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HISTORIC SPEECH AT U.N

Text of speech made by Krishna Vaikunthavasan

United Nations General Assemhly
on 9th October, 1978
[The President of the Assembly Mr. | Liveano, presided)

Mr President! Leaders of the World!

If oppressed minority nations such as Tamil Eelam cannot make
representations to this supreme body, then where are we to go?

My name is Krishna and I come from the 2.5 million strong Nation of
Tamil Eelam lying between Sri Lanka and India.

The Sri Lanka Sinhala government is continuing a policy of genocide
aimed at the destruction of our Tamil Nation.

We have exercised our right of self-determination to live as a Separate
Nation.

There is every danger of the Tamil problem threatening the peace of the
Indian Region.

The problem in Sri Lanka will develop to be as serious as the Palestinian
and the Cyprus problems unless you, the world leaders intervene and

help in its solution now.

We appeal to you for such help! Thank you. I apologise for speaking
without permission.

LONG LIVE TAMIL EELAM!
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Son Gandeepan'’s Greetings

Greetings from S.Sivanayagam
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Son Gandeepan’s Greetings

Dear Appa
A tribute on your 80™ Birthday to everything you have
achieved and to express my gratitude for having groomed and

encouraged me in every aspect of my life.
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Greetings from
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A strange thing happened in New York City on the 5th of October 1978.
Representatives of the many countries of the world sitting in the audito-
rium of the General Assembly of the United Nations, heard with disbelief
the name of a country they had never heard before, and saw a man at the
podium whom they had never seen before. By the time they blinked their
eyes several times and wiped their glasses, a man who said he was
Krishna Vaikunthavasan had already introduced his country - Thamil
Ealam - to the world. Mr.Vaikunthavasan Is always a man in a hurry. He
never waits for the baby to be delivered. He announces the impending
birth as soon as the conception takes place!

But then, Mr.Vaikunthavasan is a man of many parts and many talents.
He knows how to agitate as a Trade Unionist one day and then run a
People’s Voice newspaper, he also knows how to sit as a sober judge on
the Bench of a foreign country, and also how to grab the ears of world
politicians into listening to the problems of the Tamils. He also knows to
contest elections unsuccessfully whether from Kankesanturai or from
Collier's Wood!

On this happy occasion when his 80th birthday is being celebrated, it
gives me immense satisfaction in adding my own warm greetings to him.
They say that when the mind makes appointments that the body cannot
keep, that is a definition of old age. | am sure Mr.Vaikunthavasan’s mind
keeps making appointments all the time, which his body cannot keep. But
let us all pray that there is one important appointment that his body must
be asked to keep, and that is to ensure that he lives to see the day when
Tamil Eelam is sworn in as a member country of the United Nations m

5.5ivanayagam
Editor Hot Spring

P.O.Box 14258, London SW16 6EN. UK
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An Articulate Leader

The concept of socialism was considered as a disease by most of the institutions and by majority of
the middle class whose influence among the common people especially among the Tamils was
dominant. But Socialism in Srilanka was based on a firm belief of establishing a more humane
and fairer society based on Religious beliefs and this attracted young idealists. Mr.Vaikunthavasan
is one of them.

M. Vaikunthavasan as all socialists in 1950s believed in holding the Tamils and Sinhalese together
in peace, but with a sense of identity and mutual respect. He felt this was essential to accommodate
social changes to achieve a more humane and fairer society and political stability.

Mr. Vaikunthavasan as the Secretary General Public Service GCSU Trade Union of Ceylon and
Joint Secretary All Island Middle Class and Public Service Trade Unions 1947-1950 worked hard
to defend and extend the working class interest. His aggressive approach in pursuing this noble
goal made the UNP government sack him from his job. After independence from British rule
United National Party (UNP), responsible for running the country and the institutions affecting
millions of common folks failed to respond to the new challenges that faced the country after
independence but was determined to weaken the Trade Unions and more concerned with helping
the private sector.

Mr. Vaikunthavasan was the most articulate of all the trade union leaders and started the English
Weekly News Paper People’s Voice. Mr. Vaikunthavasan was the Editor, Mrs. Vaikunthavasan the
Manager and his father Mr. A. Krishnapillai the Manager of the People’s Press. He used the News
Paper with his personal appeal to bring an understanding between all the Socialists parties and all
the trade unions to create a national resolve to fight against the policies followed by the UNP and
to establish a socialist government.

The riots of 1958, left most of the Tamils socialist with unbelievable disappointments. This was
the case with Mr. Vaikunthavasan, still believing on the noble cause for fighting injustice and for
a fairer and humane society felt Srilanka should go back to a system as it existed before the British
rule, two separate states, one for the Tamils and one for Sinhalese, a solution for bringing peace in
the Island. With this in mind he has joined forces with all the other Tamil groups with the same
objective. He has aggressively contributed in many ways to bring the Ealam Tamils Problems to
the attention of the International Community. Mr. Vaikunthavasan’s greatest contribution to the
TAMIL CAUSE IS THE FACT that he raised our issue at the U.N. General Assembly in Newyork.
This was in 1978 and still the matter remains unsolved. He has spent all his talents and resources
at his disposal for the Eelam Tamil cause.

From 1977, continuously Mr. Vaikunthavasan has been living with his family in London. He took
part in many activities engaged in by the Tamils in UK. The activities included religious community
welfare etc., We, people of Alaveddy are proud that Vaikunthavasan is from Alaveddy and one of
the Patrons and founder members of the Alaveddy Makkal Sangam.

Long Live Vaikunthavasan

Vairavamoorthy
Treasurer, Alaveddy Makkal Sangam.
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KRISHNA VAIKUNTHAVASAN
by Eric Crowther OBE

For 30 years I worked for the British Council Overseas
students Centre in London. Towards the beginning of that time (I
think in the late 1950’s), I set up a debating group, meeting weekly. It was not an
immediate success , at first it attracted four students from different parts of Africa
who did not like each other and saw it was a chance to pursue(at tedious length)
their Personal vendettas. But I realized that it could only get better and it did, due to
the advent of some more articulate and interesting students who started to attend
regularly.

One of these was a law student Krishna Vaikunthavasan, who could always
be relied upon to make a worthwhile speech on any topic. He would begin slowly,
but worked up to an eloquent climax. He was very loyal | 1 do not think that he
missed a single debate, until he returned to Sri Lanka, when I lost touch with him,

We were to meet again at the commonwealth Judges’ and magistrates’
Conference in Kuala Lumpur in 1975, when Krishna was accompanied by his
charming and kindly wife and then 13 year old son Gandee always anxious to
promote his family Krishna asked Lord Denning if Gandee might paint a portrait of
him, to which had Denning agreed, and 1 had the task, through the good offices of
the British Council, of getting it back to London as Lord and Lady Denning wanted
it to hang in their flat in Lincoln’s Inn. Later on Gandee was to become a
celebrated portrait painter, being chosen to paint Harold Macmillan for the occasion
of his 90" birthday the presentation being made by Prince Philip.

By the time of the Kuala Lumpur Conference Krishna was having
difficulties in his professional life. He was a Tamil and the authorities in Sri Lanka
insisted that only Sinhalese in which Krishna lacked fluency should be spoken in
their courts, so Krishna applied for and obtained a post as a magistrate in Zambia,
But soon that country embarked upon an ‘Africanisation” policy and Krishna was
compelled to give up work which he enjoyed and did competently. I said to him,
once a person has been called to English Bar he can come and practise here. So
Krishna brought over his family and middle aged now, embarked on a new and
successful career in London. Later on, when in this mid-seventies, he stood as a
candidate to be M.E.P. in the part of south-west London where he resides. Such is
the enterprise of a man who has been my friend for over 40 years now. Now he is
apprcaching his 80" birthday, and his many friends will wish him a long and happy
retirement with his dear family.
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Marco Polo’s Visit to Medieval Eelam

by
Sachi Sr1 Kantha

(Associate Professor, Gifu University, Japan)

Introduction

It is with humility that I express my sincere greetings to Mr. Krishna Vaikunthavasan for adding another ten
worthy years after reading the biblical span of ‘three score and ten’. It is also somewhat unfortunate that
only once | have had the chance to meet him in person, and that too for a fleeting moment at Madurai, during
the 5th International Tamil Research Conference held in January 1981. However, I have had the pleasure to
communicate with him via letters occasionally during the past 15 years.

Among the Eelam Tamils, other than ‘Adangaa Thamizhan’ Chellappah Suntheralingam, [ cannot think of
any other individuals like vaikunthavasan Aiyah who expressed his rugged individualism in so many differ-
ent areas for the Tamil cause. In some distinction than that of Suntheralingam: But one should not fall into
the trap of comparing apples and oranges. Thus, I will limit my canvas to what I have been commissioned.

If I’m not mistaken, history records that Vaikunthavasan is probably the first Eelam Tamil to visit China in
a quasi-official delegation, after the 1949 People Revolution commanded by Chairman Mao Ze Dong. To
honour his long record of public service, in this essay, I wish to review a lesser-known and neglected aspect
of 13th century history of Eelam, chronicled by a world renowned individual, who was a predecessor to
Vaikunthavasan in setting his foot in China. This guy is none other than Marco Polo, whose rugged indi-
vidualism influenced many subsequent historical events in many nations.

PROF.INDRAPALA’S THESIS.

One of the controversial theories regarding the early Tamil settlements in Ceylon was proposed by Prof. K.
Indrapala in his Ph.D. dissertation submitted to the University of London in 1966. His dissertation was
entitled. “Dravidian Settlements in Ceylon and the Beginning of the Kingdom of Jaffna”. A published
version of this thesis appeared in the Journal of Royal Asiatic Society (Ceylon) in 1969. From his study of
available epigraphic evidence, Indrapala had arrived at a controversial inference that permanent Eelam
Tamil settlement in the northemn Ceylon originated only in the mid 13th century. 1 quote in full the last
paragraph of his published paper.

“The settlements of the thirteenth century, therefore, mark the most important stage in the course of the
early Tamil settlements in Ceylon. In the period prior to the middle of the 13th century, mercenary and
mercantile communities played an important part in the establishment of Tamil settlements. It is only after
the middle of the thirteenth century that we get evidence of Tamils migrating to the Island with the definite
aim of settlement. With this stage, the northernmost region and the eastern districts emerged as a predomi-
nantly Tamil area with all the attendant political problems”.

Well, for the past three decades, Indrapala’s thesis has gained a notoriety of its own. Sinhalese politicians,
journalists and pseudo-historians had flaunted this piece of academic embroidery to dispute the ancestral
claims of Eclam Tamils. Indrapala is undoubtedly a scholar with good credentials. But, my question is,
does this mean that he cannot be wrong?

Recently, | had the chance to read completely what Indrapala had written in 1969. He had begun the second
{aragraph.of his paper by stating} “As in the case of all students of ancient history we are confronted in the
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first place with the problems of inadequate sources™. This is a true grievance, one should accept in good
faith. But what will one think of a scholar, who bothers not to check on an authentic and original source
as reputable as Marco Polo, before arriving at a half-baked inference?

MARCO POLO’S VISIT TO EELAM

Marco Polo (1254-1324), the medieval chronicler of the Orient, had visited the northern Ceylon in the last
decade of the 13th century, on his retumn from China. In his classic work, ‘Divestment dou Monde’
(Description of the World), he had commented about the inhabitants of Eelam. But Indrapala makes no
mention about Marco Polo’s visit in his controversial paper. I will let the Venetian master chronicler to
describe what he saw in the last decade of the 13th century Eelam and its environs.

Says Marco, “On leaving the island of Andaman and sailing for 1,000 miles a little south of west, you
come to the island of Seilan, which is undoubtedly the finest island of its size in all the world. Let me
explain now. It has a circumference of some 2,400 miles (actual figure now is 700 miles. And I assure
vou that it used tobe bigger than this. For it was once as much as 3,500 miles as appears in the mariner’s
charts of this sea. But the north wind blows so strongly in these parts that it has submerged a great part of
this island under the sea. That is why it is no longer as big as it used to be. (An asterisk note by an early
translator of the text says, The northern side of the island is so low-lying that a voyager coming from this
quarter does not see it till he is right on it.)

Marco Polo continues, “Now [ will tell you something about the island. It is ruled by a king called
Senemain (probably a corruption of the Tamil word “Sandamann”. The people are idolaters (referring to
the Hindus, who are idol-worshippers). They pay no tribute to anyone (viz,. They were a free nation).
They have no grain other than rice. They have sesame, from which they make oil. They live on milk,
flesh and rice and have wine made from trees (which is none other than kallu from pallmyra palm). And
they have brazil wood, the best in the world”,

The sentences of Marco Polo which disprove Indrapala’s thesis seems uncomplimentary to Eclam Tamils.
In first reading. He has noted.

“The people of Seilan are no soldiers, but poor cowardly creatures. And when they have need of soldiers
they get Saracen troops from foreign parts”.

What one should note is, that Marco Polo’s original script was written in a popular mixture of medieval
spoken Italic French language. That was the language used by romance writers of the area. As such,
nuances of some words and phrases used by Marco Polo and Rustichello, the scribe of Marco’s text ( see
below about this individual) would have become twisted when this medieval dialect of French was trans-
lated into English for the first time in 1579 by J. Frampton, which in turm was based on a Spanish transla-
tion of a very corrupt Venetian version. Thus, one need not feel offended by the description of Marco
Polo of medieval Eelam Tamils as “poor cowardly creatures”. On the contrary, his mention of medieval
Tamils he saw in Eelam as “no soldiers” should be interpreted as describing the social milieu in which
they were living; viz, peaceful atmosphere and thus an absence of necessity for them to engage in armed
conflict. Marco Polo’s mention about Saracens (Muslims) as mercenaries reiterates this point, and around
that time Muslims were beginning to settle in northern Ceylon, and not Tamils as proposed by Indrapala.

MARCO POLO VERSUS INDRAPALA

Let me reiterate how Marco Polo’s real description differs what Indrapala has visualised. First, while
Indrapala of the 20 century holds the view what after the middle of the 13th century “we get evidence of
Tamils migrating to the Island with the definite aim of settlement”. Marco Polo who visited Eelam at that
time has not mentioned about any such migratory activity in the region. Secondly, whereas Indrapala

e
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came to a conclusion that, Eelam Tamils in the northern Ceylon prior to the mid 13th century consisted
mostly of mercenary and mercantile elements, Marco Polo presents a completely different picture where, the
population was not engaged in warfare, and that “they pay no tribute to anyone”.

This shows that the Tamil population in Eelam at that time, rather than being transient and migratory, had
established civic stability. The only mercenary elements which Marco Polo has described in his travelogue
were the Muslims. This in tum could only demonstrate that the time frame suggested by Indrapala for the
early Tamil settlements in Ceylon is very much in error, and has to be ante-dated.

PROF. KINGSLEY DE SILVA’S TREATMENT OF MARCO POLO

Not only Indrapala, but even other erudite Sri Lankan historians like Kingsley M de Silva have failed to
study and interpret in detail, the importance of Marco Polo’s record of his visit to the “Seilan” around the
year AD 1290. De Silva in his text book, “A History of Sri Lanka” (1981) makes no reference to Marco
Polo. In this book, de Silva has observed that “the compilation of a reasonably accurate chronological list of
the rulers of Jaffna kingdom enormous difficulties”. and begins the time frame of Jaffna dynasty from that of
Pararajasekaram (1478-1519).

De Silva’s hesitation to identify the king whom Marco Polo clearly mentions as “Sendemain” who pays™ no
tribute to anyone” is also worthy of taking note here. One can surmise from corroborative sources that
Marco Polo’s visit to Ceylon would have taken place during the reign of Parakrama Bahu III, who ruled at
Polonnaruwa between 1287 and 1293, according to de Silva.

HISTORICAL EVENTS RELATED TO MARCO POLO’S VISIT TO EELAM

Richard Humble in his book, Marco Polo (1974) has observed that Marco Polo would have visited Ceylon at
least three times, the last one on his return journey which began probably around 1289. Marco Polo was not
a lone traveller to Ceylon. He, his father (Niccolo Polo) and uncle (Maffeo Polo) were returning to Venice
from China, after a 20 year stay. They were accompanying a 17 year old princess Kokachin, who was to wed
Kubilar Khan's great nephew (who was ruling Ilkhan of Persia - present Iran). Kubilai Khan sent the party
in a fleet of 14 ships, 600 men and 100 ladies-in-waiting, which included another “daughter of the king
Manzi”. It took this party three months to reach Malacca region, where the natives were hostile. In the
ensuing conflict with the natives, a significant number of men in the party lost their lives.

Thus, when Marco Polo described the Eelam Tamils as “no soldiers”, that should be taken as a compliment,
since he did not encounter any hostility in the land of Eelam, contrary to what he experienced in the Malacca
region. When the entire party reached the Persian Gulf around the year 1291, the record shows that 582 men
and one lady-in-waiting had died, with only 12 men remaining in the party which left China. The exact date
of the return of Marco Polo in Venice has not been identified properly. Some researchers think that 1292
could be the year, but others settle for the year 12935.

ROLE OF WAR IN THE GENESIS OF MARCO POLO’S TEXT

How Marco Polo’s travelogue came to be written has also an interesting story behind it. Wars everywhere
cause many losses to lives, limbs and property. But, the world should thank the Battle of Curzola for giving
birth to Marco Polo’s inimitable classic. Marco Polo, while serving as a ‘gentleman commander’ of a
Venetian galley was captured by the enemy (Genoese) forces in a sea battle on 6 September 1298. While in
Genoa prison, he was befriended by one of his cell mates, Rustichello of Pisa, a romance writer of some
repute. During the prison term, Marco Polo dictated his travels to the Orient, for Rustichello to scribe. By
the time, when both were released under the terms of a peace treaty signed on 25 May 1299, the partnership
of the merchant adventurer and the professional romance writer had produced a world best seller (for almost
seven centuries!), which is still useful to demolish the fancy hypotheses generated by the contemporary
historians of Sri Lanka.
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