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on its 40th

(Ruby) Anniversary
With Offices in PRIME’s
Ohio, Maryland, Business Lines
Pennsylvania, Architecture / Engineering
Connecticut, New York, Technology
Florida, Kentucky, Transportation
Rhode Island, Virginia, CM/CI

and Massachusetts Water Resources
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“The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here; while it can never forget
what they did here. “— President Lincoln at his Gettysburg Address.

Dear Tamil Americans ;
It is with great honor and pride we welcome you all for the 40™ Annual General Meeting of llankai
Tamil Sangam USA and our Ruby Jubilee Celebrations. We are delighted to release this souvenir in

marking our Ruby Anniversary.

Four decades ago, our organization was formed as Tamil Americans came together in a small town
in New York in the aftermath of the vicious violence unleashed on the Tamil minority in Sri Lanka.
Our founding principles were to promote Tamil culture in this nation, to protect the human rights
of the Tamil speaking minority in ilankai and to provide humanitarian aid to them. In forty years,
Sangam has achieved what any other organization could ever imagine to accomplish, spreading its

activities in arts and culture, humanity and human rights.

Sangam has started Tamil schools, taught our history and language to our younger generation and
hosted hundreds of cultural programs. We have aided to build hospitals, created scholarship
funds to help graduates in Jaffna and Eastern Universities, assisted orphanages, war widows and
executed numerous projects to assist the war effected Tamil Civilians. Sangam officials spoke
against the human rights violations of our people at the United Nations Human rights councils, to
State department offices, and congressional and senate offices. Time and again Sangam has mobi-

lized Tamil Americans to support the aspirations of our people.

As we step into the fifth decade, we assure our members and the Tamil American community that
Sangam will continue its efforts for a brighter futurefor our community here in the United States

and for our people in Ilankai.

Sincerely

Balan Kugapalan
President, Ilankai Tamil Sangam USA

Long live the llankai Tamil Sangam and glory to the Tamil Language

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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(1977 - 2017 )
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@OMIDG SO FmsD Glufbenddr Drafss GHEIG oD MBDS HHs!
@GHGID 2 MG SIMOEUMIWILD GaBBMD alld aighd aighs sar arGam&Gmnib.

SOMIDG SO FRGD GO@ILW IDIOTSEe L@ ofipndie, HrHug ObLaI®GHeIs
wafs Gmuub, wais 2 Fmaer, WOHMHID &M, GONFFTIHED Ufbs BHEsmas
@6MUID, GIEUDF&HEN UMD @RI SIOLD FapsLD WHMND FIPID IND HIBID 1D &5EHHE
OLDHOU HLOID GOEMUD o) AUIBMID NADLEDDE. 1977 1D GLENeD QISIAPOM
BEHLHES 2 6TEMMGGIILEG RGEHGUULL 61D DHBEDHHES OLSH6] GUDRIS Falpll ol
H5660 OSMLAIGUULL DG FMIGID, SLHG bs HIDUS SLOIBG ST uFemTHmI
UNMSMW Eiba IDEOT6D HbEEHING udaeeuig 2 srGemmb.
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GIOUDT & 61T, OUITETCHIDN GONG HIHON@IG 6ipnsna 2 mset Opsrmer GaiaiGEGmmD.
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Message from the Editors
U :
In this Souvenir, we have taken on the great task of documenting the history of the
Sangam. While not complete by any means, this is a sketch of the work that has been
done in the name of our great association. We have documented our history for future
generations to see what has come before and for those involved to reflect on the great

work that they have accomplished.

Tamils have been in the United States for centuries, but a wave of professionals began
arriving in the 1960s when it became clear that there was a bleak future for Tamils in Sri
Lanka. It took until 1977, however, for these Tamils to form their own organization to
teach their children the wonders of our Tamil language and culture, to meet friends in a
warm environment, to mobilize as Tamil Americans and to work on issues for the Tamil

community in Sri Lanka.

This booklet is effort at an historical documentation, and is not a judgment from the edi-

tors on the content.

Thanks to all those who contributed to this effort by providing historical information and
pictures for such a long span of years. We would also like to thank those who have writ-

ten essays on issues of interest to the Sangam community.

Special thanks to the Book Committee consisting of Dr. Sri Sri-Jayantha, Mr. Sasikaran

Sellathurai and other editors for their dedication.

We would like to thank Thiru. Jay K Jayanthan, Executive Chairman, PRIME AE Group Inc.
for pledging to cover the cost of this booklet at the outset. Without his generosity, this

book would not have come to reality.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Avis Sri-Jayantha

Mr. Balan Kugapalan
(Editors of the Ruby Jubilee Booklet)
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To The Members of The llankai Tamil Sangam

| send my heartiest congratulations and good wishes to all of you on the occasion of your Ruby
Jubilee Year.

It is indeed a proud achievement ,that for forty years, successive members have, in the true spirit
of volunteerism and dedication, built and nurtured the Sangam; and kept alive the system of
values and culture, for the benefit of the community. The foundations that you have sustained will
undoubtedly carry future generations.

In a deeply fractured world where human rights are not respected, you are a role model for the
development of harmonious societies.

My very best wishes to you on this joyous celebration.

Navanethem Pillay ( Judge/Dr./Mrs)
Former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.
September 02, 2017

Durban, South Africa.
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Office of the Prime Minister

Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam
BTG SLbS SOPD DPFTHIGLD

fl6il  DISVIRIEVSHLD

L)

LUTSHID DIHIDFFI

&

§, St 906

10-10-2017

Qeomiens HUILD FhiGSS6 40 eugl SL6on®h eNpTalnHeE aunpsss Qs
QULPRIGEUSWIL (B HT6sT WL L DD WHADEFS L HCMeT. L5 26 G
LOTHSSeTCLITG| auFeomDmI (LPSHHILGGIeUD eumiihg Ul H&CHTL_mL
SnomsugSleir 40 eugl eI HedmeNenest BID TOCOTHLD HULLIMTES BEHTHSH6
@6EMIFaly Blenesiey CQamauLamgulld Qeual &6 ufey Qeig Qsmeren
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Congress of the United States
Washington, DC 20515

October 3, 2017
Dear Sangam members:

On behalf of the Congressional Caucus on Ethnic and Religious Freedom in Sri Lanka,
we congratulate the [lankai Tamil Sangam, the Association of Sti Lankan Tamils in the U.S.A.
on your 40th anniversary. Maintaining a vigorous and active organization over such a span of
years is indeed an accomplishment. It is a credit to the hard work and dedication of all those
who have volunteered their time, effort and funds to providing a forum for Tamil cultural
expression, socializing with friends, raising funds for scholarships, development projects and
refugee relicf, and bringing issues of importance to Tamils to the attention of other Americans.

We know that there will remain a need for such an association of Tamil Americans in the
future, as issues both here in the United States and in Sri Lanka call for your attention, and we

wish you well in the coming years.

Rep? nson Rep. Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Co-Chairs
Congressional Caucus on Ethnic & Religious Freedom in Sri Lanka

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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GCory A. BoOKER
NEw JErsey

UNITED STATES SENATE
WASHINGTON, ID. G. 20510

November 4, 2017

[lankai Tamil Sangam, USA
P.O. Box 46
Maryknoll, New York 10545

Dear Friends,

It is a pleasure to send my warmest greetings as you gather for your 40"
Annual General Meeting and Ruby Jubilee Celebrations.

Since 1977, llankai Tamil Sangam, USA has worked to uphold the

social and cultural bonds of the Tamil people in the United States. T am
grateful to [lankai Tamil Sangam, USA for serving as a pillar of cultural
and spiritual enrichment for countless individuals in our region through
your services and events. Over the past four decades, your contributions
to communities across New Jersey have deepened our state’s diverse
cultural heritage.

Again, congratulations, and best wishes for a memorable event.

Best Wishes,

Cory A. Booker
United States Senator

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | a%)lywaham org




RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI
BTH DISTRICT, lLLINOIS

315 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515

TELEPHONE: (202) 225-3711
FAX (202) 225-7830

1701 EAST WOODFIELD ROAD, SUITE 704
SCHAUMBURG, IL 60173

TELEPHONE: £847) 413-1959
FAX: (B47) 413-1965

www krishnamoorthi house gov

llankai Tamil Sangam
P.O. Box 46
Maryknoll, NY 10545

Dear Friends,

(ungress of the United States

House of Representatives
Hashington, BA 20515

September 1, 2017

COMMITTEE ON
OVERSIGHT & GOVERNMENT REFORM

SUBCOMMITTEES
HEALTH CARE, BENEFITS,
AND ADMINISTRATIVE RULES
RANKING MEMBER

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

COMMITTEE ON
EDUCATION AND THE WORKFORCE

SUBCOMMITTEES:
HIGHER EDUCATION AND
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

WORKFORCE PROTECTIONS

It is a great pleasure 1o congratulate the llankai Tamil Sangam on the occasion of its 40™
anniversary. Since its inception in 1977, the [lankai Tamil Sangam has shared its rich Tamil
culture with fellow Americans. Tamil American organizations across the country have drawn
inspiration from its success and will continue to do so in the future,

[ want to thank Hankai Tamil Sangam for actively participating in domestic and international
conversations, bringing the issues of Tamil-Americans and Sri Lankans to the forefront of
American thought and further strengthening our commitment to addressing human rights issues.
Countless lives have been touched by your efforts, and all who contribuie to the success of
Ilankai Tamil Sangam can take pride in that. I hope that we can all continuc to strengthen
America, drawing not only from our common ideals, but from our diversity as well.

Thank you again for all that you do, and I hope for the great success of your 40" anniversary

celebrations.

Warm regards,

Raja Kris‘t:amoorthi

Member of Congress
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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LEONARD LANCE
SEVENTH DISTRICN, NEw JeRasy

TR TR
ENERGy anD CoMMERCE

COMBUNICATIONS AND
TECHSOLORY

Heaurs

Dicoran COMMERCE AND
CONsSUMER PROTECTIONS

COWMCTT R

BErmics

Congress of the Huited Btates
Hovse of Bepresentatibes

November 4, 2017

llankai Tamil Sangam, USA

P.O. Box 46

Maryknoll, New York 10545

Dear Friends,

: BOB-TEE SO0

o AL5-TEE-2562

It is my sincere pleasure to send you my congratulations and good wishes to all of vou on the
accasion of your Ruby Jubilee Year.

It is indeed a proud achievement, that for forty years, successive members have, in the true spirit
of volunteerism and dedication, built and nurtured the Sangam; and kept alive the system of
values and culture, for the benefit of the community. The foundations that you have built will
foster veneration in future generations, thankful to be the beneficiaries of such a proud heritage.

My very best wishes to you on this joyous celebration.

Best Wishes,

Congressman Leonard Lance
United States Congressman

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavwaham.org
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CHAMBRE DES COMMUNES
CANADA

Gary Anandasangaree

Member of Parliament
scarborough —Rouge Park

November 2017
Greetings from Gary Anandasangaree
Member of Parliament for Scarborough-Rouge Park, Toronto, Canada

It is my pleasure to extend my greetings to the members of the Ilankai Tamil Sangam as you celebrate your
40™ Annual General Meeting.

The Tankai Tamil Sangam has been instrumental in highlighting and promoting Tamil Arts and Culture,
contributions of Tamil-Americans and advocating against the human rights violations and genocide faced
by Tamils on the island of Sri Lanka. Over the years, I have had the opportunity to work closely with many
of you and the pleasure of attending previous Annual General Meetings, which have hosted intemational
leaders such as Her Excellency Navi Pillay.

You have inspired generations of leaders to advocate on behalf of Tamils in the United States and around
the world. Just last year, the US elected Congressman Raja Krishnamorrthi and Senator Kamala Harris, the
first Tamil Congressman and Senator respectfully. These achievements speak to the enormous influence of
the Tamil-American diaspora. You have been the beacon for upholding our language, culture and tradition
while encouraging civic participation in the political process.

I am deeply touched by your continuous support and encouragement in my journey as a Tamil-Canadian
Parliamentarian. While we may be separated by an international boarder, we are eternally bound by the love
of our language, and our march together for the betterment of the community in North America and around
the world.

Yours very truly,

X

B e —

Gary Anandasangaree
Member of Parliament
Scarborough-Rouge Park CANADA 150

e

Ottawa ... Constituency Office

Room 1110, The Valour Building, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 \LJ’ 3600 Ellesmere Road -Unit 3, Scarborough, Ontario, M1C 4Y8
Tel.: 613-992-1351 Fax.: 613-992-1373 L. Tel.: 416 -283-1414
Gary.Anand@parl.gc.ca Gary.Anandasangarce.Cl@parl.ge.ca

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT FOR TAMIL CULTURE

Non-Profit, Non-Political, Non-Religious, Charitable, Worldwide Registered, Tamil Cullural Organization - Est. in 1974

Head Office: Thanaludchumy Place, Maruthanagar, Karachchi, Kilinochchi, Sri Lar
Chairman trustee Board Office: Siruppiddy. Neervely, Jaffna, Sri Lanka
Tel: {94) 21-205-8839 / (USA) 1 609- Esq.ﬁna it: velpitai@hotmail, com

BORARD OF DIRECTORS and OFFICERS

Founder
Late-Rev. Thani kam Adikalar (Mal
Late Mr, R, Kanagaratnam (S0 Lanka)

Chairman Trustee Board IMTC and Custodian
Mr. Vel Veluppillai* (USA 7 Sri Lanka)

President (Worldwida)
Mr. P. K. Shanmugam (Malaysia)

Senlor Deputy President
Dr. Mickey Chelty (Soulh Africa)

Deputy Prasident
Rir. S. Shanmugaligarmn {Sri Lanks) { Mosl Senior Director)
Mr. Vishnu Sefvarasa - Senior Direclor Adminisiration (Frarice

General Secrofary
Mr. Tharman Tharmakulasingam (Dermark)

Treasurer
Mr. Ratha Pillay {South Africa)

Beputy Secretary
Or. Subasin] Kanagasundaram {Geimany;

Deputy Treasurar
Mr. Vel Govindan (Maurisus)

Directars

e, 8. Rajaratnam - Adminstralion {Canada)

Kir. 5. Somaskandan- Regulation (England)

Mr, 8. Mathivanan - Tamil Admin {India}

Mr N E, karamasmgam Human Rbgnls [Australw]
Mr. 5 ls) - Agzietant Publi 1{E

Patrons

Dr. 8, Ponnaviko {India}

Dr. E, Balasundram {Canada)
Dr, 5. Sitampalam {Si Lanks)
Dr. P, Maistry (South Africa)
s, Oms Thiagarajan (Malaysia)

Regional In-Charge Officer's {Continents)
Asia: Mr, 5. Mathivanan {India}

Africa :Dr. Mickey Chetty {Soulh Africa)
Eurcpe ; Mr. Visu Salvarasa (France)
America: Mr. S, RaJaralnam (Caneda}

A lia: Mr. N.E. ¥ {#

faier Department in-charge Officers

Lagal Administration: Mr. &, Ghandi {India)

Education: Mr. 5. Sathish (Sn Lanka}

Tamil Cwlture: Mrs. 5 Vijay

{Germany}

UNSCO: Mr. Sam Vijay {France)

Tamit Magazine: My, C. Amalan (Puthuchcher - India)

Mediz & Public Affairs: Wr. B. N. Logendralingarn {Canada)

{Maerapp
hirs. Indu Raveenthira Thewendran :‘Grermarv}
Trustee Board:
. Vel Voinpnlal Chairrman - USASD Lanks
Mrs. Kamachi Sothinathan {South Africa)
Wirs. Dr. Pushpa Kanagarstnam (Canada)
irs. Ponny Ganesan {Mataysia)
WIS, indu Thevendran (Garmany)

Adminstration Office:

2163 Lawrence Ave. East, Sujle B,
Toronto, Ontario M1P 2PS Canada
Tel: 416-573-7332

President's Office;

28 Lintang Selar, Kaw7,

56 Bertik, 41100 Klang, Sclanger Malaysia
Tel: 60-193-525-80

General Secretary's Uffice
Maageevej-41

£800 Vejen, Denmark

Tel: 45-257-03113

IMTC - News Magazine
IMTC - World Tamii Voice

GTLOG) LA AL (B Gu TLH Fahy Ll

=24 GlenAE ST (@) oo mIaurind B LD FmIHLD

2 Gl dlriaranet (R)ultmih Fesn (&) oumienss
BLEILD FELah 5, ) 661 40U DY, EEET(B) T i

Lidd Bluflesr lamm ey @flipirayeh

Gl rTanart. il cupilh S Gar ;551:;1_6?1_!..0}
GTELLGIT YL b ehl HF G LD LITHIL (B1hH

2 AARTEHS !

QN F T e S D 2y (5 LD oy Gl flehan
B LG G0 Gpah SO Hikias LD, (3)EUE eSS
SHLEpfesr Glwimes @) urEics Slesrmest 40
SUBEL_BIEHETTS, SIS DITe0 O) Lo FFTLOED

G ubben(Lpig uimgsy.

G (B E s a0, S Bsr Glevuedl Bird gL
suirepib s LT Glgesr Gleweufied o siraT LD
BAL I ePHD, (HLOH FeusTL 5 5 et

(LD G GOTLHTHLO I D_GITorT {560 /Bl 6o (rrp

BB UBGVIND DL (B H TS G TLD Bl
FHLLEEIILD 1oL F S GITET T,

EeteuTHEIS@Heg Eevsienasd &L Lo FHeT s
HBOBseTNE LD (hig @) Lius Fiham e G eSTm ot
@mmng}@q@ bbu_’m'?;.pr_ﬂsw Glrusfled epob
_(,,51_1:':7!__9 SH T LD DY G LD G BIEDh A SUIBL_ LT,
BLp, Ol wed@T), Sl Senev, wbiflLh

LIGESTLT(R), LS BELTTTITLD, [F)euranith Lisu
Gl revvr (B BareweuseneiT L & eIhLhH
SiB1h B ED o pesrmlens Ol o & asrBm rib.

2 GQUES HLOD LiesTTL (B @ urbard, 196460
BLOLS oI FF s Gl BTl s} 197460
Lrenst i " (B) BUUBELLTS F)ev sl e ullair
BLOD SEOGU B DSBS W TLHLTLITEETS B 60
QLB mL_m15), 64 BT (RS eallon Fenemsherr

B ENLOS ] Bt (LpenDuNed By ursis)

G (1l 551 GBI ID h.

2 mraer Gaemeuuyrd Glaressr(hih Grosyih
G rogiLh eueity eimishel oy, Fl% G LD,
GUHTLL Tk Faiths (5Yh LD

wastm)

&3 GO LD

Boved Bevieyitr Devremarnr

BHENGUEU

e i wiLh

2 GUES HLOLP L1esTLITL (B (@ urhsLh
WATLD LT HTGuaTLD

AFLpLD

IMTC Reagistrated in many cc

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org




2 V&G HLOILD EMLOLIL]
World Thamil Organization, Inc.

(A Non-Profit Organization registered in USA, Established 1991 )
(www.worldthamil.org * E-mail: wtogroup@gmail.com)
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Secretary
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Member Sangams:

Arkansas Tamil Sangam

Bay Area Tamil Manram
Bharathi Kalai Mandram
Canadian Tamil Congress
Central Hlinois Tamil Sangam
Charlotte Tamil Sangam

Chicago Tamil Sangam
Columbus Tamil Sangam
Connecticut Tamil Sangam
Dallas Tamil Manram

Greater Atlanta Tamil Sangam
Greater Cincinnati Tamil Sangam
Greater Milwaukee Tamil Sangam
Greater Portland Tamil Sangam
Harrishurg Area Tamil Sangam
Jacksonville Tamil Mandram
Hansas City Tamil Sangam
Kentucky Tamil Sangam
Metroplex Tamil Sangam
Mid-Snuth Tamil Sangam
Minnesota Tamil Sangam

New England Tamil Sangam

New |ersey Tamil Arts and Coltural Soclety
MNew Jersey Tamil Sangam
NewYork Tamil sangam
NewYork Albany Tamil Sangam
Oklahoma City Tamil Association
Okiahema Tamil Sangam

Panai Nilam Tamil Sangam
Richmond Tamil Sangam
Sacramento Tamil Mandram

San Antonio Tamil Sangam
Seattle Tamii Sangam

South Florida Tamil Sangam
South Jersey Tamil Association
Tamil Association of Greater Delaware valley
Tamil Center of America

Tamil Makkal Mandram, [nc
Tamil Sangam of Michigan

‘Tamil Sangam of Caralina Inc
Tamil Sangam of Greater Washington
Tamil Sangam of Missoari
Tennessee Tamil Sangam

Twin Cities Tamil Association
Utah Tamil Sapngam

Wisconsin Tamil Sangam
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Federation of Tamil Sangams of North America
(A Registered Non-profit and Tax-exempt Organization, EIN# 36-3759132)
1803 Grayscroft Dr, Waxhaw NC 28173

www.fetna.ore
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A New Opportunities for Wounded, Widowed and Orphans of War
RO 0D Email: info@nowwow-us.org Web: http://www.nowwow.org/

September 1, 2017
Dear President of ITS,

On behalf of the board of directors of NOW-WOW, congratulations for completing 40
years of success. It is certainly a great accomplishment. The Sangam has always been
on the top of the list of well respected Tamil diaspora associations serving the Tamil
community, both in the USA and back home.

With your commitment, unselfish services and sincerity you have made positive impacts
to the lives of Tamils. Your impressive accomplishments over the 40 years were
important, relevant and tailored to the Tamil community’s needs of the time, specifically
the initiatives that Sangam took towards addressing the humanitarian issues during and
after the civil war of Sri Lanka. We are honored to be part of some of those initiatives.

NOW-WOW, as a 501c3 charitable organization committed to empower the poverty
stricken Tamils in North and East of Sri Lanka, is always thankful to the generous
support we continue to receive from the Sangam. We wish you all the success for many
more years to come.

Sincerely,

Chris James,

Secretary and Board Member of NOW-WOW
P.0. Box 1014, Winchester, MA 01890, USA
Phone: +1 (617) 286 4794

Email: info@nowwow-us.org

§;
s

NOW-Wow

USA Federal FIM: 45-3574608

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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"Ruby Subilee
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Certified Public Accountants and Business Consultants
WWW.HARANWATSON.COM

445 HUTCHINSON AVENUE, SuiTe 695 30 CHESTERFIELD DRIVE
COLUMBUS, OHIO 43235 CHESTER, NEW JERSEY 07930

TEL : (614) 847-2333 | FAX: (866) 681-2148




‘OUR GREATEST GLORY IS NOT IN NEVER FALLING,
BUT IN RISING EVERY TIME WE FALL' — NELSON MANDELA

- “oneilsg ailon syaiy”

- “RubySubilee Year

ens on 4 remarkable
fourney of forky pears. With best wishes

MR. AIYATHURAI JEYAKUMAR &

Dr. MRrs. ANUSUYA JEYAKUMAR
New Jersey

Digitized by Noolahim Foundation.
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“Dnonfi6e ofilpr OHHG"
“Ruby Jubilee Year?

‘el s afllor Sary”

- "Ruby Subilee ar' .

On goar Ruby Jubilee Anniversary

DRr. THAVENDRA RAJAH &

Dr. MRrs. VasantHy RaJan
Ohio

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavaresham.org




SANGAM & YOU

ContAcT Us, Know us, Support Us
S NEEE N

ON FACEBOOK - www.facebook.com/ilankai.sangam

EBIOUDI60NG HIDIS Fibyap

Timeline About Friends Photos More -

B YOU KNOW B ANKALT

To see what they share with friends, sond thern a friend request

o

OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL - IlankaiThamil Sangam Videos
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Dok Tarel] Saagare

On the web - Wwww.sangamevents.org

Bamisns GHp SRS GHpomaet
Hlankai Tamil Sangam Events

From this event site

U GrEen.

Articles & Analysis

S.B Amarasingam on the 1977 Anti-Tamil Pogrom

The Legacy of indian Migration to Eurcpean
Colonies

War Crimes & Command Responsibility

Catalans Are Mot Alone. Across the World, People
Yearn to Govern Themselves

Catalans and Kurds Discover the Hard Truth About
Secession

Ongoing UNHRC session: What's in siore for S
Lanka?

. [US] Learning to Live With a Changing Woarld Map

HAW: 2 Yaars On, Scant Progress on UN Resolution
IMADR: Enforced Disappearances in Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka Has Mot Kept Pomises to UN -
Franciscans International

Announcements

i ional Essay & D

Topics

Anz & G (65

Competitlon in Tamil

SANGAN'S 40 YEAR

Annual Genaral Meeting
Mov. 4in NJ

See Sangam's NEW

&30

et W (2

Stoyraghy 23)
ook Hews (00
Demeraphy (51}

st (185)
i

178)

Human Sighes {240)
Mty 1257

[Ra2)

72

St Hanlhg 4137

Search
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SANGAM OFFICIALS AT 10 ™ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
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Second row from left : Dr. K. Jegathesan, Mr. J.M. Rajaratnam, Dr. A. Balasundaram,
Dr. T. Vijayanathan, Dr.5.Nagendra, Mr.Balendran, Dr.l,Ananthasabathy,
Mrs.Dr. Pathmini Panchacharm

First row from left : Dr. K. Iswara, Dr. Edward Benedict, Mr. D.S. Ambalavanar,
Dr. T. Sivanandarjah, Mr.S.E. Haran
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Standing from left : Mr. A. Rajendra (Treasurer), Mr. B. Balasingam (Asst. Treasurer),
Mr. Sasi Sellathurai (Asst. Secretary), Mr. A. Jeyakumar(Committee member),
Dr. R. Kandasamy (Committee member)

Seater from left : Mrs. Dr. S. Rajaram (Public Relations), Mr. T. Nagarajah (Secretary),

Mr. B. Kugapalan(President), Mr. N. Rajendra (Vice President),
Mrs. K. Vaeekaran (Public Relations)
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enthm ﬁei_l_lmted Staes of"Amerlca
To promote & study the appreclatmn of Tamil cuIture,

Ianguage!; and music among the Tamils resident in the USA

To foster the growfh and development of art, culture, econﬁomy, human rights
and general welfare of Tamils and Tamil speaking people resident in Ilanka.

| "‘._To publicize facts about the condition; |
- and welfare of the Tamil speaking people of llankai,

T cUu Uy NOUTd
nootaham:org-{-aa
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The year was 1977, The Tamil United Liberation Front (TULF) an alliance representing Tamil parties in Sri

Lanka sweeps the election in Northern Sri Lanka and becomes the main opposition party in Sri Lanka. The
election victory takes place less than year after the TULF adopted the historic “Vaddukoddai Resolution” calling
for the restoration and reconstitution of the Free, Sovereign and Secular State of Tamil Eelam based on the right
of self-determination inherent to every nation. With the TULF winning the election on the promises of a
separate state for Tamils, The Sri Lankan Government unleashes the most ruthless ethnic program to that date.
Tamil civilians, along with their homes, businesses and religious establishments are attacked and burned down

throughout the country. India expressed concern but no protection given to Tamils,

As the violence was unleashed the Tamil Americans are restless and become concerned for their people back
home and search for ways to act in solidarity. With the lack of a wider network or political power, they huddle in
homes all around the United States in small groups. A particular group that met in a private home in Nanuet,
New York takes the initiative to bring the Tamil Americans together to create a nationwide network to work
towards protecting the freedom and safety of Tamils in Sri Lanka and organize a larger meeting at a near by public
school in New York. In October of 1977, Tamil Americans from all over the country meet in Nanuet, New York
and announced that a Tamil American Organization called ‘llankai Tamil Sangam America’ is being created to
protect the human rights of the Tamil speaking minority in llankai, to provide humanitarian aid to them and to
promote Tamil language and culture in the U.S. At that team meeting a president, secretary, treasurer and a
committee were elected. In the following months a constitution was prepared and Sangam was registered as a
charitable organization in the state of New Jersey. That was the beginning of four decades of relentless effort and

our historic journey to serve Tamil Americans and Tamils in llankai.

Nanuet, New York =7 g = : October 1977

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
_noolaham.org awa_hm._




llankai Tamil Sangam, USA

PAST OFFICE BEARERS

President : Mr. D.S.Ambalavanar
Secretary : Dr. Edward Benedict

President : Mr. D.S.Ambalavanar
Secretary : Dr. Edward Benedict

President : Dr. K. Arulanantham
Secretary : Dr. Edward Benedict

President : Dr. Edward Benedict
Secretary : Dr.K. Iswara

President : Dr. A. Balasundaram
Secretary : Dr. T. Sivanandarajah

President : Dr. K. Jegathesan
Secretary : Dr. I. Anadasabapathy

President : Dr. A. Balasundaram
Secretary : Dr.M. Ganeshananthan

President : Dr. K. Iswara
Secretary : Dr. R.K. Sriskandarajah

President : Dr. S.Nagendra
Secretary : Mr. S.E_.Haran

President : Dr. S.Nagendra
Secretary : Mt. S.E.Haran
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President : Dr. I. Anadasabapathy
Secretary : Dr. N. Jeyalingam

President : Dr. I. Anadasabapathy
Secretary : Dr. N. Jeyalingam

President : Mr. S.E.Haran
Secretary : Dr. N. Jeyalingam

President : Mr. J. M.Rajaratnam
Secretary : Dr. K. Jegathesan

President : Mr. J. M.Rajaratnam
Secretary : Mr. S. Selvachandran

President : Mr. Wakely Paul
Secretary : Mr. P. SriHaran

President : Mr. Wakely Paul
Secretary : Dr. F. A. Christopher

President : Dr. N. Jeyalingam
Secretary : Mr. V.T. Alaganar

President : Dr. N. Jeyalingam
Secretary : Mr. V.T. Alaganar

President : Dr. N. Jeyalingam
Secretary : Mr. V.T. Alaganar
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llankai Tamil Sangam, USA

President : Dr.M.Ganesh
Secretary : Dr. M. Sri Jayantha

President : Dr.M.Ganesh
Secretary : Dr. M. Sri Jayantha

President : Dr. FA Christopher
Secretary : Dr. M. Sr1 Jayantha

President : Dr. FA Christopher
Secretary : Dr. M. Sri Jayantha

President : Dr. T. Sivanandarajah
Secretary : Dr. M. Sri Jayantha

President : Dr. T. Sivanandarajah
Secretary : Mr. T. Pathmakumar

President : Mr. P. Chandranathan
Secretary : Mr. T. Pathmakumar

President : Mr. PChandranathan
Secretary : Mr. T. Vaseeharan

President : Mr. P. SriHaran
Secretary : Mr. T. Vaseeharan

President : Mr. P. SriHaran
Secretary : Dr. T. Manivannan

PAST OFFICE BEARERS
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President : Mr. B. Kugapalan

Secretary : Mr. T. Nagarajah
D|g|t|zed by Noolaham Foundation.
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President : Mr. P. SriHaran
Secretary : Dr. T. Manivannan

President : Dr. T. Manivannan
Secretary : Mr. A. Rajadeva

President : Dr. T. Manivannan
Secretary : Mr. A. Rajadeva

President : Mr. A. Rajadeva
Secretary : Mr. B. Kugapalan

President : Mr. A. Rajadeva
Secretary : Mr. B. Kugapalan

President : Dr. N. Selliah
Secretary : Mr. B. Kugapalan

President : Dr. N. Selliah
Secretary : Mr. B. Kugapalan

President : Dr.K. Rajaram
Secretary : Mr. B. Kugapalan

President : Dr.K. Rajaram
Secretary : Mr. B. Kugapalan

President : Mr. B. Kugapalan

Secretary : Mr. T. Nagarajah
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Sangam engaged Churches in New York to bring awareness on religious prosecution and ethnic cleansing
of Tamils in Sri Lanka.

Sent funds to Tamil Refugee Rehabilitation Organization, Rotary Club in Batticaloa, Northern Province cancer
society, Ghandiyam Society Vavuniya, YMCA Trincomalee, Citizens Committee Jaffna, Refugee Camp
Viswamadu

Arranged a symposium on Tamils of Ceylon on May of 1979 at the Fordham University, Bronx. Speakers
included TULF MP Siva Sithamparam, Mr. Neelan Thiruselvam, Professor Jeyaratnam Wilson and

Dr .KarunyanArulanantham

Encouraged investment in North and East of Sri Lanka through ‘Consultancy and Finance and Develop
ment Ltd". The organization was focused on socio economic development in North and East. The
organization was started by the legendary Bank of Ceylon Chairman of the Board Mr. C.Loganathan.
Started Sangam newsletter

Yewr 1980

PRESIDENT : Dr. Edward Benedict SECRETARY : Dr. K. Iswara

Dr. Edward Benedict




PRESIDENT : Dr. A. Balasundaram SECRETARY : Dr. T. Sivanandarajah  (1981)
Dr. M. Ganeshananthan (1983)

* Sangam created dedicated funds to send medical journals to the Jaffna Medical Association and to send
equipment to the Jaffna University Hospital.
Sangam created theTamil Youth Organization’ to encourage young Tamil Americans to join the Sangam.
After the anti-Tamil riots in 1983 in Sri Lanka, Sangam organized massive protests in New York and
Washington D.C. calling for international influence for the protection of the Tamil community in

Sri Lanka

Protests in NYC Protests in NYC

Late Dr. Appiah Balasundaram
(1938~ 2016)
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PRESIDENT : Dr. K. Iswara SECRETARY : Dr. R. K. Sriskandarajah

Sangam works very closely with Indian Prime Minister Hon. Mrs. Indra Gandhi and her advisor

Dr. Panruti S. Ramachandran to expose the ethnic cleansing in Sri Lanka and to gain the support of India
and the United Nations to achieve justice for the Tamil people of Sri Lanka.

Hon. Mrs. Gandhi visits New York to address the United Nations about the Tamil issue in Sri Lanka.
Sangam officials work hard to bring awareness on the human rights violations in Sri Lanka and arranged
a congressional hearing on Sri Lanka with the help of the Asian and Pacific Affairs Subcommittee of the
House Foreign Affairs Committee chairman Congressman Solarz from Brooklyn.

Sangam worked with the New York City Council to pass a resolution condemning the human rights
violations in Sri Lanka. Then Mayor Ed Koch handed over the resolution to the visiting President of

SriLanka Mr. J.R. Jayawardana.

Sangam officials with Mr. G. Parthasarathi,
Advisor to Mrs. Indira Gandhi,
Prime Minister of India

Sangam President Dr. Iswara with
Mr. Amirthalingam. M.P. and Leader of the TULF




O Yeur 1985-1986

PRESIDENT : Dr. S. Nagendra SECRETARY : Mr. S.E. Haran

* Wit the civil war in Sri Lanka escalating, Sangam initiates various efforts to protect the human rights of +

the Tamil community in Sri Lanka. Sangam’s President traveled to India several times to inform Indian

officials about the human rights situation and aspirations of the Tamils.

Sangam initiates efforts to assist Tamil refugees arriving in the United States due to the civil war in

Sri Lanka.
Sangam Committee invites TULF leader Mr. Amirthalingam to the United States and arranges meetings at .
the US State Department for him to explain the plight of Tamils in Sri Lanka and the current human rights

situation.

Sangam President
Dr. S. Nagendra speaking at the AGM




Year 1987-1988

PRESIDENT : Dr. | .Anandasabapathy SECRETARY : Dr. N. Jeyalingam

Sangam continued to provide funds to send medical journals to the Jaffna medical association.

Sangam joined Tamil Nadu Sangams and created Federation of Tamil Sangams of North America
(FETNA). llankai Tamil Sangam is a founding member of FETNA together with Tamil Association of
Delaware Valley, Tamil Sangam of Washington & Baltimore, New York Tamil Sangam, and Harrisburg
Tamil Sangam. An assembly of over 400 Tamils Americans met near Philadelphia and celebrated the
inauguration in the spring of 1988. Since then the FETNA has organized an annual convention in

each of the subsequent years.

Sangam hosted and arranged for Mr. Appapillai Amirthalingam - then the leader of the opposition in the
Sri Lanka Parliament to meet with the EDITORIAL BOARD of the NEW YORK TIMES.

Sangam facilitated a meeting for Mr. David Selbourne, then lecturer in English at Balliol college Oxford
university, UK to meet with the editorial board of the NY Times & explain the situation in Sri Lanka
pertaining to theTamil minority. Also, facilitated Mr. David Selbourne to speak at the Princeton university,
New Jersey. Similar meetings were arranged in California, Toronto -Canada,Fordham university in the
Bronx, NY as well.

Sangam arranged and participated in the Vision of Asia TV program

%

Sangam officials with the Sangam officials with Mr. David Selbourne
TULF leader
Mr. AppapillaiAmirthalingam

Sangam AGM




Year 7959

PRESIDENT : Mr. S.E. Haran SECRETARY : Dr. N. Jeyalingam

Sangam provided funds for providing artificial limbs for the victims of war via Jaffna Branch of Colombo
Friend in Need Society.

Assisted families settled in Sampur following ethnic conflict between 985 and 1987. Worked with
Eastern Rehabilitation Organization based in Trincomalee.

Funded orphanage assistance program run by Thangammah Appacuti based in Thellipallai Duruga
Amman Temple, Jaffna

Partnered FETNA annual meeting held in Maryland and addressed the audience explaining the

Tamil issues of Sri Lanka to the Indian Community to get their support.

Organized and sent several medical books and magazines to Jaffna Hospital doctor’s library and to the
Rotary Club based in Jaffna and Kilinochchi

Tamil Voice survey conducted among past presidents about their assessment of the Tamil problem and

their recommendations for a resolution to the problem.




) Yeur 1996-7997

PRESIDENT : Mr. J.M. Rajaratnam SECRETARY : Dr. K. Jegathesan (1990) | Mr. S. Selvachandran (1991)

llankai Tamil SangamUSA formed chapters of its organization in Florida, Texas and Northern California.
They are called llankai Tamil Sangam Florida Chapter, llankai Tamil Sangam Texas Chapter and Tamil of
Northern California. Sangam president traveled to those areas personally to sponsor the formation of the
chapters.

Sangam started a University Scholarship Fund to help students at Jaffna University and Eastern University.
Sangam started a Refugee Relief Fund to help the displaced Tamil population in Sri Lanka and India.
Sangam started an Orphans Funds and adoption of orphans project .

Sangam issued a directory of Eelam Tamils in the USA.

Sangam initiated a landmark activity of initiating a petition by the Global Organization of Persons of Indian
Origin along with the National Federation of Indian American Associations, and the Friends of Indian
Society International to the United Nations on behalf of the Tamils in Sri Lanka.

Sangam President Mr. |.M.Rajaratnam passed away in 2014. Mr. |.M. Rajaratnam was an icon for generosity

and compassion among Tamils from llankai residing in the United States. A lifelong Tamil activist,

alleviate the suffering of Thamils was immense. His legacy of generosity and compassion will reflect in

many individuals in years to come.

Mr. Rajaratnam voiced his support for the Tamil people in llankai throughout his life. His contribution to

Late Mr. J.M. Rajaratnam (1928-2014)




i PRESIDENT : Mr. Wakely Paul , Esq.  SECRETARY : Mr. P. Sri Haran (1992) | Mr. FA. Christopher (1993)

At the United Nations Human Rights Commission in Geneva, Sangam President presented the case

of ethnic genocide and systematic violence against the Tamils in Sri Lanka.

Sangam officials also meet State Department officials numerous times to raise the issue of the economic
blockade to the Tamil areas in Sri Lanka and massive bombing campaign carried out by the Sri Lankan
army on the densely populated areas.

Doctors from the organization ‘Doctors without Borders’ who worked in the North and East of Sri
Lanka, were the guest of honors and keynote speakers at the Sangam AGM.

Sangam organized massive protests in New York in front of the United Nations protesting the killing of
civilians together with the blockage of food and supplies to civilians by the Sri Lankan Government.
Sangam President Mr. Wakely Paul passed away in 2009, but his voice will always echo from the corridors
of the United Nations building in Geneva to the State Department offices in Washington D.C. forthe

liberation of Eelam Tamils.

Late Mr. Wakely Paul, Esquire
Mr. Wakely Paul with Congressman Gilman, NY (1930-2009)




PRESIDENT : Dr. N. Jeyalingam SECRETARY : Mr. V.T. Alaganar

Sangam members were very affected by the destruction of livelihood, infrastructure and the economy due to
military activity against civilian targets and a severe economic blockade. Large sums for refugee relief funds were
raised, along with contributions for the scholarship & orphan funds.

Sangam organized a Genocide Day for education of the American public and officials on the dire circumstances of
Tamils in Sri Lanka.

Sangam organized a successful demonstration in Washington, DC to draw attention to the human rights abuses
and war crimes being committed.

Sangam contributed to a convention in Australia to discuss Tamil issues.

The Tamil Voice continued to be produced & distributed.

The Sangam.org website was inaugurated in December.

Sangam encouraged members to be in regular touch with their legislators to inform them of the need for US
influence to push for a negotiated settlement and an end to human rights abuses. Of particular note was the
relationship developed with the Chair of the House Foreign Affairs Committee by a constituent.

The Sangam website became one of only two sources of information on Tamil issues easily available.

Sangam encouraged members to accompany visitors to meetings with UN, US & NGO officials to alert them to
problems for Tamils in Sri Lanka.

Sangam sent letters to UN & US officials drawing their attention to the abuses taking place against

our community in Sri Lanka.

Sangam President Dr. Jeyalingam with House Foreign [l Sangam President Dr. Jeyalingam
Relation Committee Charmin Congressman Gilman releasing a book at the AGM

oundation.




PRESIDENT : Dr. Manikam Ganesh SECRETARY : Dr. Sri M. Sri-Jayantha 3
Sangam renews effort to broaden its appeal to all Tamil community members. Implements incentives for +
more community participation. Organizes committee meetings and events at geographically

easy-to-reach locations, including expansion of host families.Various cultural events are considered:

exhibition of traditional dress, spring cultural event etc.(Under prevailing conditions many potential

members remained aloof to avoid politically sensitive debates.)

Mailing of “Sangam Newsletter” started in 1996 continues with vigor and dedication by a Sangam member

on a monthly basis. About 5-10 pages of Eelam news was assembled and mailed. Goal was to forcefully
counter news blockade on HR violations by SLA imposed by GOSL, and to develop a working relationship
with important US policymakers with the hope of mitigating atrocities committed against Tamils.

“Sangam Research” team formulates graphical material to introduce Eelam history.

Sangam informally hosts many leaders and journalists visiting US from Eelam preparing grounds for active
participation with US Congress and NGOs (like Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International). Except

for a few congressional relationships, wider membership remained disconnected from US political

Sangam members develop a working relationship with UN officers for South Asia and organizes frequent

visits to brief them on ground level HR violations in Eelam.

discourse on Tamil issues. +

Youths Showcasing Tamil Traditional Dresses at 1997 AGM
Late J.M. Rajaratnam introduces

Late Adrian Wijemanneat AGM

igitized by Noolagham Foundation.
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PRESIDENT : Dr. Manikam Ganesh SECRETARY : Dr. Sri M. Sri-Jayantha

Sustained presence in the field of human rights and cultural activities.

The Sri Lankan Foreign Minister, late Lakshman Kadirgamar was publicly challenged on US soil on GOSL
military actions against Tamils during Q&A session at the Asia Society in New York (Oct. 02, 1998) by a
Sangam member. Kadirgamar was painting a picture of normalcy to the western audience while crude
barrel bombs were unleasehed on Tamil civilians.

Mailing of “Sangam Newsletter” on a monthly basis to counter news blockage on Tamil struggle by
GOSL. New emblem established to reflect Eelam freedom effort.

For the first time AGM program is extended to include performances from accomplished artists as well
as from modern liberation-themed dancers.

AGM held at Chand Palace, NJ has Actress Padmini as special guest, and honors her with a special video
“Tribute to Padmini” which was well received by the audience.

Ulahathamilar Canadian troupe invited to perform dances celebrating Eelam freedom struggle — a new
component Sangam was reluctant to embrace openly until now.

Presented a recorded speech by then India’s Foreign Minister George Fernandes expressing solidarity
with Eelam Tamils.

Representative of Jesuit Refugee Agency Mr. William Coley speaks of INS Detention Center, NY holding

Tamils. Sangam donates books for the detainees.

Kumar Ponnambalam visiting Coley receiving books for INS Detainees (left,) and
NY-NJ Tamil Community release of a book by the authoriate Thevathasan Antony.
_ Digitized b

.
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_. PRESIDENT : Dr. Felix Christopher SECRETARY : Dr. Sri M. Sri-Jayantha

Participated in a rally in front of UN commemorating 50th anniversary on Declaration of Human Rights
(observed as the best organized event among many other groups including groups linked to Tibet and East
Timor struggle).

Sangam participated in US Congressional HR Caucus Hearing on Sri Lanka (Feb.'99). Effort by the GoSL
to scuttle this open hearing failed for the first time.

Disturbingly, GoSL establishes a SL Caucus to counter Eelam Tamil effort.

Sangam organizes a large scale letter writing campaign to US Congress (2000 letters sent).

Sangam periodically mailed “Sangam Newsletter” to 250 media, NGO and government policymakers,
sending about 1500 hard copies. Intent was to build a solid foundation of relationship through well
researched material to counter SL propaganda against Tamils.

Sangam joined in a legal battle in US through renowned lawyer Prof. David Cole.

Subcommittee formed to address the challenges faced by Tamils in immigration detentions

centers in NY and NJ.

Key Sangam committee member established working relationships with Amnesty International
(Princeton Chapter).

First “Spring Cultural Event” organized successfully by Sangam providing a model for geographically
separated Tamil communities to replicate the model.Kumar Ponnambalam attends the event and gives a

speech about Eelam situation. (Year later he was assassinated.)

. . S . E 1 3 ! 4
Building a working relationship with
late Congressman Benjamin Gilman, NY




PRESIDENT : Dr. Felix Christopher

+ * Sangam organized a memorial event commemorating Kumar Ponnambalam’s contributions after he was

assassinated in Colombo, Sri Lanka on Jan. 5, 2000, presumably by Chandrika Kumaratunga's personal
security apparatus. Surprisingly there were handful of community members who were not so enthusiastic

about the memorial event reflecting the ongoing rift within the community!

Memorial to Mamanithar held in NJ by Sangam Memoarial event to Kumar Ponnambalam in US

10 Part of Folk Costumes Presentation of Eelam at
AGM. Mala (right) the Event Coordinator
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Participated in congressional briefing, May 2001, with the support of late Congressman

Benjamin Gilman, NY

Sangam continues to mail (hardcopy) about 300 “Newsletters” per month to US media, NGOs and
government officials while the GoSL imposed a news blockade on Tamil Eelam. Following the
Norway-mediated ceasefire, news flow from Eelam improves and Sangam ramps down the hardcopy
mailing project in the following year.

Maintained well-regarded website Sangam.org (Recognized by Library of Congress).

Regular group meetings with elected US Government officials.

Provided forum for Tamil children through Spring Cultural program in May.

Assisted Tamil refugees in Batticaloa - through the Ramakrishna Mission.

Assisted Tamil refugees& asylum seekers detained by US immigration.

Provided artificial limbs for Tamil victims in Sri Lanka — children and adults.
Doubled the Sangam membership.

Supported the victims of World Trade Center tragedy of 09/11/2001.

Spring Kallai Vil
Late Prof. Manogaran
Chelvaduarai lightinglLamp

Kuthirai Aattam by Canadian Dance Troupe Contributions to Kallai Villa by Children
following Dr. Siva'swelcome

Frequent gatherings at Dr. Jeyalingam’
sresidence with Ranee and Rajanadjoining




K Yo 2002

PRESIDENT : Dr. T. Sivanandarajah SECRETARY : Mr. T. Pathmakumar

Year 2002 was a historic year for Sangam, as Sangam celebrates our 25th year (Silver Jubilee).

At the FeTNA convention in July, Sangam organized a speech by Professor Francis Boyle to bring aware
ness on the human rights issues in Sri Lanka. Sangam also arranged to showcase a “Patti Manram” and
several other programs performed by Eelam Tamils.

From the proceeds of the Silver Jubilee, sangam provided additional scholarship money to the already
functioning Sangam Bursar fund at the University of Jaffna.

Sangam also donates USD 10,000 from the silver jubilee proceeds to to ‘Mallakam Blinded War
Victims Shelter”

Sangam organized local volunteers in New Jersey to visit the refugees and asylum-seekers from Eelam
held at the Elizabeth Detention Center.

Sangam’s silver jubilee AGM was held at the Double Tree Hotel and Convention Center in Somerset,
New Jersey. Mr. Raj Rajaratnam was the Guest of Honor and Prof. Valentine Daniel of Columbia
University gave a keynote speech.

Silver Jubilees is the first large scale AGM organized by Sangam, Catalyzed by Secretary

Mr. T. Pathmakumar and supported by other organizing committee members.

g

Silver Jubilee Committee Silver Jubilee Booklet

| ILANKA! TAMIL SAN(
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Guest of Honor :
Raj Rajaratnam. Invited Speaker Prof. Valentine Daniel.




PRESIDENT : Mr. P. Chandranathan SECRETARY : Mr. T. Pathmakumar

Sangam donates money to the Association for Rehabilitation Of the Disabled (AROD) in Jaffna to buy
sewing machines and bicycles.,

Sangam launches Tamil Health Organization (THO) within Sangam to provide medical assistance to
victims in North and East under the leadership of Dr. ThavamThambipillai and Dr. Raguraj. Sangam holds
a meeting in Morristown, NJ to initiate activities for THO. During the year and at the 2003 AGM THO
leaders speak about the activities of THO and Sangam raises funds for THO.

Sangam AGM 2003 was held at the Royal Albert’s Palace in New Jersey.

A large gathering of Tamil Youth from different parts of the county is held as part the Sangam AGM.

Rev. Dr. S.].Emmanuel is the key note speaker at the 2003 AGM.

Tamil Music group Shakthi was launched was the first time at the AGM 2003 with singers Aynkaran and

Anitha Krishna performing.

Youth Event 2003

2003 AGM Booklet

Youth Event 2003
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PRESIDENT : Mr. P. Chandranathan -SECRETARY : Mr. A. Vaseekarn

Sangam donates USD 8,800 to the Jaffna University medical faculty to provide Scholarships to

medical students.

Tamil Health Organization started by Sangam decides to rebrand with a new name called International
Medical Health Organization (IMHO) and a decision is made that IMHO will operate independently

as an organization with a president and an executive team.

2004 AGM was held at the Royal Albert’s Palace in New Jersey. Highlights of the AGM include a keynote
address from Rev. Fr. M. X.Karunaratnam, Chairman of the North East Secretariat on Human Rights
(NESHoR). He was killed in Sri Lanka in a later year by a Sri Lankan Army Claymore mine attack.
Sangam held a Medical camp at the AGM which included education on dementia, Alzheimer and other
illnesses.

VanniTech updates were provided Mr. Sooryakumaran, Chairman, ITTPO. Sangam contributed towards
the Vanni Tech project during the year.

2004 AGM featured a parallel youth event at the Hilton Hotel organized by the Tamil Youth
Organization (TYO).

TYO planned a trip for Tamil youth to travel to Vanni, Sri Lanka to spend time there teaching and learning.

Sangam Officials with TNA Leader
and M.P. Mr. Sampanthan AGM at the Royal Albert Palace

: Sangam President Mr. P.Chandranathan
—— : E Sangam officials with the TNA

Cultural program at the Sangam AGM M.P. Mr. G. Ponnambalam
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PRESIDENT : Mr. P. Sri Haran SECRETARY : Mr. T. Vaseeharan

Sangam donates USD 15,000 to purchase a van for medical relief work in Vanni following the December
2004 Tsunami disaster.

Sangam President and other officials travel to Vanni several times after the Tsunami to assess the damages
and discuss the rebuilding and rehabilitation efforts.

Their visits lead to a larger fund raising effort among the Sangam members in the United States. Sangam
collects and donates one million U.S dollars to the post Tsunami rebuilding and rehabilitation work.

One of the major rebuilding effort using these funds was to rebuild houses for Tsunami victims.

Sangam working with other Tamil organizations in coordinating the visit of Congressman Danny Davis
from illinois to North and East. It should be noted that Congressman Davis was the only congressman to
visit the war effected Tamil areas

2005 AGM was held at the Double tree hotel and executive meeting center in Somerset, New Jersey.
Sangam organizes a Continuing Medical Education (CME)event at the 2005 AGM. The CME program
bring awareness and prevention measures on hearts deceases and other common deceases. CME
program also provide onsite testing for bone density, blood pressure and blood sugar.

Congressman Danny Davis speaks at the AGM as a chief guest.

Professor John P Neelsen, of the Tuebingen Uuniversity and a strong supporter for the self determination

of Tamil in Sri Lanka was the key note speaker at the AGM.

Obhspruer-Tribune
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Sangam President Mr.Sri Haran with Congressman Danny Davis Professor Neelsen speaking at Sangam Dinner

Sangam President Mr.Sri Haran
leading a prayer for
Tsunami Victims
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+ PRESIDENT : Mr. P. Sri Haran SECRETARY : Dr. T. Manivannan

Sangam appealed to the State Department in April of 2006, seeking help in stopping the shelling and
aerial bombing of civilians in Trincomalee by the Sri Lankan Army.

2006 AGM was held at the Marriott Hotel in Somerset, New Jersey

Director of the movie ‘My Daughter the Terrorist,” Beate Arnestad was a keynote speaker at the 2006
AGM and was honored at the AGM. Her movie was also screened.

Human Rights Activist Dr. Brian Senewiratne, M.D. from Australia was the Chief Guest at the 2006 AGM.
At the AGM 2007, Sangam paid tribute to political activist Thiru. Thamil Selvan. Joining the tribute were
human rights activist Ms. Karen Parker, Dr. Ellyn Shander, Member of Parliament Mr. Eelaventhan,
Congressman Rush Holt and Ms. Beate Arnestad. They also participated in a human rights panel
discussion.

Fr. Chandrakanthan was the keynote speaker at the 2007 AGM. Joining him was Congressman

Rush Holt of New Jersey.

Human Rights Activist Ms. Karen Parker, Former Member

IR e : ] : = of Parliament Mr. Eelaventhan, Ms. BeateArnestad and
Dr. Ellyn Shanders paying respect to political activist Thamil Selvan Sangam President Mr. Sti Haran honoring Ms. BeateArnestad Congressman Rush Holt and his wife.

Mr. Eelaventhan Panel Discussion
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PRESIDENT : Dr. T. Manivannan SECRETARY : Mr. Ahilan Rajadeva

Sangam AGM 2008 was held at the Ukrainian Cultural Center in Somerset, New Jersey.

Human rights activist Dr. Brian Seneviratne from Australia and Award Winning Journalist Ms. Anita Pratap
from India deliver key note addresses.

As the civil war in Sri Lanka was raging and the Tamil civilian casualties were mounting, Sangam together
with the organizations, mobilize Tamil Americans and hold several protest marches in Washington D.C.
and New York calling for the Sri Lankan Government to stop the massacre of innocent civilians.

Few weeks after the end of the civil war in Sri Lanka, Sangam organizes a large protest march in New York
City in front of the United Nations calling for the release of all civilians kept in internment camps in Vanni.
Sangam AGM 2009 was held at the Chutney Manor banquet Hall in New Jersey. Key note speaker of the
event is Ambassador Dewey, former member, International Independent Group of Eminent Persons on
Sri Lankan Human Rights.

Human Rights lawyer Mr. V. Rudrakumaran was awarded with a Lifetime Achievement Award at

the AGM.

Sangam President
Dr. T. Manivannan

Attorney Bruce Fein




Year2070

PRESIDENT : Mr. Ahilan Rajadeva SECRETARY : Mr. Balan Kugapalan

Organized Mobile Billboard Project in NYC to create awareness of War Crimes and Tamil Genocide committed
against Eelam Tamils.

Held a NYC Vigil Rally in memory of the Eelam Tamil War Victims of Sri Lanka.

Organized Tamil cultural event (Kalai Vizha) in NJ for Tamil Americans, and donated the net proceeding to
Mahadeva Ashrama Saivach Chiruvar lllam, Kilinochchi to build 8 toilets to be used by |50 Orphaned kids. Also,
assisted Sri Ramakrishna Sarada Sevashrama for orphans in Pt. Pedro.

Sangam funded Tamil History Preservation Project lead by Dr. Murugar Gunasingham to recreate some of the lost
materials from archives around the world and consolidate them into a book.

Sangam organized first “Thamizhar Sangamam” event in NJ, and brought other Tamil organizations such as WTO,
FETNA, CTC, NJTS, NJTACS, USTPAC, TAG, TGTE and PEARL.

At the AGM Sangam Premiered “January 29" — Documentary of Muthukumar and released the DVD in USA . Also
premiered award winning Eelam Tamil movie “1999" in USA directed by Mr. Lenin Sivam.

At the AGM Sangam Introduced Eelath Tamil musical group called “Shakthi” in NJ which consists of

Tamil musicians.

At the AGM “Tamils in Sri Lanka” — A Comprehensive history (300 B.C — 2000 A.D) was released and MDMK

General Secretary, Thiru. V. Kopalasamy (Aka Vaiko) from India gave the keynote speech .

Sangam president Mr. Ahilan
Rajadeva speakingat the event

Mullivaikkal Remembrance Day Rally poster




Sangam organized a “Tamil History Workshop.” The workshop was conducted by Dr. Murugar
Gunasingham, author of the book ‘Tamils in Sri Lanka — A Comprehensive History.” The event was
attended by over twenty young Tamil Americans from the tri state area,while over twenty adults also
attended this full history workshop.

Sangam, together with other organizations, held a NYC Vigil Rally in memory of the Eelam Tamil War
Victims of Sri Lanka. Sangam was responsible for collecting funds and reimbursing expenses for the rally,
Sangam took responsibility to arrange food and water from the New Jersey, New York area.

Our 34th Annual General Meeting was held at the Crowne Plaza Conference Center in Monroe Town
ship, New Jersey. The major highlights of the AGM was the “Thamilar Sanagamam” event where diaspora
organizations from Canada, United Kingdom and United States participated. Panel discussions on
humanitarian efforts in llankai and the human rights situation were held. Sangam also held a workshop on
U.N. Accountability.

Tamil National Alliance Members of Parliament Mr. Senathirajah and Mr. Premachandran spoke at the

evening event.

Attendees after a paﬁel discussion at the AGM Congressman Rush Holt speaking at the AGM

Congressman Rush Holt speaking to the

TNA delegation at the AGM Shakthi group performing at AGM Humanitarianpanel discussion at the AGM

edahamsie




Year 2072

PRESIDENT : Dr. Nithianandan Selliah SECRETARY : Mr. Balan Kugapalan

Our annual cultural show “Kalai Vila 2012” held in June was our first initiative to incorporate
performances from students outside of the Sangam community. Students from New Jersey Tamils Arts
and Cultural Society (NJTACS) and various dance and music schools participated in the Kalai Vila. Al
together over 75 students participated in the show that lasted for six hours and was attended by over 400
attendees. The show was hosted at the Nash Theater in Branchburg, New Jersey.

Sangam donated proceeds from our cultural show to the NOW WOW organization to provide school
supplies to children from poor families in Batticaloa.

Our 35th Annual General Meeting was held at the Double Tree Hotel in Somerset, New Jersey. Highlights
of the AGM included a panel discussion on human rights violations in Sri Lanka - Past, Present and Future,
a panel discussion on improving the lives of our people, and a TAG workshop on war crimes investigation.
Evening program included a keynote address by Mr. Guruparan Kumaravadivel (Lecturer, Department of
Law, Jaffna University) and Mr. P Ariyanenthiran, Member of Parliament of the Tamil National Alliance
from the Batticaloa District.

Human rights panel included Dr. Julian Vigo and attorney Bruce Fein of Tamils Against Genocide (TAG).

It should be noted that the 2012 AGM was held less than ten days after super storm Sandy ravaged the
eastern seaboard. Monitoring the situation and the disaster caused by the hurricane, the Sangam
leadership team took a wise and timely decision to host the AGM as planned as the recovery efforts went
quickly and the state of New Jersey returned to normal.

Ilankai ng{%y Sangam
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Kalai Vila 2012 Poster AGM 2012 Poster
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Sangam donated $19,000 from its endowment fund for the human rights work carried out by Sangam members,
especially to cover the cost of travel to the United Nations Human Rights council meeting in Geneva.

As part of our “Tamil History Preservation” project Sangam donated money to digitize the work of Dr. Murugar
Gunasingam, author of several historical books including the “Tamils in Sri Lanka — A Comprehensive History.”.
Sangam members from Central Jersey hosted a local Tamil New year celebration in South Brunswick,

NJ in April.

Sangam initiated an essay writing competition on Tamil Arts, Language and History at our Annual General
Meeting. The purpose of this competition is to bring raise awareness on Tamil arts, cultural, history among the
young Tamil Americans and to enable them to articulate their cultural background and heredity.

Our 36th Annual General Meeting was held at the Crowne Plaza Conference Center in Monroe Township, New
Jersey. Highlights of the AGM included a panel discussion called “Mullivaikkal Massacre of Tamils.”. Panelists
included Mrs. Ananthi Sasitharan (wife of Tamil political leader Elilan, who disappeared in May 2009) and

Dr. Varatharajan (one of the doctors who treated civilians in the last pages phases of the war in Vanni).

Evening highlights included keynote addresses from former parliamentarian Mr. Gajendrakumar Ponnambalam,
Members of Parliament from the Tamil National Alliance Mr. M.A.Sumanthrian and Mr. Mavai Senathirajah.
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Mullivaikkal Massacre of Tamils

What huspipeied and did net hippen! Had-dﬂt

2013 AGM attendees Sangam President Nithi Selliah

TNA MP MavaiSenathirajah presenting

awards for the winners of the essay competition [l 101F PM Mr. Rudrakumaran speaking at the AGM
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PRESIDENT : Dr. Kandasamy Rajaram SECRETARY : Mr. Balan Kugapalan

“Isai Priya Memorial Kalai Vila 2014 was held in May 2014 at Crossroads middle School in South Brunswick to
promote Tamil culture and language.Various dance and music schools participated in the Kalai Vila. Over 50
students participated in the show which was attended by over 300 attendees from the tristate areas. This
program was organized by the Sangam to promote Tamil drama, dance and music among tri-state Tamil
Americans, specifically theTamil American children.

Donated money to typhoon victims from the Philippines through Mano-a-Mano International Relief Organization.
Our 37th Annual General Meeting was held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Monroe township, New Jersey. The
Keynote address was given by the Minister Mr.P. Aingeranesan of the Northern Provincial Council. A lifetime
achievement award was given to Father Rev. S.]. Emmanuel for his service.A special recognition award was given
to SMT.Selvy Chandranathan of the Kala Shethra.

Sangam executed a cattle farm project in alliance with the NOW WOW organization, to which Sangam donated
$20,000 towards. This project supported forty families of widows, amputees and war victims.

We created an athletics program for children in the Vanni and Batticaloa area; in Vanni, with the assistance of our
donations, six schools were funded with athletic equipment which they previously could not obtain.

The children learned and participated in organized sporting events such as cricket, soccer, netball and badminton.
In the Batticaloa district,a remote village school with children from families below poverty level received a
donation from the the Sangam (ITS) which enabled four of their table tennis teams to compete in a provincial
championship which that they later went on to win. With our help the previously ill-funded badminton team
received new equipment which enabled them to win the National Championship for badminton.

Sanagam donated a Multimedia projector to Chenkaladys school.

Sangam (ITS) Sangam initiated to the tradition of have planting in East Windsor. Sangam intends to

expand similar projects in other states of the country.

Sangam continued to provide support for the “Tamil History Preservation” project.

An essay writing competition on Tamil Arts, Language and History took place at the AGM hall in

which more than 20 students participated.

Sangam donated $2,500 to a flood victim project in the Eastern province.

The Sangam educational fund was initiated.

Digitized by Noolaham [Foundation.
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‘Lifetime Service Award’ to
- Father Rev. S.J. Emmanuel

¥

Human Rights Panel Discussion
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lvy Chandranathan with special recognition award
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PRESIDENT : Dr. Kandasamy Rajaram SECRETARY : Mr. Balan Kugapalan

lllankai Tamil Sangam (ITS) hosted a joint Pongal villa event with the New Jersey Tamil Sangamion January 2015.
|t was well attended by the Tamil community from the Tristate area. This included both Indian and llankai

Tamils alike.

Northern Provincial Council Chief Minister Hon. C.V. Vigneswaran visited the United States. A town hall meeting
was held in New Jersey where the Chief Minister spoke and took questions from the local audience.

Sangam essay writing competition was moved from the AGM location to local tamil schools. This year more than
75 students participated in the competition

Our 38th Annual General Meeting was held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Monroe township, New Jersey.Key
note address was delivered by Mr. §.Shritharan M.P. Highlights of the AGM included our focus is to empower the
people back at home by supporting livelihood Projects. lllankai Tamil Sangam (ITS) funded several projects.

A lifetime achievement award was given to Olympian Dr.N.Ethirveerasingam for his contribution to sports and
education in the Northern Province. He contributed immensely to the field of in the field of education and Sports
in the northern Province.

“Meritorious Award for Music” was given to super singer Jessica Judes. She gave a special performance

at the AGM.

Sangam has received an urgent request from the Northern Provincial Council, to help obtain awater testing
equipment for oil contamination. Sangam with the help of Group of Engineers and a chemist in North America
purchased a water testing equipment.Two Chemists received additional training in the U.S. and visited the
Northern Province to provide hands-on training to the local technicians.

Sangam initiated a project to set-up 1000 poor Tamil families in Eastern Sri Lanka with Solar Panels that would
provide electricity in their shacks. Project will is to be executed in partnership with the U.S Rotary clubs in North

ern New Jersey. Sangam collected donations through a saree aution at the AGM and contributions from donors.

B

NPC CM Mr. Vigneswaran Speaking ] 7 el Water Testing equipment
at Sangam Townhall Meeting Thamil Thai Vaalththu handed over to NPC
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PRESIDENT : Mr. Balan Kugapalan SECRETARY : Mr. Thaya Nagarajah

Sangam initiated the “Pongal Vila” Celebrations in the Tri State Area and declare the Pongal to be the
Tamil National Festival for the Tamil American Community. Pongal Vila events were held in Bridgewater,
NJ, Queens, NY and Staten Island, NY. All together over |00 students participated in the cultural
programs and over 500 people attended the program in the three events.

llankai Tamil Sanagam started a weekend Tamil education school in Staten Island, NY with the help

of the local members and volunteers. 32 students were enrolled at this school and the school continues
to grow and provide weekend thamil education to children.

Sangam in close co-operation with the U.S Rotary clubs in Northern New Jersey continued the
multi-year mega project to set-up |000 poor Tamil families with Solar Panels that would will provide
electricity in their shacks. First phase of the project is completed as |00 war affected tamil families
received the solar powered lamps. Rotary club initiated the 2nd phase of the project.

Sangam members hosted “Mullivaikkal” remembrance events in Central Jersey and Staten Island, NY
Sangam created a Youtube channel to broadcast its event videos

Sangam hosted the Mega Kalai Vila 2016 and Grand Super Singer Night at the West Windsor-
Plainsborough High school in New Jersey. Over 100 students from different parts of New Jersey and
Staten Island participated in the Kalai Vila showcasing their talent in Tamil language, music and arts. Over
700 people attended the combined event that went from 3:00 PM to | 1:00 PM. Turnout for this mega
event is one of the largest for a Sangam event

New Jersey members of llankai Tamil Sangam initiated a donation drive to collect backpacks with school
supplies for the children (ages 4-19) in foster care in the south jersey area. The donations will be
distributed by our partner, South Jersey Center for volunteer service.

Sangam Central Jersey Members held the “ThiyagiThileepan” Memorial Day at the East Windsor
memorial tree.

Digitized by Noolaham Foun
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PRESIDENT : Mr. Balan Kugapalan

Sangam'’s Annual Essay Writing Competition on its 4th year expanded out of the Tri State Area to Boston,
Massachusetts and Columbus, Ohio. Over 125 students participated in the competition. Sangam declares
their our goal to expand this competition to be a national competition.

Our 39th Annual General Meeting was held at the Crowne Plaza Conference Center in Monroe Town

ship, New Jersey. Major Highlights of the AGM was the arrival of Former United Nations High

Commissioner for Human Rights Hon. Judge Navanethem Pillay as the keynote speaker. Judge Pillay

participated in various panel discussions and delivered the well-received keynote address at the

evening event.

Sangam recognized Judge Navanethem Pillay with a ‘Life Time Service Award’ for her decades-long
dedication to seeking truth, justice and human rights around the world and her contribution to all
humanity. Judge Pillay was the first recipient of the ‘Life Time Service Award'.

Sangam recognized Eelam Tamil Singer Late Mr. C. Ainkaran with the posthumous title of “Voice of Isai.”.
His daughter received the recognition at the AGM.

Sangam reinitiated the “Tamil American youth meet” as part of the AGM.

= 1
Congressman Leonard Lance at the Judge Pillay Receiving
‘Pongal Vila' ‘Lifetime Services Award' Mullivaikkal’ Remembrance Day

Sangam President Judge Navi Pillay
Balan Kugapalan Delivering
Speaking at the AGM Key Note Address
Noolaham ountlon.
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PRESIDENT : Mr. Balan Kugapalan SECRETARY : Mr. Thaya Nagarajah

Sangam initiates a disabled war veteran fund to assist the disabled freedom fighters in llankai. At the first
phase of the project Sangam provides financial assistance to the two veterans who lost their eye sight and
hands during the war. Financial assistance included assistance to their children education and assistance to
their small farm.

Sangam expands the “Pongal Vila” Celebrations outside of the Tri State Area. This year five llankai Thamil
Communities from Northern New Jersey, Queens, NY, Staten Island, NY, Boston, MA, Columbus, OH
and Maryland joins Sangam in Celebrating the Pongal Vila.

Joining hands with the New Jersey Tamil Sangam and TamilnaduTamils, our central jersey members held
a peaceful meet in support of the ‘JalliKattu’protests at the Tamil War Victims Memorial in

East Windsor, NJ.

Sangam in a joint effort with several tamil diaspora cultural organizations initiated an international essay
writing and drawing competition in Tamil. The competition was held in the United Kingdom, Canada,
Germany, France, Switzerland and llankai.

Sangam members hosts “Mullivaikkal” remembrance events in Central Jersey and Staten Island, NY
Sangam annual cultural show ‘Kalai Vila’ was held in Staten Island, NY. Over 100 students from four Tamil
schools and various Tamil dance and music schools showcased their talent in Tamil arts and language. This
is the first sangam ‘Kalai Vila’ to be held outside the state of New Jersey. Sangam announces plans to hold
the show in future in other states.

In marking their Ruby Jubilee Celebrations, Sangam initiates a multiyear mega program in the Amparai
district to provide various assistance to 44 Tamil villages. The program consists project such as providing
financial and fishery equipment assistance to Tamil fishermen, fishery marketing project to assist other
families that are living under poverty, financial and technical assistance to farming families headed by single
mothers and educational and technical assistance to younger generation. Sangam Plan to initiate the
implementation of projects from the village of “Karaitheevu”. Sangam declared its intention to go from
Village to village liberating them from poverty, social injustices and colonization.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.




SECRETARY : Mr. Thaya Nagarajah

New Jersey members of llankai Tamil Sangam continue their 2nd annual donation drive to collect back
packs with school supplies for the children (ages 4-19) in foster care in south jersey area. The donations
will be distributed by our partner South Jersey Center for volunteer Service.

Sangam holds the 30th annual remembrance of “ThiyagiThileepan’ who died fasting unto death without
water demanding equal rights for tamils in Sri Lanka.

Sangam announces the “Lifetime Service Award” to the team of medical professionals (doctors, nurses,
technicians, ambulance drivers and other volunteers)who worked in Vanni during the last phase of war.
llankai Tamil Sangam USA on behalf of the Tamil American Community awards their highest recognition
award to this team of brave and selfless team of men and women for their immense service to humanity
and also for their act of valor in the face oppression, intimidation and violence.

Sangam announces the “Lifetime Service Award” to Channel 4 Documentary Producer Mr. Callum
Macrae for his work on the documentary series ‘Killing Fields of Sri Lanka’ and for his lifelong dedication

in bringing awareness on social injustices, state sponsored terrorism and human rights violations.

Solar Panel recipients Solar Panel recipients 2nd Annual Back Pack Drive

Sangam President speaking ata“ R E ;
Pongal Vila' ‘Kalai Vila 2017

‘ReNu’ project recipients
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llankai Tamil Sangam USA recognizes individuals,

groups and organizations that have contributed ;’z _
significantly to the common cause by awarding \
them with our highest recognition awards.
Following awards are given by Sangam :

LIFETIME SERVICE AWARD :
Awarded for the first time in 2016, the Lifetime Service Award recognizes
individuals, groups or organization for their contribution to human rights or
humanity, or for an act of valor. This is the Sangam'’s highest recognition award for

service.

MOST EMINENT TAMIL AMERICAN AWARD / TITLE : ;
Awarded was the first time in Sangam history in 2005, Sangam'’s “Most Eminent
Tamil American Award” is a posthumous title bestowed to Tamil Americans in
recognition of their life-long dedication and service to the development and

freedom of Tamils in llankai.

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD :
Sangam'’s Lifetime Achievement Award is awarded to individuals who, during their
lifetimes, have made significant contributions to the Tamil Community or to the field §

of their expertise.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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Medical Profession Team that served the Civilians in the last
phase of civil war in Sri Lanka (awarded 2017)

llankai Tamil Sangam USA recognizes the medical profession team comprising doctors,
nurses, technicians, ambulance drivers and other volunteers who have gone above and
beyond in their service to the internally displaced and war-affected people during the
final phases of the civil war in Sri Lanka. During the times of war and great distress, they
heroically stood by their people.

During the first five months of 2009, as an intense war ravaged the densely-populated
coastline of northeastern Sri Lanka, more than 300 000 civilians were trapped in
between. A government-imposed media blackout meant the world was largely
unaware of what the United Nations later called a “bloodbath.”The team established
makeshift hospitals and coordinated emergency medical efforts under the most diffi-
cult conditions. According to the ICRC, the team coordinated the evacuation of nearly

14,000 patients and their caregivers from the warzone between February and May
2009.

The physicians’ team treated acute trauma and burns, performed surgical amputations
and provided much needed first aid amidst shortages of food, medicine, clean water
and supplies. Compounding the situation was that hospitals were under artillery
attack.Although they had the option to leave, the team chose to stay and serve the
civilian population who needed them more than ever. At a time when journalists were
barred, the team also communicated with the outside world about the casualties they
saw.

llankai Tamil Sangam USA on behalf of the Tamil American Community awards their
highest recognition award of “Lifetime Service Award” to this team of brave and self-
less team of men and women for their courageous service to humanity and for their

acts of valor in the face oppression, intimidation and violence.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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Doctors
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Dr.Thangamuthu Sathiyamoorthy - Regional Director of Health Services - Kilinochchi
Dr. Thurairajah Varatharajah - Regional Director of Health Services- Mullaitivu
Dr. Veerakaththipillai Sanmugarajah - Medical Superintendent, Mullaitivu

District General Hospital
Dr. Kasilinkam Sujanthan - Director of Tamil Eelam Medical Health Services
Dr.R.Kathirchelvan - Medical Officer of Health and Doctor at MallaviDivisional Hospital
Dr. K. Suthakaran - Medical Officer at District General Hospital - Kilinochchi
Dr. Tharmalingam Baskaran - Medical Officer of Health, Kilinochchi
Dr. Prasathnayagam Brighton — Medical Officer at District General Hospital-Kilinochchi
Dr. Sivapalan- In charge - PonnampalamMemorial Hospital
Dr. Vettinasan Lumberd - Medical Officer - Madu
Dr. K Pathmalogini - Surrendered to the SL army - missing
Dr. Sivamanoharan - Death due to cluster bomb attack on April 21, 2009
Mr. Anton Benedict Jeyakumar - Accountant

Nurses
Sangam also recognizes all the Nurses who worked with the medical profession
team. At the time of the book release the names of these Nurses were not pub-
lished. But a special event will be held in Northern Sri Lanka to recognize their
contributions.

Other technicians and volunteers
Sangam also recognizes all the other technicians and volunteers who worked with
the medical profession team. At the time of the book release the names of these
technicians and volunteers were not published. But a special event will be held in

Northern Sri Lanka to recognize their contributions.

Digitized by Noolafiam Foundation.
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Mr. Callum Macrae awarded 2017
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Mr.Callum Macrae is an award-winning filmmaker, writer
and journalist. Mr.Macrae was the producer of a series of
documentaries that exposed war crimes committed during
the last phase of civil war in Sri Lanka. His first documen

tary released in 2011 which brought worldwide attention

to the war crimes and human rights abuses committed by
the Sri Lankan armed forces won the Current Affairs - International category of the
Royal Television Society's Television Journalism Awards 2010-11, won two One
World Media Awards and earned a BAFTA TV Award nomination. It has also has
won other awards, including The Audience Awards at the Nuremberg Film Festival
and Watch Docs in Poland, as well as the Human Rights award at the Festival des

Liberties in Brussels. McCrae and his team were nominated for the Nobel Peace
Prize in 2012.

Mr. Macrae grew up in Nigeria and Scotland. He studied painting at Edinburgh
College of Art for five years, was a dustman for two years, ran a pirate radio
station for six months and was a teacher for seven years. He was a member of the
Official Edinburgh Festival’s governing Council and President of Edinburgh and

District Trades Council.

llankai Tamil Sangam USA on behalf of the Tamil American Community awards
their highest recognition award of “Lifetime Service Award” to Mr. Callum
Macrae for his lifelong dedication in bringing awareness on social injustices, state

sponsored terrorism and human rights violations.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. )
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Judge Navanethem Pillay, a South African national of Tamil origin,
was born in 1941. Ms. Pillay received a BA and a LLB from Natal
University South Africa and holds a Master of Law and a Doctor-
ate of Juridical Science from Harvard University. She was the first

woman to start a law practice in her home province of Natal in

1967. She acted as a defense attorney for anti-apartheid activists,
exposing torture, and helping establish key rights for prisoners on
Robben Island - the notorious prison where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned for over 23
years. She also worked as a lecturer at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, and later was
appointed Vice-President of the Council of the University of Durban Westville. In 1995, after
the end of apartheid, Ms.Pillay was appointed as acting judge on the South African High
Court. Later the same year she was elected by the UN General Assembly to be a judge on
the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, where she served a total of eight years, the
last four (1999-2003) as President. She was appointed as UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights in July 2008.

Judge Pillai visited Sri Lanka, and met with victims of the war and made stern statements on
all parties to the conflict and delivered a firm message. Judge Pillay is the first recipient of
Sangam's ‘Lifetime Service Award’ in recognition of her decades-long dedication to seeking

truth, justice and human rights around the world and her contribution to all humanity.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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Late Dr. Ananthan Satchi (1939-2015)

Dr. Ananthan Satchi was one of the founding members of llankai Tamil Sangam.
Born in 1945 in Sri Lanka and raised in Malaysia, he received his medical degree
from the University of Colombo. He moved to the United States in 1971 and retired
as an Anesthesiologist. Since forming the llankai Tamil Sangam in 1977 with the
other founding members, Dr. Satchi gave his unconditional support to the Sangam
for the past 38 years. He has extended his philanthropic activities through the
Sangam and his generosity has helped improved the lives of orphans, war widows

and disabled freedom fighters.

llankai Tamil Sangam posthumously bestow the title of "Most Eminent Tamil
American” to Late Dr. Ananthan Satchi in recognition of his decades-long dedica-
tion to the development and freedom of Eelam Tamils. In the forty-year history of
Sangam, this will be the first posthumous title recognition bestowed. Sangam is

honored in recognizing one of our founding fathers.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. ;
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Dr. Nagalingam
Jeyalingam (awarded 2017)

Dr. Nagalingam Jeyalingam graduated from the University of Ceylon with a medical
degree, and specialized in Ear Nose and Throat and Head & Neck Surgery at
Manhattan Eye, Ear and Throat Hospital. He became a Fellow of the American
Academy of Otolaryngology and Head & Neck Surgery in 1979. In 2003, he was
appointed Assistant Clinical Professor, Department of Otolaryngology, Mt Sinai
Medical Center, New York, NY. He practiced as Ear, Nose & Throat and Head and Neck
Surgeon in Newburgh, NY till Dec. 2011. After his retirement, he worked as Director

of Clinical Research at ENT and Allergy Associates for two years.

Dr.Jeyalingam was the President of llankai Tamil Sangam from 1994 to 1996. He was
also the president of the World Tamil Coordinating Committee (WTCC). He was on
the Advisory Committee and is currently a Senator and in the Ethics Committee of
TGTE. He is also a Governing Council member of USTPAC. Sangam awards the
‘Lifetime Achievement Award’ to Dr.Nagalingam Jeyalingam in recognition of his
contribution to the Sangam over two decades, to the Tamil community in United

States and the Tamils in llankai.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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Dr. Nagalingam Ethirveerasingam awarded 2015)
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Dr.Nagalingam Ethirveerasingam represented Sri Lanka
(then Ceylon) at the 1952 and 1956 Olympic Games and
three Asian Games.He finished eleventh in the 1958 British
Empire and Commonwealth Games high jump.He won the
first Asian Games gold medalfor Sri Lanka in 1958. He taught
at universities in Sierra Leone, Papua New Guinea, Nigeria

and Sri Lanka. He also worked for UNESCO for five years. He

was a student at Jaffna Central College, where apart from his

accomplishments in athletics, was a cricketer, which is not
well publicized because of his athletic achievements. In later years whilst lecturing in Sierra
Leone he captained the University cricket team in the local cricket tournament and in 1973
was appointed vice captain of the national team that played against the neighboring coun-

try of Gambia.

Dr. Ethirveerasingam, only Olympian of Tamil heritage, now lives in the US and Jaffna, Sri
Lanka. In addition to engaging in various humanitarian relief efforts in Jaffna and Vanni, he
coaches young athletes in that area. He passionately believes that sport can heal trauma
and provide hope for the young.Sangam awarded the ‘Lifetime Achievement Award’ to
Dr.Ethirveerasingam in recognition of his achievements in sports, his dedication to the
development of sports and education in the Northern Province and humanitarian activities

among Eelam Tamils.

Digitizea 'o' oolaham Foundation.
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Ranjithan (awarded 2017)

Dr. Nagaratnam Arul Ranjithan received his medical degree MBBS from University
of Ceylon, in 1969.After an year of internship he emigrated to USA in 1971. Follow-
ing his residency in Internal medicine,he did Nephrology fellowship in VA Hospital
in Bronx,New York.He is a diplomate of the American Board of Internal Medicine
and has been in private practice of Nephrology and Internal Medicine from 1976 to
the present time in Cumberland,Maryland.He was Medical director of Hemodialysis

unit of Western MD Health Systems, over thirty years.

Dr. Ranjithan was the president of Tamils Rehabilitation Organization(TRO) from its
inception in 1997 till 2007.He currently serves as a governing council member of
USTPAC.Sangam awards the ‘Lifetime Achievement Award’ to Dr. Nagaratnam
Arul Ranjithanin recognition of his generous contributions to the Tamil People in
llankai and his tireless and dedicated efforts to improve their livelihood for several

decades.
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Rev. Dr. S. J. Emmanuel awarded 2019)
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Prof. Dr. S. J. Emmanuel, born in Jaffna, Sri Lanka in 1934,
had his early education in Jaffna and later graduated in phys-
ical sciences from the University of Ceylon, Colombo in
1958. After a short period as teacher and journalist, he did
his studies in Rome, graduating in Philosophy and Theology
at the Pontifical Urban University in Rome and was ordained

a priest in December 1966. In Sri Lanka, he was then pastor

and diocesan director for lay apostolate. From 1976 till 1986,
he was Professor and Dean of Theology at the National Seminary in Kandy, Sri Lanka.From
1986 onwards, he has been a direct victim and witness of the ethnic conflict and war in
Jaffna. In October 1995, he along with his staff and students of the Seminary joined the
500,000 in their historic Exodus out of Jaffna. After a year in the jungles of Kilinochchi he
moved to Europe in 1997 in self-exile. In 1996 and 1997 he was a visiting Scholar at Heyth-

rop College of the University of London. In September 1997 he moved to Germany.

During these seventeen years in self-exile, besides his lectures in various universities in
Europe, he has been bearing credible witness at many international conferences to the
horrendous events happening behind closed-doors in the North and East of Sri Lanka.
During the last fifteen years he has attended the annual sessions of the UN Human Rights
Council held in Geneva and has been lobbying support for his people from the internation-
al community. In February 2010 he was elected President of the Global Tamil Forum — a
network of Diaspora Tamil organizations around the world.He has given numerous inter-
views to media and written articles to several journals in English, Tamil and German.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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Mr. Visuvanathan Rudrakumaran,Esq.
(awarded Nove{nber 2009)

)

Mr. Visuvanathan Rudrakumaran is a practicing attorney
in New York, USA. He studied at Jaffna Central College
and Colombo Law College. He holds an LLM in Interna-
tional Law/Comparative Law from the Harvard Law
School and is a former co-chair of the Committee on

International Law and Comparative Law, New York

County Bar Association.

Mr. Visuvanathan has participated in the peace talks between the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and the Government of Sri Lanka as a legal advisor of the LTTE.
He is the Prime Minister of the Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam (TGTE). He
published and presented papers on self-determination, use of force by non-state
entities. He has also been co-counsel in cases challenging the terrorist designations
and litigation involved constitutional challenges of 1996 antiterrorism and effective

death penalty Act.

He has written extensively on the conflict in the island of Sri Lanka and participated in
the Norwegian sponsored Peace Process as Legal Adviser to the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam delegation. His published writings include “Secession in Aland, Tamil
Separatism, and International Law.” Canadian Review of Studies in Nationalism XX,

no.1-2 (1994): 11-23
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Dr. Rajan S}isi;andarajah

(awarded November 2003)

Dr. Rajan Sriskandarajah graduated from the University of Ceylon with a medical
degree and was ‘Board Certified’ by the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gyne-
cologists, England in 1977. Dr. Sriskandarajah became a Fellow of the American
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists in 1980 and was awarded ‘Board Certi-
fied" by the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists in 1981. In 1989,
he was appointed Clinical Assistant Professor at the New York Medical College. He
obtained a Master's degree in Public Health from the New York Medical College in
1993.

Along with his busy medical practice he has been actively involved in llankai Tamil
Sangam’s activities. He was the founder as well as long-time editor ofllankai Tamil
Sangam's “Tamil Voice" publication and of the Sangam website. He has published
numerous articles and essays and has given many speecheé about the Sri Lankan
Tamil issue.Dr. Sriskandarajah has been actively involved in promoting peace and

human rights in Sri Lanka.
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Mr. J.M. _Rajjaratnam

(awarded November 2003)

Mr. J.M.Rajaratnam, a graduate of the University of Ceylon, was the winner of a
five-year open Government Scholarship for studies in accounting in the U.K. He
was the CEO and Chairman of the Board of Directors of Singer Company’s opera-
tions in Ceylon, was transferred to the U.S head office and subsequently appointed
Vice President of Finance and Ac.counting of the International Group of the corpo-
ration. Mr. J.M. Rajaratnam has been included in Marquis "Who's Who in Ameri-
ca.'After his retirement, he worked as a consultant to the World Bank, as Member
of the Roster of Experts on matters related to transnational corporations of the

United Nations and as a Member of the U.S Executive Volunteer Services Corps.

Mr. Rajaratnam who had been educating government and international bodies for
the Eelam Tami cause, published 'Tamils of Sri Lanka - The quest for human dignity’
issued by the U.K.'s Tamil Information Center. He had been a long-time member
of Sangam, was a past president and had spoken at various conventions in the

USA, Canada, UK and India on the Tamil Eelam cause.
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Professor Dr. Muttaiya Sundaralingam
(awarded November 2004)
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Professor Dr. M. Sundaralingam received his B.Sc. (Honors) from the University of Ceylon in 1956 and
Ph.D. from the University of Pittsburgh in 1961. After a post-doctoral stint in the Department of
Anatomy, School of Medicine, University of Washington (1962-1963), he was appointed Research

Instructor, Department of Biological Structure of the same school (1963-1965).

His research areas included Research Associate in Molecular Biology, Children’s Cancer Research
Foundation, Harvard University Medical School, Boston, MA; Chairman, Biophysics Ph.D. program,
University of Wisconsin, Madison; Professor of Biomolecular Structure, University of Wisconsin;
Professor, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry and Director, Biological Macromolecular
Structure Center of the Ohio State University, Columbus Ohio (1990-2002).

Among his honors are a John Simon Guggenheim Foundation Fellowship at Oxford (1975-1976)
University of Pittsburgh Alumni Distinguished Award, 1986; Ohio Regent’s  Eminent Scholar Award
by the Ohio’s Governor. He was among the top 300 of the 1000 most cited scientists for work pub-
lished from 1965-1978

e —— T i G m———————

Professor Dr. V. Arunasalam
(awarded November 2003)
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Professor Dr. V. Arunasalam, a prominent Research Physicist at the Plasma Physics Laboratory, Prince-
ton University, was a graduate of the University of Ceylon. He completed his Master's degree at the
University of Massachusetts and his Ph.D. at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1964. He
had taught at William Paterson University and Ryder University in New Jersey. Dr. Arunasalam had

been included in the Marquis "Who’s Who in America’.

Dr. Arunasalam’s achievements included research in Plasma Physics and controlled Thermonuclear
Fusion, Quantum Theory, Quantum Electrodynamics, Cosmology, Foundations of Physics, Particle
Physics, Condensed Matter, Theory and Quantum Statistical Mechanics. Dr. Arunasalam had been

actively involved in promoting peace in Sri Lanka through the American Government.
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ILANKAI TAMIL SANGAM’S ESSAY WRITING
COMPETITION ON TAMIL HISTORY, ARTS AND CULTURE

The Drawing and Essay Competition of llankai Tamil Sangam was founded in 2013 as

an endeavor to encourage Tamil children to proactively learn about their culture and
history. In its first two years, the competition was limited to just New Jersey with less than
20 students. In 2015, it was expanded to include Staten Island and Queens and around
90 kids participated in this competition. Boston and Ohio also participated in 2016 with
135 kids and this year Pennsylvania was the newest addition.

The topics presented to the participants have varied through the years but have primarily
been focused on Sri Lankan culture. These prompts facilitate participants to not only
write about each topic, but also thoroughly research and understand it. They are
required to creatively think about how to present their topics thereby allowing them to
think independently about what they learned from their research and how to best

communicate it.

Some of the topics from this year included Tamil festivals, the biographical history of
Tamil poets, Tamil literature, a history of the formation of the Tamil population and the
effects of the civil war in Sri Lanka. The goal of these prompts is to help children discover
pieces of their cultural identity and think critically about what that means today. Further-
more, we hope that this will motivate them to seek out other topics and have conver
sations with parents, friends and family members.

Today, our children rarely learn about our culture or history in school. Therefore, the
responsibility of communicating that information falls to our community. Through this
competition, we hope to spark interest in children to learn more about where they are
from and how that ties to their own identities. Every year, we will strive to expand this
contest to include as many areas of the country as possible, thereby bringing together
our community throughout the nation. We are proud to host this competition in support
of Sri Lanka and hope to continue to help them in the future.

Inthira Emmanual
llankai Tamil Sangam
Staten Island Chapter Coordinator

oQlaham Foungation.
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SANGAM.ORG

The Sangam’s website was launched on December 18, 1996 by
our founder- editor, Dr. RajanSriskandarajah, a long-time Sangam
member and contributor. Dr.Sriskandarajah is a physician and
had no real background in technology and this was long before
the website templates that are available today. Everything had
to be done from scratch in HTML. After learning how to code on

his own and in his free time from his busy medical practice,

Dr. Sriskandarajah set up the website and began posting. r. Rajan Sriskandarajah
Editor : 1996 - 2000
Dr.Sriskandarajah posted many original sources about the Tamil struggle that had been not widely
available until that time, including historical, cultural and political documents and pictures, often
arranging them in easy to understand formats. Dr.Sriskandarajah was honored for his effort of
initiating and maintaining the website and his many other contributions at the 2003 Annual

General Meeting.

Because he was such an early adopter, ITSwas able to obtain the coveted Sangam.org URL. At
that time, our website was one of the few that existed on Tamil issues and thus played a very
important role in providing news and information. As the number of websites has proliferated,
our website is less important for breaking news, but remains an important repository of historical
and reference information, and attempts to post material that will be of interest over the long

term.

When Dr.Sriskandarajah stepped down as editor in 2000, other editors and web designers
stepped in. During this period the website remained the most public face of the Sangam and of
Tamil Americans. We have kept up with the enormous changes on the internet by going through
three complete revamps of the site, by assuring that the site is viewable on mobile devices and by
having new posts noted by Twitter. Posts from all three versions of the website are both viewable

and searchable.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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SANGAM.ORG

Maintaining a credible site in the face of the political challenges of the past few years has been
quite a feat. The Tamil community has survived major trauma and steering a course through
that trauma and its aftermath has not been easy. Our website posts news for Tamil Americans
and other Tamils, but also provides information for academics and researchers (which we know

from the inquiries we receive) and is the public face of our organization to the American

authorities.

We encourage new people and young folks to become involved and to contribute to this
important project to help take our website to the next level of the Tamil experience in the US.

We are looking for new contributors and also new members of our Advisory Board.
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- History - a chronological record of significant events (as affecting a
~nation or institution) often including an explanation of their causes

- Merriam-Webster dictionary

forces of Tamil Homeland, Portuguese, Dutch, British and Sinhalese, have destroyed many
valuable historical land marks and rare historical documents. Pre-independence period of Sri
Lanka (then known as Ceylon) has history of occupation by Portuguese, Dutch and British.
These rulers were involved in either actively destroying historical evidence or removing and
sending back to their countries as needed for their benefits. These kind of destruction continued
even after Sri Lanka obtained independence from Britain in 1947. Successful Sri Lankan
governments, majority Sinhalese, systematically destroyed ancient historical documents to
deny any evidence for the Tamils to claim their homeland, North and East of the country. One
of the recent events, burning of the Jaffna Public Library in 1981, showed the intention of the
Sinhala governments to deny and annihilate Tamil people from Sri Lanka by erasing the rich
history of Tamils in Sri Lanka. Many rare historical documents and many rare books were at
the Jaffna Public Library, and the entire library was burned down by the Sinhala Police force
with the blessing from a prominent Cabinet minister at that time. This is a deliberate destruction
of historical documents of Tamils to erase evidence of Tamil people’s rich history in North and
East of Sri Lanka. This is part of a structural genocide against Tamil people.

History is not something obscure or unimportant. We learn from our past in order to achieve
greater influence over our future. History is to preserve our race, language, culture and our
nation. Without History Tamil people will have no identity or a place to call our homeland.

So why we need to invest in preserving, documenting and learning our history?
Because history matters! If we don’t do it, who will?

llankai Tamil Sangam established the History Project to support the documentation,
preservation and education of History of Tamils. Sangam has collaborated with
historian/Professor, Dr. Murugar Gunasingam to document and preserve many rare documents
of History of Tamils from all over the world. Dr. Gunasingam has written many books, notably,
two books which have documented the history of Tamils from 300 B.C. to 2009;

First book, Tamils in Sri Lanka — A Comprehensive History (C.300 BC to
C.2000 A.D.), was written with extensive research from documents found
around the world. Dr. Gunasingam traveled to many countries to find rare
historical documents for his research. This book is one of the well-researched
and well written History of Tamils.

Digitized iy Noglaham _Foundation.
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Second book, Tamil Eelam Liberation Struggle — State
Terrorism and ethnic cleansing (1948 — 2009), was written
to document the discrimination of Tamil people after
independence. Dr. Gunasingam wrote this book to document
why Tamil people demanded equal rights, and how successive
Sinhala governments denied even some basic rights to Tamils.
This book also documents the non-violent form of struggle and
why Tamil youth took the path of armed-resistance against the Sri Lankan government to
establish an independent state of Tamil Eelam. This book documents the rise of militancy and
the brutal end of the armed conflict in May 2009.

Dr. Gunasingam has digitized all of the rare documents and copied into a hard drive to give it
to various libraries around the world. Sangam has obtained a copy of the

hard drive with these documents. Sangam has

given financial support to this digitization project as

well. Sangam will be establishing a method for

anyone to access these documents for educational §

and research purposes only. Please contact any |

Sangam executive committee member if you are

interested in pursuing studies in Tamil History.

Please support Sangam to establish the “Tamil

History Education Project” to help our future = ===+
historians to learn and document about Tamil people’s History!

Both books are written in English and Tamil, and audio book is also available for sale by
llankai Tamil Sangam

Sangam also arranged History Work shop by Dr. Gunasingam in Central New Jersey for the
Tristate Tamils.

Dr. Gunasingam speaking to the participants of this workshop:
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Ilankai Tamil Sangam Amparai Project

In marking our Ruby Jubilee Celebrations, llankai Tamil
Sangam America initiated a multiyear mega program in
the Amparai district to provide various assistance to 44
Tamil villages. The program consists projects such as pro-
viding financial and fishery equipment assistance to tamil
fishermen, fishery marketing project to assist other fami-
lies that are living under poverty, financial and technical
assistance to farming families headed by single mothers
and educational and technical assistance to younger
generation. Sangam plan to initiate the implementation
of projects from the village of “Karaitheevu” and Sangam
will be assisted by the Educational and Cultural Organi-
zation for Strengthening Society in Amparai. Proceeds
from our Ruby Jubilee AGM will be allocated to run this
project for multiple years. Sangam intend to go from
Village to village liberating them from poverty, social
injustices and colonization. Please contribute generously

towards this project by visiting: ‘www.sangamevents.org’

ized by Noolaham Foundation.




Project to implement solar powered

lights for thousand Tamil homes in Eastern Sri Lanka
Q3 C

In 2016, llankai Tamil Sangam USA in close co-operation with the U.S Rotary clubs in North-
ern New Jersey started executing a project to extend our hands to set-up 1000 poor Tamil
families with Solar Panels that would provide electricity in their shacks. Each Solar Panel

costs $50. The Solar Panels are the size of a lap-top (12x15 inches) .

This project is executed with the technical expertise at the Eastern Technical institute (ETI) in
Batticaloa. The ETl was set-up by Fr. Lloyd Lorio an American missionary who came to Ceylon
60 years ago. The ETI technical staff will set the equipment. In addition, they will Repair and
Maintain the Solar Panels and the associated battery for the families. The ETI technicians can
support the panels for over 5 years. This project also provides temporary employment for

the local youth.

With Solar Panel and electricity; the children can study & read at night. The parents can cook
and do house work at night. The parents do not have to buy kerosene any more. They can
use the money for buying necessary food/medicines. The parents do not have to live with
the fear that a child will knock a kerosene lamp and the hut may catch fire. Children will not
get burnt with fire anymore. If a child/adult is sick at night with the flip of an electric switch
there is light to take care of the emergency at hand. Most of all, the quality of life of these
poor is tremendously improved overnight.

At the time of the Sangam Ruby Anniversary, first phase of the project completed with
implementation of the solar powered lamps 100 families with the Sangam funds. Rotary Club
Has started the 2nd phase with the objective of providing solar powered lamps for additional

400 Tamil families. Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavglz?lham.org
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Solar Powered Lights for thousand Tamil homes

in Eastern Sri Lanka

USD 50.00 covers the cost of implomenting and maintaining one
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i Many facets of Thai Pongal Pongal as Tamils' Passover
@ i 0
° o-%-@-—}o By K. Thirukumaran ri -
. Tamils have celebrated Thai Pongal in one form or the other over millennia. Celebrating
%l Thai Pongal nowaday-s in its traditional, purposeful piety and outdoor gala continues to .,.,
1 evolve as vast number of diaspora Tamil communities exit in far corners away from their %
.. homelands. They also live far from ancestral agrarian and village habitats that used to H
1 indulge in the age-old Thai Pongal festivities within the homelands as well. In this setting, e
'.‘;ﬁ i
i let the Thai Pongal festivities continue to take centre stage and be celebrated as the key ;
., festival of Tamils in emboldening Tamil identity and in fostering kinship now and over our ;
| future generations: :
_ f? (1) Bountiful prosperity ushers in the time of Tamil Thanksgiving "'
& Tamil month of 'Thai', falling on January 14th or 15th is Pongal day; it is the Tamil Thanks- &
: 8
iy giving Day celebrating sun, rain, farm cattle and ushering in pureness and prosperity. Thai &
harvest celebration and thanksgiving are marked by the spillover of the traditional sweet
j rice cookout and everything good in abundance to follow in the year it joyously indicates. .,4
fg Celebrated Philosopher-Poet Thiruvalluvar says in the first Kural ~ couplet, under Part | ~ b
H Virtue (1.1.1 The Praise of God), .
:S:lf g o
 "As the letter A is the first of all letters, so the eternal God is first in the world". &
i 2
& (Translated by Rev. G.U. Pope) E
;;1 SisT (560 eTIPSHOl5ed60TD t‘g.
i Slusest wshED 260G,
_; 4' ( @mefreTexr ¢ | da i
| "AgaraMuthalaelluththellam
g Athi pakavanmuthatreulagu” Ct»
*3. On Thai Pongal Day, the Sun is the celebrated
. q' "Athi pakavan", the eternally divine. :
- %
S I ;jfi
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(2) Thai Pongal is marked with cultural festivities to uphold heritage

Among other things, Thai Pongal has long become a festival marking or taking gauge of
prosperous sentiments in the lands of our roots, as one aspiring to be a farmer declined
over a generation or two ago, the time of the year Thai Pongal falls and the traditions asso-

ciated with its celebration make it an ideal time to take stock of sentiments.

One key aspect of it is that how important "Pongal Santhai" (Pongal market) became when
markets in the Jaffna peninsula used to convene on alternate days etc., until a generation
or two ago. When the market convened for the final time before Jan 14th, the crowds and
spending habits would be the gauges on how well other sectors and the general spirit of
the people would be too. The farmers' markets around towns and villages bustle with activ-
ity during days preceding Thai Pongal. The bountiful harvests parade the markets, and the
final day the market convenes prior to Pongal known as Pongal Santhai (Pongal market)

especially lavishes with prosperous sentiments.

They all depended on a bountiful harvest. However tiny, this aspect of our root still exists

and it will be a reason to still celebrate Thai Pongal!

(3) Celebrating own heritage amid many cultures

Festivals such as Hanukkah and Kwanzaa gained added significance in their respective dias-
pora communities to fulfill the calendar of holiday time with one's own heritage. Celebrat-
ing the charming Tamil Thanksgiving Festival in January, just after the holiday season of

December adds more glitter to Pongal fanfare.

(4) Celebrating Thai Pongal, the charming festival of Thanksgiving
Thai Pongal season has been generationally well documented as an extremely popular time

with children in our homelands.

The legendary KullanthaiKavignarAzha. Valliappa, (1922-1989) a pioneer known for dedi-
cated work of children's literature in Tamil, wrote the following poem about Pongal in his

collection of poetry for children, MalarumUIllam (Blossoming mind)
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The poem brings out the charm in preparing for and celebrating Pongal festivities,
and roughly translates as follows:
"Walls newly painted

£f
Floors neatly polished

Day break we shower
Lamp within us flicker
Garner decorated crock
Dazzle around turmeric
Crock atop stove
Milk therein pour
Foaming milk spillovers
Greetings galore
'Pongal 'o Pongal
Offer almighty rice
Coconut sugarcane feast

S UL Together we eat

reseseneett Singing dancing joyously "

Greeting on Pongal day saying 'Pongal 'o Pongal' signifies the abundance of milk froth
spillover, from the clay pot and other vessels that are used to make the sweet-rice — Pongal,
as sign of prosperity and happiness. It is said that "Pongal” is perhaps the only festival in

the world to known in the name of a food dish.

(5) Thai Pongal in Home away from Home and in light of leading non-agrarian life

styles "Thai paves the way for good things to follow", is a Tamil proverb.

Thai Pongal marks the first day of the Tamil month January; it is also the celebrated Tamil

month for weddings, lasting intro to eternal friendships and love.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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In terms of Thai Pongal's "irrelevance" — that may also become a new reason to "celebrate"
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it. This one festival of Tamils can be said that is causing it to be not celebrated in the same

way as our ancestors did, particularly its outdoor events and then also it falls in the colder

months to where the most Tamil "exodus" have taken place. Observance of Thai Pongal
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becomes a commemoration of this historic aspect as well.

AT

In that sense it can become Tamils' own "Passover"!

llankai Tamil Sangam to its pride has been coordinating Thai Pongal events in expanded

S
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i| ways here in the United States for the past few years. Kudos to llankai Tamil Sangam in |
§ these efforts and Best Wishes for further development on the Pongal front going forward! &
:
3; And 'Pongal 'o Pongal’, to all!ll F?
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A Page from “Blossoming Mind”: Pongal Poem by Kullanthai Kavignar Azha Valliappa §
:
(November 7, 1922 — March 16, 1989) o
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. a
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GREETINGS FROM SACHI

Sangam website’s ‘honorary columnist’ Sachi Sri Kantha

Currently, the digital face of llankai Tamil Sangam is the Sangam website. My asso-
ciation with the Sangam website began in 2001. For this honor bestowed on me
by the founder website editor, Dr. Rajan Sriskandarajah, his successor (the current
website editor) as well as to the past and present office bearers of the Ilankai Tamil
Sangam, I'm most thankful. From Japan, | convey my heartfelt40th birthday greet-
ings to Sangam and have big hopes that it will prosper with a long life in the years
S to come as well.
"
During the past 16 years, | have contributed items of varied topic range on issues of interest to Eelam Tamils, Tamil
Nadu Tamils and Tamils living in the diaspora. For the first two years, | routinely took print copies of all the posted items
of my columns and filed them. Subsequently, for various reasons, | have given up this exercise. As such, currently | don't
have a complete record of the items which appeared with my byline. Numbers provided in the current version include
136 items. Older articles, before the current version came into existence, include 268 items. There are no numbers for
the original version. This exercise of writing something of interest to Sangam readers kept me in touch with my relatives

and friends, whom | couldn't see face to face. It also brought to me new friends, whom | couldn’t meet face to face.

| can do no better than offer a wonderful poem by King poet Kannadasan (1927-1981) with the title, "“Thamizhan’ for
the Sangam's ruby jubilee. He penned this poem for Sirkazhi Govindarajan (1933-1988), renowned musician and movie
playback singer bestowed with a temple bell-like voice, to perform in invited concerts held among diaspora Tamils.
This poem is composed in six quatrains. In the final quatrain, Kannadasan included Govindarajan’s name and his own

signature as well. | provide a scanned version of the original and my English translation.

Qur Tamils did cross the sea - and there | did see Raman in the great old island

[We] see the God in camphor light | saw Seetha in the beauteous Thailand

Searching wealth for the body and God for the mind %’D Later saw Brahman in Cambodia - and
Lo

To live with self respect and service the Tamil also saw the fault-forgiving Hindu God
On that side, a temple for Murugan Madurai Meenachi crossed the sea — Thiru
Near to that, a temple for Krishnan Malai Nayagan did cross the sea

On any side, a temple for Sivan Gracious Ganapathi did cross the sea - Our

Wherever one sees a temple for Tamil Chanting Velan also crossed the sea.

To spread the philosophy of tranquility In the voice of Govindarajan - that
In the lands of America, Kannan of Gokulam could be heard

To promote their religion as dear as an In the song of poet Kannadasan - the Tamil
eyelid in the London city of learning Goddess does bloom.

Though Kannadasan had not specifically identified Eelam by name (like that of Thailand and Cambodia) in this verse, his
reference to it appears in the first line of that quatrain, as ‘great old island’. | propose to let this verse be the motto of encour-

agement for expatriate Tamils living in the USA and elsewhere.
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.




“Ruby Subiloe Yoar’

CONGRATULATIONS ILANKAI TAMIL SANGAM

&

Dr. COOMARASAMY AND

» Mgs. ReEnuka Coomarasamy Famiry
New Jersey

%

CONGRATULATIONS TO ILANKAI TAMIL SANGAM

‘Onanfl% s ailon s aorly”

"Ruby Subilee Q}v‘%ﬂ"
Qn pour Ruby Jubilee Anniversary

Dr. K. DEVACAANTHANAND
MRgrs. THANA DEVACAANTHAN
Fort Myers, Florida

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ILANKAI TAMIL SANGAM

‘onaiils s ailon 9airy”

$ @ ZI@ &l{b[[gg C%Oé’dr §

Qu a temarkable joarney of forty gears
Dr. ArRuN C. Naik, M.D.

Elizabeth, New Jersey -

WITH BEST WISHES AND COMPLIMENTS TO ILANKAI TAMIL SANGAM

L

(1877 - 2097}

‘onaifl5s aflion Seaiy”

"Ruby Subilee y~var’
Qu its fortieth anniversary
DRr. NaGALINGAM JEYALINGAM AND

MRs. YOGARANI JEYALINGAM
Bridgewater, New Jersey

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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"Ruby Subilee Yvar'

WITH BEST WISHES TO |LAN¢I(AI TAMIL SANGAM

&

Qu its Ruby Jubilee Annivesrsary

Dr. Mani T. VANNAN AND

MRs. SHIVANTHI MANIVANNAN
Bridgewater, New Jersey

THANK YOU FOR YOUR REMARKABLE AND NOBLE SERVICE
TO OUR COMMUNITY IN THE UNITED STATES AND TO OUR PEOPLE IN ILANKAI:

A AR
“wriie

T onin

‘a5 ailo Sty

"Ruby Subilee Q%’ar"
Best Wishes Qn poar Ruby Jubilee Anniversany

Dr. SHAN K. SUNDER AND
MRrs.THiLAKA SUNDER AND FaMmiLy
Lancaster, California

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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“wioEfiso olipn ObemIG
“Ruby Jubilee Year”
: (1977 - 2017 )

its Ruby Jubilee Anniversary
RS. SURESHKUMAR & PARVATI
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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“EVERY WORTHWHILE ACCOMPLISHMENT, BIG OR LITTLE,

HAS ITS STAGES OF DRUDGERY AND TRIUMPH;,
A BEGINNING, A STRUGGLE AND A VICTORY’' — MAHATMA GANDHI

e

“  CONGRATULATIONS ILANKAI TAMIL SANGAM

‘Onall5% ailor Syeaoy”

"Ruby Subilee Yvar’

On your Ruby Jubilee Anniversary

Dr. MOORTHY AND

MRs. SHANTHY MOORTHY
Lancaster, California

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aav$8%ham.org
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 HOURS

Mon 5.00-10.00pm
Tue-Thu 11:30am~-10.00pm. .
Fri-Sun 11:30am-11.00pm

We do caterlng for all occasions & Private, In- house -
Dosa Parties, We prepare All Dlshes Wlth
| “Halal" Meat -

WE DO DELIVER ! CALL US AT 718-420-0919 TODAY !

323 Vlctory Blvd Staten Island New York NY 10301
:(718)-420-0919 | contact@dosagardenny.com

Congratulations ITS!

On yourn 40 gyears of senvice to the Tamil Community,
Hud continued success in yourn Endeavors’!!

"Esnion WU

moving money for better

For all your money transfer needs

Anujee Grocery Inc

328 Victory Blvd, Staten Island, NY 10301
O (718)720-3966

Jeeveswaran Velupillai Family

Digitize
noolaham.org | aav%]gham .org




Best Wishes on ITS” 40th Anniversary

Family
Medicine
Center

q

Sumathy Pathy, M.D, FAAFP.

Family Medicine Center
11420 NE 20th St, Suite A
Bellevue, WA 98004
& www.familymdcenter.com (425) 646-7800 (425) 646-8828

"mnanﬂtbm ﬂﬂlmn é,bm(ﬁ“
‘Ruby Jubilee Year’
(1977 2017) :
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Printing Sign
e Solutions

SERVICE

Our Service Increasing your Business

Congratulations to llankai Tamil Sangam

On your Ruby Jubilee Anniversary

A RPEX

CREATIONS

50 Nashdene Road, Unit 103, Toronto, ON. M1V 5J2
(Middlefield & Nashdene) Tel : 416-297-0707
info@apexcreation ca  www apexcreation ca

@ APEX CREATIONS

n Apex Creations

igitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aa¥8réaham.org
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Ramada Plaza Conference Center

ForsgateDr Monroe Twionship, NJ 08831
Saturday Nov 4th 2017
~ (Day Event From 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.)
(Evening Event From 5:00 P.M. to 11:55 P.M)

Discussions, USTPAC AGM, PEARL Meeting,

TGTE Meeting, Sangam AGM
(Breakfast, Lunch, Cocktail Hour, Dinner)

./Qy %Z‘e %c/aéwd 4{;

Congressman Bill Johnson

(Co-Chair Caucus on Ethnic and Religious freedom in Sri Lanka)

www.sangamevents.org

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavgigham.org



We have written this future direction and road map document for future leadership and

members of Sangam to guide them in continuing the initiatives of Sangam over the last forty
years. This document is written based on the valuable feedback we received for a decade from
our members and previous leaders. Our founding members have laid down the sound principal
objectives for our organization. Continuing with activities that align with those principal
objectives is critical to the long-term survival and existence of our organization. We hope this
document explains why Sangam is engaged in specific activities and how the Sangam

operates as an organization.

Arts and Culture

On the arts and culture front as the oldest llankai Tamil organization, Sangam has the
parental responsibility to bring the local Tamil communities in the United States together
under the umbrella of Sangam. While this objective is not intended to interfere with the work-
ings of the local community organizations, their active participation in Sangam-initiated
national programs will create a strong Tamil community and an active social network for our
current and future generations. In the past eight years Sangam has initiated efforts such as
theKalai Vila, Pongal Vila and Essay Writing competitions. While these initiatives are hugely
successful in the New York tri-state area and to some extent on the East Coast, future
leadership teams should continue to expand these initiatives with the goal of having national
activities in each of these initiatives by our Golden Jubilee. Sangam should continue its
efforts to start llankai Tamil Sangam Tamil schools in local communities and eventually this

can a create Tamil Education network and a common curriculum.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aglB@aham.org



Humanitarian Efforts

In the past Sangam has initiated and executed several initiatives to create opportunities for the
Tamil people who live inllankai. With a lack of many vital tools necessary for the growth of the
people, Sangam should develop and implement a ten-year plan on critical initiatives such as
Energy projects including Solar panel, Windmill, Livelihood projects such as cattle farm, Fishing
and Rainwater-harvesting projects and water conservation projects. These projects will help
female-headed households and resettling families in north and eastern provinces. Sangam has
focused on building an athletics program, a low-cost and high impact tool, in schools in Vanni and
Batticaloa. Our goal is to help these children strive for a brighter future regardless of their
financial situation. Athletics Programs teach children about leadership qualities, life skills,
healthy habits and cultural diversity. Sangam should continue to expand this initiative with the

help of local community sports organizations.

Human Rights Work

Prior to May 2009, Sangam as an llankai Tamil organization in the United States had the major
responsibility of protecting the human rights of Tamil Community in llankai. Post May 2009,
though other organizations have taken some responsibilities, Sangam should continue its work as
defined in our constitution. Sangam can use its strong ties to the local communities to support
human rights work such as engaging local government officials. Sangam should also continue
expanding its initiatives to observe the 'Mullivaikkal Memorial' event nationwide in local
communities. We should also continue our initiative of having memorial trees for the Tamil

Victims planted in each Tamil American community.

Leadership

Our organization has thrived over forty years with the dedication and relentless efforts of our
leadership teams and committees. In selecting ourleadership, Sangam has always followed a
procedural path,especially with the critical roles such as President and Secretary. Those who take
such leadership roles are individuals who have been associated with Sangam for a number of
years and often volunteered as committee members for few years and then also took the
responsibility in the second-tier leadership roles such as assistant secretary or vice president.
This enables to them to be effective leaders when they take the responsibility of President or
Secretary. We also followed our constitutional limitation of two-year term limit for each
President and also the unwritten rule of not rotating the roles of President and Secretary with
the previous leaders. While there is exception to these rules and norms, following these
procedures will allow us to continue the path we followed for forty years.
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Younger Generation

Sangam is keen in engaging the younger generation to get involved in Sangam activities. While
their involvement is essential to continue our operation, it does not require us to alter our values
and core principles to accommodate them. The Younger generation need to learn and understand
the principles of Sangam and join Sangam to build and enhance those activities. It should also be
noted that an influx of younger generation to Sangam also arrives from New immigrants coming

to this country in addition to the second-generation Tamil Americans.:

Sangam Center

We should take meaningful and implementable actions to have a center builtfor Sangam in ten
years. For an organization, such as Sangam with forty years of rich history, a community center
is an added value to the existence of our organization and such a center will also help us to march

towards the hundredth anniversary.

Communication Methods

Tamil language will be our primary method of communication in our cultural programs. We use
both English and Tamil languages in our AGM since the focus of the AGM is on our humanitarian
and human rights efforts. AGM is attended by officials who are not Tamils and we use English
language to effectively communicate with them about the needs and aspirations of our people in

Eelam.

Although many of these directions and the roadmap outlined above might be overwhelming to
the incoming leadership teams, we hope they will understand that these goals need not be done

in a year, but over ten years with continuous efforts.
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