him is the Shops
Bill relating to the terms and conditions of employ-
ment of the Mercantile employees. Dr. Kaleel is the
President of the All-Ceylon Muslim League and the
Independent Medical Practitioners™ Association.
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The Hon, Dr. C. W. W. KANNANGARA, the Minister
of Local Government, was educated at the Wesleyan School,
Ambalangoda, from where he won the foundation scholarship
and entered Richmond College, Galle. He was President
of the Ceylon National Congress, Lanka Mahajana Sabha
and the Buddhist Congress.

He took to politics earnestly in about 1909 and entered
the Legislative Council as Elected Member for the Southern
Province in 1923. Thereafter in the Reformed Council of
1924, he was elected as Member for the Galle District and again
in 1931 as Member for Galle in the State Council. He was
Chairman of the Mercantile Employees’ Committee. He was
appointed as Consul-General for Ceylon in Indonesia but soon
returned to Ceylon and entered Parliament as Member for
Agalawatta in 1952. From 193] to 1947, he was Minister for
Education and became the sponsor of the Free Education - e
Scheme which he established in spite of great opposition.

He is in charge today of the Portfolio of Local Government
and is also the Chief Government Whip of the House of
Representatives. 2

ks Gl
W&« R

s

G eey

&

e

i
o

Sl s
i

o
Laay
Shan
i
i
4

e

i
o

Ftea

.

£:
3

Digitized by Noolaham Fou
noolaham.org | aavanaham



82

Fruga e

. BO
2 paast?

34 556,

i

WiITH H

dings:

a BY

E COM oF
i a2 o
E_//ﬂ/rrm/m,)f:m-

Manag'mg Dircctor
B E)(PO?-'\'E?\S LTe.

\phone - 7720.




%3

b e R e = p o
e e T i s
e e - . = Spnn
SRl : :

On his return

inister of Commerce,

.
e

Eldest son of the late Mr. F. R. Sena-
the Ceylon Independence Movement.
He successfully negotiated the Red China

Had his early education in Royal College and proceeded to
He graduated from Cambridge and was later

soon lured him and he successfully contested the Dambade-
(formerly Narammala) constituency in 1945, after the

death of Mr. Siripala Samarakkody and continues to
represent this seat in Independent Ceylon's House of

The Hon. Mr. R. G. SENANAYAKE, B. A. (Cantab), Bar-at-
to Ceylon, he practised for a short period but politics

Other Ministers of State . ..
Law (Lower Temple) 42 years, M

called to the Bar at the Lower Temple,
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# there could be an
“Oscar’’for motor oils..
Castrol would win 1t !

C. C. WAKEFIELD & COMPANY LTD. 8RANCHES THROUGHOUT INDIA, FAKISTAN & CEYLON.
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o} L anka

B. C. 483—A. D. 18I5.

TWENTY-THREE CENTURIES OLD MONARCHY

The traditional first King of Ceylon is Vijaya.
His grandmother Suppa Devi according to legend was
the daughter of the King of Vanga (Bengal) by a
princess of Kalinga (Orissa). She ran away from home
and in the country of Lala or Lada the modern Gujarat
is said to have mated with a man of a lesser tribe known
as Sinha, whence the names of her children and ulti-
mately that of Sinhala-the designation of Ceylon and
of the Sinhalese.

The throne of Ceylon was not hereditary and this
will be sufficiently apparent on reviewing the succession
of the one hundred and eighty six Sinhalese Kings
according to the Mahavansa the Great Chronicle,
from 483 B.Cc. 10 Ap. 1815, In that period 39 eldest
sons or nearly one-fifth succeeded to their fathers,
but 29 or more than one-fifth

is Head and Crown of the State, The State does not
exist for itself but for the King. Al attributes of power
and greatness are heaped on the King. Yet in his
decisions and actions he is by no means so free as one
might imagine. In these he is strongly influenced and
also restricted by custom which has assumed the force
of law PUBBACHARITA.

Next to the King comes the Queen the MAHESI
his chief consorl in contrast to the unrestricted number
in the harem. Tt is expressly stated of Vinaja Bahu 1
that he raised two princesses to the dignity of MAHESI,
first Lilawathi and then Tilokasundari. The mention
of the title AGA MAHESI indicated that there was a
difference in rank between the two Mahesis.

> QUEENS OF CEYLON

The first Queen in order of

were succeeded by brothers. i
Also several kings are men- ;
tioned as having appointed |
their successors and two child-
less widows are found amongst

3 : ANULA
the list of sovereigns.  SINGAWALLI
: LEELAWATHIE
In theory the Sinhalese KALYANAWATHI
monarchy was elective in the DONA CATHERINA
descendants of the Solar race but ELIZABETH Il

in practice it was either heredi-

QUEENS OF
LANKA

time was Anula who ascended
the throne after having poi-
soned her husband Kudatissa

(9-12 A.n.). She then married
12 A, D. and raised to the throne in
34 A- D. succession five Ministers all
1197 A. D, of whom she despatched by
1202 A. D. poison  viz., Balatswamma
1592 A. D. after sharing the throne for
1952 A. D.

fourteen months, Wattoka after
ol thirteen months, the Brahaman

tary or became the prize of the

strongest of those who claimed to be of royal lineage,
dividing these 186 sovereigns and the period of 22938
or nearly 23 centuries over which their reigns extended
into four nearly equal parts, and taking the proportional
length of reign in each period it is found there was a
much greater security for its longer duration in the
last five centuries than in either of the three preceding
periods of the same length of time. The ancient and
continual annals of the Sinhalese race has been preserved
for a period of twenty-three centuries describe the
creation and formation of all the extensive works- cities,
tanks, temples, dagobas,in ruins today, mostly, besides
numerous inscriptions in stone and these remain to
silent witnesses of the glorious past which was Sri
Lanka. The form of Government in mediaeval Ceylon
was to all appearance of course despotic. The King

Minister and household priest
Nilia who succeeded was only permitted to retain the
precarious rank to which he was elevated for six months,
Sakkoo was his successor in the dangerous dignity and
remained lor eleven months, then fell and was followed
by Bala Tissa whose life and authority was terminated
in fifteen months. Four months later this notorious
Queen setting decency at defiance ruled over the Island
and was then put to death by her step-son and successor
Makalan Tissa who had escaped from her violence and
remained disguised in the garb of a priest.

The next Queen was Singawalli who succeeded
to the throne on the death of her brother, A.n. 34, and
aller a reign of four months lell a victim to the ambition
of her cousin Elloona who put the Queen to death and
reigned in her stead,
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SOVEREIGNS

From this time until A.n. 1197 when Leelawathi
usurped the throne by the assistance of her husband,
no female sovereign intervenes. She was the widow of
Prakrama Bahu I the most active and renowned
sovereign of the Suluwansa or succession of kings
posterior Lo A.p. 301. Of the six kings who followed
Prakrama Bahu, four were murdered, one died a natural
death and the sixth Chulakanga was deposed and had
his eves put out by order of the Minister Kirthi who
had married Leelawathi and now raised her to the
throne, while he exercised the supreme authority under
sanction of her name. These six reigns only occupied
ten years, and three years after her accession leela-
wathi was deposed by King Sahasa Mallam (1202) who
only enjoyed his dignity for two years and was then
deposed by the influence of the Minister Neeckanga
who placed on the throne the Queen Kalyanawathi.
Kalyanawathi the sister of a former king commenced

OF LANKA

her reign A.p. 1202 and appears notwithstanding the
turbulence of those times to have died in posssssion of
the throne which she had occupied for six years and
left to an infant son her successor Dharmasoka (rom
whom it was usurped by the same Neeckanga who had
been instrumental in raising Kalyanawathi to sovereign
power. Seventeen days numbered Neeckanga’s short-
lived dignity and then the usurper fell by the hand of the
Minister Manoda who restored the deposed Queen
Leelawathi.  Again for one year she enjoyed power
and was then deposed by a usurper Lokaiswara who
in turn was expelled by the Queen after a reign of nine
months. Leelawathi again reigned for seven months
and was deposed for the last time by the usurper
Pandu Prakrama Bahu Il in a.p. 1211. There was
another queen who was proclaimed by the Portuguese
in the latter part of the sixteenth century but who is not
acknowledged as a sovereign by the Sinhulese.

LIST OF THE SOVEREIGNS

From 483 B.C. to 1815 A.D.

VIJAYA = p.C. 483 445
INTERREGNUM . 445 444
PANDUVASDEVA . 4d4- 414
ABHAYA . 414 394
INTERREGNUM )

PANDHUKABAYA . 394 307
GANTISSA .

MUTASIVA L o
DEVANAMPIYATISSA G
UTTIYA 2R e
MAHASENA o 197187
SURATISSA el on
SENA (GUTTIKA) g 177155
ASELA W (155 15
ELARA = . 145- 101
DUTTHAGAMINT 5 h ) e
SADDHATISSA i A ST (66
THULATHANA .. 3 fadiet T e
LANJATISSA S
KHALLATANYA ¥, IR -
VATTAGAMINI .. 5 e e
PULAHATTHA )

BAHIYA

PANAYAMARA WERE - B
PILAYAMARA

DATHIKA )

VATTAGAMINI L B.C. 29— 17
MAHACHCHULIMAHATISSA . T 3
CORANAGA w 3to9A.D.
ANULA 2 A2 i
KUTAKANNATISSA o 16— 38
BHATIKA ABHAYA o 38— 66
MAHADATTHIKAMAHANAGA =, 67— 79
AMANDAGAMINI Iy 79— 89
KANIRAJAMITISSA i 89- 92
CHLABHAYA 2 {5y o 92— 93
SIVALI .. b o e b 93

ILANAGA o o ;i ey 93- 102
CHANDAMUKASIVA . 103 112
YASALAKATISSA s Ll2=120
SUBHARAYA » 120= 126
VASABHA : R A |
VANKANASTIKATISSA .. b e R
GAJABAHUKAGAMANNE . 174 196
MAHAILANAGA e 196 202
BHATIKA TISSA s 203 227
KANITHATISSA 5 227 245
KHUIJJANAGA - 246 248
KUNCANAGA . 248 249
SIRINAGAT s 249- 268
VOHARAKATISSA o 209- 29]
ABHAYANAGA - 291- 299
SIRINAGA 11 300- 302
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VIAYAKUMARA
SANGHATISSA
SRISANGHABODHI
GOTABHAYA
JETTHATISSA
MAHASENA
SRIMEGHAVANNA
JETTHATISSA
BUDDHADASA
UPATISSA 1

MAHANAMA

CHATTAGAHAKA

MITTASENA

PANDU )
|

et

o

PARINDA
KUDAPARINDA
TIRIPARA {
DATHIYA |
PITHIYA J
DHATUSENA
KASSAPA |
MOGALLANA I ..

KUMARADHATUSENA

KITTISENA

SIVA T

UPATISSA 11
SILAKALA
DATHAPABHUTI
MOGGALANA I
KITTISIRIMEGA
MAHANAGA
LAMANISINGANA
AGGABODHTI 1
AGGABODHT 1T ..
SANGATISSA
MOGGALANA TII
SULAMAGHAVANNA
AGGABODHI 11T
JETTATISSA TIT '>
AGGABODHI 1V |
DATHOPATISSA

KASSAPA 11
DAPPULA |
DATHOPATISSA 11
AGGABODHI 1V
DATTA %
HATTHADATHA
MANAVAMMA
AGGABODHI V ..
KASSAPPA 111
MAHINDA 1

SOVEREIGNS

AD. 301
o 303~
b 307~
s ahy
b

334-

s 302—

»  409-
431
432-

433

. A60-
. 478-
- 490—
RN =
e ]
L)
i, 922
- 524-
e, R
e Do
s 930
s 330
e 880a
» 68—
s 601-
sy Bl
v Bl
w617

. 626-

641—
e

w  050-
658—
074
e WGTH

N
A
T

303
307
309
322
333
362

409

431
432
433

460

478
496
513
522

524
537

556

559
568
601
611

617
626

641

650

658
674
676

711
717
724

. 124727

OF LANKA

AGGABODHI VI
AGGABODHI VII
MAHINDA 11
UDAYA |
MAHINDA 111
AGGABODHI VI
DAPPULA 11
AGGABODHI 1X
SENA |

SENA I
UDAYA II
KASSAPA 1V
KASSAPA V
DAPPULA 111
DAPPULA 1V
UDAYA 1iI
SENA 111 ..
UDAYA IV
SENA IV ..
MAHINDA IV
SENA V %
MAHINDA Vv !
INTERREGNUM |

VIKRAMABAHU 1
KITTT o
MAHALAMAHAKITTI
VIKRAMAPANDU
JAGATIPALA
PRAKRAMAPANDU
LOKISSARA
KASSAPA
VIJAYABAHU I
JAYABAHU 1
VIKRAMABAHU TI
GAJABAHU II
PARAKRAMABAHU 1
VIJAYABAHU 11
MAHINDA VI
NISSANAKAMALLA
VIRABAHU [
VIRABAHU I1
CODAGANGA
LILAWATHI
SAHASAMALLA .,
KALTYANAWATHI
DHAMMASOKA ..
ANIKANGA
LILAWATHI
LOKISSARA I
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772
792
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8§12
828
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885—
896—
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1041-1044
10441047
1047-1051
1051-1053
1053-1059

1059

10591114
[114-1116
11161137
1137-1153
1153-1186
11861187

1187

1187-1196

1196
1196

11961197
1197-1200
1200-1202
12021208
1208-1209

1209
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1200-1211



Every mother feels that during the early for-
mative years the most important single factor is
correct feeding. Baby must have in his daily bottle
a carefully balanced quota of fat, carbohydrates,
proteins, minerals and vitamins, all in exactly the
right proportions. If natural feeding fails, the food
in which these vital requirements are most per-

fectly met is COW & GATE Milk Food. This food
is prepared by a special process which provides
all the essential constituents in the correct pro-
portions for steady, sturdy growth. It is also
fortified by the addition of Vitamin D and iron.
We all know that a Royal Baby is bound to be
given the best that is obtainable. Fourteen Royal
Babies to date have been fed on COW & GATE.
Can you do better for your baby? Have the lifelong
happiness and satisfaction of knowing that your
baby also had the best that money could buy,
and the best possible start in life. Get a tin from
your chemist to-day.

4980
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KING PARAKRAMA BAHU THE GREAT

A.D. 1153 TO A.D. 1186
(See Page 101)
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PROGRESS

UNDER 6 REIGNS
1844 i 1954

G,a._rgms has been a houschold name in

Ceylon since early Victorian days.

af]nder 6 Reigns Cargills has served its
wide and valued clientele with the Worlds
fimest merchandise and with a sense of
modest pride in so doing. To-day stands a
motdern extensive storc—the largest of its kind
in  Ceylon—olfering its customers the best
of 1954 with the traditional standard of
courtesy engendered in 1844.

(]_Dn this historic and unique occasion it
15 with great pride and pleasure that the
House of Cargills:joins the millions through-
out Ceylon i the loyal welcome to their
most Gracious Sovereign Lady,

QUEEN ELIZABETH 11.

CARGILLS (cevyron) LIMITED
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SOVEREIGNS
LILAWATHI s cr oA 1211
PRAKRAMAPANDU TII .. e A B S e
MAGHA .. e 24 ce o w L2A=1233
VIJAYABAHU TIT i Vg 12301236
PRAKRAMABAHU IT .. o an 1236=127
VIJAYABAHU 1V o el R i (5
BHUVENEKABAHU T .. o sy 1273-1284
PRAKRAMABAHU TII .. ca ot 2B
BHUVENEKABAHU 1T .. e R R
PRAKRAMABAHU TV 7 ;
BHUVENEKABAHIT TIT - Lo e 302 =[5 d 6
VIJAYABAHU V j
BHUVENEKABAHU TV Ao e Bde 1SS
PRAKRAMABAHU V¥V .. oo . 1348-1360
VIKRAMABAHU IV o S el 137
BHUVENEKABAHU V¥V .. e 136621391
VIRABAHU 1I .. 5 e e 13011357
VIJAYABAHU 1V 2 o 5 1405-1411
PRAKRAMABAHU VI .. oo ., 1410-1468
JAYABAHU IT .. 43 .. 4, 1468-1473
BHUVENEKABALIU VI oo 5, 1473-1480
PRAKRAMABAHU VII Lo, 1480-1484
PRAKRAMABATIU VI oo s 14B4-1518
PRAKRAMABAHU IX .. ... 1506-1528
VITAYABAHU VI : oy sy s
BHUVENEKABAHU VII R e e
VIRAVIKRAMA .. w1542
MAYADUNNA i TR R eI
DHARMAPALA .. ot S R e S e
RAJASINHA I .. T B A B
\*’IMALADHARM%bLJRI\ A L i 5 18021604
SENERATANA .. 5 .o sy 1604-1635
RAJASINHA II : 1635-1687
VI\/IAL/\DITARMA%URIY'\ 11 »  1687-1707

VIRAPARAKRAMA NARENDRA-
SINHA

: ; s L FE7S1739
SIRI\J’HAYARAIASINHA

»  1739-1747
KIRTISIRIRAJASINHA . e .y 1T47-1782
SIRIRATADIRAJASINHA .., 17801798
SIRIVIKRAMA RAJASINHA .. ,, [1799-1815

It was in the reign of Vijaya Bahu VI (1509-1521)
that the Portuguese came to Ceylon (1508) two
thousand vears from its known beginning after ¥ijaya.
Their invasion began in 1580 and their stay continued
till 1658, during which period four kings reigned in
Portugal, namely, Philip I (1580-1598), Philip TT (1598-
1621), Philip LI (1621-1640) and John TV (1648-1658)
of Braganza.

" VIMALA DHARMA SURIYA II

93
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In the middle of the 15th century a number of
princes reigned at same time in different parts of the
Island, at this period the Portuguese and the Dutch
held certain parts particularly the maritime coastal
region. Prominent among them were the kings of
Sitawaka and Kandy.

KINGS OF SITAWAKA

MAYADUNNE 1521-1581

RAJASINHA [ 1334-1593

RAJASURIYA 1593-1594
KINGS OF KANDY

VIMALA DHARMA SURIYA 1590-1604

SENERAT
RAJASINHA TIT

1604-1635
1629-1687

1687-1707
NARENDRA SINHA 1707-1739
VIJAYA RAJASINHA 1739-1747
KIRTISIRI e 1747-1780
RAJADHIRATA STNHA ; 1780-1798
SRI WICKRAMA RAJA SINHA .. 1798-1815

The following is a list of the Portuguese Captains-
General and Dutch Governors who served in the
Island ;

PEDRO LOPEZ DE SOUZA 1594

D JERONIMO DE ASEVEDO 1598-1613
D FRANCESCO DE MENESES 1613-1614
MANUEL MASCARENHA HOMEN 1614-1616

NUNO ALVARES PERETRA
CONSTANTINO DE SA DE NO-

1616-1618

RONHA ; 1618-1622
JORGE DE AL BUQURQUE 1622-1623
CONSTANTINO DE 5SA NORONHA 1623-1630
D PHILLIPPE MASCARENHAS .. 1630-1631
DIOGO DE MELHO DE CASTRO 1633-1635
D JORGE DE ALMEIDA | 1631-1633
DIOGO DE MELHO DE C/\STRO 1633-1633
D JORGE DE ALMEIDA . 1635-1636
DIOGO DE MELHO DE CASTRO 1636-1638
D ANTONIO MASCARENHAS 16381640
D PHILLIPPE MASCARENHAS .. 1640-1645
MANUEL MASCARENHAS HOMEN 1645-1653
FRANCESCO DE MELHO DE

CASTRO 1653-1655
ANTONIO DE SOUZA C‘ONTU\IHO 1655-1656
ANTONIO DE ALMEIDA DE

MENESES 2 1656-1658

(JAFFNA)
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A REVIEW OF CEYLON HISTORY

(Condenszd from the Ferguson’s Directory of Ceylon.)

INDIAN LEGEND

WO notable references to Ceylon are early Indian.
The Indian epic, the Ramayana, describes an
invasion of Ceylon, defeat of the demon-king, Ravana
and the rescuc of Sita by her husband, Rama, an
avatar of Vishnu. The great mural painting in the
Ajanta caves called the * Sinhala-avadana ™ seems a
representation of accepted tradition.

The Anuradhapura Era

In Ceylon the tradition begins with colonization
from N.E. India by Vijaya and his 700 followers in
483 n.c. Panduvasadeva, Vijaya's nephew and succes-
sor, was brought to the throne from N.E. India and
so was his queen, Subhadakaccana. From this
Kshatriva couple was descended the Sinhalese royal
-dypasty. Their grandson, Pandukabhaya 377 B.C.,
took Anuradhagama (named after the constellation
under which it was founded and also after the chief
who founded it) to be the royal capital henceforth it
was called Anuradhapura forever. The zonal planning
of the royal city and the administrative measures for
the country villages indicate a high grade of civic
organization,

of Buddhism

Pandukabhaya’s grandson, Devanampiya Tissa
247 p.c. exchanged gifts and letters with the great
Indian Emperor Asoka, underwent a second con-
secration with requisites sent by Asoka and adopted
his advice to become a Buddhist. The missionaries
sent by Asoka were led by Mahinda, his son by a mor-
ganatic wife. Mahinda preached to and converled
royalty, the nobility and the commonalty. His first
ordination was ol 500 ol the Rajavansiya (high nobility)
at Issarasamanarama (now lsurumuniya) and his
second was ol 500 Vaisyas at Vaisyagiri (now Vassagiri),
Mahinda asked female devotees to wait for nuns to
perform ordination and sent for his sister the nun,
Sanghamitta who was sent by Asoka with other nuns
and the desired gift, a branch of the very Bo-tree under
which Gotama Buddha sat in meditation until he
attained Enlightenment; this branch, planted at Anu-
radhapura, is the Sacred Tree which has recently thrown
out a new shoot. Buddhism from about 246 B.C. was
henceforth the religion of the Court and the people,

Advent

although Kataragama Deviyo and other primeval
puissant Deyiyos were not suppressed.

First and Second Tamil Usurpations

Thirty years after Devanampiya Tissa's death,
two Tamils invaded and ruled the country for 22 years
when a Sinhalese prince gained the throne but 10 years
later he was replaced by a Tamil, Elara, who ruled
justly and well for 44 years, when the young prince of
Rulkuna came up from Magama, invaded Pihiti Rata
winning battles all the way and finally defeated Elara
near the south gate of Anuradhapura.

King Dutugemunu

The victorious Dutugemunu was the builder of
Mirisveti Dagaba in the irst years of his reign 101 B.C.—
77 B.c. and of Ruwanveliseya in his last years. This
Dagaba was called the Mahathupa on account of its
bulk; another big pious ercction of his was a 9 storeyed
monastery called the Brazen Palace as its roofl was
covered with brass: its 1600 stone pillars of the ground
floor are the only remains of it.

Third Tamil Usurpation

Only 33 years afier his death there was a third
Tamil usurpation of the throne and the Sinhalese
King Valagambahu's exile in the Malaya district
lasted for 15 years. The restored king built the Thupa
now called Lankarama, the monastery Manisomarama
and the great northern Dagaba, the Abhayagiri in
commemoration of incidents connected with his flight
and exile. He is said to have ordered drip-hedges to
be cut on all rock-caves because he felt the need when
in hiding in Malaya.

Coming of Tooth-Relic

When a king in Kalinga was in danger of losing
the Tooth-Relic of Buddha to a powerful invader he
instructed his daughter and his son-in-law to flee to
Ceylon and entrust it *“to my friend, King Mahasena.”
It reached Ceylon in the reign of Mahasena’s son, Siri
Meghavanna who placed it in a shrine attached to the
Palace and occasionally exhibiled it to the people,
a custom which was continued by all the subsequent
kings. Cordial relations with China and the Gupta
Empire in India are mentioned in the records. King
Upatissa 370 a.c. built the Topawewa al Polonnaruwa.
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A REVIEW OF CEYLON HISTORY

Visits of Renowned Scholars

In the time of King Mahanama were two notable
visitors; Fa-Hien, the Chinese scholar-pilgrim, after
visiting Buddhist India came to Anuradhapura and
spent 3 years copying sacred texts; the Indian Brahmin
Buddhist Buddhagosha spent many years studying
and wrote a commentary siill held in high repute.

Fourth Tamil Usurpation

About 436 a.c. the fourth Tamil usurpation of the
throne occurred and lasted over 27 wears until
Dhatusena, a young prince from Ruhuna, restored
Sinhalese sovereignty. In his reign the great Kalawewa
tank was built, and the people heard, read aloud to
them at the King’s expense the Mahavansa compiled
by the king’s scholarly uncle, the monk, Mahanama,

Rise of Polonnaruwa
Aggabodhi 7th preferred to reside in Polonnaruwa
as Anuradhapura was becoming troublesome and in
a few decades the kings gave up residence in Anu-
radhapura. In the reign of King Dappula 2nd, 802,
A.C., a sandalwood image of Vishnu floated ashore at
Devundara (Dondra) where a shrine was built for it;
it was later removed to the Alutnuwara Dewale in
Kegalla district built by King Buvanaike Bahu Ist,
1271—1283, and later still to the Maha Devale in
Kandy.
Chola Occupation _
Mahinda 3rd unable to quell a revolt of the troops
fled to Ruhuna and anarchy prevailed in Raju Rata.

A Chola invasion followed and Chola viceroys ruled

over the country except Ruhuna, for 3 decades, rena-
ming Polonnaruwa, Jananathapura, and building
many great temples of stone and brick in the city.
In 1017 A.c. the Sinhalese king was captured and
deported, the Pandyan regalia which had been brought
to Cevlon 70 years previously by a refugee Pandyan
Prince and the Ceylon Crown jewels and treasures
were removed by the Cholas, thus ending the Anu.
radhapura cpoch.

The Polonnaruwa Period

The Chola viceroys meant Jananathapura to be
the capital of a Chola province and embellished the
city with great buildings in stone and brick and a
strong citadel. But in the South of Ceylon the Ruhuna
kings were still independent and sought lo oust the
Cholas from Raja Rata. But dissensions delayed
SUCCEss,
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A young prince, Kitti, when 15 years old, about
A.C. 1054 overcame his rivals and in A.c. 1055 became
King Vijayabahu 1st. He fought the Cholas, over-
came rebellions and finally gained Anuradhapura about
1069, lastly Polonnaruwa about 1072, renaming it
Vijayarajapura, a name soon forgotten. He married
a Kalinga princess while his sister was married to a
Pandyan Prince. On his death in a.c. 1111 a Kalinga
faction made his brother, the sole-King, Ruler and
maintained him at Polonnaruwa till his death in 1132,
when he was succeeded by Gaja Bahu 2nd A.c. 1132—
1153. Meanwhile the Pandyan faction ruled in Maya
Rata and Ruhuna Rara (divided into 2 realms) the three
kings being the three sons of the Pandyan Prince and
Vijaya Bahu's sister, Mitta, they also nominated as
Overlord a half-brother of Vijayabahu, Jayabahu,
who could not occupy Raja Rata and retired to Ruhuna
where he died in obscurity, in 1145. The son of the
Ruler of Maya Rara was ambitious, energetic, able and
determined. On succeeding to his father’s kingdom
Parakramabahu rcorganized the civil and military
administration and insisted on restoration of the irri-
gation works he made the declarations to his hesitant
nobles “not a drop of water shall reach the ocean
until it has rendered service to man,” and  what is there
a man ol cnergy cannot do.”

Parakramabahu the Great

After some baffled attempts, in A.c. 1153, Parak-
ramabahu, Ruler of Maya Rata is enthroned at Polon-
naruwa as Sovereign Lord of Ceylon and proceeds by
a protracted war to subdue rebellious Rufuna. On
subjugating Rufiuna he destroyed its autonomy; that of
Maya had already ceased and thus the ** Tri-Sinhala ™
was abolished. His 33 years of reign were of opulent
splendour at Polonnaruwa. Topawewa and its southern
neighbour were submerged in a larger reservoir, the
Parakrama Samudra; other tanks and the great
channels were repaired and improved, the Thupas at
Anuradhapura were repaired: Polonnaruwa had great
Thupas, ornate stone shrines and brick shrines, gigantic
stone statuary, well laid out parks, baths and gardens.
A military expedition to Burma was the sole instance
of interruption of the centuries old friendly relations
with that country. Another military expedition to
S. India was successful in the aid given to Pandyans
againsi the Cholas and an occupation of Rameswaram
for some years. Internal administration was not
neglected but the system depended on his personal rule.
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He compelled the three sects of Buddhist monks to
enter into a community, and had heresy banished.
Regard for Hindu religious ideas and for his Tamil
troops is evident in the architecture and stone-sculpture
the exteriors of the great temples are Hindu in deco-
ration; the bull, sacred to Shaivites and Vaishnavites
is omitted from every ornately carved threshold stone
so that its image will not be trod upon; morcover, the
bull was carved on the side of the guardstone in place
of the elephant. The next great king at Polonnaruwa
was the Kalinga prince, Nissanka Malla a.c. 1187—1196
who emulated Parakramabahu in building, remitted
taxes, travelled through his realm and adorned Dam-
bulla rock cave temple.

Sixth Tamil Usurpation

In A.c. 1215 only 29 years after Parakramabahu,
the military weakness of the Government was such that
a Kalinga prince, Magha was able to invade and over-
run the country with an army of only 24,000 Keralas
who destroyed temples, libraries, mansions and Dagabas
with ferocity; the Tooth-Relic was hidden in Kotmale
where it had been taken during the period of the puppets
of the generals.

Thus the Polonnaruwa period of glory was a brief
one of only 43 years.

Low Country Period

In Maya Rata a Sinhalese prince about A.c. 1220
increased his power and expelled the Keralas and be-
came King of Maya Rata, he made Dambadeniya his
royal capital; his son when grown up pushed the war
against the Keralas and conquered Polonnaruwa about
A.C, 1244 but immediately had to repel an invasion by
a Javanese pirate Chandrabhanu whose troops were
armed with blowpipes and poisoned arrows. A
Pandyan invasion was repelled, but in the next reign
Chandrabhanu with Tamils in his army was successful
to as far as Yapahu. Next, Pandyan invaders sacked
Yapahu and carried off the Tooth Relic. King Parak-
ramabahu the 3rd A.c. 1302— 1310 went to the Pandyan
Court and “ by persuasion and entreaty ™ obtained
the Relic. On his return he resided at Polonnaruwa.
The envoys from China seeking the Tooth-Relic and
the Bowl-Relic had gone back disappointed.

Gampola Period
After Kurunegala for two reigns, the capital was
Gampola in the Malaya district. The Mediaeval

temples of Lankatillake and Gadaladeniya were built
by the first Gampola King. In the time of the third,
an able and bold minister founded Kotte. Friar
Marignolli visiting Ceylon found Beruwala ruled by a
Muslim. Thu Batuta found Colombo ruled by an
Abyssinian and Puttalam ruled by a Tamil. Clearly
the royal power was weak against foreign settlers and
Jaflna was lost with a large portion of the mainland
in the north. Art and literature did not suffer the
same decline; Poetry especially flourished.. The seat
of Rovalty shifted to Dedigama, Rayigam and finally
to Kotte.

The Koite Period

The position was not pleasant. Relations with

'S, India were hostile; Jaffna claimed independence and

once tried to exact tribute; the old friendly relations
with Kalinga Magadha and Orissa had long ceased:
China was still a friend, but trouble occurred early in
the fifteenth century when the Chinese visitor, Ching-Ho
met with suspicion and rudeness and left much offended.
He came back with troops in a.c. 1411, deposed and
removed the Kotle King to China. The prince selected
or permitted by the Chinese to rule Ceylon paid tribute
even as late as 1459. The military weakness of the
royal dynasty was the cause of decline in power and a
dread of absorption by South Tndian kingdoms but
even this dread did not prevent family quarrels and acts
of violence. The canal from Hendala to Negombo
Lagoon was constructed by King Parakramabahu 8th
who had to quell the consequent revolt of the cultivators
whose ficlds were ruined by the salt water coming from
the canal. The conguest of Jaffna by a Sinhalese prince
indicates that the Sinhalese of the Kolte period were
capable -of greater achievements if bold leaders were
forthcoming. Ceylon had lost the commercial and
cultural contacts with Asiatic countries, except for the
solitary exception of an embassy in A.c. 1476 of monks
from Pegu [or canonical ordinations. The island was
now to make contact with mercantile and vigorous
colonization from Europe.

The Portuguese Period
The Portuguese Vasco Da Gama had rounded the
“ Cape of Storms™ and reached India in A.c. 1497.
The adventurous and brave nation resolved to capture
the Indian trade and in three years a fleet under Admiral
Pedro Alvare Cabral set out with the sanction and
blessing of the Pope. rounded the cape now called
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“ Cape of Good Hope ™ and reached Calicut on the
30th August, 1500. Beforc 5 vears had elapsed the
Portuguese owned ports and trading stations on the
west coast of India and maintained a Viceroy at Goa
with civil and military jurisdiction. Late in the year,
1505 the Viceroy sent an expedition to the Maldivian
Islands under command of his son, Lourens de Almeida:
contrary winds forced it to Colombo on November
15th, 1505; as the ships did not carry the usual ready-
made padra a boulder on the ridge of rocks bounding
the Gal boka was engraved with * the Cross of Christ
and the Arms of the King of Portugal * (now placed
in the Gordon Gardens). At the interview with the,
King at Kotte the Portuguese envoys were granted
permission to erect a factory, and to trade in cinnamon,
etc., and undertook to guard the ports of Ceylon against
invaders. There were factions and interested traders
against the newcomers erecling of a factory and con-
sequent demolition of the Portuguese Fort, but by a.c.
1521 the Portuguese were in an advantageous position
owing to the dissensions in the Royal Family. The
King interviewed in 15035, had been dethroned by his
two sons; the son reigning in A.c. 1521 had his palace
sacked, was dethroned and killed by the three sons of
himself and a brother by a joint wife.

Sinhalese Dissension

The three Princes divided the kingdom into three
parls; the youngest Rayigam Bandara, ruled over
Pasdun, Rayigam and Walallawiti Korales, the next,
Mayadunne, had Sabaragamuwa and somc adjacent
tracks of land and reigned at Sitavaka; the eldest,
Bhuyanaike Bahu, (7th aA.c. 1521 -—1350) was the
Overlord of all Ceylon and ruled over the kingdom of
Kotte from Mannar to Hambantota: other parts
considered tributary to Kotte were the Wanni, Jaffna,
Trincomalee, Batticaloa districts and the principalities
of Uva and of ** Kandy.,” Rayigam Bandara lived in
tranquillity and obscurity and passed out of history.
Mayadunne, the most capable of the three, was
ambitious and strove hard to displace Bhuvanaike
Bahu and be Overlord of Ceylon: except for a period
from 1539—1547 he was perpetually at war with Kotte
and the Portuguese. 1t was certain that but for the
Portuguese, Mayadunne might have ousted the feckless
King of Kotte who became increasingly dependent on
the Portuguese: they came for cinnamon, pepper, etc.,
now their chief official in the island was ** Captain-
General of the Conquest.”
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Portuguese Ascendancy in Maritime Area

About August, 1541 a ship reached Lisbon with
an effigy of the King’s infant grandson and heir,
Dharmapala; the body was of silver, the head of gold
and ivory, the accompanying crown was decked with
gems. The King of Portugal complied with the request
to crown the image and to proclaim Dharmapala heir
to the throne of Ceylon. The embassy from Ceylon
returned with six Franciscan Friars. Conversions
were many and Dharmapala was baptised as a youth
and was a Catholic King; Mayadunne and his valiant
son, Rajasinha the Ist, 1554—1593 gained many ad-
herents, in consequence the fights against the Portuguese
were desperately pursued. Colombo was besieged and
in danger. Tn 1580, Rajasinha annexed the kingdom of
“ Kandy ™ but when he renounced Buddhism and be-
came @ Hindu, there was discontent and the Prince of
Uva invited the regent named by the fugitive previous
King of Kandy to take the realm; the Portuguese
seized the opportunity to send a force under their
protege Don Juan (Konappu Bandara) whose father
had been treacherously killed by order of Rajasinha.
The prince nominated regent was another Portuguese
protege, the refugee, Don Philip. On the army reaching
the hill country at Wahakotte, Don Philip was pro-
claimed King. A Fort was built on reaching Gan-
noruwa on the river bank opposite to Peradeniya. On
the death of Don Philip from an unknown cause.

The Kandyan Realm comes into Existence

Don Juan proclaimed himself King, redeemed
allegiance to the Portuguese and Catholicism and
maintained his position against Rajasingha in 1592,
and against the Portuguese in 1594. When he repelled
the latter invasion he captured Dona Catherina, the
heiress to the throne, whom the Portuguese had brought
up for crowning as queen, and married her. By
Rajasingha’s death early in 1593, the Portuguese were
able to gain his kingdom; by Don Juan Dharmapala’s
Donatis Causa Mortis of 1580 and his will, the King of
Portugal was his heir and on his death in 1597, the Portu-
guese became rulers of all the Maritime area of Ceylon
including Jaffna which they had conquered in 1591,
But the central part of the island maintained its inde-
pendence' and its Sinhalese King, once a Portuguese
trained fighter in their service, held his own against
them. The new kingdom was in the mountainous area
the “ Kanda uda Rata” and he was to the Portuguese
the * Kanda uda Raja” which became the ““ kanda
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raja,” hence the King of Kandy, a new name for the
capital which was known as Senkadagala Nuwara or
Maha Nuwara; the Dutch and English continued the
usage of the word Kandy; one questionable result was
the coming into use of the term Kandyan to designate
the Sinhalese population of the Central Kingdom.

The Portuguese in the earlicst period posed as
auxiliaries of the King of Kotte, Overlord of Ceylon,
fighting his battles against Mayadunne aspirant for the
Overlordship, guarding his ports against foreigners and
quelling rebellions. They became heirs to his territory
and rights and regarded the King as holding a tributary
kingdom.

Enter the Dutch

In Kandy a contrary belief arose and grew strong
o that by the time of Rajasinha 2nd A.c. 1629—1687,
the King and court considered that the Sinhalese king
at Kandy was Overlord of Ceylon, the maritime area
subordinate and tributary to Kandy and the Portuguese
mutinous rebels deserving expulsion. Cinnamon and
pepper were as attractive to Dutch merchants as they
had been to the Portuguese and ‘the Dutch East India
Co., had sent envoys to the King, who in return had sent
envoys to witness off Goa a naval baltle in which the
Dutch defeated the Portuguese. The King then decided
to obtain the services of the Dutch to expel the Portu-
guese " interlopers.”

Disagreements

The King and the Dutch were on bad terms until
1652, when war against the Portuguese was resumed.
When Colombo was taken in 1656, Rajasinha’s army
was merely an onlooker as at Batticaloa, Negombo and
Galle. TIn the fights for Negombo the Portuguese sent
troops by the Hendala canal as well as by land. Raja-
sinha’s demand for Colombo Fort was countered by the
claim for arrears of expenses unpaid. He was very
angry and acted against the Dutch in many ways. In
1664, owing to a rebellion, Rajasinha fled to Hangu-
ranketa and then wrote to the Dutch for assistance: in
1665, they annexed great parts of Four Korales and

Sabaragamuwa. About 1671, the King accepted
overtures from the French. Theirs was conslant

friction till his death in 1687. There was as constant
friction during the 20 years of his son’s reign. In 1723
and 1736 the cinnamon peelers were in revolt until
grievances were redressed in the latter year,
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Hostility

The Kandyans were frequently commilting ag-
gressions and in 1760, set up a revolt of land owners in
DButch territory. Now, but too late, the Dutch had
learnt that the Portuguese had held their territory as
lawful heirs of the last King of Kotte and changed their
own claim to one of conquest from the Portuguese. In
1761, the Kandyans captured Matara and Hambantota
and some frontier possessions. In 17635, an expedition
under Governor Van Eck occupied Kandy but when
provisions were failing and sickness setting in fought
its way out without loss; Van Eck had left earlier and
died 3 weeks after reaching Colombo. His successor
Falck made an advanlageous peace in 1766, abolishing
the annual embassy for permission to cul cinnamon
in the King’s territory, and confirming to the Dutch the
ownership of all the territory in the maritime area, thus
cutting ofl’ the Kandyans from the sea. TIn 1772, the
Kandyan Court asked for a share in the Pearl Fishery,
and in 1776, tried to get a bit of the Coast, It also
wanted to revive the yearly embassy for leave to peel
cinnamon which had been abrogated in the 1766 trealy;
the Court was communicating with the French who took
Trincomalie in 1782; it was restored to the Dutch by
the Peace of Paris in 1784. Governor Van de Graff
took firm measures, and peace prevailed owing to the
Kandyan scarcity of salt and the failure of any prospect
of French aggression. In January, 1794, 1. G. Van
Angelbeek was Governor.

British Intervention

In December, 1794, the French invaded Holland
and established the Batavian Republic. The Prince of
Orange, Stadtholder, wed and resided in Kew near
London. After correspondence with the British
Government and receipt of assurance and he issued a
letter to colonial governors and commanders that to
prevent French annexation they should permit British
ships and British troops to eccupy ports and Forts.
The Governor of Madras invited Van Angelbeek to
comply since all would be restored to the Dutch when
peace was made. On the assumption that the new
Republic was only an institution imposed by the French,
the Duich autherities in Ceylon intended to comply
but later intelligence that it was a popular movement
caused opinion to be divided.

The British appeared first at Trincomalie and were
refused admittance by the commandant, they landed
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A REVIEW OF CEYLON HISTORY

unopposed; the Dutch at Colombo decided to stand by
the Batavian Republic and to refuse admission to the
British, The British on receiving this information
resorted to force. The Forts at Trincomalie were
bombarded and yielded, Batticaloa and JaMa followed,
Colombo was forced to capitulate to the superior forces
of the British on February 16th, 1796. By the Treaty
of Amiens in 1802, Holland ceded Ceylon to the British.

The Kandyan Realm except, for the military raids
by the Portuguese, and the disagreement with its Dutch
allies, had a fairly uneventful caresr from aA.c. 1590 to
A.C. 1739 when the dynasty came to an end for lack of a
legitimate heir and the Chiels put on the throne a Tamil,
a brother of the queen. Sections in the Court were still
prevalent when the third King of the Tamil dynasty died
in 1798, two years after the British occupation of the
Maritime Provinces and the fourth Tamil King was
placed on the throne,

British Maritime Period

The Maritime Provinces taken from the Dutch
were administrated by 3 successive military commanders
of the troops with Madrassi civil employees for two
years but in 1798, a Governor was appointed by the King
* of England though the East Tndia Company still owned
the territory; Governor North instituted reforms and
sent back the Madrassi oppressors. In 1802, Ceylon
wis allotted to England in the Treaty of Amiens and
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was made a Crown Colony. Governor North caused
to be Treasurer and President of the Supreme Court
and was given an Advisory Council of three, the Chief
Justice, the General Commanding troops and the Chiefl
Secretary,
Disaster

North was involved in secret conferences with the
chief minister of the King of Kandy and in 1803, a
British force occupied Kandy but met the same fate as
Portuguese conquering raiders had ecountered, namely:
sickness, overwhelming numbers of assailants and
massaere,

Peril Overcome

The King of Kandy's consequent invasions of
British territory in 1803, were repelled with difficulty
and the next Governor Maitland who came in 1805,
refrained from warlike or other hostile actions and left
the Kandyans alone.

Invasion of Kandyan Territory

Governor Brownrigg came in 1812, and was soon
interested in the question of the independence of the
large central area, the Kandyan realm. The King’s
severities and the barbarities practised on some British
subjects gave Brownrigg reasons, the disaffection of the
Chiefs pave him opportunities, and in 1815, an unop-
posed British army invaded the Kingdom and occupied
Kandy from which the King had fled.
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THE""PROGRESS - ' OF

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK

By

IN CEYLON

S. PARANAVITANA, C.B.E, PA.D., Hon. D, Lirt,,

Archaeological Commissioner.

cattered over the length and breadth of Ceylon are
S relies of the ancient civilisation which, having been
introduced into the Island by the Arvan-speaking
people who colonised it some five centuries before the
beginning of the present era, flourished in full vigour
up to the thirteenth century. These relics are of various
types: they may be caves, with very little of man’s
handiwork about them in which the ancient Buddhist
hermits contemplated on the ultimate verities: or
stupendous mounds formed by the crumbling down
of the solid hemi-spherical structures of brick masonry
raised in order to enshrine corporeal relics of the
Buddha: or columns of granite and platforms of moul-
ded stone from ruined edifices of ancient times: or
Buddha images which symbolised the highest spiritual
aspirations of the people of those days: or other varied
types of sculpture bearing witness to the existence of
a highly mature and ftechnically developed art; or
ancient inscriptions engraved on stone which give us
glimpses into the political social and economic life of
the past, or vestiges ol military engineering in which

difficulties set by nature have been over-come with a
boldness and ingenuity evoking our admiration.
Irrigation works, some of them still lving abandoned
for centuries and others once again made to serve their
original purpose, meel the traveller wherever he goes in
those regions of the Island which saw the flowering of
the ancient civilisation. These remains are more
abundant in the districts that are now called the dry
zone, in which were located the cities which one after
the other served as the capitals of the kings who ruled
the Island for a millennium and a half beginning from
the third century before the present era.

Due to a variety of causes, the decay of this civili-
sation set in during the thirteenth century. The ancient
capital cities of Anuradhapura and Polonnaruva were
abandoned and the maintenance of the great irrigation
works was neglected. The centre of government was
shifted further and further to the south and the regions
which were once thickly populated were given over to
the jungle and the wild beasts. The palaces and temples

Kelaniya Temple. B.C. 300.
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THE PROGRESS OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK IN CEYLON

which adorned the ancient cities were either destroyed
in warfare caused by foreign invasions and civil dis-
sension or gradually mouldered into ruins by the forces
ol nature. The sparse population limited to a few
villages separated from one another by stretches of dense
jungle had to fight a losing battle against great odds for
mere existence and the memory of the achievements of
carlier days gradually faded. Stories of vast hordes of
treasures buried at these ancient sites led to indiscrimi-
nate diggings resulting in irreparable damage to, or
total loss of priceless works of ancient art.

i
SRR
s ot

The Bo-Tree at the Sacred City of Anuradhapura.

The antiquities of Ceylon began to attract the
attention of British administrators and scholars very
soon after the whole Island became a part of the British
Empire in 1815. This was due fo the general interest
then being evinced by scholars in Europe in the mode
of life and traditions of peoples who had come under
their rule. Articles dealing with the antiquities of
Ceylon were published in learned journals in Europe
and books giving general account of the Island very
often devoted some space to the notice of ancient

remains which had come within the notice of their
authors. The peace and prosperity consequent on
British rule made the people of the Island, too, devote
some thought to their past traditions which resulted in
endeavours made by the Buddhists te testore the sacred
shrines as places of worship. The opening of com-
munications resulted in more and more people from
the modern centres of population visiting Anuradha-
pura for purposes of religious worship and shrines
which had been neglected and almost forgotten for
centuries were once more occupied, cleared of the

The oldest Tree in the world. (over 200 B.C.)

jungle, and brought to a condition satisfying to the
devotees as far as the limited financial resources avail-
able for the purpose would permit. A beginning was
also made during the latter half of the last century to
restore some of the old irrigation works and te bring
once again under cultivation lands that had been
abandoned for centuries. The ancient capital of
Anuradhapura and, in the south, Tissamaharama thus
began Lo attract the attention not only of pilgrims and
antiquaries but also of engineers, administrators and
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THE PROGRESS OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK IN CEYLON

traders. While this focussing of attention on the relics
of the past had beneficent results in general, it also led
to much vandalism being perpetrated by the utilitarian
outlook of those who had in hand the development of
lands newly cleared and the uninformed piety of re-
ligious enthusiasts for whom what mattered was Lo
make these ancient shrines look like the temples at
which they were wont to worship in the localities from
which they hailed.

Official interest in the antiquities of the Tsland was
first manifested in 1871 when a series of photographs of
the monuments at Polonnaruva and Anuradhapura was
prepared and published by Lawton. This was followed
by the description of the principal remains at Anuradha-
pura, illustrated by plans prepared by Smither. During
the same decade also a seasch for and publication of
inscriptions was undertaken by two German scholars,
Goldschmidt and Muller, assisted by Mudaliyar L. de
Zoysa. But this interest was sporadic. No attempt
was made to protect the antiquities and the law of the
land did not make any provision for the purpose.

It was in 1890 that the State admitted its obligation
for the protection of the relics of ancient culture by
instituting a separate Government department for this
purpose. The Archaeological Survey started in that
year was placed under the dircction of H.C.P. Bell, a
Civil Servant who had shown a keen interest in his-
torical studies in general and Ceylon Antiquities in
particular. Bell remained at the head of the Archaco-
logical Survey until 1912 and during this period of
more than two decades he carried out a great deal of
pioneer work, under circumstances the arduousness of
which it is difficult to realise today. He reclaimed from
the jungle scores of historical buildings at Anuradha-
pura, Polonnaruva, Sigiri, Mihintale and a number of
other places in the Island. He also collected hundreds
of inscriptions, a number of which he himself decip-
hered, translated and published.

He was also instrumental in initiating the publi-
cation, under'the editorship of D. M. de Z. Wickrema-
singhe of the Epigraphia Zeylanica in which selected
inscriptions have been dealt with learnedly and exhaus-
tively. Wickremasinghe continued this work until
1928 and was responsible for two volumes of the
Epigraphia Zeylanica.

An Ordinance for the protection of antiquities was
included in the Statute Book in 1900, but during this

early period of the Archaeological Department em-
phasis was laid in exploration and excavation. It was
only in special cases as, lor instance, with regard to the
Lankatilaka at Polonnaruva, that the conservation or
partial restoration of such monuments as were crumb-
lirg down was regarded as a responsibility of the
department.

E. R. Ayrton who succeeded Bell as Archasclogical
Commissioner had worked with Flinders Petrie in
Egypt. He started with enthusiasm to carry out a
sysfematic programme of research and conservation
bul his career was tragically cut short just while the
First World War was damping the enthusiasm of the
authorities for cultural undertakings. The department
thus was in abeyance for seven years at the end of which
in 1920, A. M. Hocart was placed in charge of it.
During his ten years of office, Hocarl contributed
much for archaeology in Ceylon both by his own work
and by making provision for the work to continue in
the future. [ll-health forced him to retire in 1930 on
the eve of the great economic depression and it was only
in 1936 that the department again had a permanent
head. Mr. A. H. Longhurst, who directed operations
from 1935 to 1940, concentrated on conservation, but
the Sccond World War once again made archacology
in Ceylon to go through lean times. In the meantime,
the Antiquities Ordinance passed in 1940 has afforded
betler protection to the antiquities and has made
provision enabling the Department to intervene and
control the restoration of monuments which are not on
Crown Land.

With the end of the Second World War and Ceylon
entering a new phase in her history as a self governing
member of the British Commonwealth in 1948, the
authorities have realised the importance of preserving
the cultural heritage of the nation and, the funds voted
for archaeological work has yearly increased until the
prevailing financial stringency has checked progress.
Even after making allowance for the vastly enhanced
cost of labour and material, the department during the
last seven years has had at its command financial
resources which it could not boast of at any other
period in its history, and the results achieved will make
it obvious to any visitor to the historic sites that the
public funds voted for this purpose have been profitably
spent.
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THE PROGRESS OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK IN CEYLON

The primary responsibility ol the department is the
maintenance, in proper condition, of the monuments
that have already been reclaimed [rom the jungle. It is
a task requiring constant vigilance and the expenditure
ol considerable labour and money to prevent the jungle
tide submerging once more those monuments ol art and
architecture which the department has in its charge in
the thousands ol acres of archaeological reserves in
various parts of the Island. This work has been
carried out in such a manner that the numerous visitors
to the ancient sites can go about the monuments in ease
and comfort and admire or study any monuments in
which they are interested. For this purpose the depart-
ment has had to open several miles of motorable roads
and numerous [oot-paths. The attractiveness ol the
surroundings of the monuments has been enhanced by
planting flowery trees, sign-boards giving the identity
and dates of important monuments have been set up.

The next in point of urgency is the Conservation of
such monuments as are likely to deteriorate if preventive
measures are not taken in time. Very often, Time has
reduced a once beautiful edifice to a shapeless heap of
rubble and the student who sees a monument in that
condition finds it difficult to understand its architectural
design or to grasp the purpose of the various scattered
fragments. The conservation of such dilapidated
monuments is virtually restoration, either partial or
complete. For this purpose, elaborate drawings have
to be prepared to guide the workmen and the position
of ecach dismembered unit has Lo be ascertained by
patient investigation, Examples of such conservation
work recently carried out by the department are the
Kuttam Pokuna at Anuradhapura, the Royal Baths
al the same place, the Circular Shrine at Madirigiri and
the Flight of Steps at Mihintale. The conservation of
the remains of Kassapa’s Palace on the summit of the
Sigiri Rock excavated half a century ago by Bell, may
be specially mentioned. Of monuments which are not
on Crown land, the work carried out by the department
in restoring the wooden hall at the Ambakke Devale
near Kandy and the remains of the stone-work of the
shrine which enclosed the colossal Buddha at Avkana.

It is by revealing the handiwork of man that has
been lying buried for centuries that the archaeologist
makes important contributions to a knowledge of the
past.  The department’s record in this direction during
the last eighi years has been remarkable. The ex-
cavation of the mound hitherto known as the Tomb of
Elala has definitely established that this is the old
Dakkhina Thupa built at the spot where the mortal
remains of Dutthagamini, the national hero of the
Sinhalese were cremated. The excavations at Panduvas-
Nuvara has revealed the ground plan of the palace in
which Parakramabahu the Great resided when he was
the ruler of Mayarata. The work at Madirigiri and
Tirivay has revealed the full details of the most in-
teresting Circular shrines al these places. At Anu-
radhapura have been brought to light the remains of
the palace in which the greal Vijayabahu resided and
at Periyakulam have been exposed the remains of a
Buddhist shrine maintained by the Tamils during the
period of Chola rule in the eleventh century. At
Mahiyangana, Mihintale and Dadigama have been
brought to light examples of ancient paintings and
other objects of great historical, religious and artistic
interest. The architectural remains revealed in these
excavations have been duly conserved and the movable
objects arranged in a Museum at Anuradhapura, or
preserved in sir under the custody of those who are
legally entitled to their ownership.

The results of the rescarch work carried out by the
department have been made popularly available to the
public in a series of guide books. Picture post cards
intended to make the works of arl and architecture
familiar to the average educated person have also been
issued. For the benefit of scholars who are interested
in a deeper study of the ancient culture of the Island,
monographs and papers dealing with certain aspects of
the monuments and their interpretation have been
published both at home and abroad or are in the press.
In this connection, mention may be made of Vol. VI ol
the Memoirs which deals with the shrine of Upulvan at
Devundara and the extensive work on the Sigiri graffiti,
which is being printed at the Oxford University Press.
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WILD ANIMALS OF CEYLON

By

C. W. NICHOLAS

' ATURE has richly endowed our comparatively

small Dominion with a great variety of wild ani-
mals distributed in distinctive climatic environments, the
wet and dry zones of the lowlands and the lower and
upper montane zones of the highlands. It was a duly
of the Sinhalese Kings, who from the 3rd century B.C.
to the 18th century A.p. were Buddhist rulers, to give
protection to wild beasts. birds and fishes, and many
localities, including **the 12 great tanks™ and the
territory within 6 leagues of the ancient capital, Anu-
radhapura, were declared by roval edicts engraved
upon stone to be Sanctuaries lor animals. Tt is
against this historical background of over 2000 years
of Wild Lile protection that we must view the present
status of our wild animal populations. Only one
indigenous animal, the Gaur, (Sinhalese, Gavara),
can be said to have become extinct and this probably
occurred in the 18th century. The realily and the
effectiveness of the protection allorded in ancient times
are evident from the works of Portuguese, Dutch and
early British authors who make frequent references
in their writings to the great abundance of wild animals
throughout the country,

Today, the wild animal population is most abun-
dant in the forests and plains of the lowland dry zone,
The jungles of the wet and montane zones have largely
given way to tea, rubber, coconut and other plantations,
leaving the large, undeveloped areas of the dry zone as
the main habitat of Wild Life. But development of
the dry zone is being accelerated and it is to be hoped
that the day is [ar distant when living space lor wild
animals will be available only in the Wild Life
Reserves.

Among the larger animals, the Ceyvlon Elephant
stands first.
tractable of all the races of the Asiatic Elephant and
for this reason has been highly prized in other lands
from the earliest historical times. The Greeks and the
Romans esteemed the Elephant of Ceylon above all
others. It was one of the principal export products

It is the most intelligent and the most

of this country up to the 19th century. But today the
position 1s vastly different, The present status of the
Ceylon Elephant is precarious and if the present rate
of destruction continues its extinction appears to be
unavoidable. But its survival could be ensured. Wild
Elephants are persistent and formidable raiders of
cultivated crops and every vyear many animals are
killed and more wounded while engaged in or attemp-
ting these depredations. Effective methods of driving
them away without recourse Lo shootling are available,
but they entail much greater effort and vigilance on the
part of those engaged in watching crops by night.
From the most ancient times wild Elephants have
been captured and tamed and emploved in the service
of man. Three methods of capturing are now em-
ployed, (i) Kraaling, introduced by the Portuguese,
(ii) sctting traps along the routes taken by the herds to
water during the dry season, and (iil) pursuing and
noosing, the special technique of the Panikkars.
Casualties are lowest in Kraaling, but it is by far the
most costly method today. In the Sinhalese Kingdom,
the State Flephant, upon which the King rode, was
first among tame Elephants and was always a tusker.
Next came the war Elephants and, after them, the
working Elephants. These last were
emploved principally the of timber
and stone and it was with their aid that the great
buildings of the past, now in ruins, were constructed.
All tame Elephants took part in religious and cere-
monial processions, gaily caparisoned and preceded
and followed by whirling dancers and drummers. In
the Ceylon race of Elephants tuskers are comparatively
few, certainly less than one in ten of male Elephants.
The largest of our Elephants stand over ten feet in
height at the shoulder, but specimens of this size are
exceptional. Large herds of wild Elephants are now
very rare even in the Wild Life Reserves, and to see
a herd of 25 or more is an unusual experience. Solitary
bull Elephants are often met with. Occasionally, one of
these turns “* rogue ™ and has to be destroyed.
male Elephant in good health, wild or tame, enters into
a period of * must” of 2 to 3 weeks duration at a
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WILD ANIMALS OF CEYLON

certain time every year, and during this period they
exhibit aggressiveness and some become delinitely
dangerous. The Elephant's vision is poor and his
sense of hearing is not acute, but his power of scent is
highly developcdf a skilled tracker could approach an
Elephant up-wind to very close quarters. Elephants
are wholly vegetarian in their food. They must have
waler and are fastidious in their selection of it, rejecting
brackish and dirty or befouled water. They are good
swimmers and cross rivers easily.

Next in size to the Elephant is the Wild Buffalo, a
formidable animal which goes about in herds of 10 to
50 individuals. Like Elephants, Wild Buffaloes are
captured and domesticated. The Buffalo’s eyesight is
probably better than that of any other wild animal: its
senses of hearing and smell are also well developed. An
essential requirement in the Buffalo’s habitat is water:
it must, at all seasons, have water or watery mud to lie
or wallow in. During the greater part of the day it lies
in the water and goes out to feed in the mornings and
evenings and during the night. Lone, bull Buffaloes,
each keeping to his own territory in which there is one
favourite puddle, are often met with, and some of them
are liable to be dangerous. Herd Buffaloes are usually
timid and stampede on being approached.

The Sambhur is the largest animal of the Deer
family. It is a forest-loving species, shy and retiring,
and not inclined to be gregarious except in well-
favoured localities in the Reserves. Like the Buffalo,
but to a lesser degree, the Sambhur needs water-holes
or damp places to wallow in. A large Sambhur
stag in full horn noble animal of impres-
sive size. The Sambhur occurs from seca-level up
to the highest clevations and is equally at home
in the mountains as on the plains. By far the most
common of the game animals is the Spotted Deer.
In the Reserves it is often seen in companies of 50 to
300, individual herds which may range from 5 to 30
animals mingling freely on common grazing grounds,
It is a timid animal, easily stampeded, and the favourite
food of the Leopard. The Hog-Deer, an animal
introduced by the Dutch into the maritime belt, now
fully opened up and thickly populated, between
Moratuwa and Hikkaduwa, is believed to have become
extinct within the last decade,

18 a
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The Wild Pig is fairly abundant at all elevations.
It normally occurs in sounders of 10 to 30, but large,
lone Boars are frequently met with. Rarely does a
Leopard venture an encounter with a solitary Boar.
And if he attempts to pick off a straggler in a sounder
he must have a tree or other means of escape at hand for
the sounder will turn on him en masse.
destructive to crops: they also eat carrion.

Pigs are

The Sloth Bear is the animal most widely feared
by the jungle villagers who rightly regard it as the most
dangerous denizen of the forest. 1t possesses powerful
teeth and long, naked claws and is of uncertain tempera-
ment. A she-Bear with cubs is particularly liable to
turn aggressive. The Bear avoids the proximity of
human habitation and human activity and is the first
animal to retire before the felling and clearing ope-
rations which precede the development of new land.
But in its remote retreats it is liable 1o resent intrusion.
A Bear rarely kills a man but it inflicts frightful, dis-
figuring wounds on face and body. Bears are agile in
climbing trees and are very fond of bees’ honey, termites
and certain kinds of [ruit. They are more common in
the northern dry zone than in the southern.

Among the carnivora, the Leopard is the largest
and most destructive animal. Large Leopards measure
over 7 [eet from head to tail and are exceedingly hand-
some animals, Though Lecopards avoid man and are
not often seen, they are not rare. They possess ex-
tremely sharp sight and hearing, arc inclined to be
nocturnal by habit and make themsclves inconspicuous
in order to facilitate the hunting of their prey. More-
over, they are often impeded in their hunting journeys
through the forest by accompanying warning cries and
calls of squirrels, monkeys, pealowl, spotted deer and
Leopards leed chiefly on all kinds of deer,
voung buffaloes and cattle. To follow up a woinded
Leopard is a necessary but very dangerous proceeding,
Man-eating

sambhur,

requiring cxtreme vigilance and caution.
Leopards in Ceylon have been very rare.

Smaller animals. such as the Red Deer, Mouse
Deer, Jackals, Monkeys, Hare, Porcupines, Mongoose,
Squirrels, Otters, Pangolins, Wild Cats and Loris, are
too numerous to be specilied individually.
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WILD ANIMALS OF CEYLON

Reptiles, from crocodiles td snakes and lizards,
occur in large numbers and great variety, Crocodiles,
till recently, were found in nearly every tank, lake and
lagoon in the dry zone, but the trade in skins has revived
The

largest and most dangerous crocodiles are the river

and now they are uncommon in the village tanks.

crocodiles of the Bentota Ganga, Gin Ganga, Nil Ganga
The

largest snake is the Python, which sometimes measures

and Walawe Ganga in the Southern Province.

over 15 feet. Russell’s Viper, the Cobra and the Krait

are poisocnous snakes whose bile can be fatal to man i

a lethal dose is inmjected. The largest of the many
lizards is the Water Lizard or Kabaragoya, a larger

reptile than the commoner Talagoya.
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Many birds are endemic or peculiar to Ceylon.
The largest of the indigenous birds are the handsome
Peafowl, and Pelicans and Storks. Birds of brilliant
plumage or striking appearance arc Orioles, Barbels,
Woodpeckers, Rollers, Fly-catchers, Hoopoes, Jungle
Fowl, Kingfishers, Minivets, Trogons, Malkohas,
Sunbirds, Bee-eaters, Pigeons, Grackles, Toras, Horn-
bills, Parrots, Drongos, Jacanas, Cuckoos, Ibis,
Shamas, Spoonbills and Egrets.  Ceylon is the southern
terminus ol the migration routes across the Indian
continent and great numbers of migrant birds, notably
Flamingos, Wild Ducks, Snipe, Plover, Curlew,
Whimbrel, Pittas, and a host of Waders visit the Island
during the North-cast monsoon, adding greatly to and
enriching the indigenous bird populations of the
lagoons, lakes and inland tanks.
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CRAFTS AND
OF CEYLON

By

GATE MUDALIYAR N. WICKRAMFRATNE,

HE indigenous arts and crafts and the craltsmen

of Ceylon are of very ancient origin and have

contributed in a large measure to the cultural and
economic development of the nation.

The legends of Ravana describe the enormous
natural wealth found in Lanka and speak of golden
ramparts, crystal palaces and gem-studded ornaments.
It is also stated that when Lord Buddha visited Kali-
yanipura (modern Kelaniva) a gem-set throne was
offercd to him. This throne is enshrined in the Dagoba
which stands to this day at Kelaniya temple.

The great impetus given to the development of
crafts since the arrival of Vijaya and his followers is
recorded in various chronicles connected with the
history of the Island. [In the early 2nd century of the
Buddhist Era in the reign of Pandukabhaya a city came
to be built which had a Nagara Guptika, a mayor, 500
sweepers of streets, 200 cleaners of sewers and 180
bearers of the dead and another 150 watchmen in the
cemeteries.  This would show the rapid progress made
by our craftsmen within less than a hundred years of
the birth «f our nation.

The numerous gigantic tanks scattered over the
country and the great Stupas and temples go to show the
important part played by our arts and craftsmen in our
civilization of the past. The contribution made by our
village artisan, the brick-maker in the erection of great
Stupas and Dagobas and the skilled workmanship of
our stone carvers in the supplying of gneiss stone pillars,
ornamental railings and moonstones, guard stones and
images found in our ruined cities, the Sigiriva frescos
and paintings go to show the highly developed state of
our national arts. The gold, silver, ivory and brass

artistic finds in treasure troves and caskets found in

- excavations of old ruins, are further evidence of the
great part played by our artisans in the civilisation of the
- past.

This was made possible due to the availability of
national wealth which produced the raw materials and
the overwhelming patronage extended by the monarchs
who ruled the destinies of the Kingdom, Their patro-
nage was extended in many ways, such as by granting

high titles and honours, land for enjoyment in per-
petuity and by the establishment of institutions and
appointment of master craftsmen or Mulachariyas to
direct them.

The great chronicle of the Sinhalese, the * Maha-
* refers to the work of art done by the Sinhalese
craftsmen from time to time in connection with the
building of monasteries, temples and Dagobas. A vivid
account of the building of the great Stupa, Ruwanveli-
saya, 1s given in the Mahavansa in detail. This was an
event that happened some 2,000 years ago. Recent
activities in connection with the restoration of this great
Stupa have proved the accuracy of the descriptions
given in the chronicle. The designing of the Dagoba is
described thus —

vansa

¥ The King questioned him saying: * In what

form will thou make the Cetiyva?’® At that

moment Visvakarma entered into him (the

master craftsman). When the master

builder had a golden bowl filled with

water, he took water in his hand and let it

fall on the surface of the water. - A great

bubble rose up like unto a half-globe of

crystal. Hesaid: * Thus will | make it.

This is how the great Stupa, Ruwanvelisaya Dagoba

was designed by our craftsmen. The chronicle con-
tinues—

“ Now well pleased the King bestowed on him
a pair of garments, with a thousand (pieces
of money) and ornamental shoes and
twelve thousand kahapanas.”

This shows how royalty patronised the craftsmen in the
old days.

The chronicler gives details of every item of
craftsmanship. The gold, silver, brass and ivory picces
of relics found in the recent excavations of the remains
of the Dagoba in connection with its restoration
revealed the ingenuity and originality of these crafts-
men. The appointment of such master craftsmen or
Mulachariyas continued throughout the reigns of the
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INDIGENOUS CRAFTS & CRAFTSMEN OF CEYLON

monarchs of this country and the last occupant of the
post of Mularchariya appointed by the last King at
Senkadagola (1798-1815 a.p.) lived in Mangalagama in
Satara Korale (Kegalla District). His descendants are
very conscious of the high honour enjoyed by their
ancestor. This Mularchariya is said to have made the
golden throne and other * Sive-setta abharana’ of the
King of Kandy. Even today there are many of his
families of skilled craftsmen living in the neighbourhood
of this village.

This time honoured royal patronage, disappeared
with the loss of the sovereignty of the country some
150 years ago and the craftsmen were placed in a very
They not only lost the
royal patronage but also lost all avenues lor obtaining
their raw materials which were abundantly found in the
Forest laws and other laws prohibiting the
exploitation of natural wealth for the use of the artisan
crippled his progress. Importation of foreign goods to

disadvantageous position.

country.

| Sl ...'and the girls provided all the home needs’ I

the detriment of local enterprise further told on the
production of local goods.

[n this last lap of our independent sovereignty the
patronage of royalty and the ingenuity of our craftsmen
can still be seen from what is left of the old palace of the
Kings of Senkadagala, the inner shrine room of the
Tooth Relic temple and the wooden pillars at the
Magul Maduwa—the Audience Hall and from various
gold, silver and other ollerings.

But during the last one hundred and fifty years no
such patronage was given to the ancient crafts and arts.
The artisan lost the patronage of the rulers, lost the
accessibility to the national wealth of the country, lost
the practice of national art, as the government was
dominantly foreign and f{ostered foreign art in all they
dealt, with—buildings, equipment of buildings, etec.
But because his home was his guild he continued to
carry on his trade in a very much reduced scale and wa
thus able to preserve his traditional art.
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When we turn to the question how the craftsmen
helped in the economic development of the country we
find the tradition that those who helped the master
craftsman became apprentices and then got their
training. They knew no school or factory methods.
These apprentices later established themselves as
craftsmen in various parts of the country and carried on
their trade. Thus the traditional art was handed down
from generation to generation.

These artisans helped and co-operated in the
economic life of the village and contributed to its sell-
sufliciency. The village blacksmith supplied the agri-
cultural implements and the tools required for domestic
usc. The potters supplied the pots and pans, the
brickmakers supplied bricks, the weaver wove the cloth,
the carpenter helped to furnish the requirements of the
home, the cultivator cultivated the land and supple-
mented the craftsmen’s food needs and the girls pro-
vided all the home needs.

In this way nearly all the needs of the village were
supplied by the village craftsmen themselves. The need
for money was hardly felt. All the raw materials which
were necessary were made casily available to them.
Those who ruled the country, gave their patronage and
saw to the availability of all facilities to carry on
the work.

With the change of government, and consequent
change in customs and habils of the people, industry
began to decline, and the neglect of our cottage crafls
ensued. But the ingenuity of the craftsmen coming
down from generation to generation coupled with his
inborn courage survived marvellously, He continued
to follow his profession. The blacksmith, brickmaker,
potter, mat-weaver, etc., deprived of their usual pri-
vileges continued their profession to meet the local
demand. The more enterprising ones such as lace
workers, Dumbara mat-weavers, brass, copper and
silver-workers, ivory carvers, goldsmiths, wood-
carvers, gem-cutters, basket-weavers, lace-embroidery-
makers rose above others and began to create new
records. They carried on artistic and ornamental
crafts to attract the attention and praise of a new
market beyond the seas. To meet the new situation
many social workers and sympathisers came forward
to help the craftsmen. These organisations such as the
Kandyan Art Association, the Ceylon Cottage In-
dustries Society, the Kalutara Basket Society and the
Ceylon Society of Arts all interested themselves in the
improvement and development of trade in these crafis.
The recently established Arts Council of Ceylon sub-
sidised by the Government will be a further source of
steength for their development.
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In the reign of
QUEEN VICTORIA

oo Mackwoods Lid.

William Mackwood commenced trading in Ceylon as a Merchant in
1841. Three years later, he was joined by his brother, Francis, and
from this partnership the business, now known as MACKWOODS
LTD., was founded.

In the course of time, the business has expanded with the general
development of the Island. From its earliest days the firm has been
interested in the PLANTING INDUSTRY and its fortunes have fluc-
tuated with the prosperity of the major agricultural products.

The present ESTATE AGENCY business has grown out of the
planting enterprise of the early members of the firm, the estates so formed
having since been further expanded and developed as properties of
successful Produce Companies . which the present firm controls in its
capacity as Agents & Secretaries.

Alongside the Estate business, there has been built up a considerable
EXPORT business in tea, rubber, coconut products, cocoa, cinna-
mon, etc., and these commodities are now shipped to all parts of the
world.

An IMPORT Department, opened in 1919, handles all business
in food-stuffs, Estate Supplies, Piece Goods, Hardware, Chemicals,
Medical and Pharmaceutical Supplies, and the general requirements of
the permanent population.

The INSURANCE Department has developed into an important
Agency, and all classes of Insurance are undertaken.

In the reign of
QUEEN ELIZABETH 11
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S. C. FERNANDO, M.A. (OXON), M.B.E., C.C.S,

Commissioner of Co-operative Development and Registrar of Co-operative Societies

EYLON may justly be proud of her Co-operative
Movement, and world attention has been drawn
to its phenomenal growth during the last decade. Thus
the * Co-operative News,”” Tondon, with its inter-
national circulation of many millions, and a clientele
of some 150,000,000 among 25 nations, referred to
Ceylon in a eulogistic full-page article recently as ° A
Co-operative Island,” and quoted the following with
appreciation from the Commissioner’s latest Ad-
ministration Report:—
* A unique feature of the Ceylon Movement
seems to be the wide variety of type to be
i seen in so small a compass. It may justly
il be claimed that no other Movement in the
World, not even those with far larger
numbers of societies in the aggregate, can
rival her record of 77 distinct types,
logically categorised, and that within a

MR. S. C. FERNANDO
I A Co-operative School in Session.
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THE CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT IN CEYLON

total of 8,239, The World total of co-
operative societics may be estimated at
some 1,500,000 and to take a case in point,
the whole sub-continent of India with
250,000 societics approximately out of
this can barely enumerate 40 dillerent
types altogether.

Ours range from the Co-operative Federal
Bank, which is a full-fledged Commercial
Bank under the Monetary Act, No. 58 of
1949, Provincial Banks, Land Mortgage
Banks, large coconut and paddy milling
Societies, a Co-operative Arrack Distillery,

large Wholesale Stores Unions and So-

cieties, Co-operative hospitals and dis-
pensaries, Agricultural Production and
Sales Unions and Societies, Motor Boat
and Bus Societies, Co-operalive Estates,
Co-operative Farms, Housing and Building
Socicties, a Fisheries Union and Societies,
a Cottage Industries Union and Societies,
a Milk Union and Dairy Societies, a
Co-operative Printing Society, a Co-
operative Socicty of Authors, Co-operative
Youth Clubs and School Co-operatives,
down to the now comparatively modest
co-operative store and co-operative thrift
and credit society.”

The Ceylon Movement began very modestly in
1913 with just 2 credit societies. Actually, the intention
of Ordinance No. 7 of 1911, which officially brought it
into being, was to provide casy credit to the sorely-
stricken agricultural peasants of the Dry Zonc and
bring them some relief from perennial indebtedness.
Till 1921 the Movement was little clse but a credit
one, and the number of societies stood at a bare
154. In 1931 the total was still 600, and even by 1941
it temained at some 1850, with the credit type predomi-
nating still to the tune of 1625, or 88%. By then,
however, the Movement had spread in many other
directions besides, the balance 200 being accounted for
in part by 150 Thrift and Saving Societies, about 30
Estate Stores, 40 Agricultural and Marketing Societies,
and 3 Co-operative Provincial Banks.

The Global War which, with Japan's entry into it
began (o cause acute economic hardship throughout
South-East Asia, gave the Co-operative Movement the
opportunity of a century, and during what might be

styled in the Churchillian phrase, * its finest hour " the
Movement rose to great heights of grandeur, and
reached a peak of no fewer than 4034 co-operative
stores alone before the end of 1943, It will redound
to its eternal credit, as long as the history of the Move-
ment is told, that when the Indian trader had fled to his
home-conntry by the thousand, (naturally), on the drop
of the first Japanese bomb, and after the Municipal
depots had failed (red-tapishly) to distribute even
rationed rice with efficiency, the Co-ops took on
the task with great aplomb and public spirit, and by
precise mathematical division almost, of scarce goods,
both rice and other, amongst the membership, saved
Ceylon from the dire fate of Bengal, where even in the
midst of comparative plenty at this time some 300,000
souls perished for want of an efficient distribution
scheme. :

Thus at the end of the Total War in 1945, numbers
in the Ceylon Movement had risen to over 6500, with
stores predominating this time to the extent of some
4025, or 60°%. The great and humane service of the
Consumers’ Movement caused a natural rush for
attachment of rice ration books from private trade Lo
the Co-ops, till today some 5 millions out of a total
of about 7 12 million books are in the hands of Co-
ops. And now, (to complete this story on the con-
sumer side), the stores have built upwards by Vertical
Integration, as it were, into 100 Wholesale Stores
Unions, which between them supply almost all their
needs being in turn supplied by one enormous in-
stitution called the Co-operative Wholesale Establish-
ment, which today with its own Ships, Printing Press,
and Insurance Department and a turnover of Rs, 100
million a year, has established itself as the biggest
business establishment in Ceylon.

Meantime, by way of parallel growth, perhaps
owing to the tremendous fillip given by the Stores
Drive, which brought the Movement under effective
public notice for the first time, other successes werc
being scored, notably in Agricultural production and
Marketing, and just as the theme was significantly Food
Distribution from 1942 to about 1948, the emphasis
more and rwore now, with populations far outstripping
all available food -resources, is on Food Production.
The Movement has cqually risen to the occasion, and
these Co-operative Agricultural Production and Sales
Societies (or CAPS as they are called for short)
have risen to 700 already with a membership of nearly
200,000 and covering the entire Island as it were with
a network.
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THE CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT IN

This C APS is undoubtedly the society of the
future, since cven though private trade may, with
diminishing scarcities in all goods but rice, once again
render the public its usual service, at least by com-
petitive efficiency barring another War, the place of the
Co-operative in a small-man economy like ours can
never be supplied so well in the sphere of Cultivation.
Its advantages are manifold, and the scheme of assis-
tance is on the lines long hallowed by experience in both
Europe and the U.S.A. Loans are granted on easy
terms - for various cultivation operations, and the
economies of the large scale effected by bulk purchase
of the adjuncts are followed by similar economies in
sale and marketing. Debts of generations have been
redeemed in the space of a few years, and living stan-
dards visibly raised by positive gains over producer
prices. Mechanisation for more eflicient production
has taken root too, and nearly 300 Tractors are now

owned and operated by CAPS., or CAPS Unions
according to convenience.

Spaces does not permit of like detailed description
of other major types of co-operatives enumerated
in the opening paragraphs. At time of writing the
total number of all types in 9,000, and it is expected
to rise to 10,000 by the end of 1954. Notable gains
have been in school co-operatives, which now number
some 700, and co-operative youth clubs, which bode
well for the future of the Movement with its growing
and enthusiastic appeal to the youth ol the country.
Then again Women’s Guilds are rapidly bringing in the
womenfolk of the country for more effective parti-
cipation in all types of activity, though it must be said
that already there are about 250 societies, mostly
thrift, with exclusive feminine membership.

The truly humane side of co-operative endeavour
is exemplified in Co-operative Holiday Homes and the
Co-operative Hospitals and Dispensaries, which now
number 10 after an inspiring and successful start in
1935 at Moolai in the Northern Province. To this
general health activity the Movement proposes to add
before long, following the examples of Denmark and
Belgium, specialist institutions for Tuberculosis and
Cancer, easily the most gruesome scourges of man.

Even the cultural aspect is provided for today,
and that by a Co-operative Society of Authors which
is just bringing out its first publication of 12 short-
stories at a fair price to the reader. The prime object
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of this Society is to reward authorship to the fullest
whilst providing readership at the cheapest—by the
true co-operative method of eliminating the excessive
profits of the middleman publisher or publisher-sales-
man,

Co-operative Banks—one for each of the 9
Provinces—with the Federal Bank at the Apex, provide
almost exclusively the whole of the finance needed for
these 9000 societies, and the volume of the Movement’s
financial operations today is indicated by the colossal
figure of 1000 million Rupees which is its annual turn-
over—a figure well exceeding the country's Budget!

Above all, and in the sum total Ceylon’s Co-
operative Movement may well be hailed as the biggest
single factor for stability, harmony and fairplay in a
Dominion geographically situate in the midst of a
troubled Asia. Her Cost of Living is comparatively
about the lowest, thanks to the effectiveness of the
Movement in bringing the consumer as close as possible
to the producer in almost every line of economic
activity, Vast and unbridled profits are very much a
thing of the past, at least in commodities that enter
into the daily necessaries of life, The once down-
trodden and debt-ridden peasant is a much more sel(-
respecting person here than many of his counterparts
in S.E. Asia; the town worker gets a fairer deal from
his urban Co-operative than from any seller in the
private trade; the sufferer in health gets his medicine
much cheaper than from the private practitioner.

Stll the possibilities for Co-operation are vast,
even though we may not all end up in a Co-operative
Commonwealth, as some idealists seem to hope for.
At least we could, following the notable example of
Denmark, through our co-operatives eliminate the
large disparities of wealth and well-being which so often
are the causes of class hatred and social unrest. In
recent years the Movement has ably assisted the
Government’s policy of relieving population pressure
on scarce land by the purchase of large estates for
peasant seitlement with an admirable co-operative
scheme which has received the excellent compliment
of exact imitation by General Neguib for similar
schemes in Egypt after his attention was drawn to it
by the British Foreign Office, at the instance of the
Colonial Adviser on Co-operation, Mr, B. J. Surridge,
C.M.G., 4 great admirer of our Movement and a frequent
visitor to our shores.
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THE CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT IN CEYLON

Thus in the Co-operative Movement lies the best
hope for stability and peace in this blessed Island, of
the type that Professor Elie Halevy epitomized in
regard to England after the Napoleonic Wars in these
memorable lines:—

“ If the materialistic interpretation of history
is to be trusted, i’ economic facts explain
the course taken by the human race in its
progress, the England of the 19th century

[n no other country of Europe have social
changes become accomplished with such
a marked and gradual continuity. To
find the source of such continuity and
comparalive stability we must pass on to
another category of social phenomena—
to beliefs, emotions and opinions....”
elo et

was surely, above all other countries, May we not fairly claim parallelism for our great
destined to revolution, both political and Co-operative Movement in this troubled century of
religious. But it was not to be so. alarums and wars, and their aftermath ?

ELuls
A
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 BANK OF CEYLON

The Bank of Ceylon, established as a State-aided bank by the Govern-
| ment of Ceylon, has played an important part in the development
‘ and progress of the Dominion. With wide local experience,
| a network of branches in the lIsland, a fully-equipped
Foreign Department, a London Office and corres-

pondents throughout the world, the Bank can
confidently place its services at the disposal
of bankers and merchants who wish
to do business with Ceylon.

Head Office: Central Office: Foreign Department:
Bristol Street, G. O. H. Building (West Block) -~ York Street,
Colombo. York Street, Colombo. Colombo.
City Office:

Bristol Street, Cclombo.

BRANCHES: Pettah (Colombo), Kandy, Galle, Jaffna, Badulla,
Kurunegala, Batticaloa, Panadura, Trincomalee,
Kalutara, Negombo.

PAY OFFICES: Talaimannar Pier
Colombo Passenger Terminal
Kankesanturai Airport
Ratmalana Airport

SAVINGS DEPARTMENT : 35, Gaffoor Building, Colombo.

LONDON OFFICE:
4, lLudgate Hill, London E. C. 4.
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BANKING IN CEYLON

Mr. C. LOGANATHAN

The introduction of the division of labour brought
in its wake the use of money. Money cconomy, in ils
turn, could not do without the institution of banking
for any considerable time. The early history of banking
in the Island remains obscure, and there is no evidence
that banking in Ceylon before the advent of the British
rule meant anything more than money lending. Even
for about fifty years after the British occupation there

was no bank in the Island in its modern sense of

combining the functions of accepting deposits with-
drawable on demand by cheques and making advances
out of such deposits, Credit was not available except
at onerous rates from private money lenders, and
traders and agriculturists had to depend largely on
their own resources., The settlement of foreign
transactions depended to a large extent on the whims
and fancies of the Chettiars. The defects of the credit
and cxchange system then prevailing were clearly
stated in the Papers and Prospectus of the Bank of
Ceylon thus: ** The present traffic is carried on with
great inconvenience and difficulty in great degree by
barter, or by the indirect and circuitous way of Madras
and Bombay, causing loss of time, additional charges,
and greatly increasing the unfavourable rate of ex-

By
‘C. LOGANATHAN, GENERAL MANAGER,

Bank oF CEvLON.

change. There is no place for the deposit of money
or for the safe custody ol specie, no means or channels
to obtain loans or discounts no matter how good the
sccurity offered, and to effect any financial operation,
there is no channel except via Madras and Bombay.”

FOREIGN BANKS IN RETROSPECT.

The Bank of Ceylon referred to was Ceylon’s
first commereial bank. It was started by forcign capital
and should not be confused with the Bank of Ceylon of
the present day. The first Bank of Ceylon was estab-
lished in the year 1841 at a time when the country was
giving promise of becoming a centre of commercial
importance. Forty three vears later, in 1884, it met an
untimely end as the Oriental Banking Corporation,
which name it assumed when, in 1851, it fell into diffi-
culties and was amalgamated with another bank of
foreign origin, the Oriental Bank. The failure of the
bank was atiributed to large speculative transactions
which are foreign to modern commercial banks dealing
with demand or short-term deposits.

This Bank of Ceylon was the fore-runner of several
foreign banks like the Mercantile Bank of India and
the Imperial Bank of India all of which provided much
better banking, exchange and credit facilities than those
offered by the Chettiar money lenders—or bankers as
they called themselves. There was, however, a very
important similarity between the two credit systems.
Both served foreign interests though in the process
they assisted in developing the country’s trade and
plantations, again for the benefit of foreign interests,

NATIONALISM RESURGENT.

That this state of affairs was unsatisfactory from
the point of view of the nationals of this country was
not fully reatised until the depression of the 30°s shook
Ceylonese complacency very hard. The inability of
the Ceylonese to raise credit even from the Chettiar
money lenders led to a feeling of discontent against the
existing credit system. The Thirties will thus be re-
corded in history as the period in which the Ceylonese
people began to recover the national self-consciousness
which they had surrendered to Portugal, Holland and
Britain in turn for over 400 years., [t was in this period
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BANKING IN CEYLON

of national awakening that a resolution was moved in

the State Council in November, 1932 that a Commission
should be appointed to go into the system of commerce,
banking and insurance of this Island. The Executive
Committee of Labour, Industry and Commerce of the
State Council to whom the motion was relerred, re-
commended the limitation of the scope of the inguiry
to the Banking and Credit system alonz as this needed
most urgent attention, and this recommendation led
to the appointment of the Pochkhanawala Banking
Commission and later to the establishment of the
present Bank of Ceylon on August Ist, 1939,

BANK OF CEYLON.

One has only to study the report of the Pochkhana-
wala Banking Commission, considered to be one of the
most comprehensive and informed State papers ever
published in Ceylon, to appreciate what the Bank ol
Ceylon has achieved for the country and her peoples.
The :aggregale ol advances of the Bank of Ceylon now
form over a third ¢l the advances of the entire banking
system and almost its entire advances are 1o nationals.

The [lollowing extracts from the World Bank
Report show, to some extent, the part the Bank of
Ceylon is playing in the country’s economy:—

“1In the financial field, the banks have been
concerned primarily with financing the
movement of goods into or out of the
country by short-term advances.
Bank of Ceylon. which has expanded
rapidly since its creation some 15 years
ago by the Ceylon Government, has under-
taken a wider range of business....... A

The

* Branches of British and Indian commercial
- banks in the Island tend to limit their
lending to short-term impert-cxport tran-
sactions, especially financing the tea,
rubber and coconut trade. Local factories
are granted short overdrafts for raw
materials and the like at 3 3 % or higher,
but funds for plant development must
come from their own earnings or the

private pockets of their owners........ "7

“To a manufacturer buying production
machinery, credit for 90 or 180 days is of
little use, He cannot hope to repay such a
loan out of earnings from the equipment.
Especially in Ceylon, where most machin-
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~ery must come by long overseas shipment
and where installation may proceed slowly,
it is likely that the loan will fall due even
before the new equipment is ready to

* One institution which has helped—although
not enough—is the Bank of Ceylon. This
Bank has sometimes lent as long as 25
months for purchase of new machi-

a3

oo Though the Bank of Ceylon is doing the
sanie kind of banking as the British and Indian
banks, its position iy somewhat different; some
of its funds, especially those obtained from the
government, can be wutifised to finance tran-
saclions which would be considered unsuitable
Jor the traditional type of exchange banking.”

THE CENTRAL BANK OF CEYLON,
THE APEX OF THE BANKING SYSTEM.

The economic development of a country Il'lui:ﬂ
depend to a very large extent on the development of
banking and credit facilities; and with credit playing a
predominant part in the settlement of monetary and
business transactions of all kinds, thus representing a
powerful force for good or eyil, it is evident that it
needs some control if it is to perform its functions
properly. There has been general agreement among
economists and bankers that the institution that can
most efficiently exercise this control is a Central Bank
with special powers.  As to what the objectives of
credit control should be there is now a tendency for
monetary authoritics to combine the objective of inter-
national exchange stability with that of promoting a
high level of employment and real income.

With our attaining Dominion Status and hence the

freedom to determine our own aflairs, the Government

lost no time in establishing a Central Bank in August,
1950. It is principally a bank of issue, a banker’s bank
and banker to the Government and is endowed with
wide powers for regulating the commercial banking
operations and the credit supply of the country,

The Tsland’s banking system which is centralised
in the Central Bank of Ceylon now consists of eleven
important commercial banks, ten of which are foreign
banks and the Bank of Ceylon which, incidentally,
controls well over a third of the total bank deposits of
the country.
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BANKING IN CEYLON

The commercial banks mainly cater to the short
term needs of the urban population. For medium
and long term finance there are four institutions, viz:
The State Mortgage Bank, the Ceylon Savings Bank,
the Loan Board and the Agricultural and Industrial
Credit Corporation. In addition, there are the Co-
operative Federal Bank, which was established in 1948,
and provincial co-operalive banks to strengthen the
structure of the Island’s co-operative credit system. The
activities of the institutions outside the commercial
banking system are very limited by reason of the fact
that their lending operations are subject to inflexible
regulations.

A LAND MARK.

The Bank of Ceylon has for some time past consi-
dered the feasibility of extending financial assistance
for agricultural, industrial and housing projeets. Up
to now this bank being essentially a commercial bank
dealing in demand and short term deposits only, has
not been able to assist us much as it would have wished
to, for the reason that advances granted in connection
with such projects would reguire longer-term finance.

The Bank has now decided to actl as a medium lor

the collection of savings for investment in the form of

long and medium term deposits and then to utilise
these deposits for the purpose ol granting loans for
medium term development projects and house cons-
truction, The Bank will therefore, provide these addi-
tional services to the public without introducing any
element which may disturb the bank’s stability by

141

locking up demand and short term deposits in long and
medium term adyances,

Funds available for such loans will necessarily be
limited to the amount of long and medium term
deposits received by the bank under this scheme; and
on the other hand the total amount of deposits
which will be accepted by the bank at a particular
point of time would depend largely on the total of
medium term loans applied for and granted by the
bank.

BANKING IN PROSPECT,

It is now generally realised that the country’s
economic structure will continue to be vulnerahle
unless and until a greater diversification in the economic
life of the country is achieved. For this purpose we
must have an extensive banking and credit system
covering the entire country and capable of mobilising
and harnessing the country’s resources for the greatest
good of the country.

The record and achievements of the country’s
national bank, the Bank of Ceylon, now pose a question
as to how it can be developed not only to assist in the
diversification of the country’s economy but also to
give the Ceylonese their rightful place in the trade and
commerce of the country permanently. And in the
final analysis, on the Central Bank of Ceylon will this
responsibility rest and on the elliciency of its direction
and management will the eflicacy of its wide array of
sanctions depend.
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IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION

By

SENATOR A. M. A, AZEEZ, B.A.

SENATOR A, M. A, AZEEZ

TN reviewing the field of education since the attain-

ment of Independence, the most notable achieve-
ment may be regarded as the Education (Amendment)
Act, No. 5 of 1951, which contains the principles upon
which the educational policy of Ceylon is based. This
Act aims at founding a national system of education
adapted to the ethos of the Country, and not the least
satisfactory feature of the Act is that it obtained the
general approval of the Country with the result that
the acrimonious controversies and dissensions that
characterised the Education (Amendment) Ordinance,
No. 26 of 1947 were stilled, and a period of calm and
tranquillity so essential for true cducational progress
set in.

The 1951 Act was the culmination of a series of
attempts at educational reform that began with the
introduction of the Donoughmore Constitution when
for the first time the people were given a voice in the
management of their own affairs and were thereby
enabled to influence the policy of the Government in
a manner which was not possible under the Colonial
regime. Far-reaching results were bound to follow the
extension of the franchise under the Donoughmore
Constitution for to quote the Soulbury report. “Adult
suffrage undoubtedly stimulated the politically con-
scious minorily to provide greater educational facilities
for the rather apathetic majority.” Conditions were

now set for re-orienting policy in all spheres: for the
Country’s development had hitherto been subordinated
to imperial needs, and the educational system in parti-
cular had grown haphazard without much relation
either to the economic progress or cultural advancement
of the people. The Executive Committee of Education,
which was the offspring of the Donoughmore Con-
stitution of 1931 was not slow in realising that the
educational system required revision at an early date
and the altered political conditions in the Island called
for a re-distribution of functions in regard to educational
policy and administration. The Country, however,
had to wait for a period of about eight years before the
first tangible step on the path to reform was taken by
the passing of the Education Ordinance, No. 31 of 1939,
which was designed to create a more satisfactory system
of administration and to give effect to some generally
acceptable decisions on questions of fundamental
policy. The main clauses of this Ordinance re-defined .
the powers of the Board of Education, abolished the-
Education District Committees and created new Local
Advisory Committees. Also embodied in the Or-
dinance was a Conscience Clause whereby the written
consent of the parent was made necessary before a
child belonging to a religious denomination other than
to which the Management belonged could receive
religious instruction in the school.

The Ordinance of 1939, barely touched even the
fringes of the problem and the Country had to again
wait till 1943, before it obtained its first comprehensive
survey of the field of education. This survey was given
in the Report of the Special Committee on Education
which was appointed in April, 1940 by the Executive
Committee of Education. The report revealed in
unmistakable terms the sins of omission and com-
mission perpetrated during the pre-Donoughmore
pericd. Four major defects of the old system were
disclosed by the Committee. They were:—(1) the
existence of two types of education according to the
medium of instruction used, English or Swabasha, with
English being given a badge of social superiority, and
Swabasha being relegated to a subordinate status, (2)
the excessive uniformity of the educational system

which was almost purely academic and had little
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IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION

relation to the practical aspects of life, (3) the absence
of equality of opportunity resulting in two types of
schools, one attended mainly by those who could afford
to pay the fees, and the other by those who could not,
and (4) the failure of ** compulsory education™ due
mainly to an insufficiency of schools, and to a cerlain
extent duc to the poverty and apathy of parents.
Among other defects to which the Committee drew
attention were the inadequacy of school grounds,
buildings and equipment especially for practical work,
the domination of curricula by examinations and the
abnormal percentage of pupils withdrawn at the end
of the primary stage.

The diagnosis of the maladies that affected the
old order could not have been more correct nor could
the remedies prescribed have been sounder. The
general aim which the special Committee had in view
was the establishment of an educational system suitable
for democracy with a special emphasis on training for
character and education for citizenship with the
corollary of welding the Island’s heterogeneous popu-
lation into one nation—an object which was to be
accomplished through the democratic principle of
tolerance that was to permeate the entire educational
system. [t stands to the credit of the Committee that
they envisaged an educational system suited to the
needs of an Independent Ceylon even before Inde-
pendence was attained. For the achievement of this
end, several far-reaching recommendations were made,
almost all of them governed by a spirit of statesman-
ship. This spirit was admirably displayed in the clauses
providing for the continuance of the denominational
school side by side with the Government school, and
in the new definition of State Neutrality whereby equal
provision was to be made for all religions in place of the
earlier definition whereby no provision was made for
any religion. Other recommendations dealing with
the mother-tongue medium of instruction, the place of
English as a compulsory second language, the provision
of facilities for Technical and Vocational Education
and the introduction of free education and fitness
tests were no less statesmanlike.

But however irreproachable the diagnosis and the
prescriptions were, the manner in which the recommen-
dations were implemented was grievously at fault. The
transition from the old order to the new, involving as
it did radical changes, could not have been other than
a slow and gradual process. Instead, the transition
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was attempted with almost precipitous haste. The
radical nature of the changes demanded careful and
detailed planning and the setting up of a new and
adequate administrative machinery. Neither was done.
Yet more deplorable was the fact that in spite of the
Special Commiltee’s strong views against piecemeal
changes, no comprehensive legislation embodying the
recommendations was passed or even altempted. For
instance the School Grants (Revised Conditions)
Regulations were passed in September, 1945 and nearly
two years elapsed before the Education (Amendment)
Ordinance No. 26 of 1947 was passed to supplement
the Education Ordinance of 1939. The 1947 Or-
dinance, which was passed almost on the eve of the
dissolution of the old State Council contained important
provisions relating to the establishment of an Exami-
nation Council and of an Educational Research Council
as well as clauses dealing with Religious Instruction,
new denominational schools and the procedure in
respect of unaided schools which are found to be un-
satisfactory. Whether for lack of planning or the
necessary administrative machinery, hardly a single
clause of this Ordinance could be implemented in the
manner envisaged by the Special Committee. The ill-
starred combination of impolitic haste, lack of planning,
administrative unpreparedness, piecemeal legislation
and lapses into intolerance not only brought in its
train the inevitable aftermath of confusion, uncertainty
and bitterness but also made a mockery of the Special
Committee’s cherished ideal of establishing an edu-
cational system suitable for democracy and based on
a spirit of tolerance and compromise.

Consequently, the whole attempt at educational
reform was in danger of becoming discredited. Those
who from the beginning had been opposed on financial
grounds to the expansion of the Country’s educational
services could hardly conceal their relief at the dis-
comfiture of the champions of the New Order. Anti-
taxationists vied with anti-egalitarians in denouncing
the new scheme of things and thus had strange bed-
fellows in the extremists of the other wing who con-
demned the proposals of the Special Committee for
not being radical enough.

The period 1948 to 1951 was a particularly uneasy
period for most schools of senior secondary status.
On the one hand, a sense of deep frustration had come
over the schools that had entered the Free Scheme at its

very inception.  With a totally inadequate Maintenance
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IN THE FELD OF EDUCATION

and Equipment Grdnt, they had been battling against
odds and now found their standards steadily deterio-
rating and themselves outclassed in every sphere by
their erstwhile partners, the fee-levying schools.
Appeals for an increased grant to free themselves from
their corroding insecurity had fallen on deaf ears.
On the other hand, those fee-levying schools were them-
selves encompassed by uncertainty regarding their
future; they were beginning to fear that they might
either lose all forms of Government aid or be compelled
to merge into the Government scheme. Moreover the
Special Committee’s important recommendation of a
fitness test had so far failed to be implemented; and
unable to resist the glamour of the big urban free
schools, many students from the rural areas began to
drift to the towns. Their numbers were swelled by
very many urban students who hitherto had been
through poverty denied the opportunity of an English
education. TIn the absence of any fitness test, there was
no guarantee that all those students would benefit by
the type of education imparted in those congested urban
schools.

In this welter of uncertainty bitlerness and
frustration, it is not difficult to understand the feelings
of relief with which the Government Proposals for
Education Reform contained in the White Paper of
1950 were received throughout the Country. The
chief merit of these proposals lay in the removal of the
uncertainty regarding the educational aims of the

. Government. For sometime there had existed in-
decisiveness about the future of the English language
and the status of Assisted Schools. And despite the
Special Committee’s recommendations and the deci-
sions of the State Council, there had been no dis-
couragement of the uniform type of academic education
that was being imparted to the fit as well as the unfit,
who with equal enthusiasm were pursuing higher
academic education. On these and all other points at
issue the White Paper with a commendable spirit of
compromise and with admirable lucidity, gave a clear
idea of the intentions of the Government. Most of
these proposals were in harmony with the general
feeling in the Country, and the absence of any acri-
monious coniroversy in strange contrast to the past
was a testimony both to the general acceptance of the

- White Paper and to the genuine appreciation of the [ree

discussion that was encouraged by the Government
both in the House of Representatives and outside.
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Certain features of the new proposals were
particularly welcome; for example the explicit re-
cognition of Assisted Schools as co-partners with the
State, the re-acceptance of bilingualism with English
as compulsory second language as the settled policy of
the Government, the final abandonment of the proposed
Block Grant System resulting in continued guaranteeing
of the salaries of eligible teachers, the provision of a
scheme of enhanced Maintenance and Equipment
Grant and approved amenities fees, the emphasis laid
on the acquirement of skills so essential to a sound
education and the consequential acceptance of practical
subjects as a normal part of the curriculum, the pro-
vision of free education to all pupils at the end of the
Junior Secondary School course who are found suitable
for Senior Secondary Education on the basis of certain
criteria of their ability and aptitude, the guarantee of
liberty to the schools and the promiss of equality of
opportunity to the students.

The Education (Amendment) Act of 1951 em-
bodying the White Paper Proposals demonstrated the
determination of the Government to grapple success-
fully with a fundamentally important problem and “ to
see that the new scheme, having been launched in an
atmosphere of good-will, is implemented as early as
sound planning and the finances of the Country will
allow.”” That, ever since Independence, the Govern-
ment has indeed been following a progressive policy is
indicated by the increasing amounts arinually spent on
Education. 1In the year, 1931—32 the Education bill
cost the Country a sum of thirteen million rupees, in
194445, thirty-five million rupees, and last year (1952
—1953) the bill rose to a sum of one hundred and forty-
threz million rupees [rom current revenue and another
twenty-four million rupees from Loan Fund Ex-
penditure. Though a very great deal remains yet to
be done, real progress can be seen in many directions.
The latest figures of school attendance show that 727
of the children of Ceylon are attending schools, which
is a record for any South East Asian Country and that
since Independence 353 new schools have been built
and opened and that plans for several more are now
ready. These are certainly no mean achievements.

The full implementation of the plan envisaged in
the Education (Amendment) Act, No. 5 of 1951 must
necessarily be a gradual process as changes cannot be
hurried owing to insufficiency of men and materials.
But though one may be impatient at the slow tempo of
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IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION

the transformation, it is preferable, in view of the vital
contribution that Education alone can make towards
national regeneration, that it should be so rather than
that an unstable structure should rise up through a
desire to see a rapid consummation of hopes. Not
only does Education hold the key to social progress but
it is equally true that the one freedom that can make all
other freedoms real and alive is the freedom from
ignorance. Moreover, if we are not to pay mere lip
service lo democracy il must be confessed that a
democracy which is not educated is false to ils very
name. These principles need to be affirmed and
reaffirmed because it has been the experience every
where for vested interests, reactionaries and obscuran-
tists to oppose and to endeavour their utmost tfo prevent
any substantial expenditure on Education. But,
** Education will prove to be, as it has proved elsewhere,
a most remunerative long-range investment, which
pays its dividends not only in the way of increased
material wealth but in the shape of happier, healthier,
more social and more enlightened men and women,”
Besides, Education alone can create in the present and
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next generations the ability to understand the complex
problems of our Country in its present state of develop-
ment and equip them with the technigque and character
to dominate its difficulties and effect the necessary
transformation from a colonial territory to a national
State. :

The Amendment Act of 1951 has thus opened .
before us a new horizon in Education—an educated
democracy, planned on a national scale to achieve the
fullest development possible of the human personality
and guided by teachers who possess * something of that
generous enthusiasm for humanity, which transforms
patient drudgery for a good cause inlo a means of
joyous self-expression and sets even the meanest work
aglow with the sacred fire.” In this ideal we have
something to aspire to and its fulfilment demands great
and sustained endeavour, The attempt is worthwhile,
for the reward of its successful achieyvement will be the
Silent Social Revolution, which in peace and tran-
quillity will bring Liberty, Social Justice and Content-
ment to all. The task provides us with a challenge and
on our response depends the future of our Country.
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A HOLIDAY IN THE HILLS

By

J. M. BENJAMIN

HE Hill Country in Ceylon provides one with
ample opportunities for a holiday amidst calm

and serene surroundings, Foremost amongst health
resorts and holiday spots one thinks of Nuwara Eliya
Haputale, Bandarawela, Diyatalawa, Hatton and
Kandy. Off the beaten tracks are also some quiet
spots which are some of the most beautiful in" the
Island. These lie among great plains, sweet with the
perfume of greenery, among glades with purling streams
and grassy paths leading through dim forests and a
wealth of wild flowers. Nuwara Eiiya is Ceylon’s famous
situated To the

hill station amongst tea estates.

visitors there is something strangely fascinating in the

lush greens of the (ea bushes. One may linger amidst
the luxury of these aromatic shrubs, inhale the clear
mountain air and the perfume -of the wild flowers.
Nuwara Eliya is set amongst rising hills and brooks
dashing through cloven ravines and breaking into
foaming cascades. Rolling fleecy clouds float in the
blue distance and panoramas of perfect beauty are
unfolded as one approaches this famous health station

which is only 128 miles by rail and 105 miles by car.

Nuwara Eliya has a fine invigorating air and a
bracing climate somewhat of the English type. Leaving
the sultry langour of the low country one is transported

in five hours to this cool mountain plateau which is

dotted on all sides by cottages wherein you will find

blazing log fires. In Nuwara Eliya there are attracltions

to gratify cvery taste. One may climb Pedro with its
wild rugged heights, wander on the peaceful plains,
fish in the streams full of trout, play a round of golf
on one of the finest courses in the East, go moun-
taineering, hiking or hunting. Indeed according to
some tourists there is no other place in the world that
offers such attractions as Nuwara Eliya. Once a year
in April, hundreds of those who can afford a holiday

in the hills flee from the sultry weather in Colombo

and the dry low country and seek the cool of Nuwara
Eliya.

The road to Nuwara Eliya winds up the famous
Viadugamoore Pass with endless views of the verdure-
clad slopes and terraced rice fields, past Peradeniya
renowned for Botanical Gardens, through hillsides
dotted with Tush green fea bushes to Hatton the
Pilgrim’s paradise and to Nanuoya set amongst wood-
land scenery. From Nanuoya there is a gentle climb

of 5 miles to Nuwara Eliya.

A dull day in Nuwara Eliva is unknown for there
are many places of interest in and around the town
that are worth a visit, One may wander for hours in
the Park, where flowers of many hues flaunt their
beauty in deep beds of green grass, Or one may motor
out 6 miles away from town to Hakgalla where the
famous gardens set in romantic surroundings have
delighted tourist from all parts of the world. The
drive to the gardens itself is exhilarating. The road
runs between patnas where arum lilics grow in pro-
fusion and streams trickle down masses of free ferns,
past the historic Sita Eliya where the hills rise higher
until Hakgalla is reached. The gardens are 5400 feet
above sea level whilst Hakgalla rock towers to a height
of a further 600 feet.
are giant fern trees, a sunken rose garden, beautiful

The chief features of the gardens

ponds, a variety of giant trees, orhamental creeks and
pools, whilst extensive vistas of mountain and plain

provide charming contrasts.

Holiday makers making a long stay in N°Eliya
will find a trip to Ragalla, 19 miles away, worthwhile.
Three and a half miles away is * Dixson’s Corner ™
where panoramic scenes of unparalleled splendour are
unfolded.
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No lover of the unspoilt wild should fail to visit
Horton Plains—the highest plateau in the Tsland. There
is a good Rest House in Horton Plains, the easiest
36

miles away from N'Eliva motoring through private

approach to which is through the Agrapatnas,

estate roads, and then a walk of 3 miles brings one to

the Horton Plains Rest House. It is necessary to
reserve rooms in advance as during the fishing season
which is May to October, accommodation is booked
ahead. Excellent trout fishing is available in the clear
streams round about whilst all around are perennial
forests where elephant, wild bear, leopard and sambhur

roam,

The view from worlds end where one gazes

down the steep mountain side on what is indeed
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another world 5000 feet below is an experienze unfor-

gettable and unique.

Nuwara Eliva is also a happy hunting ground of
the hikers who could walk round the Moon Plains and
other grassy slopes or the lake fringed with foliage.
For the more intrepid the 2 1/2 hour climb to Pedru-
talagala provides nol only vigorous exercise but also
scenic views of enchanting beauty. You will see the
whole Tsland of Ceylon before you as it were. From
shore to shore outstretched in every direction lie forests,
plains, mountain ranges, all massed together, glittering
streams like necklaces on the green hills whilst the eerie
solitude is broken by the sound of mountain torrents

foaming down granite beulders.
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"UNITED NATIONAL
PARTY

By

SIR UKWATTE JAYASUNDERE, 0.c.

Sir Ukwatte |ayasundere, Q. C.
Hony. General Secretary,
United National Party,

HE United National Party extends a
very warm welcome to Her Majesty
the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh on
their first visit to Ceylon. We welcome
Her Majesty not only as the anointed
Queen of Lanka but also as the illustrious
head of the Commonwealth—the greatest
Democracy the world has ever known.

The United National Party, comprising
as it does the large majority of our people,
18 the only political organisation in this
country with a positive and straightforward

policy. And that policy is the fostering
and preservation of the democratic way of
life to ensure the progressive advancement
of the Nation towards the goal of happiness
for all at the expense of none.

Twice within the last six years we have
put this policy, fairly and squarely, before
the Nation and on both occasions it has
been cndorsed beyond question. The
United National Party stands alone today
between peaceful progress and anarchy.
Under the galvanic leadership of our new
Prime Minister, the Hon’ble Sir John
Kotelawala, k.86, T am firmly convinced,
it will have the privilege for many years
to come of guiding the nation to rehabi-
litate itself and to make a worthwhile
contribution not only to the good of the
Commonwealth, of which Ceylon is proud
to be a member, but also to a better under-
standing and to a closer relationship with
our immediate neighbours in South-East
Asia. Deeply conscious of our own heri-
tage and acutely appreciative of present
national and international difficulties, it
is the hope of the United National Party
to re-establish intimate contact with those
nations in Asia with whom we have had
cuitural relationships for centuries, whose
problems arc our problems, and whose
aims are our aims,
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S

he National MHutwal Wife Association of

(T?\'Ltﬁtra[ztzizt tﬂfimiteﬁ.

(INCORPORATED IN VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA,
THE LTABILITY OF MEMBERS IS LIMITED)

HIS well-known Office commenced operations in Ceylon in
the year 1906, and il can (truly be said that the
Association has pionecered Lile Assurance in the Island.

The very large volume of business that is now wrillen by 1t is
ample testimony of the good-will shownto it by the insuring
public. In the very early years it was apparent that Life Assu-
rance on a very substantial scale had come to stay in Ceylon, and
in 1913, the Head Office Board agreed to the erection in Ceylon
of a building worthy of housing its activities, Tn 1915, the well-
known land-mark the ** National Mutual Building™” was com-
pleted, and it remains today one of the finest modern Office
Buildings in the City of Colombo.

The operations of this Association are spread throughout the
Commonwealth and, besides having Branch Offices in all the
capital cities of Australia and New Zealand, it has District
Offices in practically every town of note in Great Britain and in South Africa, and in the East
is represented at Bombay, Calcutta, Singapore and Hongkong. Ceylon Branch is the central oflice
for the control of the four establishments last mentioned.

COLOMBO  BUILDING

The Association has been responsible for the introduction of some of the most important features
of modern Lilfe Assurance, and for many years has offered sound Life Assurance Contracts to
the public for premiums well below the average, with full bonus rights, the figures of which have
proved well above the average. This has been rendered possible by the careful selection
of lives which has resulted in a favourable mortality expericnce, the marked economy of
management expenses and the cautious investment of funds. A perusal of Financial
statements will show that the security of the Association’s policy contracts is above question.

One well-known British Journal writes of the Association as follows: “The contracts
of the Association are liberal to the Assured. Its premiums are low and its financial
resources second to none. In a word the National Mutual of Australasia is an Office
which can with confidence be recommended to intending assurants.”

FOR PARTICULARS APPLY TO:
F. R. CONNOLLY,

P. 0. Box 242, Colombo. Manager for Seuth-Eastern Asia.
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THE VEDDAHS OF CEYLON

By

Dr. R. L. SpITTEL

F the various races in Ceylon, the Veddahs
(Australoid aborigines), have held for many,
especially anthropologists, a great: fascination.
Virchow, without leaving Germany, summarised in
1881, what was up to then known of the Veddahs, and
gave measurements of their skulls available to him.
The Sarasins (Swiss cousins) made a prolonged stay in
the island and wrote a monumental work describing
the physical characteristics, arts and ecrafts of the
Veddahs, Tn 1910, C. G. Seligmanu, Lecturer of
Ethnology in the University of London, came out with
his wife to study the Veddahs,
as it was realised that **not only
was the work urgently needed
on account of its scientific
importance, but that the Ved-
dahs were a numerically small
people verging on extinction,
and so affected by contact with
Tamils and Sinhalese that if
they were not studied promptly
it would soon be too late to
study them at all.”

In the light of that it is
significant that Hennebedde in
the heart of the Veddah jungles,
the main venue of Seligmann’s
researches, has recently been
the Gal Oya

engulfed in

reservoir,

Yeddah Origins

Who are these Veddahs and how did they come
here? The answer to that belongs to pre-history and
can only be conjectured.

A million or more years ago, in the Pleistocene
Ice Age. man first appeared on the earth. This pro-
bably happened somewhere in Africa, as fossils and
flint-core implements usually associated with man near
the beginning of his story, testify.

In that glacial period a large part of Southern
Asia was always free from ice. Along this tropical

Dr. R. L. SPITTEL

belt nomadic fiomo sapiens, broken up into sparse
scattered communities, travelled far, Arriving in the
central plateau of India, South of the Himalayas and
the Hindu Kush, successive groups of those early
wanderers found an equable climate with forest and
parkland well suited to man, Here in the course of
centuries negroid features gradually gave place to
Australoid characters—such as wavy hair instead of
crisp curls, ete. India is held to be the home of the
Australoid race. To this day there are 25 million
aboriginals in Tndia, whose characteristics show a
considerable heritage from
primitive forbears of the old
Stone Age, long before the
conguest of Aryan-speaking
peoples (1,500 years B.c.) or
even the founding of the ancient
cities of the Indus.

These early men were
nomadic. They roamed the
breadth of the old world. It

was a slow process covering
many centuries, for they were
food-gatherers roaming in
search of fresh hunting grounds.

From the Chota Nagpur
plateau the Australoids moved
South and East through the
Malay Peninsula, then conti-
nuous with Borneo and Java.
The Celebes, New Guinea and
neighbouring islands were then joined to Australia.
There was always a break between Borneo and the
Celebes, as shown by the difference of fauna on each
side of the Strait of Macassar. This line —Wallace's
Line—must have been crossed by early man in rafts
or boats.

In their long journeys from India to Australia,
the Australoids (like the Negritoes before them) left
groups along the lines of March to blaze the trail.
The evidences of that Australoid migration are found
in the aborigines of Australia, Borneo, Celebes, Philli-
pines, Malay Peninsula, South India, and Ceylon
(Veddahs).
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THE VEDDAHS OF CEYLON

The only way to account for primitive peoples
—Australoid hunters like the Veddahs, and Negrito
dwarfs as in the Andamans—in widely distributed
regions of the world, especially in islands separated
by oceanic wastes, is by the assumption of the sub-
sidence of the intervening land areas, leaving their
plateau and peaks as islands.

Early man came to Ceylon with the leopards and
langur monkeys by a then existing land bridge in
prehistoric before Palk’s Strait intervened
severing this island from Tndia. The existence of a
Stone Age in Ceylon has been proved.

times

Invasion and Settlement

That an aboriginal race of primitive hunters has
survived almost to this day in so small an island as
Ceylon (only half the size as England and Wales) is
remarkable; especially when we consider the successive
tides of invasion and settlement Ceylon had been sub-
jected to through the centuries.
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Here the Veddahs were found by Prince Wijaya
and his band of Aryan-speaking invaders from Northern
India when they arrived—according to that ancient
chronicle, the Mahawansa—about 483 B.c. Those
settlers [rom the Gangetic Valley, the progenitors of the
Sinhalese race, introduced here their religion (Bud-
dhism), language. and crafts, the memorials of which
we see in the Stupas, statues and tanks (artificial lakes)
of our ruined cities long buried in the jungles.

Within about three centuries of the arrival of those
scttlers all connection with Northern India seems to
have been severed. Thenceforth Ceylon was subjected
Lo successive invasions by the Dravidians of Southern
India, whose Caplains sometimes became the rulers
of the land. Anuradhapura, that resplendent city that
stood a thousand years, was finally looted and demo-
lished by the Tamils whose influence became stronger
and stronger; and the infusion of whose blood among
the population must have been vast,

- Veddhas of Ceylon, !
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There is now no great difference in the physical
anthropology of the Sinhalese and Tamils. That the
Sinhalese have preserved their distinction as a race
is due to the preservation of their language—which
derives from the Sanskrit of Northern India—and
their religion, Buddhism; both fostered by the powerful
influence of the priesthood on kings and commoners.
It is no wonder that the Sinhalese guard so scrupulously
their great heritage.

In 1215, the Tamils under Magha of Kalinga
landed with 20,000 men and ransacked the Kingdom
of Polonnaruwa, that succeeded Anuradhapura, as a
fire does a forest. Thenceforth Sinhalese power
rapidly declined. The invaders pressed on forcing
the Sinhalese further and further southwards,

Then in the 15th century the prows of Portugal faced
the East; and a new enemy took the place of the old.
The Portuguese, the Dutch, and the British dominated
the island successively for about 150 years. All those
races have left their impress on the people of the land.

During all those centuries of upheaval and order
the wildest of the Veddahs kept to their forest fastnesses
where the last remnant of them survived to our time.

Present Day Veddahs

There are now no pure Veddahs extant. For
generations they have been so intermixed with the
Sinhalese and Tamils that their Australoid characters
have all but disappeared. It is not possible to say
from their physical appearance alone, who is a Veddah
and who not. A goatee beard, a short stature, wild
alert eyes, an casily aroused temper. and a natural
dignity of bearing were the marks of the best Veddahs

I have known.

The distinction between the Veddah and non-
Veddah is no longer racial but cultural. Veddah culture
has shown a remarkable capacity for persistence in
spite of their small numbers, their destitution, and the
overwhelming superiority of the culture surrounding
them. The wonder is that they have so long preserved
their identity.

Whatever language the Veddahs originally pos-
sessed, they lost it long ago. The language they now
speak is Sinhalese—though on occasion they will
affect a jargon easily discernible as a distorted Sin-
halese with certain archaic elements (Elu). As a writer
in the Encyclopaedia Brittanica says: ° The Veddahs
exhibit the phenomenon of a race living the wildest of
savage lives and yet speaking an Aryan dialect.” The
fishing coast Veddahs of the Eastern Province are to
all appearances Tamil, and speak that language.

How then are we to distinguish a Veddah from a
non-Yeddah? Strictly he should conform to the
definition imposed by the Census Commissioners of
1911 and 1921, who instructed their Enumerators
to enter as Veddah only those who had knowledge
of: (a) their waruge or clan: (b) their religion—a cult
of the newly Dead (Nae Yaku), of deified heroes, and
spirits of rock and grove: and (¢) depended on hunting
for a livelihood. The figures were in 1911, 5332: and
in 1921, 4510.

Judged by those criteria there would be a mere
handful of scattered Veddahs to-day.
purposes we now accept as Veddahs, any persons who
call themselves Veddahs, and are accepted as such by
their own group and the local Sinhalese and Tamils.
The 1946 census showed them to number 2361.

For practical

The troglodyte nomadic food-gatherer has be-
come the more or less settled foed-producer; living in
crude, grass-thatched, bark-and-wattle huts on shifting
chenas—jungle areas annually cleared for the cultivation
of maize, manioc (cassava), kurrakkan (millet), chillies
and vegetables—like the jungle Sinhalese. -

Those Veddahs who are truest of type still retain
their hunting proclivities: faring forth in season on their
ancient trails, taking with them their families, chattels,
dogs and axes and a muzzle-loading gun or two which
has for practical purposes replaced the bow and arrow,
They then bivouac in rock shelters or by streams,
living on game, fruits and honey, trapping small animals
in dead-falls, and poisoning fish in pools. But there
are very few such groups left.
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The final eliminaiion of the Veddali has progressed
apace during the last fifty years, with the penetration
of highways into their jungles, the development of
vast agricultural schemes as at Gal Oya, and the
civilizing influences attendant on these—rural develop-
ment societies, welfare officers, schools, elc.

The
day of the aboriginal races of the world is passing. It

A change from the old order is incvitable.

is the duty of civilised man to raise the state of those
who, while they might for centuries have survived the

I

s

]
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challenge of a savage environment, are quite unable to
accommodate themselves unaided to the impact of a
fast encroaching culture on their preserves.

That aid our Government is giving the last remnant
of Ceylon’s aborigines.

There still remain small groups proud to call
themselves Veddahs; but it will not be for long. The
stigma implicit in that word will spell its decline
miscegenation will do the rest. Soon the Vcdda.h

will be only a name.

2
b}
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THE CEYLON INSURANCE CO. LTD.

EXTENDS

A ROYAL WELCOME

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN

AND
His RovyaL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH

THE PEOPLE OF CEYLON KNOW THAT IT IS

OUR BUSINESS TO GIVE PROTECTION AND

SECURITY TO EVERY MAN AND WOMAN
IN EVERY WALK OF LIFE.

@%&s c}-‘ c%« c.'\i@

.

NOW IT IS OUR PRIVILEGE TO ASSURE OUR ROYAL VISITORS OF

OUR GOOD-WILL AND LOYALTY AND HOPE THEY W.ILL CARRY

WITH THEM MANY HAPPY MEMORIES O©F THEIR VISIT TO OUR
BEAUTIFUL ISLAND.

B S5
*iy

69, QUEEN ST, COLOMBO.
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SOME ASPECTS OF BRITISH INFLUENCE
ON THE CIVILIZATION OF CEYLON

C. E. MACKENZIE PERFIRA

(Advocate of the Supreme Court of Ceylon)

i e e = ACKEZIE PEREIRA

T NDIA is almost a continent. It covers a vasl arca

with a population of over hundreds of millions
of people. It has an indigenous civilization more
ancient to that of Europe. Ceylon has been linked up
with India for many centuries. We can hardly think
of it, as a separate entity, when we examine the in-
fluence of the British on our civilization. The British
connection with India goes back three hundred years
and for over one hundred and fifty it has been
50 close, that, we cannot over estimate its influence
on Indian history. Ceylon has undergone a similar
development. To the Portuguese, we owe the intro-
duction of Christianity, to the Dutch, our legal
system, and to the British many aspects of our
civilization too numerous to mention.

Both India and Ceylon are free and independent
nations. Since 1926, the free association of the
British Commonwealth carried with it the right to
cceede.  No restrictions are placed on the right of
Ceylon, India, or* Pakistan to dissociate, from other
member states of the Commonwealth. But the
strategic and economic position of these nations forbid
any such isolation; accordingly they are within the
commonwealth. India has become a Republic, Pakis-
tan is likely to become one very soon, and there is
nothing against Ceylon coming into line with these
Asian nations, except that Elizabeth IT is Queen of
Ceylon and 1s represented by the Governor-General.
All three nations ure insufficiently developed. Their
resources alone cannot bring up agricultural and
industrial productivity to the required standard,
with the rate of increasing population, External aid
alone will not suffice. There must be mutual cor-
poration. The South Asian countries have common
problems. but not quite the same as those in Europe.
An Asian confederacy is a forward step; such an asso-
ciation might be the outcome of the forthcoming
Asian Prime Ministers” Conference.

It s unwise to take too narrow a view of the
British heritage in Ceylon by confining to politics and
economics since there are others, where British
contributions are on the credit side, they constitute the
major benefits, conferred on this country. Foremost
among them is securily from external attack. For over
one hundred and fifly years they guarded this country
from being attacked by a forcign foe, and internally
established law and order which made possible
political and economic unity. But for these benefits,
the movements towards national progress would
never have seen the light ol day. Bloody revolutions
and violent political upheavals have been prevented
by a traditional respect for law and order, while
equality before the law, and the recognition of
sovercignty have secured equal justice for all races
and communities. In short the British implanted in
Ceylon the traditions of Magna Charta and the Bill
of Rights.
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The British were responsible for bringing the
economic life of Ceylon from its medieval isolation
into the network of world economy. It was their
vision that brought out vast plantations of tea and
rubber, which today, are holding their places in world
markets increasing the national wealth of the country.
The major part of the capital invested is of British
origin; but large acreages are now gradually falling
into Ceylonese hands, a result to be expected from
Independence. Under Colonial rule the wvast
profits from these plantations were appropriated by
the British but today the high rates of the profit tax
make it possible to divert considerable amounts
for national purposes and general development
of the country which has been extremely slow
under British Colonial rule. The export trade how-
ever, is still largely, in the hands of the British and it
is likely to be so for sometime, because they are masters
of shipping and freight and more over by contacts
abroad are in a position to corner world markets.
After World War 11 Japan, Germany and other enemy
countries of Europe lost their trade in Ceylon. When
they regained their status the Ceylon Government
seized the opportunity to encourage Ceylonese fto
take to export and import business by what is called
the * Ceylonisation Policy.” The policy has two
main objectives, placing control of business in the
hands of Ceylonese and securing for them an effective
share of employment, although there is nothing
objectionable in these aims, they are not welcomed by
foreign nationals, who have all the advantages on their
side. This however is unfortunate, it would be worth-
while for the foreign business-men to give the policy a
reasonable trial, in a spirit of good-will, mutual under-
standing, and co-operation without starting with fears
and suspicions and adopting devices to circumvent
government regulations. We notice an increasing
interest on the part of Ceylonese to take to trade and
commerce and there are no reasons why, with better
facilities they should not succeed. On the other hand
the foreign nationals must realise, that the people of
Ceylon have no other country in which to carry on
business to better their standard of living.

Industrially Ceylon isextremely backward, Under
Colonial rule, the industrial potentialities of the island
were never explored, all attention being concentrated
on agriculture; but today, the position has changed.
It is manifest to everyone, that industrial develop-
ment cannot be ruled out. The time has come to

explore every avenue of employment in order Lo absorb
a rapidly growing population. Efforts to increase
national wealth and to raise the standard of living can
no longer be neglected they cannot be attained without
foreign aid, Government therefore, is admitting foreign
capital. There are a number of industries, which can
be undertaken with profit, and for these, not only do
we need foreign capital but also technical assistance from
outside. Our association with the British will naturally
stimulate preference for British Capital but the urgency
is so great, and the need so pressing, that other sources
cannot be ruled out. Circumstances compel the
authorities to focus attention on fundamental
needs such as shelter, food and clothing. Attempts are
being made to meet peoples’ requirements by the
utilisation of local material and labour, but for
proper direction technical skill is essential, it is here
that the island needs foreign assistance in the
shape of experts. It is gratifying to note that the
results of local research and experiments are being
reflected in governmental and private undertakings
to meet the shortage of houses, and to increase food
production. The problem of food production is
one of the matters engaging the attention of the U.N.O.
and it is likely that with their assistance, scientific
methods of cultivation will be applied more widely
for intensive and extensive cultivation. These are
some of the benefits which this country can expect
through its long association with the British, and from
her membership in the Commonwealth.

In the field of education the British contribution
is decidedly on the credit side. The largest share goes
to the Christian missionaries who established the
finest schools and colleges on the pattern of
English Public Schools. In every phase of the
history of education is reflected a strong English
tradition. From the latter half of the nineteenth
century, until thirty years ago, the classical tradition
was paramount, although scientific subjects were
not lost sight of, The wvalue of the Classical
tradition has indeed been very great. Now it is rapidly
disappearing. Those who were previleged to have
a classical education proved their efficiency in
English, and were able to compete with scholars
in British Universities. Most of them attained to
positions of eminence in the public services and the
professions and became leaders of thought, and pillars
of Ceylon society. Their pre-eminence was to be
expected under British rule. Although English is a
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foreign language, it is still the official language.
In practice it served as a medium of intercourse
for the different community groups of the island, and
helped to promote good feeling and understanding.
Moreover it is a key, to a great storehouse of
literature, and to every scientific work of importance.
Its value is deeply appreciated, and its study made
compulsory notwithstanding government’s policy to
make Tamil and Sinhalese the official languages,
English today has become a world language and
therefore it is wever likely to take a second place,
however strong and irresistible might be the ery for the
national languages. English language and literature,
arec among the imperishable monuments, which British
rule have left, not only to this country but to all
countries throughout the East, where they exercised
influence. It is this influence, above all that enables
the South East Asian Nations to participate in world
assemblies today.

The principle of self-government this country
enjoys evolved through stages, culminating in
the technique of British Parliamentary practice,
The lsland’s constitution is entirely a British
product. Constitutional changes are necessarily
dictated according to situations, which arise from time
to time, but to the credit of the British it must be
said that they laid traditions on which such
changes can be built. While it is true that a nation
must build up its own constitution, suited to the
genius of the people, the British tradition is so deep-
rooted that future constitution-makers are not likely
to depart from basic principles such as fundamental
rights. The Party System operates in Ceylon and as
a rule parliamentary elections arc held on party lines.
Although adult franchise is recognised, the electorate
is far from educated. But the people are getting politi-
cally-minded far more rapidly than was expected when
the principle of adult suffrage was first introduced.
This island has had a stable government since the grant
of Independence in 1948. Two general elections were
held and the same party returned to power on both
occasions. Although we are able to speak of a stable
government, we cannol equally record a stable oppo-
sition. This is because splinter partics have been
returned in such small numbers that there is no
prospects for any section of the opposition groups
counting a sullicient majority to be able to form a
government. It is however reasonable to expect that

with time leaders will absorb the traditions and
conventions of the Mother of Parliaments,

Since the grant of Independence the Tsland has
had three Prime Ministers. The Right Honourable
D. S. Senanayake, was the first Prime Minister
of Independent Ceylon. He was an elder statesman
and an ardent supporter of the movement for
political Independence. His memory is revered
throughout the island as the father of the Nation
and the liberator of the people from the yoke of
Colonialism. After his death in tragic circumstances
his son, Mr. Dudley Senanayake was appointed. He was
a worthy successor, His genial personality, dignity and
restraint won him universal affection. This was more
evident by the overwhelming majority by which the
party was returned at the second general election.
Unfortunately illness prevented him from continuing
the arduous duties of his office. The present holder
is a tried politician and a senior statesman of great
expericnce, he is one of the most popular per-
sonalities of the island, gifted with a fund of
common sense and an infinite capacity for work,
he has a deep and abiding affection for his
country and is an enthusiastic upholder of the
democratic way of life. He has travelled much and
acquired a profound knowledge of men and matters.
He received his education at the Royal College,
one of the finest public schools of the Island and at
Christ’s College, Cambridge. There is no fear of a re-
volutionary departure from the British tradition so
long as he is at the head of affairs, because in him
there is that element of conservatism, which makes
him slow to revolutions and drastic changes, a cha-
racteristic which has contributed so much to the
building up of great British statesmen. Sir John
Kotelawala, represented this country at Her Majesty’s
Coronation and it is fitting that the people should
have the opportunity of welcoming Her Majesty
during his term of office. It is a memorable
event not only in British history but in the island’s
history as well. Her Majesty is also Queen of
Ceylon and for that reason in particular Her Majesty
can count on the same devotion, loyalty and affection
which the British people have for the throne for so
many centuries, the Royal wisit will strengthen
Ceylon’s ties with the United Kingdom and other
Member states of the Commonwealth.
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TILIE NEW OLYMPIA THEATRE

takes pride in announcing that it has been granted the privilege of bringing
to the theatre-goers ol this area the first MOTION PICTURE IN

CiNEMAS cOPE

THE MODERN MIRACLE YOU SEE WITHOUT GLASSES !

THIS NEW-DIMENSIONAL

photographic marvel will bring you the greatest story of love, faith and
overwhelming spectacle ever brought to the

SCREEN
TEN YEARS IN PREPARATION.....TWO YEARS [N PRODUCTION.....,
WITH A CAST OF THOUSANDS !

20th Century-Fox presents

From the Novel by 44 7 Color by
Lloyd C. Douglas. 5’13 0 b’ e Technicolor.

SHIP AND TRAVEL
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PASSENGER AND FREIGHT SERVICES

BETWEEN COLOMBO AND BOMBAY, ADEN, SUEZ,
PORT SAID AND LONDON; MADRAS AND
CALCUTTA, PENANG; SINGAPORE, HONG KONG
AND JAPAN: PERTH, ADELAIDE, MELBOURNE,
SYDNEY AND BRISBANE; PERSIAN GULF,
MAURITIUS, EAST AND WEST PAKISTAN

Agents: MACKINNON MACKENZIE & CO. OF CEYLON LTD.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




167

SOME ASPECTS OF BRITISH INFLUENCE ON THE CIVILIZATION OF CEYLON

The British influence in Ceylon is manysided,
it is reflected in our social, political, economic and
intellectual life, a complete survey will run into
volumes but certain aspects of that influence must be
constantly kept in mind, because they promote the
It may be that they
themselves were not the inventors of some of them

good life and inspire high ideals.

but surely they improved upon them and became their
transmitters. The colonial and imperial phase is
gone, the spirit and ideals which they inspire remain.
In their place has come a new phase an era of equality,

in no sense subordinate. A partnership, a desire to

E5g3

SO

promote the common good these are imperishable
Let us hope that our link with the British
strengthened by the grant ol Independence in 1948
will last and have a continuity as the British Monarchy
itself. The Monarch is older
one hundred years, with a brief interruption of eleven
years from 1649-1660 when England became a Republic.
The long continuity of the British Monarchy is indeed
one of the most remarkable features of all history when
we think that Elizabeth 1T in 1954 can trace her descent
to the ancient King Egbert who as Ernest Barker tells us
united all England under his sway as far back as the
year 809.

1deals.

than one thousand
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eleome to Our Queen

Welcome, Gracious Queen, welcome to this Fair Isle,
Where concord reigns and pleasing prospects smile ;
Where ancient wonders’ jungled - ruins proclaim

Our Island’s pristine power, our fathers’ fame ;
Where deep gigantic tanks amaze the eye

And show our farmers’ might in days gone by ;

Where matchless frescoes boast our Island’s lore ;

cccddccccccadccdcaddacddcccdccccc

Where Tea, Rubber, and Coconut palms grow ;
Where Nature's Splendour lavishly provides
Picturesque scenes all round the mountain sides ;
Where kindly hearts and beaming faces glow
Our Country's hospitality to show ;

Where one and all expect that you will find
This brief visit the brightest of its kind.

J- M. CAJETAN GOMES.
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Her Majesty the Queer’s Uisit
Full OYicial @rogramm&,

We give below the full official programme of the visit of Her Majesty Qucen Elizabeth II and H.R.H. the Dul.e of
Edinburgh to Cevion next April .—

Saturday, April 10,
6.00 a.m.—HM. Cy. S. *“Viaya> joins
“ Gathic ™ and escorts her three miles from Colombo
harbour.

6.3 am.— ** Gothic” and escort arrives off
Colombo. ** Gothic ™ picks up pilot.
6.40 a.m.—"* Gothic ™ enters harbour and a

Ruyal salute of 21 guns is fired.
7.30 a.m.—~" Gothic ™ berths at quay.

8.15 a.m.—The Governor-General and the Prime
Minister arrive on board. His Excellency greets the
Queen and the Duke and presents the Prime Minister.

8.25 a.m.—The Minister of Home Affairs and
the Parliamentary Secretary to the Mlinister of
Transport and Works arrive on board. They are
presented to the Queen and the Duke by the Prime
Minister.

8.35 a.m.—The Minister of Home Affairs ieaves
to go ashore, accompanied by the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Transport and Works.

8.40 a.m.—The Governor-General leaves to go
ashore, accompanied by the Prime Minister.

9.00 a.m.—The Queen and the Duke, followed
by the members of the Royal household taking part
in the State Drive, step ashore and are grected by
H.E, and the P.M., at the foot of and well clear of
the gangway,

A bouquet is presented to the Queen.

When the Queen and the Duke have stepped
ashore a royal salute of 21 guns is fired, during which
the Queen and Duke, accompanied by H.E., and the
P.M., proceed across the quay.

The Queen and the Duke are met by the Captain
of the Navy, who conducts them to a dais. When
the Queen and the Duke have taken their places on

the dais a royal salute is given by a Royal Ceylon
Navy guard-of-honour and Namo Namo Matha,
followed by God Save The Queen is played.

At the conclusion of the National Anthems the
Queen inspects the guard-of-honour.

As soon as the Queen has left the dais to inspect
the guard-of-honour H.E., the P.M., and others taking
part in the State Drive proceed to their cars.

9.15 a.m, —State Drive to Queen’s House
(6 1/4 miles approximately) with a briel stop at the
War Memorial.

At the War Memorial the Queen and the Duke
are met by the Chairman of the Comrades of the Great
War (Ceylon) Association, who presents the Chairman
of the Comrades of the Second Great War (Ceylon)
Association, and the Chairman of the Ceylon Ex-
Servicemen’s Association.

The Chairman escorts the Queen and the Duke
to the terrace in front of the War Memorial, and the
P.M., and the Minister of Home Affairs follow. The
Chairman of the Comrades of the Great War (Ceylon)
Association on behall of the three Associations,
presents the Queen and the Duke with a wreath to be
laid on the memorial.

H.E. leaves the procession at the War Memorial,
and proceeds to Queen’s House to greet the Queen and
the Duke on their arrival.

10.50 a.m.—The Queen and the Duke arrive at
Queen’s House. They are met by the Commander of
the Army and the Queen inspects an Army guard-
of-honour.

They enter Queen’s House. The Governor-
General presents the members of his personal stafl
and their wives, and conducts them upstairs to the
drawing room, where light refreshments are served.

1.15 p.m.—Luncheon at Queen’s House.
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travel with a family, and the
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4.30 p.m.—Reception of Chiel Justice, President
of the Senate, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Cabinet Ministers and members of the Diplomatic
Corps with their wives, at Queen’s House.

6.30 p.m.— Her Majesty broadcasts to the people
of Ceylon from Queen’s House.

7.45 p.m.—Quiet dinner at Queen’s House.

10.00 p.m.—Evening and dance at

Queen’s House.

reception

Sunday, April 11th.
(Palm Sunday).

9.40 a.m.— Leave for St. Peter’s Church, Fort.

9.45 a.m.—Divine Service at St. Peter’s Church,
Fort.

11.00 a.m. —Return to Queen’s House.

12.30 p.m.—Leave Queen’s House for the
Colombe Customs Quay, to visit H.M.Cy.S.
* Vijaya.”

115 p.m.—Luncheon with the Commander-in-
Chief of the East Indies Station in his flagship H.M.S.
" Newfoundland.”

2.30 p.m.—Leave H.M.S. * Newfoundland > for
Queen’s House.

2.35 p.m,—Arrive at Queen’s House.
6.30 p.m.—Prime Minister’s garden party.

8.30 p.m.—Quiet dinner at Queen’s House,

Monday, April 12th.

10.30 a.m.—Parliamentary
Independence Hall,

ceremony at

1.60 p.m.—Quiet luncheon at Queen’s House.
4.15 p.m.—Race Meeting.

8.00 p.m.—Quiet dinner at Queen’s House.

Tuesday, April 13th,
(First Day of Sinhalese and Tamil New Year.)
9.30 am,—Orchid Show at Queen’s House.
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11.00 a.m.—Her Majesty reccives the Maldivian
delegation. '

11.15 am.—The Maldivian delegation departs.
1.00 p.m. —Quict luncheon at Queen’s House.

6.15 p.m.— The Queen and the Duke leave
Queen’s House to attend a Festival of Art.

6.30 p.m.—On arrival they are met by the
Minister of Finance.

6.40 p.m. to 8.00 p.m.—The Queen and the Duke
witness a Festival of Art, organised by the Arts Council
of Ceylon,

8.15 p.m. —Arrive at Queen’s House.
9.00 p.m.—Quiet dinner at Queen’s House.

10.20 p.m.—The Queen and the Duke drive Lo
Colombo Fort Railway Station, where they are met
by the Parliamentary Sccretary to the Minister of
Transport and Works. The Permanent Scerctary to
the Ministry of Transport and Works and the General
Manager of Railways will be present.

The Queen and the Duke are accompanied to the
station by the Governor-General,

10.35 p.m.—The Queen and the Duke leave by
Royal Train for Polonnaruwa.

(Note. —The Prime Minister and the Minister ol
Home Affairs proceed earlier in the day by car to
Polonnaruwa. His Excellency proceeds from Queen’s
House to King's Pavilion, Kandy, by car on the
following day, April 14th.)

Wednesday, April 14th.
(Second day of Sinhalese and Tamil New Year.)

6.00 am.—The Queen and the Duke arrive at
Polonnaruwa Station, three miles from Polonnaruwa
Resthouse.

7.10 am.—They are mel by the Prime Minister
and the Minister of Home Affairs.

7.15 am.—Leave by car for Polonnaruwa Rest-
house.

7.25 a.m.—Arrive at Polonnaruwa Resthouse.

8.15 a.m. —Breakfuast at Polonnaruwa Resthouse.
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9.00 a.m.—Visit to ancient ruins at Polonnaruwa.
The Minister of Education and the Archaeological
Commissioner are in attendance.

11,00 a.m,—Return to Polonnaruwa Resthouse.
12.30 p.m.—Luncheon at Polonnaruwa Resthouse.

4.30 p.m.—Inspect Parakrama Samudra Scheme.

The Minister of Lands and Land Development and the
Land Commissioner are in attendance.

6,30 p.m.—Return to Polonnaruwa Resthouse.

&

8.00 p.m.—Quiet dinner.
(Night to be spent at Polonnaruwa Resthouse).

Thursday, April 15th.

8.00 a.m.—Leave Polonnaruwa Resthouse by
car for Sigiriva (41 miles). The Prime Minister and
the Minister of Home Affairs accompany them.

9.45 a.m.—Drive round Sigiriya Rock. The
Minister of Education and the Archaeological
Commissioner are in attendance. .

11.15 a.m.—Leave Sigiriva by car for Matale
Railway Station (40 miles away). The Prime Minister
and the Minister of Home Affairs accompany Her
Majesty and His Royal Highness to Matale Railway
Station. The Minister of Home Affairs then takes
his leave.

1.00 p.m.—Entrain al Matale Railway Station.
The Prime Minister accompanies Her Majesty and
His Royal Highness.

1.15 p.m.—Luncheon and tea on frain.

5.45 p.m.—Arrive at Nanu Oya Railway Station
(5 1/2 miles from Queen’s Cottage, Nuwara Eliya).

6.10 p.m.—Address presented by the Mayor of
Nuwara Eliya, en route. The Prime Minister
presents the Mayor and takes his leave.

6.20 p.m.—Arrive at Queen’s Cottage, Nuwara
Eliya,

(Note: —Bonfires will be lit on the surrounding
hills after dark).

" King’s Pavilion, Kandy (48 miles).

Friday, April 16th.
(Good Friday.)
9.45 a.m.—Leave Queen’s Cottage for Holy
Trinity Church, Nuwara Eliya.
10.00 a.m.—Morning Service at Holy Trinity
Church.
10.45 a.m.—Refurn  to

Queen’s  Cotlage.

1.30 p.m.—Quiet luncheon.
Quiet afternoon and evening.

Saturday, April 17th.

1.30 p.m.—Quiet luncheon.

6.00 p.m.—Leave Queen’s Cottage for Radella
Club (7 miles away) to atlend a party given by the
Planters’ Association on the centenary of its for-
mation.

6.30 p.m.—Arrive at Radella Club.

7.15 p.m.—Leave Radella Club for Queen’s
Cottage.

8.30 p.m.—Quiet dinner.

Sunday, April 18th.
(Easter Sunday).

10.45 a.m.—Leave Queen’s Cottage for Holy
Trinity Church.

11.00 a.m.—Morning Service at Holy Trinity
Church.

12.15 p.m.—Return to Queen’s Cottage.

1.30 p.m.—Luncheon.

3.00 p.m.—Leave Queen’s Cottage by car for
Halt, en route
(if desired) at Pussellawa Resthouse (25 miles from
Nuwara Eliya).

5.45 p.m.—Arrive at King’s Pavilion, Kandy.
They are met by His Excellency.

8.00 p.m.—Quict dinner at King's Pavilion.

Monday, April 19th,
9.30 a.m.—Leave King’s Pavilion for a State
Drive round Kandy.
An address is presented by the Mayor of Kandy,
en route, The Minister of Home Aflairs presents
the Mayor,
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10.45 p.m.—Reception at Audience Hall, Her
Majesty and His Royal Highness are received by
the Prime Minister, who presents the First Adigar.
The First Adigar presents the Second Adigar and
the eight Disavas.

Address, and reply by Her Majesty.

11.45 a.m.—Relurn to King's Pavilion.
1.00 p.m.—Quiet luncheon.

5.30 p.m.—His Excellency’s
King’s Pavilion.

Garden Party at

8.00 p.m.—Small
Pavilion.

dinner party at King’s

9.45 p.m.—Leaves for the Octagon.

9.50 p.m.—On arrival,
by the Diyawadana Nilame,

the Queen is received

10.06 p.m.—The Queen and the Duke view the
Royal Perahera.

11.30 p.m.—Return to King’s Pavilion.

Tuesday, April 20th.
8.30 a.m.—Leave King's Pavilion,

9.00 a.m.—Visit the Royal Botanical Gardens,
Peradeniva. The Queen and the Duke are received
by the Minister of Agriculture and Food and the

- Minister of Home Affairs, who are attended by the
Director of Agriculture and the Superintendent of
the Gardens.
memoration of her visit.

9.50 am. Leave Gardens. The Minister of
Home Affairs accompanies the Queen and the Duke
‘to the University.

9.55 a.m.—Arrive at entrance to University

. Road. The Queen and the Duke are met by the -
go on board. £

Prime Minister, who presents the Director of Public
" Works and the University Architect.

10.10 a.m.—Arrive at the

. Lodge.

10.55 a.m.—Leave the Lodge for the opening
of the University by the Duke..

Her Majesty plants a tree in com-

Vice-Chancellor’s .
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11.30 a.m.—Leave for King's Pavilion, Kandy.
12.30 p.m.—Quiet luncheon at King’s Pavilion:

2.35 p.m.—Drive to Kandy Railway Station
(3/4 mile).

2.45 p.m.—Leave by train for Colombo, ac-
companied by the Prime Minister and the Minister
of Home Affairs.

(Note:
car).

His Excellency travels to Colombo by

5.55 p.m.—The Queen and the Duke arrive at
Colombo Fort Railway Station, where they are met
by His Excellency.

6.10 p.m.—Arrive at Queen’s House,

8.60 p.m.—Quiet dinner at Queen’s House.

Wednesday, April 21st.
(Her Majesty’s Birthday).

8.15 a.m.—The Queen and the Duke leave
Queen’s House.

8.25 a.m.—Arrive at Galle Face Green (one
mile). Her Majesty inspects the Parade of the
Armed Forces (under the command of the Com-
mander of the Army).

9.30 a.m.—Leave for Queen’s House.

11.30 a.m.—TInvestiture at Queen’s House.
1.30 p.m.— Quiet lunchecon at Queen’s House.

5.15 p.m.—Leave Queen’s House for the New
Customs Quay accompanied by His Excellency.

5.20 p.m.—Arrive at the New Customs Qu'w
The Prime Minister meets them. :

The Queen inspects an Air Force guard-of-
honour. i
535 pm.—The Queen and the Duke, ac-
companied by His Excellency and the Prime Ministert,
3_

the

4% p.nm.—His Excellency and

Prime
Mimstu_ leave to go ashore. ;
6.00 p.m.—*

7.00 p.m.—*° Gothic ™
broadcast or message.

Gothic ™ leaves berth. 3
drops pilot. P'atre_W‘e}l
te

e T R
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Sole Ceylon Agents For the Following

SRITIGH MANUTACTURERS

Albert E. Reed & Co., Ltd.
?‘ Samuel Jones & Co., Ltd.
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. 1698 ' SidneyR. Littlejohn & Co., Ltd. £
,_ " Lorilleux & Bolton Ltd. ;%a
o=l - 2
=, Winsor & Newton Ltd. ;:
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MOTOR OIL
in petroleum products

CALTEX CEYLON LIMITED, Chartered Bank Building, COLOMBO.

ooIdrdri.o ddvVd .Uy

Telephone: 7241/4 Telegrams: ‘CALTEX’
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