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THE MUNICIPALITY OF COLOMBO.

REPORT OK THE CHAIRMAN FOR THE YEAR L926.

CHAPTER I.

COUNCIL, COMMITTEES, MEETINGS, &c.

The Council.

Nominated CoutwiHors. Nomina ted Councillors—contd.

Mr. H. E. Newnham, B.A., C.C.S., Chairman. 
Mr. W. Phiips, till March 4, and 
Mr. T. R. Mitchell, from March 19.
Mr. G. Adamjee Lukinanjee.
Mr. W. E. Y. de Rooy.
Mr. A. H. F. Clarke, till May 27, and 
Mr. W. J. Thornhill, from June 9.
The Hon. Mr. L. Macrae, M.L.C., till April 

21, and
Lieut.-Col. N. Dunbar Walker, O.B.E., M.B., 

till October 26, and
Lieut.-Col. C. D. styles, O.B.E., M.B., from 

October 26.
Mr. G. W. Dodds.
Dr. G. Thornton.

Mr. J. S. Collett.
Mr. A. H. G. Dawson, till August 15, and 
Mr. A. J. Wickwar, from August 15.

Elected Councillors.
Mr. C. P. Dias, M.B.E., J.P.
The Hon. Mr. N. H. M. Abdul Cader, M.L.C. 
Mr. H. L. de Mel. C.B.E.. J.P.
Dr. E. V. Ratnam.
Mr. A. E. de Silva.
Mr. R. L. Pereira.
The Hon. Mr. C. II. Z. Fernando, M.L.C.
Dr. E..A. Coorey.
Mr. T. G. Jayewardene, V.D., J.P.
Mr. N. R. Blande.

Council Mmtiny*.—Thirteen.
Present.

121. The Chairman
2. Mr. C. P. Dias
3. The Hon. Mr. N. H. M. Abdul Cader
4. Mr. H. L. deMel
5. Dr. E. Y. Ratnam
6. Mr. W. Phiips, till March 4
7. Mr. A. E. de Silva
8. Mr. R. L. Pereira
9. *The Hon. Mr. C. H. Z. Fernando

10. Mr. G. Adamjee Lukmanjee
11. Mr. W. K. Y. de Rooy
12. Mr. A. H. F. Clarke, till May 27
13. The Hon. Mr. L. Macrae, till April 21
14. Dr. E. A. Coorey ' ...
15. Mr. G. W. Dodds
16. Dr. G. Thornton
17. Mr. J. S. Collett
18. Mr. T. G. Jayewardene
19. Mr. N. R. Blande
20. Mr. A. H. G. Dawson, till August 15
21. Miv A. J. Wickwar, from August 15
22. Mr. T. R. Mitchell, from March 19
23. Lieut.-Col. N. Dunbar Walker, till October 26
24. Mr. W. J. Thornhill, from June 9
25. Lieut.-Col. C. D. Myles, from October 26 ...

* Absent from Ceylon during 4 meetings.

The 13 Council meetings occupied 19 hours and dealt with 884 items of Agenda. . The 
average time of a meeting was therefore an hour and a half: and the average number of items 
dealt with at a meeting was 68. The shortest meeting was on March 3 (34 minutes and 72 items); 
the longest on August 4 (2 hours and 14 minutes and 60 items).

13
13

9
12
2

12
7
9
6

13
2
1

11
13
8

11
13
12

5
4
9
3
2
2
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100J. fn Mav 1927, the Council 

... meetings during the pel''"f ‘\"f''u'0£\he’votingm'e recorded below. 
The items thus voted on and the result oi 

only required twice.

(i
At the 37 Council 

divided on 12 occasions.
The casting vote of the Chairman

October 1, 1921—To take strong action to enforce
5 Nominated ...
1 Elected

was
rules of road on pedestrians.

1 Nominated. 
5 Elected.

” ! Against {

{For
Casting vote of Chairman for.

officer’s services at end of two years’ service.
2 Nominated.
8 Elected.

December 3, 1921—To dispense with an
7 Nominated ... •**} Against jiFor 1 Elected
surprise visits by Councillors to Municipal institutions.

. . ( 8 Nominated.
... Against | x Elected.

April 1. 1925—To authorize
For G Elected

cancel order prohibiting grazing of milch cows on Municipal 
lands.

For 8 Elected

November 4, 1925—To
7 Nominated. 
1 Elected.

... Against |

Casting vote of Chairman against,

December 9,1925—To reduce two salaries by amount of batta earned.
1 Nominated ...
6 Elected

May 5, 192G—To allow Council’s files relating to the property of a Councillor which 
is the subject of litigation between him and the Council to be sent 
to that Councillor for reference.

4 Nominated ...
G Elected

5 Nominated. 
3 Elected.

Against j{For

j Against j 4 Nominated. 
1 Elected.tFor

December 1, 1926—To appoint a Committee to inspect the boundary wall and land
of the Kirillapone cemetery.

For 5 Elected ... Against | 7 Nominated. 
1 Elected.

December 8, 1926—To increase the estimated revenue 'for 1927 from the tax on
vehicles and animals.

For 7 Elected
March 9, 1927—To refuse an increase of pension to an officer.

For 3 Elected

Against G Nominated.

... Against |

March 9, 1927—To place post of Scavenging Inspector in the same group as Sanitary 
Inspectors.

7 Nominated. 
G Elected.

i 1 Nominated 
6 Elected

"’} Against | 5 Nominated. 
3 Elected.

For

Apnl 0, 1927—To adopt the report of the Works and Finance Committees regarding 
the Assessor.

For | « Nominated 
{ o Elected ' J Against

May 11,1927 To adoptdh^eport of the Finance Committee regarding the appointment

4 Elected.

i G Nominated ... 
2 Elected ’"]■ Against

members. There were vacancies unfilled mong”the'nominatedm*5 ^ Chf'?nan’ and 10 elected 
the above 3/ meetings were held. There was a majority of elected the tame that 8 0Vlt of
and a majority of nominated members at 11 meeting At S jUt1 m®mbers present at 18 meetings 
elected members present was equal. ' At b meetln«s the number of nominated and

For
G Elected.

Committers in 1926.

Standing Committees
M <w.< e|„m hoim

Present.

number of meetings at

1 • The Chairman 
The Hon. Mr. N IT 
Mr. R. L. Pereira 

4- Mr. W. E. V. de Rooy
M. Abdul Cader 11

11

10



» o
* r

MUNICIPALITY OF COLOMBO. ' 7 •o9

Sanitation and Markets.—Eleven meetings, lasting thirteen and half hours.
Present. •

1. The Chairman 
Dr. E V. Ratnam 
Dr. E. A. Coorey 
Dr. G. Thornton

11
2. 11
3. 8
4, 5

IForks.—Fourteen meetings.
Present.

14The Chairman 
Mr. C. P. Dias
Mr. A. H. F. Clarke, till May 27 
Mr. W. J. Thornhill, from June 0 
Dr. E. A. Coorey

1.
II*>
43.
44.

o. 10

Finance.—Seventeen meetings.
Present.

1. The Chairman
2. Mr. H. L. de Mel
3. Mr. A. E. de Silva
4. Mr. T. G. Jayewardeue

The total time occupied by the Works and Finance Committees was thirty-five hours.

17
13
10
14 •

The Special Committee regarding the Building of the New Town Hall.—Eight meetings,
lasting fourteen and a quarter hours.

Present?.
81. The Chairman 

• 2. Mr. H. L. de Mel
3. Mr. A. E. de Silva :..
4. Mr. W. E. V. de Rooy
5. Mr. A. H. F. Clarke, till May 27
6. Mr. G. W. Dodds
7. Mr. T. G. Jayewardene
8. Mr. J. S. Collett
0. The Hon. Mr. C. H. Z. Fernando, from June 2 

A Sub-Committee consisting of the Chairman, Mr. G. W. Dodds, and Mr. T. G. 
Jayewardene held three meetings, lasting ten hours, to inquire into the delay in the building.

The Special Committee regarding the Public Library.—Three meetings, lasting four and a half hours.
(.1) Members of Council.

4
1
3
l
7
C»

. 7
3

Present.
31. The Chairman

2. Mr. A. E. de Silva
3. Mr. R. L. Pereira
4. Mr. W. E. V. de Rooy
5. Dr. E. A. Coorey

1

l

(2) Members of Public. 
The Colombo Library.

1. Dr. David Rockwood
2. Rev. M. J. Burrows

2
2

The Pettah Library.
3. The Hon. Mr. G. A. Will©
4. Mr. F. Dadabhoy

3
2

5. The Hon. Sir Ii. M. Fernando, Kt.
6. Dr. J. Pearson
7. Prof. R. Marrs
8. Prof. Leigh Smith 
0. Mr. P. de S. Kularatne

10. Rev. Father Y. M. Le Jeune
11. Mr. E. W. Jayewardene, K.C.
12. Mr. L. M. Maartensz

1
1
1
1
2

The Special Building Committee.—Eleven meetings, lasting twelve hours.
Present.

1. The Chairman 
Mr. H. L. de Mel 
Mr. A. E. de Silva 
Mr. R. L. Pereira 
Mr. A. H. F. Clarke, till May 27 
Dr. E. A. Coorey 
Mr. T. G. Jayewardene
The Hon. Mr. O. H. Z. Fernando, from June 2

11
2. 8
3. 1
4,r>. 5
0. 2
7. 10

38.

*■

o
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and half hours.
Present.

CEYLON

Special Committee regarding
' 8

9The
2

1. The Chairman
9 Mr. C. P. Dias

Dr. E. V. Hainani
4. Dr. E. A. Coorev
5. Dr. G. Thornton

Mr. T. G. Jayewardene

9

1
1

tkvouyh Agent« in London.-
Ij/n purchase of Stores

oiu> and a quarter hours.Serial M Present.The
1

1. The Chairman
2. Mr. C. P. Dias
3. Mr. H. L. de Mel
4. Mr. A. E. de Silva
5. Mr. A. H. F. Clarke
6. Dr. E. A. Coorev
7. Mr. J. S. Collett.
8. Mr. T. G. Jayewardene
9. Mr. N. R. Blande

'/'/»• Special Committee

1. The Chairman , , , ^ ,
2. The Hon. Mr. N. H. M. Abdul Cader
3. Mr. A. E. de Silva
4. The Hon. Mr. C. H. Z. Fernando
5. Mr. T. G. Jayewardene

The Special Committee of Inquiry regarding the Storekeeper.-Three meetings^lasting six hours.

1
1

and Lorry Traffic, in the City.—

31. The Chairman
2. Dr. E. A. Coorey
3. Mr. G. W. Dodds
4. Mr. T. G. Jayewardene
5. Mr. N. R. Blande

The Four Standing Committees met together twice for three hours and ten minutes in all. 
in addition to the 13 Council meetings (except one when he was ill) and the 86 Council Commit­
tee meetings, the Chairman attended the following official or &?>officio meetings Port Commis­
sion, 6; Hydro-Electric Advisory Board, 11; Labour Advisory Committee, 8; Wet Dock, 4; Housing 
Ordinance, 4; Motor Ordinance, 1: Galle Face Athletic Ground, 2; Home for Incurables, 7; Vagrants' 
Home, 2; Friend-in-Need Society, 9: Lunatic Asylum, 6: a total of 158 meetings in a year.

Mr. C. P. Dtas, M.B.E., J.P., M.M.C.
Mr. C. P. Dias, who had uninterruptedly represented the San Sebastian Ward in this 

Council since January, 1891. that is, for a period of 35 years, did not seek re-election at the 
triennial elections at the end of 1926. His services to the ratepayers and the city were marked 
by the conferment on him by His Majesty the King of the Membership of the Order of the British 
Empire. Mr. Dias was invested with this honour by His Excellency the Governor, Sir Hugh 
Clifford, who, by special arrangement and on his own suggestion, performed the investiture in the 
Municipal Council Chamber before the General Meeting of the Council on December 1, in the 
presence of all the members of Council and a large gathering ol: prominent citizens of Colombo.

3
3
3
3

Triennial Elections.
The triennial elections for the election of a member for each ward of the eitv for the 

three years 1927 to 1929 were held at the end of the vear The * I
unopposed in the following wardsWellawatta, Kollupitiya Pettah Fort and ^^Tho
seat* foe Maradana, St. Paul’s, Kotahena, and Slave Island Wa,Sw^t^ '

lor nearly^V years. ^\lr!'s. w! lL^tanda^ representing the ward

The former was elected by 1,801. votes to 1,186 * ’ ^oonesinghe went to the poll-
SamvJLnuttu and'Mr.^J^I^ Eatnam, was contested by Dr. R-

114 votes. * ‘111 was ^-elected by a majority of

.»»«'■«< *#•*. i,y. ..

Ward lor IK years?^SlahJS’s^.f110 

Mr. M. L.1 M. Royal'"wafretumed unopposed'’ ^

Staff.
* In 1926 there were 35 pensionable posts in n, , . ,

whu'■*- *;
po?,ts or on daily pay was

represented the Slave Island 
a majority of 46 votes.

•J.P., did uot seek re-election, and
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Leave of Higher Staff.
Mr. Hallock Wijenathen, who was on eight months’ leave, resumed duties on January 4,1926. 
Mr. G. H. N. Saunders, who was on seven months’ leave, resumed duties on January 7,1926- 
Dr. E. R. Loos went on three months’ leave preparatory to retirement, and retired as from

August 1. 1926.
Recruitment of Staff.

Dr. F. N. Jayawardene assumed duties on August 3, 1926, as Assistant Medical Officer
of Health.

During the years 1924,1925,1926 there have been six new appointments to the permanent 
higher, staff. 01 these, only one, Mr. C. Stewart Orr, the Assessor, was recruited from outside the 
Colony. The remainder were recruited in Ceylon, viz.:—Dr. (Mrs.) Rowlands, Messrs. 0. T. F. 
Senaratne, J.. C. 0. Ernst, G. A. Amerasinghe, and Dr. F. N. Jayawardene.

Reference was made in the 1925 Report to the large number of applicants for employment 
who merely hold the Elementary School-Leaving Certificate and nothing higher; and to the small 
number of applicants when the educational qualification is raised to the Cambridge Senior standard. 
It was noted also to what a low level even the latter attain when they are examined departmentally 
in arithmetic, essay, and general knowledge. Experience in 1926 was the same and is recorded 
as follows :—

Clerical Service, Division I.—Rs. 900 by Rs. 120 to Rs. 3,180—Cambridge Senior or 
London Matriculation; or Junior or Elementary School-Leaving Certificate with 
a Commercial Certificate: 24 applicants for 6 appointments; 14 failed to pass the 
qualifying test in arithmetic, handwriting, and spelling.

Clerical Service, Division II.—Rs. 540 by Rs. 60 to Rs. 1,320—Elementary School- 
Leaving Certificate : 327 applicants, of whom 166 were selected to compete for 36 
appointments. The last appointed obtained only 40 per cent, of marks 
in the departmental examination in arithmetic, essay, and general knowledge.

Sanitary Sub-Inspector—Rs. 1,200 by Rs. 96 to Rs. 2,400—Senior Local: 29 applicants 
for 1 post.

Market-keeper, Grade II.—Rs. 540 by Rs. 48 to Rs. 1,200—Elementary School-Leaving 
Certificate: 54 applicants for 1 post.

Other recruitment was as follows :—
Assistant Medical Officer of Health—Rs. 7,200 by Rs. 360 to Rs. 12,000—D. P. H. ■.

One applicant for 1 post advertised as for Ceylonese only.
Dispensary Medical Officer—Rs. 4,200 by 300 to Rs. 8,400—Qualified Medical 

Practitioner: 6 applicants for 1 post.
Apothecary—Rs. 1,200 by Rs. 96 to Rs. 2,400—Government Certificate: 14 applicants 

for 2 posts.
Health Visitors—Rs. 900 by Rs. 60 to Rs. 1,500—Certificates in Maternity and Nursing-. 

5 applicants for 2 posts.
Discipline. n

During the period August, 1924, to May, 1927, one Draughtsman and one Division I. Clerk 
have been compulsorily retired by Council for inefficiency. The Committees recommended that 
an Inspector should be removed from the service on the ground of inefficiency, but the Council 
referred the matter back for re-consideration. The Finance Committee recommended that a 
Division II. Clerk’s services should be discontinued, but Council resolved that he should be continued 
in service.

CHAPTER II.
Legislation.

The Report for 1925 indicated that the wishes of the Council in the matter of new 
legislation had not been precipitately fulfilled. Lest they should be lost sight of owing to effluxion 
of time they are again placed on record.

The amendments to the Municipal Councils Ordinance, which reached the stage of a draft bill 
in 1923, were deferred pending a decision with regard to the alterations in the Municipal constitu­
tion. 0.n this point a conference was held with His Excellency the Governor at the end of 1926. 

In 1922 the Council forwarded to Government certain amendments it desired made to the 
Housing and Town Improvement Ordinance. These are still under consideration by a Committee 
appointed by Government in March, 1925. The complexity of the subject has up to date precluded 
a decision.

The Food and Drugs Ordinance, which Government informed the Council in May, 1912* 
it proposed shortly to introduce, has not yet emerged.

The effort to deal with the importation of inferior milk, which in 1925 reached the stage 
of a draft proclamation, did not culminate in the publication of the proclamation by the end of 
1926 nor, indeed, by May, 1927.

The new Motor Car Ordinance, with regard to which conferences were held beginning in 
January, 1925, is still under consideration.

The Midwives’ Ordinance, which was passed in 1920 and which the Council in 1924 
pointed out had still not been brought into operation, remained still-born at the end of 1926.

On a report from the Police on October 30, 1926, that a sheep was left lying for 24 houi-s 
with its back broken at the Quarantine Station, it was discovered that the existing law does not 
provide for dealing with persons who leave an animal to die in agony, except on a street. The 
Council, therefore, on December 1, 1926, passed a by-law to cover such cases in its Cattle Mart and 
requested Government to legislate for the Quarantine Station and elsewhere. Unfortunately the 
Council’s by-law was found to be ultra vires. Government proposes to amend the law to deal 
with the matter.
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The following by-laws passed were gazetted during (lie year.
Under the Municipal Councils Ordinance, No. (> of 1010—-

Amendments to rules 2, 4, 20, 21, 21 A. and 20 (1) of Pension

Leave to daily paid employees.
Leave preparatory to retirement.

Under the Housing Ordinance, No. 11) of 1015—
Amendments in zoning by-laws.Treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis within 50 yards of human dwellings.

Under the Quarantine and Prevention of Diseases Ordinance of 1807—
Prohibiting bathing, &c., in a portion of the Kelani river.

Under the Vehicles Ordinance, No. 4 of 1026—Closure of First Division, Maradana, to motor ’bus and bullock cart traffic.
Closure of Campbell place, Second and Third Divisions, Maradana, to motor 

’bus traffic.One-way traffic in Bankshall street, Baillie street, Fourth Cross street, and 

Kcyzer street.

SESSIONALCEYLON
10

and Gratuity Rules.

CHAPTER III.
Finance.

The balance sheet of December 31, 1926, prepared by Mr. G. H. N. Saunders, the
details of the OounciFs total indebtedness on that date:—

Its. c.
2,831,949 29 

... 10,452,705 91
.97,394 41

Total ... 13,382,049 61

Municipal Treasurer, gives the following

Waterworks Loan ...
Drainage Loan 
Part, of cost of Victoria Bridge (capitalized)

The total city debt was reduced to this sum by Rs. 176,625*49 during the year and now 
represents less than four times the annual revenue from rates and taxes. The Ordinance permits 
borrowing to the extent of ten times such revenue, but the policy has been to keep far below that 
limit. The careful expenditure of the annual revenue fully absorbs the energies of the Council’s 
present staff and. indeed, in order to satisfy the requirements of the ratepayers, it was obvious that 
additional staff would be necessary to keep pace with the expansion of revenue and the higher 
standard of Municipal service now required.

The total revenue from all sources amounted to Rs. 6,297,430*07. an increase of six and 
half lakhs over 1925. This further record figure, however, was partly due to windfalls, which do 
not always recur; r.tj., the receipt of nearly three lakhs from Government in respect of the 
widening of the dalle road from Turret road to Deal place. Attention is invited to the report of 
the Municipal Treasurer under the heading of the Consolidated Rate, which brought in 52*22 per 
cent, of the Council’s revenue, as against nearly 57 per cent, in 1925. No less than 98*67 per cent, 
of the rates for the four quarters ending September 30, 1926, were collected during the year. This 
just beats the record collection of 98*66 per cent, in 1925. Ratepayers, however, take considerable 
advantage of the one month’s grace allowed for the payment of rates after the end of each quarter, 
72*39 per cent, of them having done so in the case of the first quarter. However, the percentages 
of rates which have to be forcibly collected is gradually falling, as is the amount of arrears 
outstanding at the end of the year. The efforts made by the Council’s staff to ensure the prompt 
collection of the rates are being supported by the gradual acquisition of the habit of prompt, 
payment by the ratepayers themselves. 1

The Council is doing its best to eliminate the practice of allowing properties to be seized 
and sold and vested in the Council for non-payment of rates, and in 1926 no such properties were 
vested, while forty properties previously vested were reconveyed to the owners. Unfortunately at 
the beginning of the year there were over 700 properties already thus vested in the Council, on 
most of which the owners were paying the equivalent of the rates although they were making no 
efforts to obtain the reconveyance. This position was eminently unsatisfactory and efforts are 
being made to induce owners to take the necessary steps to enter into possession of their own 
property. This, however, naturally entails their having to pay the lawyer’s fees to investigate 
their title, in order to ensure that the property is reconveyed to the right original owner and to 
conserve the interests of minors and others. This fee is an inevitable obstacle to reconveyance in 
the case of the poorer classes and the Council has spent much time and thought in endeavourin'* to 
devise a cheaper method of retransfer without incurring the risk of endangering the rights of the 
more helpless claimants. Reference is requested to Mr. Saunders’ report in Appendix A which 
contains a large quantity of valuable information regarding the actWities of P( 
financial and other. c uunwi

CHAPTER IV.

Assessment.
Attention is invited to the report of Mr. Stewart O,. *i

the end of the year the annual value of property iu Colombo l T AssessoU in Appendix B Bv 
had increase, by over Rs. 550,000. the same in
Fort Ward undertaken in 192o accounted for over oSIJr The systematic * ,1 ’14 “bf

-
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Wellawatta Ward which had not been revised for eight years was dealt with during the 
year and the new valuations would have produced an increase of Rs. 140,000 a year in rates. ' On 
representations from a Ratepayers’ Association, Council, early in 11)27, resolved to cancel the re-vision, 
which is to be done again in 1927.

Attention is invited to the work thrown on this Department by the valuations for 
acquisition of lands which amounted to over Rs. 400.000 for 108 lots. This work is of a very 
complicated and responsible nature, wherein it would be only too easy to purchase popularity and 
avoid discomforts at the expense of the general ratepayer by generous valuations. I should like to 
record appreciation of the skill and tact with which Mr. Orr performed this work. The projected 
improvements to the Galle road and other thoroughfares will make this branch of work yet more 
onerous in future.

11 •©

CHAPTER V.
Public Health.

In Appendix C, Dr. W. Marshall Philip, the Medical Officer of Health, submits his twenty- 
first and last Administration Report before his retirement after 24 years and 8 months service with 
the Council. The conferment on him by His Majesty the King during 1927 of the honour of 
Commandership of the British Empire was greeted with universal appreciation.

Dr. E. R. Loos, the Assistant Medical Officer of Health, also retired after nearly 18 years 
service and the Council is the poorer for the loss of his experience and knowledge.

1926 was an unusually prosperous year as reflected, for example, in the records of the 
Post Office Savings Bank. It was also a year remarkable in other respects. The general death-rate, 
28*4 per 1,000; the infant mortality, 204 per 1,000 births; the mortality from phthisis, 2*27 per 1,000, 
were the lowest rates ever recorded in Colombo, while the 13 cases of plague, with 12 deaths, were 
fewer than in any year since that disease appeared in Colombo in 1914. The birth-rate, 31*3 per 
1,000. was the highest recorded with the exception of the abnormally high post-war year rate of 
35*7 per 1,000 in 1921.

Plague.
Dr. Philip states his reasons for believing that plague was eradicated from Colombo in 

May until it was re-introduced from abroad in September through the Port. The re-introduction 
particularly unfortunate in that during the first six months of 1927 no less than 72 cases havewas

been reported in this city.
Dr. Hirst’s researches have shown that plague is introduced into Colombo through the 

harbour chiefly, if not entirely, by infected rat fleas and not by rats, and thence via the lighters to 
the Customs warehouses and the Government granaries whence it spreads to the town. It is 
singularly unfortunate that the rat-proof granaries are in fact far from being rat-proof and that 
plague infected rats have been found in them. Government has been urged from time to time to 
take the necessary measures .to prevent these stores from being infested with a rat population. As 
Dr. Philip points out the only way to ensure exclusion of plague would appear to be the 
disinfection of all grain before it is landed in the harbour, and to this end experiments have been 
made with the use of cyanide gas. There are obvious difficulties connected with the use of so 
dangerous an expedient and the Port Commission is naturally reluctant to sanction a measure 
which will tend to delay the work of the Port. Until, however, this measure is adopted by the 
Port the Municipality will be faced with continual danger from re-introduced plague and continual 
inconvenience and expense in stamping it out. The report of Dr. Hirst with regard to bis- 
researches in the matter of parasitology in Appendix C are of very great public interest.

Smallpox.
Three cases oLsmallpox imported from India threatened the city with an outbreak, but 

the vigorous measures adopted limited the total number of cases to ten. Vaccination is in the hands 
of Government, but unfortunately the number of primary vaccinations carried out has decreased 
every year since 1922 in spite of the increase in the number of births and, therefore, of the number 
of primary vaccinations required.

Enteric Fever.
The number of town cases of enteric fever fell from 473 in 1925 to 249 in 1926. This 

improvement is attributed to the very special measures described in the Report for 1925 to improve 
the. standard of the milk supply, by endeavouring to eliminate the illicit milk dealers and also to 
the elimination of scavenging dumps so far as possible from the area of the city. The refuse from 
Colombo North was burnt so far as possible in the destructor and the remainder was buried in the 
Blomendahl swamps. That from Colombo South w*as conveyed outside the city, but it is a question 
how long the sanitary authorities outside the city will permit this to continue.

Maternity and Child Welfare.
The special effort to cope with this problem wdiicli began in 1925 with the appointment 

of Dr. (Mrs.) Rowlands, L.M.S., was continued and the Health Visitors were increased from 11 to 
13 and the Midwives from 7 to 8. In addition to the 4 milk depots organized by the Ceylon Social 
Service League, the Council spent over Rs. 5,000 in the distribution of free milk. The training of 
the subordinate staff continued, and ante-natal clinics were held each week at each of the five 
Municipal Dispensaries. It is gratifying to record that the record infant mortality of 1925, viz., 
220, wras reduced in 1926, when a further record of 204 was established.

The building of the Child Welfare Centre at Gintupitiya with the money provided by the 
subscribers to the War Memorial Fund began in December. The provision of another Child 
Welfare Centre at Maligakauda still awaits the removal of the Public Health Department to the 
new Town Hall.

It is necessary again to record, as was stated in the Report for 1924, that the Midwives’ 
Ordinance of 1920 has still not been brought into operation by Government. The private midwives 
continue to be unsupervised and uncontrolled, with deplorable results.
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nzsssz ss-gt&5Stz?zs&Public attention, however. has * ’ * igtent provision of1c|"ti.!fn earrving out admirable work in 
' co-operating in its solution J£l.. R.A .Horan- has be (ho al.eas o£ Gintupitiya,

(he Inspector of Insamters D j^nnel. 342 tenements, improvements were being carried
. enforcing improvements. Il 8 re completely improved a 11 that in only two cases did

swsa'ss:®*— •£ ansa* - >—• •
the occupants give any trouble—a testimo .

Housing

CHAPTER VI.
Waterworks.

because at times the maximum delivery is cqua ed hj me co with. The daily
being installed during 1327 5^*^™, wSta*Sit£ while the maximum delivery 

average consumption is now 10 jmilliongallons, equals this. It is, therefore,
is 12 mt 11 ion gallons a day and m d S ‘ , should he prevented at an early date in
“oYmdlmt Jhe S Z oxwater supply and also to prevent the resultant extra 
burden throw!! bv this wastage on the pumping plant of the drainage works The eleven Deacon 
waste meters at present working have reduced the wastage by over a quarter of a million gallop 
a dav. If this system were extended to the whole city, at a cost of about Rs. 10b,000, it is estimated 
that a further million gallons a day would be saved. If this were done the water supply of the 
city should be put on a satisfactory basis for some years.

The report of Mr. W. M. Thyne, the Waterworks Engineer, in Appendix D recounts the 
other improvements effected to maintain an efficient, wholesome, and ample supply, and the large 
increase in the use made of it.

The storage

are

CHAPTER VII.
General Engineering.

In Appendix E, Mr. N. M. Ingram, the Municipal Engineer, records how his Department 
spent nearly 38 lakhs of rupees in 1926, of which lo£ laklis represented wages of an average 
daily labour force of 4,366, with a staff originally designed for an expenditure of Rs. 20 lakhs only. 
He also points out that the o\erhead charges, salaries and allowances, stationery &c amounted to 
oidy S2 per cent of the whole. The Council decided to engage an additional Grade I. and an

s-WKSfss s s&sjuts m * o™* aS
Roads.

Another year of heavy rain increased the nru-tu-.i ,n«s u- 
hound macadam roads subject to heavy traffic. Apart from t! , CU ties oi uiaintaining water 
tin* quarries were flooded, the labour suffered from few p , i !f < ?1.lu}ge c*one 10 the road surfaces, 
with the transport of metal. There was, therefore -i twVl •lllll*\h level oi' the river interfered 
o16 Engineer and initiated in the m-evinn* 1 vm^1Ct\tionofthe policy suggested by
Rs. x.06.200 was voted for laying stone setts and ancilWrv «e<Wi 0i kiying Permanent surfaces, 
on Government account Rs. 114,6.88 worth of rimil-n '. k 0,1 tlle Council’s account while 
=e and Rs. 20,000 was spent on ^ off in LW of Wales
recorded* thai’S? 1’!tummous wpets in Alexandra place and'rh'°tV 1,1 u<klUi°u Rs. 59,000 was 
ccouled that for the second year in which this no iev 1 ,Thml Cl'oss street. It may be here 
nen toted tor the same purpose. Tor the financial JL1®1 adopted, 1927 Rs ISO 750 has 
5^!"“ win vote Rs.

' , , . slone «etts on the trunk roads
have again increased on’even"foute whereat tln!nk ,roads are noteworthy \r 
only at Victoria bridge. Bullock carts aft ?°t01' b"S(is and lorries «hm Motor cars and c-vcles 
192G they had been holding their own t t ale 1,e«hlning to appreciable increase
number licensed. 11 ancl even in that vear ,?'ease 011 some routes. Up to

5Ule,'e Wl>s an increase in the

the left as they should. I„ cotsc^u Ce Z-t motor P"sh. ^lists by watering

« ‘SiSir5' ^'Sw "I
1 tl‘umc section of the Police



O *

MUNICIPALITY OF COLOMBO. 13 ■

The question of the parking of cars ami the provision of rickshaw stands has been under 
consideration and the correct solution appears to be the provision of space for the purpose in the 
centre of widened roads. The objections to this are obvious, but any attempt to provide space at 
the side of the road interferes either with the foot-ways or with the bullock cart tracks and also 
with passengers from vehicles seeking access to the adjoining premises.

Drainage.
The average quantity of crude sewage pumped in a day in 1926 was nearly 9 million 

gallons, as against 83 in 1925. 1,066 yards of new sewers and nearly 2§ miles of new 
rainwater drains were laid. Five new public lavatories were opened, making a total of sixty-one 
in use, while two more were under construction.

The new procedure devised and the additional staff appointed to deal with house 
connections resulted in the record of 1925 being equalled. The present rate of progress appears 
to be about the limit beyond which the staff and the available contractors cannot go. Apart from 
the very considerable increase in the number of house connections since 1924 it is satisfactory 
to record that there has been a noticeable increase in the amount the Council has spent each year 
on what may be termed “capital” drainage works, sewers, rainwater drains, public lavatories, 
and pumping stations as the following figures show :—

Rs. Rs.
1922 68,403 

67,464 
65,855

Playgrounds.
The number of playgrounds at which the Council organizes games was increased to six 

by the opening of Alexander playground in Mutwal. Each is under an Instructor, two of whom 
were sent to Madras for training under the Young Men’s Christian Association in this branch 
of work. Arrangements were begun with the girl guides to organize games for girls in certain 
of the parks and this innovation was definitely started in 1927.

Workshop.
The importance of this branch is. indicated by the fact that apart from the 3| lakhs 

of rupees worth of work which it carried out, it also transports approximately 100.000 tons 
of material in the year.

160,041 
... 216,738
... 210.000

1925 ...
1926 ...
1927 (voted)

1923
1924

CHAPTER VIII.
Veterinary.

Attention is invited to the report of Mr. C. W. Pate, the Veterinary Surgeon, in Appendix 
F, wherein the increase in the importations and slaughter of cattle and goats is described. 1926 was 
an even more fortunate year than 1925 in the matter of cattle disease. There was only one case of 
rinderpest and one of foot and mouth disease. Rabies among dogs, however, was nearly doubled 
and an intensive campaign against stray dogs was necessary to combat it.

The proposals of the Committee appointed by Government in 1924 that Government 
should provide a special landing place for cattle and motor lorries for their transport, build a new 
Quarantine Station, and take over its administration were still under consideration at the end of 
1926 as they were at the end of 1924 and 1925.

CHAPTER IX.
Fire Brigade and Ambulances.

The report of Mr. P. H. Lanaway, the Superintendent of the Fire Brigade, in Appendix G, 
records the history of this Department during 1926. The Brigade cost Rs. 65,135*8.1 and received 
54 calls. The estimated total loss in the city by (ire was Rs. 180,497.

Arrangements were made whereby the ambulance services in the city were apportioned 
between the Council, the Medical Department, the Port Commission, and the Police, and detailed 
information on the subject is now included in the Telephone Directory.

CHAPTER X.
.Judicial.

In the Municipal Court 3,074 more cases were instituted and 4,587 more persons were 
charged in 1926 than in 1925, an indication of greater administrative activity rather than of a more 
pronounced tendency to commit statutory offences. The chief increase was in vehicle cases, 4,856 
against 2,602. 381 fewer vagrants were charged and nearly Rs. 3,000 less in fines imposed remained 
unrecovered from accused who went to jail in default of payment. The Court credited over 
Rs. 90,000 to the Council’s revenue.

CHAPTER XI.
Public Library,

The Librarian, Mr. S. Ci Blok, in Appendix I, gives an account of the Library during its 
first complete year. All the books have now been classified and rearranged and the catalogue 
should be issued during 1927. Rebinding of the many damaged books is progressing, and a start has 
been made in the methodical purchase of new books.
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GEXERAb.
Police.—The Police are controlled entirely by tlie Central Government, the Council 

contributing nothing to their cost. Under section 51 of the 1 olice Ordinance it is part of them 
duty to prevent all offences and public nuisances and to detect- and bring offenders to justice 
They, therefore, enforce a large number of the by-laws of the Council, and this opportunity is taken 
of expressing great appreciation of their services and of their unfailing co-operation and assistance

taken from reports furnished by the Inspector-General of Police-

192G.1925.1924.

offences instituted 9,917 ... 11,507 
8 ..

99 .
. 22 .

267 .
351 .
747 .
112 .

Cases for Municipal and stalutary 
by Police 

Murder cases 
True cases of burglary 
Burglars convicted...Prosecutions for reckless and careless driving 
Prosecutions for exceeding speed limit 
Street accidents by motor vehicles ...
Street accidents by other vehicles ...
Street accidents fatal by motel’s 

, Street accidents fatal by other vehicles 
Procurers convicted 
Prosecutions of

20
29287

4632 .
382169 ... 

273 ... 
490 ...

566
996

8454
311020

0 20
32 ...D

wandering prostitutes and brothel 91144 ...
. 1,351 ... 1,472 

169 ...
30 ...

102 ...

105keepers
Prosecutions for cruelty to animals...
Vagrants from Colombo admitted to House of Detention 
Vagrants found dead in streets 
Vagrants removed to hospital

... 1,542
567267

1528
110151 ...

From February 15 the Police in Colombo \Vere divided into Crime and Traffic Branches 
in order that each might have more concentrated attention. One result was a great increase in the 
number of crimes reported, which does not necessarily mean an increase in the crimes committed. 
There is reported to have been a steady increase in cases of drunkenness and disorderliness 
attributable to the consumption of cheap and bad imported spirits. The provision of Special 
Traffic Police, the gradual elimination by by-law of certain classes of traffic from unsuitable roads, 
and the establishment of a number of “ one-way ” streets has increased the safety and mobility 
of the ratepayers.

There was only one strike, when some 700 workers at the Wellawatta Spinning and 
Wearing Mills remained out for nearly a month. The Police inspect 70 industrial undertakings 
to ensure compliance with the law regarding the employment of women and young persons. 
They also on behalf of the Chairman exercise supervision over the exhibition of films. The Police 
Street Boys Club in the Pettah continues to do admirable work among homeless children and the 
enterprise has been extended by the Police to other parts of the city.

The large increase in the number of vagrants admitted to the House of Detention is 
reported to be due, not to any increase in begging, but partly to increased activity by the Police
and partly to the large number of vagrants sent to the Police by the Controller of Indian Immigrant 
Labour.

Education.—The Education District Committee provided 45,621 meals to poor children at 
the Maligakanda. Dematagoda, and Green street schools at- a cost of Bs. 143*63 for equipment and 
Ks. Ij.050'71 for food. Towards tills the Council contributed Rs. fi.OoO'TL The usual meal consisted 
of rice, meat and vegetable curry, and samba!, and the average cost was less than 18 cents a meal.

Public Works Department. The more important buildings in course of erection were

for the Public Works and Excise Departments The T-ike n« ' d lunatic Asylum into offices 
the improvement of the San Sebastian canal by deepening ™d ?epartment coutimie,(
tor 40-ton barges. Lands reclaimed by this Department^-,w ^’Bhtemng it to make it navigable 
by commercial firms, for the landing of cargo bv the Port fv J, 6” -USed f?r tlle erection of stores 
new Legislative Council Chamber on the Galle Face! CommisSHm antl the erection of the

*" ""M DrinulttL “mpUttas Uie revision of
...«•«—» CZt year.

ngineer, has kindly supplied
Note on the Work of the Colombo Flood Schemes for the Year 1926.

Colombo South Schcme.~-The additional strengthening work on the portion of the 
Ivolonnawa gap bund over the site of the old canal bed, which was put in hand after the major 
floods of October and November, 1925, was completed early in the year During i.,n PV mrt of 
the Year the Public Works Department have raised this bund along
a permanent metalled road along it as a portion of the new Angoda road. ^
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On the whole, drainage lias been satisfactory. Complete drainage is only possible when 
the river is low and drainage can be effected to it through the Colombo North area by opening the 
lock gates at Demalagoda. In May, when the whole of the Colombo area was subjected to the 
maximum recorded rainfall for Colombo (approximately 14 inches in 18 hours), the south area filled 
up to a height of 4 feet 5 inches over mean sea level at the Dematagoda gauge. This was reduced 
to 2 feet in three weeks by discharge through Dehiwala and \Wllawatta sea outlets. When the 
drain to the Wellawatta sea outlet is improved the full benefits of the scheme can be realized.

Colombo North Scheme.—The railway bridge, quarter mile east of Nagalagam street, was 
closed by April, the north lock was completed in May and then the remaining milway bridge over 
the canal atGrandpass, adjacent to the north lock, was blocked and Colombo North protected from 
floods from the river.

Work has been carried on continuously day and night throughout the year in the cutting 
of the tunnel and a length of 908 feet has been constructed. The tunnel should be completed by 
August or earlier and then it will be possible to drain the Colombo North area when heavy local 
rainfall occurs during periods of high river.

The main drain, between theKolonnawa railway line and Alutmawata road, was widened 
for a length of GOO feet to a bed width of 20 feet at a depth of 4 feet below mean sea level to act 
as a silt trap for the water before entering the tunnel. The remaining portion of this drain from 
Alutmawata road to the tunnel intake was completed ancl through Blomendhal swamp it was 
deepened to a level of 4 feet below mean sea level on a 10 feet bed width.

Only one major flood was experienced during the year with a level of 9 feet on May 25 
at Nagalagam street gauge. There were four other minor floods with a level of 4 feet or over at 
the above gauge. Namely, 5 feet 9 inches on June 18, 4 feet 2 inches on June 2G, 4 feet 7 inches 
on July 81, and 4 feet on September 14. From October 21 to the end of the year the river has 
never been higher than 1 foot 10 inches at this gauge—no such dry period at this time of the year 
has been previously recorded during the period covered by the readings in this office.

During the year the river avus more than one and half feet above the sea level for 118 days 
compared with the average of 114 days.

Post Office.—An additional early morning delivery by postmen was arranged making 
four postmen’s deliveries on Aveek days. Eight more post boxes were erected and four street 
telephone kiosks. The broadcasting equipment functioned satisfactorily and during the year 908 
separate programmes Avere broadcast.

1026.

2,830 
4,535 

... 28,033

1925.

2.039
4,200

20,710

Number of telephone subscribers 
Number of telephone stations 
Mileage of underground wires

Port Commission.—A new Avarehouse in the Pettah area, six quarters for Port Commission 
officers at Mtitwal, and nine blocks of quarters for workmen at Blomendahl road were in course of 
erection, Avhile the laying of the main sewer of the Galle Buck drainage system was completed. 
The total number of lighters, launches, &c., passing through the Lake and the Harbour canal rose 
from 4,820 in 1925 to 5,056 in 1920.

Public Entertainments.—The Police continued to exercise a preliminary censorship of 
films oil behalf of the Chairman. They held up one film on a perusal of the synopsis. After a 
private vieAv the Chairman passed the film subject to the deletion of tAvo phrases. At the request 
of the Manager, the Chairman A’iewed another fihn Avhich had been eight years preA'iously on the 
Indian prohibited list but had been since passed by the Indian Board of Censors, possibly after 
alteration. It was found to be fit for public exhibition.

Complaint was received regarding another film after it had been passed for exhibition on 
a perusal of the synopsis which was free from objection. The Managers of all picture theatres 
were thereon specifically warned to ensure—

(a) That the synopses of films sent to the Police were accurate and complete in every 
detail especially in matters which might either reasonably, or unreasonably in 
their opinion, be open to question.

(5) That the synopsis or description available to the public should be similarly 
accurate and not. convey a misleading impression of the character of the film.

It Avas pointed out- to them that the present simple system of censorship depended on the 
candid co-operation of the exhibitors with the Police and the Censor, and that if it. gave ground for 
complaint public opinion would demand a more elaborate system with consequent increased 
expense and inconvenience. To the vigilance of the Police and the co-operation of the exhibitors 
the thanks of the Censor are tendered.

Printing.—New type and machinery for the Printing Office was bought at a cost of 
Rs. 22,780'36 with a vieAv to its removal to the neAv quarters near the new Toavii Hall early in 1927. 
3,653,965 forms Avere printed in 1926 compared Avith 3.622,483 in 1925.

H. K. NEWNHAM,
Chairman, Municipal Council, and 

Mayor of Colombo.
The Town Hall, 

Colombo, August 3, 1927.
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TREASURER-
report OP THE

to submit my Report
Treasurer’s Department ionon the work of the

1 have the honour
the year 1920.

STAFF.

No changes took place in the higher -"taft 

The writer assumed duties on

luring the year.
7, 1030, on

rsonnel of the subordinate stab..
II. of the Clerical Service on March 18,

Clerk in Division II. of the Clerical Service on March 22,

was appointed a Clerk in Division I. of the Clerical Service

his return from seven
the January

months’ leave.
The following statement shows the changes, in the pe 

Mr. A. L. Melder was appointed a Clerk in Division 
1926. (New post).

Mr. K. N. Prins was appointed a 
1926. (New post).

on
Mr. N. S. P. C. Wijeyeratne 

July 26,1926. (New post).
Mr. \\\ A. Perera, Clerk in Division I. of the Waterworks Department, was appointed First 

Clerk, Municipal Stores, on August 4, 1926. (New post).
Mr. T. Sabaratnam was appointed a Clerk in Division II. of the Clerical Service on August 2r 

1926. (New post).
Mr. E. T. A. Fernando was appointed a Store Clerk on September 1, 1926. CNew post).

• Mr. S. Mailvaganam was appointed a Clerk in Division II. on January 4, 1926, in place of
Mr. M. Nesaduray, who was promoted Sub-Inspector, Drainage Department.

Mr. S. F. R. Fernando was appointed a Clerk in Division II. on March 18, 1926, in place of 
Mr. s. Mailvaganam, who resigned to take up an appointment in the Colonial Stores.

Mr. F. Gunaratne. Clerk in Division II. of the Municipal Engineer’s Department, was 
transferred to my Department on December 1, 1926, in place of Mr. S. F. R. Fernando, who 
resigned to take up an appointment in the Education Department.

Mr. C. S. P Wickremasinghe was appointed a Clerk in Division II. on December 1, 1926,. 
in place of Mr. L. M. de Zoysa, who was dismissed.

Mr. A. Sinnetamby was appointed a Clerk in Division II. on December 1, 1926, in place 
of Mr. D. M. Gunasekera, who joined the Ceylon Government Railway.

... ,Mr- 'I' L' F- ,lle Si‘ram }vas appointed a Store Clerk on July 1, 1920. in place of Mr. H. B. 
Ekana.vake, who was transferred to the Waterworks Department.

, , ¥,p- ^ T-Aliegakoon was appointed a Clerk in Division II. on October IS 1920 in
Department!’ ^ C"ylenberfr’ "'ho joine<1 the Government Telegraph and Telephone

... Mr. "• - 1. UN,...

. Mr* T* Tillainather was appointed a Clerk in Divkirm tt 
^Ir. A . S. R. Nathan, who joined the Government Forest Department Decembei‘l926,in Place oi

. ^1>* de Alwis, Assistant Storekeeper ww 1
with the handing over of the Waterworks Stores. ’ ll<™sterred to the Waterworks Department

Mr. .1. E. Perera, a Clerk in Division I of mv Dr-m f
|eTmiedDe,lai'tment US a St0Ck InS),ectw ™ Septemberr 1926 ^transferred to th. _e Veterinary

Phis vacancy has not yet

^iBi0;\IL «>*<*«■ resigned their

medically exSdand then i yt,faminatio11- Alter beiTB a,mo U ^ exl>««e and work is

At the beginning of the 
pensionable and 2 non-pensionable

, During the year the followin 
One First Clerk, Stores 
Three Interna1 Audit Clerks 
One Rates Clerk

year the 
Posts. permanent staff 0f the Department consisted of 11 1

g new posts were created .

Division 1. 
••• Division II. 

Division II.

• • •

• • •
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The* strength of the Department as at December 31, 1926, was as follows :—
Number.

Higher staff, pensionable 
Subordinate staff, pensionable 
Subordinate staff, non-pensionabie

4
112

2

Total ... 118

The total amount paid as salaries to the Council’s administrative and executive staff was 
Rs. 1,115,513*55, and represents 17*09 per cent, of the total expenditure of Rs. 6,526,322*88. The 
percentages for 1924 and 1925 were 16*25 and 18*2 respectively.

Receipts and Disbursements.

(A) General.
The detailed statement of the receipts and disbursements on revenue account, together 

with the estimated figures, is submitted as Annexure A. It will be seen that the receipts for 1926 
exceeded the disbursements by Rs. 164,168*11.

In addition to receipts on revenue account, Rs. 6,297,436*07, the following sums were
also received:—

Rs. c.
Interest on unexpended balance of cash received on 

realization of Sinking Fund Investments 
Interest on amount received from the Ceylon War Memorial 

Fund towards cost of a Child Welfare Centre 
Pettah Library bequest and accrued interest thereon 
Interest on amount placed to Insurance Fund

. 14,065 34

3,840 66 
4,834 8 

16 87

Total ... 22,756 95

The total receipts therefore amounted to Rs. 6,320,193*02, an increase of Rs. 547,997*82 on 
last year’s total of Rs. 5,772,195*20.

The total of the disbursements amounted to Rs. 6,526,322*88, an increase of Rs. 526.559*58 
over last year’s figure of Rs. 5,989,763*30, and is composed of the following items

Rs. c.
... 6,133,267 96Revenue account 

Capital works from cash obtained from Sinking Fund 
Investments 261,351 44 

12,705 54 
53,417 25

Laying water mains in private lanes 
Works executed for Government or private persons 
House drains for ratepayers who are unable immediately 

to bear the cost 65,580 69

6,526,322 88Total

Appended to this report are two diagrams, one showiug the various sources of the 
Municipal revenue while the other indicates how the revenue is expended. It is hoped that the 
diagrams will be found instructive. The only comment it is necessary to make is in connection 
with the heading “ Administration ” in the diagram relating to expenditure. This heading includes 
.the whole of the expenditure under the Budget heads of Chairman, Secretariat, Treasurer’s 
Department, and Assessing Department only.

(B) Receipts on Revenue Account.
The following statement shows under the usual main heads the receipts for 1924, 1925, 

and 1926, the estimated receipts for 1926, and the percentages which the receipts of 1926 under 
such main heads bear to the total:—

Actual 
1924.

Percentage 
of Total.

Actual 
1925.

Rs. * c.
200,936 60 
251,559 0 ... 

75,896 63 
142,275 31 ... 
133,897 12 

60,631 91 
13,585 65

Estimated
192G.

Actual
192G.Head.

Rs. Rs.Rs. c.c.
3*46 .. 
4*51 
1*42 .. 
2*26 
2*22 .. 
1*13 

*17 ..

190,250
220,450

70.000 
141,000 
130,500
56.000
12.000

217,993 49 ... 
283,714 42 
89,726 52 

142,563 78 ... 
139,801 61 
71,424 10 ... 
10,749 10

163,622 50 ...
225,884 59 ...

66,825 99 
142,392 10 ...
135,845 52 ...

56,466 84 ...
14,628 40 .
56,970 60 ... 59,640 33 ... 71,255 44

2,964,327 31 ... 3,215,737 28 ... 3,288,584 92
... 728,761 50 ... 816,909 59 ... 907,496 2

84,013 58 ... 86,679 36 ... 87,474 50
. 592,623 21 ... 589,984 45 ... 986,652 17

A. —Taxes
B. —Licenses
C. —Judicial Fines
D. —Tolls
E. —Markets
F. —Slaughter-house
G. —Conservancy
H. —Cattle Mart and

Quarantine Station
I. —Consolidated Rate
K. —Water
L. —Rents
M. —Miscellaneous

1*13 .. 
52*22 .. 
14*42 ..

57,500
3,260,000

711,000
76,950

534,069
1*39

15*67

5,459,7195,232,362 14 5,647,733 23 6,297,436 7 100

<•
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exceed those of the previous yeai. by 
increase.
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The receipts for 1926 are the highest jetou ^ an 
Every head save that of Conscnanc. ^ ^

The estimated receipts were exceeded by ’ Qf Rs 093,470-33 from Government 
The chief reason for this increase w«c. ‘ o£ Kollupuiya road from Turret road 

under the head " Miscellaneous ” in respect of l e '>< , estimate of revenue,
to Deal place. This item was not allowed toi m the oi -

The heading of “Water” is responsible for

■ CEYLON18

Rs. 649,702’<S4.

Rs. 196.496 02 of the excess of actual over

estimated income.
(1) Consolidated Rate.

The Consolidated Rate continues to be the ^-Muree fl^rnwhichthe g^objjbj
its funds, and the income under tliis heading (inchidmg^\ an a •*=> • ‘ 5004 per cent "of ti ~
in 1926, as against Rs. 3.215,737 in 1925, representing .»2 22 per cent. < ml ofa . 4 l-e' cent, of llle 
total income for the two yearn respectively. The rate levied rema ned at 20 pet cent, on the 
annual value of houses, buildings, lands, and tenements, for the sixth \ < ■-

The amount paid per head of population as rates in 1926 was Rs. 12 49 compared with 
Rs. U'44 and Rs. 13*33 for the years 1924 and 1925 respectively.

The following table sets out in detail the amounts collected under the main beading 
'* Rates ” for the past ten years :—

Rate levied.
Per Cent.

Total.Costs.Current.Arrears.Year. Rs. Rs.Rs.Rs.
1,934,150
2,022,675
1,990,915
2,635,605
2,928,946
2,933,745
2,935.481
2.964.327
3,215,737

18 ... 636.154 ... 1,241,180
. 706,980 
730,056 
964,262 
768,370 
660,429 
650,610 
688,306 

20 • ... 77.211
40.967

.. 56,825

.. 58,890

.. 44,733

.. 91,650

.. 79,685

.. 73,332

.. 60,517

.. , 66,956 

.. 58,702 ..

.. 52,444 ... 3,288,584

1917
1918 18 ... 1,256,805

... 1.216,126 

... 1,579,697

... 2,080,891

... 2,199,984

... 2,224,354

... 2,209,065

... 3,079,824

... 3.195,173

1919 18
1920 18
1921 20
1922
1923 
.1924
1925
1926

20
20
20

20
remissionJh(mCO!'ceoo;mte “,v Stf’***' * 1926’ ^
ir recoverability, was Rs. 3,238,129 as compared with R^ 3 m °f i?°Verty and

quarters ended third quarter, 1926, over the four ended S q“, 1925 •!!! n°tiCed in the four

Rates
collectable.

Rates paid 
within the 
Quarter.

Quarter. Percentage paid 
within the 
Quarter.
28*87
22*84
25*67
21*75
27*84
.19*56
28*0.1
20*11
22*75
24*18
24*57

Rs.
Fourth quarter, 1922 
First quarter, 1923 
Second quarter, 1923 
Third quarter, 1023 
Fourth quarter, 1923 
First quarter, 1924 
Second quarter, 1924 
Third quarter, 1924 
Fourth quarter. 1924 
First quarter, 1925 
Second quarter, 1925 
Third quarter, 1925 
Fourth quarter, 1025 
First quarter, 1026 
Second quarter, 1026 
Third quarter, ] 026

Rs.
$83o2 - 204,542
wf*™ - 166,354
731 664 "• 187,930
730 737 - 159,163
754 949 - 203,134
764073 - 149,137
7621055 - 214,033 1
767,330 ^f-107
733.269 "• ^f?68
782,663 *91,437
788,248 - 192,368
790,015 197,692
S06.012 “* 177,708
818,150 ' ^22,561

T, . . 823,041 224,480'
_ It is satisfactory to be ahlo ♦,> , *** B6.813

Percentage of * U Percentages for
Rates under Year ^rceutage of

... jq‘>q arrant. Rates under Percentage of
loot *" 21 46 ... lqoi Warrant. ai * Rates under

’’’ - ?2*33 ... jq5i ••• 18*41 .. 109r Warrant.
!;!;! - ww ... ^. - 20-22 ;;; - 13-59

thanl6-83^S^fllli«lqu^,199Git?5t ̂  "" 1926 ^

44,112 62 at December 31 vp)rf Dc*<*ml)er 31 loop ‘ tei who allow their
’ Counted to

20
22*49
27*6.1
27*43
22*66

Quarter

Fourth
Fire*
Second
Third

Year.

Rs.

Rs- 43,053-35, as against
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The following statement gives details of the arrears at - the end of 1925 and 1926

Arrears at 
December 31, 1925.

respectively:—
Arrears at 

December 31,1926. 
Rs. c.

Period.
Rs. c.

1920
1921.
1922
1923
1924
1925 First quarter 
1925 Second quarter 
1925 Third quarter
1925 Fourth quarter 
192G First quarter
1926 Second quarter 
1926 Third quarter

75 8 
342 2 
572 7 
670 93 

1,792 68 
1,142 4' 
2,059 40 

37.458 40,

22 6 
19 40 
19 40
4 73
2 40

29 30

82 65 
98 15 

' 691 32 
42,083 94

Total ... 44,112 62 43,053 35

Of the arrears outstanding at December 31, 1925 (Rs. 44,112*62), the sum of Rs. 97*29 
only remained unpaid at December 31, 1926. The percentage of arrears collected in 1926 was 
99*76, as against 94*58 in 1925.

The arrears shown in the above statement in respect of 1920, 1921, 1922, and 1923 relate 
to properties which have been vested in the Council and these will be settled only when the 
properties concerned have been reconveyed to the quondam owners or sold outright on failure of 
quondam owners to obtain the necessary reconveyance.

The satisfactory position now prevailing with regard to arrears is borne out by the informa­
tion given in the subjoined table of arrears. The figures do not include the fourth quarters:—

Arrears.
Rs.

December 31. 1919 
December 31, 1920 
December 31, 1921 
December 31, 1922 
December 31, 1923 
December 31, 1924 
December 31, 1925 
December 31, 1926

851,157
564,733
459,355
253,098
186,030
81,363
44,112
43,053

There were over 700 properties vested in the Council owing to default in payment of rates, 
at the beginning of 1926. In 1924 it had been decided to ignore the vestings then in existence, as 
it was thought that they were irregular, and to proceed to enforce payment in cases of default by 
seizure of movable and immovable property in the order laid down in the Ordinance. In 1926, 
however, it was decided (on a Supreme Court decision) that the vestings could not be thus set aside, 
and that the only way in which the situation could be made regular was by reconveyance.

It was felt that the procedure of allowing quondam owners to continue indefinitely to act 
as the real owners of the properties was fraught with danger and inconvenience, and it was decided 
in 1926 to call upon the persons concerned to take steps to obtain reconveyances within six months, 
or the properties would be sold outright.

Up to December 31, 1926, notices to this effect were served on the quondam owners of 
328 properties, out of whom 35 had applied for re-transfers.

During 1926, five properties were sold in the absence of movables and bought in by 
the Council for non-payment of rates, and these purchases were cancelled on the rates being 
subsequently paid.

No properties were vested in the Council during the year. Forty properties previously 
vested were reconveyed on all arrears and costs being paid. In 1925, fifteen properties were newly 
vested and twenty reconveyances took place.

The total of Rs. 899 was recovered as rents from vested properties, as against Rs. 1,683*50 
in 1925. The decrease is due to some vested properties on which rent was received being 
reconveyed to the quondam owners.

Three recently vested properties were sold during the year on failure of quondam owners 
to pay arrears and obtain reconveyances, and the sum of Rs. 4,125 was realized.

Movables were seized in 36 cases, and in 23 cases they were released on payment of arrears 
and in the remaining 13 cases the movables were sold in accordance with the provisions of the 
Ordinance.

With sanction of the Council, the sums of Rs. 652*55 and Rs. 695*14 were written off on 
account of poverty and irrecoverability respectively. This is a great improvement over previous 

as will be seen from the undermentioned figures :—years Written off. 
Rs. c.

48,644 10 
16,932 34 
12,655 4 
3,771 58 
1,347 69

Year.
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
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Rs. 47,37572. Rs. 52,59713, and Rs. 09,372 0^s,e°nef1^ie Ordinance which permit the remission 
that ratepayers arc now more alive to the provisions ot tnt « sion
of rates under the circumstances referred to above and chaimers Granaries from

The rates due from the lessees of tle :fanning■ - ,md t]ie clecision to change w January 1, 102(5, lmve been recovered direct b\ the C ’ ,j justified on °m
collection by the Government on the Council’s behalf has of
economy alone. It has also resulted in the rate collection bei » * ‘ oss of

revenue being reduced. „The total amount collected by Government diming the year 1920 was Rs. 39,8137)3, f0l. 
wliich a commission of Rs. 2,0041(i was paid to Government, while tins Department collected

Rs. 42,376*37 at a total cost of Rs. 869*52 only.

paper*.SESSIONALCEYLON20

Un to ino5 Kotahena was for purposes of rate collection divided into two districts. ]n 
1923. however, it was-decided to divide (lie ward into three district!s m 01^ej ° ^ «'“<!

end of 1925 are now only Rs. 8,125 01.
The Department has had the additional duty thrown upon it of sending copies of notices 

of assessment (Schedule E) to all owners who register their names, addresses, and properties. This 
was decided upon by the Committee in view of the complaint made that owners did not always 
receive the notices served on the assessed premises in terms of the Ordinance. A register was 
opened for the purpose and so far 257 owners have registered their properties.

(2) Water.
The Council’s second largest source of income is from the charges for water supplied to 

trades, shipping. Government, &c. Rs. 907,496*02 was received in 1926, representing^ 14*22 per 
cent, of the revenue of the Council, as against Rs. 816,909*59 and 14*47 per cent for 1925.

Rs. 41.029 of the increase of Rs. 90,586*43 was on account of shipping, in respect of which 
Rs. 527,926 was received. Increased revenue was also received on account of trade supplies and 
from Government.

The arrears at December 31,1926, amounted to Rs. 7,967*85, as compared with Rs. 16,068*42 
twelve months previously. Of the arrears of Rs. 7,967*85, Government owed Rs. 7,427*10 in respect 
of the water supplied during third quarter, 1926, and has since been paid.

The other arrears amounted to Rs. 540*75. These have since 
course of recovery. been collected or are in

(3) Licenses.
The sum of Rs. 283,71442 (4*51 per cent.) was received in 1926, an increase of 

Rs. 32,255*42 over the previous year’s income of Rs. 251,559 (4*46 per cent.).
„ Receipts from motor ’bus stand licenses, Rs. 17,960, have been included under t he main

head Licenses ’ for the first time. Last year the item was included under the main head “ Taxes ”
when Rs. 19 570 was recovered Except for this, the revenues under all the remaining sub-heads
... fclfrer tha,n th0 corresponding items for the previous year save in two minor cases where the
proceeds are the same.
are

The laigest increase is in respect of licenses for foreign liciuor shnn«s t?c 79 being
recovered, as against Rs. 63,575 in 1925. The proceeds from this soTe inclu^ 1 censes wSeii 
for hotels, restaurants, &c., but exclude arrack and toddy taverns. wie ncen‘ es °

The next largest item is under the sub-head Vehicles pc i . „ , , os
against Rs. 62,881 in 1925. The various licenses issued fm-IhlbtVob bem? collected, as 
detailed in the following table:— Slx -eai>s under this sub-head are

Classes of Vehicles licensed 
to ply for Hire. 1921. 1922. 1923.Motor cars 

Motor lorries 
Motor omnibuses

1924. 1926.1925.248 -69 ... 30032 •■549 ... 
60 .

30 36831829 .
11 - 20 152 ... 19844Total (Motor Vehicles) ... 284

Rickshaws 
Carriages 
Hackeries 
Carts 
Bicycles

91112305 349 453 657582- 3,741 . 3,976 . 4,183 
45 . 

143 . 
2,967 

17 .

62 4,045 .45 3,891 ... 4,169 
20 ... 13

104 ... 97

132 154 26... 2,875 ...
14 ...Total (Vehicles other than -----

Motor Vehicles)

Grand Total of licenses issued 7,108

While the number of motor omnibuses been* i 
previous year, the number of licenses issued for moto, <£vs and 1°" • °?uncil >■ smaller than 

During the year two more motor omnibus st 7 ''GS has neatly increased. 

«£« ™h

3,038 125
2,92317 3.2443,11312 116,824 13 ...7,230 7,355 7,131 7,5347,1417,530 7,704 7,584 8,1917,723

the.

„ _ 0116 in Norris road 
1 vuystwyke road and
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With regard to vehicles other than motor vehicles, no less than 393 more licenses were 
issued in 19215 than in 1925.

Although mechanically-propel led passenger vehicles continue rapidly to increase in 
numbers, rickshaws still remain at the top of the table, and the number on the roads was larger in 
1926 than in each of the two preceding years. On the other hand, carriages and hackeries are 
fewer, and if the decrease continues at the same ratio, they will, in a few years, disappear altogether 
from Colombo thoroughfares. The number of bullock carts licensed for 1926 is the highest 
recorded notwithstanding the large increases in motor lorries year by year.

The revenue from trade licenses was Rs. 56,290*50 as compared with Rs. 49.654*50 
in 1925. The following table gives details of the licenses issued under this sub-head for the past 
ten years:—

Description of Trade. 1917. 1918. 1919. 1920. 1921. 1922. 1923. 1925. 1926.1924.

Soap house 
Oil boiling house 
Dyeing house 
Tannery 
Brick, pottery, and lime kiln ...
Yard or depot for straw 
Yard or depot for firewood 
Yard or depot for coal 
Yard or depot for cotton
Bone manure manufactory, manure store, anc 

hide store
Storing of timber or wood 
Sawing of timber or wood 
Aerated water manufactory 
Plumbago curing yard 
Plumbago store 
Maidive fish store (containing over 5 cwt. at ai 

time)
Poultry mart ...
Metal or cabook quarry 
Copra store
Coconut oil manufactory 
Chekku or hand mill for extracting coconut oil 
Manufacture and for storing of fibre 
Bakery
Manufacture of matches 
Petroleum (storage)
Eating-house 
Lodging house 
Cattle shed 
•Calcium carbide 
Kapok
Coconut oil store (over 50 gallons)

8 6 12 16 13 17 13 106 o
2 2 11 1

17 13 12 22 25
1 1

23 28
1 ’ 1

14 16 18
9 22 1 1 1

9 .10 912 11 
31 34 

107 108 
17 17

11 11 
26 19

114 138 
17 17
10 10

9 9
1927 25 28 

155 167 
18 18 
18 22

27, 23 
185' 184 

18 17
109 169

16 19
13 138 6 11 16

14' 12 
58 60
10 11 
12 14
26 19

4 13 14
50 50. 58 
15 14 12
15 16| 12
57 48 41
41 48 57

12 12 .10 10 
60 60 59 61

9 11
15 14 12 12
19 19 20 25
52 47 32 23

6
55

10 921
16
90

61 557

32 32 32 4017 19 32 30
13 9 12 10

28 27
13 , 99 9 78

5 110 5 5 4 5 4 25
53 61 61116 121 157 115 97 6174

4 45 5 5 5 5 55 5
1225 28 22 17 15 14

21 32 57 63 43 49
45 40 42 47 49 50

14 12 11
49 45 44 40

57 5851 57
1 1 1 11 1 1 11

60 46 32 
421 424 401 

35 44 40
220 210 207

41 70 7048 40 43 
483 499 528

57
537 550 573562

26 21 19 IS*36 29 25
189 178198 197 174 174177

2 3 62 2 2 72
6

29

Total ... 1385136414011453140914601495147314641512I

Storing of kapok and storing of coconut oil (over 50 gallons) were declared dangerous 
trades, and by Government Gazette of November 27, 1925, the fees were fixed at Rs. 100 and Rs. 10 
respectively. The fees came into operation on January 1, 1926, and 6 licenses to store kapok and 
29 to store coconut oil were issued. This partly accounts for the increase in the total licenses 
issued. The number of licenses issued for eating-houses was 573, an increase of 23 over the 
previous year’s figure. The various other changes do not call for comment.

There have been minor alterations under the Housing Ordinance, No. 19 of 1915, of the 
various trade areas during the year as follows :—

(1) Government Gazette, March 19,1926, extends the Dematagoda offensive trades area.
(2) Government Gazette, November 7, 1926, permits the storing of copra in the

Grandpass area.
(3) Government Gazette, November 19,1926, permits the storage of certain dangerous

trades in the Grandpass area, viz., fibre, cotton, straw, wood and timber, kapok, 
and coconut oil (over 50 gallons).

Rubber curing was proclaimed an offensive trade by Government Gazette of November 
19,1926, and licenses will be necessary in 1927 in respect of premises in which curing is carried on.

During the year questions arose as to the necessity of taking out licenses in certain cases 
and legal opinion was sought. The most important point raised was that of those trades for which 
licenses were required but which necessitated the use of other commodities in themselves requiring 
licenses. For example, aerated water manufactories require licenses as such, but in ordqr to 
produce aerated water coal is required to be stored in bulk on the same premises. It was decided 
in such cases that one license only was necessary and that the storing of other commodities 
.ancillary to the main business could be allowed without a license.

&
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nf auctioneers and brokers amounted to 

ft.om jicense fees in respect o ; «c ^ be seen from the subjoined

1920.
12

183 !!. 222 ... 193

SESSIONALCEYLON22
The revenue

R,-S”35,sr£ihi>'»»»r
1917.

1924. 1925.
0 ii ... 13 ... 13 ... 14 ...
1 - 4 ... 213 ... 147 ... 146 ... U

■ 71 .. 94 ... 99 95 ... nJ

1923. 1920.1922.1921.statement ti
License.

Auctioneer ...
Broker ...
Auctioneer and Broker. w

1919.1918.
14 .

141. 112 71 ...61 - 36
259 255320 272234305 277217 261Total ... 176

nt in 1926 were as follows
1924.Other licenses issued by the Departure 

1919.
1925. 1920.1923.1922.1921.1920. 18 ...

4,590 ... 5,33:4 
14 ...
17 ...
40 ...

19 .. 
5,265 .. 

24 .. 
10 ..

License. 17 .. 1918 .15 ...
4,613 4,933 ... 5,202 .

67 ... St •

13 ..Guides
Rickshaw pullers 
Carriage drivers 
Hackery drivers 
Taxi-cab drivers

5,182 .. 
30 .. 
52 .. 
12 ..

«... 4,614 .. 
128 .. 
200 .. 
27 ..

843 1479 ... 108 .
13 ... 27 .

56 .... 
29 ... 18 .. 92

It will be observed that the decrease in the number of rickshaw pullers licensed in 1925 
• as compared with 1024 has not only been made up this year but is the highest 1 ecoi ded. Taxi-cab 

drivers’ licenses also show a large increase over those issued m 1. -O.
The arrears under the head "Licenses” amounted to Rs. 2,623 at Decembei 31, 1926. 

Of this sum, Rs. 2,620*50 represented the stamp duty on vehicle licenses and has since been 
refunded by Government.

(4) Taxes.

The income under this head was Rs. 217,903*49 and accounts for 3*46 per cent, of the total 
Last year’s figure was Rs. 200,936*60, and the increase in 1926 was therefore Rs. 17,056*89. 

The sources of this income are as follows :—
(1) Taxes on vehicles and animals under section 127 of the Municipal Councils

Ordinance, No. 6 of 1910.
(2) Taxes on mechanically propelled vehicles under section 53 of the Vehicles

Ordinance, No. 4 of 1916.

revenue*.

(3) Costs on recovery of taxes under (1).
The following table gives details for the past six 

vehicles and animals in respect of which taxes were levied
Tax 

Rs. c.

years of the numbers of the various

Vehicles Taxed 
under (1). 1921. 1922. 1923. 1924. 1926.1925.

210 ... 206 ... 140
Carriages 
Children’s vehicles the wheels 

of which exceed 26 inches 5 0 .
4 0 
4 0
2 50
3 0 
2-50 
1 0

...5 0. 385 ... 333 ... 275 ...

17 ...
4,757 ... 5,219 . 

1.014 . 
5,179 . 
1,267 . 

334 .
6,880 ... 7,592 . 

Total ... 19,361

7 . 10 ...
4,907 ... 5,108 ... 5,205

1.037 .. 
• • 5,145 ... 5,143 .. 

4.201 ... 1,118 .
7 nr - 252 -
M16 ... 7,583 ..

3 ... 413 ..Carts
Hand carts
Rickshaws
Bicycles
Horses
Bullocks

5,725 
1,164 
5,486

.. 1,724 ... 1.468 
297 ..

. 7,453 ... 8,693

761 748 1,0484,884 ... 
1,293 ... 

384 ...

5,469 .

242

20,945 20,144 20,467 21,078 22,922Vehicles Taxed 
under (2).

Motor cars for 
private use

Tax. 1921. 1922. 1923. 1924. 1926.1925.
tvt f *** Recording to weight.
Motor cars tor hire According to weight 
Motor lorries for

private use ... A ccording to weight 
Motor lorries for
J“lre„ According to weight.
Motor buses ... According to weight. 
Motorcycles ... rs.10 ^

S:::■■ ' IS::: u« ••
51 ...

• 1,987 ... 3,188 
318 ... 368

221 ... 264

269 ... 349 ...
5 ... 110 ...

32 ... 30 ... 
6 ... 

482 ...
29 ...4 60 ... 

44 ... 
627 .

152 ... 198
112 ... 91
697 ... 836

20 .377
305 ...

Total

Grand Total
1,659 2,065 2,563 2,974 3,487 4,945

24,565 27,867
21,020 23,010 22,707 23,441

Motor vehicles of all classes 
the extraordinary increase in the 
against 1,987. e

continue to increase •
mimber of private moJor^^fention is directed to

A sum of 11s. 1,939-30 was in that of l925, 3,188 as
tax_on vehicles and animals and it ‘‘ end of the ™ T,

“ “ *»'« S,Sa£T « *«« to MM rf
— ■Srr** - ih« —.i... »

and steps are being taken to
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(5) Markets.
The receipts derived from the letting of shills in the various Municipal markets amounts 

to Rs. .130,801*61, as against Rs. 133,807*12 in 1025, an increase of Rs. 5,004*40.
The increase is partly due to the opening of a new market at Slave Island on June 1,1026. 

This market is provided with 14 meat stalls at Rs. 70 a month, 7 vegetable stalls at Rs. 4 a month, 
7 vegetable stalls at Rs. 3 a month, and 18 fish stalls at Rs. 10 a month.

In October, 1026, the stalls in Kachcheri road, Edinburgh, Dean’s road, and Borella markets, 
which had been originally let at daily rates, were let at rents on a monthly basis in order to avoid 
the numerous questions which continually arose as to rights of casual sellers to particular stalls.

The arrears at December 31, 1026, under the head “Markets” amounted to Rs. 103*50, 
and they have since been collected.

(6) General.
The remaining heads do not call for comment except those of ** Rents” and “ Miscellaneous.” 
The main head “ Rents” accounted for Rs. 87,474*50, as against Rs. 86,670*36 in 1025.
Rs. 58,736*53 was on account of Lands and Buildings. Out of this sum, Rs. 4,786*20 was 

paid by officers and Rs. 5,327*27 was recovered from coolies occupying quarters provided by 
the Council.

At December 31, 1026, there were 112 monthly tenancy agreements and 13 yearly leases, . 
as against 101 and 10, respectively, in 1025.

The total receipts under the head '* Miscellaneous ” amounted to Rs. 086,652*17, and this 
•exceeded last year’s figure by Rs. 306,667*72, which was Rs. 580,084*45.

There are several sub-heads under the main head “ Miscellaneous ” relating to the various 
refunds by Government. During 1026 the sum of Rs. 762,705*48 was received from Government 
chiefly in connection with work carried out by the Council on behalf of Government. Not only 
was the last instalment received in respect of the Kollupitiya road widening from Galle Face to 
Turret road, which was completed in 1923, but the Government also refunded the sum of 
Rs. 208,470*38 representing the cost incurred by the Council up to August 31, 1026, in acquiring 
the necessary land and widening Kollupitiya road between Turret road and Deal place, which was 
commenced in 1025 only.

The Government again refunded the Customs duties on articles imported by the Council, 
which amounted to Rs. 41,851*18 in respect of the Government’s financial year ended 
September 30, 1026. .

(C) Disbursements on Revenue Account.
The following statement shows under the usual main heads the disbursements in 1024, 

1025, and 1026, the estimated disbursements for 1926, and the percentages which the disbursements 
of 1926 under such main heads bear to the total:—

Actual. 
1024.

Actual.
1925.

Percentage 
to Total

Actual. 
11)26.

Estimated
192G.Head of Expenditure.

Rs.Rs. Rs. Rs.c. c. c. c.
... 021,641 62... 899,011 17... 836,015 53... 13*63... 848,990 0
... 27,525 80... 40,427 90... 27,813 33... *45... 27,814 0

120,540 62... 1*06... 129,982 0
262,234 23... 4*28... 283,726 0
149,990 1... 2*44... 177,830 0

27,203 46... 28,617 77... *46... 20,362 0
66,035 87... 79,271 92... 1*29... 82,901 0

7*05... 403,350 0

...2,413,722 81...2,785,532 99...3,730,356 32... 60*84...5,023,247 62

A. —Non-effective charges
B. —Chairman
C. —Secretariat ... 91,749 34... 88,365 2

... 252,:268 8... 256,444 77

... 160,003 99... 146,632 02

... 25,255 78...
G. —Fire Brigade and Ambulances 70,160 40...
H. —Public Health Department... 407,714 9... 414,624 30... 431,709 88...
I. —Engineer’s

(Works)
I.—Engineer’s

D. —Treasurer’s Department
E. —Veterinary Department
F. —Municipal Court

Department

Department
(Drainage)

K.—Waterworks Department ... 554,546 30
79,026 15

... 500,200 19...
306.486 88... 362,795 54... 5*91... 395,245 44

76,109 73... 93,950 60... 1*53... 107,49G 93
7,059 10... 9,873 21... *16... 15,046 0

L. —Assessing Department
M. —Public Library

Total ...5,611,094 55 5,203,934 20 6,133,267 96 100 7,614,990 09

The total disbursements for 1926 are the highest recorded and exceed those of 1925 by
Rs. 920,333*76.

The actual disbursements fell short of the estimated disbursements by Rs. 1,481,723*03. 
The estimated figure of Rs. 7,614,990*99 in the above table was made up as follows :—

Rs. Rs. c.
Balances brought forward in respect of non-recurrent works 

uncompleted at December 31, 1925 
Less votes cancelled by resolutions of Council:—

I.-65E/1924. Asphalting road surfaces, Dematagoda road ... 13,000 
I.-l03/1925. Apparatus to be fitted to lorry for cleaning gullies 4,500 
I.-104/1925. Diversion of sewer A-78, Fort

055,065 90

... 6,000
23,500 0

931,565 09 
... 5,650,258 0 
... 1,024,167 0

Authorized expenditure in 1926 Budget 
Supplemental expenditure authorized in 1926

... 7,614,990 99Total
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SESSIONALCEYLON . led expenditure to the f^ituve md te?7167afr
There were saviffi on the ^ ‘nce 0r recurring e^1 o. tjie year. The Council \Vas 

made up of Rs. 2l*ti-066’34 on nj|aactually completed^ Uu^ 1920 o^mg to an available- 
extraordinary orRiiew ™rks M ^ supplemental prou u I savings on sanctioned votes 
uMe to ^unenon 1^. l.tu.lt) ). ; fo„£d on »' reserve for purchase of stores, &c..
^In^sS'rv^ In addition K, 250,000 ™ fr01n revenue on non-recuvrent

of Rs. l.«2-W0::i0I^^!;Su1e existing services, *c., and is mcluded nr tire

The following table shows

Total Expenditure 
from Revenue.

Rs. c.
4,264,152 11 
4,956,084 88 
5,414,449 13 
5,611,994 55 
5,203,934 20 
6,133,267 96

24

The sum - .. .
i>., expenditure other than tor

total of Rs. 0,133,267-96. was Bs. 4,670,027 00.
The ordinary maintenance expend! &e ^ ^ six yeavs 

the distribution of expenditure trom i jfon-recurrent
Maintenance ‘Expenditure.
Expenditure. jgs c.
0,7ml °o ... 307,003 2

*? ::: msss 31j’ oo'lri 7't ... 1,105,331 34
4 345 084 1 ... 1,200,910 54
4475259 83 ... 728,674 37
4,070,027 66 ... 1,462,640 30

■works,

Year.

1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926

(D) Capital Account
Annexure B is a statement showingGovernment^^nd'arso'h^conuMtion 

h^e been6 and "are being executed out of cash received by the Council from the 

Government as the proceeds of certain Sinking Fund Investments.
The cost of the Town Hall at Victoria Park to the end of.1926 is Rs. 1,141,423 81 The 

bttlance remaining in hand from the Sinking Funds is now Rs. 160,98b 01. Rs. 14,0Go 34 was 
received as interest on the cash in hand during the year.

(E) Balance Sheet.
The Balance Sheet as at December 31. 1926, is shown as Annexure C.
The surplus has been increased by Rs. 164,168*11 to Rs. 1,995,791*43.
Of this amount, no less than Rs. 1,017,852*89 is already earmarked on account of works 

sanctioned by the Council which were either uncompleted at December 31 or had not yet been 
commenced.

During the year it was decided by the Council to reduce the reserve of Rs. 500,000 set 
aside for the purchase of stores, &c., to Rs. 250,000 as it was considered that this could be done 
with safety.

The surplus should therefore be reduced by the sums of Rs. 1,017,852*89 and Rs. 250,000,. 
leaving the available surplus at December 31, 1926, at Rs. 727,938*54. This sum, however, was 
reduced by the Budget of 1927 which sanctioned expenditure exceeding the estimated income by 
Rs. 311,367, with the result that the unappropriated surplus at December 31,1926, was Rs. 416,571*54.

A portion of this unappropriated surplus bas already been utilized’by the Council by 
sanctioning various supplemental votes.

* 31-™ *•

during the year, leaving Rs. 43,432*96 still to be recovered for the work ^efaic|_bY powl^f
and this accordingly appears as an asset. 0lk executed bY tlie Council,

During the year the Council decided to establish 
meeting losses caused through damage by fire. The 
been allowed to lapse with the exception of the 
Suduwella. The fund 
December 31.

an increase of

an Insurance Fund for the purpose of 
w{10!e of tlle insurance policies have now

“°St6?SS 5
Hu- Council foe ’-in po’-n-'n ot’ aoff®ted the sum of Rs. 4,71‘.V73 to
41ns sum was provided out of funds which belonged to ft? n ,the Municipal Public Library.

»?a.«=r - * tta-ssi'?*
o, ».o4 he amount was duly received in mop n , ah LlbuuT Bequest.”

S'wEXl ... the Linbilitf
planet Sheet representing interest. The hnnil he a,n°unt received and the item

with Us. 13^a1o ™ "arii;Vrtll'e<luced ‘° Rs‘ ** ^ Pm'chased’ ,

T“ U‘*SS3« fJS,^ >*•*”' •^■’Sf-SSIfeSSbS*awMssjar SassfitsEsKt ~a--—--*Rs. 13,558,07510 the year before al dobt 0f tllu CouneU is >sis Ulakes the P**31!
tUerofore Rs. 13,382,049-61, again®1
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(F) Stores.

During 1926, the total cost of stores received at Suduwella was Rs. 1.117,557*13, as compared 
with last year’s figure of Rs. 1,105,199*41. The value of stores purchased and manufactured locally 
amounted to Rs. 579,746*85 and stores purchased through the Council’s London Agents and direct 
from manufacturers, &c., in Europe cost Rs. 537,810*28, inclusive of Customs duties, clearing 
charges, and agent’s commission.

The value of stores issued was Rs. 1,088,593*61, as against Rs. 1,040,523*06 in 1925.

During the year the work of the stores was divided into two portions. The responsibility 
of receiving and issuing of stores is with the Storekeeper and two Assistant Storekeepers, while 
the recording of such receipts and issues is now under the supervision of a Division I. Clerk 
(Mr. W. A. Perera) and performed by a staff of six Store Clerks.

(G) Aided House Drainaye.

There has been a considerable increase during the year in the administrative work in 
connection with aided house connections. The numbers of premises connected each year are 
as follows:—

1923
1924
1925
1926

5
20
33
69

127Total ...

During the year the amount advanced was Rs. 65,580*69 and the total advanced since 1923 
(the year in which aided house drainage was instituted) is Rs. 126,163*76. Rs. 37.741*84 has been 
repaid under the agreements, leaving Rs. 88,42.1*92 outstanding.

Interest amounting to Rs. 2,984*19 was received compared with Rs. 457*21 and 
Rs. 1.611*88 in 1924 and 1925 respectively.

It was necessary in 66 cases to issue warrants as the instalments were not paid by the due 
date, and the sum of Rs. 524*39 was recovered as warrant costs of 10 per cent. Last year 30 cases 
went under warrant and Rs. 247*67 was recovered as costs.

The Department has a great deal of work thrown upon it in connection with aided house 
drainage, chiefly owing to the growing number of owners who fail to keep to the undertaking to 
pay the instalments on the specified dates.

In two cases the period of repayment was extended from four years to ten as the owners 
concerned were unable to adhere to the terms of the agreements owing to their poor circumstances.

(H) Advances to Officers.

Rs. 7,077 was advanced by t-lie Council to officers requiring loans for the purpose of 
purchasing vehicles in terms of the conditions attached to payment of travelling allowances. 5 per 
cent, interest is charged on these loans. The amount outstanding at January 1, 1926, was 
Rs. 4,40S*74, and during the year Rs. 9,201*82 was repaid, leaving the sum of Rs. 2,283*92, 
outstanding at December 31, which is accordingly shown as an asset in the Balance Sheet.

(I) Prosecutions, cbc., by Revenue Inspectors.

The following summary gives details of the prosecutions entered by the Revenue Inspectors 
of the Department in 1926 and for purposes of comparison similar information is given for 1925 :—

1925. 192(5.
NqT Fines 

Rs. c.
jSo.Fines.

of Cases. Ks. of Cases.o.

Weights and measures (unstamped and/or false) 23 ...
Day cooly charges ... • 7 ...

377 50 
8 0 

356 50

96 ... 1,727 50 
10 0 

325 0
9

... 50 

... 131
84 . 

354 .
13 .
14 . 
24 .

2 .

Trade licenses 
Motor vehicle taxes
Occupation of market stalls without payment II 
Unlicensed meat and fish stalls ... 4
Unregistered market servants 
Keeping stalls closed 
Non-return of badges by guides 
Unregistered dogs 
Counterfeiting cart plates ...

20,994 weights and measures were tested by the Revenue Inspectors. 856 or 4*1 per cent, 
of these were condemned as incorrect. Last year the percentage of condemned weights and 
measures was 2*3.

12 50 . 
42 50 . 
12 50 .

12 0 
94 0 
33 50 
15 0 
20 o

5 0 
175 0

6

3 .
1 .
7 .

In four cases only had recourse to be made to seizure of movables. These were in con­
nection with non-payment of the consolidated rate. Last year there were 26 such seizures.

Two persons were fined Rs. 15 each for obstructing officers who were proceeding to make
a seizure.
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Amount 
expended in 

11)20.
Amount 

expended up to 
Dec. 31, 19-3.

Total.
Amount
voted.Heading:. c. Rs. 0<

377,658 7 '•'05,529 31
Ks.Rs c;

Rs. c.
527,871 27 ..988,918 85 ...Brought forward ... 

main in Pansala road, 1,344 511,344 51 ...

1,115 99 ... 
1,905 87 ... 
1,753 78 ... 

19,906 77 ...

1,450 0 -

1,120 0 ... 
2,GOO <1 ••• 
1,862 0 ... 

20,000 0

Water 
Kotahena 

Water main in Yellon's passage, 
Slave Island 

Water main in Prakrama road... 
Water main in Darley road 
Purchase of Deacon waste meters 

water posts,

1,115 90 
• 1,905 87 
1,753 78 

19,906 77

Installing two
Vuystwyke and Ferguson’s
road...

Renewing of water service 
connections in certain streets 

Erection of standpipe in Joseph 
Fraser road. Bambalapitiya ... 

Water main in McCallum road 
to Colombo Fort Station 

Construction of ’bus stand, 
Destructor road ...

Adjustable steel rack for 
Assessor’s Office

973 12973 42 ..
1,200 0 .. 

4,840 0 -
4,119 994,119 99 ... 

1,321 77 ... 

5,123 78 ... 

1,155 15 ... 

461 48 ...

1,321 77

5,123 78

1,155 15

471 5510 7 ...473 0 ...

944,721 92416,840 58527,881 34Total ... 1,032,385 85

(K) Statistics.
Various items of statistical interest are shown in Annexure D, and are compiled in tabular 

form for comparative purposes.
(L) General.

During the year information was received that counterfeit cart plates were being exhibited 
on carts kept for private purposes and on carts licensed by other local authorities which were used 
in Colombo. These classes of carts are liable for tax under the provisions contained in the 
Municipal Councils Ordinance and circular plates are issued on payment of the tax. It was 
thought that the counterfeit plates were being manufactured at a Paliyagoda gala. After inquiries 
had been made the matter was put in the hands of the Criminal Investigation Department, and it 
was decided to inspect all carts in Colombo on a given date in order to compare the numbers of the 
license plates with the office records. This inspection was carried out on August 2, 1926, and 
seven carts were discovered hearing counterfeit plates. Proceedings were taken against the 
owners and they were fined Rs. 25 each on pleading guilty. The manufacturer of the counterfeit 
plates could not he traced.

These types of cart plates have hitherto been painted locally under contract as there were 
hut a few issued, hut it has now been decided to have them made of enamelled iron as in the case 
of the ordinary cart plate, in order to make evasion of the tax more difficult.

On October 22, 1926, regulations giving power to this Council to collect revenue in money 
in cases of licenses, the fees on which had hitherto been collected by stamps, were published in the 
Government Gazette under the powers contained in “The Revenue Collection Ordinance, 1925.” 
Colombo was the first authority to take advantage of the provisions of this Ordinance, 
procedure, which affects licenses issued under “The Butchers Ordinance, .1893,” “r 
Ordinance, 1900,” and “The Vehicles Ordinance, 1916,” has the following advantages :__

(1) Revenue is collected more expeditiously, as the Council receives the monev when 
the license is applied for.

(2) Fraudulent misuse of stamps will not now arise.
(3) It is more convenient to ratepayers as they now pay direct to the Council, instead 

it tolthe offlcee 0n” UV° lransactions of Purchasing a stamp and sending

The new 
The Boats

The new procedure will come into operation on January 1, 1927.
The Correspondence Branch of the Department had a considerable quantity of work 

thrown upon it during the year and this is substantiated by the fact that no less than 29,366 
“outward” letters were registered, as against 23,144 in 1925, an increase of 26*8 per cent. The 
“inward” letters registered increased hy 11*4 per cent., from 37,492 in 1925 to 41,769 in 1926. I1
may he pointed out that letters which enclose cheques only are not registered and are therefore not 
recorded in the above figures. Papers passing from one Department of th 
also not included in these figures. o Council to another are

,. , l\ asa)T affords me great pleasure to express my appreciation of the satisfactory 
m which the officers of the Department carried out their duties during the year. manner

April 7. 1927. II. N. SAUNDERS, 
Municii>al Treasurer.
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Annc.vurc A.

Statement of Receipts and Disbursements on account of the Municipal Fund,
January 1 to December 31, 1026.

RECEIPTS.
Estimated 

Receipts, 1026.
Receipts,

1026.
A.—Taxes.

1 Tax on vehicles and animals
2 Costs on recovery of tax on vehicles and animals ...

its. Re.c. e.

100,000 0 
250 0

217.747 14 
246 35

190,250 0 217,003 40
B.—Licenses.

60,000 0 
6,000 0 

10,000 0
55.000 0 

100 0
2,000 0 
2,000 0 

400 0 
200 0

45.000 0
26.000 0 
13,500 0

250 0

68,756 O 
6,215 50 

11.489 0 
72.666 O 

140 0 
1,925 0 
3.480 42 

450 O 
240 O 

56,290 50 
29.625 0 
14,477 O

3 Vehicles
4 Boat
5 Gun
6 Proceeds oi: licenses for foreign liquor shops
7 Slaughter of animals
8 Sale of meat and fish
9 Petroleum

10 Guides
11 Poison
12 Trade
13 Auctioneers’ and brokers’
J 4 Advocates’, proctors’ and notaries’ certificates 
15 Old metal dealers ...
15a Motor’bus stands ... 17,960 0

283,714 42220,450 0

89,726 5270,000 0C.—Judicial. Fines.16

D—Tolls.
17 Contribution in lieu of abolition of road and bridge

tolls
18 Rents of two toll ferries and one canal toll

130,000 0 
11,000 0

130.000 0 
12,563 78

142,563 78141,000 0
E.—Markets.

24,378 35 
20,938 20 
6,553 75 

32,784 80 
4,650 60 
9,173 25 
4,105 0 
5,712 0 

15,449 44 
7.056 8 
7.645 55 
1,354 59

24.000 0
18.000 0 
6,000 0

34.000 0
4.000 0

13.000 0 
2,750 0
6.000 0

15.000 0 
7,000 0

19 Edinburgh market
20 Price park market
21 St. John’s market
22 Dean’s road market
23 Grandpass market
24 Kollupitiya market
25 Gintupitiya street market
26 Bambalapftiya market
27 Borella market
28 Kotahena market ...
28a Slave Island market
29 Costs of recovery of arrears of market rents 750 0

139,801 61130,500 0
F.—s L A UC« H T ER- HOUSE.

26,542 5 
38,094 5 

1,947 20 
4,840 80

21,000 0 
30,000 0

1.500 0
3.500 0

30 Slaughtering fees ...
31 Fceding fees
32 Miscellaneous receipts
33 Fees for inspection of frozen meat...

71,424 1056,000 0

G.—Cons er v a nc y.
34 Conservancy of Military and Government quarters ...
35 Day and special coolies

6,437 0 
4,312 10

8,000 0 
4,000 0

10.749 1012,000 0

H.—Cattle Mart and Quarantine Station.
36 Fees,
37 Lease of boutiques, &c.

69,396 79 
1,858 65

55,000 0 
2,500 0

71,255 4457,500 0

1,027,228 46877,700 0Carried forward
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• ISO
Receipts,

1926.Estimated 
Receipts, 1920.

Rs. c.c.Rs.

1,027,22«< 4a877,700 0
Brought forward -

40,907 50' 
3,195,173 22 

52,444 20-

I,_consolidated Rates. 55.000 0
3.150.000 0

55.000 0

3.260.000 0

38 Arrears 
.69 Current 
40 Costs on recoveries 3,288,584 92

800,203 99- 
1,777 28 . 

10,119 32 
23,395 43

p.—Water. 675,000 0 
1,500 0 

12,500 0 
22,000 0

41 Sale of water
42 Costs on recoveries
43 Military contribution
44 Meter rents 907,490 2711,000 0

L.—Rents. 1,038 GO- 
58,730 53 

1,705 00 
5,422 50 

20,044 50 
520 77

1.000 0
50.000 0 

200 0
5,000 0

20.000 0 
750 0

45 Cricket pitches, &c.
40 Roads and buildings
47 Vested properties ...
48 Sundries
49 Boutiques, Gasworks street and Fifth Cross street
50 Grazing fees

87,474 50-70,950 0
M.—Miscellaneous.

0,288 10 
10,444 45- 

103,594 28-

10,493 8 
4,988 39 

48,090 0

0.000 0 
9,000 0 

140,079 0

51 Fire Brigade fees
52 Fees for registration of dogs
53 Trunk roads (maintenance). Government refund ... 
— Trunk roads (improvements), Government refunds:—

Improvement, Kollupitiya Station approach road... 
Widening of Galle Face Centre road 
Asphalting Galle Face Centre road 
Asphalting Kollupitiya road from Galle Face to 

Turret road
Granite sett tracks, Prince of Wales avenue

54 Tramway mileage rent
55 Interest
50 Military contribution for lighting of Fort
57 Departmental fines
58 Cemetery fees, &c.
59 Plague prevention and rat destruction, refunds

from Government

10,500 0 
4,988 391 ...

48,090 Ot

10,428 14t ...
108,240 0 

5,000 0
25.000 0 

1,700 0
250 0

11.000 0

. 30,000 0

10.428 14. 
108,074 85 , 

5,500 32 
72,021 17 
1,702 70 

559 1 
13,471 88-

31,190 71
60 Refund from Government on account of widening 

of Kollupitiya road, Part I., Galle Face to Turret 
road (fourth instalment)

01 Recoveries on account of surveys 
01a Refund from Government on account of Kirillapone 

bridge over Dehiwala canal 
62 Sundries:—

(a) Department charges on work done for Govern-') 
ment and private parties ... ...

(/;) Fees for surveys and tracings for aided house 1 
drainage ...

(c) Application and connection fees for 
drainage ...

{d) Fees for testing weights and measures 
M Fees for hoardings, &c.

(/) Half fees for professional services of Council’s 
officers .

Qy) Miscellaneous
63 Sale of surplus lands
64 Refund from Government of Customs duty
65 Refund from Government widening of Kollupitiya 

road, Part II., from Turret road to Deal place

29,893 41 
113 93

9,115 0

29,893 41 
100 0

22,979 53

730 55'

10,005 84 
1,011 2 

37,390 92

3,014 82 
25,455 1* 
5,235 20 

41,851 18
298,470 38

house
80,000 0 • • «

• • •

• • •

• • • • • •

534,069 0 986,652 17

Yotai. Receipts
5,459,719 0 6,297,486 1• t ■

t Transferred from item No. Go.
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MUNICIPALITY OF COLOMBO.

DISBURSEMENTS.
Supplemental 
Provision, in­

cluding Unspent 
Balances at 

Dec. 31, 1925, 
brought forward.

Estimated
Disbursements,

1926.
Disbursements,

1926.

Rs Rs. Rs.c. c. c.
A.—NON-EFF ECTl V E CHARG ES.

'*1 Annuity, Victoria bridge
2 Annuity, drainage loan
3 Annuity, water loan 
-1 Audit of accounts ...
5 Pensions
6 Contribution to Friend-in-Neec

Society
7 Contribution to Law Library
8 Contribution to Victoria Home foi

Incurables
. 9 Contribution to Ceylon Ligli

Infantry Band
10 Contribution towards maintenance

of Anti-Tuberculosis Institute 
Sanatorium, and Hospital

11 House of Detention and Vagrants
Home

12 Seizure of cattle straying on public
roads

13 Feeding of poor children
14 Difference in exchange
15 Kirillapone quarry debit balance at

December 31, 1925, written off

8,000 0 ... 
525,967 0 ... 
150,000 0 ... 
18,000 0 ... 
62,884 0 ...

8,000 0 
525.966 54 
150,000 0 

13,230 62 
75.273 6215,951 0 .

5,000 0 ... 
500 0 ...

5,000 0 
500 0

1,000 0 ... 1,000 0
■

10,100 0 ... 10,100 0

25,000 0 . 25.000 0

18,000 0 ... 14,244 9

1,500 0 ...
5.000 0 .
1.000 0 ...

1,46)8 75 
5,143 63

81

1,088 0 ... 1,087 47

831,951 0 17,039 0 836,015 53

B.—Chairman.

27,600 0 27.600 0 
213 33

1 Salary and personal allowance 
la Passage 214 0 ...

27,813 3327,600 0 214 0

C.—S ECRET A RI AT. 

(a) Recurrent.
64,566 1,008 0 

90 0 
525 0 
700 0

65.144 82 
570 0 

4,242 82 
2,389 25 

75 0 
8,798 30 

189 15 
62 9 

9,715 81

01 Salaries 
Allowances 
Legal expenses 
Advertisements 
Furniture 
Stationery 
Library 
Postage 
Telephones 
General upkeep, &c.. 

Department 
Binding materials ... 
Medical boards 
Uniforms 
Miscellaneous 
Wages of coolies ...

480 02
5,000 0 
1,750 0 

100 0 
12,000 0

3
4
5
6

03257
125 0 

9,800 0
8

750 09
Printing10

600 0 
900 0 
250 0 
250 0 

2,250 0 
1,745 0

241 61 
642 66 
284 85 
220 50 

1,831 63 
1,777 98

11
50 012

13
14

50 015

100,141 0 3,173 0 96,186 47

(5) Rivti•ciordinary.
New type and plant for Printing 

Department 
Remuneration to Dr. J. F. Peries for 

examining Council’s officers 
Municipal Council’s elections

16
25,368 0 22,780 36

17
300 0 ... 

1,000 0
300 0 

1,273 7918

24,354 151,300 025,368 0

984,369- 48985,060 0 21,726 0Carried forward

• Tho annuity of Rs. 8,000 in respect- of Victoria bridge is payable up to and including December 31, 1945.
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' 32, •>
D1S Supplemental 

Provision, in­
cluding Undent 

Balances at
Dec. 31,1925, 

brought forward.

f Disbursement^ 
1920. 'Estimated

Disbursements.
1926.

e.

984,369 4s

c.Rs.
Rs c.

21,720 0
985,000 0

Brought forward ... 

D.—Treasurer’s Department.
183,280 90 

0,705 18 
33,002 10 

1,115 35 
2,879 53 

130 99 
2,002 99 
3,935 63 

306 87 
2,308 09

181.290 0 ... 
0.780 0 ... 

50,000 0 ...
1.500 0 
1,000 0 ...

150 0 ...
2.500 0 ... 
4,000 0 ...

250 0 ...
3.500 0 ...

I Salaries 
z Allowances
3 Commission
4 Uniforms
5 Extra clerks 
0 Library
7 Stationery
8 Postage and receipt stamps
9 Furniture

10 Advertisements ... ...
II Tin plates, badges, fare tables, paint­

ing numbers, branding of carts, 
and dog tickets ...

12 Store expenses
13 Miscellaneous
14 Insurance of buildings
15 Premiums on guarantee policies ...

5

5
5,580 6 
7.725 32 
3.199 32 
7,649 51 
1.145 37

5.500 0 ...
7.500 0 ...
4.000 0 ... 
7,500 0 ...
1.000 0 ...

850 0

400 0
262,234 231,250 0282.476 0

Vi .—Veterinary Department.

(a) Office

1 Salaries
2 Allowances
3 Prevention of diseases in animals
4 Uniforms
5 Postage 
(5 Furniture
7 Library
8 Stationery
9 Miscellaneous 

10 Wages of coolies ...

30,216 0 . 
3,000 0 . 

15,000 0 . 
1,625 0 . 

125 0 . 
150 0 . 
100 0 . 
500 0 . 
150 0 . 
330 0 .

30,215 0 
3,000 0 
4,005 38 
1,621 15 

75 61 
134 13 

67 90 
427 18 
106 80 
379 5050 0

51,196 0 40,032 7150 0

(li) Cattle Mart and Quarantine Station.

11 Satoies
12 Allowances
13 Tools and materials
14 Disinfectants
15 Treatment of sick cattle 
111 Inoculation of cattle 
17 Miscellaneous 
IS Wages of coolies ...

14,892 0 
2,700 0 
1,000 0 
1,200 0 

200 0 
0,000 0 
1,100 0 
8,800 0

15,042 00
2.27.3 0 
1,139 99

257 40

4.440 10 
840 59

9.04.3 !■•>

800 0 .

330 0

1,140 0
35,892 o 2,270 0 34,237 55

19. Salaries
20 Capture of dogs ...
21 U pkeep of motor animal ambulances

1,164 0 
5,400 o 
5,000 0

1.104 
4,204 99 
2,015 29
7,984 28

1,328,858 2.'>

■ • •
M.

11,564 () 

1,366,188 o
Carried forward

25,296 0
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MUNICIPALITY OF COLOMBO. 33

DISBURSEMENTS—contd.
Supplemental 
Provision, in­

cluding Unspent 
Balances at 

Dec. 31, 1925, 
brought forward.

Estimated
Disbursements,

1920.
Disbursements,

1926.

Rs. Rs.Its. c. c. c.

Brought forward

K.—Veterinary Department—contd. 
(d) licit Destruction.

1,300, m 0 ... 25,290 0 ... 1,328,858 25

2,580 0 
34,209 73 

1,950 0 
5,827 32 

453 10 
1,174 88 
1,185 49

22 Salaries
23 Wages of overseers and coolies
24 Allowances
25 Baits and poison ...
20 Disinfectants
27 Rat traps
28 Miscellaneous

2,580 0 
31,390 0 

1,980 0 
10,000 0 

500 0 
2.000 0 
2.500 0

3,700 0

3,700 0 47,380 5250,950 0
(e) Slaughter-houses.

4,788 (► 
4,384 88 

295 0- 
9,488 41 
1,407 00

4,788 0 ... 
4,000 0 

300 0 . 
8,400 0 . 
1,700 0

29 Salaries
30 Wages of coolies
31 Allowances
32 Feeding charges ...
33 Miscellaneous

250 0 ...

2,770 0 ...

3,020 0 20,303 9519,188 0

F.—Municipal Court.
25,841 19 

1,500 0 
147 0 
459 9 
15 75 

594 74

25,842 0 
1,000 0 

300 0 
550 0 

50 0 
750 0

1 Salaries
2 Allowances
3 Uniforms
4 Stationery
5 Library
0 Miscellaneous 270 0

28,017 77270 029,092 0

G.—Fire Brigade and Ambulance

1 Salaries
2 Allowances
3 Uniforms
4 Stores
5 Working expenses and lights 
0 Stationery
7 Library
8 Upkeep of motor ambulances
9 Hose, couplings, &c.

10 Wages to daily paid staff

30,979 75 
1,020 O 
5,053 4 
4,370 40 
4,537 2 

59 38 
28 83 

9,071 25 
9,090 32 
2.700 4

37,032 0 
1,710 0 
5,500 0 
5,000 0 
5,000 0 

125 0 
75 0 

11,000 0 
8,750 0 
2,439 0

500 0

347 0 
323 0

1,170 0 74,770 377,231 0

Extraordinary.
1J. Construction of an additional ambulance 4,495 894,500 0

H.—Public Health Department.
(a) Sanitary Branch.

152,094 51 
12,980 1 
20,005 44 

3,409 31 
139 98 

5,521 15 
40,410 43 

342 40 
91 82 

1,232 48 
2,427 71 

5.38 0

159,108
12,411
20,710

8,300

0 ...I Salaries
Wages of coolies ...
Allowances 
Prevention of infectious diseases ... 
Postage 
Uniforms 
Plague prevention 
Library 
Furniture 
Stationery 
Miscellaneous
Removing sick and burying dead 
Maintenance of motor disinfecting 

vans

2,200 002
0 ...3
04

150 05 ...
7,000

00,000
0 ...
0 ...
0 ...
.0 ...

0
4,507 0 ...7

5008
1009

2,000 0 
3,250 0 ... 
1,200 0

10
11.
12
13

2,322 88 •2,500 0 ...

241,042 18277,289 0 0,833 0

1,740.134 5940,289 01,824,438 0Carried forward ...



1027. fpApKlto’ 

_could-
SESSION-^1 

disbursements

Estimated
Disbursements

1926.

CEYLON
34 Supl?lemc.ual 

provision,
• .. 7T»^cnr»nt,

includ­
ing Unspent 
Balances at

Dec. 31, Id-3’ 
brought forward.

DisbuI926meUts>

Its.Its. c. c.c.Rs. 10,289 0 1.746,134 59
1,824,438 0

Brought forward ... 

Department—H.—Pcblic Health

(b) Child Welfare. 27,431 9 
0,590 0 

060 0 
5,745 94

27,540 0 ... 
6,660 0 

750 0 - 
13,000 0 ...

14 Salaries
15 Allowances
1«» Fees to Municipakmidwives 
17 Equipment and maintenance

• • •

40,427 347,950 0

(c) Dispensaries. 38,763 94 
2.524 64 
3,915 0 

16.470 94 
146 56

416 0 ... 
480 0 ...38,544 0 ... 

2.100 0 ... 
4,680 0 ... 

22.000 0 ... 
150 0 ...

IS Salaries
19 Allowances
20 Kent of stations ...
21 Maintenance
22 Wages of punkah boy

20 0 ...

61,821 8916 067,474 0

(d) Markets.
14,828 51 
16.242 10 

120 0 
1,697 13

15,480 0 ... 
14,243 0 ... 

120 0 . 
2,000 0

23 Salaries
24 Wages of coolies ...
25 Allowances
26 Maintenance

2,203 0

32,887 742,203 031,843 0

(e) General Cemeteries.
6,775 20 

14,358 35 
753 95 
534 37

27 Salaries
28 Wages of coolies ...
29 Upkeep of cemeteries
30 Miscellaneous

6,776 0 ... 
13,535 0 ... 

* 1,000 0 ... 
600 0 .

1,805 0

22,421 8721,911 0 1,805 0
(fj Bacteriological Laboratory.

31 Salaries
32 Wages of coolies ...
33 Allowances
34 Equipment
35 Maintenance
36 Library

22.746 3b 
983 77 
720 0 

1,492 27
4,174 55

419 44 

30,536 52

22,636 0 .. 
895 0 .. 
720 0 .. 

2,000 0 .. 
5,000 0 . 

750 0 ...

120 0 . 
124 0 .

170 0

32,001 0 414 0
(y) Municipal Laundries.

37 Wages and maintenance

(h) Extraordinary.
38 Purchase of 150 copies of the Pla

Report

2,000 0 2,063 46• • •
211 0

gue
• • %

500 0
I.—Engineer’s Department. 

(a) Office.

i 1 Salaries
2 Allowances
3 Surveying and drawing materials ...
4 Uniforms
5 Library
6 Stationery
7 Miscellaneous

285,456 0 
31,680 0 

5.000 o 
2,050 0 

300 0 
4,500 o
1,800 o 

330,786 0

2liS »
5,»l l

HI %
337^460^ 

2,263,752

\
ir 950 o .4

;H

950 0Carried forward
2,358,403 08 47,288 04

r-?

.



MUNICIPALITY OF COLOMBO. 35

DISBURSEMENTS—contd.
Supplemental 
Provision, in­

cluding Unspent 
Balances at 

Dec. 31, 1925, 
brought forward.

Estimated
Disbursements,

1926.
Disbursements,

1926.

Rs. Rs.Rs. c. c.c.

Brought forward ... 2,358,403 0

I.—Engineer’s Department—contd.

47,288 0 2,263,752 03

(b) Buildings.
8 Wages of overseers—buildings
9 Allowances to overseers—buildings .

10 Maintenance—Town Hall
11 Maintenance—cemeteries and hospi­

tals
12 Maintenance—Quarantine Station and

Mart
13 Maintenance—markets
14 Maintenance—Suduwella depot
15 Maintenance—Fire Brigade build­

ings
10 Maintenance—Maligakanda offices...
17 Working and maintenance of disin­

fector
18 Maintenance—slaughter-house
19 Maintenance—miscellaneous build­

ings
20 Maintenance—Khan clock tower ...
21 Maintenance—laundries
22 Maintenance—Free Library

248 ,0 2,538 00 
240 0 

2,156 07
2,555 0 

240 0 
2,250 0 190 0

1,050 0 3,539 743,000 0
3,910 55 

19,497 81 
5,775 07

1,772 0 
1,520 0 

304 0
2,250 0 

18,000 0 
5,500 0

1,337 50 
4,744 57

175 0 
405 0

1,400 0 
4,500 0

899 88 
3,001 34

84 0 
308 0

1,200 0
2,800 0

8,207 98 
653 1 

2,470 38 
2,098 10

1,754 0 
80 0 

1,855 0 
250 0

7.500 0 
750 0

1.500 0 
4,700 0

01,737 929,995 058,145 0

(c) Roads, Bridges, Culverts, Drains, tbe.
23 Wages of overseers—roads
24 Allowances to overseers—roads
25 General upkeep of roads
26 Upkeep of metal roads
27 Upkeep of gravel roads
28 Watering and oiling streets
29 Asphalting and tarring streets
30 Repairs to bridges, culverts, drains, &c.
31 Conservancy of main drains
32 Repairs and upkeep of steam rollers

and lorries
33 Repairs and purchase of tools
34 Maintenance and repairs to plant ...
35 Miscellaneous (repairs to footways

and carriage and rickshaw stands)

21,902 75 
2,403 30 

30,110 71 
832,492 73 

31,027 6 
44,974 21 

101,962 35 
33,099 20 

9,842 60

2,104 022,000 0 . 
2,700 0 .

27.500 0 . 
348,000 0 .
30.000 0 .
47.000 0 .
80.000 0 .
32.500 0 . 

9,000 0 .
34.000 0 . 
32,500 0 .
15.000 0 .
15,000 0 .

3,230 0 
18,223 0 

1,787 0 
3,090 0 

20,422 0 
1,289 0 
1.700 0

38,371 83 
32,339 68 
15,833 04

4,920 0 
020 0 
874 0

14,977 27054 0 ...
710,597 3304,973 0095,200 0

(d) Scavenging.
30 Wages of overseers 
37 Scavenging, dust sweeping, and 

removal of mud

12,842 292,500 0 .13,275 0 ... 

200,000 0 ... 273,885 3728,379 0 ...

280,727 0630,879 0273,275 0
(e) Paries.

38 Maintenance of parks, open spaces, &c.
39 Upkeep of playgrounds

32,875 91 
7.070 82

4,210 0 ... 
800 0 ...

30,750 0 
0,280 0 ...

39,952 735,010 037,030 0
(f) Lighting.

40 Lighting public streets with gas ...
41 Electric lighting of streets
42 Alterations to gas lamps
43 Gas lighting, Municipal buildings ...
44 Electric fans and lamps, Municipal

Council’s offices and buildings ...

110,799 09 
21,859 33 
‘ 888 50 
20,287 57

120,500 0
23.000 0 

1,000 0 ...
25.000 0 ...

18,400 0 . 14,729 28

174,504 37193,900 0

3,537,332 04158,145 03,010,013 0Carried forward



f

1927.SESSIOSAI. PAPE®.

contd.
CEYLON

36 disbursements- Supplemental 
provision, in­

cluding Unspent 
Balances at 

Dec. 31, l92o,
brought forward.

DisburEstimated
Disbursements.

1926.
Us.Rs. c. c.Rs. c.

158,143 0 3,537,339 «4.. 3,615,013 0Brought forward •

1,—Engineer’s Department—contd.

((/) Conservancy.
45 Tools and materials
46 Disinfectants
47 Wages of coolies 
4«S Maintenance of conservancy carts

and -working expenses of con­
servancy lorries...

49 Maintenance of lavatories and lipping 
depots

200 0 ... 2,690 4 
18,438 14 
98,806 ,87

3,000 0 ... 
20,000 0 ... 
90,000 0 ... 10,500 0 ...

383 0 ... 5,104 60 

63,636 54

5,000 0 ... 

70,000 0 ... 5,134 0 .

16,217 0 188,671 19188,000 0

(h) Drainage.
50 Testing house drains
51 Upkeep of sewers
52 Clearing gullies, &c.
53 Maintenance of pumping stations ...
54 Treatment works, Madampitiva ...
55 Treatment works, Wellawatta
56 Improvements to rainwater drains.
57 House connections
58 Compulsory drainage—inquiries and

service of notices

2,600 0 ... 
26,900 0 ... 

2,750 0 ... 
11,200 0 ... 

840 0 ... 
490 0 ... 
210 0 ... 

19,000 0 ...

17.772 33 
112,407 79 
41,860 91 

203,634 20 
13,667 11 

4.948 16 
3,003 20 

112,085 67

7,862 41

15.500 0
95.000 0
42.500 0 

195,000 0
13.500 0
4.500 0 
3,000 0

90.000 0

7,500 0 770 0 ...

466,500 0 517,241 7864,760 0

(i) Miscellaneous.
59 Working and 

destructor
00 Surveys, tracings, photographs, &c". 
bl Furniture
62 Upkeep of Chairman’s motor car !..
63 Sundries (postage)...
64 Upkeep of Printing Department^

machinery and gas
65 Repairs to drinking troughs 
06 Fences and watching Municipal

Council’s lands

maintenance of
35.000 0 ...
17.000 0 ... 

1,000 0
4.000 0 ... 
1,200 0 .

1,200 0 ... 
200 0 ...

1.000 0 ...

37,760 9 
16,327 39 

893 11 
4,011 24 

802 73

808 H 
76 60

945 63

3,011 0 
1,388 0 

41 0 ... 
30 0

:
34 0 
30 0 ...

■

120 0
60,600 0I 61,024 904,654 0

Or) Ejlnwrdinarij (New Works.) 
67 One roller and 
„ , _ and subsidiary plant 
bo Purchase of four

lorry and trailerone
45.000 0

52.500 0
28.000 0
42.500 0
45.000 0
69.000 o "

11,700 o
10.000 o ;;;
39.000 o

20.000 o

10.000 0
50,000 0 ___ ...

_428,700 o

4,301,113 o

• • •
69 St f01'shelter for lorries d
69 Stone setts, Armour street (tracks)"'
70 Stone setts, Front street 
H |t0“e seLtls- Panchikawatta (tracks)'" 
Li |r,beach 1'0a'1 IP’Provements 1' 
73 Stone setts, Quarry road and Old

Moor street extension W
<4 Stone setts, Butcher st 
•:t Bitumen 

(sides)
76 Bitumen

Pettah
77 Acquisition of site for

at Wellawatta
78 Polwatta laundry ...

33,455 50

3,205 73 
27;972 9b 
41,124 99 
38,265 90 
62,901 2b
11,650 72 

5,837 21
30,383 38

2,513 38

• • •

.9,300 0 ...• • •!

900 0 ... 
1,737 0 ...

• • •reet
carpet, Alexandra place 

cross street- 

Public market

• • •
carpet, Third

2,000 0• • •

• • •

21,027 lj 
12,52.-) 0

5,028 0•M

Carried forward 

Carried forward 18,965 0 

218,776 0

290,923 72
*»•

4.304,870 Si
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MUNICIPALITY OF COLOMBO. 37

DISBURSEMENTS—contd.
Supplemental 
Provision, in­

cluding Unspent 
Balances at 

Dec. 31, 1925, 
brought, forward.

Estimated
Disbursements,

1926.
Disbursements,

1926.

Rs. Rs. Rs.c. c. c.

Brought forward ... 4,331,113 0 243,776 0 4,304,370 5 1

T.—Enotn eer’s Depa rtm ent—contd.

(k) Extraordinary (New WorksJ—contd.

Brought forward ...

79 Rajamalwatta road scheme (con­
struction)

30 Improvement of Arab lane
31 Construction of mosquito-proof

gullies
32 Improvement of surface drains ...
33 Construction of sheds at Suduwella
34 Construction of ’bus stand, Destruc­

tor road
35 Improving entrance to stores, Sudu­

wella
36 Minor improvements to markets,

laundries, and cemeteries
37 Rounding off corners
38 Construction of new sewers (reduced

Rs. 50,000)
39 Construction of new rainwater

drains (increased Rs. 50,000)
00 Lighting of Maligakanda, 2nd lane..
01 Lighting of Paranawadiya extension.
02 Lighting of Maligawatta lane
03 Lighting of Kelani-ganga Mills road 
94 Lighting of Franciwatta road 
05 Lighting of Castle street 
96 Lighting of Fife road 
07 Construction and improvement of

footpaths, San Sebastian Hill and 
Bridge street

98 Improvements to Quarantine Station
and Borella Veterinary Hospital

99 Construction of public lavatory at
Yin cent street ...

100 Improvement of Java lane
101 Acquisition on account widening

Maradana road ... ..
102 Improvement of west side, Alex­

andra place . ..
103 Havelock road street scheme

(acquiring land Police park south 
to Timbirigasyaya road)

104 Kollupitiya duplication road (acqui­
sition of premises No. 678a, Dick- 
man’s lane)

105 Trapping rainwater drain outlets
to San Sebastian canal

106 Improvement of cooly lines, blocks
A and B, Slaughter-house

107 Extension to plantain market,
Kachcheri road ...

108 Alteration to Printing Department,
new Town Hall

109 Staircase to base of dome, new Town
Hall

110 Sett paving of Sea street at its
junction with Wolfendahl

111 Signboards, motor traffic
112 Goat sheds at Cattle Mart and

Quarantine Station

428,700 0 13,965 0 . 290,923 72

32,220 0 
25,000 0 3,821 69

20,000 0 
25.000 0 
5,000 0

10,616 15 
14,336 54 
4,094 56

1,300 0 ... 1,155 15

7,600 0 ... 400 0 ... 6.574 64• ••*

5,000 0 ... 
16,000 0 ...

3,270 76 
1,473 262,067 0 ...

100,000 0 ... 2,050 0 

6,700 0

38,553 74

150,000 0 . 
1.0L9 0 . 
1,714 0 . 
4,419 0 .
1,481 0 . 
1,883 0 . 
3,730 0 
2,218 0 .

126,359 11 
993 25 

1,613 25 
4,023 50 
1,305 62 
1,663 25 
3,500 57 
2,063 12

• • •

19,250 0 ... 17,223 67 

4,393 765,000 0 .
5,450 0 

' 20,180 0 ...
82,500 0 ...

4,702 76 
9,322 75

60,000 0 

7,025 307,250 0 ...

36,000 0 ... 25,218 88

11,100 0 1,835 63 

2,039 406,000 0 . 

2,634 0 ... 

10,650 0 .

1,849 21
5,666 72

7,930 0 5,801 90
3,250 03,250 0 .

5,000 0 . 
5,000 0 4,334 65

414 1823,150 0
675,3711 69836,534 0 256,276 0Carried forward ...

4,304,870 51243,776 04,331,113 0Carried forward ...
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1927.papers.SESSIONAL 

DISBURSEMENTS—could.
CEYLON

* 38

Supplemental 
Provision, includ­

ing Unspent 
Balances at

Dec. 31, 192o, 
brought forward.

Disbursements,Estimated
Disbursements,

1926.
Ks. c.Ks. cKs. c.

4,304,870 51243,770 04,331,113 0Brought forward ... 

Engineer’s Department could. 

(lc) Extraordinary (New Works)— 

Brought forward

113 Repairs to sewer J 12, Kotahena ...
114 Plastering dome, new Town Hall...
115 Repairs to No. 210, Dematagoda ... 

Extensions to the Bacteriological
Laboratory and store at Maliga- 
kanda

117 New gas engine at the new Town
Hall Printing office

118 Purchase of one Super Sentinel
steam waggon and trailer (Biya- 
gama quarry) ...

119 Acquisition and re-erection of
boundary wall—Campbell place 
and Temple lane junction

120 Lavatories for subordinate staff,
new Town Hall

121 Renewal of granite sett cart tracks
Norris road (Factory to Railway 
road north side)

122 Sett paving Wolf endahl street (Main
street to Andival street)

123 Sett paving Prince of Wales avenue
(Madampitiya road to Victoria 
bridge)

125 Lighting of Greenlands road
126 Lighting of Yakbadda road
127 Lighting of Kuruppu road
128 Lighting of Rodney street
129 Child Welfare Centre construction . 
89/1922 Widening Bagatelle road—

Thurstan road junction
89/1923 Public market at Slave Island...
65«/1924 Asphalting road surfaces, Main 

street from Front street to Fourth 
Cross street 

65(7/1924 Asphalting
Symonds road to Dean’s road 

68/1924 Connecting side drains. New 
Chettv street, and rainwater drain 
Van Rooyen street

69/1924 Erecting Sinhalese and Tamil 
road name plates

71/1924 Construction of two sheds 
Cattle Mart, Dematagoda 

74/1924 Purchase of plant 
79/1924 Biyagama quarry plant 
81/1924 Land acquisition, Nilwatta mills.

Carried forward ...

1.—
contd.

675,370 69256,276 0

25,000 0 ... 
2,230 0 ... 

550 0 ...

856,534 0
19,004 15 

2,222 30

116
12,200 0 .

2,750 0

17,000 0 ...

6,000 0 ...

8.796 0 ...

23,370 0 ...
800 070,000 0 .

‘6,613 6630,000 0 ... 
1,697 0 ...

535 0 
1,507 0 ... 

971 0 ... 
600 0

1,560 0 
1 44,759 90

2,716 2* ... 
58,599 96* ...

L 1,000 0* ... 

11,000 0* ...
road surfaces,

278 40* ... 210 74

1,323 1

533 21 
4,170 0 

88,838 13

1,849 35*at
4,424 15* 
7,038 32* ... 

134,717 79* ... 
13,870 83*

850,534 0 704,970 88 845,417 79

Carried forward 4,331,113 0• • • 243,770 0 4,304,870 51

• Unspent balances at December 31,1925, brought 'for^T
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MUNICIPALITY OF COLOMBO. 39

D1S BURSEMENTS—contd.

Supplemental 
Provision, in­

cluding Unspent 
Balances at 

Dec. 31,1925, 
brought forward.

Estimated
Disbursements,

1926.
Disbursements,

1926.

Rs Rs.Rs.c. c. c.

Brought forward 4,331,113 0 243,776 0 4,304,870 31

I.—Engineer’s Department—contd, 

(k) Extraordinary (New Works)—contd.

Brought forward ...

03/1923 Acquisition of land, construction, 
lighting, water, and drainage to 
Maligawatta 

00/1923 Rajamalwatta road improvement 
scheme

08/1923 Conversion of grain boutiques 
to meat stalls, Borella market 

09/1925 Extension of Kachcheri road 
market

71/1925 Cooly lines, Kanatta cemetery... 
77/1925 Van Rooyen street improvement. 
78/J 925 Elie House road corner improve-) 

ments ... ...f
79/1925 Footway improvements, Korte- 

boam st reet 
80/1925 Widening Symonds road from 

Forbes road working northwards.. 
81 /1925 Kochchikade slum improvement 

scheme
85/1925 Rainwater drain, Bambalapitiya 

Station road to Kirillapone canal .
86/1925 Public lavatories
88/1925 Sewers 
89/1925 Rainwater drain, Alfred place 

to Laurie’s road ...
91/1925 Acquisition, Child Welfare Centre.

Gintupitiya and Hill streets 
5)2/1925 Construction of approach road 

to Hendala ferry 
93/1925 Granite sett cart tracks, Prince 

of Wales avenue
94/1925 Drainage of Old and New Moor 

streets (acquisition)
95/1925 Widening of Kollupitiya road) 

from Turret road to Bagatelle road] 
101/1925 Playground at Watersmeet, 

Mutwal
.102/1925 Layout of roads in the vicinity 

of new Town Hall at Victoria) 
park ... •••)

104/1925 Diversion of sewer A 78, Fort, 
(reduced Rs. 6,000).

105/1925 Erecting a ’bus stand at Mutwal 
106/1925 Compensation for bare land 

falling within street lines, Laurie’s 
road

107/1925 Erection of dairy shed at the 
Cattle Mart ...

.108/1925 Silt pit at Baggage Office, Fort 
M. 27/1924 Rainwater drain in Temple 

road area, Maradana 
28/1924 Public lavatory at Jefferson street, 

Slave Island

704,976 88*856,534 0 845,417 79

62,992 10° ..

75.000 0° ..

1,460 51° ..

88 22° .. 
1.066 21° .. 

776 41° .. 
851 0 

1,399 61°
4,517 23° ..

100,000 0*
67,580 0°

6,911 69* .. 
4,250 0 

44,600 0 
7,949 19’ ..

17,882 19* ..

48,551 39* .. %
2,360 0* .. 

21,738 22* ..

11.000 0* .. 
289,850 0 
100,000 0

762 19*
3,000 0 

45,099 7*
27,521 86* .. 

31.8 81* ..

3,296 53
23,414 64

120 0
1 76 

558 36 
724 86

2,129 47{
298 68

126 35 
16,811 23 
6,656 45

i
8,354 20

48,551 39
1,953 85 

21,573 7

{ 4 330,280 66

671 39

( 33,545 72

10,036 73 
301 47

350 0* ..
1,725 0* 

900 0*
1,337 36 

478 48
8,069 69* ... 
2,232 15*

4,366 24
771 42

856,534 0 1,361,778 101,665,779 62

5,666,648-615,187,647 0 1,909,555 62Carried forward

* Unspent balances at December, 81,1925, brought forward.
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Supplemental 

Provision, includ­
ing Unspent 
Balances at

Dec. 31, 192o.
brought forward.

Disbursements,Estimated
Disbursements,

1926.
Rs. c.Ks. c.c.Rs,

5,666,648 011,909,555 G25,187,(147 0Brought forward 

—Waterworks Department. 

(a) Recurrent.

• • •

100,402 27 
G,917 72 

66,154 2 
284 9^

2,780 0 •• 99.510 0 ... 
8,580 0 . 

68,200 0 
300 0 ...

1 Salaries
2 Allowances
3 Maintenance of Colombo Waterworks
4 Surveys and tracings
5 Maintenance of Waterworks Engi-

neer’s Office 
G Maintenance of Waterworks motor

800 0 ...

1,455 741,700 0 ...

4,486 2> 
14,963 70 

7,806 67 
113 72 
377 86 
781 22 
180 G6

5.000 0 
15,000 0
8,550 0 

200 0 . 
400 0

1.000 0 ... 
200 0

car
7 Purchase and upkeep of meters
8 Purchase and repairs to tools
9 Library

10 Postage
11 Stationery
12 Furniture
13 Extension and improvement of water

service
14 Surveying and drawing instruments.
15 Uniforms
16 [Miscellaneous
17 Maintenance of Waterworks motor

lorry
18 Maintenance of filtration works,

Labugama

4,879 32 
234 14 

1,388 90 
193 83

5.000 0 ... 
250 0 ...

2.000 0 
200 0 ...

2,320 392,450 0

37,430 7439,000 0 ...

250,321 86257,540 0 3,530 0

(b) Extraordinary.

19 Valve and spindle hydrants
20 Water main in Prince of Wales

avenue
21 Water main in Modera lane
22 Water main in Mosque lane, Mutwal.
23 Water main in Nell’s lane, Mattak-

kuliya
24 Water main in St. Mary’s lane,

Mattakkuliya
25 Water main in Pansala road, Kotahena.
26 Water main in Vellon’s

Slave Island
27 V ater main in Prakrama road
28 Water main in Darley road
29 Purchase of Deacon waste meters
30 Installing two watering posts, Vuyst-

wyke and Ferguson’s roads
31 Tenements at Maligakanda for

housing labour force

25,000 0 . 24,944 97

17,000 0 
1,450 0 ... 
1,050 0

15,130 25 
1,449 79 

930 25

3,650 0 ... 3,515 10

1,021 5 
1,344 51

1,400 0 . 
L450 0 ...

passage,
1,120 0 . 
2,600 0
1,862 0

20,000 0

1,115 99 
1,905 87 
1,753 78 

19,906 77

973 421,200 0 ...

15,000 0 .. 4.200 0 7,284 91
Carried forward <... 92,782 0 4,200 0 81,276 66

Carried forward 5,445,187 0 1,913,085 62 5,916,970 47
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DISBURSEMENTS—contd.

Supplemental 
Provision, includ­

ing Unspent 
Balances at 

Dec. 31,1925, 
brought forward.

Estimated
Disbursements,

1920.
Disbursements,

lt»2G.

Rs. Rs. Rs.c. c. c.

Brought forward ... 5,445,187 0 1,913,085 02 5,910,970 47

K.—VV ATERWORKS D EP ART fit ENT—COU t(l.

( b) Extraordinary—coutc'l.

Brought forward ... 4,200 092,782 0 81,270 07
32 Renewing of water service connec­

tions in certain streets
33 Erection of standpipe in Joseph

Fraser road, Bambalapitiya
34 Water main in McCallum road to

Colombo Fort station
35 Store Expenses 
22/1924 Extension of Labugama filtration

works
20/1925 Sluice hydrants 
23/>/l925 Cleaning main in Parsons 

road
23c/l925 Extending 4-inch, main from 

Armstrong’s garage to York street. 
25/1925 Steel joists at stream crossings.

4,840 0 4,119 99

1,322 0 1,321 77 •

7,300 0 
850 0

5,123 78 
082 1(3

17,250 31° 
1,159 15°

137 73*

16,483 41 
949 85

65 41

1,882 52° 
2,451 73*

890 4^ 
1,560 22

92.782 0 41,393 44 112,473 68-

L.—Assessing Department.

66,094 0 
6,900 0 
1,000 0 

500 0 
1,250 0 
1,200 0
1.500 0 

10,000 0
200 0

2.500 0

65,594 47 
6,900 0- 

150 75 
282 85 

1,168 67 
1,021 40- 
1,601 45 

13 56- 
98 26- 

2,421 15

1 Salaries
2 Allowances
3 Extra clerks
4 Furniture
5 Uniforms
6 Stationery
7 Miscellaneous
8 Street number plates
9 Library

10 Fees for land certificates
11 Salaries and allowances of temporary

staff
11/1925 Purchase of one adjustable steel \ 

rack ... ... J

100 0

250 0

15.540 0 14,236 56- 
461 48f }-125 0 

337 93°

812 93 93,950 60106,684 0

M.—Public Library.

7,673 55 
471 8& 
107 54 
50 66 
43 13 
64 17 

838 53 
168 75 
455 0

7,680 0 
100 0 

75 0 
250 0 

50 0 
250 0 

1,200 0
5,000 0

1 Salaries
2 Stationery
3 Uniforms
4 Miscellaneous
5 Insurance of books
6 Furniture
7 Newspapers and periodicals 
^ | Binding old books

1 Purchase of new books

408 0 
33 0

-f
9,873 2114,605 0 441 0

6,133,267 9l> 
164,168 11Excess of Receipts over Disbursements

Total ... 5,659,258 0 jR 6,297,436 71,955,732 99

* Unspent balances at December 31,1925, brought forward.
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MUNICIPALITY OF COLOMBO. 

Anncxure C.
BALANCE SHEET AT DECEMBER 31, 1926.

43

LIABILITIES. Amount. Total. ASSETS. Amount. Total.

Rs. Rs. Rs.c. Rs.c. c. c.
1 Capital Expenditure:—
{a) Duplication of 30-inch 

water main and filtration 
works

L Loans Outstanding :—
(а) Government of Ceylon : 

Duplication of 30-incli
water main, &c.

Less redemption of Loan ...

(б) Government of Ceylon : 
Colombo Drainage Works.

Less redemption of Loan

3,0(10,000 0 
108,050 71

3,473,509 53

(fj) Colombo Drainage Works:-
(1) Works carried out by 

Resident Engineer as per 
modified scheme

(2) Extensions of* sewers 
and underground drains 
and other improvements 
carried out by Munici­
pality since 1922

(3) Public lavatories and 
house connections

(c) Raising of Labugama
Reservoir dam

(d) Town Hall at Victoria park.
(e) Child Welfare Centre

2 Amount advanced to
Council Officials for
Purchase of Vehicles.

3 Advance Accounts :—
(a) Miscellaneous
Qj) Municipal quarries

2,831,949 29

11,072,980 0 
(>20.274 9 17,830,564 1210,452,705 91

2 Grant in Aid :—
Government of Ceylon: 

Colombo Drainage Works.
3 Sinking Fund Suspense

ACCOUNTS :—
(a) Waterworks Loan 
(7j) Colombo Drainage Works 

Loan

7,100,000 0
735,220 31
678,695 82
319,293 76 

1,141,423 81 
52,500 0

168,050 71
620.274 9

788,324 80
24.231,207 354 Permanent Works exe­

cuted out of Revenue:—
(a) Waterworks
(b) Colombo Drainage Works

(extensions to scheme) ...
(c) Town Hall at Victoria park.

2.283 92473,509 53

578,504 11 
. 11,274 20 29,389 17 

1,099 151,063,287 84
5 Amount received on

Realization of Sinking 
Funds and Interest
THEREON

6 Insurance Fund
7 Child Welfare Centre

(a) Contribution from War 
Memorial Fund & interest. 

(5) Revenue contribution

30,488 32
Less credit balance on :—

(a) Works pending recovery 
(5) Making articles for stock...

2,103.427 52 
1.671 50

462 45 
6,914 54

23,111 32
4 Expenditure on Laying 

Water Mains in Pri­
vate Streets 
Less recoveries from owners

91,965 3 
52,500 0 107,862 37 

64,429 41144,465 3 
4,834 S 43,432 9t8 Pettah Library Bequest

9 Deposits:—
(a) Pending execution of 

works
(5) Miscellaneous

5 Expenditure on xYided 
House Drainage 

Less recoveries from owners
126,163 76 
37,741 84

88,421 9:46,747 19 
155,086 33 6 Stores on Hand:—

(а) General
(б) Waterworks

497,532 19 
279,763 76201,833 52

10 Securities :—
(a) Tenders ...
(5) Contractors
(c) Water supply to shipping
(d) Council officials 
(c) Lands
(f) Miscellaneous
(g) Upkeep of graves
(h) Public library

777,295 9i350 0 
62,951 0 
35,000 0 
31,319 42 
20,411 41 
58,891 86 

2,565 0 
1,058 90

7 Investments:—
(a) Ceylon Government 4 per 

cent, inscribed stock
(5) Indian Government five 

year 6 per cent. Bonds
(c) Ceylon Savings Bank

Fixed deposit at:—
(1) Mercantile Bank of India..
(2) National Bank of India
(3) Chartered Bank of India, 

Australia, and China
(4) Imperial Bank of India ...

8 Cash-.—
(a) At Imperial Bank of India 

on current account
(6) In hand :—

(1) With officials
(2) With Medical Officer,

Infectious Diseases 
Hospital

930 0

40,000 0 
7,838 39

212,547 59

3,906 64 
1,390 54 

229,350 61 
41,102 68

11 Gratuities to Minors
held in Trust

12 Suspense Account

13 Receipts in Advance ...
14 Sundry Creditors

' 15 Excess of Assets over 
Liabilities :—

(a) Brought forward from 1925 
(/>) Excess of Receipts over 

Disbursements up to 
December 31, 1926, as 
per Statement of Receipts 
and Disbursements

500 0 
10,000 0

9,000 0 
1,894,427 98

1,962,690 3

47,340 23
1,831,623 32

775 0

23 95LG4,108 11 • • •
48,139 11,995,791 43

27.176,588 1Total ...27,176,588 98Total
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to Colombo.relating

Generaland. STATISTICAL 1925.1924. 1926.1923.1922.1921.
8,6178,617 8,617General.

Area of Municipality (acres).
Miles of public roads (includ­

ing trunk roads) .
Miles of trunk roadsmamtaiu- 

edat cost of Government...
Population (including mili­

tary and shipping, 19—1 Cen­
sus 248.826)

8.(3178,617! 8,617 118118 118118116116 1717 1717lo’815-8 '
256,051

(estimate)
253.226

(estimate)
258,907

(estimate)
250,433

(estimate)247,670
■" (Census) (estimate) Rs. RsRs. c.c.Rs. c. c.Rs. c.Rs.

' J 13,702,391 0

56 12 
104.044 0

c. 16,229,753 0

63 3 
153,991 0

15,677,104 0

61 91 
110.45-1 0

16,78-4,982 oJRate* and Asw$8>iieut&
Annual value
Annual value per head ot 

population
Produce of a 1 per cent, rate.
Amount collected as rates per 

head of population ...
Percentage of rates collected 

(within the current year)...
Loam.

14,839,432 0

59 25 
111.217 0

11 47

14,408,268 0

58 18 
109,999 0

64 82
159.758 (j 

12 49 

98 67 percent

12 33II 4411 5511 60
98*66 per cent.97*54 per cent.94*54 percent.94*27 per cent,90*5 per cent,

Rs. Rs.Rs. c.c.Rs. c. c.Rs. c.Rs. c.
14,072,980 0 

614,716 0
14,072,980 0 

449,472 0
14,072,980 0 

788,325 0
14,072,980 0 

292,191 34
14,072.980 0 

142,488 92
14,072,980 0Total raised 

Repaid
Total debt (including annui­

ties capitalized on a 5 per 
cent, basis) ...

Debt per head of population.
Revenue. Account.

13,558,675 0 
52 95

13,382,050 013,720,791 50 
53 90

13,983,174 66 
55 83

14.227.205 8 
57 44

14,459,478 0 
59 22 51 69

5.647,733 0 6.297,436 0 
5,203,934 0 6.133.268 0 
1,831,623 32 1,995,791 0

18*2 per cent. 17*09 per cent.
Rs. c.

261,183 0 258.561 O'
919,431 0 505,847 0

5,232.362 14 
5.611,994 55 
1,387,824 29

5,101.848 58 
5.414.449 13 
1.767.456 70

4.952,680 65 
4.956.084 88 
2,080,057 25

4.851,833 41 
4,264,152 11 
2.083.511 48

Receipts
Paymeuts
Surplus at December 31 
Perceuiage of salaries to total 

expenditure
Capital Account.

19*15 per cent. 18*5 per cent. 16*24 percent. 16*25 per cent.
Rs. Rs. Rs.c. c. c

Receipts
Paymeuts

118.896 20 270,571 50 
367,685 5G| 677,530 90

APPENDIX B.
REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ASSESSOR 

1 HAVE the honour to submit my report for the year 1926.

Part I.—General.
Rs. 15,748,383 as at°Deeember Thifshmv1 assessecl ^ Municipal rates was
at December 31,1(125. These fiVres inebme P 1 * uett 1.ncl'ease ot Rs. 553,229 over the figure
include properties ‘° ^ ^-Hes but do not

annual value of Crown properti’eTlcaseamh1"1Yhe snf1 a“mia11 vahle in each ward and the total 
dealt with during the year‘ 1 e statement also shows the number of objections

Rateable 
Value at 

December 
31. li)2i;.

FOR 1926.

Nett Value at 
December 
31, 1925.

Ward. Number of ObjectionsNett
Increase.

Nett
Decrease. Reductions Referred 

to CourtReceived.Rs. Rs. given.Crown lands (leased) 1,036,353

Pettah East 
Pet tab West 
San Sebastian 
St. Paul’s 
Kotahena A 
Kotahena B 
New Bazaar 
Maradana 
Slave Island 
Kollnpitiya 
Wellawatta A 
Wellawatta B

Rs Rs.485 '
1182,371 
489,955 
972.729 
549,492 
843,183 
838,918 

2.183,937 
1.294.000 
2,282,415 

889,488 
578,104

- 1.970,158 ...
~ - 2,123,180
~ - 891,589

- 890,788
~ - 475,877 ...

- 973,951 ...
- -559,890 ..
- 850,555
- -847.841
- 2,242,545 .
- 1,302,840

~ - 2,410,384
_ - .908,225 . Z

_____- 000,980 Jo

15,748,383

10 ... 4 ...
44 ... 28 ... 1
18 ... 3 ...
17 ... 7 ... —

8 ... 4 .
30 ... 4 .

10,196
8,417
5,722
1,222

10,198

1

1

7,372 38 13
8,923 26 4 • • •

58,808 25 ... 7 ...
127 ... 188,840 • ••127,969

38,737
24,876

156 37 ... 
16 ...
14

Total 115,195,154 9 ...553,229
4166

uw»* - s
1
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New Buildings and'Demolitions.
3. 475 new buildings were brought on the assessment registers during the year. 

Maradana shows the greatest expansion with 153 new buildings. 182 buildings were withdrawn 
from the registers through demolitions. The assessment of 942 buildings were revised during the 
year because of reconstruction, &c.

Acquisition.
4. The following statement, shows the number of properties actually acquired during the 

year. In addition to properties actually acquired during the year, preliminary estimates were made 
for 31 properties involving a sum of Rs. 117,852, and also for three different road traces for widening 
of the Galle road :—

No. of 
Lots.

Price Paid.Name of Acquisition. Purpose. Rs. c.
(1) Street improvement...

... (2) Site for dispensary and 2
child welfare centre,

Gintupitiya and Hill street 52,500 0•...

Forbes lane...
Vauxhall street
Regent street and Kynsey road 
Castle street and Kanatta road 
No. 087a, Dickman’s lane 
Java lane ...

2 ...Public lavatory 
... Public lavatory 
... Street improvement 

Street improvement 
... Street improvement 

Improvement 
... Street improvement

2,049 0 
00 0 

437 25 
054 50 

1,835 03 
13,502 75 
4,500 0 

240 03 
533 25 

31,700 82

1
3
4
1
5

No. 1,018, Galle road ...
Dickman’s road—Bambalapitiyaroad Street improvement

... Public lavatory 

... Street improvement

1
1
1Princess gate 

Havelock road scheme ... 0 ...
Kollupitiya road widening scheme,

Part II. (Turret road to Deal place) Street improvement ... 35 ... 270,333 43
Rajamalwatta improvement scheme.. Street improvement ... 47 ... 25,933 90

404,893 22Total ... 109

There were 25 cases referred to Court during the year. Eleven of these were referred 
under section 11 of Ordinance No. 3 of 1870 on questions of title and the remainder on the question of 
compensation or other causes. Of the number referred to Court, 23 are in the Rajamalwatta 
improvement area. Great difficulty was experienced in this area owing to (1) the illiteracy of the 
owners, (2) the absence of relevant data, and (3) the number of false statements and claims put forward.

The most important acquisition undertaken during the year was the widening of 
Kollupitiya road between Turret road and Deal place. Out of 35 lots acquired one was referred to 
Court on the question of compensation.

Government Property.
5. During the year the Government decided to adopt the recommendations of the 

Financial Relations Commission, viz., to have all their properties rated on the same basis as 
private properties. The Government Assessor has been instructed to proceed at once with the 
valuation of Colombo properties on this basis and until this work is completed the valuation of 
properties in Government occupation for which they paid a contribution in lieu of rates remains 
.at Rs. 1,034,599.

Part II.—Improvements.
0. During the year all properties in Wellawatta Ward were identified, measured, new 

numbers allotted, and the valuations were revised. In addition to this, properties in Pettah, San 
Sebastian, and Kollupitiya were identified and new numbers allotted and parts of Pettah and San 
Sebastian were measured.

Record of Transactions registered with Registrar of Lands.
7. Under the arrangement with Government 4,396 notices of transactions were received 

■during the year and proved of great assistance in arriving at the capital values of properties.

Future Policy.
8. The work undertaken by this Department is ever increasing and it will be impossible 

to have the city revised by the end of this year. With the aid of the increased staff granted to me, 
however, I hope to complete the work more expeditiously than should have been possible with the 
limited staff at my disposal formerly.

Much work remains to be done. Placing the whole city on a proper basis of assessment 
has taken priority, but there are many legal problems affecting an assessing department which must 
be tackled soon. It. is impossible for any Assessor to deal with all problems affecting his duties at 
once and when the systematic assessment of the city is complete those and other problems 
must be faced.

Staff.
9. From January 1, 1926, a temporary staff of four Assessing Inspectors, four Clerks, four 

peoiis, and one Draughtsman was engaged for a period of two years. Otherwise the staff 
remains as formerly.

C. STEWART ORR,
Municipal Assessor.March 25, 1927.
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OFFICER OF 

annual report

HEALTH for. 1920. 
of the Public Health DepartmentTHE medical

forward the
REPORT OF
I HAVE 

for the year 1920.
the honour to

CONTENTS.

Part I.
STATISTICS.Vital XV.—Diphtheria.

XVI—Diarrhoea and Dysentery. 
XVII.—'Enteric Fever.

XVIII.—Continued Fever.
XIX —Tuberculosis.
XX.—Influenza.

XXI —Pneumonia.
XXII. -Dengue.

, V[I,—Principal Causes of Deaths.
I VIIL-Infant Mortality.1 IX.—Infectious Diseases (General)

Introductory Review.

• I.—-Meteorology.
II —Population.

Ill -Births
IV.—Deaths. (General.)
V—Ward Death-rates. 

VI.—Racial Death-rates-*

X.—Plague.
XL—Cholera.XU.—Smallpox and Vaccination.

XIII. —Cliicke 11 i k>x.
XIV. —Measles.

Part II.
Administration.

XXIX. —Aerated "Water Factories.
XXX. —Laundries.

XXXI. --Mosquito Prevention.
XXXII.—Disinfection and Cleansing.!

XXXIII.—Housing.
XXXIV.—Dispensaries.

Diagrams, Spot Maps, and Photographs.
Diagram VEIL—Phthisis and Pneumonia, 1903-m; 
Spot Map I.—Plague in 1926.
Spot Map II.—Enteric in 192(5.
Spot Map HI.—Phthisis in 1926.
Photograph 1.—18/19, Gintupitiva before Improvement 
Photograph II.—18/19. Gintupitiya after Improvement;

XXXV.—Child Welfare.
XXXV1.—Bacteriological Laboratory 

i XXXVII.—Analytical Work.
! XXXVIII.—Staff Changes.

XXIII.-Expenditure. 
XXIV—New Works. &c. 
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Introductory Review.
Health of the Population in 1926.—Although the year 192(5, as a whole, was an abnormally 

wet one. with an excess of no less than 18*70 inches of rain, it was an unusually satisfactory one as 
regards the state of the public health. Thus the death-rate from all causes amongst town residents 
(7.c., omitting the deaths of persons who actually came sick to the tow and died in the hospitals) 
was only 23*4 per 1,000, which is the lowest hitherto recorded. As regards the mortality in the 
hospitals amongst non-residents of the tow, it may be mentioned that, as the records kept in this 
office for the last 16 years show, this has for many years past been a steadily increasing factor in 
fallaciously keeping up the Colombo crude death-rate. Thus, during the five years 1911-1915^ 
there were, on the average, 546 deaths per annum in the hospitals of non-residents of the town, the 
exclusion of which reduced the crude death-rate during that period by an average of 2’4 per 1,000- 
per annum: whereas, in 1926, there were no fewer than 1,399 deaths in the town hospitals of 
residents of the town, the exclusion of which reduces the death-rate by 5*4 per 1,000. In some 
countries not only those who come sick io the towns, but all who have had less than three months 
residence in the towns prior to death

non-

excluded when calculating the death-rate. This is. 
however, not regarded as a justifiable or practicable correction here and is not adopted in the 
Colombo report. The steady increase in the number of deaths in the hospitals of non-residents o 
the town is a clear indication of the increasing use which is made of the hospitals by the genera 
population of the Island, and accounts for the frequent reports of overcrowding in the hospitals.

Not only the general death-rate, but also the infant mortality, of 204 per 1,000 bMb^ 
during 1926, is the lowest ever recorded in Colombo. So also the mortality from phthisis, of ~ *-• 
per 1,000, is the lowest on record, even after making due allowance for the deaths from this eau*e 
of town residents which occurred during the year in the Lunatic Asylum after its removal to An go ua.

Plague, with only 13 cases and 12 deaths during the year, is much the lowest recorded 
since that disease appeared in Ceylon in 1914. As explained later in this Report there is reason to 
believe that plague was eradicated from Colombo during the year, but was re-introduced from
abroad by infected fleas conveyed on board grain ships, thence to grain barges, and from there to 
the granaries and thence into the town.

Although smallpox was imported from India on two occasions during the 
cases, including three imported cases, occurred in the town.

No case of cholera occurred during the year.
The Diarrlioeal group of diseases, 

slightly decreased mortality.
Enteric fever, with the exception of one year, viz., 1914, showed the lowest prevalence

amongst town residents recorded in any year since notification of this disease was first enforced 
m 1903.

measles also showed a decline compared

V? la,irly Preva'(in*,i and although, in the main, oE a comparatively 
froip pneumonTa 1 COnsulerable £act01'in keeping up the death-rate, especially the mortality

are

ten onlyyear,

including diarrhoea, enteritis, and dysentery, showed a

Chicken pox 
with the previous was markedly less prevalent, and

year.

;

There was a recrudescence of dengue in 1926, after an interval of .about 20 years since th 
last and much more severe outbreak of 1906. This agrees with Sir Patrick Hanson’s observation 
that dengue tends to recur in epidemic or pandemic form once in 20 years.

L
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The remarkably low general death-rate of 8*8 per 1,000 in the Cinnamon Gardens Ward 
give some indication of what might theoretically be achieved in the town as a whole, provided that 
the whole population was equally highly educated and lived under similarly hygienic conditions 
to those who reside in the Cinnamon Gardens. This is of course a quite Utopian prospect, but it 
holds out encouragement for future sanitary endeavour.

As regards administration during the year 1026, it may be remarked briefly that the records 
of work done show increased activity in all the principal branches of the Department, especially in 
respect of enteric and plague prevention, inspection of dairies, bakeries, and eating-houses, 
improvement of insanitary dwellings, and the prosecution of child welfare work.

Special attention is invited to the very interesting and valuable report by Dr. L. F. Hirst, 
the Municipal Microbiologist.

As the writer retires within a few days, after 21 years and 8 months service as Medical 
Officer of Health of Colombo, this is the last of a series of 21 Administration Reports that he will 
be privileged to submit.

Part I.—Vital Statistics.
I.—Meteorology.

The year 1926, as a whole, was an abnormally wet one, with a total rainfall of 104*98 inches, 
as against the average for 19 years of 86*28 inches. This excess of 18*70 inches fell almost entirely 
during May, June, and July, v'.e., the south-west monsoon, 25*95 inches having fallen during May 
alone, as compared with the average for that month of 13*38 inches. Not only was the total rainfall 
excessive, but its chronological distribution was such that it greatly favoured the breeding of 
mosquitoes, which were in consequence unusually prevalent during the year.

(1) Statistics,
(Supplied by the Superintendent of the Colombo Observatory.) 

(h) Monthly Mean Temperature 
at Colombo Observatory 

during 1920.

09 Average Monthly Mean Pressure 
at Colombo Observatory (Cinnamon 

Gardens) reduced to Standard Gravity 
and Mean Sea Level.

Jo Years to 1920 inclusive.

(ti) Average Monthly Mean 
Temperature at Colombo Observatory 

(Cinnamon Gardens .
19 Years to 1920 inclusive.

Inches.
29*862
29*853
29*836
29*800
29*780
29*782
29*790
29*810
29*818
29*827
29*822
29*842
29*819

° F.°F.
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December .

Year

79*4
80*6
82*4
83*4
82*4
82*0
81*2
81*8
81*6
81*2
79*8
79*8
81*3

79*1
79*8
81*4
82*6
82*6
81*6
81*0
81*1
81*0
80*4

January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

Year
(O Average Monthly Rainfall 

at Colombo Observatory 
(Cinnamon Gardens).

19 Years to 1920 inclusive.

January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

Year
(d) Monthly Mean Pressure at 

Colombo Observatory during 1926 
(reduced to Standard Gravity and 

Mean Sea Level).

79*6
79*2
80*8

(/) Monthly Rainfall at Colombo 
Observatory (Cinnamon Gardens) and 

Colombo Fort during 1920. (Observatory 
Gauge 25 Feet and Fort 70 Feet above 

Mean Sea Level.)
Colombo Colombo 

Observatory.
Inches.

Fort. 
Inches.

2*51 ... 2*41 
0*14 ... 0*11 
5*74 ... 6*14 
2*53 ... 6*07 

... 25*95 ... 19*27 

... 13*25 ... 11*34 

... 11*86 ... 12*66 

... 5*31 ... 4*60 
9*43 ... 6*91 

... 12*42 .
10*23 ... 7*51 

5*61 ... 2*98

Inches.
3*45 
1*97 

* 4*72 
7*99 

13*38 
8*25 
6*71 
3*25 
6*38 

13*09 
11*71 

5*38 
86*28
(It) Monthly Mean Humidity 

at Colombo Observatory during 1926.

Inches.
29*870
29*860
29*851
29*819
29*776
29*787
29*770
29*804
29*790
29*788
29*812
•29*802
29*811

January 
February .
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September.
October 
November .
December .

Year ...104*98 ... 85*43

January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
J une 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

Year

January 
February 
March 

• April 
May 
June 
July 

’ August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

Year

5*43

Qf) Average Monthly Mean Humidity at 
Colombo Observatory (Cinnamon Gardens). 

18 Years to 1926 inclusive
Per Cent.Per Cent.

76January
February
March
April
May
Jude
July
August
September
October
November
December

Year

77January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Year

76• 76
7978
8080
8281
8481
8481
8280
8280
8282
8282
7879
8180
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Population nwmdiTO to tlie Ccn!iUS

244,103 
2.830 

14,803 
114,000 

. 54,153 
39,092 

5,852 
12,107

and Estimated Population. 1926.
Census of 1921.)

Estimated Population.
2,852 
8,000 

12,180 
24,808 
48,959 
24,751
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roptXSfto
258,907

3,007
15,701

121,520
57.423
42.089

0,205
12,902

Race.

All Races * •• 
Europeans 
Burgliers 
Sinhalese 
Tamils
Moors 
Malays 
Others

(3) Area
(Estimate based on

Total Area in Acres.
Density per Acre. 

12*0 
02*5 

100*7 
158*0 

28*5 
85*G

Ward. 237Fort ,
Pettali
San Sebastian ...
St. Paul’s
Kotahena and Mutwal 
New Bazaar 
Maradana North, South, and 

Dematagoda ...
Slave Island 
Kollupitiya and Cinnamon 

Gardens 
Bambalapitiya, 

yaya, and Wellawatta 
The Lake

129
121
157

1,710 •
289

34*461,002
22,800

25,180

1,773 7.1*0322
17*21,405

Timbirigas- 13*728,2372,061• • ;
317

30*2258,9078,587Total .

III.—Births. !

average of 97‘8 per 1,000. With the exception of the abnormally high post-wai late ol . j

r-tSKStSaSSK reliable 1„ Colombo
asssficaused bv the war the number of births recorded is probably even more reliable than the mrtn-ui ■ 
because the birth-rate is calculated on what was at that time an abnormally fluctuating populatio •
For these reasons Diagram which shows the number of births registered during each ot the- 
years 1907-1920, is of special interest. This diagram shows that prior to the war the number o 
births recorded each year tended more or less regularly to he alternately high and low, the resultan 
curves being roughly represented hy the pre-war maxima and minima curves (a) and (o). Following 
the outbreak of war there was a very marked reduction in the number of births recorded 111 
Colombo, the loss of infant population thereby sustained being indicated by the dotted columns 
during the years 1915-1919. Following the cessation of war, however, there was a remarkable 
recovery during the two yearn 1920-1921, when a considerable part of the loss of births sustained 
during the war was regained, as indicated by the dotted portions of the columns representing the 
births recorded during these two years.

A certain proportion of the loss of births recorded in Colombo during the war period was 
without doubt clue, not to cessation of marital unions, but to migration of prospective mothers from 
the town to the country districts. This appears to have occurred especially in 1917, for during that 
year there was, as the Registrar-General’s records show, a very marked increase of births compared 
with the previous two and the subsequent two years in the Colombo District and in the Western 
Pro\ince generally, whereas in Colombo town the number of births recorded was markedly low* 
This was, however, a temporary phase, for in the years 1918 and 1919 the births recorded were lour* 
not only in the town, hut also in the Colombo District and Province. As regards the sudden 
increase of births m 1J17 in the adjacent country districts, Mr. L.J.B. Turner, C.C.S., the Director of 
Statistics, suwiests that the plumbago hoom in 1910 may, by increasing prosperity, have had some 
influence, from the above data it may be inferred that the reduction in the number of births 
during the vvar period is in the main, an indication of the social disturbance and economic
l9KTl9n1ltSSo»me?VTian,tl thal °" tUe other eemmU-tlile recovery in

W. nu .1 emplosm.il,

i
i
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The experience ol! Colombo thus bears out in a very striking manner the truth of Dr. Farr’s 
dictum that the marriage-rate (assuming that all marital unions are registered) is the “barometer of 
national prosperity.”

Such remarkable reproduction as was experienced in 1921 could not be expected to 
continue, and it is, therefore, not surprising to find that the births recorded during the succeeding 
three years, 1922-1924, failed to come up even to the pre-war standard. The records for the years 
192;> and 1926 show, however, that matters have in this respect now practically returned to the 
pre-war normal. One may, therefore, conclude that Colombo during the year under review had 
regained the prosperous position which it held prior to the war. This conclusion is indeed 
strikingly confirmed by inquiries in other directions, e.y., the records of the Post Office Savings 
Bank, which, according to the figures kindly supplied by Mr. Lovett, the Controller of the Bank, 
surpassed in 1926 all previous records in the matter of the number of accounts opened, the amount 
of deposits, and the amount to credit of depositors.

(4) Racial Birth-rates, 1020.
Average Rate 

per 1.000 Population.
1916 to 1926.

27*8 
27*0 
35*0 
347 
16*5 
23*3 
43*4 
10*6

(5) Ward Birth-rates, 1920.
Average Rate per 1,000 

Population, 1916 to 1925.

27\S

• Birth-rate
• per l ,000 Popu­

lation, 1926.
31*3 
28'9 
35’9 
39*8 
18*5 
26'8 
45*9 
117

Births.
1926.

8.114

Race.

All Races
Europeans
Burghers
Sinhalese
Tamils
Moors
Malays
Others

87
.566

4,838
1,060
1,127

285
151

Birth-rate per 1,000 
Population, 1926.

31'3

Ward. Births, 1926.

8,114Colombo Town 
Fort 
Pet-tali
San Sebastian 
St. Paul’s 
Kotahena 
Mutwal 
New Bazaar 
Maradana North 
Maradana South 
Dcmatagoda 
Slave Island 
Kollupitiya 
Cinnamon Gardens 
Bambalapitiya ... 
Timbirigasyaya 
Wellawatta 
Hospitals

0722*0
3*02437

22*8
19*6
20*0
28*6
26*2
25*3
14*8
257
24*4
I6'0

278
487

19*9
18*5

5841 i
247 1J 567

64923*0
577
29120*6
476
55824*9
243! 177 7*070

17'8180
39*9
25*4

26619*3
291

2,571
the Year 1926, by Race.

No. of 
Stillbirths.

(6) Stillbirths in Colombo dv/riny
Rate per 1,000 Births 

(Live and Still.)
69*9
22*5

Race.

All Races 
Europeans 
Burghers 
Sinhalese 
Tamils ... 
Moors 
Malays ... 
Others

610
9

34720
75’0392
74*2
67*1

85
81

65*620
62*110

1926, by Ward.
Statement Showing the Number of Stillbirths, by Ward, and the 

Rates per 1,000 Total Births (Live and Still).
Rate per 1,000 

_ of Total Births Stillbirths. (Live and still).
69*9 Maradana Soutli

Dematagoda 
Slave Island 
Kollupitiya 
Cinnamon Gardens ...
Bambalapitiya 
Timbirigasyaya 

76*8 Wellawatta
15*4 Hospitals...

IV.—-Deaths.
The classification of causes of deaths given in tiiis and previous 
of the international list as amended to suit local conditions, and adopted by the liegistrar-

(7) Stillbirths during the i’ear

Rate per 1,000 
of Total Births 
(Live and Still.)

45*9
34*5

.57*4
47*1

No. of 
Stillbirths.No. of Ward.Ward.

14610Colombo Town 
Fort 
Pettah
San Sebastian 
St. Paul’s 
Kotahena 
Mutwal ... 
New Bazaar 
Maradana North

17
34
1257*6

84*6
42*6
47*1

17 41*1345 32*3626 32*7928 30*0954 112*83279

reports is the second
revision 
General of Ceylon.
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' It was hoped that it might be possible, as suggested by the Coloiiial Aclvisory Jfefli

Sanitary Committee, to introduce the third revision m the l.U> Rcpoit b H the Registrai,.Q^ 
who supplies the crude death statistics, and whose forms of classification are used in tjlp A 
Health Department with a view of preserving uniformity, has intimated that it will not be 
to introduce the third revision until the 1927 Report is prepared, tor the reason that the talm?^
for 1926 are already completed. a^on

50 an

i

General Death-rate.
;,46fi Mils (inotaliM l.*']"11”^°J “"'“li™mre°tta”5W fcra'Veltta

population, was 28*8 per +0001 ‘in trerV^vvit*>5*7 in 1925. This is the lowest corrected del? 
non-residents was 23 i per U U cob‘n.~(c) indicates, the rise in general mortality CilS

bfilie pandemic^f'i 11 duenna in 10M « subsequently ?h°'v»
siims of abating during the last three years. As Diagiam HI. sho\\.. hole’s ei, influenza is still 
fairly prevalent amongst the population, and exercises a considerablein peeping up 
general death-rate, especially as regards the mortality from pneumonia, v,hich is still far above the 
level at which it stood before influenza appeared. (See Diagram Mil. \o).)

residents

V.—Ward Death-rates.
When the deaths of 1,165 town residents, which occurred in and were registered against 

the hospitals, are allotted to their respective wards of residence, it is found ( vide Statement 8) that 
the sanitary divisions with the highest death-rates from all causes and at all ages were Mutwal 
(30*8), Deniatagoda (30*2), Slave Island (20*6), Maradana North (26*0), Timbirigasyaya (25*6), New 
Bazaar and St. Paul’s (each 24*5). Exclusive of the non-residential wards of Pettah and Fort, the 
wards with the lowest death-rates were Cinnamon Gardens (8*8), Bambalapitiya (13*8), Kollupitiya 
(15*2), Maradana South (17*3). Kotahena (18*3), San Sebastian and Wellawatta (each 10*4).

(8) Colombo Town Ward Death-rates for the Year 1926.
Death-rate Increase or 
corrected Decrease in 

for Deaths 1926,ascom- 
in Colombo pared with 
Hospitals, previous Year 
previous (corrected 

Year. Death-rates.)
. 25*7

Death-rate 
corrected 

for Deaths 
in Colombo 
Hospitals, 

1926.

Average
Crude No. Crude

Death-rate, of Deaths. Death-rate. 
1926.

Ward.
1916 to 1926.

1925.

Colombo Town
Fort
Pettah
San Sebastian
St. Paul’s
Kotaliena
Mutwal
New Bazaar
Maradana North
Maradana South
Dematagoda
Slave Island
Kollupitiya
Cinnamon Gardens
Bambalapitiya
Timbirigasyaya
Wellawatta
Hospitals

31*4 7.466 . 
33 . 
43 . 

195 .

-2*3
+5*2
-4*8
-2*3
-4*5
-2*0
-1*7
-8*7
+1*4
-2*0
+3*3

28*8 ..
11*6 ..

23*4 .. 
13*711*6 . 8*5

9*2 5*3 10*5 15*3
21*7
29*0
20*3
32*5
33*2
24*6
19*3
26*9
24*5
17*9

. 22*4

. 25*4
16*0 . 19*4 . 

24*5 . 
18*3 . 
30*8 . 
24*5 . 
26*0 .

499 20*1

:} 23':> ( 436 15*0
544 . 

'497 . 
478 . 
268 . 
421 .

27*5
20*126*3
20*9 .20*2 13*6 17*3
22*7 ... 
21*8 ... 
11*4 ... 

7*7 ...

30*2 . 
26*6 . 
15*2 .

25*7 498 +2*1
}18-5 { 173 -2*7

77 .
. 100 .
. 128 .
. 161 .
• 2,915 .

-1*68*8 10*4
9*9 -0*9.13*8 14*712*2 19*2 ... -1*425*6 . 

19*4 .
27*0
21*014*0 -1*6

Note.—.1) The Colombo crude death-rate includes 1,399 deaths of non-residents in Colombo hospital® * 
the Ward crude death-rates exclude 1,165 deaths of town residents in hospital.

(2) The corrected death-rate for Mutwal Ward is obtained by (a) allocating to Mutwal oU1e 
deaths of Mutwal residents in hospital and (//) deduction of deaths of vagrants in the 
for Vagrants’ and House of Detention, which institutions are in Mutwal Ward.

!VI.—Racial Death-rates.

the births and deaths registered and the death-rates f°r 

(9) Racial Death-rales.

■

■The
each race- following statements show

Increase or Death-rate . jateDeath-rate Decrease of Decrease due corrected f^ffrer Average ~ . corrected for Crude Death- to correction for Deaths £u _ted
Crude jv ^ f Deaths of rate, 1926, for Deaths of of Colombo corr .,e

D«ath-rate, ’Non-residents when com-Non-residents Residents in f°* £
1916 to 1925. “ in Colombo pared with in Colombo Hospitals P"13 •v.Qtioa*

Hospitals. Average Crude Hospitals. outside Distn 
Death-rate Colombo.

23*4 ... -2*6 .
14*0 ... +1*9 .
17*6 ... -4*4 .
25*9 ... -0*6 .
20*8 ... — 5*0 .
25*6 ... -4*4 .
35*5 ... —2*2 .
18*3 ... -2*9 .

ltace.

All Races 
Europeans

31*4 .

Burghers ... 23*7 . 
Sinhalese 
Tamils 
Mohrs 
Malays 
Others

7,466 . 28*8
61 20*3 ... 

19*3 ... 
34*7 
23*0 ... 
25*8 ... 
35*6 . 
20*5

•r>*4 . 27*723*7304 6*335*3 . 
28*0 . 
30*2 . 
37*8 . 
23*4 .

4,214 1*71,318 ♦ • •
8*81,084 2*2221 0*2264 ... i0*1I

. 2*2
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PAPERS, 1927. 

of Deaths.
SESSIONALCEYLON

VII.—Principal Causes
Pneumonia,« SfffcKS,

E’n£^”^hirJSK»P»veS>«. m «te « «*»* *» » W «-hifc >•
was responsible for only 8 deaths, as against 62 in the pievious yeai. Influenza show/^ 
increased mortality with *307 deaths, as against 269 in 1925. The malarial deaths occurred, Sof 
as could be ascertained, entirely in persons infected outside the town. I he increase in the numj^
of deaths from rabies is noteworthy. v

(10) Principal Carnes of Deaths during the Year 1926.

Cause of Death.
^Pulmonary Tuberculosis ...
Acute Miliary Tuberculosis..
Tuberculous Meningitis 
Abdominal Tuberculosis 
Tuberculosis of the Spine ...
Tuberculous Glands 
Tubercular Sinus 
Tuberculosis of other Organs 
Disseminated Tuberculosis...
Pneumonia (and Broncho-Pneumonia) 926 
Bronchitis 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis

* 52

No. of Deaths
588*)

2
3

LX
3 } 627 Tuberculous Diseases.
9
2
7
2J

226

! 5”1 788 Total Diarrhceal.
Dysentery 

9Enteric Fever ..
Pyrexia 
Malaria
Malarial Cachexia 

*Plague 
Debility 
Influenza
Convulsions (under one year)

. Convulsions (one year and over)

* Those marked -with an asterisk are notifiable infectious diseases.

(11) Certain Minor Causes of Deaths, 1926.
No. of Deaths,

.162
65
98)
15J
8

113 Total Malaria

106
307

1567 Total420
Convulsions.147

Cause of Death.
Anchylostomiasis 
Intestinal Parasites ... 
Paralysis ...
Rickets 
Cancer 
Tetanus ...

Cause of Death.
^Measles 
^Diphtheria 
Whooping'Cough 
Rabies 

" Smallpox 
^Cholera

No. of Deaths.
147 4157 8 "139 667 10100 191

* Those marked with an asterisk

registered in
notifiable infectious diseases.are

(12) Causes of Deaths Colombo during the Year
Nationality.

--------------------------------- -A.___________

1926.
a

& 2 i c3oCauses of Deaths. § 3£ ~ 4fc ta 33£ i s? sa go s oO .ZaAll Causes.
I—General Diseases:—

1. —Epidemic Diseases ... ... S32 ...
2. —Septic Diseases ... ... 59 ...
3. —1Tuberculous Diseases ... 62G ...
4. —Venereal Diseases ... ... 16 ...
5. —Cancer or Malignant Diseases ... 100 ...
6. —Other General Diseases * ... 278 ...

11.—Diseases of the Nervous System and
Organs of Special Sense ... 842 ...

UL—Diseases of the Circulatory System ... 283 ...
IV.—Diseases of the Respiratory System ... 1,211 ...
V.—Diseases of the Digestive System ... 1,114 ...

VI.—Non-venereal Diseases of the Genito- 
TJrina rysystem and Annexa

VII. —The Puerperal State
VIII. —Diseases of the Skin and of the Cellular

Tissue
IX.—Diseases of the Bones and 

of Locomotion 
X.—Malformations 

XI.—Diseases of Early Infancy 
XII.—Old A""

XIII.

H 3 o• •• 7,466 ... 61 ... 304 . " 4,214 — L318 ... 1,084 ... 221 ... 261

435 ...
_ 32
22 ... 382 ...

29 ...
, 67 ...
15 ... U4 ...

4 ... 29 ... 
5 ... 186 ...

12 ...
106 ...

127 ... K ... 372
6 ... 22

80 ... 17
o ... 3
5 ... —

36 ... 15 ... S

171 ... 6 ... 22 .. 7 ... 17 ... 
69 ...

22 ...

3 ... ■ 40 ... 121 - *8 ... 125
47 ...
39 ...

129 ... 
42 ... 

209 ••• 603 ... 219 ...

18G ... 
24 ... 

166 ... 
129 ...

7 ... 
9 ...

35 ... 2S •
12 ... 5
34 ... 76
21 ... 34

680 ...9 ...

271 ... 
201 ...

9 ... 13 ... 
13 ...

145 ... 
135 ...

42 ... 
19 ...

1 ... 43 ... 
28 ...

8 ... U
I ... 197 ...

of the Organs 4 ... 67 ... 15 ... 7 ... 1 ... 3• ••
5 ... —

3 ...8 ... 2 ...
1 ...

1 ... 1 ... 4 ...••• 532 ...
512 ...

re 1 ...20 ...
16 ...—Affections produced by External Causes

1. —Suicide
2. —Homicide

„ 3.—Judicial Hanging or Execution
4.—Accident and other External Violence 

—Ill-defined Diseases

307 ... 
277 ...

109 ... 
64 ...

•;2 ... 70 ... 
120 ...

14 ... 12 
26 ... 713 ... 

18 ... 
21 ... 

148 ... 
- 299 ...

1 ... 4 ... 3 ...j 2 ... 1 ...
2 ...

216XIV. 1 ...20 ... 
83 ... 

176 ...
3 ... 4 ... 133 ... 

16 ...
4 ... 15 ...

44 ... 15 ... 7
7 ... 91 ...

i
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MUNICIPALITY OF COLOMBO. oH

(12) Gavjses of Deaths, &c.—contd.

Nationality
a

$ «u
■t2a

a© —Causes of Deaths. I £a>
23 * IJeo 2g§.5ro s5 5ca T*73

I.—Gb.\ KIIA L D IS BAS ES

1.—Enteric Fever 
•2.—Typhus Fever 
3.—Relapsing1 Fever 

Malaria
Malarial Cachexia 

((a) Vaccinated
5.—Smallpox -! (b) Not Vaccinated 

1(c) Doubtful

162 ... 13 ...8 ...2 ... 123 ... o ... 1 ... IO

4-{» 98 ... 
15 ...

12 ... 
2 ...

27 ...5 ... 
2 ...

50 ... 22 ...
25 ... 3 1 ...

1 ... 1 ...
6. —Measles
7. —Scarlet Fever
8. —Whooping Cough 

(« ) Diphtheria
9. — (}>) Membranous Laryngitis 

(c) Croup
■{ 10 —Influenza

11. —Miliary Fever
12. —Asiatic Cholera
13. —Cholera Nostras

((«) A racebic Dysentery
14. — ■] (h) Bacillary Dysentery 

(c) Dysentery (type not distinguished)

4 ... 4 ...

:< <i ... 3 ... ] ...1 ...* 8 ... 7 ...|

307 ... 32 ... 7 ... 131 ... S ... 109 ... 8/ ...5

1(5 ... 
15 ... 

182 ...

1l ... 10 ... 
11 ... 

104 ...

2 ... 2 ...
21 ...

21 ... 
2 ...

1 ... 549 ... 
2 ...

2 ...i
15.—Plague 
10.—Yellow Fever 
17.—Leprosy 
IS.—Erysipelas 

((a) Mumps
19.—< (5) Varicella (Chickenpox)

1(c) Other Epidemic Diseases
(a) Pyiemia
(b) Septicaemia 
(<*) Vaccinia

y' 21.—Glanders 
22.—Anthrax
23—Rabies. Hydrophobia ...
24. —Tetanus
25. —Mycoses
26. —Pellagra
27. —Beri-Beri
f ,,g__((«) Acute Pulmonary Tuberculosis ...

2 “ t (if) Chronic Pulmonary Tuberculosis...
* 29.—Acute Miliary Tuberculosis

30. —Tuberculous Meningitis
31. —Abdominal Tuberculosis

^ 32.—Tuberculosis of the Spine
1 33.—Tuberculosis of Joints
2 34.—Tuberculosis of other Organs (Lym­

ph atism excepted) ...
^ 35.—Disseminated Tuberculosis

36. —Rickets
37. —Syphilis
37«.-Parangi (Frambcesia Tropicum, Yaws)...
38. —Gonococcus Infection ...

>; '39.—Cancer and other malignant Tumours of 
^ the Buccal Cavity
| 40.—Cancer and other malignant Tumours of

the Stomach, Liver ...
-si 41 .—Cancer and other malignant Tumours of 

the Peritoneum, Intestines, Rectum ...
42. —Cancer and other malignant Tumours of 

the Female Genital Organs
43. —Cancer and other malignant Tumours of 

the Breast
44. —Cancer and other malignant Tumours of 

the Skin
45. —Cancer and other malignant Tumours of 

. other Organs or of Organs not specified
46. —Other Tumours (Tumours of the Female 

Genital Organs excepted)
47. —Acute Rheumatic Fever 

(«) Rheumatoid Arthritis 
(if) Osteo-Arthritis ...
(c) Chronic Rheumatism 
(<i) Gout

19.—Scurvy
50. —Diabetes (Mellitus)
51. —Exophthalmic Goitre ...
52. —Addison’s Disease 

(</) Leueocytluemia. ...
(A) Lymphadenoma ...
(a) Anaemia
(b) Chlorosis 

Aw) Diabetes Insipidus 
1(6) Purpura 
J (o) Ilaemophildiu 
V(d) Other General Diseases

8 ... I3 ...

1 ... 1 ...
1 ...9 ... 2 ... 5 ... 1 ...

(.
16 ... 

53 ...
I ... 
5 ...

4 ... 
28 ... l2 ... 12 ...5 ...

10 ... 
91 ...

I ... 9 ...
11 ... 2 ... 232 ...4 ... 40 ...

7 ... 2 ... 
96 ... 

I ...

5 ... 
353 ... 1579 ... 17 ...580 ... 

2 ... 
3 ... 

11 ...

IS ...2 ...
I ...

2 ... 
1 ...

I ...
17 ... 

1 ...
2 ... 
2 ...3 ...

15 ... 11 ...
2 ... 

10 ...
6 ...

1 ...18 ... 
2 ... 

67 ... 
46 ...

10 ... 12 ... 
5 ...

129 ... 
29 ...

2 ... 
1 ... 23 ...

12 ...32 ... 2 ... 23 ... 4 ...*
3 ...20 ... 10 ... 4 ... 2 ...1

1 ...2 ...•I ... 1I
10 ...13 ... 3 ...

$ 1 ...5 ...6 ...

8 1 ... *..
a 2 ... 5 ... I16 ...21 ...

2 ... 1 ... 112 ...16 ...

18— 2 ...1 ...5 ...8 ...

14 ... 37 ... 12 ... 5 ...60 ...

I ...I ...53.—
2 ... 6 ...1 ... 11 ... 2 ...25 ...54.—

55.—

f
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—contd.
CEYLON SESSIONAL

(12) Causes of Deaths, tOc.
54

Nationality.

o

£
O

iH Ci i ■i.5 io
£t%&S ICauses of Deaths. I= noo £I rH ss5 oo V.a

?,6Alcholism (acute or chronic) 
r>7.—Chronic Lead Poisoning 
*VS.—Other Chronic Poisonings (occupational) ... 
5j».—Other Chronic Poisonings (non-occu-

pational)
II.—Diseases of the Nervous System and 

of Organs of'Special Sense.

60. —Encephalitis
i (a) Simple Meningitis 

—) (J) Cerebro-Spinal Fever
((e) Septic Meningitis from various causes

62. —Locomotor Ataxia
63. —Other Diseases of the Spinal Cord
61. —Cerebral Hemorrhage, Apoplexy
65. —Softening of the Brain
66. —Paralysis without specified cause 
(57.—General Paralysis of the Insane 
68.—Other forms of mental alienation 
60.—Epilepsy
70. —Convulsions (non-puerperal)
71. —Convulsions of Infants
72. —Chorea
73. —Neuralgia and Neuritis
71.—Other Diseases of the Nervous System 
75.—Diseases of the Eyes and their Annexa 
7j.__| (</) Mastoid Disease

1 (5) Other Diseases of the Ears
III.—Diseases of the Circulatory System. 

77.—Pericarditis
7Q __i (tf) Simple Acute Endocarditis 

l (5) Infective Endocarditis 
((«■) Myocarditis 

70.—j (b) Valvular Disease
V(c) Other Organic Diseases of the Heart ...

80. —Angina Pectoris
f («) Aneurism

81, —s(&) Atheroma, Arteriosclerosis 
((<0 Other Diseases of the Arteries 
((a) Cerebral Embolism and Thrombosis

—j (£) Embolism and Thrombosis other 
l than Cerebral

1 ...2 15
1 1232 220

1161. 1

6 28
137 4370 375

32G ... 71 22 3139 5

11
15S 1 1

7S 24 ... 27
73 ... 109

7147 5 6
19514•120 22 7

2 l 1

2 1 1
11

3 1 ... 1 l

7 ... 
3 ... 
1 ...

5 ... I ...
1 ... 2

1
16 ... 
37 ...

1... 1«... 9 ...
o . •. 14... S 
3 ... 41.,. 19

2 2 1
2 3 ... 

12 ...
3 287 1 5 37 ...

5 ...
6 ...

1 2 2 2 ...
1 ... 3 ... 1 ...

2 ... 12 1 ...
10 ... 7 ... 2 ...82. 1 ...
23 ... 1 ... 20 ...

1 ... 2 ...
(") Phlebitis
(b) Varicose Veins 
(•') Haemorrhoids 
(<?) Other Diseases of the Veins 
nl iPn1phafc?3m’ Status Lymphaticns*. 
(&) Elephantiasis Arabum (Filariasis).
(c) Other Diseases of the Lymphatic 

System
i any part
of the Circulatory

1 ... 1 ...( 4 ...
1 ...S3 —

3 1 ... 1 1 ..

{ 2 ... 
2 ...

281.—
1 ...

3 ...ffrt) Haemorrhage from 
| (4) Other Diseases < 
v System

2 ... 1 ...11 ...85.— 1 ... G ... 3 ... 1 ...
6 ... 1 ...lV*~-DlSEASKS of 2 ... 3 ...the Respiratory System.

8G.—Diseases of the Nose
(•(«) Laryngismus Stridulus

87.— J (b) All forms
1 ...

1 ...,, «herit.ioexoepted)W,Igiti9 ^ 
xs TV 0ther Piscases of Larynx

.—\ (") Chronic Bronchitis ... 
tv") Bronchiectasis 

’ 1 ■““Rroncho-Pneumonia 
92.—Pneumonia*
03.—Empyema 
«. p ?) Other Pleurisv

V.—Diseases

1 ... 1 ...
1 ...

1 ...3
3120 ...

100 ...
2 ... io00 66 15 - 18

24 ... 15
411 .3 ... 56 ... 

3 ... 
••• 260 ... 

21 ...

3 ... 11418 ... — 
508 ...

5 ... — 
9 ...

64 ... 62 ... 
55 ...

12 ... »■
7 ... 6p

6 ... 263 ... 96
3 ... 1 ... 1
5 ...1 ... 1 ... 2 1• ••

5 ... — 
17 ... — 15 ...

2 8 ... 4 ... 12• ••
• ••

13 ...
. D. —Festive system. 

f(«) Diseases of the Teeth 
Sepsis)

7 ... 4 ... 1 ... 1 ...
and Gums ( Oral

00.

11• ••
2 1 1ioo:

2
2101

2
1 13 ... _
2 ... __

I ...

i
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MUNICIPALITY OF COLOMBO. 

(12) Causes of Deaths, t£c.—contd.

55

Nationality.
s
o
H

2 8js 3 o 9Q2 aCauses of Deaths. D. w2a £Sfoo jdoa.5o 33 £ 2 2o a </2 <•00 Gastritis, Gastric Catarrh 
503. ■ (i) Other Diseases of the Stomach (Cancer 

, excepted)
00 "Epidemic Diarrhoea ...
(ft) Diarrhoea Infantile, Diarrhoea clue to 

food
10-1 (c) Diarrhoea undefined ...

& ■{ 00 Enteritis 
105. (c) Gastro-enteritis

(/') Colic
0/) Intestinal Ulceration, Colitis 

((A) Duodenal Ulcer 
10(5.—A nchylostoiniasis 
107.—Intestinal Parasites 
10S.—Appendicitis and Typhlitis 
ion iC«) Hernia

* 1(£) Intestinal Obstruction 
f («) Psilosis (Sprue or Ceylon Sore-mouth) 
X (b) Other Diseases of the Intestine

111. —Acute Yellow Atrophy of the Liver
112. —Hydatid Tumour of the Liver

(a) Cirrhosis of the Liver (Alcoholic)
(b) Cirrhosis of the Liver (Toxic)

111.—Gallstones
115.—Other Diseases of the Liver 
J 1(5.—Diseases of the Spleen 
117.—Peritonitis (cause unknown)
1 IS.—Other Diseases of the Digestive System 

(Cancer and Tuberculosis excepted)
VI.—Non-Venereal Diseases of the Genito­

urinary System AND ANNEXA
119. —Acute Nephritis
120. —Bright’s Disease
121. —Chyluria
122. —Other Diseases of the Kidneys and Aunexa .
123. —Urinary Calculi
124. —Diseases of the Bladder
125. —Diseases of the Urethra, Urinary Abscess, &c.
126. —Diseases of the Prostate ...
127. —Diseases of the Male Genital Organs (non-

venereal)
12S.—Uterine Hmmorrhage (noil-puerperal)
129. —Uterine Tumour (lion-cancerous)
130. —Other Diseases of the Uterus
131. —Cysts and other Tumours of the Ovary 
.132.—Salpingitis and other Diseases of the Female

Genital Organs
133.—Xon-puerperal Diseases of the Breast (Cancer 

excepted)
VII.—The Puerperal State.

(a) Abortion, Miscarriage
(b) Ante-partum Haemorrhage
(c) Ectopic Gestation 

, Id) Other Accidents of Pregnancy
135. —Puerperal Haemorrhage ...
136. —Other Accidents of Childbirth
137. —Puerperal Septicaemia 

f («) Puerperal Albuminuria, Nephritis, &c.
' \. (5) Puerperal Eclampsia ...

Puerperal Phlegmasia, Alba Dolens 
X (J) Puerperal Embolism, Sudden Death, See. 
((«) Puerperal Insanity ...

110. -j(i) Consequences of Childbirth (not 
( otherwise defined) ...

111. —Puerperal Diseases of the Breast
VIII.—Diseases of the Skin and of the 

Cellular Tissue.

16 ... 7 ... 1 ... 4 ... 1 ... 3

2 ... 1 ... 1 ...

24 ... 
95 ... 

194 ...

37 ... 
173 ...

2 ... 
9 ...

5 ... 5 ...
50 ... 14 ... 2

1
3

310 47 •II 8 ... 10 
2 ... 1

91
29 S53 101 2

11 ... 3 ..
1 ... —

96 ... 36 ... 9 ...
25 ... 25 ...

2 ... 2 ...
4 ... 2 ... 6 ...

2 ... 
I ... 2 ...

15 1
12

147 1 11
2 ... 99157 3 ... 3

1 ...13 5 ...1 2
12
12 ... —

S ... 3
13 ... 1

11 ... 7 ...
2 ...110. 4 ... 8...

2 1 1 ...
1 1

{ 1 ... 1 ... 
1 ... 3 ... 23 ...

2113. 1 ...33 5

1 ... I9 136 222

47 ... 5 ...39 ... 1 ... 22 ...

3 ... 1 ...1 ... 3 ... 5 ...13 ...

22 ... 
6 ...

32 ... 7 ... 8158 ... 
25 ...

79 ...I ... 6 ...
2 ... 4 1 ... I10 ...1 ...

154 ... 3 2441

9 1 113 1
3S ... 

4 ...
5
4 ...

2 ... 1 ...1 ... 37 ...
11

33
4 ...4 ...

1 ...3 ...4 ...

1 ... 1 ...3 ...
134. I1

9 1 ...11
18 ... 1515

33
11 ... 13 37098 1

13S 3 1 ... 1 ...6 ...

139. 1 ...1 ...2 ...
3 ... 1 ... 2 ...

4 ... 3S ... 6 ... 10 159 ...

e,

6 ... 3 ... 1 ...
1 ...

26 ... 
5 ...

36 ...142.—Gangrene
/(«■) Carbuncle 

* \ (i) Furuncle (Boil)
144 -f ^ Phlegmon

' X (5) Acute Abscess. Abscess unqualified 
'(«■) Ulcer, Bedsore 
(&) Eczema 

115. ■ (f.*) Pemphigus
(d) Other Diseases of the Integumentary 

System (Elephantiasis A rabum excepted.)
IX.—Diseases of the Bones and of the 

Organs of Locomotion.
146. —Diseases of the Bones (Tuberculosis and

Mastoid Disease excepted)
147. —Diseases of the Joints (Tuberculosis aud

Rheumatism excepted)...
148. —Amputations
149. — Other Diseases of the Organs of Locomotion

17 ...
143

1 ... b ... 1 ... 3 ...
1 ... 12 ... 2 ...

11 ... 
15 ...

1 ... 1 ...2 ...

2*2 ... I ...17 ... 4 ...26 ...

2 ...2 ... —

2 ...1 ...3 ...

4
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1927.PAPKR&SESSIONAL
Number of Infant Deaths and Rate per foot) B/rf./

CEYLON 

(16) Infant Mortality by Rare, 1926.
58

Increase 
or Decrease of 

1926
compared 
with 

Previous Year

Rate per 
1,000 Births 

previous Year.
Rate per 

1,000 Births. 
1926.

No. of
Infant Deaths. 

1926.
when

220 162011,658 m + 16All Races
Europeans
Burghers
Sinhalese
Tamils
Moors
Malays
Others

464
.132 812470 201 ~ 12

- 43
- 51 
+109 
+ 66

189913
309266282

283 302251
13023968
18625238•..

Rate per 1,000 Births.(17) Infant Mortality, 1926, by Wards.

Infant Mortality Rates. *

Increase or Decrease 
of 1926 rate when 

compared with 1925.
. - 16

Average, 
1916 to 1925. 1925. 1926.Ward.

246Colombo Town...
Fort
Pettali
San Sebastian ...
St. Paul’s
Kotahcna
Mutwal
New Bazaar
Maradana North
Maradana South
Dematagoda
Slave Island
Kollupitiya
Cinnamon Gardens
Bambalapitiya ...
Timbirigasyaya
Wellawatta
Hospitals

220 204
220
338 316 167 -149
331 272 259

267
224
257
245

13
404 353 - 86 

- 81 
+ 5 
- 68
- 24 
+ 22 
+ 23 
+ 45
- 46 
+ 32
- 54
- 55
- 68 
+ 9

f 305263 1 252
356 313

f 274 250
284 225 2471 231 254

262
198
‘>9Q

276 217
[soi { 244

197
176 122192 209 154
209 141145 132 141

(18) Infant Mortality, by Race, luring
the Year 1926. Rate per 1,000

Moors.
251

Births.
All Races. Europeans. Burghers. Sinhalese.All Causes 

Premature Birth
Tamils.

189 ... 266. 
21*9 ...
37*8 ...

3*9 ...
24*2 ...

• 25*8... 21*7
24*7 ... 40*3... 69

1*0 ...
33*9 ... 51

.. 204

.. 19*0 
Atrophy and Debility 43 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Diarrhoeal Diseases ... 
Convulsions 
Tetanus 
All Other

Malays. Others.
. 239 ... 252 
. 17*5 ... 26*5
: 28*1... 53*0
. 28*1 ... 6*6
. 24*6... 53*0
. 14*0... 26*5
. 77*2... 46*4

7*0... —
. 42*1 ... 39*7

46 .. 124
12*4
21*2 22*6

76*4
7*1

.. 5*7
■ 22'4 

23*7 
.. 52 
.. 2*2 

causes ... :h;

53*27*1
4*7 8*015*9

13*223 .. 24*0
22*2
96*7

15*9

3*5.
23 .. 6*623 1*8

38*2

(19) (a) Causes *f Infant Mortality,
1908 10 1!)M-Numbcr

of Deaths.
Cause of Infant De I © Iv p.tAT1I. CO 2cs epc; w41

^ y-4

© ©cv
©
TH 1CJ § H 23 a a g©

I©

Developmental Discuses

Convulsions 
Tetanus N eonatorum 
I uberculosis 
Infectious Diseases 
Syphilis

410 3201324 379 378 362402 
251302 
222264 
447472 
135 51

247 250 
254148 
502382396
11ft To150141

18 181 20 3
7I H| 13 4

3(51
198189157 igQ

«1 482388 
27 29 16 25 

2 3aA1? I *

221267 
2301231

269

43913651418

706 595 685 617 602 609 
262 263 213 241228 
223 262235220229 
477 480409 426 420

19 7 22 13 1» 
9 10 4 2

196 603205483 311472 251201 220127977 404 225590 6023 41112 30* 4 291 17 176 16 174 2 5 5 620 1523 19 9■r> 2 3 616 2l| 37 2 34 6 128 37 as 33 361 371 3444 35| 59
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MUNICIPALITY OF COLOMBO. 59 '

(20) (b) Carnes of Infant Mortality, 1008 to 1926—Rates per 1,000 Births.

t«r.
27
<*C5

27
©OJ

7 27 ^
S 2 2

§as 8 o CM cc i2 o r-^ co as 5iCause of Infant Death. <ri o
5 8 §as cs a. cs cs as cs ci CS cs 2 2

-3S<J2

Developmental Diseases 
Pneumonia and Bronchitis 
Digestive Diseases 
Convulsions 
Tetanus Neonatorum 
Tuberculosis 
Infectious Diseases 
Syphilis

*89 70 67 72 78 74 71 67 77 80 98 
87 83 28 31 
89 40 30 37 
84 85 70 69

78 96100 
36 51 37 
38 32 84 
78 62 71

69 81 88 86 96 90 78 
88 37 31 31 
32 37 34 29 
69 68 59 56 

3 2 
0-6 0 3 

1 0-1 0*4

7554 55 46 51 52 51 53 32 36 36 2855 43 48 44 38 45 4(5 31 32 33 28109 83 9182 91 91 83 82 6069 5229 38 31 27 18 28 9 5 3 5 55 4 3 2 2 2 3 1 2.24 4 4 1 31 0-2 050-4 0-5 0-3 1 1 1 2 11 12 0'21 1 1 I 0-5 0-31 2 07 0'51 0*61 0-61 0-372 3 3 3 44 4 5 3 3 43 5 6 5 4 6 5 8 5 5 4-2

(21) Infant Mortality, 1926- Deaths at different Age Periods and f rom Several Causes.

Age. Race.

diAge in Months.Cause of Death. Age iu Weeks. ££ d<n§
OBjB 2p. OB£oci 23'7

-M
2 2 7 5I0-12 o s1 2 3 4 o 2 3 34 6 G 7-9 p p A s <3OA02H

I.—Developmental Diseases:—
1. Premature birth
9 A
3. ’ Atrophy and Debility 163 36 19
4. Others

IL— Diseases of Respir atory 
System :—

1. Laryngitis
2. Croup —i
3. Bronchitis
4. Pneumonia
5. Others

I IT.—Diseases of Digestive
System :—

' 1. Diarrhceal
2. Dentition
3. Others

IV.—Diseases of Nervous
System:—

1. Convulsions
2. Laryngismus stridulus.
3. Tetanus
4. Others

V.—Tuberculous Diseases:—
1. Tabes messeirterica ...
2. Tubercular meningitis.
3. Others

VI. —Accidents
1. Injury
2. Umbilical hiemorrhage 1
3. Suffocation
4. Other violence

VII. —Infectious Diseases
1. Smallpox
2. Chickenpox
3. Measles
4. Whooping cough
5. Mumps
6. Diphtheria
7. Oerebro-spinal fever ...
8. Scarlet fever 

VIII.—Syphilis
IX.--All Other causes

2 106 24135 3 148 7 S 5 4 1547 3 1 l 1 J 6
1 22 2

1S3 81
60 14

8 8 352 
7 2 101

20 11 11 12 6012 230 35 14
1 1G 12 10

22 9 122
S5 1 3 14197 3 5 16 7 5 16

5 981 46
14 27! 7 8 182
15 9 1 3 56

4 19
9 117

3 7 7 5
11 16 17 13 
6 4 15

41- 2 2 1 
2 2 1 4

2 10 7o
53 173 
15 50

499 14
2418 1G 22 3 1

2 9 125 23 25 4 4 19233 20 19 16 37 179373 7 13 17

16 10 6 2 34286 8 1 1 10 54 2

73 109 22 7 42030 42 57 281 19558 43 17 IS 136 43 39 45 28 14

185 72 2 2IS6 12
3 42 I1 122

111 1
111
2112 2 1

111 1
22 2 1 1

343 1 1731 2 205 2 6 54 462 31 565 10 134 1 4 358 73 3 G5 22217 4 1

282 283 68 38 1658216 1038 4 70 9139S 96 223124 13814345 620401 115 59Total ...
2-34'2 17'0 17-1 4*1130 62-0 0-24 55*15*8 13-48-3 5-97'58'6CD 3D 2*7 137'424-2Percentage on Total Infant Deaths ..

IX.—Infectious Diseases. (General.)

Comparing Uio year 1926 with the previous year (.vide columns (4) and (/) in Statement 23)
of infectious diseases are the reduction oiplaguo°cases> from 64 inl925 to 13 tn UsS^Tenlerio cases from 473 in 1925 to 249in», 

from the town to the country. Chickenpox showed a maiked decline dui mg 1. ~b.
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-MUNICIPALITY OF COLOMBO. (il

N.—Plague.

r .-f nnnnT!iei ^eai'mIi0WS-vT^ iai! ^ie l°west number of cases of plague recorded since the disease 
11,!5. \ !, a*ec 111 . Nine of the cases occurred during the first five months of the year, after 
\\ nc 1 . icie wasan interval of freedom from both human and rat plague until September 3, /.«., 
Id weeks, when an infected rat was found. (See Diagram IV.)
. n j^ie Avriter s opinion there are strong grounds for concluding that plague was eradicated 
lrom Colombo m May, i.c., during the off season, and that a very active strain of infection was 
re-introduced from abroad, in September, via the Port and the Granaries and thence to the town. 
In support of this conclusion is the fact that no rat plague was found, although specially searched 
tor by Dr. Hirst, between February 'Ll) and September 3, and that of the total of 5 rat cases which 

found during the last four months of the year, 1 was caught on a grain barge in the harbour, 
another in the Customs warehouse, and the other 3 in the area adjacent to the harbour. The chain of 
evidence of infection from grain ships in the harbour, via grain barges, to the Customs warehouses, 
thence to the granaries, and from there to the town, is thus complete. This evidence is strengthened 
by the experience during the first two months of the current year (1027), when no fewer than 10 
infected rats have been found, of which 1 was in a grain barge in the harbour, 1 was in the 
Customs warehouse, and 4 were in the Chalmers Granaries, while of the remaining 13 which 
were found in the town. 5 occurred in private grain stores supplied from the Granaries, 3 
were in premises adjoining grain, or grain-bag stores, and 5 were in premises ■within the same 
area as these stores.

were

Seasonal Incidence of Playuc.—Diagram IV. shows the seasonal incidence during 102(1 
and the average incidence during the previous ten years.

Further details are given in the accompanying statements and on Spot Map I.

(24) Annual Incidence of Human Plague Cases.

flOz •o icc o o ri cc —r H2}C5 C5 sS3 805 052 CS 05 05

<05

3
165 13413 148 64130 201 70 235

223
184 136 230207 87Total cases 

Total deaths 
Septictemic cases ... 
Septiciemic deaths.. 
Bubonic cases 
Bubonic deaths ... 
Pneumonic cases ... 
Pneumonic deaths.. 
Cutaneous cases ... 
Cutaneous deaths... 
Total case mortal-

15558 12381 170 131 200 140128 273 106 60 82
247* 81° 159 7318 203 70 4741 50 57 66124

18 73 203 7041 50 57 66 47246 80 150 124
0204 45 1137 114 70 16458 132 83 20 142166

4086 82130 143 10135 28 32 100 7411448 72
57
?7

1 V
5

92*300*6 03*000*0 94*502*4 06*304*3 04*098*602*2 02*8 03*8 04*7ity per cent.
Septiciemic case

mortality per
cent.

Bubonic case mor­
tality per cent ...

Pneumonic

100 100 100100 100100 10010010010000*6 10008*7 100
80*1 00*088*001*593*8 87*287*701*586*506*6■86*4 86*781*3 82*7

case
mortality per cent. 100100

* Xhe cases for 1914 aud 1915 each includes one septiciemic recovery, but the diagnosis in either case was 
not confirmed bacteriologically and may have been erroneous.

(25) Monthly Incidence of Human Plague Cases. _________________
Average,

19111-1925. 192G.1925.1924.1921. 1922. 1923.1920.1919.1918.1911. 1915. 1916. 1917.

12428 46 565 1325132517104January ..
February ..
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September .
October 
November..
December

Total for the year ...

46 2232 2253 10201184018667 287 15113 27 63106118358 124 62 17 123 734 1114328 0 0 1 62 7421111320 10 10 0 163 1 80336140 83 10 1221 1112o643547 8 923 57 •7 7211352040 0318 2 7 26 5532518 21 12128 14 12 30187242423 15 210 13 8 534 43421010 2524 21 278 33 10 28 42426252426
13165184 136 230 64235 1488770207201130413

13*85*3 1*115*3 11*310*2 12*310*67*35*817*311*6 24*334*4Monthly mean

t
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Year 1030, by Ward*.,

Ward.
Slave Island 
Kollupitiya
Cinnamon Gardens ... 
Bainbalapitiya 
Timbirigasyaya 
Wellawatta 
No fixed residence ... ~

Total ... 1**5

<9

SESSIONALCEYLON
02

during the

Deaths.

• * (20) Plague Cases. deaths.
.1 1Cases.Ward.

4Fort
Pettali
San Sebastian 
St, Paul’s 
Kotahena 
Mutwal 
New Bazaar 
Maradana North
Maradana-South
Dematagoda

4
.11

2is 22
1 1211

11)
'

—Distribution by Race, Sex, and Age.

iir a 

Piii in
*oo ^

(27) Human Plague™ Colombo during the Year 1920.

----------TTTT1 m S» 03

1 1 ■sa, o g |8|,
So-S
S S3 S.

o
WNf*{H* 2 & "I©§o83 II3oU)Sex.Race. o3 o rt_o ooo_o3o o©8©8 88 o EHIS HoISo

I13131 11 14 0*0504 12 92*3 0*046—! 1(Males
Females
Males
Females
Males
Females
Males
Females
Males
Females
Males
Females
Males
Females
Males
Females

All Races ...

}Europeans ...
!Burghers ...

} 4412i 1 0*033 4 100 0*033Sinhalese ...

} •33 0*052.3 1000*052Tamils

t 2 31 0*0713 100Moors 3 0*071
i

Malays

1 t•1 1 3Others 0*1550*233 66*72

Ptaguc. A total of 129,361 rodents was accounted for during the rear, of which 
22,d 1 were examined at the Bacteriological Laboratory with the result that only 8 were found to 
in lO-jf116 m£eCted' the mfeotlon vate being thus 0'04 per cent., as compared with (TOG per cent.

(28) Statement showing Pats examined at the Laboratory. Number found infected,
and Percentage Infection.

Month.

September 
October 
November 
December

ho. of Hats Number Percentage 
examined, infected. Infection.

Month. No. of Rats 
examined.

Number Percentage 
infected. Infection.January

February
March
April
May
June
July
August

2,021 ... 1 
1,950 
2,142

0*05 0*05.. .1,975 ...
... 1,796 .

2,062 ... 
... 2,831 .

12 0*1
0*1531,350

1 ... 0*041,447
1,571
1.721

Total ... 22,701 0*041,835 ... 8

(29) Distribution of Rodents

Species.
examined- for Plague in 1926.

Number 
examined,
18,702 
3,065

Number
infected.

Percentage
infected.' R. Rattus 

. R. Norvegicus 
M. Mnsculus 
Bandicoots 

( R. Rattus 
Rats found dead ...*! Norvegicus 

I M. Musculus 
' Bandicoots

Rats killed by r K™ .

M.tsr
Bandicoots

3 0*02Trapped rats
0• • •

816 02 0
29 0
40 4 10*04 1 25*01 0514 0

935 0591 02 0
Total ... 22,701 8 0*04

,i
i
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MUNICIPALITY OF COLOMBO.

Preventive Measures.—The .same preventive measures as described in the 1025 Report 
were adopted, an intensive campaign against rats and rat fleas being carried on throughout the year, 
including the plague off season.”

From what has already been said it seems clear that if Colombo is to be freed and kept 
tree of plague, re-introduction of infection from abroad must be prevented. It is not possible to 
* build out ” the rat here.

The only way to ensure exclusion of plague would appear to be the disinfectation of all 
grain prior to its being landed at the Port. Di*. Hirst has pointed out that although, according to 
Otlen, the plague rat of Rangoon appears to be rctlus concolor, this species very rarely occurs in 
Colombo, only one specimen having, in fact, being found so far. This would appear to bear out 
the conclusion long since arrived at here, that plague is introduced into Colombo chiefly, if not 
entirely, by infected rat fleas and not by rats, hence the paramount necessity for disinfecting 
consignments of imported grain and grain sacks. The question of introducing such a measure at 
the Port of Colombo, e.g., by the use of cyanide gas, has been under consideration for some time, 
but has not, so far, been regarded favourably by the Port Commission, owing, it is understood, 
partly to the risk to life and partly to the disturbance of commerce which would be entailed in 
carrying out such a measure.

63

(30) Rats trapped, killed, by Claytons, and found. Dead, during 192G.

Number of Rats trapped. ai

* -2 .
' Ph Vi O 3)0

1 ei r§
S33 a-is §&

Number of Dead Rats found. 
___________ ,

c 8
is

*2$ if |1 ■si I
« ocb

’feeMonth. ■i!n noo
... 12,158 ... 268 ... 130 ... 126 ... J
../ 10,839 ... 273 ... 90 ... 105 ... —
... 11,639 ... 190 ... 84 ... 157 ... 1
... 10.469 ... 144 ... 65 ... 123 ... —
... 11,473 ... 121 ... 66 ... 40 ... —
... 10,258 ... 164 ... 73 ... 96 ... —
... 9,390 ... 166 ... 68 ... 103 ... —
... 10,763 ... 226 ... 76 ... 125 ... — ..
... 10,711 ... 221 ... 73 ... 121 ... 3 ... 9
... 9,355 ... 219 ... 74 ... 81 ... 1 ... 2
... 8,569 ... 223 ... 74 ... 276 ... 4 ... 1
... 8.584 ... 369 ... 75 ... 185 ... 4 ... —

r§ Total.SiIs® eft>
12,687 
11,311 
12,072 
10,805 
11,701 
10,594 
9,732 

11,196 
11,145 
9,737 . 
9,156 
9,225

2 2 .January 
February 
March 
April 
May 

» June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

31
1

•1
1 .

3
l4

13 o
7

3 . 
2 .

2
7
4 ... 4 .

1 129,361948 1,538 14 20 35 13Total ... 124,208 2,584

* Figures supplied by the Chairman, Board of Immigration and Quarantine, Colombo.

During the year 1926 there were placed 1,693,945 poisoned baits. Of these, 66,085 
removed or eaten by rats.

were

(31) Work done by the Plague Staff during the Year 1926.

1
v:& &5J& bL ssi11 o ^ IN3 3 li— o5

•s a ^3

g3
o ►> 
6-°

9P3 s

al
itsUi.2

II
!a°

rz
,2§s -SP3 3 a S

c_i m
Ward. P.SP 2 S5o* 

. cs O od" Is=1 «M . 41

o u
O1* 6£ 8a aaaa a

443 11041313Fort
Pettah
San Sebastian 
St. Paul’s 
Kotahena 
Mutwal 
New Bazaar . 
Maradana North .. 
Maradana South .. 
Dematagoda 
Slave Island 
ICollupitiya 
Cinnamon Gardens 
Bambalapitiya 
Timbirigasyaya .. 
Wellawatta

139:11,219
196

2,730
237
292

1,758
14402 52,1641,4951,495 47:167879496496 1844309 10 43,8163,5813,581 40311 17688 2791491 491 36-2429 279711,111

2,564
704704 m21,164 651160 2 11,9041,904 17i37 1532 l785252 152-V180 842 50512,8491,4221,422 654045 452849292 .18023945351231,681

1,748
4950950 129100 58321 1 o730730

25 222 10.J093631896565
692 22139 324343

966-I*6,8235,8093518,4221,538 1412,04012,040Total .

$
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XI.—Cholera.
CEYLON64

(l during the year.

• XII.—Smallpox and Vaccination.
smallpox occurred in the town, and ten were landed from iS l,9s iu

Xo case of cholera occurre

Ten cases of
the harbour.As regards the town cases, an isolated case occurred in Fcbi uai \, tlie patient having t 
infected at Nagoor in India, and arrived in Colombo during the incubation period, important 
being the invariable history of first eases in Colombo. As regards the other nine town cases a fun 
report (No. 245 of November 2, 1926) has already been submitted. They orginatecl from J11 
simultaneous cases which have apparently been infected at Ajmir in India, and arrived in Colomi ° 
via Mandapam Camp, while in the incubation stage. These two cases developed the disease °’ 
September 4, in one of the most densely crowded tenement areas in the town, and were i°n 
discovered until September 13, but fortunately by the adoption of vigorous measures, includi'0* 
mass vaccination and-daily surveillance, only seven further cases occurred, of which one develop 
the disease in the Segregation Camp and the other six in two widely separated parts of the to\In connection with this outbreak 2,046 vaccinations, including 1,949 re-vaccinations, were cai-r'^j 
out by the Public Health Department staff in the three infected areas. Only sixty-six persons Ji 
had been specially exposed to infection were sent to the Segregation Camp, but several thon^ i 

kept under a daily surveillance at their homes, with permission to carry on their work officers of the Department were specially commended in connection with this outh.*J'i° i 
viz.. Sanitary Inspectress Mrs. Balmond and Health Visitor Miss Schokman. t 3leak> j
were

Vaccination.
The following statement shows the state of vaccination during 1926 :—

(32) Details of Vaccinations performed during the Year 1926.
(ia) By Government Vaccinators.

Number of 
Primary 

Vaccinations.
Number of 

Re-vaccinations.Ward. Total.

Fort. Pettah, and San 
Sebastian ...

St. Paul’s 
Kotahena 
New Bazaar ...
Maradana 
Slave Island ... 
Bambalapitiya and Kollu- 

pitiya 
Timbirigasyaya 
Itinerating (Colombo)

561 6 567
807 1 808590 1 591437 437
626 208 834571 65 636

844 275 1,119595 21 616469 469
Total ... 5,500 577 6,077

(b) By Public Health Department

Number of 
Primary 

Vaccinations.

Staff
.Ward. Number of 

Re-vaccinations. Total.
Fort 
Pettah 
San Sebastian.!. 
New Bazaar ... 
Maradana North 
Kollupitiya

9 9 1;27 2739 1,372 1,41172 766 83812 311 3233 3
Total ... 123 S2,488 2,611

Births and lPrim
ary V(^mations inThe following statement shows the relation let ween the number of births recorded and

number of primary vaccinations performed. It discloses an even greater deficit of primal 
vaccinations than during the previous year :—

1926.

■■

1(33) Vaccinations, 1920 to 1926.
Number of Primary 

Vaccinations.

Year.
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926

No. of 
Births. Deficit of Primary 

Vaccinations. Excess of Prim®1?Vaccinations.7,197
7,160 
6,162 
7,240 
6,192 
■I,784 
5,704 
5,62;-!

6,724 386,881
2,5627,107

6,887 3599157,663
1,103
1,959
2,491

6,114

i
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1903 -1926
Rate per i.ooo Living

(43) Diarrhoea & enteritis. 
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DIAGRAM Nffvi
FfcvER (TOWN Cases Only)
1906 i'o 1926
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MUNICIPALITY OP COLOMBO. 65

XIII.—Chick en pox.
a marked reduction in the incidence of chickenpox, with 1,045 town 

compared with 1,703 cases during the previous year. No death was ascribed
v , Polarity of the age distribution of chickenpox cases here, as compared with

^ , 1 Mtention was drawn in the 1925 Report, is again demonstrated by the following
. w 11C 1 S10WS ^ie incidence falls chiefly at ages over ten years and under thirty-five 

\ ear.", with however a considerable number over fifty years of age.
(34) Chickenpox in Colombo Town during the Year 19SG. (Town Casex.)

Distribution according to Age.
3 25 years and under 30
5 30 years and under 35
7 35 years and under 40

40 years and under 50 
5 50 years and under 00

35 00 years and under 70
93 70 years and over

There was 
during 1920 as 
to this cause.

cases

a

Under 1 year
1 year and under 2
2 years and under 3
3 years and under 4
4 years and under 5
5 years and under 10 

10 years and under 15 
15 years and under 20 
20 years and under 25

m
121
72

8 • 72
23

5
100
235 Total ... 1,045

XIV.—Measles.
This disease also showed some improvement compared with the previous year, there being 

;>1<S town cases recorded, as against 027 in 1925. Four deaths were ascribed to this cause.

XV.—Diphtheria.
Diphtheria with 17 town cases shows a slight increase compared with 14 cases in 1925.

c XVI.—Diarrhcea and Dysentery.
These diseases are not notifiable, but the death returns quoted below and Diagram V. 

show a slight increase of mortality from diarrhcea, and a slight decrease of dysentery mortality. 
The diagram shows the progressively downward trend of the mortality from these causes which 
occurred from 1907 until 1919, when there was a set back, associated apparently with influenza, 
from which the town has not yet quite recovered.

(35) Diarrlxceal Diseases, 1926. by Race. Death-rate per 1,000 Population.
All Euro- 

Races. peans.
... 575 ... 2 ... 22 ... 343 ... 112 ... 69 ... 12 ... 15
... 2’22 ...0*665 ... 1*40 ... 2*82 ... 1*95 ... 1*64 ... 1*93 ... 1*16
... 213 ... 1 ... 3 ... 125 ... 52 ... 23 ... 1 ... 8
... 0*82 ... 0*33 ... 0*19 ... 1*03 ... 0*91 ... 0*55 ... 0*16 ... 0*62
... 788 ... 3 ... 25 ... 468 ... 164 ... 92 ... 13 ... 23

Bur­
ghers.

Sin­
halese. Tamils. Moors. Malays. Others.

( Deaths 
Death-rate 
Deaths 
Death-rate 
Deaths
Death-rate ... 3*04 ... 1*00 ... 1*59 ... 3*85 ... 2*86 ... 2*19 ... 2*09 ... r78-

Diarrhoea and 
Enteritis

...(Dysentery

All Diarrhceal...

XVII.—Enteric Fever.
477 cases of enteric fever (including paratyphoid) were recorded in 1926, but of these only 

,?4il or 52*2 per cent, were town cases, 223 having been admitted to the hospitals from districts 
outside the town, and 5 from ships in the harbour, t.e., a total of 228 or 47*8 per cent, were of 
extra-urban origin.

There was thus a great improvement as regards the town incidence compared with the 
previous year, when there were 473 town cases, 266 outside cases, and 16 port cases. As Diagram VI. 
and Statement 22 show only once since notification of enteric was enforced in 1903 has such a small 
number of town cases been recorded, viz., in 1914, when the number was 229. 
reduction in 1914, was, without doubt, in a large measure, due to the panic created by the appearance 
of plague that year, fear of which disease put a stop, to a great extent, to the custom which prevails 
here of visiting sick friends and relatives and partaking of refreshments in their houses, a custom 
which, as pointed out in previous reports, is responsible for the spread of much infection amongst 
the poorer classes. In striking contrast to the 1914 experience was the great increase of enteric 
which occurred during the latter half of 1919 and throughout 1920, as the result of the unprecedented 
mixing up of all classes of the population at the food depots during the rice famine in 1919. The 
improvement in 1926, on the other hand, is believed to have been to a large extent due to the 
special measures which were initiated in the middle of 1925 and were continued in 1926, to prevent 
the dumping of domestic refuse within the town, especially in proximity to dwellings. This action 
undoubtedly had a great effect in reducing the fly nuisance, and the consequent spread of infection 
bv the^e pests This unauthorized dumping of refuse is a source of considerable danger which is 
constantly liable to recur and requires rigorous prohibition and careful watching.

Local Incidence of Enteric in 1926.
As Spot Map II. shows the distribution of enteric cases in 1926, was, for the most part* 

very sporadic only two small localized series of cases having occurred, viz., one within the Welikada 
prison and the other at Piachaud’s lane, shown on map near the Tower Hall. The prison series is 
interesting for the reason that investigation by this department led to the discovery of a very active 
carrier in the person of an apothecary employed in the prison who had suffered from an attack of 
enteric fever about four years previously. Upon this man being proved to be a carrier, he was 
irranted six months’ leave bv his department to enable him to undergo treatment with a view of 
eliminating the infectioq. The last case in this series occurred on July 16, prior to the removal of
this carrier.

The sudden
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fuA Gnot Map near the lower Hall ,

, 7iXSSA^ 'Er^csrs'ii^?™' * M ""“"‘,0"01of living under modern sanitary conditions.
• r /oifl to ire (inclusive of Pori and Outside.) Gases, Deaths, 

Enteric Fevei, 1916 lo ^ Mortality.

• fid
i c

The
of

(36)
l Europeans.

All Races. A

Case
Mortality 
per Cent

Case
Mortality. 
Per Cent.

Deaths.Cases.Deaths.Cases.Year.
21244*9 16*72315151916 1741*0 14*31744241917 31442*1 21*41814301918

1919
93539*3 25’7268682 53238*5 15*63388791920 31738*3 17*62195721921 51836*0 27*81794981922

1923 31936*2 15*8269741
51237*4263 417

227
7021924

1925 22 535*6269755

18838*6 41Total ... 6,198 2,391 21*8

1926 477 162 34*0 10 2 20*0

(37) Enteric Fever and Continued Fever by Wards, 1926. Number of Cases 
and Case-rate per 1,000 Population.

Continued Fever Total
No. of Cases. Case-rate. No. of Cases. Case-rate. No. of Cases. Case-rate.

477 ... 1*84 ... 190 ... 074 ...

249 ... 0*96 ...
2 ... 070 ...
4 ... 0*496 ...

0*33 ...
7 ... 0*28 ...

24 ... 0*823 ...
34 ... 1716 ...
13 ... 0*525 ...
28 ... 1*225 ...
12 ... 0*61 ...
32 ... 173 ...
13 ... 0*57 .
10 ... 0*658 ...
9 ... 0-90 ...
2 ... 0*20 ...
2 ... 0*30 ..

13 ... 1*133 ...
5 ... __

223 . _ ***
40 .

Enteric Fever

Colombo (inclusive of Port 
and Outside) ...

Colombo (exclusive of Port 
and Outside) ...

667 2'58

168 ... 0T.5
1 ... 0"35 
•1 ... 0"496
2 ... 0"16

15 ... 073 
29 ... 0"995
16 ... 0'808
10 ... om
21 ... 0'919
11 ... 071 
15 ... (VS1 
4 ... 017 
6 ... 0'395 
1 ... O'lO 
:>> ... 0'30 
1 -. 0'15
l ■■■ 0-262

20 ;;; z 
20 ... _

following a* ““if "J E'“a* » me

poans.

3*33

1*61417Fort 
Pettah
San Sebastian 
St. Paul’s 
Kotahena 
Mutwal 
New Bazaar 
Maradana North... 
Maradana South ... 
Dematagoda 
Slave Island 
Kollupitiya 
Cinnamon Gardens 
Bambalapitiya 
Timbirigasyaya ... 
Wellawatta 
Port ■ ... ]
Outside Municipal limits 
un traced

i
3 1*05

0*9984 0*496
1*0125
1*82
2*52

53
50

0*9323
2*1449
1*3226
2*54
0*74

147
17 :1*05 . f16

1*001.0
0*505
0*453
.1*4016

7
243

60
The

by Race. (Inclusive
Case*, Drciths,

Jer 'MO Populati
Sin-

0/. halese. la*nils.
3° - 369 . 

o 3*04 ..
8 • 123 ..

Bur­
ghers.

on.Races.
477 ..
1*84 
162 ..

0 62 0-6? 
190 .. o
°74 - 0-6G

’ Cases 
Case-rate 
Deaths 
Dealb-ratp 
Cases

Continued fever. ■ Case-rate 
Deaths 
Death-rate
Cases 
Case-rate 
Deaths 

' Death

Enteric fever Moors. Malays. Others
9 fi 31 

0'21 ... 0'97 ... 2'40
J-O ...

10
22 ...1*902

la°f| - °'4ml :>«?
32 '■ °-® - 0'43 ... 0'64

« - «•“ °'“ » r
»... 4s 4oil - 

1*28 **

0*51 1*01
136 .130*82 18 . 4•56 .. L02 • • •

1 • • •
. roJ 

:yo7ij
44 

! 341 
ll

- 0-85

10-22 0'33 0-063 16(17 
2mS . 
218 . 

.9-84 ..

4 .Total 12• • • 0*643*99 2*73 103*iate 1*611*00 19 • • •
0*57 16 5 .■■ 9-33.. • °'38 ... 0‘80
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SESSIONAL PAPERS, W27.

... . :s Chieflv the mild non-fatal types of Cas,.
Europeans than in the ease of other races.notification. HtoSMSfe and noti6catiou 
amongst nou-Enropcans which escape rcLvuropeans as it is amongst Europeans tlieie can be no 
were as correct and complete amongst.non *• 01would sll0w a higher instead ot a lower rate or 
doubt, as indicated later, that non-K 1 * inferred from this, however, that the Europeans 
infection than the Europeans. It should n • do the non-Europeans. On the contrary
here enjoy any greater natural lmmuni > _ comers, and those recently returned from lon,r

,o mm "“7 llvo

26-3 per cent., and amongst cases landed from ships in the harl on it vvas -t i pel^ ceilt ihelngher 
fatality amongst extra-urban and ship cases is a striking indication of the distrn bance and consequent 
hare, invdved in umispo,-ting persons in ship’s boats, trains, and other umu>table conveyances, while 
suffering from tiiis disease. No doubt also many cases brought from outside districts aie sent into 
the Colombo hospitals because they are of a severe type and are not doing well m their homes.

It will be observed (Statement 3(3) that the fatality amongst all races as well as amongst 
Europeans during 1.02(3 closely corresponds to the average during the previous JO years.

To revert briefly to the fatality amongst “all races” (Statement 3(3) there can be no doubt 
that a fatality averaging 38*6 per cent, is a clear indication of defective diagnosis and the conse­
quent omission from the returns of many mild non-fatal cases. The actual fatality, were all cases 
reported, would it is believed be found to be less than half of the recorded fatality, v’.c., instead of 
averaging 38'6 per cent, it would probably be not more than 15 or 10 per cent., and certainly not 
more than 18 per cent. That being so it follows that at least half of the actual total number of 
cases escape recognition and notification. The inclusion of these missed cases in the returns would, 
therefore, raise the case-rate of “all races” (Statement 38) from the recorded 1*84 per 1,000 to at 
least 3*08 per 1,000 and probably higher.

From this one may conclude that the indigenous races, as a whole, suffer quite as much 
indeed more than do Europeans from enteric fever, which is what one would expect in view of 
their customs and the conditions under which they live.

There are many other interesting points in connection with enteric fever in Colombo, but time unfortunately, does not permit of further investigation and discussion of the statistics in this Report’

CEYLON
68 s

\
XVIII.—-Continued Fever.

Under this heading are included cases of ** simple continued fever of not less than seven 
days duration,” such cases having been made compulsorily notifiable in Colombo in 1903, owing 
to the discovery that many of them were in reality cases of enteric fever, and were responsible for 
dissemination of that infection.

During the year 1926, 190 cases, including 168 town cases, were recorded, as against 282 
cases, including 243 town cases, in 1925. There has thus, as in the case of enteric, been a marked 
improvement in 1926.

XIX.—Tuberculosis.
(See Items 28 to 35 in Statement 12.)

The writer is indebted to the Colonial Advisory Medical and Sanitary Committee foi 
pointing out that in the 1925 Report the majority of deaths due to pulmonary tuberculosis have 
been erroneously tabulated under the heading of “ Acute Pulmonary Tuberculosis.” 
unfortunate clerical error which has appeared in several 
rectified in the present report.

“ Acute pulmonary tuberculosis ” is comparatively rarely reported here, and does not, as 
a matter of fact, appear to be at all common. Deaths from pulmonary tuberculosis are generally
certified merely as “ phthisis” or “ consumption,” the great majority of which are without doubt 
cases of “ chronic pulmonary tuberculosis

Pulmonary Tuberculosis. (Phthisis, Consumption.)
During the year 1926, 1,355 cases of “phthisis” were reported, of which, however, only 

977 were town cases, while 364 were admissions to hospitals from extra-urban districts, and 14 were 
from ships in the harbour. The corresponding figures for the previous year were 1,146 town cases, 
273 extra-urban eases, and 10 cases from ships. In contrasting the 1926 with the 1925 JigureS 
it is necessary to mention that the Lunatic Asylum, in which 29 cases occurred in 1925, 'vas 
transferred early in 102(3 from the town to Angoda, an extra-urban district. Even so, however, 
alter making due allowance for Asylum cases, there was a marked improvement in 1926. As 
bpoi Map III. shows, phthisis occurs chiefly in the densely crowded “slum areas” which are

=sMS=zss^fBa»«ataa3s*-~sS£H=S‘=.~ar3=:
in Colombo:— ‘ 111 1<?branl to to the incidence of phthisis

This is an 
previous reports, but which has been

(42) Phthisis Mortality per 1,000
ith-rate. Year. Death-rate. Year
3*18 I 1910 ... 3*13 I 1917 .

... 2*96 I 1.918

... 3*14

... 2*88
. 3*12
. 3*16
. 3*42

Year.
Mt to 1926. Death-rate,

• 2*84
1919 ;;; il\
1920 . ~

1903 Year.1904 Death-rate.
2*69 

... 2*81

... 3-51 1911 19241905 3*56 1912 19251906 4*06 1913.1907 3*79 1914 • .T02
• 3'02
• 2‘58
• 2'00

Average, 
1903-1925 ...

1908 1921370 19151909 1922 .
1923 .

- I'l.’i 3M9i 191(3
1926 . 2‘27
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1 IIJmunicipality OF COLOMBO.

1,000 Papulation of the. Indigenous Races, 10:21 to 1020.
Both Sexes.

69
:(13) Phthisis Death-rales per

S

j
Males.
—A-------

1924. 1925.

Sinhalese I 3 ?g Jg Jg J“ *jg ™ *09 1'88 1/83 275 111 

Tamils 
Moors 
Malays 
Others 
All Races ..

J:Females. No, of Death- 
. Deaths, rate,

1920. 1921, 1922, 1923. 1921. 1925, 1920. 1920. 1920. :l IRace, 1921. 1922. 1923.
Europeans ... 
Burghers '

:
2 0*665 

18 114
4*08 3*53 3*74 3*55 3*55 3*02 358 2*95

98 1*71 
79 1*88 
17 2*74 
15 1*16 

587 2*27
\m i i-. ! history of the mortality from phthisis during the last 25 years is depicted in Diagram 

... ) °m which it will be seen that after steadily increasing to a maximum in 1909, it then 
dropped suddenly and lias since then shown a slight but progressive tendency to decline, the 
lowest mortality recorded during the period being in the year under review. For a full account of 
the measures adopted with a view of preventing the spread of this disease, reference is requested 
to Section IX. of the Report for the year 1917, but the following may be briefly mentioned here:—

1907. Work of improving ventilation and lighting of insanitary tenements commenced 
in July and since continued.

1909. —Systematic disinfection of all phthisis infected houses begun in July. A marked
drop in mortality was observed during the last quarter of the year.

1910. —Phthisis made compulsorily notifiable in August, following which domiciliary
visitation, &c., of all cases reported was initiated. Spitting in public con­
veyances was prohibited by by-law in November.

1914.—Evacuation and closure pending improvement of houses condemned as unfit for 
human habitation. This action was rendered possible by the advent, in January, 
1914, of plague, which automatically brought the plague regulations into force.

1916. —Establishment of Anti-Tuberculosis Institute in October.
1917. —Establishment of the hospital at Ragama for advanced cases of phthisis.
1926.—The removal of the Lunatic Asylum from the town to Angoda which relieved 

the Colombo statistics of a probable 25 to 30 cases per annum. Even including 
such of these as may have proved fatal during the year, the mortality in 1926 
would still be the lowest on record during the last 25 years.

'
... 180 1'64 l'G8 2'00 2’28 I'51
... 2'o4 2'90 -1 '20 3*23 wo<; 9-13
... 2':j3 2'00 2'37 ->-28 •’••V’

4‘02 3'41 5.45 4'50 4'91 2\51
0'55 5'44 5-0Jt 5'45 2'91 3*43

••'93 379 :n;0 3’94 3'60 3'62 37>6 :

I:J

I
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I

J
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.XX.—Influenza. ;
This is not a notifiable disease, and one can, therefore, judge of its prevalence only by the 

death returns and*by the returns of cases treated at the Municipal Dispensaiies.
\s regards deaths, there were 307 recorded in 1926, as against 269 in 1925. thus indicating 

a slight increase but the number of cases treated at the dispensaries showed on the contrary a 
decrease of 1,527 cases, via., from 6,384 cases in 1925 to 4,857 cases in 1926.

The charts kept in this office show that the very abrupt wave of this disease which 
occurred in Mav-June of 1925 was not. repeated in 1926, but that there was nevertheless a clearly 
marked and sustained although not very great increase of prevalence from May till November, 
which without doubt affected the general death-rate and helped to maintain it at an unduly high 
level during that period (see Diagram III.).

(44) Influenza

1

;!
I

Cases reported from Municipal Dispensaries during each Month 
of the Year 1926.

Mutwal. New Bazaar. Total.Maradana.St. Paul’s.Slave Island.Mouth.
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

49 473150120154 30 278
254
240
329
469

939164 409510019 41 7849513 233910812435 60 22142145100 62 5394629173229
259

51 5755185129
4645 47112085175 4152 47994101191 50 458

292
65109107127 39 96615919

4,8573115571,1751,4291,385Total
XXIPn eumon i a .

below). Until an eftect-ne i. *• , of achieving any material improvement as regards the
adopted there appears to a , . , responsible for maintaining the Colombo death-rate'at
mortality from this disease, ' (|amacre done by this disease in Colombo during and since the
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Pneumonia and the 
No. of 
Deaths.
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(45) Deaths from
Race.

All Races
Europeans
Burghers
Sinhalese
Tamils
Moors
Malays
Others ' ...

JJeath-rato
per 1,000 Population 

3*58920 2*000
2*03
4*30
2*79
2*78
3*00
5*35

32
523 :•
100
117

19
09

XXII— Dengue.
Manson has pointed out that a study of epidemics oi: denguessra a. <„ru- **,,,*

recently carried out by them definitely excludes the culex mosquito as a carrier of dengue, and 
with equal conclusiveness convicts the Aedes aegypti (Stegomyia facia a) as the spreader of this 
disease. In view of this finding it may be of interest to mention the followingThe Aedes 
jegypti. or as it commonly called the Stegomyia faciata, is extremely prevalent m Colombo. It is 
a day biter, but may occasionally bite at night in well lighted rooms. The popular idea that it is 
risky to visit during the day persons suffering from dengue is therefore correct, for a mosquito 
may live six weeks or even longer, and probably remains infective for the whole of its life. The 
blood of a person infected with dengue is infective to the mosquito for a few hours before the 
appearance of symptoms and during the first three days of the disease, hence the difficulty of 
controlling the spread of this disease so long as the proper kind of mosquito is about. A mosquito 
cannot transmit the infection until the eleventh day after it has itself been infected by feeding 
upon an infected person.

indicate thatseems to

Dengue in Colombo in 1926.
Although sporadic cases of dengue occurred at intervals throughout the year it was not, us 

the statement below shows, until the end of October that, according to the Municipal Dispensary 
returns, it began to increase, the maximum prevalence being experienced in December. The 
outbreak in 1920 did not, according to the writer’s recollection, approach in the matter of 
prevalence the outbreak in 1906, which at one time threatened to become a serious embarassment 
in the carrying on of commerce.

(46) Dengue Fever treated at the Municipal Free Dispensaries during the Year 1926.
Statement showing Incidence by Months.

Maradana.Month.
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August.
September
October
November
December

Slave Island. St. Paul’s. Total.Mutwal. New Bazaar.1 1

1
5 51 1
4 4 1

10 3 2 16 I; 
240-

135 116 65 . 10124 1462 80 435101 68
Total ... 269 93 147 703111 83

Part 11.—Administration.
XXIII.—Expenditure.

Expenditure in 1926. 
Estimated 

Expenditure.
Rs. c.

61,320 0 
19,608 0 

203,194 0 
47,950 0 
68,390 0 
34,046 0 
23,716 0 
32,415 0 

2,211 0

492,850 0

Head of 
Expenditure,

Higher Staff 
Clerical Staff 
Sanitary Branch 
(fiiiId Welfare 
Dispensaries 
Markets 
Cemeteries 
Laboratory 
Laundries

Actual
Expenditure. Saving.

Rs. c. Rs. c.59,537 40 
17.787 40 

164,317 38 
40,427 3 
61,821 8 
32,887 74 
22,421 87 
30,536 52 

2,063 46
431,799 88• The savins on the Sanitary Branch estimate was due chiefly to reduced expenditure on (a) Plague,

Hs* 21,150*57 ; (5) Prevention o£ Infectious Diseases, reduction Kb. 4,830 0a ; (c) Uniforms, reduction Kb. ' >’1 ®
tThe saving on Dispensaries estimate was due chiefly to reduced cost of drugs, as the result of import-ini. 

from England instead of purchasing locally, which effected a Baving of Rs. 5,529*06.

1,782 60 
1.820 60, 

38,876 62 
7,522 97 
6,568 921 
1,158 26 
1,294 13 
1,878 48 

147 54Total ...

61,050 12

-
' !
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XXIV- ^Rw Works, Improvements, &c.

ISlonuindahl—(1) Twentv fiv» i W Laundries-
up of clothes86 ““ tW6lve Sma11 ooncrete Posts

\V/‘.kanda—{\) am‘ min°r lPairS WCre d°ne'
u ^ Plastered with cement and one tank lined experi-

-d m®ntally Avlth white glazed tiles.
>a< ^oundary extended at Lake side.
m o !?en woms Nos. 9 to 12 converted into two double rooms.
(r\ \ u n !!}fn ?Jn?vl rooms Nos. 8 and 9 converted into two double rooms, 
n ™ hnen rooms rat-proofed with wire netting.

SOllecI linen rooins Plastered with cement.
)o( Xui* , ground 0PPosite the clean linen 
)cii a i o leaking rooms repaired, 
v. All 30 rooms, lavatory, and drying linen 

t qmu’ters whitewashed.
(10) \\ oodwork of all rooms and caretaker's quarters painted.

(b) Cemeteries.
Kanatta (l) l lie flooring of the old cooly lines, compound, and kitchen was cemented.

W vr-Set nevv tyPe water hydrants was fixed along the main road of the cemetery, 
(o) Minor repairs and improvements to the roof of the assistant cemetery-keeper's 

bungalow.
(4) A new and up-to-date plan of the cemetery was made.
(5) 125 hoop iron flower pot stands were placed inside the main gate.

LiveraniertLu—(1) One new store room built.
(2) One additional cooly lines constructed.
(3) One bath room for coolies built.
(4) Earth steps were replaced by 18 blocks of concrete steps leading to the terraces.
(5) Sixty feet of broken wall rebuilt.
(6) Seven acres of jungle cleared.
(7) 300 yards of hedge planted.
(8) 200 yards of path made.
(9) 200 yards borders made and planted with ornamental plants.

Madampitiya—(1) Iron bars fixed to windows and ventilation of cooly lines improved.
(2) Bathing place for coolies constructed.

(c) Markets.

r-
■

were erected for the drying n.

;!

‘

,!rooms levelled and gravelled.

rooms cementwasTied. and caretaker’s

!:•

•;
?■:

!

r'

Edinburgh—A new water tap was fixed.
SI. John's—Repairs, painting, and whitewashing done.
Kotalicna—(l) Three new cane tats were fitted at the three main gates.

(2) Broken glass fixed oh top of the gala wall.
Borella—Recess facing Kanatta road fenced oil.

Slave Island—(1) Movable shutters fixed in the fish section in place of fixed ventilators. 
(2) Market whitewashed.

i \
i

;

Dean's Ttoad—iX) Ceiling of the ice room repaired.
(2) Tats fixed at the three vegetable markets.

Gintvnitiua—(1) Five new gas lamps provided in place of four old lamps.
(2) Broken floor and walls of stalls repaired and cemented.
(3) A large skylight provided in store room.
(4) Six cement block supports to planking in front of stalls.

(d) Equipment.
(1) “ Eclair ” knapsack spraying and’limewashing machine was purchased at a cost

(o) “ Four Oaks ” dust sprayer was imported at a cost of Rs. 82 32.
(3) Three motion pictures (health series) were purchased from America for

Rs. 835*62.
XXV.—(«) General Sanitation.
summary of the work done by the Outdoor Staff, exclusive of thethe w°rk ijy^the^spector^of _tuy ^,hioh roJ Lorn 74,Mil in 1924 to .83,764 in 1925

still further increase to 91,385 m 1926.
These frequent inspections are of value not only as a means ot detecting and rectjfymir inMnitai’y^conditions^but also because tli^y^eep^Hie^taffi^ui^close^touchjviti^the^people^^^pwe

Associated " fecUous diseases, lack of light and ventilajn in the home, &c.

^ <r,.Aatlv lessoned prevalence ot enteric and plague, and other infectious

**"*’* rpartially umoo « , statement below is the reduction in the number of prosecutions

w,« it mssk.-—*** •» <w*H r

showed a
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.MUNICIPALITY tOF COLOMBO.

(48) Statement of Prosecution, and Conviction.s
73

'■

’during the Year 1926.
No. of 

Prosecu­
tions 

during 
1926.

J
‘No. of 
Convic­
tions 

obtained 
during 

1926.

‘Ordinance or By-law.
Offence. \. H

Section 1, sub-section (1), of Ordinance No H nf i«ro t?-uiSection 1, sub-section (1), of Ordinance No 15 of W9 '* In? ,
Section 1, sub-section (1) of Ordinance No'. 15 of 1862 '• Filthy; dah-y 
Soo ion-1. sub-section . of Ordinance No. 15 of 1802 : Filthy laundry . 4
Sec ion ’ subtc ion q ’ ° °r(?jn““ce No. loof 1802: Nuisance by cfcvme.&c. 91

on Vo Of Ord n (9Vr0t No-15 ot' l!«>2: Selling unwholesome food.. 14
Sec ion .39 of Ordinance No. 1 of 1896: Unlicensed dairy
Sec ion 43 of Ordinance No. 1 of 1898: Storing milk in unauthorised places ... 2
Section 53 ol Ordinance No. 1 of 1898: Unregistered laundry • 23 ... 19
By-law made under Section 4 of Ordinance No. 3 of 1897 : Storing riee in 

unauthorized place
Section 38 of Ordinance No. 3 of 1897 : Failure to close well after notice
By-law made under Sections 109 (1) and 110 (5) of Ordinance No. 6 of 1910 :

Growing vegetables under insanitary conditions 
By-law made under Sections 109 (1) and 110 v5) of Ordinance No. 6 of 1910:

Spitting in public building ...
Section 178 of Ordinance No. 6 of 1910 : Failure to limewask ...
Section 180 of Ordinance No. 6 of 1910 : Failure to fill swampy land
Section 190 of Ordinance No. G of 1910 : Failure to provide privy accommodation 7
Section 184 of Ordinance No. 6 of 1910 : Committing nuisance
Section 205 of Ordinance No. 6 of 1910 : Failure to report infectious disease 
Section 212 of Ordinance No. 6 of 1910 : Unlicensed offensive trades 
Rule 29, chapter VIII., by-laws : Digging pits and wells without permission 
Rule 31, chapter VIII., by-laws : Failure to properly dispose of rubbish 
Rule 32, chapter VIII., by-laws ; Dumping rubbish without permission 
Rule 33. chapter VIII., by-laws : Removing rubbish without permission 
Rule 4, chapter IX., by-laws : Filthy bathing place
Rule 1, chapter XI., by-laws : Unlicensed eating-house
Rule 1, chapter XI., by-laws : Unlicensed bakery
Rule 7, chapter XI., by-laws : Filthy eating-house
Rule 7, chapter XI., by-laws: Filthy bakery ...
Rule 8, chapter XI., by-laws : Unclean workmen in bakery ...
Rule 2, chapter XIII., by-laws : Obstructing the market-keeper in his duties 
Buie 3, chapter XIII., by-laws: Disorderly conduct in public market 
Rule 9 chapter XIII., by-laws: Selling fish or meat without license
Rule 10, chapter XIII., by-laws : Filthy private stall _ -
Rule 20, chapter XIII., by-laws : Unregistered servant in stall ...
Rule 28, chapter XIII., by-laws : Throwing rubbish m market ...
Rule 29, chapter XIII., by-laws : Filthy market stall ...
Rnlo 31 chanter XIII., by-laws: Failure to serve public in stall...
Rule 34’ chapter XIII., by-laws : Obstruction of passages in public markets

S23!;S£Sv.:bfcss:: era °we

'... 813 ... 782
... 3 ..
... 50 ..

-3
48

3
1• 88 .14

11 jj,2

37 ... 20
1 ... — 1

Dll

12 ... 11
1 .

.. 12 ••• 12
93104

21
6

13... 11
2223
34

1012
12
11
22

16 ••• 6 '8196 ■

i22 :107113
2729 :1817 ;11 i5767

4 ir4 1
18 ... 14

?!
v!

1
9 ... 8 i 14949

55
197208 • ;•2929
367393
124132

23 If... 157 ... 147 

Total ... 2,569 2,407

convictions obtained during the year 1926 on prosecutions instituted during the previous year.

(49) Registered Trades during the Year 1926.
Register Number discontinued New Registrations Total on Rearister 

during the Year during the Year. end of the Year, 
under review.

Rule

L i
* Includes

:.
Number on

at end of the pre­
vious Year. 8t 56 ;856* 554Dairies 

Bakeries 
Laundries
Eating-houses 19
Aerated water factories ^
0l 1 * The total given as 56 in the' “ o^of the old dairies recorded

t Includes re-registtation und wer0 established.
Thus only si, new dauyp^^ ^

At end of 
previous Year.

105

354 2843316267 519155148512 12

ns discontinued.

Number reraainirig 
at end of 1926.

Number filled up 
during 1926.

1032
3232San Sebastian 

St. Paul’s 
Kotahena 
New Bazaar

11 11 '!• • •
1363139

Total •

)
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Food Inspection.
74
t

Special attention was, as usual, directed to themiction of baker.es, dames, catmg-hou^, 
and public markets, a record of which is given m Statement ol.

(51) Food Trades InsjKctums during the Year 1926.

f.

r\
i.:
<■

!.
iNumber of Inspections made.

Public Markets.Eating-houses.Dairies.Bakeries.Ward. m40.Fort 
Pcttah
San Sebastian 
St. Paul’s 
Kotahena ... 
Mutwal 
New Bazaar 
Maradana North 
Maradana South 
Dematagoda 
Slave Island 
Kollupitiya 
Cinnamon Gardens 
Bambalapitiya 
Timbirigasyaya 
Wellawatta...

70784991•WfWj !<m55180
95020

999
073187

94195188 Pr100122160155
181' 270192 ?, •

P19619185
433 1144791
53650133 6 -!;540 181124198
176 112264131

340 249 213
166

55 f
203 358 194

243221
237114 315

Total . 2,085 3,142 6,061 1,529

. . Compared with the previous year it will be seen that there has been a very great increase 
<»t activity m the matter of inspection of these important food trades. Thus bakeries inspections
ISTlSS l’09' Qc~’(°b?’-o^inTSf?m 1,97110 3’142’ eating-houses from 3,637 to 6,061, and 

9(t> «,t0 1,?29’ the Case °f bakeries antl dairies’in order t0 facilitate super- 
hung un unon^he wnn^m? mspect!p" re.c°rd shef is kept on each premises, in a glazed frame 
with cbte and inhh iT^T^'V1.814 Ef* ^ a SanUa’'-v Inspector has to be entered thereon, 
by the higher staff" and once „Spec ?*' ^kese sheets are examined and verified from time to time sheete beingthfftaSd. QUaltei' are bro-ught t0 the head office for purposes of record,

0)2) Foodstuffs condemned during tin: Year 

(ci) In the Town.

i

new
'
i1926.

Rice
Flour
Potatoes
Apples
Grapes
Dhall
Onions
Meat
Fish

1.212 bushels and 3 measures. 
62 hags and 410 lb.
73 bags and 23,057 lb.
15 cases.
435 barrels.
1 bushel and 1.898 lb.
1,750 lb.
305| lb.
10 oz.

(b) At the Customs.
Sardines 
Dry fish 11 cases.

2 bundles.
(c) At Chalmers Granaries.

{d) At Kochchikade Warehouse.

Rice
907 bushels and 18 measures.

Potatoes I
197 bags. 1

1XXVI.—Dairies a
During the AND UlhK Supply.

j» 2 «&M«£grC5Jj|,gjJL» s new msiaktoni

m,r ■—
P 0 CCl t0 rcsort ^ the most gro°^ 5® ^ant unregistered

and dangerous adnIteration-

■



MUNICIPALITY OF COLOMBO.

IAs mentioned earlier in this Report, no fewer than 3,142 inspections of the 56 
dairies were carried out by the Sanitary Inspectors during the year, as compared wiui a. - 
inspections during the previous year. This is in accordance with a standing departmental ^ 
that every dairy must be visited at least once a week throughout the year. The resui rj9
frequent inspections was that 33 of the 56 dairies were involved in prosecutions cnc i ® 
convictions for various offences as detailed in the statement below. One dairyman wa 
,10 less than 15 times, viz., 9 times for adulteration, 5 times for filthy prennses and once ^ 
Moving milk improperly. The next worst record was 11 convictions, o oi w .^Iteration, 4 for filthy premises, and 1 for overcrowding of cattle.

(53) Town Dairies.

75 '!

V *
V
\ i

Number of Convictions in I92G.
No. of 

Convictions,
Adulteration of Milk 
Excess Cattle 
Filthy Dairy
Storing Milk in unauthorized place

53
29

V - 48... Ap 2
Total number of convictions ... 132

Quality of the Milk Supply,
Prior to 1904 no systematic investigation of the quality of the milk produced by the dairy 

cattle in Colombo had been carried out, and consequently there was no standard whereby samples 
exposed for sale could be judged and action taken. It was, therefore, decided (o carry out a series 
of tests, a special Inspecter being appointed for the purpose. Over 1,000 samples were thus taken 
in 1904-1905, including about 500 samples of cows milk and 500 of buffalo milk. Each sample 
was drawn in the presence of the Inspector, due precautions being taken to ensure cleanliness and 
complete stripping of the udder. Both morning and evening milkings were taken, and the samples 
thus obtained were conveyed direct to the City Analyst by the Inspector. As the result of this 
investigation the City Analyst (the late Mr. Kelway Bamber) recommended the adoption of the 
following standard, viz.:—

•!

'

Buffalo.Cow.
16*012'0Total Solids 

Fat
Solids not Fat

7*03*5
II9*0S’5

The Municipal Council in due course approved of this standard, which, was accordingly 
adopted by the Public Health Department pending confirmation by legislation. The question of 
legislation was, however, postponed year after year pending the adoption of a comprehensive Food 
and Drugs Act which, although drafted by a special committee with the Attorney-General as 
Chairman and approved, has not up to date received the sanction of Government. The position, 
therefore, is that for over 20 years the Public Health Department has been working to the 
provisional standard referred to above.

In view of the fact that the standard has not been made law, coupled with the fact that a 
certain small proportion of the milch cattle here undoubtedly do at times produce milk which falls 
slightly below the standard as the result of underfeeding, poor condition, &c , it has long been the 
practice not to enter prosecution as a rule for degrees of adulteration below' 10 per cent, as judged 
by the provisional standard. This is undoubtedly unsatisfactory, but until a standard has been 
fixed by lawr it is inadvisable to depart from this practice.

(’•1

1
ij

rr;i

Purity of the Milk Supply.

milk supplied by good class dairies in England. He has pointed out, on tiie other hand ^L ti ‘ 
ti r ftlC ooncIlt,OIls liei'e are very much in favour of rapid multiplication of bacteria and’iufn^ 
therefore, surprising that very high bacterial counts are liable to be obtained when milk hL 
kept for some time at ordinary atmospheric temperatures. For this reason it is essential HpiAw 

;.ni.lk’ If k°Pt. should be artificially cooled, and that it should be consumed as soon as possible 
it is drawn. Not only so but, in view of the widespread prevalence of enteric and other infections 
amongst the indigenous population and the notorious carelessness of servauts, the precaution nf soiling or pasteurising milk immediately before consumption should never be omitted. 01

As regards adulteration of milk during 1926, reference is requested to the annexed ranm.* by the City Analj-.st. It will be seen that of 1,163 samples examined, 755 or 05 per cent dJsp i 
the provisional standard, 274 or 23*6 per cent, of the samples showed excess of between 1 and H 
Per cent, of water, 83 or 7*1 per cent, showed excess of between II and 30 per cent, of water and

or 4 4 per cent, showed excess of over 30 per cent, of water.
The following classification of milk samples according to the source of the sample shows 

le usual significant contrast between milk derived from registered dairies and that from 
hregistered dairymen. Omitting the low degrees of adulteration amounting to not more than 10 

11°}' .cont- added water, it will be seen that whereas only 0 j per cent, of the samples from registered 
* airies in the town were adulterated, no less than 4oo per cent, of the samples taken*from

unegistered milkmen were adulterated.

f

<
1
:

I
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(54) Milk SampUW

Statement showing the number of samplesa^^ ^

ihYear 1026. 

ted with water up to 10 per-cent.
f 76 thedurhW

i
\

All Adulteration^

dumber 
adul­

terated.

10 Per Cent. /I.Aboved under.10 Per Cent-/ Cent./ I 
adul. / 

terate/*“

Per Cent, 
adul­

terated.

s* ■Number
adul­

terated.
per Cent, 

adul­
terated.

Number 
adul­

terated.
022 - 241 - 

26 1L3 -
19 ... 21-8 .-

Number of 
Samples 
taken.Source of Sample. 6‘5 — 282 2'j'fi 

94 ... 627 
23 ... 267

.CO­
OS - 45-3 -

4 ... 4'6
... 923 - 
.. 150 -Town dairies 

Unregistered vendors ■
Dairies ontsioe Colombo ... 8 * 399 34711‘413223'0267... 1,160Total

Department. public Health Department has worked for 20
The “ Provisional Milk Standard, to

Note.—

years is as follows: Buffalo,Cow.
. • 12*0 16‘0

Total solids 7*08*5Fat 908*3Solids not fat

The Public Health Department was, as hitherto, much indebted to the Colombo Ladies’ |

j~«FS£ss$rcompetition amongst the dairymen, and systematically inspect and judge the dames entered foi the 
competition. The writer has had ample evidence that, these competitions have engendered an 
entirely new and much to be desired keenness amongst, the dairymen to keep the sanitary state or 
their dairies up to as high a standard as possible, and to avoid adulteration of their milk supply, a 
conviction for which automatically renders them ineligible for awards.

In their reports on dairies for the year 1926, the Ladies’ League expressed their pleasure 
at finding an all round improvement in the condition of the dairies visited.

The following are their chief awards for the year 1926 :—

... Won by Mrs. R. Koch, Glen rose Dairy, Havelock road.

;

Challenge Cup
1!A Division.

... Won by Mr. C. B. Fernando, May cliff, Blomendahl road. 

B Division.

... Won by Mr. Clarence do Vos, Clarenden Dairy, 
Wellawatta road.

Silver Medal I

Silver Medal

-. BRST" by «—* c-“"
;XX'VTi.—Bakeries.

During the year 1926 the registration of 3 
registrations were granted, leaving a total of 55 bakeries on tbn 1>vas ciincelled and 4

Twenty-eight bakeries were involved in these convictions. ’ (letai*e<1 below, were obtained*

,as

As in the case of dairies, the Colombo Ladies’ Learns « 
prizes, and by inspecting and judging such of the bakerip* *a e us great assistance by offering 
Some idea of the keen interest which these competitions wer? entei*ed for the competition-
no fewer than 48 of the total of 55 registered bakeries wer?l gathered from the fact that
awarded prizes and certificates, while 10 others, which Wi “ 'vith the result that 17 were 
marks assigned by the|League’s visitors, had to be disquaUfied mv^ J5 Per cenfc* and upwards in 
instance of the Sanitary Inspectors. While it is regretted SnT -to Evictions obtained at the 
League’s visitors to attain such a high standard as 75 percen? ^®ncs* were found by the
qualified on account of actions instituted by the offiecra» should have been dis- 

tha^thlS slf^uld. occV:r °wh>g to the far more freciueme*PubllC Health Depai*tment, it is

r— -4 clothing. “» «l«»n, ,

. T4ie general conclusion ot the Ladies’ Leaom. , 
deteriorated during the year, which is borne out by theS that the bakeries ... , . ,„lVe
filthy bakery premises during the year as compared"

■
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m
municipality

OF COLOMBO.The following the details of the 
(55) Registered Bakeries

are
convictions during 1026. 

i’l Colombo.
li

Number of Convictions, 1926. fOffence.
Filthy bakery 
Unclean workmen 
Failure to obtain license

No. of Convictions.
27
18

1
Toiul number of’convictions ...

ese convictions,
the chief awards by the Ladies’ Leag

46
N.B.-28 bakerics were involved in th a V, !The following

Challenge Cup
are /_ ue during 1926 :—

M on by P. N. Kapadia of 56, Rifle street. £

A Division.
... Won by D. M. Silva of 182, Mutwal si?r 

B Division.
... Won by W. D. John Singho of 63, Blomendahl road. 

Best Bread Competition.

Silver Medal f
Gold Medal

A Division.
... Won by P. N. Kapadia of 24, First Cross street.

B Division.
... Won by M. W. D. F. Appuhamy of 47, Barber street. 

XXVIII.—Eating-houses.

Silver Medal

Silver Medal

There were 512 eating-houses on the register at the end of 1925 : during 1926, 148 were 
discontinued and 155 new registrations were granted, leaving 519 on the register at the end of 
the year.

These frequent changes add to the difficulty of supervising these establishments. Special 
difficulty was experienced during the year in the matter of sanitary control, owing to the very 
defective powers conferred by the existing by-laws. It was, therefore, decided to amend them, and 
a revision by the Chairman on the lines of the Local Government Board rules was accordingly 
adopted by the Council, and has been submitted to Government for sanction.

The questions of the quality of food supplied, and the adequacy of latrine accommodation 
and drainage of eating-houses were also raised during the year.

It was pointed out in reply that the public who frequent these eating-houses are very 
critical of the quality of the food supplied to them and would not tolerate the use of decomposed 
ingredients in their curries, with the result that it is. very rare to find food unfit for consumption 
on such premises. As regards latrine accommodation and drainage, a special report (No. 178 of 
August 17, 1926.) was submitted in which it was recorded that out of a total of 469 eating- 
houses then on the register 141 had latrines attached, of which 100 were connected to the sewer 
and 41 were on the bucket system, while 328 had no latrines, these latter premises being merely 
roadside establishments the occupants of which resort either to public lavatories or latrines in 
adjacent premises. It was decided to enforce connection to the sewer of the 41 latrines mentioned 
as not being so connected, and that, in future, no new eating-house with an attached latrine which 
could be connected to the sewer should be registered, unless and until connection had been 

• effected. The existing by-laws do not, as a matter of fact, provide for the enforcement of such a 
condition, but this will be rectified when the revised by-laws come into force.

Water Factories.XXIX.—Aerated
No change in the matter of registration occurred during the year, the total number of 

these factories remaining, as in the previous year, at twelve.
XXX.—Laundries.

the list at the end of 1925; during 1926, 16 
anted, leaving a total of 284 on the registerThere were 267 registered dhobies 

of these were cancelled and 33 new registrations » 
at the end of the year.

In addition to 
une at Wekanda and the 
the latter has thirty-two stones. Dermit. of a series of additional Municipal laundries

A scheme for the provision, as nmi P ^ insanitary private laundries, was submitted 
to serve the whole town, and replace the: ex b ^ t-me of writing the question of the erection
in Special Report No. 161 of April 19, p0iwatta and the other at Skinner’s road south is
Of two such additional laundries, viz., one ai
nnder consideration. . *be matter of providing suitable accommodation

A great deal still remains to be done i ■ n lhig shonl(l be regarded as a matter of first 
for dhobies in Colombo, and in the i fnnds for Municipal purposes is under consideration, 
■class importance when the annual alloca 101

Oil

Municipal manual laundries on up-to-date lines, viz., 
of which has thirty washing stones andformer
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■[.-MOSQUITO 1 RL d six overseers, employed by «, i 

Public Health Departmen . . the town. Then ^01v private premises are invariably j

»rr * TT /*W»\o the householders, who are mstiuctea interest m this work and many,4 -
Th educated classes for the most survey of then- premises |

troubled with mosquKoes make a * others, it must be admitteck-stiu £"-»1 »«to koep U,o„. Xh.

CEYLON ni7S
}

y

' them now, when 
‘— requisitioning the

rely upon their immunity
tree from fuosqnito breeding places. da ;md demonstrations carried on by the i

It >s hoped that, as the result of the [)iop^ . mosquito breeding as a preventable }. •
Municipal st' ff, public opinion will at no d^aut U^ ^ be made a punishable offence unde,- ■ ’•

V
W-

.
nuisance and^urce 
the public healt1" 'laws. (56) Anti-Mosquito Work, 1926. 

(1) Complaints from Householders. %r
222

Number of complaints received .. •
Number of premises visited ...
Number of potential breeding places found 
Number of actual breeding places found

1,113
39,053

2,979

it> .

(2) General Inspection Work.
1,453Number of premises visited

Number of tenements visited
Number of potential breeding places found
Number of actual breeding places found

(3) Summary.

k-3v3
62,043

3,929

222Number of complaints received ... 
Number of premises inspected 
Number of tenements inspected ... 
Number of potential breeding places found 
Number of actual breeding places found

2,566
323

101,096 1
6,908

XXXII.—Disinfecting and Cleansing.
Disinfection.—7,967 premises were disinfected during the year, and 147 vail loads, 

comprizing 3,448 articles of clothing, &c., were disinfected in the equifex steam disinfector.
Cleansing.—4,730 private premises were scavenged by the Public Health Department 

Cleansing Gang; 1,257 cleansing and limewashing notices were served and 10,624 dwellings were, 
as a result, cleansed and limewashed by the owners or occupants.

XXXIII.—Housing.
, , „Tbe «VSatj°n of the P°,st of Inspector of Insanitary Dwellings has, in the writer’s opinion,
been fully justified by the work carried out during the year by Mr. R. A. Horan

The following is Mr. Horan’s Report

!

!
I

REPORT FOR 1926 OF THE INSPECTOR OF INSANITARY BUILDINGS.

••«—« T-icompletely improved, and certificates cancelling the closing order issued™6 ' ^ tenemeuts bel1 ® 
In addition to these 31 premises, there were at tb* 

comprising 1,319 tenements in which improvements were beinrr 2^. tbe year' 70 Pre^is?& 
abeyance, owing to lack of funds, or some such reason. ‘arried out, or, temporarily m

In 24 premises, including 392 tenements, the imnrovemfmfo i ,
completed although work has been going on since 1925. In all tl e. ilave.not been satisfactorily 
have been carried out without any unnecessary unkousin* ese premises fcbe improvements

It has been necessary to enter 45 prosecutions aiminst ^ „ .
premises to be vacated. This was only done where the imm-ovr,^ !lers for Tailing to cause 
done at all, as it is our policy to have the improvements effector! w?re llluch delayed, or not 
to the tenants. There is no law empowering prosecution of tho rk1 1 * e ^east possible hardship 
improvements. 01 tfte °*ner for failing to carry out the

their

t-ive trouble^1 ^ 1,641 tenements dealt with during the year in only two cases did the occupants
a^‘m?n Kht cte'the01 th°

ownpv^Gai’iiu two there are many 
as <tle^ in India leaving no

Two cases of the greatest importance

ssursui snr”have not yet been heard.

to this work, i,e
were decided L s opJtn space of fifteen feet 

Appeals have been lodLi ¥uniciPal Magistrate in
against these decisions but

ago.

K- A- HORAN,
°r 01 fusiiuitary Buildings.LispectFebruary 14, 1927.

i
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<57) Statement of Work clone by tjlP

it

0P COLOMBO. * >79

I as s as *■ !W m'- • ;
I .

103!• ^-ofapp,i^r
closing orders

\ 4. Number of “ closingwclers’■ order 
•>. Number of applications fn,. “ '?8u?d 
6. Number of applications for “ ! Wlg 0,'dci' ” stnick °ff 

V 7. Number of closing notices nm1im80rder”Pending
\g. -Number of premife™^, rf1 ?“ ^Mings 

v). Number of tenements vw ?*ter, °!osinS order ”
10. Number ^SStSSSi ® 'h™

Number „( :lJ
«) Number of tenements in (11)
(J ^'™ ,0r ot' tenements demolished in (1 ])| ^ssnssawa, m as5ssssxrh«>.
YJ{ ^«mber of windows enlarged in (11)” 

number-of rooms cemented in (11) 
yl Number of masonry partitions removed in (11) .. 
UJ Number of plank partitions removed in (11) 
y?< "timber of gunny partitions removed in (11)
u; Number of rooms in which 

by trellis in (11)
(m) Space unroofed square feet in (11)
00 Length of roof raised in feet

100 is,
65
58

1
17

830a
10/,-'
2<v811.

il
A42

?? 103
_<"- 257

47
170
202
48

433
13
29

masonry wall have been replaced
79

... 2,395 

... 1,416

(58) List of Premises improved during 1926.

Ward. Promises.
St. Paul’s ... .No. 5, Brassfounder street. 
St. Paul’s ... No. 14, Brassfounder street. 
St. Paul’s 
St. Paul’s 
St. Paul’s 
St. Paul’s 
St. Paul’s 
St. Paul’s 
St. Paul’s 
St. Paul’s 
St. Paul’s 
St. Paul’s 
St. Paul’s 
St. Paul’s 
St. Paul’s 
St. Paul’s 
St, Paul’s

Ward. Premises.
St. Paul’s 
St. Paul’s 
St. Paul’s
Slave Island ... No. 22/1-22/10, Station passage. 
Slave Island ... No. 22/23-22/40, Station passage. 
Slave Island ... No. 22/65-22/70, Station passage.

No» 64-74, Ferry lane.
2-6, Shorts road.

Slave Island ... No. 50-56, Malay street.

... No. 63, Gintupitiya street. 

... No. 8. Andival street.

... No. 9/10, Andival street.No. 20, Brassfounder street.
No. 24, Brassfounder street.
No. 26, Brassfounder street.
No. 27, Brassfounder street.
No. 35, Brassfounder street.
No. 50, Brassfounder street.
No. 52, Brassfounder street.
No. 48, Chekku street.
No. 53, Chekku street.
No. 54, Chekku street.
No. 60, Chekku street.
No. 94, Chekku street.
No. 96, Chekku street.
No. 106, Chekku street. ...
No. 18/19, Gintupitiya street, Kollupitiya ... No. 14, Kollupitiya lane.

] |

-Slave Island

Kollupitiya ... No. 5, Muhandiram’s road. 
Kollupitiya ... No. 19, Muhandiram’s road. 
Kollupitiya
Kollupitiya ... No. 7, Kollupitiya lane.

No. 39, Muhandiram’s road.

XXXIV.—Dispensaries.

and San
Established February 1,1910.

Slave Island Established July 1,1914.
St. Paul’s ••• Established November 1, 1919.
Maradana ••• *” Established April 1,1922.
Modera ••• . Established March 1,1926.
New Bazaar and San Sebastian

to establish a sixth dispensary at Wellawatta,decided during the year 
effect to.It was further

of the work done at the various dispensaries during
The following is a summary

the year:— in 1926.Municipal Dispensaries 
Island Dispensary.

(59) Work done at the 
(a) Slave

18,446
34,434Number of patients treated 

Number of visits by patients
Daily average attendance ^ Medical Officer

as: s ssQ&sssb - ■— ■-
Number of subjects inoculated agmns

110
140
161

2
181

6
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{b) St. Paul's Dispensary.
CFjYLOX

89
13,114
18,603Number of patients treated 

Number of visits by patients 
Daily average attendanceNumber of outdoor visits paid by the Medical Officer 
Number of cases sent in by Health Visitors’ tickets Number of labour cases where medical or surgical aid rendered

Number of Municipal employees treated
ber of subjects inoculated against T}rphoid

(c) Maradona

\

S

v
Num Dispensary.

22,795
13,298 i!

Ni\nber of patients treated 
Number of visits by patients 
DailTOf er$ge attendanceNumb7^)f outdoor visits paid by the Medical Officer 
Number o*f cases sent in by Health Visitors’ tickets 
Number of labour cases where medical or surgical aid rendered
Number of Municipal employees treated 
Number of subjects inoculated against Typhoid

id) Modern Dispensary.

74
:125

137

67
26

ft12,073
19,423Number of patients treated 

Number of visits by patients 
Daily average attendanceNumber of outdoor visits paid by the Medical Officer 
Number of cases sent in by Health Visitors’ tickets 
Number of labour cases where medical or surgical aid rendered 
Number of Municipal employees treated 
Number of subjects inoculated against Typhoid

(e) New Bazaar Dispensary.
(Opened in March. 1926).

!■63
291

14
18

181
12

i

6,445
12,460Number of patients treated 

Number of visits by patients 
Daily average attendance
Number of outdoor visits paid by the Medical Officer 
Number of cases sent in by Health Visitors’ tickets 
Number of labour cases where medical or surgical aid rendered 
Number of Municipal employees treated 
Number of subjects inoculated against Typhoid

52
22
64

2
i49

1

NXXV.—Child Welfare.
The staff employed upon this important and rapidly growing branch of Public health 

work was increased during the year by the appointment of two, making a total of thirteen Dean 
Visitors, one of whom was posted to Kotahena and the other to San Sebastian V ard. ui 
additional Midwife was also appointed and posted to St. Paul’s bringing the total up to eight.

Dr. (Mrs.) Rowlands’ report upon the work of this branch during the year is reproduced 
hereafter. As she points out, the marked improvement in the infant mortality rate during the 
last two years is a most gratifying feature, and is a great encouragement for the future. It reflects 
great credit upon Dr. Rowlands and her Health Visitors and Midwives, and it is with much regret 
that I have to record Dr. Rowlands’ decision to resign her appointment on account of ill health.

As regards the supply, by this branch, of free milk to infants, a total of 2,162 gallons 
5 pints and 8 ounces was issued at a cost of Rs. 5.190*90. As Dr. Rowlands points out there are 
many more poor children and, I may add, mothers, to whom the issue of good clean milk, either 
free or at cost price, would be a great boon; but no material extension of this form of relief 
should, in my opinion, be embarked upon, unless due regard is had to the selection of suitable 
recipients, supervision in regard to the purchase and issue of milk, and the adoption of a proper 
system of keeping the accounts by the branch concerned. As a preliminary to this it is advisable 
that there should be established a system of milk depots for the receipt, storage, manipulation, and 
distribution of the milk.

1

DR. (MRS.) ROWLANDS’ REPORT,’.
Thu Medical Officer o£ Health, Colombo.

I HAVE the honour to submit my report on the Maternity and Child Welfare Rmnoli oi" 
your Department for the year ending December 31, 1926. 0 Branc“

would have been established before the end of the year, without which ncverH I hoped
were satisfactory. There has, however, been a slight increase in the staff the* *le*efis t^ie results 
Visitors increasing from 11 in 1925 to 13 in 1926 and the Midwives from 7 in1925
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}A very noteworthy feature of our campaign and gratifying too, is that the poor now
nv assistance and advice very readily and take advantage of the Ante“^^ .. nd’ ChildAffording ns a much greater scope for the achievement of the object of Mate 5 

tvelfare work.

81

1

Health Visitors.
A few transfers were effected, as found 

posted for duty as follows:—

Two in St. Paul’s.
Two in Slave Island.
Two in New Bazaar.
Two in Mutwal.

VuStors ’
\

necessary, daring the year. The thirteen Healthwere

Three in Maradana. 
One in Kotahena.
One in San Sebastian.

?
$

was found necessary*for the J^itors, viz., one in Kotahena and qne-ix San Sebastian
to tbit had none. in those areas' who previously
out of Diace to emnhasi^ .le1su, °f our campaign has been satisfactory, it may not be
some members of ^ h?cl *\ere bee11 more co-operation and discipline amongst
89 254 visits naid hvtii* tt0 in 1^?u..ts might baYe been far more satisfactory. There have been 
2 785 over the same period fnS l° ll0meS °f Uie ,100,'in 1926’ which !s “ inCreaSe °f

Midwifery.'
This section of the scheme lias continued 

increase in the number of 
later under this same heading.

There were seven Midwives in 1925 and eight in 1926. being posted as follows
One in San Sebastian 
Two in St. Paul’s 
One in New Bazaar 
One in Kotahena

to work very satifactorily and a marked 
cases attended to by our Midwives is noticed in the figures shown

One in Mutwal 
One in Slave Island 
One in Maradana

The number of confinements attended by these Midwives was 1,009 in 1926, as compared 
with 872 in 1925 and 529 in 1924. This represents the birth of 1,024 children. It might be as 
well to state that this increase was not borne proportionately by all the Midwives, but was more 
confined to those in St. Paul’s, San Sebastian, and Slave Island Wards.

During 1926 two cases of operative midwifery were undertaken by me, in which one was 
successfully conducted with forceps, although under very adverse conditions, and the other a case 
where a morbidly adherent placenta was digitally removed, this one also being successful. Both 
of these cases were in Wolfendahl.

Ante-Natal Clinics.
As in 1925 these clinics were conducted by me weekly at each of the five Municipal 

Dispensaries during the year under review, where the attendance was larger than the previous
year.

435 ante-natal cases were treated by me at these clinics, as compared with 336 in 1925. 
656 other patients were also treated, as compared with 417 in 1925, these being chiefly post-natal
cases and infants.

Free Milk.
126 infants were supplied with free milk during 1926, as compared with 70 in 1925. 

All of these without an exception were very deserving cases and there are still many more who 
could do with free milk, provided the vote under this heading could be increased.

Results.
under review is satisfactory as reckoned fromwork for the yearThe results of our

comparative figures hereunder:—Infant mortality rate per thousand for 1924 was 239.
Infant mortality rate per thousand for 1925 was 220.
Infant mortality rate per thousand for 1926 was 204.

more as time goes on.and l hope that this will decrease
The above rate is very gratifying.

. . I regret, however, that pai
ue to ill-heaith, and in so doing must ex 

undertaking. the very kind and courteous manner in which you 
, In conclusion 1 must your assistance and advice,
have at. all times received me on matter RACHEL S. ROWLANDS,

Medical Officer of Health (Child Welfare.)Assistant
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conducted by Midwives, 1926.
CEYLON 

(60) List of Cases
Va I *f *

Number of Cases. «■* •

\
•vL,

sO

>- 3Ward. 43 sName. 2J2 2.Qi- s‘A O5 oa oto a& C3 o2 oa o O<1o QQra<fa

3214 1618 15171391213 1891119San Sebast ian 
New Bazaar.. 
Kotahena ... 
Maradana ... 
Sdave Island. 
St. Paul’s ... 
St. Paul’s ... 
Mutwal 
Mutwal

Angelina Fwnando 
P. Medlin jfterera. 
Emily DirccKfce ... 
D. B. Dias \c... 
Rosaline Peroral 
N. Dharmaratna... 
M. Sathasivam ... 
D. M. Pallewela... 
Nona Hamy

154 146 874744 8795
:

9 82210 99776 89911 10 121298 64857 9687 15 221613 14 16151719 7 1911522
20 2114 3723 1614142011 2188 20
119 115 5 511 i ;9106 8252

8 7 153 4 64342 56 !
169 16 :

Total ... 1,024

(61) Statement of Expenditure on Milk Supplied to Infants by the 
Child Welfare Branch during 1926.

Amount.
Rs. c.
347 90 
311 90 
433 50 
438 20 
502 40 
467 90 
462 40

iAmount. 
Rs. c.

Month.

January
February
March
April
May
June
July

Month

August
September
October
November
December

442 60 
402 40 
517 20 
424 0 
440 50 !

Total ... 5,190 90

Non-Municipal Child Welfare Work.
arainst^S the.Governme?t Ante-natal Clinic, with 948 first visits during the
against- fi„S during the previous year, there is evidence of a steadily growing popularity.

The Child Welfare Association's Creche. 
the year i£H°n0l'ary SecretaiT oi' ** Creche has kindly furnished

year, as

i

the following figures for

Average daily attendance = 42137 children ranging from
.The creche, in addition to being 

educative value.
one week to ten years of age. 

a great boon to poor working mothers, has a great

Ceylon Social Service League.
endeavour, including four free^ilk'der^tsta clhdcfornaor* ,C°Vei' a ™id®.field of philanthropic 

and a number of free night schools. ^°01 women and children, slum visitation,

were distributed during the year. At^ f°d’ and 3’7S0 bottlcs oi milk 
Loll bottles of milk were distributed. 1 1 pot an averase of 35 babies are fed, and

At Kotahena depot 
distributed daily.

)
!

:an average of 30 babies are fed, and 9 to 10 bottles of milk 

was recently opened, 16 babies

were 1

a'-e fed, and about 350

SESSSSsSsj^s ayscSSKitS" re"t• »are in reality cases o ” ;" most of «»« fatal eases reported in’Cnl^t rec?,rdcd in the Public 
such cases in the Ita *e action taken so °ora “ CT?tinued

The occurrence Vn r ? 0"S disease8‘ " W “ 1903 include
very fatal fever is said to ho o£ a case o£ melioidosis in a v,,,. . .
so far that has been recorded i„ Cotam™ *” Rang00n’ bnt ease referred to iftf n“\ ThiS 

Dr. Hirst remarks on tl 116 °n ^ one

Special attention is invited to n w- » matenal for
plague, a subject in regard to which he is a S^2a^SS,,.U8,,UiaIUOn

i

'

on the Parasitology of
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XXXVII.—Analytical Work.
yses are carried out on behalf of the Council in the laboratory of Mr. A. the City Analyst. His report for the year 192G is annexed.

XXXVIII.—Staff Changes.
The following changes in the personnel of the staff occurred during the year :
Assistant Medical Officer of Health.—Dr. F. N. Jayawardana appointed Third Assis an 

rvVedical Officer of Health on August 3,1926, in place of Dr. E. R. Loos, retired.
\ Medical Officers.—Dr. James F. Peiris 

on 12’ 192G’ ®ew post)

83. i* »

Chemical anal

Bruce.

appointed Medical Officer, New Bazaar Dispensary,
on JanuaSTlS; in^iaJe Sanit^ Inspector

1926, in RViSfSaffSP InSPeCt°r’ aPP°inted Sanitary InSPe0t°' °n APH110>
Belief Inspector. Mr. J. P. J. Mendis, Sub-Inspector, appointed Relief Sanitary Inspector 

on January 1, 1926, m place of Mr. M. M. Molligoda, promoted.
Mr. R. C. Mackellar, Supervisor, Conservancy Branch, appointed Relief Sanitary Inspector 

on July 5, 1926, in place of Mr. J. P. J. Mendis, promoted.
Sub-Inspector.—Mr. H. B. Karunatilleke appointed Sanitary 

1926, in place of Mr. J. P. J. Mendis, promoted.
. Cle?'Jcs.—Mr. E. B. Fernando appointed Clerk 

Ramapulle, resigned.
Mr. J. R. G. Vaz appointed Clerk on June 30,1926. (New post.)
Mr. F. A. de Silva appointed Clerk on September 1, 1926, as a result of Mr. M. H. C. 

Cooray’s promotion as Head Clerk, Municipal Assessor’s Department.
Apothecaries.—Mr. A. N. P. Gunatilleke appointed Clerk-Apothecary, Slave Island 

Dispensary on January 2,1926. (New post.)
Mr. A. Canagasunderam appointed Relieving Apothecary on March 9,1926. (New post.)

Sub-Inspector on March 1.

on March 3, 1926, in place of Mr. M.

Mr. H. S. A. Fernando appointed Apothecary, Slave Island Dispensary, on May 7, 1926,
in place of Mr. A. N. P. Gunatilleke, transferred to New Bazaar Dispensary.

Mr. G. P. Jayawardana appointed Apothecary on December 24, 1926, in place of Mr. A. 
Canagasunderam, discontinued.

Markct-lceepers.—Mr. D. L. Perera, Market-keeper, St. John’s market, appointed Market- 
keeper, Slave Island market, on May 15, 1926. (New post.)

Mr. L. I. V. de Alwis appointed Assistant Market-keeper, Kotahena market, on January 5, 
1926, in place of Mr. D. C. Kottacki, promoted.

Mr. P. D. Martin appointed Assistant Market-keeper, Dean’s road market, on January 5, 
1926, in .place of Mr. B. de Andrado, appointed Assistant Superintendent, Slaughter-house.

Mr. M. A. Perera appointed Assistant Market-keeper, Edinburgh market, on May 17, 
1926, as a result of Mr. D. L. Perera’s promotion.

Fernandes appointed Assistant Market-keeper, Slave Island, on May 15.Mr. Leo
1926. (New post.)

Mr. J. A. M. Samarasingke appointed Assistant Market-keeper, ICollupitiya market, on
April 23, 1926, in place of Mr. T. H. Dole, resigned.

Mr. S. A. Mariampulle, appointed Assistant Market-keeper, Ivollupitiya market, on 
July 5, 1926* in place of Mr. J. A. M. Samarasingke, resigned.

Health Visitors.—Mrs. I. Marsden appointed Health Visitor, New Bazaar Dispensary, on
January 27, 1926. (New post.)

Miss A. Schokman appointed Health 
1926. (New post.)

Mid wives.—Mrs. Mary Sathasivam 
1926. (New post.)

Mrs. D. M. Pallewela appoin 
midwife Nonno Hamy, retired.

Telephone Operator.—Mr. Albert de 
1926, in place of Mr. L. A. Nanayakkara, resigned.

Visitor, New Bazaar Dispensary, on January 27.

ppointed Midwife, St, Paul’s Division, on January 4, 

ted Midwife, Mutwal Division, on March 1,1926, in place of

a

Alwis appointed Telephone 0 pern tor, on July 20,

The End-

As. * »8 months service as Medical Officei or ^ therefore, take this opportunity of gratefully 
which I shall be privileged to satm • * lissistance which I have always received from all

4 —*w *“* 10

the work of the Department. fln(j this I most sincerely do, is that the staff will
The best that I can wish my successo }ovaity and assistance that they have always given 

continue to afford him the same measure o 
to myself.

on successfully

W. MARSHALL PHILIP,
Medical Officer of Health.

Maligakanda, March 18, 1927.

BJSP
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MICROBIOLOGIST

be divided into two main categories tj,

FOR 1926.
THE cityREPORT ' OF

J rmayThe medical activities of this laboratory

the bacteriology of water anil sel!ve to Hlust.-ate the epidemiological side of the work.

MBSSSSSS? 5 «-* - “ ^V’S^SS‘St7&
BSigSSjSft 3Si*> «•—““ "m”n to,ly "■on ,hs wMe- “or
satisfactory from a practical point of view. ., , . . .advantage of this class of investigation is that suitable material is readily 

i • • f rtvomirinfimi ” Thus bubonic plague is a disease oi rats spread by fleas. We have 
ample'mKins'of^xamining rats and collecting fleas in all parts of the city. The infestation of the 
mil with liookworm iarvie can be determined from specimens collected by the laboiatory staff, the 
-ame is true of work on the. water supply, wells, polluted streams and rivers. The opportunities 
on the epidemiological side are, therefore, satisfactory. Hence the progress achieved.

The weak spot in our defences against the man-killing bowel infections, such as enteric 
and dysentery, is on the side of the personal infection from the individual patient; not only must 
there be manv unrecognized cases of these diseases spreading the infection by personal contact in 
the acute infective stage, but the number of apparently healthy carriers of both enteric and 
dysentery is indubitably very large in such a city as Colombo.

From the preventive point of view the aim of the diagnostic side of the laboratory work 
is to enable these personal foci of infection to be localized and to give scientific accuracy to our 
vital statistics, which are vitiated by diagnoses such as “continued fever,” the equivalent of a much 
abused expression “pyrexia of unknown origin,” which was the bane of the army epidemiologists 
in prebacteriological days. This class of work is also important in its personal aspects since the 
bacteriological diagnosis of communicable disease is becoming ever more necessary for treatment as 
well as for prevention. Formerly diseases such as pneumonia, dysentery, and enteric were treated as 
it they were definite clinical entities attributable to a single cause. We now know that they express 
the reaction of the human body to three separate groups of micro-organisms, some of which differ 
very markedly from others of the group.

v

AV0
;

The great

i

Pneumonia is the principal cause of mortality in Colombo ; 942 deaths in 1925 and 920 in 
1920. Our knowledge of the bacteriology of this dangerous disease is rapidly increasing. The 
principal types have been differentiated in America, Europe, South Africa, and India, but so far no 
systematic work on these lines has been done in Ceylon. The types of pneumonia, like those of 
enteric and dysentery, vary considerably in their geographical distribution so that, the problem must 
be investigated anew for each region of the world. Some types respond much more readily to 
treatment than others.

The increasing aggregation of masses of the population in large towns seems to be 
associated with a tendency to a relative increase in the prevalence of air borne diseases such as 
"mip »mi irr’-’V™: cfel)ro-spinal meningitis. As the difficulty in providing adequate air 
spread of beCOmeS c™ondingly difficult to control the

racial stilus which ,?10^em solve itself by a process of natural selection, those
gradually eliminated Put* twJ ^ necessaiT immunity to air borne respiratory infections being

*grountls for bacteriological research will
that already available for smallpox Centeric U-md a^mst t.hls snmP of diseases corresponding to 
promising field for the use of autogenous vawinesln 8180 Bppea™ 10 ^ *

deaths in 1925andIlSd^thsTn 1996 gen?’ally which were responsible for 333
»■ mralyphosus .4. and B.have' he’en isolXrl i ’of16,1' k“ Pyogenic bacteria 13. typhosus. 
clinically typical cases are caused bv Jl hmlimntt>omb°. It iS clear that the majority of the 
genuine paratyphoid bacilli is still unknown* tu’but. th® exact Proportion attributable to the 
uncertainty regarding the proper constitution T e.1.e lfe’ therefore, an element of considerable 
must be incorporated since this is not .mlv im. antl"entenc vaccine- It is clear thatB. typhosus 
the most deadly. So far as my information entoric organism in Colombo but also
paratyphoids is so low as to be almost neoSi ? PrCSent the inoidence of both the common 
great majority of enteric-like fevers not duetnT?*/ r?D1 a general prophylactic point of view, the

of* Pr0bfbl° lhal the cases diagnosed
oraanisms^is^ow6 ^'pic^l-P!Uwatyphoid bacilli and the atvn^f“'°'' entevic fever’ and since the 
“ emit innod fWv’” • ° lna^! Pei*haps, justifiably nresurno n Par°nteric ” group of miscellaneous

I

i

a case of long
Since malaria is
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OP COLOMBO. 85The Government BacterioWi -t ■ .
“SrK not *££££ ZtKat the causative organism of
C‘,Se • lnnlrmif f n ^°\orn^° showing chararotpn' Hoon’^as recently been isolated from a fatal 
keeping a lookout lor the disease in mis whidnSf^0pn]monaTi lesions afc Post-mortem. I am 
in the Malay Peninsula. ",llch have been found to be infected with the organism

"Miarrhcea in Colombo is also lacking!' but i^f<f P1?u^ence. °* the various types of dysentery and 
amoebic and that the Flexner group of drami- ar that bacillary dysentery is far commoner than 
SluffCi- type. ei5 bacilli are more frequently isolated than the

% Laboratory diagnosis is parti on 1- •
treatment. The bacillary type requires tn iY "^)01'lant in the case of the dysenteries as a guide t<> 
this case prompt diagnosis is usually possible i e< on different, lines to the amoebic. In 
Thompson, myself, and others in I<>Vni rim * *?e use ot tlie microscope as shown by Willmore,
enormously to our knowledge of this disoncL1? i Wa,r* , T hc exPe,’ience of the great war added 
correspondingly great reduction in « .7 yesultcd in great advances in its treatment and ailluminating articles on tRfe*an<l "“*»«*■ «pitc of -the number of
in Colombo still lags far behind the postib&teTK^ff “* mC<UCal P""’

In these clays 248 deaths from dysentery in 1925 and 213 in 1926 seem excessive.

Only a portion of the sufferers from.... .. , grave communicable diseases are ever seen by a
practitioner of modern medicine. Many of the latter who fully realize the importance of 
bacteriological diagnosis and do their best to provide suitable laboratory specimens from their 
patients are often unable to devote sufficient time to supervise their proper collection and 
transmission to the laboratory. The difficulties are much greater in the tropics than in temperate 
climes. Fresh materials are essential for the correct diagnosis of dysentery at Colombo temperatures. 
A specimen more than two hours old is often useless.

Unfortunately some of the less reputable practitioners are not merely unmindful of the 
advantages of free laboratory diagnosis but actually place obstacles in the way of specimens being 
obtained by officers of the Public Health Department.

To my mind it is clear that our chief source of information must be the hospitals, 
dispensaries, jails, and civil and military institutions generally.

The merging of the Municipal Enteric Hospital with the Government Hospital at Angoda 
during 1926 has deprived this laboratory of the one of the few avenues of direct access to the right 
kind of clinical material. It would seem necessary to take greater advantage of the material 
available in the Government hospitals situated in Colombo.

In this connection it may be well to reiterate the need, emphasised in my Annual Report 
for 1924, for greater co-ordination between the clinical and laboratory side of medical le&eaic in 
this Colonv. The discovery of a particular germ in a particular disease is no proof ot their causal 
connection A number of interesting organisms have been isolated in Ceylon, whose lelat on 
disease will' remain obscure till exact clinical observations of the state ot the patient harbouring 
suspected pathogenic germ are correlated with the bacteriological hnh Cevlou■»« ‘rss, a

return to old empirical
We seem i_

Advances in scientific knowledge seem to be 
medical practice, while a well supported niovement is on foot
traditions in the shape of the Onenta cu so . Committee on the Indigenous Systems of

mmJ 'C5S.y“ S‘SSS-i;S" -
college of Ayurvedic medicine suppoi ec ou Gunasekara, Mr. C. T. Symons, and myself

~ - «— —

o,“' * **« - ii“ :«r 7—
Examined for

Number
Positive.Number

Received.
28104rEnteric 

Tuberculosis 
Dysentery ■

Diagnostic service for practitioners Hookworm
Malaria 

.Various 
C Enteric 
Human plague 
Dysentery 
Hookworm

••• ^ Tuberculosis
Malaria 
Diphtheria 
Cholera 

l Various

1458
19112
1227
5195

.119
81139
19533
311
311

2435
426
016Public Health Department 020
01 ■

1519

280 •1,226

■

i
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CEYLONOf the 637 enteric specimens, 606 comprise finger blood for Widal’s reaction cnlture, 27 fa?ces. and 3 urines. B. typhosus was isolated from 3 specimens. * 1 b(

(b) General Distribution of Specimens examined during 1920.

11
Ood86 1

J1,226 \
184 rClinical specimens 

Town waterRat fleas for species distribution

Rodents for plague 
Port Commission 
Veterinary Department 

. Public Health Department

Veterinary Department:—
. Rats for flea index ... 

Gaats blood for anthrax 
Miscellaneous

13,782

5,448
15,718
1,535

/• • •
J

5,533
1,342

272

45,040

examined for Plague in 1926. 

(1) By mode of Capture.
(c) Distribution of Rodents 8

:Percentage
infected.Number

infected.Number
examined.Species

'R. rattus 
R. norvegicus 

*" M. musculus 
.Bandicoots 
R. rattus

Kats found dead.
.Bandicoots 
R. rattus

Rats killed by, R. norvegicus 
Clayton machines. M. musculus 

VBandicoots

O'02316,702
3,065

816Trapped rats
2

29 10*0440 25'014
!1
’

514
935
591

2
0'04822,701

(2) By Species and Source.

Trapped Alive. Killed by Fumigation.Found Bead.
j

Oi

g’S gS 8| 
p § £ § *^ g ^.S (S-

o
^3 ci'd *1o *5 .a a 

S3do

£ «
2 o

II<u S 
Ph""

as 
3 §
S=3

C 'H
p § a «2
55 1 ^.9

'VeterinaryDepartment 12,988 ... 1 
Public Health Depart­

ment
.Port Commission

0*008... 4...—
R. rattus ...329 ...— 

... 185 ...
... 9...—

... 3,714... 2 ...0*06 ...16
Veterinary Department 2,435 ... — 
Public Health Depart­

ment
CPort Commission

... 16... —
R. norvegicus. 25*0 ...679...— 

— ...256...—
...16... 4 
... 8 ... —630.. . —

273.. .—(Veterinary Department 
j Public Health Depart-M. musculus. i ment

Port Commission
1 ...100*00 ...498...— 
-... — ... 93...—

... 1 .. 
... 3 .543... —

Two bandicoots trapped alive by the Veterinary Department and one dead bandicoot 
forwarded by the Public Health Department and two bandicoots killed by Clayton machines by th<* 
Public Health Department were examined and found to be negative.

(d) Monthly Flea Index.
Number of Rats 

examined. Number of Rats 
examined.

Month,
.January 
February 
March 
April 

* May 
June

Flea Index. Month.
July
August
September
October
November
December

Flea Index-
397 1*56

1*55
3*36611360 2*79132325 2‘09 2*07227945 2*03 2*891671,038 2*12 390 3*53705 332 236 3*01
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The Memoir on the °P Pr'Af;0E-
etknsm^onflSot-1V* bfn to in last Annual Report is now

mental transmission oi plague bv the pniami ^observations recorded therein on the exneri-»»* bltmg p0Wm havc alreac'y been briefllTumm^T^' and X and their habits
Part II. will be issued shortly, n ' “ my Report for 1924’
In the First Section the salient f ^ S tbe epideimological side of the subject, 

reviewed. The important point emerging is »e°oraPhical distribution of rat fleas are
has beer? artificially altered by human iZu ° !3at1ural distrib*tion of these insect, parasites 
species such as X. cheopis have been widelv ,|L ^ danSerously efficient plague-carrying
commercial intercourse between the nations * v Pers. *rom their ancestral homes by maritime 
itself at many points on the shores of Austria, ^ *“ eSt*bHshe(l

Outbreaks of plague have occtutivI of .. 1 ,
introduced. The disease among the rats \vn J!ur^ber stations where this flea has been
regions though plague has spread en/ootirnllv !^ practlcally restJlcfc?d to the cheopis infested 
methods of contagion in some of the colderdemons?of th rodentsby a variety ol!cTrr<Ebrrsrsr ;!”f“ a s?* sssrj&uss
epidemic has subsided.

87

some time after the human

Colombo itself is the most striking example of an outbreak of plague following the 
introduction_ot A. cheopis, since in this instance the results of a pre-plague rat flea survey are 
available. X. cheopis was not found till after plague broke out. the indigenous rat flea being 
X. astia.

Part I.. Section II.. of the Memoir deals with flea species as a factor governing the spread 
of plague.

Epidemiologists the world over are now taking a much more active interest in this import­
ant and long neglected subject, but there seem to be many misconceptions as to the method of flea 
survey which should be adopted and the interpretation of the results.

As regards method: clearly the rat flea collections should be representative of the flea 
fauna of the district surveyed, but unless due attention is paid to the nature of the premises where 
the traps are laid, to the season of the year, and the species of rodent trapped the results obtained 
may be most misleading.

Thus if all the traps were laid in the Chalmers Granaries in Colombo, or in the docks of 
such a city as Liverpool, the proportion of X. cheopis found on the rats would be far larger than 
if they were laid in ordinary domestic premises in the outskirts of the town. The results of such 
collections would be more representative of the rat fleas of the port of origin than of the port of 
entry. Similarly, if we wish to know the maximum proportion of plague fleas liable to be caught 
on rats it is no use searching them at a season of the year unfavourable to the reproduction of the 
plague-carrying species. Thus X. cheopis multiplies best between the range of temperature from piague caiiyin& spewc atmosphere. In practice when climate is cooler or hotter
about bb F. to about 7b F. m a humid ^ x c7ie0^ on the rats and little or no

the species of rodents which seldom enter houses mustthan this or very dry there

stesa stusau - -
'the size of its rat flea population, which they

on

fleas found
It is not su

zssm i^^Srffgssm «.
swsk rysaw ssasJ*.<—* ~ «*•
to some other species. t x t0 t,iie subject by laying down a provisional
series of JarasItolS'prmciples which are rePr0^ '^iinarily governed by the magnitude 

(1) The i«a'^RC^Jt^lumsP<irpla9tte^ar>,l/in0fiea P®** h,festing the raU

• co£tions *» "U *>*<"* 01 ******* .
according to the * ,.«„•#•
from elsewhere. ^ ^ cont\mwm propagation of the epizootic

varies according to the

of th0 human ■*«*£ SZSLStTS ZZ

(5) The degree dpOWOr of the Wcfd directly with the intimM ofassocia-
directly withJhe P iticisem^ana inhabUing the locality under

«—•-,t6

varies according

(4)

.
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of the operation of the flea species factoranalysis 
, and India.Part II., Section III. comprises^

remarkably stable, and additional con nQ ten(lency to migrate from its accustomed
extremely borne loving rodent showing n s would by now have spread uniformly

sa ^tssssssf^r ”l p,”a,“ ”uW h*vs b“nequal in all the more populous and insanitary di&uic ..

are
an

evidence of the threefold association betweenEach year that passes affords yet more 
imported grain, X cheopis, and plague.

i .. T'jm’nnu White I have examined 1,000 rats from the docks.At the suggestion of Dr. ^°^,llv or nresence of the Rangoon rat R. concolor, 
lighters, granaries, and plague area generally loi - T> raHus
a slenderer species than R rattus lcandianm.. the Colombo vanety of R aUus.

females are easily distinguished by the arrangement of the mammae.

Only one li. cnncolnr was detected, it was caught in the Chalmers Granaries where 
Rangoon imported rice is stored. I think there can be very little doubt that gram infested wi li 
plafrue infected tleas is the principal vehicle of the plague infection in Colombo. If it was mainly 
a question of the importation of infected rats one would expect to find a much greater proportion 
of R. concolor in the vicinity of the import godowns.

It may be pointed out that R. concolor is not nearly so domesticated as R. rattus. If 
11. concolor ever established itself in Colombo, as X. cheopis has done, the plague infected area 
would probably rapidly extend till it was out of control.

The situation as regards the flea species factor is becoming clearer in India and Burma. 
A definite relationship seems to exist between great aslia predominance and relative immunity 
to plague in the maritime stations along the coast, such as Bombay, Rangoon, and Madras. In this 
type of station the flea species factor must be of considerable importance. The cheopis flea index, 

average number of cheopis per rat, in the different districts of this region should be an effective 
guide to plague preventive measures.

The distribution of rat fleas in India as a whole seems to accord with well known 
zoo-geographical principles.

From a practical point of view the flea species factor seems of greatest importance in 
those Indian areas where A. cheopis is not indigenous, but where it is liable to be introduced.

R

The

i

j

1

spread oJ'pklmf such'm Si11; ¥®?“oir deals bl-iefly with other factors governing the
housing conditions. Climate operates principallvbvTta^V®110^8 "’ith infected regions, ami 
o£ survival and general activity o£ the plagiie infeJted i°U flea numbera and on the length
factor is, therefore, essentially parasitological. °t6d 0 when seParated from its host, This

The same is true to a large pxtpnt m .. , ■ ,is a most important vehicle for the transference n/ ~i k®10.1' °l communications. Thus grain 
are infested with large numbers of Xcbeam'sW1 ' T ™feet,on regions where the rats 
greatly predominates, such as the interior of Eurone °lu T’aln from areas where V.Jasciatus 
despite the high rat population of the granaries ^ , ^°r£l America> is innocuous qua plague, 
where large numbers of X. cheopis ire’now found&h * \® dl.s£ribufcion 01 rice from Rangoon,
rice growing districts with a pure aslia flea nnm.’iit' atfd wlth outl,reaks of plague, but the 
a source of plague infection. Population, such as the lowlands of Madras, are not

research to plague preventiveVork. iremou' deals 'vith the application of the results of recent

,e*"' **«■ »«'»«. ««M. o, ,U,
T]llK application of the new ideas.
i niib, me completion of tiv« . a

demarcate the potentially niamio !, ea survey of Colombo in 1094. •* -i 1 fn1925 and 19S6 all availalfletethodf^ ™ ^ off- Magneto £ oV’lTM and
The number of human conceded on the toncs'

“ s s ixm&ttsszftteszintensive search during July and August. ' ls 110 case of rat. plague, in ai)ite of an
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T in Endemic Plague Area.

Cheopia. C^nt.
Cheopis.

59 ... 119

w «
SeaMnal Prevale 89 *nee

1925.Month,

January
February
March
April
May
.Tuye
July
August
September
October
November
December

*Bata,

212
132
178

Fleas.

497
-Aatia.

Flea Index. rrhe,°Pis Index.438
405436 ••• 2*34 ... *2831593 7*1 3*30488 ’23119 86278 14*5 3*33238 *4892 37304 13*4 2*31 *31255101 49 16*1279 3* 30 *53201 78118 27*9326 2*76 .* 77253 72146 22*1434 2*75 *61296 138128 31*8361 2*97 *94283 78152 21*6433 2*82 ... *61

2*85 ... *35380 53... 109 
... 79 .

12 *2282
132 - 83

232 50 17*7 2*59 *4649 ... 37*1 ... 1’66 ... *62
1926.Month,

January
February
March
April
May
June
J uly
August
September
October
November
December

Bata. Fleas.

170 ... 354 ... 316 
122 ... 273 ... 230

Per Cent. 
Cheopis.

Aatia. Cheopis. Flea Index. °The?Pis Index.
38 ... 1073 ... 2*08 

•• • 43 ... 1575 ... 2*24
*22

. *35 
2*41 ... *24

... 141 
• 102 ... 239

340 306 34 10*00204 35 10*46 2*34 *34159 402 370 32 7*96 2*53 *20... 254 1,092 990 102 9*3 4*29 *40302 ...1,113 939 174 15*6 3*69 ... *59114 390 333 57 14*62 3*42 *50224 408 325 83 20*34 1*82 *37161 476 403 73 15*34 2*95 ... *45. 148 485 439 ... 46 9*48 3*28 *3191 ... 247 ... 208 39 ... 1579 ... 2*71 *43
Recent Observations on Rat Flea Prevalence Outside the Plague Area. 

Slave Island District, 1926.
Cheopia. Per Cent. 

Cheopia.
Cheopis

Index.
Rats.

... 207 ... 533 

... 240 ... 369

Month. Fleas, Astia. Flea Index.
April
May.
June
July
November
December

520 ... 13 ... 2*49 ... 2*57 ... 0*06
2*21 ... 1*54 ... 0*03361 8

783 773 10271 1*3 2*89 0*04
645 ... 597 48 ... 7*48198 3*26 0*04

49... 272 ... 891 
... 112 ... 387 ... 358 ... 29

842 5*5 3*27 0*18
7*5 ... 3*45 ... 0*26

Mutwal and Kotahena, 1926.
Aatia. Cheopis.

3 ... 1*27 ... 1*13 ... 0*01
1*42 ... 1*18 ... 0*02

Per Cent. 
Cheopis.

Cheopis
Index.Flea Index.Fleas.

... 209 ... 236 ... 233 ...
239 ... 281

Rats.Month.

January
February
March

4277
176 1*897389 0*03396210 075 ... 1*78 ... 0*02 

2 ... 0*20 ... 2*29 ... 0*005
5661666... • 375

... 424 ... 968 ...
The above figures apply to fleas caught on

Effect of tm 

A,*,. r„,=
the bacteriological state ot tne a str0ng tide flowing up a low river reverses
from the outfall of the sewage \ UI)Wards and outwards towards the opposite side
the current so that the effluent is cameu i
of the river below Victoria bridge.

Fortunately, well mar 
During the short time 

and dysenteric infection to inhabitan
of drawing water direct from tne • . ible t0 the naked eye as far as the banks just

_ effect of the effluent was a Bacteriologically there was evidence of added 
below Victoria bridge opposite ^ the bridge Under these conditions the sewage 
pollution of the river water some 50 J ai ds « ^ ^ hours before the turn of the tide when it is

. offluent accumulates in front of the out*
•SWept "dS outbreaks of enteric traceable toworks have been repor ed be low
| i, „ „ No fr''hCand more complete finding viz., that when the-

outfall. Anothe u«on- The results C0IL jong the Colombo banks of the river in a
nmTsTorvinTstrongly ^-"f^nofsewage \vith river water only taking place some 000 yards

Mow ”ed ffllT"1' e£Ee0t1'6 ' ... trate(j with maps, was issued during the year.
10 °U a ’ ort of the various find^n^tjccg posted prohibiting the use of the dangerously

April 966 ...May Rattus rattus kandianus.

occur comparatively rarely.

The

A full rep 
Warnings have been 

P°Uuted river water.
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Hookworm

CEYLON
£10 Disease.

l nnkworm infestation of the sewage works

sss^^S^Sf^^-resg:±K!;
of hookworm disease attributable etrative larval gain access to such situations as the

The question arises as to how « f ™. Hookworm ova may retain their viability
sumns of lumping stations and the nitenm o sev e in a fluid medium so deficient in
foi a period of several weeks i'Y^^v^n ls essential for the development of hookworm ova to 
dissolved oxygen. A free supply at o. . 
the larval stage.

I

SSS sewers subject to a variable flow
I have examined large amounts of scrapings taken from the walls of mam sewers above 

customarv level of the sewage but with negative results so fai.
_ liave been found but none of them were morphologically 
if they did bear a superficial resemblance, they failed to pass the 

criterion for larvte of the penetrative type.

1
::the

Numerous nematode larvre 
similar to Necator amcricamis, or 
physiological tests I am accustomed to use as a

Here again the comparative infrequency of hookworm dermatitis among the large staff of 
coolies indicates that the presence of infective larvae is exceptional.

Hookworm stool egg counts by the Stoll technique have been done on 205 of the 
Council’s employees in the various divisions of the sewage works.

The results may be summarized as follows :—

underground sewer

Average Number 
of Hookworm 

Eggs per Gramme 
of soft formed 

stool.

702 
854 
486

Number
examined.

Per Cent, 
infected.

I:Pumping station coolies 
Underground sewer coolies 
Trench coolies

14.4 93
83 88
68 93

These figures represent a low degree of hookworm infestation. On a very rough average 
<?ach egg-laying Nccafor americanus in the human intestine lays about twenty-five eggs per 
gramme of soft formed stool. The above figure corresponds, therefore, to between 20 to 35 
worms per man, a number which is insufficient to produce definite symtoms of hookworm disease 
in an average individual. The highest individual count showed less than 10,000 eggs per gramme. 
There were only four counts of over 3,000 per gramme.

■

3

IThe observations on the Angoda sewage disposal plant are particularly interesting. 
It consists of a series of three circular sedimentation tanks of the Emscher pattern arranged 
in series, the final effluent being passed on to a coarse rubble bed before discharge into a stream.

These tanks are fitted with inclined baffle plates which divert the gases evolved from the 
decomposing sludge deposited in the .conical sump in such a manner that particles such as 
hookworm eggs can sediment properly from the fluid at the periphery of the tanks without being 
exposed to the disturbing effect of the violent ebullition which goes an throughout a plain septic 
tank working under tropical conditions and which greatly interferes with the effective 
sedimentation of all kinds of suspended matter. The following are the results of a preliminary 
series of test on the unripened tanks as regards hookworm ova present in the effluents 

Crude sewage passing into No. 1 Tank 
Effluent from First Tank 
Effluent from Second Tank ...
Effluent from Third Tank 
Final Effluent

127i
20 Hookworm 

► eggs over 
100 per c.c.

5
5
1-

ova trapped in the sludge of thetenhare nowh viability of the numerous hookworm *

sasSF-random showed O.i infected and an egg count of 171 l 1 l°° S ave Island specimens selected at 
figures represent a very low rate of infestation °f soft formed stool. These
the slum areas and examined by the Stoll techniciue it the ll l?™61'8 collected from houses in niiasis Campaigns 567 were infected, 7.T1 per cent, and the ave3egg oonntZ of-^chylost°-

Colombo .Water Supply. S °
the gtrainfng6shaftnof'the13 Labuwima°resen'oTr °’SuSTTcre™00 witl> br°ken c°f*l submerged in 

engineering difficulties in the way o£ lifung”he large nmnho ’T™ frcqnent "a*tag. The 
bottom of the straining abaft proved to be too considerable for pracfcd ro'ui^vS. l° reach the

The
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Thus the excessive acidity which the watev lf ,sulj3tances to the water in the settling tanks, 
neutralized by adding an appropriate close nf at ^ow ^evels of the reservoir can be
to that obtained by the use of the coral screens wi • i ^ie chemical action will be equivalent 
The filters could be operated much more pffioin 1, .ve ^ven successful results experimentally, 
iron could be more easily eliminated. n y Wlt^ a^Shtly alkaline water and the excess of

t'*

n •

Some additional observations hav* hAAn ,

and thicker than that deposited on non-fem^nousSu' v, "'0n “S* Steel iS- b°th harder
rrv,_ lineni ^ « i. i , *eiru0inous materials such as wood or concrete.

f flip nrnf-pptivp pmt nnrl crN 01a^1^ experiments with Colombo water indicate that blistering 
ion nf flip ivnr» in fi con'oslon M the iron beneath may sometimes*take place, in which ease pait_of the non in the oxides of the crust may be derived from the pipe itself rather than the 

water. The blistenng is probably clue to water gaining access to the pipes through minute faults 
in the protective coating.

This question of the. precise source of the iron entering into the incrustation is the 
subject of much investigation at the present time at other waterworks.

Recent observations open up a fresh field of inquiry regarding the utility of such 
anticorrosive substances as sodium silicate for preventing iron incrustation. I hope to get into 
touch with recent developments when on leave this year.

An unusually complete series of bacteriological tests were carried out under dry weather 
conditions in 1926. Chemical tests of duplicate samples were performed by the City Analyst.

The details of the great variety of observations which have been carried out from time to 
time in recent years on the microbiology of the water supply will be reported when a final set of 
observations have been made after the completion of the filtration plant.

The results of the bacteriological survey carried out in 1913 were reported in an address 
to the Third All-India Sanitary Conference at Lucknow and published in the Indian Journal 
of Medical Research. In 1915, I made the preliminary observations on the nature of the incrusta­
tion. In L920 to 1921 the organisms producing the incrustation of the pipes and the suspended 
matter in the free filtered water were identified, with the help of experts at the British Museum,
Kew, and Dr. David Ellis. , . ’. .. . . ,

I also worked out a laboratory method of preventing the incrustation.and carried 
a series of tests on the operation of the Jewell filters (see annual Reports foi 19-0 and 1J- l 

The work was interrupted during the raising of the dam.

observations and experiments to the treatment ot the whole supt . •

out

L. F. HIRST, 
City Microbiologist.

March 11, 1927.
Annexure B.

CITY ANALYST FOR 1926. 
of the 10th instant, I have the honour to send mj

September.

REPORT OF' THE
In answer to your letter No. 80 

Annual Report for the year 1926. 
January. May. 102Milks

Town water 
Well water

... 93Milks
Town water 
Well water 
Vinegar

16... 96 18Milks
Town water ... 
Concrete blocks 
Water from Wharf

216 1 October9 1 995 Milks
Town water ...

November.
16June.February. ... 100

... 10... 98 Milks
Town water 
Well water

91Milks
Town water ... 
Well water

Milks
Town water ... 
Well water ...

December.

16 1611 3
July.March. ... 99 

... 16
103... 93 Milks

Town water ... 
Well water ...

Milks
Town water 
Well water 
Rabugama water

April.

Milks
Town water ••• 

August.
1616

21
... 934 Total ... 1,391Milks

Town water •
Well water ••• 

were exam

16
4... 96 

... 10 
of 1,391 samples

Milks 
Town water ... ined during the year.

1,163

SS:5®sss&vHEEriisr- :

15• ••
194

4servoir 5at the Wharf 9
1

1,391Total •
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Milk supply.-Ot a total ot'^^lon of water.? Of'these? 274 samples w2a5 

and 408 considered adulterated by 83 samples or 71 per cent, from 11-30 per

ad“ "Mr-Tho ““"5
adulteration found was 69 per cent, from

11 per cent-has been less extensive. ; dl worse than the same periods in ]Q,-^5 naf sr-si«- «* —~ -« - at
of the total.

30 per cent, added water. The 
Maradana North Ward.

decided improvement on last year’s figures

r

Table 1.

Adulteration of Milk.
MO Per Cent. 11-30 Per Cent. + 31 Per Cent. Maximum.Tefal No. 0 Per Cent.Month

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

8*3 2*118*870'S 5396
8*2 6T16*369*498 49
3*2 2*220*474*2 . ...93 53
7*3 4*225*063*596 49
7*5 2*229*061*393 69
9*0* 3*033*0100 55*0 59 !

.10*1 8*199 22*2
24*7
20*6
19*2

59*6 55
93 5*466*7 3*2 49

102 65*7 5*9 I7*8 60
99 67*7 9*1 4*0 67
91 67*0 25*3

28*2
3*3 4*4 49103 59*2 7*8 4*8 57

Table 2.

1926. 
0 Per Cent. 1-10 Per Cent. 11-30 Per Cent.

12*6 ... 
8*9 ... 
6*5 ... 
4*5 ...

;+ 31 Pei- Cent.
First quarter 
Second quarter 
Third quarter 
Fourth quarter

56*3 ... 22*5 ...
19*8 ...

8*4 :64*3
67*5

6*7
21 *2 4*876*8 ... 18*1 ... ,07

1926.
■

:0 Per Cent. 1-10 Per Cent.
18*5 ... 
29*0 ... 
22*5 ... 
24*2 ...

11-30 Per Cent, + 31 Per Cent. 
6*6 ... 3*5

First quarter 
Second quarter 
Third quarter 
Fourth quarter

71*5 ... 
59*9 ... 7*9 3*164*0 7*1 6*464*6 ... i6*7 ... 4*4

«ammedto)m:different’"sUmf ptesln'fc/X W StanTdi"'d of P^V- 194 samples were 
distributing pipes at the Wharf. ty’ 4 from Labugama reservoir, and 5 from the

I

!

... . , 0ne sample of vinegar 
a little low m acetic acid. was tested and returned as fit for human consumption although

The Laboratory, Hyde park corner,
Colombo, February 11, 1927 A. E. PURVES, 

for City Analyst.

i
APPENDIX d.

WATERWORKS

submit my Administration Report £o

Labugama Reservoir.

i
:REPORT OF THE !

ENGINEER, 1926.

r the year 1926.

I HAVE the h

The total rainfall n.
this is 8*89 inches over the aver»<™ ca^^ment area for the year nmlr
highest rainfall for any one dt’v rainfe11 for th« Past 30 yeLs dR • reJ1f,w was 171'19 inches; 
wettest month of the year ws/m ^recorded on September i 1 fel1 on 245 days. The 
August, the rainfall being only 224 iSs. ^ ^ ^ea,’ whu“ SffiT f°1L Th° 

lIig lowest level to whi 1
spill level, that was on April 97 1 reached in the reserve. * o
gallons. From the end of Mav in f?vhlcl1. date there remained 18 feet inches below
practically at spill level although n he middle of November iL Jr® r.eservoir 864 million 
during this period. *°Ugh the ^our sluices we“ 0neno!i ^ in the reservoir was

on twenty-eight occasions

month was

:



MUNICIPALITY
The boundary with the adioinir.

iSSiSr-& «■«=>= sszzs
Filtration Works.—Consist of thi

which were completely overhauled during tViP^ diameter Jewell gravity
liters dnrinrr 1097 rpj^ ^ year. Provision iwo — —-■*- *-

OF COLOMBO.

area has been regularly inspected and
for a width 

view of arresting the wash

93
v. • r

no
/- ■

“ removed with the

which were
additional filters during 1927. _ 
continues to give satisfactory service.

An Aimstiong-Whitworth hydro-electric installation was installed to provide lighting 
the- filter house and outside lighting, water power being obtained direct from the reservoir.

Labour. The health of the labour has been satisfactory, 
employed is not housed on the works owing to inadequate 
all labour should reside on the premises.

. . ----- ------ - filters, five of
Provision has been made for installing two 

power Petter engine was also overhauled and

for

Unfortunately all labour 
accommodation. It is advisable that

Pipe Line.—Consisting of two 20-inch diameter cast iron mains 
and a oO-inch diameter steel main, each main being slightly over 25 miles ill length, has been 
satisfactorily maintained, there was no accident due to burst mains! At stream crossings where, 
the mains are exposed the pipes were coated with a bitumastic paint.

Owing to the deepening of San Sebastian canal it was necessary to divert the 20-inch 
diameter main to Elic House reservoir at Urugodawatta road ; the main is now supported on the 
abutments and centre pier of the road bridge.

The two 20-inch diameter cast iron mains throughout their whole length were scraped, all 
internal incrustation being removed. The actual time taken to scrape the fifty miles of main was 
seven weeks. The scraping of these mains restored them to their maximum delivering capacity.

In my Report of last year reference was made to the danger of damage to the pipe line 
from shade trees on the Colombo-Avisawella road; the trees were growing at an angle and if 
uprooted might possibly cause damage to the pipe line. 1 am glad to say the Public Works 
Department are removing the trees in question.

Maligakanda and Elib House service Reservoirs.
Maligakanda reservoir has been maintained in good repair.
A thorough examination was made of the steel beams in the roof of Elie House reservoir 

and it was found necessary to submit proposals for protecting the joists. A sum of Rs. 30,000 
is provided in the current budget for the work.

Housing of Labour at Maligakanda.—A scheme for the better housing of labour at 
Maligakanda was sanctioned. This consists of four quarters for overseers, &c.f and a cooly line of 
six rooms. The work is in progress.

Distribution System.—Complaints were only received during the year from the Wolfen-
The Council have sanctioned the laying of a specialdalil area, the highest, district in the city, 

main to improve the supply to this area at a cost of Rs. 23,000.
The following extensions to the system were made:—

... 6,040 lineal yards.
911 lineal yards. 

... 1,273 lineal yards.
3- inch diameter main ...
4- inch diameter main ... 
6-inch diameter main ...

of substituting hydrants of the valve type for thoseFire Hydrants.—The programme 
of the ball pattern was continued. 370 new hydrants were fixed.

Service Connections.—657 new service connections were made, an increase of 171 
previous year. 2,928 applications were dealt with for extensions and alterations to existing services.

Conjtiimntion of Water.—Thu daily consumption averages 10:] million gallons, or 41 
gallons per head of population. Trade supplies which are metered number bib, an increase of 
64 over the previous /ear. the consumption under tins heading is 16a million gallons.

supplied to shipping against 9S million last year.
468 million gallons.

over the

106 million gallons were
Government premises

There are 894 unmetered services to premises where nominal 
tor other than domestic use. The consumption on these

was
The consumption on
Petty Trade Supple 

charges are made for water supp ie
premises does not warrant me era ) * ed on householders to repair defective fittings.

Waste Detection.—4,ooU nonces houldbe divided into districts and Deacon waste
It is necessary that the whole distribution .;>s « u mete,-ed districts, 11 of which have been
meters fixed on each. Unfortunately| there n siving is 6s gallons per head per day on a 
In-ought under complete control, «n “ ^ving of 229,000 gallons.
Population of 33,560, making a tow « ^ mtinos.—9,117 water fittings, such as taps, ball cocks,

Testing and. Stamping of « er 
^c., were examined and stampei.

petter oil engine at Labugama for filterMechanical Power:
(a) Stationary ... 100 horse power

washing purposes.ahorse power “BB” Type Better oil engine t .compressor coagulant feed purposes at r fi for a,r 
4 horse power " ArmstrongAVhitiorth ”for the electric lighting installation at UbuL^bine

21 horse power “ Chevrolet ” motor lorry 
18 horse power “ Buick ” motor car.(b) Movable

• i.
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Rs. 916,788'5S, and. the »9-1 wasderived for the year 

tatement attached.
Waterworks Engineer, returned from ten

total
Finance.—The total revenue^ ^ 

expenditure amounted to H* • - Asslstan,
Staff-—Mr. T. B. Stewart, Clue! 

iths’ furlough on lebinaiy -o.
Mv. H. C. Raffel, Assistant Engineer

1 S

ten months’ leave on February 19. 
of the assistance rendered by the

nioi , went on
appreciation staffin recording myI have pleasure

during the year. , . Labuaaraa from 1917 to 1926, the percentage run-off

W. M. THYNE, 
Waterworks Engineer.

Maligakanda. March 17, 1927.

Rainfall, Labugama Reservoir, for Ten Years, 1917 1926.

Average for
Ten Years.

1924. 1925. 192G.1923.1922.1920. 1921.1919.1918.1917.Month.
Inches. Inches.

7*86 
2*24 

21*47 10*46 
11*71 14*19 
19*84 26*91 
16*14 20*74 

7*71 21*03

15*31 18*63 
19*87 16*37 
26*17 10*42 
16*59 12*79

Inches.i Inches.Inches.Inches.Inches, i Inches.Inches.Inches.Inches. 8*78 7*4710*1611*635*441*411 8*5610*656*20 4*02
5*56 2*48

13*97 5*30
10*43 8*07

7*92 23*22 
11*92 16*98 

6*06 10*29

.January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September ... 
October 
November ... 
December ...

4*669*319*503*222*40 5*463*11 3*31
11*10
12*57

7*79 20*71 
12*08 8*05
10*90 25*46 
25*30 16*66 
17*59 18*41 
20*39 14*71 
40*21 35*63 
33*24 1613 
21*89 15*29 
12*57 12*79

4*6310*38 6*589*80
28*54 12*48 11*08 
13*62 16*52 18*26! 
31*49 6*72 24*921

9*44 9*54 7*52
3*78 15*53 7*09
7*88 3*68 7*86

16*18 22*27 10*19 
22*35 12*57 23*31 
15*73 10*20 9*46

s9*04 -18*9126*45
18*2211*32
11*8410*77

:10*696118*6113*38 7*72
4*43

16*37
11*45
17*65

19*15
18*46
18*20

30*6327*31
19*8514*13

14*93 23*58
13*7521*318*41

|l35*22 216*81 [203*50140*22 127*98Total 185*12 164*11 165*02127*05 179*01 171*19

Table Showing Percentage of Run-off from Catchment Area for 1926.
i 2 3 4 5 6 107 I8 9

Raiu
equivalent in 
Gallons over 

Catchment 
Area.

Depth
below
Spill.

Water Per­
centage

Col.
£ x 100.G

Gain LossWater 
drawn off.

Run-off in 
Catchment 

Area.

Rain­
fall.

Date. in in inReservoir. IReservoir. Reservoir.

192G. Ft, in. Gallons. Gallons. Inches. Gallons. Gallons. Gallons. Gallons.
January 1 0 2J 

31 4 3 
February 14 3 

*2810 103 
110 10.3

1.764.960.000
1.551.700.000
1.551.700.000 
1,2*20,913.000 
1,220,9131)00

959,130,000
959.130.000
946.244.000 
946,244,4)00

1.707.032.000
1.707.032.000
1.758.000. 000
1.758.000. 000
1.740.039.000

317.750.000 7*86
307.070.000 

■ 324,888,000 
} 323,274,000 

• 330,698,000 26*91
719.430.000

773.691.000 21-03

353.286.000
571.580.000
448.086.000
391.033.000 

; 351,115,000

424.440.000 —

120.960.000 —

564.840.000 —

766.260.000 —

1.453.140.000 760,788,000

1.119.960.000

1.135.620.000

515.700.000 2,241,000

1,006,020,04)0 9,495,000

883.980.000 —

562.680.000 — 

.690,660,000 73,641,000

24-61213.260.000 104,490,000

330.787.000 23,717,000

261.783.000 63,105,000

12.886.000 310,388,000

— 1,091,486,000

770,404,000

17.361.000 756,330,000

~ 355,527,000

2*24 19-60March
31 lG f».J

16 0}
10-46 11-17

4050

75-11

68*78

66-GO

68-94

57-75 ,

44-91

53-29

61-50

April 1
30145 <i 

1 If. 9 
31 1 3J 

1 1 3$ 
30 0 4

14-19
May

June
20-74 50,968,000July

August

September 1 
30

October 

November 1 

December 1

1 0 4 \
31

1 0 * 1.740,639,000 
0 7* 1.742,880,000 ': asss i
? rd 1,75*2,375,000 )

81 9-55

18-631 581,075,000
31 1 5 1.701.5500.000

1.701.300.000
1.610.156.000 
1.610.150.434X)!
1.683.797.000

16-37
51,075,000. 397,011,000 
91,144,000'

1 5
30 3 1J 

3 1} 
1 83

10-42
299.889.000

424.756.000
31 12-79 400,75G,000

Total... 9,244,260,000 Total ... 5,178,178,000

Percentage yield of catchment area 56*01.
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Statement of M 

Metered.

0F COLOMBO. 05 1

°nthly Co“sumption, 102(1.
Tr«ade and Garden 

Watering. 
Gallons.

Month.
Government

Supply.
Gallons.

■11,750,000
40.321.000
40.003.000
44.010.000
41.102.000
20.002.000
41.102.000
45.372.000
32.450.000
40.852.000
40.211.000
28.010.000

Homestic 
Purposes.

Gallons.
252,-485,000 ... 317,750,000 
243,-107,000
202.535.000 
252,497,000’
205.742.000
208.002.000
274.058.000
201.007.000
206.562.000
202.965.000
255.812.000 ... 319,033,000
278.724.000 ... 327.115,000

Shipping
Gallons.

Total
Consumption.

Gallons.15.708.000
14.294.000
12.365.000
15.850.000
14.624.000 
9,033,000

15.856.000
13.909.000
11.761.000
16.159.000
13.668.000
11.554.000

January
Feruary
Mabcli
Apwil ^
May
June
July
August
September
Ootober
November
December

7.807.000
5.988.000
9.085.000 

10,911,000
9.140.000
7.679.000
7.015.000
8.998.000
8.798.000
9.110.000
9.342.000
8.818.000

f U307.070.000
324.888.000
323.274.000
330.698.000
311.436.000
338.691.000
329.286.000
319.580.000
335.086.000

■

:

Total ... 164,781,000 1105,691,000 468,319,000 3,145.116,000 3,883,907,000

Colombo Waterworks. Statement showing Income and Expenditure during the year 1926.
Item

Income.

1. (a) Sale of water for trade and shipping purposes ...
(5) Costs on recoveries
(c) Contribution by Military
(d) Meter rent

No. Rs. Its.c. c.
866,203 99 

1,777 28 
16,119 32 
23,395 43

907,496 2 i
. 2. Departmental charges recovered on—

(a) House connection works
(b) Government departments
(c) Miscellaneous
(d) Laying mains in private lanes...

3,636 34 
2.013 45 

252 59 
3.390 18

9,292 56

Total ... 916,788 58

Item Rs.Expenditure.

1. General superintendence
2. Cost of works :—

(a) Maintenance works 
(5) Miscellaneous 
(a) New works

Interest and sinking fund on 
waterworks extension, 1JI~

2. Excess of income over expenditure

Rs. c.e.No. 108,708 89

134,891 5 
1,935 70 

117,353 0
254,179 75

loans for Colombo 150,000 0 
403,899 94

1.

Total ... 916,788 58

appendix e.
ENGINEER FOR 1026.

f the Year’s Work.

. 1f.lin'ed on its own votes, on deposit accounts, 
... nf the Department morn . This output is far higher than

This total expenditure ® nted t0 Rs. 3,7- .J ^ the previou8 year. Such a rate of
und on votes for other depiutmen » rnpees m axl ance^ ^ b&ged ou an expenditure of two 
uny previous effort and over , . ^ present sta supervising officer absent on leave for
Progress cannot be maintained . r review there . wliilst at times it will be likely that 
millions only. During Uie[eilbly never occur < = -
any long period. This will piobaD 
there will be two away at mice-

municipalOF THEREPORT

Part I.—Summary o

I4,366, and the amount paid in wages !wasniployed
daily labour force eThe average 

amounted to Rs. ],564,726 74.
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.. , fhis expenditure was incurred may be classified, alon 

Th« -1 « -*« » ntitS devoted io each, as follow.
approximate proportion of he stationery, &c. ... 8 5 per cent.

1. Overhead chargcs-balanes, Ml • includes lighting.
2. Maintenance of property and ... 2 6 per cent.

fans, cleaning, &c. - buildings — 3‘1 l)ur cent.3. Improvements to buildings and ne 37 per cent.
4* Street-lighting maintenance ’** ... 0*4 per cent.
5. Street lighting extensions ’** ... 1*0 per cent.
6. Parks and playgrounds *” ... 3'3 percent*,

SSSS*»*m—::: JSS:
'a„d including permanent ^ ^ ^

11. Main*drainage working and maint.n.nc., inclnding pnmp-

ing and treatment ... 6'0 per cent.
12. Drainage extensions •••. . ”* V7 ner cent13. Lavatories, laundries, and tipping depots... - ^Percent.
14. New lavatories and laundries ... ^ P« ^nt.
15. Connecting up private premises to drainage scheme ... 3 6 pel cent.
16. Plant and tools (common to various services! ••• *> ■ Per cent.
17. Miscellaneous - - - 0.6 per cent.
18. Deposit am) advance account works ... ■ • • u a l)er cent*
19. For other departments ... ••• 16 per cent.

%

with the

8.
9. Road maintenance 

10. Road widenings

100*0 per cent.Total

From May 1 onwards the wages of all daily paid labour were increased by 20 per cent* 
This, of course, also added to the price of material produced by daily paid labour.

Part II.—Buildings.
1.—Maintenance.

Maintenance.—Municipal buildings and properties in charge of the Department were 
maintained at- a cost of Rs. 59,615*49, including minor alterations. This figure does not include 
pumping stations, lavatories, and accessories under the drainage scheme, which are more correctly 
included under drainage.

The property here dealt with includes—
Eleven markets.
Thirty-three shops in Gasworks street and Kachcheri road.
Two large blocks of offices and laboratory at Maligakanda."
The Cattle Mart and Quarantine Station (thirty-one sheds)
Three cemeteries with keepers’ quarters and cooly lines.
One Fire Station, residence and firemen’s quarters.
The Town Hall.
The Dog Pound and Rat Depot.
The Public Library 
The Khan Clock Tower.
153 tenements for coolies.

TElS£Ei*°S2;b“ldl’»-
Cattle isolation 
Two laundries.

Many of these

\

camp and sheds (fourteen sheds).

modern buildings and 
The cost of lighting and electric 

to Rs. 35,016*85.

are
valuable properties and sites, 
for these buildings for the

mm M
wirthTffi?PMay V U provides fourteen meatmans'8 fnn in JefEersou street and was opened

1,0 aUerations at~ents appear successfui and suitabie and do 

Kachchefi °R^d bailding was Rs.^OMm'tya'd and f°°d is thus Protected from dust

made of^ahamzeVpfiMng 1a’rC°m|,lete’ther®8°^gVeatdemand°f161 tWenty Stalls f°r plal

TheestinsiSi5-io-fi5a provided’and from these the "
ss&ife a ~—« — tsGallle Mart —A K ' yard between the lines pa''e(l

• a C0St 0f Rs- W86.
Laundries —a nu I Bo,'ella—Onc shed was r e'^6 ')e'ng o£rected to the cooly lineSi 

at Blomendahl, and thelin®^ of addi«onal conerote'2and crow-proofed.
Cn r°°ms at WekandaProvided in the drying grounds

are
current amountedyear

hung-are

I



municipality 0f COLOMBO.
Part III Street Lighting.

Maintenance.

97

.Lighting,—McCall um 
except the Galle Face, are 
nance charge was Rs. 139,547*52

I’oad ancl Prince
arclr

are lit by gas. The annual mainte-

the year was 1G’500 0311(116 power' The
increase of 109,320 candle power h

. Th0 £0ll0'ving “in01' improvements were effected -

Ir7owered la“ps-

lamps.
The illumination

as against 1,890.480 of 1925, anours.

, &c.

were replaced with 300 candle power arc

nii , , _ Dehiwala bridge was improved.
1 he overhead electric service cable in McCallum road 

the edge of the kerb.

on
was moved and re-erected along

. e ca toi funds in othei and more pressing directions is however very great and no serious- 
improvements can be effected without considerable initial outlay, in addition to increased 
annual costs.

2.—Extensions.
The following extensions were carried out during the year:—

203 yards of one-inch main and three new lamps were erected in Vellon’s passage* 
Albert road, and East and West Baseline road.

207 yards of two-inch main were laid and three lamps erected in Rockwood place and 
Arab lane.

4,076 yards of three-inch main were laid and fifty-six gas lamps erected on the follow­
ing roads:—East and West Baseline road, Fife road, Franciawatta road, Kelani- 
ganga Mill road, Station passage, Slave Island, Paranawadiya road, Second Maliga- 
kanda lane, and Maligakanda lane. The'Council’s share of the cost amounted 
to Rs. 15,164*56. The company pays half the cost of the mains.

Further extensions to Greenlands road, Yakbedda road, Kuruppu road, and Rodney street 
have been sanctioned and await the receipt of supplies of pipes.

■

V i

Part IV.—Parks and Playgrounds.

1.—Parks. \.

m sffisatfsffsr s
more playgrounds for children. . , , , . ..

The following H'TS

part','Malignhanda p.* Union gnhl.ns, D.mnlog.cl.

gardens, and Glennie street gai dens. reinim bedS; each 50 feet long, were made up
Victoria Par/f.—Two shrub e es oad'through tlie park opposite the Town Hall, and 

and planted along the borders and plaited with grass.
40,000 square feet of grass ou ei P nlanted along the hedge of the shrubberies to form

26,000 cuttings of malpigbia were p a te^ were planted. Some no kinds of
edging. 168 new palms, shrubs, crowns, ^ Qf new pattern were fixed along the sides
flower seeds were sown. Twenty-tom conci ^ destroyed. Twelve trees (poor specimens)
of the drive. Ninety white anthills weie ^ The foliowmg trees were planted
were removed to open out the . 9 jacaranda, 5 lagerstroemia, 1 vitex.
4 potato trees, 4 palms, 1 king ooco ’ ]aid out with panax behind the new Town

New Town 10hot’flower cuttings and also with antigonum climbers.
Hall. A bed, 55 feet long, was laid 01 feet by 4 feet, were laid out with flowering

Free Library beds,"each 4 feet in diameter, were laid out with
and. ornamental foliage plan s-
assorted cannas. ., house was demolished.

■k of the old phn levelled with 557 cart loads of earth and 167
10,200 square feet wei

J !vere cut down and replaced. The lawn 
This work will be continued in the

I]

r

1

an

The masonry wor 
Rklino Track —

cart loads of old gravel. (l tlamboya
Union Place J the uneven PM*

was much improved afte1 1 rehiid and new wire netting was supplied.
mug year. arden&—'The tennis cour '' low places and a general impi-oveipent

Dematayoda 0 was filled r renewed. A bin for rubbish
Rifle Street OardeM.^ *aces. The vrno 

Avas effected by planting grass 
'vas built in this garden.
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k and timber transported to Stores, The
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While wire netting was renew ed. . Weeding and manuring of

rs&VFZriiSu mi <—»- -«-
fZS Si SSTJi .b. mam -re visiu,rf dud m*wed. Tho 1„„

Lm Qanlcns-—The T» »»«— **
were much improved by the spreading of le.
and a new refuse bin was built. , ■ , 925 square

Campbell Park,—The star bed w g tQ fin up the gaps.
Madras thorn seeds wore planted T,v the Wesley College
tennis courts. The section oL the paih occnpiec .
-*....

J.
(he hedge were attended to.

Galle Face Esplanade.—403 white ant nests 
collected and removed regularly. The esplanade was

08

feet were planted with grass. 
Relaid the surfaceof two 

was greatly improved by

the side of the Home for the 
Silt removed from the open

Steps were taken to grow

grass on

: removed and destroyed. All refuse 
weeded and the ridges were levelled.

were
was

2.—Playgrounds.

The following is the list of playgrounds with their instructors
1. Price park
2. Rifle street garden
3. Hyde park
4. Prince of Wales avenue ...
5. Dematagoda
6. Alexander playground (Watersmeet)

* Part-time instructors.

Mr. P. G. de Silva 
Mr. S. Rajasingham * 
Mr. Edward Henry0 
Mr. H. James Soyza* 
Mr. T. H. Mendis 
Mr. S. Abraham

Total Attendance 
for the Year.

59,069 
18,458 
15,511 
18,028 
27,763 
25,166

Presumably these playgrounds mainly serve those children who do not go to any school, 
but it is evident that they attract only a small fraction of the large number of children of school 
going age who do not go to any school at all, since, according to the District School Committee, 
there are 88 such children in Colombo. The number of boys that come to the playgrounds, 
particularly to Price park is a little too many for one instructor to manage. More instructors and 
playgrounds are therefore desirable. Alexander playground at Mutual was opened. The two 
full-time instructors, Messrs. Mendis and Abraham, were deputed to look after them.
.-van V?lley bal1’ basket bal1’ b°™S. swings, giant strides, seesaw,
ia„an, slide, 1 guilders, and a score of group games are indulged in. A great variety of activities 
.s employed to meet the inclinations of the children, but football is the most popular both 
among men and boys, as the fiO or more barefooted football clubs testify The Cdv Footballi?.the . It is difficult atTtimesVS?rol

there is now a dawning of a better spirit of sportmaShSn the matches!^8’ ^ ^

notably Rffl^street^ar.Lnf^^lThls thLiffi^LhandicapPe* I°r want of space for football, most 
a girls’ playground and that the City League heTequested6^4 that this little plot be converted into 
go-anted to them by the Government to be utilized as a Mnnicim^ & p0rt]0n of the seven acreS Stftf * -el one or ^

Daily
Average. 1Attendance:—

1. Price park
2. Rifle street garden
3. Hyde park
4. Prince of Wales avenue
5. Dematagoda
6. Alexander playground

198
87
58
60

109
92

I

This should not
1926 Tournaments:—

(«) Ceylon Volley Ball League Champions-Price park.
W City League Champions-Smallpass Football Cluba sasjssr-- ••»>•

j. th, c^'SSi£r"‘1- '■
Chekku street, Wolfendahl,

lpark (boys’ team).

and S«2t
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municipality
August 25.—price park y

Sh0"H t^pfayl maS,traVe.lled "p to Ka"'»' on an invitation from 
match eas.l. 15 1, 15 b. The team was in W8 best teara' They *°n the

Inter-playground sports were h 11 Ma:ior Stanley Fernando, 
only teams competed; there were as many Is fi0LDeaend>ei' 18‘ A Mature of the meet was that 
and banians were graciously distributed b5 Udv ri'ff “f “SS took the field- Prizes of wrongs 
was an interested spectator. 5 Lady Cllff°rd. His Excellency the Governor himself

Instructors' Electing_The ti
Men’s Christian Association for want 0,f the iustructors is held in the Young
continues to be of great mutual heln Tt liTT meeting place. It-is well attended and 
Office is vacated it will be possible to use fW * h°ped ^ when the Pwaent Municipal Printing 
playground movement. A good club hmmV emP0K[T“y to organize other activities relating to 
successful playground scheme. There W;™ °r .lueetmS rooni is a necessary auxiliary to a

” ™ i oxing meets, concerts, lectures may be arranged.
• /7 p U Playffl°Unds are fairly weU equipped with permanent apparatus.

Mime m the Playgrounds.-Band music is much 
some of then* parents. There is 
band there.

.°U COLOMBO. 99 * !r

and inter-playground “ socials 
Apparatus.—

may be regularly held.

appreciated by the children and by 
< ppeal from the instructor of Alexander playground for the

■ fiTc ® tIle phys.10a and moral development of many children who regularly 
come to these organized and supervised playgrounds is noticeable. Many weedy boys have grown 
into healthy and well-behaved youths, willing and competent to do any'kind of work. Quite a 
large number ot these are to-day employed as peons, porters, fitters, drivers, cleaners, and messenger 
boys, Ac. I he right type of playground instructor who can devote his whole time to the work 
is essential in the moulding of the character of the children who attend the plavgrounds. The 
employment of full-time instructors is therefore most desirable. At present we have three full­
time and five part-time instructors.

It is hoped that the benefits of the playground movement are sufficiently evident to cause 
its extension. Similar facilities for girls would seem desirable. Many girls persist, in spite of 
discouragement from the boys, in coming evening after evening to the playgrounds.

Part V.—Conservancy.
The following is a statement of work done for private premises

1. Average number of buckets conserved per diem
2. Average number of coolies employed per diem 
8. Number of hand carts in daily use 
4 Average number of complaints per diem
5. Quantity of undiluted disinfectant used pec diem (gallons) 17
6. Cost of service for the year ... Rs-109,0b3 Rs. 119,934

There was no change of general method or organization. There was a slight reduction in
work at an increased cost due to all wages being increased by 20 per cent.

Thmurh progress is slow, the reduction in the number of buckets conserved is satisfactory. 
• r f ,wLhouse connection work of the drainage branch is not only keeping pace with 
mdl0bundin^t but is making up leeway in respect of existing houses.

Part VI.—Scavenging.

1926.
. 10,780 ... 10,250

1925.

189195
133 129

1’07
16

new

L__refuse Collection.

equivalent
There was no ra 

four new petrol collecting vehicles.
The quantity of vet'use collccted

roughly half were tipped and half

to about 173,000 cart loads, of whichwas

9_Refuse Disposal.

„, cl01. „ s« im <» tss sssss&sThe Destiucto contjnuously throughout thj.g quite satisfactory considering
With this exception it woik ^,? ^ per ton ^f^ted: 54 horses, Old cattle, 1,993 goats.

KSS.tL’tS- j" JK® -" "S fcsr*' -
2 fio“S Sd»‘“us®»«.

It is probable “Shortly have to be p,'°'Ql. of a generai nature for a short
furnaces during wet wt, of a non-combustib m nQW in fo,.ce is that of dumping

For the disposal of reft. o ^ c]osed down, tie ^ u ,g (lepelulent on a destructor. As. 
period when tlie Destructocovering'fdestructor is inevitable, 
near Prince of Wales ,ovision of an additi roughly Rs. 115 per head of
previously pointed out, the provi , of refuse

The cost of collection an 
Population per annum.
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Part VII.—Roads.

100

1.—Maintenance.
The middle part of the year was again abnormally wet and for a period there was 

difficulty in getting regular stone supplies owing to flooding out of quarries, fever amongst the 
labour so employed, and to the state of the river preventing river transport. At the end of the year 
the standard of maintenance was, on the whole, fairly good and in some cases there was distinct 
improvement. The Galle road for instance was continuously maintained in better condition, 
probably than it had ever been before.

Increased activity in the essential work of connecting up premises with the drainage 
system adds, of course, to the difficulty of maintaining smooth surfaces, for such reinstatements 
cannot be executed, no matter how carefully the work is done, without unevennesses and without 
general detriment to the road surface. It is a trouble common to all the world and, though every 
effort is made to mitigate it by co-operation between the parties concerned, it is to a large extent 
unavoidable. There is no practicable solution. We do not apparently suffer more in this respect 
than other places. It is recorded for instance that last year in Sheffield their roads suffered from 
900 separate excavating operations totalling 100 miles of trenching.

The provision of more adequate funds for permanent paving is most satisfactory and will 
help to reduce the mountain of material necessary for the constant renewal of non-permanent 
surfaces, which would otherwise have buried us.

It is hoped that the results will make themselves sufficiently apparent to encourage the 
continuation of that policy. The present stage we have arrived at is somewhat transitional owing 
to the extraordinary rapid development of traffic and the necessity of conversion of gravel to 
metal roads. The actual touchable cash savings available from such a policy are hardly noticeable 
though saving has actually been made, and if the policy is continued it is certain that despite of 
increase of traffic and higher cost of wages and materials there will in time be considerable actual 
reduction in annual charges.

A most satisfactory start has - been made, but it must be borne in mind that so far the 
extent of permanent paving completed is small compared with that in many other large towns.

The total length of metalled roads maintained by the Council is 73*18 miles. Of this length, 
45*8 miles were remetalled, others, of course, having minor repairs effected. The number of cubes 
of metal used was 9,257*38 at a cost of Rs. 332,285*33 laid complete.

Of the 73*18 miles of metalled roads, 1.8 miles are trunk roads and maintained at 
Government expense. The amount recoverable under this particular item is Rs. 105,363*24.

There are 42*13 miles of gravelled roads, of which 7 miles were entirely regravelled, 
others having repairs of a lesser nature effected. 1,892*12 cubes of gravel were used’at a cost of 
Rs. 31,627*06 laid complete.

Owing to increasing wages and therefore increased cost of metal as well and to increasing 
traffic the unit cost of effecting repairs of this nature must continue to rise. The greater the volume 
of traffic the more frequent and longer are the interruptions to rollers and working parties and the 
less is the proportion of useful work it is possible to perform in a day.

The conversion of gravel into metal roads continues. The choice of the order of 
conversion is sometimes dictated by the bad condition of a particular road, coupled with inability to 
obtain gravel for it within reasonable time, or by the fact that a length of gravel road is sorrounded 
by metalled and painted surfaces which do not require watering, whereas the gravel section does, 
and isolated cases are expensive and difficult to arrange for.

Buller’s road between Cotta road and Castle street, Maitland crescent, Racecourse avenue, 
Boyd place, and part of St. Michael’s road were so converted in 1926. Others are in progress in the 
north of Colombo.

In the course of ordinary metalling or gravelling the following effective carriage-way 
widths were improved :—Alwis road, Kotahena, increased to 20 feet at its junction with College 
street and for about 200 feet therefrom ; Fishers hill, Kotahena, increased by about 10 feet at its 
narrowest point by cutting back the banks on both sides : Prince of Wales avenue, Armour street 
to Lavard’s broadwav, increased by 20 feet.

Surface Painting.—The expenditure under this head totalled Rs. 101,962*45. This work 
has in the past been referred to under the description dust prevention, but as a matter of fact it is 
entirely a work of surface maintenance and preservation, and its benefit as a dust preventative 
merely incidental.

The materials used and areas so treated are tabled as under :—
Squares.
40,744
32,740

9,825
13,295

7,282

Asphalt-uni 
English tar 
Local tar 
Spramex 
Colas

f'

Total ...

or roughly about 150 acres. The average cost per square of 100 square feet works out at Rs. 2 26. 
The price of refined tar has risen so high with its quality still variable that its use is not likely to 
be an economical proposition in future. Bituminous materials have a much longer life and their 
price is now greatly reduced.

45,065*55
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\

Surface painting was continued on all roads previously so treated and was extended to 
Maitland crescent. Racecourse avenue, Laurie’s road, Pamankade road, San Sebastian street.'

Half the amount spent on this kind of work on trunk roads is refunded by Government. 
This amount was Rs. 20,788*04 for 1027.

Dust Laying and Dust Removal.—The expenditure on watering and oiling amounted to 
Rs. 44,943*59. Watering was carried out in accordance with the usual programme as and when 
required. Over 42 million gallons of water were spread and 20,600 gallons of oil. Wet seasons 
such as we have been experiencing do not admit of any extensive use. of oil which incidentally, 
though ;j, perfect layer of dust, does not improve the road surface.

Over 20,000 loads of dust and mud were swept, collected, and removed and tipped or used 
for filling where possible. The cost was Rs. 34,084*99 or about Rs. 1*30 per load.

Traffic Census.—A census of wheeled traffic was again taken on trunk road routes in 
October. Broadly speaking it indicates a very big increase of fast motor traffic and on some routes 
a small decrease of slower heavy traffic such as carts, ’buses, and lorries. It is probable that in order 
to obtain accurate results it would be wise to take a record twice a year since at any one particular 
time chosen, there may be some rise or fall above or below ordinary average for reasons that cannot 
be arrived at. It is essential that these records should be extended to other important roads as soon 
us personnel to supervise is available. The trend of traffic and needs of the future cannot be 
correctly foreseen and provided for without such records.

I

Traffic Restrictions.—The following alterations and additions were gazetted during
the year:—

Motor ’buses were prohibited along Campbell place. Second Division, Maradana, and 
Third Division, Maradana.

Bullock carts were prohibited along Second Division, Maradana.
Traffic was confined to one direction along Banksball street towards St. John’s road* 

Fourth Cross street towards Norris road, Keyzer street towards Front street, and 
Bail lie street towards York street.

Signs.—117 standard pattern warning or direction signs were cast and erected during
the year:—

26 Dangerous Corners.
46 Stop Motor Buses.
15 Bus Halting Places.
3 Stop Buses and Lorries.

10 Silence Boards for Hospitals.
3 Stop Buses and Bullock Carts. 

14 Stop All Vehicles.

It is most desirable that the colouring on such signs should remain clear and bright and 
great difficulty is being experienced in finding paints which retain their colour under our 
climatic conditions.

Street Names.—110 streets were fitted with name boards in Sinhalese and Tamil.

White Lines.—The renewal of white lines was temporarily abandoned until such time as 
their observance could be insisted upon. Little or no attention was paid to them and it was 
decided that for the time they served no useful purpose.

Stands and Parking Places.—Where circumstances have permitted, York street and part 
-of Norris road for instance, the provision of standing or parking space at the side of the road kept 
quite distinct from the track available for moving traffic have proved a great relief to this problem, 
but the difficulty remains in all other roads where it is still the writer’s view .that the centre of a 
road is the best parking place.

Side Drains.—Unbuilt side drains in parts of the following streets were lined with half- 
round concrete inverts:—Wall’s lane, Greenlands road, Reid avenue, San Sebastian hill, Molawatta 
road, Ingham street, Dematagoda road, Bagatelle road, Timbirigasyaya road, Old Kolonnawa road, 
Galle road, Cotta road, De Vos lane, Castle street, Ketawalamulla road, Park avenue, Havelock road, 
Daniel’s road, Barnes place, Hulftsdorp, Greenpath, and Baseline road.

General repairs to built side drains were effected where required and in the following 
instances were overhauled throughout the entire length of roads:—Brassfounder street, Andival 

o street, Chekku street, Giutupitiya road, Ferry street, Wasala road, Ambalama road, Hulftsdorp, 
Vincent street, Wilson street, Oilman street, Court street, Silversmith street, and Silversmith lane.

■

.
I

E

1
_

Footways.—All footways of stone chips painted with bitumen radiating from the Fort 
^ far as Slave Island, Kollupitiya, Pettah, San Sebastian, and St. Paul’s were overhauled and 
Repaired or resurfaced where required. At a few places in Fifth Cross street, Fishers quarters, 
Second Division, Maradana, and outside Borella market where it was found that the wear and tear 
was too heavy for that class of surface, slabs were substituted. An earth footway with kerb was 
made up in the lower part of Ferry street.

The cost of maintenance of footways, carriage stands, &c., was Rs. 14,960*92.

V
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Trees)—Following the general programme laid down by Mr. Macmillan, 284 trees were 
removed the timber being cut and used for firewood and 229 new ones planted as follows :—

N ame of Tree.
2 Flamboyant
5 Lagerstrcemia 
4 Jacaranda 
8 Flamboyant

51 Na
4 Jacaranda
6 Peltophoriun r

10 Lettuce
5 Flamboyant
4 Barringtonia
5 Flamboyant 
5 Peltophorum 
2 Flamboyant 
1 Peltophorum
1 Bougainvillea
0 Flamboyant 
8 Poinciana
7 Peltophorum and Flamboyant 
5 Lagerstrcemia
8 Lagerstrcemia
2 Peltophorum
1 Peltophorum
4 Peltophorum
2 Poinciana
5 Na
1 Peltophorum 

19 Peltophorum 
28 Peltophoriun

1 Peltophorum 
10 Barringtonia

8 Peltophorum 
8 Poinciana
2 Peltophorum 
8 Poinciana 
8 Peltophorum

Name of Street.
Reid avenue 
Reid avenue 
Thurstan road 
Flower road 
Havelock road 
•Havelock road 
Greenpath 
St. Michaels’s road 
Circular road 
Military laundry 
Parsons road 
Morris road 
Norris road 
Turret road 
Kollupitiya market 
Museum road 
Buller’s road 
Prince of Wales avenue... 
Edinburgh crescent 
Guildford crescent 
Gregory’s road 
Front street 
Fort station 
Alexandra place 
Cambridge place 
Wolfendahl junction ... 
Armour street 
Panchikawatta 
Queen street
Lake road. Galle Face ... 
Norris Canal road 
Islet .
Saunders place 
Braybrooke place 
Hunupitiya Lake road ...

#

Quarries.—At Kirillapone quarry bad weather and fever interfered with production in 
the middle of the year. Conditions were normal again during the last quarter. Prevention of 
mosquito breeding is now a matter of permanent attention at the quarry. The reconstruction of 
the bridge over the canal on the Nugegoda road having removed the necessity for truck transport 
the quarry access road was opened out sufficiently to enable lorries to load direct from breaking 
place and the cost of internal transport mainly done away with.

The fence and store building falling within the new lines of Kirillapone-Padukka road,, 
which Government are now constructing, were removed and set back. Three existing wells were 
made to conform to Sanitary Board requirements.

2,271*87 cubes of 2-inch metal were paid for and taken over from breakers, whereas the 
measurements of the same quantity received on the various works totalled 2,282*28 cubes. 871*01 
cubes of rubble were issued to works.

Works on Biyagama quarry commenced in July. At this quarry the contractor was paid 
for 858*90 cubes of 2-inch metal, whereas measurement after receipt on the various works totalled 
878*78 cubes.

457*59 cubes of rubble were produced, of which 180*58 cubes were issued to works during 
the year, the remainder being balance stock. Considerable care is being exercised in the selection 
of rubble for breaking, in order to get the best possible quality of 2-incli metal.

Kalubovila Quarry.—2,875 feet of dilapidated hedge were replaced with concrete post 
and barbed wire fence. The cess pits that were in constant use during the last fourteen years were 
cleaned out and closed and bucket conservancy established.

1,002*81 cubes of 2-inch metal were produced and 946*80 cubes transported, balance being 
still available as stock. 31*75 cubes of rubble were also obtained and issued to works.

Biyagama Quarry.—Work was commenced and 129*25 cubes of rubble and 10*68 of 
2-incli metal were issued to works.

2.—New Works.

(a) Street Paviny.
Front Street.—Between Norris road and Main street half width only on the Granaries 

side had been previously paved with setts and provided with a footpath. An additional 16 feet of 
sett paving was provided, completing a carriage-way 32 feet wide, and the footpath on the east side 

le up with concrete slabs, kerbs, gullies, &c., except that in front of the Consistory buildings the 
footpath could not be completed pending discussions between Government and the Dutch Church 
authorities as to the ownership of the open land in front of these premises. Also the whole width 
of the carriage-way between Main street and Bankshall street was paved with setts. The expendi­
ture for the year was Rs. 41,124*99.

mat
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\Old Moor Street and Quarry Road.—Experience having shown that the macadam portion 

of the carriage-way between sett tracks previously laid at the sides of Quarry road between Messenger 
■and Old Moor streets and for a distance of 420 feet along Old Moor street extension got rapidly cut 
to pieces by cart traffic, this was taken out and replaced by sett paving. The average width of the 
new paving was 1(1 feet and the total width of the carriage-way now paved is 34 feet. The cost 
was Rs. 11,650*72.

I

Batcher Street.—This narrow lane was paved with setts to its full width. The expenditure 
for the year was Rs. 5,837*21.

Skinner's Road.—Armour street section from Silversmith street to Barber street junction 
was paved with sett cart, tracks on both sides 0 feet, in width. This much needed work was 
completeS at a cost of Rs. 27,1172*96.

Paneldkawatta Road.—A short length of track on the east side going north from Maradana 
was laid some years ago. This track was continued as far as the junction of Skinner’s road and a 
similar track on the west side between Skinner’s road and Maradana put in hand and practically 
completed. The expenditure for the year was Rs. 33,265*90.

Scabeach Road.—Between St. John’s road and Kochchikade sett tracks were laid on both 
sides of this road. Kerbs, channels, gullies, and slab paved footways were also provided on both 
sides and practically completed before the end of the year, the expenditure being Rs. 62,961*46.

Prince of Wales Avenue.—The work referred to in the 1925 Report was continued and 
completed between Layard’s broadway and Nagalagam street. The total cost was Rs. 108,074*85, 
which has been refunded by Government.

Between Victoria bridge and Madampitiya road a commencement was made with the sett 
paving of this section to a width of 24 feet. This is on Government account, funds not being 
■available until October. The expenditure for the year was Rs. 6,613*66.

Gabo's Lane 2nd and Gouldings Lane, were paved with old setts taken out from cart 
tracks after repairs. They were laid without concrete or other special foundation at a trifling cost 
no greater than that of otherwise disposing of them, but made an adequate and very satisfactory 
improvement.

(b) Road Widenings.
Galle Road.—The extension of the widening to 78 feet south of Turret road as far as Deal 

place was taken in hand. The acquisition and obtaining possession of the properties required took 
time and no serious progress on the work of construction was possible until the second half of the 
year. By the end of the year the carriage-way was completed to its full width, the sides being 
surfaced with bituminous carpeting using Trinidad asphalt as a binder. This was provided with a 
concrete foundation on the land side where the subsoil was new and soft. On the seaside, however, 
it was laid direct on the old road crust. The expenditure for the year was Rs. 314,380*91.

Arab Lane.—Owing to pressure of work on prior items the actual construction of the 
widening of this lane to 40 feet was not taken up till late in the year. The carriage-way has since 
been completed and the work is approaching completion. The expenditure for the year was 
Rs. 8,821*69.

Alexandra Place.—The carriage-way from Ward place to Horton place was widened out 
to 36 feet and the sides surfaced with bituminous carpet of the same description as that used on the 
Galle road. The expenditure for the year was Rs. 37,409*18.

Symonds Road.—Between the fish market and the entrance to the store yard the roadway 
was widened out to 66 feet and our entrance improved and tidied up. The expenditure for the 
year was Rs. 6,574*64.

Van Rooyen Street.—Between New Chetty street and Green street the carriage-way was 
widened out to 24 feet and the drainage and surface of this section generally improved.

!

I

Java Lane Improvements 
Rajamalwatta Improvements 
Symonds Road. Widening from Forbes 

Road Northwards
Ha velock Road Widening near Thim- 

birigasyaya )

• were still in the acquisition stage.

} Certain blocks of land were acquired for the purpose of the 
future widening of Third Division, Maradana, and of the 
continuation of Serendib road.

Maradana road. 
Se?'endib road. !

(c) Road Diversions.
Circular Road.—The section in front of the new Town Hall was moved further away 

irom the Town Hall towards the park on a new trace. The carriage-way was completed and opened 
to traffic in July.

o _ Road to Hendala Ferry.—This approach was diverted and a new gravel roadway 20 feet 
"wide made up from Vuystwyke road to the old jetty.

(d) New Roads.
Victoria Park.—A new road through Victoria park to open out a more or less disused 

portion of it and at the same time to open up a vista of the new Town Hall and to improve the 
view therefrom was completed as a gravel road 24 feet wide with wide grass borders and orna­
mental flower beds. -

Road to Maligawatta.—A small start was made with the necessary embankment for this 
road starting from its junction with Baseline road.
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00 Blind Corners.

Elie House Corner.—Finally completed at a cost of Rs. 2,129*47.
Dick wan's Boad-Havelock Boad 
Castle Street-Kanatta. Boad 
Be dent Street-Kynsen Boad
Kynsey Boad- Ward Place 
St. James Street-Alutmawatta 
A ndival Strcet-Chekku Street

)
were all in hand.

j
1 were in the acquisition stage.J

r
(/) Footways.

New footpaths were constructed in connection with works already mentioned in Seabeach 
road, Front street, and side walks developed in Alexandra place.

Slab paved'footpaths, with kerbs, channels, and gullies were also constructed and completed 
on both sides of San Sebastian hill from Saunders place to San Sebastian street at a cost of Rs. 9,880*02 
and in Bridge street between the railway gates and Lake road at a cost of Rs. 7,343*65.

(ff) Quarry.
At Biyagama the necessary rail track was laid to connect the working places with the 

loading place on the river bank, a short length of stream being diverted for this purpose. Barges 
were assembled and put into use along with the launch. Cranes and skips were received. Boundary 
pickets were built in permanently. Quarrying was commenced at the end of the year.

Part VIII.—Drainage.
1.—General.

The expenditure on items classified under the general head of Drainage totalled
Rs. 990.371*36.

Progress in this work is indicated by the following figures :— 
Year.
1915 
1920 
1925

Rs. o.
... 155,697 9
... 309,084 42 
... 849,285 63

Activity in the direction of extending sewers and rainwater drainage, erecting lavatories,, 
and connecting up premises with the Drainage Scheme was fully maintained.

2.—Maintenance.
(a) Sewer and Bainwatcr Drains.

The following is a summary of the position at the beginning and end of year :—
Up to 

December 
31, 102t».

Up to 
December 
31, 192f».

Street sewers (minor sewers)
Main sewers
Rising mains
Sewers and culverts at treatment works lineal yards 3,245 ...
Rainwater drains (excluding old rain­

water drains)
Total length of sewers and new rain­

water drains
Total length of old rainwater drains 

(approximate) ...

... lineal yards 140,424 ... 141,490
35.207 

1,413 
3,245

... lineal yards 35,207 

... lineal yards 1,413

... lineal yards 62,595 ... 67,207

137*60 ... 140*83... miles

1212... miles
These were cleaned and maintained at a total cost of Rs. 115,410*99, the staff consisting 

of 1 Chief Inspector, 5 overseers, 11 sub-overseers, and 280 men.
A considerable length of the main 6 feet by 4 feet outfall was desilted along with 

the other main sewers and additional clearing done from the sump pits at all pumping stations^ 
As the system is put more and more into use so must the work and cost of desilting and cleaning 
increase.

Silt removed was as follows :— 
Main sewers 
Minor sewers 
Main sewer syphons... 
Rainwater drains 
Temporary connections

Cubic feet.
9,225
6,298

770 r

36,903
9,084

Ninety-eight cast iron street manhole and lamp hole covers were adjusted to suit road 
surface. Five cast iron street manhole and lamp hole covers were found damaged and replaced 
with new heavy covers and frames. Seven cast iron street manhole and lamp hole covers anc 
frames were found damaged and replaced. Seven old pattern rainwater drain manhole covers 
were found damaged and replaced. One cast iron ventilating manhole cover was found < 
and replaced, four additional cast iron manhole and lamp hole covers were found waptingand <



■

I i
• '•MUNICIPALITY OF COLOMBO. 105

with new heavy covers and frames. Seventeen cast iron manhole and lamp hole covers were 
exchanged. The second penstock gate in the Skinner’s road main sewer syphon was repaired and 
painted. The third gate was in hand and nearing completion. The following lengths of 0-inch 
sewer pipes were found damaged and were relaid by new pipes:—

;

Feet.
Charles place .?.
Private land, Panchikawatta road 
Korteboam street

20
18
18

-> Subsoil leaks were discovered and repaired in the following sewers :—Fifth lane, Pedris 
lane, Darley road Government land, Lascoreen street, private land Fourth lane, Alfred gardens, 
Nagalagam street, Grandpass road, Blomendahl road, and the 6 feet by 4 feet main sewer, Prince of 
Wales avenue.

Road subsidence was caused in Mill street by earth washing into server through junctions 
which had no proper plugs. Four of these were discovered and plugged.

The public latrine and tipping depot in Price park were improved with a view to 
prevent rainwater entering soil sewer.

The 0-inch vent shaft in St. John’s road-Reclamation road junction was fouud damaged 
and repaired. Owing to complaint of nuisance the O-incli vent sharft in Nelson place was 
extended in height. The connection to 0-inch vent shaft in front of Maradana station was 
diverted to allow Gas Company to carry the main through.

Minor repairs were effected to the following rainwater drains:—Fishery Harbour. 
Norris road, Saunders place, New Urugodawatta road, and Kew road.

The rainwater drain outfall in Ferry street was extended slightly in connection with 
the San Sebastian canal improvement. A new additional manhole was built in rainwater drain, 
Sea street. Steps were provided to manholes in the rainwater drains, York street and Korteboam 
street. Flap valves were fixed on rainwater drain outfall, McCallum road.

House drain connection pipes were found damaged at the sewer joint behind the Bishop’s 
house, Kollupitiya, and were repaired. An outlet of abandoned house drainage connection to 
premises No. 26, “Alcove,” Arab lane, was plugged.

Improvements werg effected to sewer connections in Municipal Council Cattle Mart and 
Slaughter-house. The temporory sewer connection in Jampettah street was improved with 
additional gratings, &c. Damaged flushing valves were replaced by new ones in temporary 
connections Norris road and Third Cross street.

.

(b) Gullies. Catch-2>it$, <C*6\
Positions of two gullies were altered at Symonds road-Dean’s road junction. A gully 

was shifted in Lotus road in connection with the new premises for the Port Commission.
100,609 gully clearances were made and 13,867 cart loads of silt removed. The cost 

of this cleaning was Rs. 41,860*91.
3.—Treatment Works.

(a) Madanipitiya.
Maintenance.—The total quantity of sewage pumped during the year was 3,085,693,000 

gallons. The minimum daily dry weather flow was about 5.327,000 gallons, as against 3,383,000 
gallons in 1921. The maximum quantity pumped in 24 hours was 18,0Q2,000 gallons.

The total quantity pumped for the past five years is as follows :—
Gallons.

... 1,907,683,000

... 2,359,427,000 

... 2,750,891,000 

... 2,859,502,000 

... 3,085,693,000

1922 !•
1923
1924
1925

“

1926 F

-
xErobic Beds.—Two more beds were dismantled, the metal being removed for road 

and other purposes.
Tanks.—All ironwork and woodwork was painted with bitiunastic solution and soliguum 

respectively and exteriors o! all tanks and channels cementwashed.
A number of the heavy concrete slabs, which had been forced out by the gases from the 

uppermost sloping portions of the central gas vents and had fallen down, were lifted into position 
opposite to each other and stayed across with iron tie-rods. The weir gauges in No. 6 wet 
weather tanks were provided with new copper floats.

Laboratory.—Interior whitewashed and exterior colourwashed. Woodwork varnished

.
-

i,;
i

and painted.
Roads.—Roads and paths generally were maintained in good order. The road from the 

concrete shed to the pumping station was improved by straightening and widening. Both 
this road and the main entrance road were surface painted. The remaining gravelled portions of 
road along the circular sedimentation tanks and adjoining the wet weather channel were 
being metalled.

Boundary Walls.—These were scrubbed and washed down and the wooden gate at 
the main entrance was replaced by a new one.

...S
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(b) Wellawatta.

Maintenance.—The total quantity of sewage pumped was 174,000,000 gallons, of which 
04,000,000 gallons were passed through the sedimentation tanks and the remainder direct to the

Tanks.—These were cementwashed and the ironwork coated with bitumastic solution. 
The top concrete slabs of the gas vents which showed signs of being displaced by the gases 
held together by iron tie-rods as at Madampitiya.

Roads.—All roads within the boundary walls as well as the main approach road were

sea.

were

gravelled.
Boundary Walls.—These were cementwashed and whitewashed. Maintenance of both 

treatment wbrks cost Rs. 18,045*81. r
•1.—Pumping Stations. 

(c) General.
Gallons Pumped 

in Millions
3,085Northern Puihping Station 

Harbour Pumping Station 
Slave Island Pumping Station... 
Polwatta Pumping Station 
Eastern Pumping Station 
Maligawatta Pumping Station ... 
Jawatta Pumping Station 
Yuystwyke Pumping Station ... 
Western Pumping Station 
Wellawatta Pumping Station ...

755
203
324
233

60
21
17
14

174
Fuel Consumption. 

Coal. Coke Oil Fuel 
Gallons
27,255

lb. lb.
820,717
219,383
47,329
80,043

114,665
63,534

343,326
91.683
41,733
41,972
38,454
38,29.6

Northern Pumping Station 
Harbour Pumping Station 
Slave Island Pumping Station... 
Polwatta Pumping Station 
Eastern Pumping Station 
Maligawatta Pumping Station... 
Jawatta Pumping Station 
Vuvstwyke Pumping Station ... 
Western Pumping Statation ... 
Wellawatta Pumping Station ...

1,510
453
541

4,423
All pumping stations were whitewashed and painted and the sumps thoroughly cleaned out.

Northern Pumping Station.—Maintenance.
Engines.—(«) Dry weather.—No. 1 fitted with new sparking plug and liner bolts and 

nuts. No. 2 fitted with new7 sparking plug, exhaust valve, and gas valve spring. No. 3 fitted with 
new7 piston rings. No. 4 belt-roller fitted with new7 ball bearings. No. 5 fitted with new7 sparking 
plug, new7 belt, and belt-roller with ball races.

(5) Wet w7eather.—No. 1 fitted with new7 magneto and gas valve spring. No. 4 fitted 
with new7 gas pecker blade and new admission valve lever spring. No. 5 fitted with new admission 
valve lever spring and belt roller with new7 ball races. No. 6 fitted with new belt and new big-end 
brasses. No. 7 fitted with new7 liner bolts and nuts, new7 strainer frame and silt strainer for fuel 
heater, and new belt.

(c) Screen House.—Engine fitted with new7 belt, magneto, and magneto spring.
(d) Dynamo Engines.—No. 2 fitted with new7 exhaust valve.
Pumps.—New7 impellers were fitted in Nos. I to 5 dry weather and Nos. 1, 2, and 4 to 7 

w7et weather pumps.
New7 side-plates and bushes were fitted in Nos. 4 and 5 dry weather and in Nos. 4 to 7 wet

w7eather pumps.
Suction Gas Plan!.—Nos. 1 to 5 scrubbers were re-coked. All units were kept in good

working order.
Screen House.—New chains were fitted in pits B and D and new rakes in pit B. The 

main penstock gates in pit A were repaired to prevent leakage.
New Work.—Six additional bunkers, each of 30 ton-capacity, w7ere built by extending the 

existing coal shed adjoining the wet w7eather tanks.
Harbour Pumping Station.—Maintenance.

Engines.—The crankshaft balance wreight bolts and nuts of all engines were removed. 
Nos. 1 and 2 w7et weather engines were fitted with new7 cylinder liners, pistons complete w7ith rings, 
and small-end brasses. No. 1 wet w'eather engine fitted with new7 belt.

Pumps.—Nos. 1 and 2 dry weather and No. 2 w7et weather pumps fitted with new shafts, 
impellers, and bushes, and No. 2 with a new pump cover also.

Gas Plant.—The erection of the E” size National ” gas producer expansion box and 
connected piping was completed. The introduction of this larger unit, transferred from the 
Northern Pumping Station, has resulted in a distinct saving of fuel and added to the reliability of 
running conditions.

• General.—The overhead water supply to the gas producer units 
pipes of larger bore.

improved by fixingwas
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Slave Island Pumping Station.

Engines.—Nos. 1, 2, and 3 were scraped and painted. New piston rings and belts were 
fitted. No. 3 engine also fitted with new big-end brasses.

Pumps.—No. 2 was fitted with a new shaft and thrust washer.
Gets Plant.—Nos. 1 and 2 scrubbers were re-coked. No. 2 generator hopper repaired.

Polwatta Pumping Station.
Engines.—Nos. 1 to 4 scraped and painted. No. 3 cylinder liner was rejointed, new 

piston:rings and belt fitted. Screen-house engine fitted with new piston rings.

Eastern Pumping Station.
Engines.—No. 1 big-end bearings re-metalled.
Pumps.—Nos. 5 and 6 fitted with new shafts, bushes, and ball thrust washers.
Gas Plant.—Nos. 1 and 2 generators re-lined with firebricks and No. 2 scrubber re-coked.
General.—Self starting plant was overhauled. New sprocket wheels and bushes 

fitted on silt elevator.

I;
!

!

were

Maligawatta Pumping Station.
Engines.—No. .1 fitted with a new belt.

Jawatta Pumping Station. 
Pumps,-—Both Nos. 1 and 2 were overhauled.

' Vuystwyke Pumping Station and Western Pumping Station. 
No special repair necessary.

:

Wellawatta Pumping Station.
No. 2 dry weather pump fitted with a new shaft.
The cost of pumping and maintenance of stations totalled Rs. 203,297*53. .:

i
6.—New Works.

Among those completed during the year were the following:—
Length.

Feet.
275 ... 3,137 36 ...
390 ... 17,458 5 ...

3,499 47 ... 
1,393 73 ... 
5,906 48 ... 
4,773 48 ... 
6,288 7 ... 

870 58 ... 
19,007 0 ... 
47,264 87 ...

478 48 ... 
3,831 20 ... 
2,045 99 ... 

295 71

Period of 
Construction. 

Months.
Expenditure.SliWERS.

Its. c.

11Laurie’s road to Bambalapitiya station road 
Baseline road 
St. Lucia’s lane, Kotahena 
Andival street 
19th Lane, Bambalapitiya 
Alexander road to Wellawatta (part) 
Temple lane, Kollupitiya 
Muhandiram’s lane, Wellawatta 
Sewer J 12, Kotahena 
Diversion sewer A 78, Fort 
Silt pit, Baggage Office 
Sewer extension to Queen’s road sewei 
Sewer, Temple road (for lavatory)
Sewer, Dc Yos lane ...

in progress.
275 li

90 lh
762 4i
114 5

2i656
187 1
251 in progress, 

complete.1,317
2h

465 H
231 1

h55 ...
Rainnvathr Drains.

Alfred place to Laurie’s road 
Nelson place to railway culvert, Wellawatta 
Cotta road to Baseline road 
Kiriilapone canal to Fussel’s lane 
Yajira lane to Laurie’s road 
Boswell place to Siri Wickrama road ...
Temple road, C.-D.
Temple road, A.-B. and B.-C. ...
Rainwater outlets trapping to San Sebastian canal 

• Arab lane
1 Third Cross street 

Seabeach road

... 1,634 ... 8,354 20 ...

... 1,228 ... 21,573 99 ...
13,629 56 
36,329 52 
28,319 93 
26,506 11 
4,362 24 

24 50 
2,039 40 

946 71 ... 
195 ... 2,513 38

... 1,394 ... 11,806 86 ...

3-i
1 .1,363 4

4,466
1,615 in progress, 

in progress.1,497
]■ 297 | } 3

2
147 1 :1

2

Twenty rainwater outlets into the San Sebastian canal were trapped as follows :—
Old Urugodawatta 
New Urugodawatta 
Nagalagam street

S'
1 I2Lock Gate lane 

Ferry street 
Selby stores 
Chapel place 
De Waas lane 
Molawatta

31 U71 ii
1

Total 203
1

\

5

<
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A catch-pit was built in the main rainwater drain near the Baggage Office in the Jetty 
premises. Provided a 9-inch vent shaft for the main rainwater drain at St. John’s road.

The following main open surface water channels were improved at a cost of Rs. 14,380*54:— 
From Wolfendahl to Andival street; between Messenger street and Barber street; 

off St. James’ street; from Ketawalamulla road to grass garden ; from Temple road to main drain: 
off Third Division, Maradana. in Zion House premises : and in 85, Modern street.

108/
V

. (5) Gullies.
105 new gullies were lixed and connected during the year. Old gullies numbering 387 

were mosquito-proofed in the streets of the city :—
Hospital street. Hospital lane, Canal row, York street, Baillie street, Prince street, Queen’s 

street, Leyden Bastion road, Chatham street, Main street, Front street, Norris road, Saunders place, 
Dias place. Gasworks street. Fifth Cross street, St. John’s road, Sea street, Ivachcheri road, 
Dam street, Regent street, Kynsey road, and the Law Courts premises.

(r) Treatment IForZ-s and Pumping Stations.
No new extensions were undertaken during the year. Sanction was however obtained 

for the erection of an automatic sludge ejector. It is hoped to have this plant in operation early 
this year.

Part IX.—Lavatories, Laundries, and Tipping Depots.

1 .—Maintenance.
These were maintained at a cost of Rs. 65,024*60. This figure includes and mainly 

consists of the wages of attendants, who number 165.
The public lavatories in use total 61 and contain 435 seats for men, 202 for women, 

215 bathing places for men and 99 for women.

2.—New Works.
The following lavatories were constructed during the year :—

Lavatory. Cost. Date opened.
Rs. c.

Princes gate 
Temple road 
Forbes road 
Vincent street 
Opposite Railway Station, Fort 
Jefferson street 
The Mews. Slave Island

5,501 43 
2,045 99 
3,862 47 
4,702 76 
5,381 35 

771 42 
1,250 28

September 21, 1926.
Under construction.
Under construction. 
January 28, 1926.
December 6, 1926.
January 7, 1926.
January 18, 1926.

Laundries.—A number of additional concrete posts were provided for the drying grounds 
at Blomendahl and the linen rooms at Wekanda were rat-proofed. A start was made with the 
filling up of the lakeside drying ground for the Pohvatta laundry.

Part X.—House Connections.
The following work was done in noticing owners for private drainage:—

192(5.
1,457Number of notices served 

Number of prosecutions 
Number of convictions 
Amount of fines

205
88

Rs. 1,330*50

A summary of the year’s work for connections is as under :—
Duriug Year.

Total.Previously.Aided. Unaided.
62 ... 681 .
— ... 145 .
62 ... 796 .

4,671Number of applications received 
Number of applications cancelled 
Number of applications approved 
Number of applications received for alterations or addi­

tions to existing drainage since January 1, 1913 
Number of premises drained 
Number of premises connected to rainwater sewers only 
Number of connections to rainwater sewers 
Number of advance connections to rainwater sewers ... 
Number of connections to soil sewers 
Number of advance connections to soil sewers 
Number of water closets installed with seats 
Number of water closets installed without seats

3,928 ...
310 ... 

3,269 ...
445

4,127

712— ... 236 . 
76 ... 739 .

476 ... 
3,229 ... 4,044 ,

441 . 43
41819 . 95 . 

18 . 
501 . 

74 . 
360 . 
990 . 

1,040 .

304
18

4,175
129

3,859
6,238
6,259

68 . 2,606 
55 ... 

3,476 ... 
5,161 ... 
5,112 ...

23 . 
87 .

Number of earth closets removed since January 1. 1913 107 .
Blockages.—250 blockages were cleared during the year.
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\Among the more important buildings drained during the year are—
New building, Barnes place. 
Registrar-General’s Office.
Military quarters, Kew road.
Wesley College, Baseline road.
Borah Community Hall, Fifth Cross street. 
“Nandasar,” Alexandra road.

iTwo new buildings, Queen’s road.
Elph instone Theatre, Maradana.
“Delaware,” Horton place.
“Sukastan,” Ward place.
“Barnes Lodge,” Barnes place.
Mann Little Motor Show Rooms, Union place. 
“Vimal Villa,” Turret road.

Part XI.—Workshops.

The services of the workhops are, of course, given to all departments and spread over both 
maintenance and new works. The total value of the work done was Rs. 351,481*71 on 2,800 
different jobs, each of which was separately costed and accounted. This -is exclusive of any 
machinery, plant, or transport units purchased during the year. More work was done than the 
previous year, due to the general increase of work in the Department.

New Sheds.—One additional shed was erected for housing plant and another one started 
to accommodate additional motor vehicles.

i '

!
Printing Department.—The erection of a new engine for printing machines, shafting, &c.,

is in progress.

The Symonds road entrance to the workshops was improved.
New Town Hall.—Carpentry and joinery work for this proceeded throughout the year on

an extensive scale.
Four steel barges for river transport arrived in sections and were assembled. Bodies were 

erected on one steam lorry and trailer and an ambulance body on a Fiat chassis. Steelwork was 
supplied for the plantain market, Kachcheri road, and for the Cattle Mart. The Slave Island market 
was installed with electric light.

Concrete Castings.—The year’s output showed a considerable increase. Its value was 
Rs. (14,212*68 and consisted of—

Description-

! i

Quantity.
... 38,484

Description.
Cement bricks 
Bull nose bricks 
Concrete manhole covers 
Concrete frame and covers 
Concrete blocks. No. 1 
Concrete blocks. No. 2 
Concrete blocks, No. 3 
Concrete blocks, No. 4 
Concrete blocks, No. 5 
Concrete blocks, No. 6 
Ventilation blocks 
Blocks over ventilation 
Moulded blocks 
Moulded blocks, half size 
Urinal blocks 
Bath blocks 
Partition blocks 
Coping blocks 
Roof slabs, small 
Roof slabs, large 
Seat blocks, large 
Seat blocks, small 
6-inch reinforced vent columns 
Concrete fence posts, ordinary 
Concrete fence posts, straining 
Concrete flower pots, large 
Concrete flower pots, small

Quantity.

... 11,936 lineal feet. 

... 7.232 lineal feet.
936 lineal feet.

Kerb blocks 
Channel blocks 

9-inch half round channels 
12-inch half round channels 
15-inch half round channels 
18-inch half round pipes 
24-inch half round pipes 
9-inch concrete pipes 

12-inch concrete pipes 
15-inch concrete pipes 
18-inch concrete pipes 
21-inch concrete pipes 
24-inch concrete pipes 
Slabs, 2 feet by 2 feet by 3 inches 41,624 square feet.
Slabs, 2 feet by 1 foot by 3 inches 3,620 square feet.
Slabs, 3 feet by 2 feet by 2 inches 846 square feet.
Slabs, 1 foot by 1 foot by 2 inches 37 square feet.
Slabs, for slopes, 2 feet by 2 feet 

by 3 inches
Concrete blocks, special, 20 inches 

by 19 inches by 3 inches ...
Garden kerbs, 18 inches by 6 inches 

by 2i inches ...

200 ii1,728
116... 14,661 lineal feet.

... 6,534 lineal feet,

... 2,835 lineal feet,

... 3,618 lineal feet,
2,502 lineal feet. 
3,456 lineal feet. 

930 lineal feet. 
... 2,061 lineal feet,
... 1,254 lineal feet.

2,718 lineal feet.

162
485
116
149
171

36
54

9
242
24
12

ri8
16

139
1,056 square feet. 48

8
32
3
346

Gully pots
Copings for walls, 3 feet 7 inches

by 1 foot 7 inches by 3 inches . 50 
Concrete pillar caps 
Concrete survey pickets

340269 -
20
86 ■15816

412

Roughly 2 miles of kerb blocks, ly miles of channel blocks, 5l miles of half-round 
dram inverts, 2-j miles of concrete pipes, and over 1 acre of concrete slabs were turned out.

i

Part XII.—Transport and Rollers.
At- the end of the year the list of vehicles and roll era controlled by the Department 

as follows:— was

Steam rollers 
Steam water vans 
Steam\wagons and trailers .. 
Motor lorries, scavenging 
Motor lorries, conservancy .

13 Motor lorries, disinfection 
Motor lorries, general 
Motor ambulances 
Motor animal ambulances 
Motor cars

2
3 3

10 2
5 2 *
1 o

<*

A
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The following work was performed by the transport vehicles :—
Steam wagons totalled a mileage of 50,437 for the year and transported 5,400 cubes of 

metal and 22,550 tons of other materials.
The steam water wagons totalled a mileage of 13,057, having spread 13,000,000 gallons

of water.
The mileage done by the motor lorries are follows :—

35,277 miles on scavenging.
10,131 miles on general work.

r ' 5,317 miles cn conservancy work.
The total cost of maintenance and renewals was Rs. 42,370*52.
There were added during the year, one oil driven road roller, which is working 

satisfactorily and very economically, one sentinel lorry and trailer, and one Fiat. An additional 
steam lorry and trailer and four petrol scavenging vehicles were on order.

Part XIII.—Plant and Tools.
Plant generally was maintained to a satisfactory standard, but the old drainage works 

boilers are no longer fit for use and will require replacement at an early date. The bitumen mixer 
was kept at work so far as weather permitted and continues to do good work. Our pile driver 
rendered assistance to the Colombo Harbour Works.

r

One launch, four steel barges, cranes, rails, and trucks, and one hydraulic press were 
received during the year. A few other machines for the Workshop are on order. These are 
essential for the ordinary maintenance of our increasing fleet of mechanical transport vehicles and 
some further additions are still essential.

The total cost of maintenance and wastage of plant and tools (other than pumping stations) 
for the year was Rs. 48,109*57.

Part XIV.—Miscellaneous.
An acquisition for a Child Welfare Centre, making provision for the future widening of 

Gintupitiya street and Hill street lane, was completed. Two ’bus stands were completed at Mutwal 
and Destructor road at costs of Rs. 1,482’6G and Rs. 1,155*15 respectively.

Work to the value of Rs. 29,525*60 was done by the Department on deposit and advance 
accounts and the value of work done for other departments totalled Rs. G7,958*04.

Part XV.—Administration.
1.—Private Streets, Buildings, Building Ordinance, and By-laws generally.

During the year 6,581 inspections were made and G84 cases had to be taken to Court, the 
penalties inflicted amounting to Rs. 4,959

Licenses were issued for nineteen petroleum stores, seven petrol pumps, four carbide 
stores, and one quarry.

The following applications were dealt with during the year:— 
Number of 

Applications.
1,408

Number
Allowed.
1,109

Number Number Withdrawn or 
Refused. under Consideration.

189

Nature of Buildiugs.
Permanent 
Temporary 
Retliatchings 
Scaffoldings

131
314 298 8 8
121 113 G 2
42 42

Total ... 1,885 1,562 203 141

Permanent buildings erected for’which certificates have been granted are as
Number of 
Certificates 

granted.

follows :— 
Number of 
Certificates 
granted.

Building.

Bungalows and cottages 
Tenements 
Stores 
Shops
Boutiques ...
Dairies and cattle sheds 
Open sheds (permanent)
Garages 
Theatre halls

General building activity was distinctly above the average in 192G. There 
able increase in the number of tenements completed, but the rate of progress in this direction is* 
no doubt, very inadequate and unequal to the demand. It is probably a very inattractive form 
of investment and as previously suggested it is likely that the supply will remain inadequate unless f 
Government, local authorities, and large employer’s of labour build for themselves. The Council 
added only one such quarter during the year.

The scheme for rebuilding the Koehchikade insanitary area cannot be proceeded with 
until the legal objection that the Council have no power to carry out such work is removed.

The provision of dwellings, as a whole, including bungalows, cottages, tenements and flats 
showed a large and satisfactory increase. jj

e During the year three private street lines were sanctioned in order to assist owners 
1*. build and make use of their plots.

Building.

197 Bakeries
Schools
Photo studios
Racing stables (stalls)
Pavilions (temporarv)
Flats

2
139 4

15. 1
15 1G
18 1
14 14
41
31 Total ... 509

1
was a consider-

r\
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2—Surveys, Drawings, &c.
210 special surveys and 70 sections were made and plotted and 3 tenement lists.. 

prepared, 47 visits made for taking or handing over property. Levels and setting out for work'" 
in progress was done as and when required.

208 original drawings and 24 maps were prepared, as well as 981 tracings and 1,870 prints. 
House drainage and other record maps were kept, up to date as work proceeded.

Amongst other matters three alternative schemes and estimates were prepared in detail 
for the widening of the Galle road between Deal place and Frederica road. This was a very long 
and heavy task as accurancy was essential for comparative figures.

A

3.—Legal.
Certain small amendments to the special area or zoning by-laws and traffic regulations 

were confirmed, but nothing has yet been accomplished as regards amendments to the Vehicles 
or Housing Ordinance. i

4.—General.
The staff of the Department was last fixed as being anything but extravagant on the basis 

of a value of work done which has ever since been exceeded by about fifty per cent, and last year 
exceeded by about one hundred per cent.

It is hoped that further assistance will soon be forthcoming since the Council’s normal 
programme of work based on present day requirements cannot be carried on without it. In the 
meantime important matters will be subject to delay as it is impossible to continue the rate of 
progress for the year under review.

I wish to acknowledge the hard work and assistance cheerfully given by the staff’.
Mr. Hallock Wijenathen, Works Engineer, returned from leave and resumed duties on

January 4, 1926.
Mr. J. M. Blizard, Drainage Engineer, left on leave on October 29,1926.
Mr. C. Foenander, Superintendent Conservancy, retired after 38 years’ service with effect 

from December 31. He left behind a long and unblemished record of work of a very high 
standard.

Mr. R. McKeller, Supervisor, Conservancy, was appointed Sub-Inspector, Public Health
Department.

Mr. F. E. Gooneratne, Clerk, was transferred to Municipal Treasurer’s Department.
Mr. F. A. de Silva, Clerk, was transferred to Public Health Department.
Several other clerks, who recently joined left the Department as soon as they secured 

appointments in the Government service.I

N. M. INGRAM,
Municipal Engineer.Maligakanda, April 9, 1927.

APPENDIX F.

REPORT OF THE VETERINARY SURGEON FOR 1926.
I

Contagious Diseases (Animals).
RhuUrpesL—A case of this disease was discovered at Captain’s Gardens in December due 

to the activity of Veterinary Inspector Mr. Gunatilleke, who was commended by the Chairman. 
An extensive area was proclaimed, preventive measures were adopted, and ninety contacts were 
quarantined. The sick animal was a recent arrival from Mulleriyawa, in the Western Province, and 
fortunately had been kept in an isolated enclosure all the time. No further cases occurred. The 
source of infection could not be traced, as inquiries made at Mulleriyawa and in the adjoining 
villages showed that there was no trace of rinderpest anywhere there.

Foot.-and-Mouth Disease.—A case of this disease occurred in a calf at No. 6, Silversmith 
street, in November. In this case too the source of infection could not be traced. The sick calf 
was removed to hospital, where it died, and eight contacts were quarantined. No fresh 
cases occurred.

Anthrax.—Four fatal cases of anthrax occurred among cattle in the town during the year.
Rabies.—There were 77 cases of rabies in 1926, against 40 in 1925 and 20 in 1924. Of 

these, 37 gave positive results and 11 gave negative results. The remaining 29 were not examined, 
^either because they were considered to be typical cases that had bitten no persons or other dogs, or 
because the brains were in a state unfit for examination. Of the 77 cases, 4 were among horses 
and 1 in a calf, the remainder occurred among dogs.

The number of stray dogs seized and impounded was 2,537, of which 2,243, or 88*4 per 
cent., were destroyed or died in the pound. Motor night raids were made, which resulted in the 
catch of 77 of the total number of dogs seized. In addition, 183 dogs were shot, by the Police.

Do(/ R^/istration.—During the year 2,260 dogs and 815 bitches, making a total of 3,075, 
were registered,1Against a total of 2,869 in the previous year. House to house inspections were; 
made by the staff, and 618 unregistered dogs were detected and their registration secured. At the\. 
same time 292 ownerless dogs were found and sent to the Dog Pound for destruction. *
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Cattle Mart and Quarantine Station.
Admissions.—The number of cattle admitted was 5,430, against 3,700 in die previous year, 

*.i which 4,907 were for slaughter, 248 for draft, and 281 for milch purposes. The number ol. 
buffaloes admitted was 2,385, against 1,882 in the previous year, of which 520 were for 
and 1,805 wre milch animals. The number of sheep and goats admitted was 110,070, against bo,4.14 
in 1925, of which 25,219 came from Aden, 4 from Karachi, and the remaining 85,447 from Tuticorm.

The numbers of cattle and buffaloes imported in recent years show no very marked 
fluctuations. But, in the case of sheep and goats the numbers imported annually have shown a 
steady increase. The number of admissions in 1922 was 59,780 ; in 1923 it was 02,839 ; in 1924 it 
was 71,425; in 1925 it was 85,494; and in 1920 it was 110,070. In the year und err report it 
practically reached the pre-war level, due to the large number imported from Aden.

The importation of goats from Aden in such large numbers caused serious congestion at 
the station. On occasions there were at the station over 4,000 goats on a single day. Steps were, 
therefore, taken to restrict the numbers imported, pending the provision of additional accommodation. 
Council of September 1 sanctioned the erection of two additional sheds at an estimatedjiost of 
Bs. 22,500 and the fencing off of two cattle sheds with wire at an estimated cuJt of Rs. 650. The 
fencing has been erected, but not the two sheds. The mortality among the sheep and goats arriving 
from Aden was fairly heavy due to overcrowding on board.

Animal Disease.—An outbreak of rinderpest occurred at the Quarantine Station at the end 
of April, among recent arrivals from India. There were 10 cases, 7 of which were shot and 
3 of which recovered. In addition, 2 contacts, which had been removed to the Slaughter-house 
sheds, developed the disease and were taken back to the hospital at the Quarantine Station. Early 
in April there were 2 cases of foot-and-mouth disease, both of which recovered. There were 1,138 
fatal cases of anthrax among the sheep and goats.

Dairy at tlic Cattle Mart.—The work in connection with the dairy at the Cattle Mart was 
commenced at the beginning of September. Rules were laid down which provided for cleanliness,, 
the use of approved milk vessels, milking at fixed time and places, straining and measuring of the 
milk, and the prevention of adulteration and the removal of cream. The rules also required that 
only registered dairymen and milk vendors could milk the cows, handle the milk vessels, and 
remove milk from the dairy. To carry out the work and enforce the rules, 2 Stock Sub-Inspectors 
and 4 coolies were appointed. Objections were raised by the owners of the cows to the enforcement 
of some of these rules and these are under consideration.

The water supply at the Quarantine Station, which was very defective, was improved at a 
cost of Rs. 1,286*75.

112

Public Slaughter-house.
The number of cattle slaughtered was 14,884, and the number of buffaloes slaughtered was 

9,750, making a total of 24,634. It is interesting to note that the average number of these animals 
slaughtered during three years 1919 to 1921 was about 26,700. During the three years 1922 to 
1924 there was a steady annual decrease of about 2,000 animals, till in 1924 the number slaughtered 
was only 20,039. Since then there has been a steady annual increase of over 2,000 animals 
slaughtered, and the figure now stands at 24,634, but the normal average has not yet been reached. 
Of the cattle and buffaloes slaughtered, 4,922 cattle and 587 buffaloes, making a total of 5,509, were 
imported, and the remainder were obtained locally.

The number of sheep and goats slaughtered was 90,674, of which 89,472 were importedr 
and the balance 1,202 were obtained locally. Here again there has recently been a steady annual 
increase in the numbers slaughtered. During the three years 1921 to 1923 the average number 
slaughtered annually was about 57,800. In 1924 it was 65,310 ; in 1925 .it was 75,739 ; and in 1926 
it rose to 90,674.

The number of pigs slaughtered was 3,188. This has been about the normal average for.
many years.

A question asked by Mr. T. G. Jayewardene at a General Meeting of the Council held on 
August 4, elicited the following reply from the Chairman :—

44 The methods of handling and slaughtering of animals at the Slaughter-house can 
hardly be described as up-to-date. Whether they are humane is a question on 
which opinions differ and largely depends on the skill of the slaughtermen. The 
cattle awaiting slaughter are housed in walled sheds over 100 yards distant from 
the place of slaughter. The animals are cast. The legs of cattle and buffaloes 
are tied together, sheep are held down. In all cases the throats are cut. In 1910 
and 1917 attempts were made to introduce the use of a pistol known as a 
*‘ humane killer,” but they were discontinued. Not only was it not entirely 
successful, but the butchers objected in a petition in which they stated that it 
destroyed the brain, and thereby caused a loss of 40 cents on each animal. The 
Muslims also objected on the ground that it was contrary to the rules of their r 
religion to stun or otherwise injure an animal before cutting its throat. All the 
present butchers, who slaughter, are Muslims, except one, and all employ the 
method of cutting the throat, because all have Muslim customers. Until, therefore, 
at least the religious objection is withdrawn it appears to be useless to attempt to 
alter the present methods. It seems desirable to postpone the question of erecting 
a new Slaughter-house until Government has designed and possibly erected the 
new Quarantine Station, which at present is under considerationT'

Improvements to the sanitary arrangements to the Slaughter-house at an estimated cost, of 
'’R$. 1,095 were carried out during the year.
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The number of live animals rejected before slaughter was 821), of which 751 were on 
account of poor condition. The number of sheep arid goats rejected before slaughter was 139. f

The number of carcases of cattle and buffaloes rejected as unfit for food was L94.-0.T; 
carcases of sheep and goats or pigs were rejected. '

Vs v XRat Destruction.
The number of rat traps placed during the year was 015,597, andx£24,228 rats were 

caught. The number of rats caught per 100 cages was 20*18, against 24*49 in 1925 and 23*27 
in 1924. The drop in the catch is due to a consigment of unsatisfactory rat traps, which were 
imported direct from England. The rats found easy egress from them owing to the*pliableness 
of the tyire.

The number of rats sent to the City Microbiologist for examination was 0,925 live rats 
and 14,030 carcases, or a total of 21,555, of which only one was found to be infected. The number 
of poison baits placed was 1,093,945, of which 00,085, or 3*91 per cent., were probably eaten 
or removed by rats. The number of dead rats found was 20- Rat holes were''found in 26 premises 
and-stegs were take mve these fumigated and closed.

Miscellaneous.
During the year 15 cattle sheds and livery stables were discontinued, and 10 new ones 

were licensed, leaving a total of 107 at the end of the year against 172 at the end of 1925.
Vehicles and Animals.—The number of vehicles and animals passed for license was as 

follows :—Carriages and horses 13, against 20 in 1925 ; hackeries and bulls 97, against 104 in 1925, 
and rickshaws 4,109, against 3,891 in 1925. Three new rickshaw stands were erected during the 
year, and the number for which 2 existing rickshaw stands were registered was increased

Grazing on Paries and Open Slices.—The action taken against the grazing of milch 
cattle, belonging to illicit milk vendors, on parks and open spaces, which was commenced 
in 1925, was vigorously continued during the year under report with satisfactory results.

The number of cattle seized and impounded was 361, and 70 prosecutions were entered 
against their owners. The amount of the fines imposed was Rs. 559.

During the year, at the request of the Municipal Magistrate, I examined and reported on 
114 animals in cruelty cases, against 87 in the previous year.

%

C. W. PATE,
Municipal Veterinary Surgeon.Colombo, March 23, 1927.

APPENDIX G.

REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT, FIRE BRIGADE, 1926.

I have the honour to forward my Annual Report for 1926.
Cost of maintenance of the Fire Department was Rs. 65,135*81, viz.:—

Rs. c.
39,739 79 
1,620 0 
5,653 4 
4,354 58 
4,583 87 

59 38 
28 83 

9,096 32

Salaries and wages 
Allowances ...
Uniforms
Stores
Working expenses and lights
Stationery
Library ...
Hose, couplings, &c.

!

Total ... 65,135 81

No expenditure was incurred under capital account.
Galls.—Fifty-four calls were received, as compared with forty-one for 1925. One was 

for a fire outside the Municipal limits which the Department attended, two were malicious false 
calls, and one a false call given with good intent. Forty-five were given through the Public 
and Police Telephone Exchanges, five by means of York Street fire alarm point, and four 
by strangers and firemen.

■

Fii'es.—Two fires each involved a loss of Rs. 75,000. Both of these were covered by 
insurance. Several of the other outbreaks would undoubtedly have caused heavy losses but for 
the prompt attention of the Department. It is gratifying to report that- this fact was recognized 
by the occupiers of properties involved. The great increase in motor vehicles is reflected in these 
returns, eight outbreaks of fire occurring amongst this class of risk resulting in two cases of 
total destruction. Singularly, public garages get off very lightly, not, I fear, from any exceptional 

^ precautions against fire being taken, but rather owing to the necessity of being well ventilated 
under tropical conditions as compared with those in temperate climates.A

Fire Loss.—The estimated loss caused by fire in the city was Rs. 180,497, as compared 
with Rs. 247,136 for 1925. v

Fees,—The Brigade earned tor inspection, watching, instruction, and the out of area
fire Rs. 4,332.

it67r^:—Has been at full strength throughout tho year. Sickness has been very prevalent. 
440 days being lost through this. When sickness is of an infectious nature it is quickly transmitted 
under the existing conditions of living at the Fire Station. ‘ V. ^

I
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A serious accident, the first which has befallen the Brigade, occurred on the night oi 
November 27. Number four motor tender with crew of seven men whilst responding to a 
•re caP .turned completely over, resulting in all the men receiving injuries, three of whom had to 

^••^'ctaiuo; in hospital. The appliance has had to be condemned as a consequence.
tiler Supply.—Has been sufficient at all fires. Hydrants were opened on twenty-one 

occasions' eithe\to supply the fire pumps or to be used with hose jets directly on to the fire.
Appliances.—With the exception of the fire escape ladder, all appliances are in good 

order. A new fire tender will have to be obtained to replace that mentioned as condemned.
A new fire.ladder will be ordered shortly, funds having been provided in current Budget.

•
Causes of Fires. *

2Unknown 
Defective electric circuits ... 
Suspicious
Spark from passing train 
Accumulation of carbon deposit 
Lighted cigarette end thrown down 
False alarm given by fire alarm point. 
Over flooding of carburettor 
Explosion
Spark from cooking fire 
Leakage of gas ...
Spark from sulphur bleaching of fire 
Overheating of exhaust pipe 
Bursting of a crucible 
Malicious false alarms

14 Back fire in carburettor 
Petrol vapour coming in contact with 

lighted oil tail lamp 
Children playing with matches 
Back fire in oil enghre 
Petrol vapour coming in 

naked light ...
False alarm given with good intent 
Spark from burning buildings 
Upsetting kerosine oil bottle lamp 
Slaking of lime

7
1I
I1
I1

3 tact w un
1.1
11
14
13
12

1
54Total2

1
2

Vature of Risks.
3Store

Hotel
Cadjan cooly lines and sheds
Import stores
Street lamp
Motor cars and lorries
Export stores
Private bungalows
Electric tramway
Public motor garage
Public bioscope
Office buildings

1 Boutiques 
Workshops 
Engine rooms ...
Timber depot and carpenter sheds 
Malicious false alarms 
Out of area fires
False alarm given with good intent 
False alarm given by fire alarm point ...

12
38
15
11
28
.13
15

1
Total ... 542

3
2

Motor Ambulances. 
Infectious Diseases.

Calls attended 
Persons removed 
Distance travelled (miles)
Time engaged (hours)
Expenditure
Refunds on account plague prevention, Port and other fees

700
978

11,900 
1,135 

... Rs. 9,055* 

... Rs. 924

Total ... Rs. 8,131

; Includes wages of three male and one female attendant, Public Health Department.

Accidents.
Wellawatta. San Sebastian.

Calls attended 
Persons removed 
Distance travelled (miles)
Time engaged (hours)
Expenditure
On the opening of the Infectious Diseases Hospital at Angoda in February, the 

Ambulance Services were rearranged, the Fire Brigade being deputed to deal with the infectious 
diseases of the city and port; Police Department, accidents; and the Director of Medical and 
Sanitary Services, private surgical and medical cases. An ambulance is also now available in 
connection with the port, owned and maintained by the Port Commission. It is for the 
conveyance to hospital of all cases from the port other than those of an infectious nature.

A Fiat ambulance was placed in commission on June 23. It is a great improvement r 
on the Ford vehicle, but the springing is still unsatisfactory when travelling over bad roads. It is 
difficult to eliminate road shocks and internal vibration when a commercial type of chassis is used.

Funds have been provided in 1927 Budget for two more ambulances. When these 
materialize the remaining Ford vehicles will be removed from the infectious diseases work.

282 388
330 393

3,173 i 2,247
410 239

Rs. 2,659

P. H. LAN A^,’AY, 
Superintendent, Fire Brigade.

’^^Yebroary 25, 1927.
r.
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APPENDIX H.

*REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL MAGISTRATE FOR THE YEAR 192*

The number of cases instituted in the Municipal Court during the year. » 
in which 21,590 persons were charged. This shows an increase of 3,674 in the number of 
cases instituted over the previous year. There were 1,454 cases relating to crueltv^to animals, 887 
relating to vagrants, 1,121 relating to nuisances.

The fines imposed amounted to Rs. 169,735*86.
The annexed classification shows the manner of their disposal:—

1925. 1926.
Rs. Rs.G. C.

... 75,896 63 90,278 53 
- 19,410 0 

46,556 33 
13,491 0

.Judicial fines to Municipal revenue 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 18,625 50 
Police Reward?imd 

(oafis^vcred)
... 30,513 16 
... 16,315 85

169,735 86Total fines imposed ... 141,351 14

The following is a classified statement of charges disposed of during the year :— 

C«= Number of cases. P=Number of persons charged.
Weights

and
Measures.

Thorough­
fares.

Cruelty to 
Animals.

Unlawful
Gaming.Nuisances.Vagrants. Police. Vehicles.

Miscel­
laneous.* Total.

\ No. 4 of 
1841.

No. 16 of 
1S65.

No. 4 of 
1916.

No. 15 of 
1862.

No. 4 of 
1919.

No. 10 of 
1861.

No. 13 of 
1907.

No. 17 of 
1889.

C. C. P.P. P. C. i\ C. P. c. c. p. c. p. c. p. p.c. p.c.
Pending on 

December 
31, 1925 ...

Instituted 
during the 
year

10 18 10510 18 1811 11 9 18 105 2 13 29 85 1142 271 318

887 551 551 1,454 3,482 4,115 4,856 4,9411,433 1,455 1,121 1,193 70 72 303 1,064 5,941 6,736 18,665 21,690

1,443 562 562 1,463 1,464 1,139 1,211S97 3,500 4,163 4,961 5,046 6,02672 74 316 1,093 6,850 18,936 21,906

Convicted ... 
-Acquitted and 

dismissed. 
Pending

1,406848 1,385 511 511 1,405 1.003 1,066 3,397 3,729 3,8104,051 68 70 260 5,164915 6,819 16,385 19,033

36 89 1,18345 39 51 51 103 87 1,186110 96 4 43 167 794 2,6354 937 2,345
S3 12 12 7 7 16 4913 33 35 16 50 8 11 63 23894 206

Cases. Cases.
Pending from 1925 
Instituted in 1926

Disposed of
Pending on January 1, 1927

271 ... 18,730
... 18,665 206

Total ... 18,936 Total ... 18.936

* Cases appearing under this head are instituted under Ordinances Nos. 14 of 1920, 2 of 1883 (section 259). 21 of 1919. 2 of 1919, 
21 of 1921, 24 of 1921, 42 of 1917, and Municipal Council’s By-laws made under section 4 of Ordinance No. S of 1901.

MERVYN JOSEPH, 
Municipal Magistrate.March 1. 1927.

APPENDIX I.

REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN FOR THE YEAR 1926.

I have the honour to submit my Administration Report, for the year 1926.
The Report for 1925 struck an optimistic note, and it is a pleasure to record that those 

hopes were not belied during 1926. The returns from the various departments prove that the 
public have shown a greater appreciation of this institution.

Considerable progress has also been made with the work of rearrangement. All the 
books have now been classified. The catalogue of fiction was completed, but its printing was 
unavoidably held over owing to pressure of work in the Municipal Printing Department. 1 he rest 
of the books having been classified, it only remains to prepare the catalogue for the printer. The 
delay that has been experienced so far has been mainly due to the elforts made towards producing 
a catalogue with a full index.

Towards the end of the year a start was made with the rebinding of damaged books. 
About 100 hooks were rebound at a cost of Rs. 27oo0. The number of books that need rebinding 
is out of all proportion to the rest, and for a number of years lebmdmg will be a heavj item 
of expenditure.

A phblic telephone was installed in the Library, early in the year, but lack of support

4 •

:

necessitated its removal.
“Na
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A few flower beds ou the lawn and the removal of the fernery have added to the general 

appearance of the Library building.
V. ,{- The Committee for the year consisted of the following:—

b 'q - w^'yhe Chairman, Messrs. A. E. de Silva, R. L. Pereira, W. E. V. de Roov, Dr. E. A. Coorey, 
Dr. D‘c, iC^ckwood, Rev. M. J. Burrows, the Hon. Mr. G. A. Wille, Mr. F. Dadablioy, the Hon. 
Sir H. M. Fernando, Dr. J. Pearson, Prof. R. Marrs, Prof. Leigh Smith, Mr. P. de S. Kularatne,

. i^Jeune, Mr. E. W. Jayewardene, K.C., and Mr. L. M. Maartensz.
Three meetings were held during the year.

few amendments were made to the rules. The hour of opening was altered from 
7 A.M. to 8 A.M., aud that of closing from 8 P.M. to 7.30 P.M. #

The hour of closing on Wednesdays was altered to 11 A.M.
The number of books a borrower was entitled to was made two instead of one: a welcome 

concession to readers.
No changes took place in the staff.

Rev. Fr. Y. M

Reading Room.
A few improvements have been made here in the disposal of the newspapers and 

periodicals. These last were placed in covers and displayed on a rack. The result has been a tidy 
table. The newspapers were placed on stands in a separate room; no chairs or stools were 
provided. This supposed oversight raised a mild protest from the readers, but familiarity has bred 
acquiescence.

The following newspapers and periodicals were taken in during the year :—
Daily.—London Times, Times of Ceylon, Ceylon Observer, Ceylon Daily News, Ceylon 

Morning Leader, Ceylon Independent, Catholic Messenger.
Weekly.—London Times Weekly, Times Educational Supplement, Times Literary 

Supplement, Manchester Guardian Weekly, Nation, Truth, Spectator, Illustrated London News, 
Sphere, The Field, Queen, Punch, Nature, Indian Times Weekly.

Monthly.—Blackwood’s Magazine, Nineteenth Century Magazine, Strand, Home, Con­
temporary Review, Review of Reviews, Fortnightly Review, Nash’s and Pall Mali Magazine, 
Bookman, Cornhill, Connoisseur, Journal of Education, National Geographic Magazine U.S.A., 
Scientific American, Modern Review, Indian Review.

Quarterly.—Hibbert Journal, Quarterly Review, Edinburgh Review, Science Progress,
The Round Table.

Annually.—Whitaker’s Almanac, Daily Mail Year Book, Colonial Office List, Who’s Who.
Two sales of periodicals were held in January and July, and realized Rs. 49*50 and 

Rs. 70*50, respectively.
The following is a return of visitors to the Reading Room from March to December, 1926:—

Daily 
Average.

Total number 
of Visitor.*?.

Daily
Average.

Total number 
of Visitors.

8G6March
April
May
June
July

28 August 
September ... 
October 
November ... 
December ...

922 30
748 25 951 32
858 28 987 33
802 27 1,029 34
973 31 758 25

There has been a steady increase during the year in the number of visitors, the decline 
in April and December being due, no doubt, to the exodus from Colombo that takes place during 
those months.

Some readers who frequent the reading room indulge in the vicious practice of defacing 
periodicals and newspapers by cutting out articles and pictures which they fancy. Detection of 
these culprits is difficult, but, on the other hand, complaints are raised when readers are hedged 
about with a few restrictions.

Lending Library.
At the beginning of the year there were 91 borrowers on the list. 144 joined up in the 

course of the year aud 24 withdrew. The total number as it stood at the end of the year was 21U 
showing an inci’ease of 120 over the number in 1925.

The following is the return of issues:—
General works 
Philosophy 
Religion 
Sociology 
Philology 
Science 
Useful arts

... 119 Fine arts 
Literature 
History 
Fiction

22
77 498
22B ' 572
80Si ... 2,866

A. 101i • Total ... 4,376
13 A

' %Fines amounting to Rs. 95*25 were collected.
The work of weeding out old and out-of-date fiction was completed. 387 books were • 

withdrawn ; of these, 23.) were returned to the Committee of the late Colombo Library. The 
remainder were offered foy sale at 2.) cents each. Twenty-seven books were sold antQ the proceeds 
credited to revenue. 12.) were distributed among the Lunatic Asylum, Leper Asylum, Kandana 

atorium. and the Prisons.jsf

*
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150 works of fiction and 350 works of other classes were purchased out of the year’s V >te - 
The latter included the latest in biography, literature, history, and travel.

It has been decided to purchase books quarterly so that there would be 
newly published books at any time. v • /

... v/£

Reference Library.
i

Mention was made in the last Report of the inadequacy of workr, of reference. This 
deficiency has now been supplied to some extent by the addition of fifty-ski: works of reference. 
Most of these were purchased from a valuable bequest left by the Committee ’'of the late 
Pcttah Library.

Five valuable books on Ceylon were bought for this Department at a cost of Rs. 450. 
The return of books consulted is as follows :—

Literature 
History 
General works

7Philosophy
«swM«Religion

... 105 

... 179 

... 205
32
10I

Philology 
Science 
Useful arts 
Fine arts

1! . 9i ' 2 Total ... 561
11

: A valuable donation of Rs. 4,719*75 has been given to this Library by the Committee of 
the late Pettah Library, the conditions of the gift being that it was to be spent on the purchase of 
useful works of reference. It was decided to spend Rs. 2,000 on the immediate purchase of books 
of reference, which should form the “ Pettah Library Bequest.” The balance was to be placed in 
fixed deposit for the future purchase of books. It is to be hoped that the good example set by the 
Committee of the Pettah Library will be followed by many others in the near future.

The following donations of books are acknowledged with thanks :—
... Nineteen books.
... The book entitled “ Denmark.”
... The Life of Cesare Borgia by Rafael Sabatini; 

Torquemada and the Spanish Inquisition by 
Rafael Sabatini.

... One of China’s Scholars by Mrs. Howard Taylor: 
The Scarlet Pimpernel by Baroness Orczy.

I

From Mr. L. J. Gratiaen 
From The Consul for Denmark 
From Mr. H. M. Gittens

From Mrs. L. Seneviratne

Receipt of complimentary copies of the following periodicals is acknowledged with 
thanks:—Tropical Agriculturist, Buddhist Annual, Buddhist Chronicle, Journal of the British 
Medical Association (Ceylon Branch), New Outlook, Sessional Papers and Blue Books, Pranks, The 
Referee, Rays from the Rose Cross, Sydney Sunday Times, Tasmanian Illustrated Mail. Tlieosophical 
News, Royal College Magazine. Training College Magazine, Government Gazette, Mercantile 
Guardian, New Zealand Statistical Report.

Again I have to thank the staff for the help they have given me during the year under
review.

S. C. BLOK. 
Librarian.March 4, 1927.
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i RESOLUTION OF THE* COUNCIL.

The Hon. Mr. N. H. M. Abdul Cader, M.L.C., moved that, in terms of Section 102 of 
Ordinance No. 6 of 1910, the Chairman’s Administration Report for the financial year, 1926 be. 
as usual, submitted to His Excellency the Governor.

Dr. E. V. Ratnam seconded.—Carried.
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