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PREFACE

It is, perhaps, somewhat uncommon to compile volumes
of tribute and felicitation to politicians still actively engaged
in their chosen task of service to the people and nation,
since the true merit and quality of their achievement will
be finally assayed in the crucible of historical rekoning and
evaluation. If, therefore, an explanation is needed for the
publication of this work, itis not to hard discover. For one it
has only to make the most cursory glance through
its pages and observe the number and variety of names
and authors contributing to it, to realise that the
subject of our homage and admiration was more
than a mere politician, once a very honourable term,
which, in our power crazy modern world has almost degen-
erated intoa word of opprobrium and abuse. In the mass of
tributes to his many sided work and character there runs one
common and recurring refrain, namely that for Ratnayake,
the Scholar and Philosopher who donned the mantle, or
rather the mask, of politician, the power which political
success and opportunity brought was, first and last, only
the means to achieving his basically humanitarian goal and
ideal. If, as President of the Senate, he had perforce to
familiarise himself with the rules and interpretations of
Parliamentary procedure and debate as set out in Erskine
May’s ‘Parliamentary Procedure’ he submitted to the dis-
cipline only as a necessary part of his public duty. When-
ever he found relief or relaxation from official obligations
there was nothing he more joyfully revelled in than expoun-
ding the intricacies of the ‘Sattipattana sutra,” with an
erudition of which few except his closest friends were aware,
or the Universal Charter of Human Rights, or the Code of
Prison Administration and Reform. Elementary and Higher
Education, Public Health, the Co-operative Movement,
Peasant Agriculture, Buddhist Temporalities, Religious
Education, and the Sramadana Movement contributed
but a small part of that all-embracing vision of social and
national welfare and progress, too large and profound to
be contained within the bounds of narrow party programs
and loyalities. For whenever and wherever there was
oppression, there would be found Abhyaratna Ratnayake,
regardless of party or personal ties or affiliations. When
the leaders of the Sama Samaja Party were imprisoned
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during the War it was he who fearlessly and repeatedly
moved for their release in the State Council, although
faithful to his creed of socialism, democratically achieved
and practised, he was firmly opposed to the Marxist
philosophy of the overthrow of the State by violence and
the institution of a dictatorship of the proletariat.

Today after nearly half a century of public duties Senator
Ratnayake retires from the Parliamentary scene, vigorous
and mentally alert, still concerned as ever for the happiness
and welfare of the less fortunate in society. He has shifted
only the battle ground, but the fight goes on with the same
earnestness and good-humour, with tenacity and determi-
nation, but without a trace of rancour, malice, or ill-will.
May this great and noble human soul live many more years
to hearten, cheer, and inspire us, is we have no doubt,
the fervent wish and prayer of all those throughout the
length and breadth of this country, who have been benefited
by his labours, or been moved by his high-souled utterances.

It would not be inappropriate here to make mention of
four eminent personages who recur again and again in the
course of Mr. Ratnayake’s personal conversation as having
in various ways influenced the course of his life. His father,
Punchi Banda Ratnayake, a tireless worker in the temper-
ance cause, who throughout his life was the constant inspirer
of his social and humanitarian purposes and activities, guide
philosopher and friend in the highest sense of the term.
The Angarika Dharmapala, later ordained as the Rev.
Devamitta Darmapala, who though so near to us in time,
must surely rank with King Dutugemunu, Siri Sanga Bo,
and Parakrama Bahu the Great, as the courageous and
far-sighted architects of the nation’s future in moments of
gravest crisis. And in our own day the late D.S. Senanayake
and S. W. R. D. Bandaranayake leaders of the nation
and founders of the two principal political parties which
have governed the country in the era of Independence.

To those who have so promptly, willingly, and cheerfully
come forward to place on record in these pages their
personal impressions of a man whom, to have met and
associated with, even for a brief while, was itself a liberal
education, the sincere thanks of the nation are due.



To those many individuals who have made contri-
butions in money at the shortest possible notice to make
this publication possible, but wish to remain anonymous,
we offer our humble tribute of thanks. To the Honourable
Members of the Senate and House of Representatives
of all parties, and the general public, the members of the
Gandhi Centenary Celebrations Committee and the Nati-
onal Chamber of Industries who have in various ways
helped to speed up and sponsor this work we offer our
sincere thanks. It remains to mention with thanks four well
wishers of Mr. A. Ratnayake, namely Mr. A.Sangarapilla of
the Ceylon National Chamber of Industries, Mr. A. Ediri-
singha of Indo-Ceylon Friendship Society, Mr. Selvanathan
and the Hon,ble Mr. A. P. Jayasuriya the Acting Minister
of Justice.

Finally we thank our efficient helpers in typing out
unreadable manuscript copy, Miss. Chulani Ratnayake and
Miss. Chandana Tennakoon, and also members of the
Senate staff and the energetic executive heads of the Hansa
Publishers Ltd., for bringing out this publication at such
short notice.

Since events in the political and social life of this country
have been moving with breathtaking rapidity, the editors
and the organising Committee who have been themselves
faced with the necessity of bringing out this volume with
unexpected haste, beg to apologise to the contributors of
articles and the general public for any printing errors and
other shortcomings of publication, which we and our
printers, Messers. Hansa Publishers, have been working
overtime to keep down to a minimum.

EDITORS.

Prof: F. R. Jayasuriya
Prof : T. Vimalananda
Pandit Daya Gunasekera, J.P.
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Classified list of speeches and other contributions
made in the proceedings of the State Council, the
House of Representatives and the Sanate by Mr. A.
Ratnayake from 1931 to 1971, arranged in chronologi-
cal order. This bibllography was prepared from the
reports as given in the Hansard.
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Apothecaries who retired prior to 1905: Steps taken to allow

Medical Practice - (Question) 1290
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1133

128

670

331
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Railway -
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410
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644



First Aid Equipment on Trains and Training in First Aid
of Guards - (Question) 1287

Resthouses, Profits from and leasing of (Question) 873

Retrenchment and Reorganization :
Motion that Committee of the House be appointed to
effect -
(Notice of Motion) 128
(Motion deferred) 665

Unemployment in Ceylon : Extent of and Measures proposed
to meet - (Question) 134
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6

Butcher’s licences, procedure adopted in issue of, in Central Province ;
animals slaughtered at Udatalawinna not passed by Medical Officer.
Q., 875.
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paratory School : creation of R., 3380-3381.
Teachers in assisted schools, salaries of: payment direct: motion urg-
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Excise : Kitul trees, tapping of, for sweet toddy : discontinuance
of system of permits for, Q., 1007.

Revolvers, carrying of, by officers during raids : not prohibited,
Q., 1970.

Ganja : use of, by approved ayurvedic medical practitioners, Q., 558.

Goats and sheep : imported from India : numbers, expenses, diseases,

0. 13

Headmen, Chief : Appointments, Acting : not given to nominees of
permanent holders of post, Q., 194.

Appointments : Motion that - be referred to Executive Committee
of Home Affairs at which member for constituency concerned shall
be present, R., 1366.

Appointments : Principles on which recommendations are made,

o013

Income Tax Department : Appointments : conditions of service for
Ceylonese; Provident Fund for employees; filling of posts by non-
Ceylonese; officers of department subject to salaries levy,. Q., 2090.



India : Censorship in Ceylon of news from Q., 744.
Irrigation : Minipe-cla and Bandara-ela Motion urging completion, 3272.

Judicial system in the Island : defects in : Motion urging completion, 3272.

Kandy, old Palace in : Motion that Kandy Museum be housed in,
(notice of motion), 657.

Kandyan Laws, Commission appointed to codify : report not issued,
Q.. 705

Land: Colonization, aided : motion that-be set up to afford work
and increase food production, R., 439-440.

Dumbara : Land Kachcheri at, Q., 1103.

Families who do notpossess land: number in each village throughout
Island, Q., 1054.

Land Commissioner : Supplementary Estimates, 1832-33 (Development
of lands under the Minneriya Irrigation Scheme), 3414.

Medical and Sanitary Services, Department of : Medical Officers of

Health : Number in Service; qualifications and posts held; number
with American qualifications; reversion to Medical Service, Q., 2092.

Mihintale, resthouse at : reason for closing down; Q., 14.

Mohamado, Mr. A. C. N., Peace Officer, Wattegama : papers re alleged
collection for a raffle, Q., 2343.

Municipal Councils Ordinance (new) : redistribution of wards in
State Council to discuss, Q., 2343.

Paddy : Commission to investigate questions affecting: why recalled,
Q., 958-959.

Five-year plan for extension of cultivation : motion urging, R., 3127-
3128.

Partition Ordinance : Amendment of, steps taken to secure, Q., 744.
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Passages of officers, their wives and families &c. : Supplementary
Estimate, 1931-32 : proposed under Article 22 of the Ceylon (State
Council) order in Council, 1931. (Rs. 250,000), 954-955.

Petitions presented : Abubakker, K. K., 2252; Banda, A. M. A., 2646;
Dissanayake, J. B., 2339; Dumbara (Lower) residents of 2398;
Karunaratne, W. M., 1724; land for growing vegetables and other
food products: petition from certain villagers asking for, 791;
Rajamma Garu, Kandy, wife of Prince T. U. Sourirajalu Raja,
465, Silva, N., 2564.

Places of scenic beauty : steps taken to preserve and protect, Q., 874.

Police : Kandy (Peradeniya Road) : number of thefts in ; number
of policemen on duty, Q., 88.
Prisons : Soap factory in Welikada : not “condemned”, Q., 1970.

Public Trustee : Supplementary Estimates, 1931-32 (Deputy and
Office Assistant), 773-774; (Travelling), 2408.

Quarters for clerks of Kandy Kachcheri : provision of, Q., 86.

Railway : Matale and Kandy, rail motor between, to connect with
night mail, Q., 874.

Supplementary Estimates, 1931-32; Abstract D. - Compensation
(termination of agreements of engine drivers), 2285.

Supplementary Estimates, 1931-32 : Abstract G (a) - Renewals and
replacements (buses for passanger service between Nuwara Eliya
and Ragalla), 1491.

Wrecking of trains, steps taken to prevent, Q., 1054.
Reform of the constitution : (Ceylon (State Council) Order in Council,
1931) : Perera, Mr. E. W. (Horana) : motions introduced by - (motion

claiming of exclusive control of the public purse), 1571-1574.

Retrenchment and reorganization : Motion that Committee of the House
be appointed to effect, (withdrawn), 1425.

Roads : Estates, roads leading to : Number maintained or supported
by Government, Q., 1050.
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Sannas, rock, dedicating land te Naka Vihara, Batticaloa : alleged use
in construction of an ancient, Q., 705.

Sinhalese Dictionary : Progress made, and date of publication, Q.,
1106-1107.

State Council : Standing Orders, amendments proposed to : Language
of Council : member may speak in Sinhalese or Tamil, R., 3222.

1933

Appropriation Bill, 1933-34 : 2R, 1590-1595; Com., (2. - Supreme
Court), 1711, 1712; (3. - State Council), 1721; (4. - Audit Office),
1725; (5. - Chief Secretary), 1735 ; (9. Attorney-General), 1762;
(29. - Excise Department), 1871, 1872, 1875; (31. - Prisons), 1892;
(44. - Irrigation Extraordinary), 1991; (45. - Minister for Local Ad-
ministration), 1786; (46. - Commissioner of Local Government),
1792; (55. - Ayurvedic Medicine), 1861 ; (60. - Education), 2014, 2015,
2016; (61. - University College), 2021; (67. - Post Office and  Tele-
graphs), 2048, 2049.

Ayurvedic medicines : Provisions of penal code re adulteration and
sale of drugs to apply to - motion urging, 2922. (no debate or discussion)

Ayurvedic practitioners : Canabis Indica : prohibition of purchase
and sale by - to be removed : motion urging, 2922. (no debate or
discussion)

Infectious diseases, treatment of : privileges enjoyed by practitioners
of Western medicine to be allowed to - : motion urging, 2922. (no
debate or discussion)

Buddha Gaya : motion urging acquisition of site (withdrawn), 293.

Buddhist temples : motion that obligation of Crown to protect and
maintain - , under Convention of 1815, be honoured, 271 (see margin);
291-293. (no debate or discussion).

Buddhist Temporalities Ordinance, 1931 : Regulations made under :
resolution that - be not disapproved : (contribution of 74 per cent.
of income of temples towards cost of carrying out provisions of
Ordinance), 1019, 1021.

Cacao : Fermentation, curing and marketing on co-operative lines,
by small holders in Kandy, Q., 2134.
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Cinema films : system of censoring not to be altered, Q., 2134.

Coir yarn : methods of retting and spinning : officers to be sent to
Travancore to study, Q., 2197.

Controller of Labour : Supplementary Estimates, 1932-33 (relief of
distress in Uda Dumbara), 593.

Cotton yarn : Imports to be duty free : motion urging, 1272. (no
debate or discussion)

Criminal tribes, Indian : steps taken to prevent entry into Ceylon;
deportation of re-convicted criminals, Q., 2132.

De Silva, Norman (Police Sergeant) : dismissal of; tabling of papers,
€, 1127

Education : Board of - : rule making powers to be withdrawn : motion
urging, R., 607.

Excise : Policy, changes in : R. recommending certain - 1087, 1104.

Toddy (sweet) : Wattegama, permits to tap in, to be re-issued : motion
urging, 1574.

Excise Department : Supplementary Estimates, 1933-34. (Personal em-
oluments - Probationary Superintendents of Excise), 2507.

Headmen : appointment by secret ballot of inhabitants of area : motion
urging, R., 1246-1248.

Irrigation Extraordinary : Supplementary Estimates, 1932-33 (cons-
truction of channels and agricultural roads under Minneriya), 671.

Judicial system of the Island : defects in : Commission to inquire into :
motion urging, 327; 634; (motion lapses), 2253; (further notice of
motion), 2272. (no debate or discussion)

Kandy : Old Palace - motion that Museum be housed in (withdrawn), 297.

Land Commissioner : Supplementary Estimates, 1933-34 (development
of lands under Minneriya irrigation scheme), 2512.
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Land Development Bill : 2 R., 2425-2426, 2433.

Land mortgage banks, debentures issued by : Government to guarantee
interest on : motion urging, 551. (no debate or discussion).

Lewelle Ferry : bridge at : estimated cost Q., 2197.

Marketing, Department of : formation of R., 2916-2917.

Mosquitoes Bill : 2 R, 3088-3089.

Motor Car Ordinance, 1927 : conductors : licensing of : provision
for, Q., 2197.

Municipal Council Amendment Bill : 2 R, 3138.

Pata Dumbara : burglary cases : No.; investigation by police; steps
taken to check; police patrol; village protection societies, Q., 2133.

Petitions presented : Banda, W., 2815; Galagoda, M. B., and others,
1123; Gunnepana, residents of, re Post Office, 1782; Mudiyanse, K.G.,
and others, 10; Muthiyangana Vihara, Badulla : concession for railway
travellers to, 2457; Punchi Banda, Y. M., 613; Sirimalwatta, residents
of - and other villagers, 2489; Velupillai, A. S., 613.

Pilawala (Pata Dumbara) : prosecution of villagers for non-payment
of Village Committee taxes : Motion urging inquiry into, 806. (no
debate or discussion).

Post Office and Telegraphs : telegrams : reversion to old rates ;
Sunday service : economy from cessation : resumption : sale of tele-
graph and telephone system to Imperial and International Communi-
cations, Ltd. : decision on proposal, Q., 2494-2495.

Preferential tariffs : Imperial Preference : resolution under Customs
Ordinance imposing preferential duties on certain imports, 133-136.

Rating, law relating to : steps taken to amend, Q., 2134.
Reform of the Constitution : Board of Ministers : memoranda sub-
mitted by - to Secretary of State : motion that proposals contained

in memoranda be accepted by Council, 2604-2606.
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Roads and bridges : Lewelle, bridge at, over Mahaweli-ganga : motion
urging erection. (no debate or discussion).

Talawinna Muslim Union : activities of: order to Vel-Muladaniya to
resign membership, Q., 10.

Tea (Control of Export) Bill : 2 R, 756-757.

Tea Export Control Department : Estimates of income and expenditure,
1933-34 - resolution that - be approved, 2742, 2749.

Tobacco : Dumbara, growers in : steps taken to provide marketing
facilities, Q., 2496.

Transport : Co-ordination and rationalization : steps taken re, Q., 2196.

Udatalawinne Muslim Union : request by, that cattle slaughtered be
examined by Medical Officer., 2491.

Unemployment : Relief works - Supplementary Estimates, 1932-33
(Rs. 15,000), 985.

Village Committees : Incomes of less than Rs. 100 : No. of Committees
with, Q., 2314.

Village Communities Amendment Bill : 3 R, 3124.
Wattegama : Resthouse : income, expenditure, &e; Q. 2133,

Sanitary Board : revenue; expenditure on improvements; water supply;
cemetary, Q., 2133.

Advances to villagers for purchase of seed paddy : Unrecovered balance
of, 388.

Appropriation Ordinance, The, 1935-36, 2299, 2300-2331, 2332, 2333,
2334, 2335, 2336-2338, 2406, 2489; Committee:- (2 Supreme Court),
2618, 2623; (5. - Chief Secretary), 2633, 2635, 2673, 2674; (7. - Clerical
Service), 2675, 2687, 2688; (8 A. - Ceylon Royal Naval Volunteer
Reserve), 2702; (10. - Public Trustee), 2740; 2741, 2742-2744; (13.
Village Tribunals), 2755, 2756;(14. - Fiscals), 2759 2760; (32. - Minister
for Agriculture and Lands), 2858; (33. - Commissioner for
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Development of Agricultural Marketing), 2858; (35.- Land Commis-
sioner),3078,3079,3091,3097,3098, 3091(38.-Department of Agriculture)
3123; (42. - Irrigation Extraordinary), 3177; (54.- Ayurvedic Medicine),
3059, 3060-3061; (56. - Registrar General and Director of Commercial
Intelligence), 3191; (59. - Education), 3230, 3233, 3240, 3313, 3314,
3315, 3316, 3317; (60. - University College), 3255, 3257, 3258, 3265,
3286, 3288, 3303; (62. - Colombo Museum), 3312, 3313; (66. - Post
Office and Telegraphs), 3332; (68. - Public Works Annually Recurrent),
3340; (69. - Public Works Extraordinary), 3350, 3355, 3396.

Assessors for the Sanitary Board town of Wattegama; 4454.
Assistant shroffs : 4056, 4411.

Ayurvedic Medical Council of Ceylon. The, 1474, 1475.
Ayurvedic medicine, institutions of Assistance to, 439.
Ayurvedic medicine in treatment of malaria, 3374.

Buddhist Temporalities Ordinance : regulations, 1551, 1552, 1559-1561,
1567.

Cocao : Price of, 3358.

Cacao Research Scheme, 1747.

Cannabis indica : ayurvedic physicians, 1465.

Ceylon Government Railway : Attraction of custom to, 3363.

Cheap cotton goods : Facilities for meeting the demand for, 3363.

Cheetu Ordinance, 4244, 4245, 4662, 4668.

Clerical Service : Class III., local recruitment, 4031-4033, 4037.

Cocoa belonging to small-holders : Marketing and curing of, 1465.

Commissioner for Relief : further provision for relief of distress, 4326-4328.

Commissioner for relief of distress and shortage of food : relief measures,
45, 46, 90, 570, 612, 613, 614, 615, 616.

Cotton Yarn. Removal of duty on, 345.

Department of Agriculture : minor experimental stations and demonstra-
tion plots, 1383.

District Road Committee roads, 1466.

District Road Committees, Grants to, 3596.

Drugs, dressing, &c.; on account of the malaria epidemic, 1756, 1757.

Drums in places of worship, Use of, 1466.
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Export duty on cacao, Reduction or suspension of, 1466.

First and Second class compartments to baby trains and rail motors
on Matale line, 3369.

Judicial System : Commission to inquire into, 3357.

Kandy District Sanitary Board : Wattegama, 563, 565.
Kandy-Madulkele road : Increased vote for, 3368.
Koddaimunai dispensary, Removal of, 891.

Land Settlement Department : incidental expenses, 2320.

““Mahapatana’’ in the Madulkele district, 4193.

Mahaweli-ganga at Lewella, Footbridge over the, 1896, 1899.

Mahaweli-ganga at Weragantota, Bridge over the, 3363,

Malaria epidemic : Areas affected by, 3377.

Madical and Sanitary Services : epidemics, 2796; fund of cost quinine
purchased by estates, 4494; transport, 3910.

Minor Headmen, Free holiday warrants for, 1466.

Paddy : Enhanced import duty on 699.

Paraveni chena lands : rates offered to claimants, 1877, 3384.

Petition from Ana Assan Lebbe, 146, 147.

Petition from Gunasekera, D. B. D. V., 296.

Petition from Heen Banda, A.M., 146.

Petition from Rambukwelle, T. B. Y. and 7,000 others, 2198.

Petition from residents of Rilamulla and Demanhandiya, 4358.

Petition from the Mahanayakas, Anunayakas, and Maha Sangha Sabhas
of Malwatta and Asgiriya, &c*, 4141, 4142-4144.

Petrol, Duty on, 3369.

Railway travelling facilities for school children, 1466.
Religious, education, and charitable institutions : Exemption from rates,
1467.

Royal College : Reorganization of the, 4266.

Salaries to teachers, Direct payment of, 1090, 1091.
Schemes for supply of good water, 2787.

Seed paddy, Purchase of, 1392, 139%4.

Shroff, Salaries and overtime of, 4093.

Special Reserve Fund the, 1034, 1057-1060.
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State Council Elections (Nomination and Ballot Papers) Offences
Ordinance, 4421.

Tea (Control of Export) Ordinance : Rule 12, 4045-4046.

University College entrance examination, 3974-3975.

University College : Personal emoluments, 4301-4302.

Village Committee taxes in areas affected by the malariaepidemic,
Exemption from, 890.

Water Supply Scheme, Island-wide, 3386.

Water supply to the town of Wattegama, 1987, 3383.

Wattegama, drains in, to be improved, 4056.

Widows’ and orphans’ of teachers in assisted schools, Pensions to, 3368.

Rattota : Adequate water supply for, 4144.
Rattota : Trenching grounds at, 4193.

Receiving Post Office at Bundala, 4092.

Receiving Post Office at Malligaitivoe, Trincomalee, 3373.

Recognized educational societies : monthly grants, 1877.

Reconditioning Queen’s House, Colombo, 401, 402, 405, 407, 408.

Reconstruction of boundary wall of staffs bungalows, Cathedral grounds,
Mutwal, 400, 401, 406, 407, 661, 662, 663.

Reconstruction of houses that collapsed owing to floods in the Chilaw
District : financial assistance for 159, 162, 163, 164.

Reconstruction of Old Lower Badulla Road, 1462.

Recruitment of nursing sisters from abroad, 1766-1777.

Recruitment of Public officers, 1151.

Reduced rent for Crown land in Nuwara Eliya District, 3383.

Reduction of suspension of export duty on cacao, 1466.

Re-employment of Government servants who had retired on pensions,

1151, 1639, 1640.

Re-employment of retrenched Government servants, 1152, 1831-1838.

Reformed Municipal Constitutions for Kandy and Galle, 1641, 1642.

Registrar, Co-operative Societies, 219-223.

Registrar of Co-operative Societies : books for library, 2053, 2055-2057.

Registrar-General and Director of Commercial Intelligence : incidental
expenses, 1355, 1356, 1360; office furniture and office requisites,
2790, 2791; travelling, 2059, 2060.

Registration : Scrutiny of claims for, 3365.

Regulations under the Buddhist Temporalities Ordinance, 1548-1552,
1553-1576, 1656-1686.



16

Regulations under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Ordinance, 1271-1274,
1275-1279.

Regulations under the Motor Car Ordinance, 1927, 1163, 1534, 1535, 1787.

Regulations under the Rubber Control Ordinance, 556-560, 982, 983,
3933-3935, 4167-4168.

Relief of distress caused by drought inBatticaloa District, 158, 161, 162,
163, 164.

Relief of distress caused by floods in the Southern Province, 1355,
1356-1360.

Relief of distress caused by lood shortage in Buttala-Wedirata Korale,
161, 162-164.

Relief of distress caused by food shortage in the North-Central Province,
160, 162-164.

Relief of distress caused by malaria and other diseases, 158, 162, 163,
164, 654-656.

Relief of distress caused by malaria Central Province, 159, 162, 163, 164.

Relief of distress caused by malaria in the Kegalla District, 159, 162,
163, 164.

Relief of distress caused by malaria in the North-Western Province,
160, 162-164.

Relief of distress due to abnormal rains in Colombo District : provision
of food and financial assistance to rebuild or repair collapsed houses,
397-400.

Relief of distress due to sickness and shortage of food, 9-46, 49-94, 568-608,
611-645, 1336, 1337-1341, 1342-1348.

Relief of distress in Aluketiyawa wasama and Kuda Lunuke in Bintenna :
Provision of food and work, 160, 162, 163, 164.

Relief of distress in Siyambalanduwa caused by failure or rains, 162-164.

Relief measures in Kandy District, 2303.

Relief to paddy industry, 343-345.

Relief works and the issue of provisions, 3963.

Religious, education, and charitable institutions : exemption from rates,
1466.

Removal of duty on cotton yarn, 345.

Removal of Koddaimunai dispensary, 891.

Removing and relieving destitute sick persons, 396, 397.

Rent, restriction, 3384.

Rent Restriction Act, A, 1690.

Reorganization of the Ceylon Government Railway, 1838-1840.

Repair and maintenance of District Road Committee Roads, Nuwara
Eliya District, 1463.

Repair and restoration of village tanks : food production, 611.

Repatriation of destitute immigrants, 1879:1881.
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Repeal of Buddhist Temporalities Ordinance, 1642, 1643.

Reports from Officers of State and Ministries, 1843, 2753, 2754, 3334.

Research posts in the Agricultural Department, 2548.

Reserve Fund, The General, 1014-1030.

Reserve Fund, The Special, 1030-1036, 1037-1082.

Reserve Funds, General and Special, 244, 500, 501.

Resignation of Mr. Stanley Obeysekera, Commissioner of Assize, 2254.

Resolutions passed in Council : Commission to investigate and report
on, 1655.

Restoration of irrigation tanks in wet and dry zones, 1470, 1471.

Restoration of lands sold for non-payment of water rates, 1467.

Restoration of Mahabodhi temple to the Buddhists, 117-1128.

Restriction scheme for cinnamon, 1825-1827.

Resurvey of the approaches to the port of Jaffna by H.M.S. ‘“Endeavour’’,

819, 820, 821, 822, 823, 824, 825.

Retrenchment in the Postal Department, 5.

Rice Mill at Anuradhapura : cost of passage and other expenses of Mr.
Lewis C. Grant, Rice Mill maker, 386, 387, 390-393.

Rice Mill at Anuradhapura : Establishment of, 147-156.

Rice Mill at Anuradhapura : Expenditure on the, 2548.

Rice Mills in Batticaloa and Trincomalee, 3378.

Rice, Rail freight on imported and local, 2303, 2304.

Road to Katkovalam vie Mathanai, 3379.

Road through Munnakkara to Pitipana, 1157.

Road from Tissamaharama to Kataragama, 1607, 1608, 1609.

Road from Tudella to Pamunugama, 3370.

Road connecting the villages of Uswetakeyawa with Kandana town, 1158.

Roads : Beliatta to Walasmulla and Tangalla to Wireketiya, 189.

Royal College : Reorganization of the, 4266.

Royal Commission on the Working of the Donoughmore Constitution,
Request for a, 1843, 3384.

Rubber control : basic quota for India and Burma, 1692-1698.

Rubber Control Amendment Ordinance, The, 991, 992, 1181-1199, 1241.-
1270.

Rubber Control Department : estimates for 1935, 502-509, 545-555.

Rubber Control Department : Supplementary  Estimates, 1581-1583,
1778-1781.

Rubber Control : higher quota of export for Ceylon, 1152.

Rubber Control Ordinance : amendment of section I (I). 3368.

Rubber Coupons : distribution at Post Offices and Sub-Post Offices,
1631, 1632.

Rubber goods : Manufacure of, 1477.

Rubber Quota, 3963, 4057,



18

Rubber quota : additional allowances to the Dutch East Indies, 4538-4539
4652-4658.

Rubber Research Farm (Transfer of Base) Ordinance, 3783-3784, 3833.

Rubber Restriction Ordinance : Operation of, 3367.

Rules to be tabled, 1505.

Rules under the Ceylon State Mortgage Bank Ordinance,, 1583.

Rules under the Excise Ordinance, 245, 1535-1543.

Rules under the Small Towns Sanitary Ordinance, 1534.

Rules under the Tea (Control of Export) Ordinance, 245, 259-265,
348-351, 983, 1580, 1631.

Rules under the Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance, 1542, 1543, 1580,
1581, 1777.

Rural uplift work: Scheme for, 3209.

1934

Appropriation Ordinance, The, 1934 - 35, 1572; Committee:- (5. - Chief
Secretary), 1952, 1976; (29. - Police), 2098, 2099; (30. - Prisons),
2111; (33. - Commissioner for Development of Co-operative Societies),
2212, 2213, 2214; (46. - Commissioner of Local Government), 2267,
(54. - Ayurvedic Medicine), 2302; (55. - Minister for Labour, Industry
and Commerce), 2304, 2305, 2307, 2308; (59. - Education), 2324,
2337, 2341; (62. - Post and Telegraphs), 2411; (69. - Public Works
Extraordinary), 2441, 2442.

Bandara-ela, Pata Dumara: Restoration of, 1998.
Bridge at Lewella over Mahaweli-ganga, 227, 716.
Bridle-path from Padiapelella to Maturata hospital, 712.

Cacao: Export duty, 2236.

Cacao: Collective fermentation, Curing, &c., of (Notice of Motion),
162.

Cocoa Cultivation in Ceylon, 455.

Cocoa: Improvement of the price of (Notice of Motion), 249.

Cocoa industry: Reduction or suspension of export duty (Notice of
Motion), 1313. :

Cotton goods: Steps to meet the demand for cheap (Notice of Motion),
1364.

Cotton yarn: Free importation of, 387-388.

Crown Grants (Curatorship of Minors) Ordinance, 499.

Crown lands in the dry and wet zones, Extent of, 2538.

Customs duties, Revision of, 1900.

Dalada Maligawa, Incident at the, 8.

Excise regulations, 479-4
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Fuel block, Request for a, 571.

Headmen,Minor: grant of free holiday warrants (Notice of Motion),1256.

Headmen, Village: Appointment of, 207, 208.

Housing and Town Improvement Ordinance: enforcement in Opata and
Tulhiriya, 151.

Housing and Town Improvement Ordinance: Kandy Municipality, 159,
482.

Immigration into Ceylon, 3181.
Income Tax Amendment Ordinance, 3261.
Irrigation Works, Village: allocation of vote, 8.

Kandy- Madulkele road: Provision for maintenance (Notice of Motion),
2647.

Land Development Ordinance, 2790, 2822.

Land Mortgage Banks: Guaranteeing of interest on debentures issued
by, 364-366.

Levy on the Salaries of Public Servants, Temporary, 50.

Malaria, Outbreak of (Notice of Motion), 2928, 3031, 3049, 3050-3052,
3054, 3066, 3158, 3159.

Minneri Scheme, Construction of channels under, 424, 425.

Motion deferred, 735.

Motor Car Ordinance: Regulations, 1939.

Pensions to widows and orphans of teachers in Assisted Schools (Notice
of Motion), 2789.

Petrol: Duty on, be reduced (Notice of Motion), 2531.

Police Ordinance: use of drums in temples, &c. (Notice of Motion),
1042.

Postal Probationers, 1292-1293.

Prosecution of villagers for non-payment of Village Committee taxes,
385-386.

Public libraries, Establishment or assistance of (Notice of Motion),1173.

Railway: first and second class compartments to Baby Trains and Rail
Motors on the Matale Line (Notice of Motion), 2647.

Railway: greater encouragement to parties of school children (Notice
of Motion), 997.

Railway: Ceylon Government: free second class return tickets to certain
consignors of goods (Notice of Motion), 1433.
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Religious, charitable, and educational institutions: Total exemption of
rates on property owned by (Notice of Motion), 1173.

Roads: Be taken over and maintained by D. R. Cs. (Notice of Motion).
679.

Salaries and Cadres Committee’s Report, 882-884.
Sweet toddy, Permits to tap for, 396-397.

Teachers’ salaries, Reduction of, for unsatisfactory work, 1110-1112.
Tree tax system, 2896.
Wild animals in Ceylon, Protection of, 8.

Recruitment of public officers by open competitive examination (Notice
of Motion), 2833.

Reform of the Constitution (announcement), 738.

Reform of the Constitution (Answer to question), 1121, 1126.

Reform of the Constitution (motion for adjournment), 730.

Refreshments to Railway passengers, Sale of (Notice of Motion), 1504.

Registrar-General’s Office, Extra clerks at the, 2733.

Relief to disabled and aged, 383.

Relief to food victims (Notice of Motions), 2698.

Relief to paddy growers, 1348.

Religious, charitable, and educational institutions: Total exemption of
payment of rates on property owned by (Notice of Motion), 1173.

Renewal of lorries (Railway), 93.

Renewal of rolling stock, carriages (Railway), 93.

Renters, defaulting: Properties confiscated from, 2734.

Repatriation of Ceylonese from other countries, 395, 3100.

Residents of Galewala, Petition from, 872.

Residents of the Urban District Council of Negombo, Petition from, 788.

Residents on the bank of the river Gin-oya, Petition from, 402.

Rewards to Police, alleged statement by a Sub-Inspector, 249.

Re-wiring the electrical installations in the Government Printing Office, 92.

Rice, Enhanced import duty on, 403,

Road connecting the villages of Uswetakeyawa with Kandana town (Notice
of Motion), 3243.

Road from Tissamaharama to Kataragama, 396, 398.

Road leading from Kandana Bazaar to Dewatotupola: should be widened
and metalled (Notice of Motion), 3200.

Road maintenance in Giriwa and Magam pattus, 1506.

Road Tax: Abolition of (Notice of Motion), 1749.

Road to Vedichikalmunai: Cost of extending and reconstructing the, 2539.

Roads: Construction of (Notice of Motion), 997.
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Roads in the Nuwara Eliya District (Notice of Motion), 1707.

Roads: Maintenance of, 3266.

Roads to be taken over and maintained as P.W.D., roads (Notice of
Motion), 1222.

Roadside shrines in Vavuniya, 5.

Royal College, Acting Principal of, 50.

Rubber Control Amendment Ordinance, 2077, 2155.

Rubber Control Ordinance, 1934, 581, 589, 638.

Rubber Control Ordinance, Amendment of (Notice of Motion), 2731.

Rubber Control Ordinance case of Messrs. C. Sab Senaratne &. Co., 2000.

Rubber Control Ordinance, Regulations, 975, 1343, 1493.

Rubber Control Scheme: higher quota of export (Notice of Motion), 2647.

Rubber Coupons, Distribution of, 1353.

Rubber Coupons: Method of distribution of, (Notice of Motion), 1119.

Rubber: prohibition of import, 588.

Rubber Research Amendment Ordinance, 2076, 2154.

Rubber Restriction Ordinance: Commission to inquire into grievances
(Notice of Motion), 2395.

8
Sabapathipillai, Mr, S., refusal to grant a nomination for the Civil Service
to, 2833.
Salaries and Cadres Committee Report: announcement, 636, 638, 735
747, 791 820. 872.
Salaries and Cadres Select Committee, 1332.
- Salaries Commision Reports: Despatches relating to the, 223.

1936

Acting Judicial Officers, 933, 3229.

Additional Assistant Archivist, 915.

Affirmation, 4.

Anuradhapura Urban District Council : Protection and preservation
of ancient ruins, 441, 3244, 3245.

Appropriation Ordinance, The. 1936-37, 1446=1452, 1456, 1462, 1463,
1464; Committee:- (2. - Supreme Court), 1809, 1810, 1814, 1815,
1817; (3. - State Council), 1829, 1912; (4. - Audit Office), 1832;
(5. - Chief Secretary), 1835, 1842, 1849; (7. - Clerical Service),
1863, 1866; (8. - Defence), 1875, 1881; (9. - Ceylon Royal Naval
Volunteer Reserve), 1930; (II. - Attorney-General), 1939, 1940, 1941;
(13. - Public Trustee), 1945, 1947, 1948, 1949, 1963, 1964 ;(14. - District
Courts), 1983, 1984; (20. - Public Debt.), 2012; (26. - Government
Press), 2030; (29. - Miscellaneous Services), 2047, 2053 ; (32. - Excise),
2109; (34. - Prisons), 2114, 2115; (36. - Zoological Gardens), 2117;
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(38. - Commissioner for Development of Agricultural Marketing),
2119, 2123, 2125; (40. - Land Commissioner), 2166, 2170, 2171, 2179,
(43. - Department of Agriculture), 2207; (46. - Irrigation Department),
2253, 2258; (47. - Irrigation Annually Recurrent), 2267, 2268, 2269;
(55. - Quarantine), 2325, 2329; (56. - Medical and Sanitary Services),
2337, 2344, 2361, 2390, 2391, 2397; (Anti-Malaria Campaign), 2369,
2370; (59. - Ministry for Labour Industry and Commerce), 2402,
2403; (60. - Registrar-General and Director of Commercial Intelligence)
2413, 2415, 2416, 2425; (61. - Controller of Labour), 2438, 2439;
(63. - Education), 2442, 2446, 2447, 2456, 2469, 2473; (64. - University
College), 2485, 2486, 2489, 2490, 2499; (The University), 2518,2519;
(66. - Colombo Museum), 2526; (70. - Post Office and Telegraphs),
2541, 2542, 2543, 2546; (73. - Public Work Extraordinary), 2583,
2584, 2592, 2614, 2615; (75. - Loan Works,) 2624, 2631, 2633, 2636.

Bridge over the Mahaweli-ganga at Weragantote, 411, 584.

Business of Council, 933.

Ceylon Defence Force : Staff Officers, 1773.

Class III. of the Clerical Service : Local candidates for, 784.

Clerical Service : Class 11I. of the, 444.

Cocoa fumigatorium in Colombo : Construction of a, 114, 115,118,119

Co-operative Societies Amendment Ordinance, 558-560, 569.

Criminal Trials : Expedition and efficiency, 933, 3229.

Crown land ‘‘Mahapatana’, Madulkele District, 259, 3582.

Death sentence as punishment for murder, 3022.

Dental clinics : Cost of additional staft and equipment, 3295.

Dismissal and retirement of Arachchi of Kengalle, 1082, 3230.

Dismissal of Police Sergeant E. K, Sinno, 995, 3230.

Dumbara Courts : A sessions at Wattegama, 3375.

Education District Committees, & c., Pension scheme for officers in,
972, 3229

Electric Meter rent in Wattegama, 3233.

Electricity Board Establishment Ordinance, Motion for repeal of, 3141,
3143.

Feeding of school children in malarial areas, Free, 27, 586,

Fiscals : Inquests, 1780.

General Clerical Service : Promotion from Class III. to Class II,. 2807.

Government Schools : Religious instruction to children attending, 3216.

Grants to assisted schools, 1795-1797, 1801-1803, 2766.

Grants to District Road4Committees : Allocation of, 259, 583.

Hospital at Madugoda, A, 1892, 3231.

Hospital for Wattegama, A. 3375.

Kitul trees : Removal of permits to tap, 27, 407.

Legal Secretary, A, 811-813.

Q50
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Loan Works : Modernizing Telephone System, 2758.

Medical facilities for Madugoda and Udispattu, 2897, 3233.

Midwives for rural areas, Trained, 259, 582.

Midwives : Training of, 3220.

Petition from certain residents of Anuradhapura, 971.

Petition from K. G. Pusumba, 410.

Petition from R. H. Munindradasa and thirty-seven others, 971.

Petition from the residents of certain villagers, 178.

Petitions presented to State Council : Inquiry Board, 1466.

Plague-stricken area at Anuradhapura, 441, 3243, 3244, 3245.

Postal and Telegraphic rates, 2589, 3232.

Public Works Loan Ordinance : Loan of hundred million rupees, 3342,
3370, 3387, 3388. '

Railway facilities to parties of school children, 259, 3240.

Relief works : Completion of roads constructed as, 464.

Religious, charitable and educational institutions : Exemption from
rates, 259, 583.

Sanitary Board Town of Wattegama, 2896, 3232.

Statutory Reprints Ordinance, The, 3189, 3190.

Tea (Control of Export) Ordinance : Rule, 282.

Town Planning, 321, 322.

Trade delegation to England, 1738, 1739, 1767.

Unemployment relief works, 884, 885.

University : Establishment of the, 2919.

Urban District Council power house at Anuradhapura, 441, 3244.

Village Committee Tax : Extention of time to pay the, 27, 390, 391.

1937

Aerodrome, Ratmalana : Compensation for land acquired, 1016, 1023.

Agricultural marketing : Cold storage, 28.

Appropriation Ordinance, The, 1937-38 : Committee:- (2 - Supreme
Court), 2192; (3. - State Council), 2205; (6. - Civil Service), 2242,
2248; (12. - Legal Secretary), 2277; (14. - Legal Draftsman), 2305;
(15. - Public Trustee), 2312, 2313; (23. - Pensions) 2347; (27. - Govern-
ment Stores), 2358; (29. - Department of Income Tax and Stamps),
2474; (30. - Customs), 2479, 2486; (33. - Provincial Administration),
2748; (34. - Excise Department), 2775, 2776, 2783; (35. - Police),
2789, 2802, 2803, 2809, 2810, 2812, 2813; (41. - Appeal Board : Land
Settlement Ordinance), 2528; (42. - Land Cogimissioner), 2536, 2567,
2569, 2576; (44. - Survey Department) 2593; (45. - Department of
Agriculture), 2596, 2605; (46. - Forest Department), 2629, 2640;
(47. - Registrar of Co-operative Societies), 2649, 2650; (48. - Irrigation
Department), 2693, 2694, 2699, 2715; (52. - Registrar of Motor Cars),
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2847; (58. - Medical and Sanitary Services), 2885-2889, 2890, 2891,
2893, 2894, 2895, 2901, 2925, 2826; (60. - Ayurvedic Medicine), 2936;
(72. - Post Office and Telegraphs), 3035; (74. - Public Works Annually
Recurrent), 3079; (75. - Public Works Extraordinary), 3096; (Electrical
Undertakings), 3197.

Assistant Shroffs, counter-peons, and Treasury watchers, Appointments
af, 297, 1237,

Assistant Shroffs : Employment of persons to act for, 297, 1237.

Board of Indigenous Medicine, 90, 92.

Bodi-ela and Waduvawela Irrigation Scheme, Restoration of the, 6.

Bridge at Weregantota, Construction of a, 590, 1246, 1381.

Cocoa curing sheds, Erection of two, 3292, 3293.

Colombo Water Supply : Kalatuwawa Scheme, 3619-3621.

Commerce and Industries, Department of, 3728, 3729.

Coronation of H. M. the King : Campaign to plant fruit trees, 169, 1253.

Courts of Requests’ jurisdiction, 2087.

Courts sessions at Madugoda, 406, 1240.

Criminal Procedure Code (Amendment) Ordinance, 471, 516, 3673.

Dharmasoka College Management and teachers 1105

Dismissal and reinstatement of the Arachchi of Kengalla, Pata Dumbara,
273,

Diyawadana Nilame : Method of election, 891.

Electric meter rent at Wattegama, 528.

Excise Department : Travelling, 1823, 1824.

Feeding school children, 1375.

Firearms : Free possession for villagers, 1554.

Grants to assisted schools, Payment of, 1585:1587.

Grants to Ristrict Road Committees, Allocation of, 494, 495.

Headmen system : Reform of the 1455, 3885-3889, 3896, 3897, 3964.

Hydro-Electric Scheme, 3411.

Imprisonment for non-payment of fines, 1361, 1362.

Income tax : Increase of unit rate, 2096, 2097.

Indian immigrant labour, Assisted : Recruiting licences, 2388-2392.

Insolvency Ordinance, The, 2087.

Judicial Officers, Acting, 338, 339.

Kandyan Law Declaration Amendment Ordinance, 237.

Korala of Yatipalata, Walapane, 297, 339, 340, 1237.

Land called Godakawatta at Kahalla, 766, 1251,

Landing ground, Emergency, Puttalam, 1624.

Lecturer in Civil Engineering, Technical College, 3640,

Loan (Amendment) Ordinance. The Public Works, 415-417, 426, 428.

Loan Funds : Allocations and method of appropriation, 3800; Alloca-
tion for water schemes, 1772.
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Matches, Manufacture of (Regulation) Ordinance, 650-653, 657.

Members of State Council or Local Government Bodies : Option to
address in the vernacular, 169.

Motor Car (Half Yearly Licences) Ordinance, The, 4029.

Municipal and Police Courts : Proceeding to be conducted in the vernacular,
158, 159.

Municipal Council, The Colombo (Constitution) Amendment Ordinance,
4080.

“No Confidence’’ motion : Minister of Home Affairs; Communications
and Works; and Labour, Industry and Commerce, 773, 775.

Palace, Old, at Kandy, Conversion of, 2225.

Panwila, Sanitary Board Town of, 1098.

Pasture fields, Allocation from Loan Funds for, 3371.

Petition from certain inhabitants of Kundasale, 453.

Petition from P. B. Kosinna, 998.

Playing fields for villages and towns, 542, 1245.

Polgolla-Talawinna, & c., road, 1722.

Public Trustee : Correspondence with Priest Trustees, 67, 1254.

Rates, Exemption from payment of, 529.

Reform of the Constitution: Representations by Delegates to the Corona-
tion, 840.

Religious, charitable and educational institutions : Exemption from rates,
499-501.

Ridibeni-ela Scheme, 3833.

Ruling of the Speaker re the Governor’s declaration under Article 22
@) (b), 1611, 1722, 1757-1762, 1764, 1789.

Ruling of the Speaker on motions on the establishment of a University,
549, 551, 556.

Sanitary Board market of Wattegama, Improvement of, 297, 1236.

Security to Government Shroffs, Third parties standing, 297, 1237.

Seed paddy, Purchase of, 3820.

Standing Order 150 (I) (d), Amendment of, 1195, 1333, 1334.

State Council Members : Nomination to Education District Committee,
57, 1254.

State Mortgage Bank : Exemption from stamp duty, 1041; Grant of
loans on “Marketable” security, 1051.

Sunday market, Wattegama, 590, 1246.

Supreme Court : Furniture at Chief Justice’s residence, 1008.

Taxes, Indirect, Revision of, 1262, 1263.

Tea Control : Reassessment surveys and suspension of coupons, 3101,
3332, 3333.

Tea Export Control Department : Supplementary Estimate for 1937-38,
4093.
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“The Lodge’’, Kandy: Salary of bungalow-keeper and watcher at, 17.

Transfer of Mr. G. A. H. Wille to Executive Committee of Communications
and Works, 819.

Transport Commission Report: Recommendations on(Railway Transport).
3514; (Road Transport), 3536.

University in Kandy : Acquisition of site, 3991, 3993-3996, 4000.

University site, The, 244.

Village Committee tax, Extension of time to pay, 494.

Village Communities Amendment Ordinance, 4163, 4164.

Water Supply Scheme, Wattegama, 1195.

Weweratank, Udattawa : Restoration of, 1554.

Youthful offenders, Training school for, at Watupitiwela, 3686, 3687.

1938

Agricultural Committees, District, 1865, 1870, 1871.

Appropriation Ordinance, The, 1938-39, 2432-3; Committee:- (1. - His
Excellency the Governor), 2450, 2452, 2453; (2. - Supreme Court),
2456, 2457, 2458; (3. - State Council), 2462, 2464, 2467, 2473, 2475,
3275, 3277; (5. - Chief Secretary), 2477, 2478, 2479; (7. - Clerical
Service), 2491, 2492; (8. - Defence), 2505, (13. - Legal Draftsman),
2527; (15. - District Courts), 2532, 2533; (16. - Courts of Request
and Police Courts), 2535; (19. - Financial Secretary), 2542; (31. - Mis-
cellaneous Services), 2588, 2589, 2590, 2591, 2592, 2595, (33. - Provincial
Administration), 3074, 3075; (35. - Police), 3089, 3090, 3095, 3096,
3097; (36. - Prisons), 3100, 3104, 3105; (38. - Zoological Gardens), 3107;
(39. - Minister for Agriculture and Lands), 2599, 2603; (40. - Commi-
ssioner for Development of Agricultural Marketing), 2607, 2610,
2617, 2626, 2628, 2633; (42. - Land Commissioner), 2650, 2658;
(43. - Land Settlement Department), 2660, 2664 ; (44. - Survey Depart-
ment), 2672, 2673, 2674, 2679; (45. - Department of Agriculture),
2684, 2696, 2703, 2706, 2723, 2725, 2727, 2729, 2734, 2735, 2742;
(46. - Forest Department), 2745, 2746; (48. - Irrigation Department),
2770, 2771, 2773; (59. - Medical and Sanitary Services), 2854; 2855,
2861,2862,2863, 2867,2869, 2871, 2873,2875; (61.- Ayurvedic Medicine),
2878, 2879, 2880, (65. - Director of Commerce and Industries), 2911,
2913; 2915, 2916; 2917, 2918, 2920, 2939, (66. - Controller of Labour),
2923, 2924, 2925, 2927, 2928, 2929, 2930, 2931, 2933; (67. - Minister
for Education), 2943, 2946, 2949, 2950, 2952; (68. - University College),
3041; (70. - Archaeological Department), 3044, 3045; (82. - Loan
Fund Expenditure), 3266, 3280, 3281 ; (Railway), 3206, 3207; (Electrical
Undertakings), 3244, 3250.

Ayurvedic Dispensaries, 3942.
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Bank of Ceylon Ordinance, 479, 483 - 485.

Bracegirdle Commission Report, 3885.

Bridge at Weragantota, 477.

Buddhist Temporalities Ordinance: Regulations, 1444, 1459 - 1462, 1497.

Buddhist monuments, desecration of, 1376.

Burial Grounds in Villages, 3493.

Business of Council, 3603.

Cattle Trespass (Amendment) Ordinance 1909: Repeal of Section 2, 1930-
1931.

Certification: Address of Protest, 2254 - 2257, 2266.

Certification: (State Council), Amendment Order in Council, 1937,
75 - 76, 103, 716 - 719, 730.

Clerical Service, Class IL.: Appointments to, 1469.

Clerical Service, Class III, 3419, 3421 - 3422.

Coir and Textile Demonstration: Superintendent, 3739, 3740.

Conference of Royal Medico - Psychological Association, 3517.

Courts of Requests and Police Courts: Travelling, 3289.

Education Ordinance, 3611, 3742 - 3749, 3760, 3772, 3800.

Electricity rates at Wattegama, 1695.

Food Control (Amendment), Ordinance, 3434, 3437, 3439.

Grants to Child Welfare Centres, 3554.

Headmen System: Reorganization, 167, 169, 170, 171, 172, 173, 492,
495, 499, 501, 502, 504, 505, 506, 508, 516.

Headmen Village, at Mahawatta, 3555.

Import Duty, Indian, on Arecanuts, 3554 - 3555.

Irrigation Works, Village Survey of, 3554.

Judicial Service Scheme, 1804.

Katugastota Bridge, 1723.

Land called Gabadawatta at Katugastota, 2620.

Land called Geranditaluwa, 477, 1331.

Land, Crown, Exchange of, for land given by Mr. McConnell, 345.

Law Courts: Allocation from Loan, 1762.

Leave of Absence:
Mr. G. E. de Silva, 1510, 1511.
Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam, 222.

Lighting Control Ordinance, 4318, 4320.

Loan Funds: Allocation of, 1847.

Local Government: Amendment Ordinance, 593, 594.

Local Loans and Development (Amendment) Ordinance, 3299, 3300.

Malaria Relief roads, 3493.

Midwives for rural areas, 3493.

Minipe - Ela Scheme, 834, 837 - 839, 1410.

Minipe - Ela Scheme, Advisory Board, 1850.
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Minipe Transport Contract, 1938 - 39, 3623 - 3625.

Motions on Addendum to Orders of the Day, 1855.

Motor Car Ordinance, 1785 - 1787, 1794, 3365 - 3366, 3368, 3370, 3373,
3374, 3382, 3384.,

Notices of Motions, 1469.

Nuwara Eliya Water Supply, 4231.

Paddy pest, 1858.

Pesions, Old Age, 776, 1336,

Petition from:
173 Inhabitants of Kulugamanasiyapattu, 1896.
Punchie, 1., 3942.
Silva, C. M. Edwin, 3466.
Tikiri Menika Herath Mudiyanselage, 1988, 4272.

Petrol Tax, 210, 1331.

Presidents of Village Tribunals: Appointment of Kachcheri Clerks,
1665 - 1667.

Provincial Administration: Allowances of Vidane Arachchies, &c., 416,

Public Services: Kandyan Sinhalese in, 1919.

Railway Overtime, 3536, 3537.

Railway: Reorganization, 150, 186, 547 - 548.

Ration Cards for Food Control, 3472, 3473, 3474, 3475.

Recruiting Agencies, 805 - 807, 817.

Religious Instruction in Government Schools, 922, 929 930.

Retirement under Donoughmore Constitution, 1658.

Road: Mahawatta - Kandy - Teldeniya, 2668.

Roads, V.C., Conversion into P.W.D. roads, 477.

Royal College, Principal, 1998.

Rubber (New Planting) Ordinance, 1999 - 2000, 2009 - 2010.

Rubber (New Planting) Ordinance: Regulations, 3441, 3442, 3446 - 3447,
3451, 3455, 3460, 3461, 3477, 3479, 3484 - 3485.

Rubber New-Planting Rights, 3564 - 3566.

Rural Development Scheme, 1162.

Rural Education District Committees: Membership of State Councillors,
1645.

Sanitary Board Town of Panwila, 1654.

School Fees: Relief to parents, 619, 1332.

Seed paddy, 1214 - 1215.

Seizure of stray cattle, 3544 - 3645.

Shops Regulations Ordinance, 3393 - 3395, 3396.

Sittings of Council, 2739.

State Mortgage Bank: Loans on “Marketable”” Title, 3816, 3817.

Tank at Kottawa, 3864.

Tea (Control of Export) Amendment Ordinance, 129.
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Tea Control Ordinance, 288 - 290, 760.

Telephone Tariff, 4269.

Topawewa (Parakrama Samudra) Scheme, 4215, 4216, 4223.
Trincomalee Water Supply Scheme: Construction Engineer, 3656.
Unemployment, 1621 - 1625.

Unemployment amongst educated young men, 619, 1333.
University at Kandy, 2210.

Vel-Vidanes: Election of, 575.

Village Committee roads improved by estates, 3554

Village Committee: Tax, 969, 1335.

Village wells, 3493.

Weragantota Ferry Service, 1140, 1339.

1939

Agricultural debtors: Protection from attachment of certain property
in execution of Civil decrees, 1460, 4292.

Agricultural Products (Regulation) Bill, 1607 - 10.

Anderewewa, Mr. P. A., Korala of Yatipalata, 257, 258, 262 - 63.

Anuradhapura, Administration of, 211.

Appeal, Petitions of, 3967, 4299.

Appropriation Bill, 1930 - 40: 2868, 4103; Committee- (2. - Supreme
Court), 3260, 3262, 3263, 3265, 3270, 3271, 3275; (5. - Chief Secretary),
3322; (7. - Clerical Service), 3336; (10. - Other Defence Expenditure),
3339 - 40, 3376, 3378; (22. - Courts of Requests and Magistrates’
Courts), 3598, 3599, 3608, 3609, 3610, 3616; (24. - Fiscals), 3619;
(42. - Miscellaneous Services), 3792; (49 - Provincial Administration),
3636 - 7; (51. - Police), 3829; (61.- Commissioner for Development
of Agricultural Marketing), 3857; (92. - Medical and Sanitary Services)
3795, 3801; (103. - Director of Commerce and Industries), 3894,
3901, 3902, 3906, 3907, 3910, 3912; (104. - Controller of Labour),
3924, 3925, 3926, 3927, 3928; (110. - Minister of Education), 4018 - 20;
(121. - Colombo Port Commission), 3686; (123. - Post Office and
Telegraphs), 3691, 3692.

Appropriation Ordinance, 1939 - 40: Statement of Adjustments, 4506,
4783, 4830, 4832.

Archivist, Assistant (Temporary), Duty leave for, 638.

Arecanuts, Indian, Import duty on, 244.

Aviation, Director of Civil Training of Ceylonese, 251.

Ayurvedic Dispensaries, Government, Maintenance of, 247.

Bridge, Foot, to Meemure, 401, 758.

Burial Ground for Attaragalla-Udagama, 4474, 4764.
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Burial Grounds, Grants for, 243.

Cattle Trespass Ordinance: Exemption of Three Korales, Kegalla,
4304.

Ceramist, 1256, 1257.

Charitable Allowances, 4776.

Child Welfare Centres, Grants for, 243.

Civil Procedure Code, Amendment of, 1242, 4291.

Commodities, Essential, Reserves Bill, 465, 568.

Cottage industries, 1600, 4292.

Courts, Circuit, at Panwila and Teldeniya, 2410.

Courts, Dumbara: Sessions at Madugoda, 447. Sessions at Wattegama,
198.

Courts, Panwila: Removal of staff to Matale, 4368, 4369.

Defence: Mobilization. Emergency Stores and Accommodation, 2803.

Diyawadana Nilame, Election of, 193.

Economic condition of rural population, 429, 4302.

Education Bill, 2144, 2163, 2172, 2189, 2195.

Education of illiterates, 2870.

Elections to State Council, 1201.

Electricity Rates, Wattegama, 236.

Exports and Imports (Emergency Powers) Bill, 3500

Food Control (Amendment) Bill, 3443.

Food Production, 1600. 4292.

Food-Production Drive, Emergency, 4446 - 9.

G.P.O. Minor Employees, 3967.

Hand-loom Weaving Industry, 4776.

Headman, Village, for Mahawatta, 244.

Hospital, Cottage, at Wattegama (Site), 2018.

Importation and sale of articles containing Lord Buddha’s image, 2938, 4298.

Import duty on diamonds, 2736.

Import Duties, Increase of (Liquor, Tobacco, Petrol and Coffee), 4686.

Insolvency Law, 183.

Internal Security Scheme (and Defence Force Emoluments), 3982-4.

Irrigation Scheme, Bathmedilla, 2829 - 30.

Irrigation, Village, Drainage and Flood Protection Works, 1903.

Irrigation Works, Village, Survey of, 244.

Japanese Mats, 425.

Judicial Service Scheme, 4282.

Juvenile Courts Bill, 119 - 120.

Land called Gabadawatta at Katugastota, 241, 672.

Land Colonization, Aided, 606-8.

Landlessness in the villages, Problem of, 1600, 4292.

Legal Draftsman’s Department: Staff, 4737, 4739-40, 4745.
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Loan Funds: Allocation for Law Courts, 4281.
Mahawewa, Restoration of, 4161, 4300.

Malaria Control Scheme, 1907, 1908.

Malaria Epidemic and Floods, 1441.

Malaria Relief Roads, 243.

Manuscripts relating to Sannas, Tudapat, &c., 1898 - 9.
Marble Rock (Garudapachcha), Quarrying, 1645.
Meat stalls in rural areas, 243.

Medical and Sanitary Services:

Drugs, dressings, disinfectants, &c., 2034.

Quarters Allowance to House Officers, 1912, 1913.
Mercantile Employees and Public Holidays, 250.
Midwives for rural areas, 243.

Minipe-Ela Scheme, 5, 4284.

Minipe Scheme: Crown land allocation, 726, 4288.

Mortgaged properties, Sale of, 4554, 4765.

Motor Car (Amendment) Bill, 420, 2965-7, 2987, 2993, 3025, 3069.
Motor Car Ordinance:

Additional expenditure on advertisments, 1905.

Suspension of operation, 2091-3.

Third-Party Insurance, 1942, 1995,

Niyarapola, R.B., 4679.

Non-Ceylonese teachers, 4183-4.

Old Palace, Kandy, Conversion of, into Museum, 221.
Orphanages, 4776.

Paddy fields, Storage tanks for, 1142, 4288.

Paddy pest, 235.

Paddy statistics, 404-5, 406.

Pedestrian traffic on V.C. roads near estates, 242.
Pensions and Gratuites: Mr. K. C. Fernando, 4854, 4855.
Petrol (Control of Supplies) Bill, 4593.

Police Court, Panwila: Transfer of staff, 4474, 4764.
Police Inspector Marc South, Part expenses incurred by, on eye treatment,

2943.

Police Stations, Entries made at, 451-2.

Poor Law Bill, 1423-5.

Printing Committee and Government Publications, 485, 486.

Printing Committee, Reconstitution of, 587, 759.

Prison Rules, 1944.

Professor of Physiology and Registrar, Medical College, 4929, 4965,

4999, 5001.

Profiteering, 3235, 3358, 3359, 3380-2, 3390.
Provincial Councils, 401, 758.
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Railway: Train service on the Matale Line, 2440, 4296.
R.E.D.C. Staffs, 4365, 4764.
Reform of the Constitution, 261, 911, 916, 925, 984, 1095, 1111-9, 1123-4,
1145, 1147, 1266.
(Cabinet), 2496 - 8.
(Delimitation Committee), 1830, 1845, 1861, 2287.
(Expenditure provided by Special Law), 2262.
(Governor’s Powers), 2597-9, 2600.
(Ministers), 2609, 2610.
(New Letters Patent and Royal Instructions), 2616.
(Procedure and Rulings), 1831.
(Royal Commission), 2641-3.
Relief of distress, 42 - 44, 1220, 1228 - 9, 2815 - 6.
Relief of distress in Atakalan and other Korales, 249.
Relief Works, Umnenployment, for Dumbara, 289.
Rice prices, 4128. 4135.
Rice, Purchase of, for control, 3541 - 3.
Roads damaged by floods, Reconstruction of, 4501, 4765.
Roads:
Madawala - Teldeniya - Nugatenne - Bintenne and Deanstone, 6.
Mahawatta, 242.
Kundasale - Nattaranpota - Mahawatta and other roads in the Kandy
District, 2017, 4294,
Rubber Factory, 4521 - 2.
Rural indebtedness, 1600, 4292.
Rural Reconstruction, 255.
School, K/Wavinna, Building grant to, 242.
Seed paddy, Purchase of, 1203, 4347.
Shroffs, Assistant, and Counters: Acting Appointments, 4310.
Shroffs, &c., Assistant, Appointment of, 179.
Tank, Kottawa, Restoration of, 248.
Textile and Coir Demonstration Units, 1916, 1917, 1918.
Textile Quotas and Preference Commission, 4151, 4351.
Textile (Quotas) Order in Council, 1934, 4365, 4763.
Tobacco Trials, 2804.
Tuberculosis Hospital at ¢‘Glendale’’, Bandarawela, 2071.
Unemployment Relief, 1218.
Unemployment Relief Works for Dumbara, 289, 756,
University, Ceylon, 4282 4898, 4899, 4911.
University College: Restriction of admission, 361, 362-3.
Urban Councils Bill, 4724, 4725.
Village Committee Elections: 2017, 3138, 4294, 4299,
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War Defence Measures, 2880-2.

War Defence Measures Expenditure: Advisory Committee, 4904.
Water Storage Tanks for paddy fields, 1142, 4282.

Water Supply Schemes: Hambantota, 3592, Kandy, 2209, 2210.
Wattegama Stream: Construction of earth bund, 4501, 4765.
Wells, Village, Increased grant for, 243.

Youthful Offenders (Training Schools) Bill, 467.

1940

Aerodrome, R. A. F., Trimcomalee, 2922.

Agricultural and Industrial Credit Corporation Bill, 2878 - 9.

Agricultural Products, Ceylon-grown: Purchase, storage, and distribu-
tion pending sale, 748, 750, 751, 752.

Agricultural Products (Regulations), 1166.

Appropriation Bill, 1940 - 41, 2013 - 9, 2034 - 5, 2071; Committee:- (2-
Supreme Court), 2093, 2095: (3-State Council), 2109; (8. - Chief
Secretary), 2132, 2135, 2136; (9. - Ceylon Defence Force), 2140,2141,
2142; (10. - Other Defence Expenditure), 2143, 2144, 2148, 2152 - 3;
(39. - Government Press). 2254, 2255 2257, 2261, 2266, 2267; (41. -
Customs), 2273; (42. - Miscellaneous Services), 2275 - 6, 2277, 2278,
2279, 2289; (48. - Minister of Home Affairs), 2422, 2423, 2427; (49.
- Provincial Administration) 2526 - 7, 2529; (51. - Police), 2604, 2612
2616, 2617; (52. - Prisons), 2624, 2625, 2627; (61. - Commissioner
for Development of Agricultural Marketing), 2297, 2298; (62. - Appeal
Boards (Land Settlement Ordinance), 2300; (63. - Land Commissioner),
2304. 2314 - 5, 2316, 2317, 2323; (66. - Department of Agriculture),
2362, 2366 - 8, 2377, 2378, 2379, 2381; (67. - Forest Department),
2391, 2392 - 4, 2398; (68. - Registrar of Co-operative Societies), 2400;
(70. - Irrigation Annually Recurrent), 2404; (71. - Irrigation Extra-
ordinary), 2409, 2417, 2418; (77. - Minister of Local Administration),
2446; (78. - Commissioner of Local Government), 2457 - 8, 2459,
2460, 2461 - 2; (80. - Commissioner of Motor Transport), 2471; (92.
- Medical and Sanitary Services), 2498, 2499, 2500, 2501; (111. - Edu-
cation), 2710, 2711, 2733; (120. - Minister of Communications and
Works), 2773.

Arachchi of Amitirigala, Kegalla, 3271.

Bridge, Second Road, over Kelani - ganga, 3080, 3081, 3083.

Buddhist Antiquities in the Maldive Islands, 2476, 3244.

Buddhist Priests: Employment in Government Service, 257.

Charitable allowances: Increase of vote, 221.

Coir and Textile Industry: Demonstration Units, 1205.

Colonization Schemes, Middle-class, 1602, 3241.
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Court of Criminal Appeal: Rules, 2895.

Criminal Procedure Code (Amendment) Bill, 794.

Crown Lands Bill, 1282 - 3.

Crown Land, Grant of, to cultivators, 1397, 3239.

Defence Force, Ceylon: Instructor, 1474.

Diet, Minimum, 1459, 3240.

Divisional Superintendents of Post Offices, 3039 - 41, 3046.

Domirion Status for Ceylon, 1534.

Education, Special Committee on, 1330, 1331, 1333 - 7.

Electoral Registers: Non-Ceylonese voters, 875-7, 878, 945.

Employment of Kandyan villagers, 96.

Employment Scheme: Senior Certificate Holders, 460, 3235.

Enemy Property: Allianz and Stuttgarter Life Insurance Bank, Ltd.,
2477, 2478.

Estates in thickly populated areas: Purchase for settlement of landless
villagers, 3218.

Examination: Senior School Certificate (English), 3140, 3246.

Farm School for Tawalantenna, 1602, 3243.

Feeding of school children, 390.

Flood damages, 1991 - 2, 1996.

Fleod victims, Relief to, 3220, 3221.

Foodstuffs, Prices of, 3218.

Grants: Housecraft Syllabus and Home Occupation Classes, 691, 1462,

Grants to Local Authorities for repairing V.C. and D.R.C. roads and
bridges damaged by rains, 971, 1174.

Harbour Police, S. Peter de Silva and P.C. 933 of the 1393.

Holiday, Public, on Sanghamitta Day, 260, 1375.

Hydro-Electric Scheme: Special Apprentices, 741.

Import Duties, Petrol and Sugar, 2841, 2842, 2846-7, 2849.

Income Tax; Increase of Unit Rate, 1823, 1827-8, 1835, 1837, 1866, 1867.

Indigenous Medicine Bill, 1232-5.

Indo-Ceylon Relations Delegation, 2076, 2114.

Industrial Education Scheme, 1118-9.

Internal Security Scheme, 291, 248.

Irrigation Channels, Repairs to 971, 1174.

Irrigation, Repairs to Village Works, 1321-2.

Irrigation, Village, drainage, and Flood Protection Works, 1198, 1199.

Irrigation Works, Village, 1196, 1197.
Jurors: Income Qualification, 355, 3235.
Land Acquisition for village expansion, 3240.

Land in Pata and Uda Dumbara: Alienation to landless villagers, 1820,
3242.
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Land: Undeveloped areas adjoining estates in Central Provinces
3247-8.

Land for villagers of Kalatawawa, 2088, 3243.

Law College Admissions: Knowledge of Sinhalese or Tamil, 200, 3234.

Leave of Absence: Perera, Dr. N. M. ,1511.

Local Authorities (War Contribution) Bill, 3200.

Mahara Quarry: Loss on working, 2942.

Minipe Scheme: 1938-39 Contract for transport of stores and materials
3280.

Minipe Yodi-ela Scheme: Issue of planting material 1014.

Moneylenders: Registration and licensing, 96, 211.

Mooloya Estate Labour Dispute: Censure on the Minister of Home
Affairs. 204.
Message of the Governor, 481, 482.
Non-participation in working Constitution, 583, 584, 600, 630-5,
648, 649, 652.

Motor Regulations: Minimum Fares, 3224.

Motor Vehicles: Licensing Fees, 2904, 3230.

Museum, Colombo, and Library: Removal to Kandy, 3052.

Old Age Pensions Scheme, 460, 3235.

Orphanages, Provincial, 221.

Paddy fields destroyed by floods, Restoration of, 1397, 3238.

Paper Training Master, 2961.

Pension or gratuity for Mr. R. B. Niyarapola, 221.

Petrol tax, 3275.

Police: Register of persons complained against, 1461.
Sub-Inspectors (Port), 3289-90, 3291, 3292.

Port Commission: Repairs to Walker & Sons’ Slipway, 1788.

Post Office; Nildandahena, 3265.

Post Office and Telegraphs: Cost of State Cablegrams, &c., 116, 117.

Provincial Councils, 1368-70.

Quinine Factory: Chemist Superintendent, 3228.

Quoting from documents not before Council (ruling), 1970.

Railway: Transportation Expenses, 2828.

Relief of Distress, 1423-4, 1430, 1434.

Repairs to elas, amunas, &c., damaged by rains, 1311, 3239,

Ridi Bendi-ela Scheme, 1052-3.

Road: Padiyapelella-Maturata, 3266.

Roads and Bridges damaged by rains: Delay of P.W.D. in effecting repairs,
971, 1174.

Road to Kurukohogama, Poddalgoda and Heeloya 812, 1173.

State Council: Extension of Duration (Re-election of Executive Commit-
tees &c.) 3014, 3017, 3085, 3141-7, 3161, 3180, 3191-4.
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Subsidy for handloom weaving industry, 221.

Tank, Wewara, Udattawa, 226.

Tea Control (Amendment) Bill (Coupon Credit Bank), 3061, 3062.

Tea Control Department: Estimates of Income and Expenditure, 1163.
Textile (Quotas) Order in Council, 220.

University College: Admission to Intermediate Courses, 193.

Village expansion: Acquisition of land by Government, 1602.

Vote of No-Confidence: The Hon. Sir D. B. Jayatilleka, 712.

Wages and Salaries, Increase of on account of war, 3021, 3023, 3024
War Contribution, 1259.

War Defence measures: Advisory Committee, 222.

Watadage and Gal Vihare, Control of, 264.

Water Supply, Diyatalawa: Augmentation, 3076-7.

Rat-proof Rice Store for Dandagamuwa, 1381.

1941

Agriculture, Deputy Director of, 1733.

Anuradhapura: Preservation of Historic City amd New Town Scheme,
315, 316, 317, 318-20.

Appeal Petitions, Amendment of Law Relating to, 3061.

Appropriation Bill, 1941-42. 1459-69, 1502, 1661, 1666, 1667, 1673,
1771, 1773. Committee:- (1. - H. E. the Governor). 1780-1; (3. - State
Council), 1790, 1794, 1795, 1797; (4. - Audit Office), 1800-1, 1802
1803, 1804, 1805; (5. - Chief Secretary), 1806, 1807, 1808, 1809, 1812;
(6. - Civil Service), 1814, 1818, 1819, 1920; (7. - Clerical Service),
1831-2, 1833, 1835, 1836; (8. - Ceylon Naval Volunteer Force), 1837;
(9. - Ceylon Defence Force), 1838-41, 1850; (10. - Other Defence
Expenditure), 1855; (18. - Attorney-General), 1860-1, 1866, 1867-9,
1893-7, 1907, 1908, 1911-2; (20. - Public Trustee), 1916-7, 1918.
1938-9, 1941, 1942; (21. - District Courts), 1920; (49. - Provincial
Administration), 1972, 1973, 1974, 1975; (51. - Police), 1977, 1979,
1980, 1982, 1983, 1985, 1988, 1992, 1998, 2001; (52. - Prisons), 2002,
2003; (54. - Zoological Gardens), 2009; (60. - Minister of Agriculture
and Lands),2009; (61.- Commissioner for Development of Agricutural
Marketing), 2014, 2015; (62. - Appeal Board (Land Settlement Ordi-
nance), 2015; (63. - Land Commissioner), 2024-6, 2041; (64 - Land
Settlement Department), 2028-9, 2030, 2031, (66. - Department of
Agriculture), 2034, 2038, 2040; (71. - Irrigation Extraordinary), 2046,
2047, 2048, 2049; (78. - Commissioner of Local Government, 2050,
2068, 2069, 2070, 2073, 2101-2; (79. - Valuation Department), 2105,
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2106, 2107; (92. - Medical and Sanitary Services), 2142, 2143, 2144,
2145, 2146-7 (93. - Medical College), 2150; (94. - Ayurvedic Medicine),
2155-7, 2166; (100. - Minister of Labour, Industry and Commerce),
2171, 2172, 2174, 2175; (101. - Registrar General), 2177, 2178, 2179,
2180; (103. - Director of Commerce and Industries), 2189, 2192,
2193, 2197, 2204, 2206, 2207; (104. - Controller of Labour), 2217,
2218, 2227, 2229-31; (110. - Minister of Education), 2241. 2244
(111. - Education), 2245, 2246, 2248-9, 2260, 2456, 2457-8; (121.
- Colombo Port Commission), 2290, 2291; (123. - Post Office and
Telegraphs), 2297, 2304, 2305, 2407-8, 2409, 2410, 2413, 2414, 2415,
2416, 2417, 2419; (124. - Public Works Department), 2423; (125.
- Public Works Annually Recurrent), 2424, 2427-8, 2429, 2430, 2431-2,
2433; (126. - Public Works Extraordinary), 2436, 2439, 2440, 2446,
2447; (127. - Civil Aviation), 2451; (128. - Railway Department),
2475-7.

Archivist, Government, department of, 2807, 3037.

Aviation, Civil: Training of Ceylonese for Post of Director, 3060.

Buddhist Temporalities Ordinance: Register of Bikkhus 79.

Ceylonese Nationality, Legal Definition of a 185.

Ceylon House, London: Cost of repairs &c., 490.

Compensation for Destruction of Field and Chena Crops, &c., 1420.

Co-operative Societies: Study Tour of Assistant Registrar in India, 1026.

Debt Conciliation (Amendment) Bill, 1291, 1292.

Defence: 4th Battalion, Ceylon Light Infantry, 2625, 2626.

Defence Force, Ceylon: Uniforms, 478, 479, 1412.

Defence: Improvements to Roads and Bridges, 1194.

Defence (Miscellaneous No. 3) Regulations: Regulation No. 1, 994, 1329.

Defence (Miscellaneous No. 3) Regulations: Release of Detenus, 967,
970-2 973.

Defence: Mobilization Emergency Stores, 2615-6.

Defence Works, Coastal, New. 1341-2.

Detenus, Maintenance of Families of 204-5.

Election Law and Procedure, 1112, 1113, 1117, 1122, 1299-300,1302, 1303.

Estate Staff: Pensions, 819, 1327.

Excess Profits Duty Bill, 2311, - 4,2317, 2356, 2357, 2358, 2362, 2364.

Explosives Magazine: New Site. 2395-6.

Farm, Model, Kottukachchiya, Puttalm, 412.
Farm Schools for Educated Young Men, 1389.
Flood Damages, Repairs Necessitated by, 1273.
Flood Protection Scheme: Bolgoda, 371.
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Food Control: Ration Books, 1031, 1033.

Glass Factory, 1283.

Governor’s Powers (Delegation) Bill, 921-2.

Grant for providing water supply to Hurikaduwa, 1333.

Grants to Village Committees for construction of wells, 185.

Hospital, General, Colombo: Equipment and Instruments for New
Operating Theatre, 1223.

Hospital Kandy: Improvement of Conditions, 1166, 3034.

Immigration Bill. 280, 281, 283, 538, 542, 577, 583, 647-53, 695, 703.

Income Tax (Special Provisions) Bill, 1429.

Indian Delegation, Expenses of, 1679-81, 1682, 1689.

Inde-Ceylen Relations, 1443, 2053, 2054, 2125, 2126, 2127, 3035.

Industrial Research. 881-2, 884.

Industrial, Workshops, Establishment of, 1225-6.

Industries, Coir and Textile and Cottage, 344, 345, 348-9.

Irrigation : Clearing and Reparing of Amunas and Patahas, 1351.
Operator for Earth Moving Machinery, 2099.
Village Works, 874, 875.

Kathi Courts : Language of Proceedings, 2731, 3037.
Leave of Absence : Perera, Dr. N. M., 993.
Gunawardena, Mr. D. P. R. 993.

Loan Funds : Appropriation of Money, 151-3.
Local Option Rules, 1070, 1071, 1085-6, 1087, 1088, 1089, 1090, 1097.
Manufacture of Matches : Regulations, 901.
Market, Wattegama : Fish and Vegetable Stall, 115.
Maternity Benefits Regulations, 1433, 1434, 2087.
Medical (Amendment) Bill , 1387, 1388.
Medical and Sanitary Services :
Examinations, 2388-9.
Reserve Stock of Quinine, 878.
Subsistence and Training Allowance to Dr. G. S. W. de saram, 878.
Mineralogy, Department of : Travelling, 1220.
Niyarapola, Mr. R. B., 2904.
Paddy Fields, Cultivation of, 561.
Paddy Fields in Dumbara : Repair of Damages, 2349, 3035,
Pension to Sir Frank Stockdale, Late Director of Agriculture, Ceylon.
2586-7, 2592, 2596.
Petitions : Andiris, H., 1297.
Police, Kanadana, Inquiry into Allegations Against, 1761-3.
Printing Committee : 3057.
Prisoners of War : Utilization of Services on Food Production

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



39

Sc - hemes, 462.
Prisons : Personal Emoluments, 33.
Provincial Administration : Festivals and Pilgrimages, 2094.
Travelling Expenses of Revenue Officers, 1416.
Public Bodies (Prevention of Corruption) Bill, 942-3.
Public Holidays : Employees of Mercantile Firms, 180.
Public Servants : Relief of Indebtedness, 1005-6.

Rabies (Amendment) Bill, 1039.

Railway : 48 hour Working Week at Ratmalana Workshops, 48.
Loss on Working, 1252-3.

Reforms : Self-Government for Ceylon (Anglo American Declaration),
1869, 2076, 2077, 3036.

Repatriation of Destitute Immigrants, 1408.

Rice Mill, Anuradhapura : Loss on Advance Account, 870-1, 872.
Road Colombo-Galle, Widening, 1887-8, 1890.

Road Extension, Kukul Korale. 1363.

Stamps, Postal and Revenue, 867.

Telephone System, Modernizing the, 1882.
Transport Commission : Recommendations, 463.

Unemployed in Rural Areas, Register of, 3062.
Unemployment Bureau, Kandy, 827.
Unemployment Relief : War Allowance, 887.
University Buildings, 663, 1333.

University College : Advertising Post of Lecturer in Philosophy, 2095,
2096.

Vaccinators, Pupil, 521.

Village Tribunals Bill, 2816, 2818.

Village Tribunals : Personal Emoluments, &c., 1051.

War Allowance, 310-1.

War Contribution : Purchase of Local Products, 1352-3, 1354, 1355.
War Defence Measures, 854-5.

War Supplies, Department of 340-1.

Water Supply Schemes : Hurikaduwa, 663, Kurunegala, 1425.
Waterworks Scheme, Kalatuwawa : Loan to Colombo Municipality, 1346.
Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance, Payments under, 1344-5.
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1943

Advertisements, Government : Amount spent in 1942-43, 769.

Agriculture and Lands, Minister of : Travelling, 2197, 2198, 2201, 2202,
2203.

Appropriation Bill, 1943-44, 1366, 1383-94, 1497, 1615, 1687, 1688,
1689, 2317, 2318. Committee: (1. - H. E. the Governor) 1713, 1714;
(3. - State Council) 1715, 1717, 1718, 1719, 1720, 1722, 1724, 1725, 1726
(4. - Audit Office), 1727; (5. - Chief Secretary) 1728-30, 1734, 1739,
1747-8, 1749, 1751, 1752, 1760, 1762, 1763; (6. - Civil Service) By
(17. - Legal Secretary) 1790, 1795, 1796, 1797, 1800, 1801, 1802;
61. - Commissioner for Development of Agricultural Marketing)
1843; (63. -Land Commissioner) 1845;(103. - Director of Commerce and
Industries) 1958; (11. - Education) 2011, 2021, 2024-5; (112. - Grant
to the University of Ceylon) 2037, 2039, 2042, 2043.

Atlantic Charter : Anglo-American Eight-Point Declaration, 2493.

Commissioner for Development of Agricultural Marketing : Establishment
of Rice Hullers, 2670.

Courts of Request : Raising of Jurisdictional Limit, 1338.

Currency (Amendment) Bill, 2470-1.

Defence (Miscellaneous No. 3) Regulations : Detention of Persons,
1334, 1336-7.

Detenus : Release of, 317-8, 324, 2601-3.

Dominion Status for Ceylon, 2491, 2492.

Estate Staffs : Pensions for, 1347-8.

Food : (Controller : Stationery, &c., and rent) 2357, 2358: (Control
Orders) 1712; (Production) 114, 123-127; (Production Campaign) 2321;
(Profiteering, Black Market, &c.) 334, 335, 336-40; (Purchase of rice,
&c., for Ceylon by United Kingdom Government) 45-50, 56-7.

Foodstuffs and other essential commodities : Statement on distribution
of, 299, 332, 333.

Gandhi, Mahatma : Release of, 330-2.

Imperial Forces : Alleged misbehaviour, 2284, 2286.

Indigenous Medicine : Travelling, 181, 182.

Jurors, English-speaking : Reduction of Income Qualifications, 1335.

Kathi Court : Tamil as Language of Proceedings, 79.
Land, Crown; Grants for bonafide cultivation, 1341.
Loan, National, Bill. 2227-8.
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Mortgage Commission, 2535, 2536, 2537-8.

Paddy for Buddha Pujas, &c., 1737, 2591.

Paddy : Payment per cultivated acre of, 328.

Pension to the widow of the late Mr. H. W. Charles Singho, 2328, 2330,

2331.

Police, Kurunegala Town : Complaint against, made by S. Appuhamy,
1737,5 2591,

Police Officers and Headmen: Strictures passed by Judges and Magistrates,
2479.

Postmasters, Local Assistant, 2594.

Public Works Department : Stationery, office furniture, &c., 2370.

Railway : (Additional staff) 194-6; (Irregularities at Jaffna Station :
Salaries, &c., of officer to inquire into), 2572-3.

Relief Fund, Bengal ; Grant to, 2354, 2355.

Rubber : Raising of Price, 467-8, 470, 471.

State Council : Personal emoluments, accommodation for outstation
Members, &c., 2353.

Textile and Mat-weaving Demonstration Centres, 2401.
Tuberculesis Hospital : Transfer of New Buildings to Government, 179, 180

Village Tribunals (Amendment) Bill, 2623-5, 2636.
War allowances, 1583.
1944

Agriculture and Lands, Minister of : Personal Emoluments, &c., 167.
Alvapillai, Mr. K., C. C. S,, Bonus to, 596.
Appropriation Bill, 1944-45. Committee:-(17. - Legal Secretary) 2057-9;

(23. - Village Tribunals), 2079; (71. - Irrigation Extraordinary), 2208;
(72. - Food Controller), 2210-11.

Bank Employees : Minimum and maximum salaries, &c., 46.
Buddha, The, Filming of Life of, 238-239.
Buffalo Advance Account : Irrecoverable amounts, 795-6.

Civil Service Examination, 2824-5.
Clerical Service, General, Class : Additional posts, 364.
District Courts : Personal Emoluments (Additional Staff), 20, 21-2, 26-7.
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Education : Board and lodging for poor children attending Central
Schools and acquisition of Arasadi Training School, 2853, 2860-2.
Members of Executive Committee (School Managers and Teachers),
2485-6.
Minister of, Civil Service (Class 1I) Non-New-entrant salary scale
for Secretary, 1944, 1987.
Reform of System, 843, 849, 854, 858, 948.

Elections to public bodies : Flags on public roads, 40.

Emergency expenditure, 489, 491-2, 494, 498, 499, 500, 564-65.

Food Production, 575-580, 590.
Food Production : Inauguration of planned campaign, 2464.

Hospital, Rural, for Katugastota, 2466.
Housing and Town Improvement Ordinance : Application to Mailapitiya
villages, 2576. Application to Teldeniya, 2573-4.

Income Tax, Estate Duty and Stamps, Department of : New-entrant
Assessors and Assistant Assessors, 2738.

Industrial Corporation, 653-5.

Internal Purchase Scheme : Suspension of operation in Kandy District,

1905, 2467.

Irrigation Department, Field Assistants, 679.

Irrigation : Engineers, 383-384. Improvements to storage accommo-
dation at Plant Store, Western Province, 203. Works, Construction
of, by cultivators, 474, 610.

Katugastota Bridge, Footpath for pedestrians on, 2466.

Land Development Corps, Formation of a 408-9, 528, 540, 544.
Land Redemption Bill, 508.

Marriage : Age of consent, 955.

Paddy : Allowance to cultivators, 422, 423, 610.
Cultivators : Issue of cloth to, 474, 610.
Levy of one bushel per pela, 474, 610.
Purchase price and cost of production, 474, 610.
Seizure of Dalada Maligawa stock, 2623, 2791-2.

Pensions : Grants to ex-Government Servants and their dependants, 191,
192.

Postmasters and Signallers, Grade II. : Examination to be held on
February 27, 1944, 45.
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Postmasters, Sub-, Salary Scale, &c., 2466.
Post-War Reconstruction and Development Reserve, 1083-4.
Powers and Privileges : Newspaper references, to the Council 1002.
Public Accounts Committee Report, 355, 827, 828, 835-36.
Relief, Poor : Charitable Payments and Grants, 211, 212, 214-16, 219,
Rice Rations of Kandy consumers, 40, 2463.
Rice, Removal of two months’ coupons, 473.
School children, Feeding of,
Allowance to Supervising Teachers, 182, 868.
Increase of rate, 182, 868.
Social Services : Commission of Inquiry, 55-7.
Sinhalese as official language of Ceylon, 750-1.

Taverns near Military Camps : Closure for duration, 351, 869.
Textile Control Department, Reorganization of : Additional Staff, 2757.
Textiles : Purchase and importation, 799, 800.

University, Ceylon : Admission from Eastern and Kandyan Provinces, 909.
Grant of 20 bursaries in Faculty of Medicine, 935.

Vote of Condolence : Sir D. B. Jayatilaka, K.B.E., 906.

War Allowance, 837.
War Allowance : Alteration of rate, 1103-4.
War Allowances for all Public Servants, 955.

1945

Atlantic Charter, 77.

Ceylon (Constitution) Bill, 1035, 1109-19, 1358, 1364, 1365, 1391-2,
1393, 1394, 1429, 1443, 1694, 1695, 1696-7, 1698, 1699, 1724, 1732,
1987, 1988-91, 2006, 2045-7.

“Ceylon House’’, Bombay, 167, 168.

Civil Service Examination : Viva Voce Test, 1302.
Detenus, Release of, 2665, 2667-72.
Education : Reform of System, 2799-2810, 2812, 2813, 2820-1.

Govt. Press and Information Department, 2239.
Grants to Village Committees, 2636.

Hospital, Rural, for Katugastota, 1298.

Internal Purchase scheme, Revision of, 1413, 1942.
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Jayatilaka, Mr. R. E. (Ruanwella) : Transfer to Executive Committee
of Education, 1963.

Minipe Scheme, 2158, 2635.
Mohamed, Mr. M. N. P., Inspector of Police, Dismissal of, 2246.

National Development Fund, 2030, 2244.

Paddy Cultivators, Assistance to, 1413, 1942.
Paddy, Seed, 1942.
Peace Conferences, Representation for Ceylon at, 2253-55.
Pension, Old Age, 94.
Perera, Mr. M. S., Retired Apothecary : Injury Allowance, 1644, 1647-8.
Petitions : Banda, R. M. P., 2.
Powers and Privileges : Newspaper References to Council, 1472-3, 1474,
1477, 1483, 1517-8.
Roads, V. C. : Conversion into P.W.D. Roads (Post-War Scheme), 2626.
School Children, Midday meal for, 2030, 2244.
School for Beragama Colony, 1940.
Seed Paddy for Cultivators, 1413.
State Council, Dissolution of, 1340-2.
Supplementary Estimates, 1944-5 -
Head 7, Clerical Service, 1254-8.
Head 21, District Court, 2210, 2211.
Head 39, Government Press, 2222-3.
Head 49, Provincial Administration, 2338-9.
Head 69, Irrigation Department, 2372- 2378.
Head 71, Irrigation Extraordinary, 1621.
Head 78, Commissioner of Local Government, 1626-7.
Head 107, Controller of Textiles, 2438, 2447, 2450-4, 2460.
Head 125, Public Works Annually Recurrent, 1635.

Teachers, Family Allowances for, 2237, 2637.
Textiles, American: Distribution of, 1306, 1307-8.
Vote of Condolence : Mr. D. M. Rajapaksa, 2394-5.
War Allowance, 2071-4, 2713-17.

Waterworks Dept,. Establishment of a, 2639.

1946
Clerks, Assistant : General Clerical Examination, 1665.

Controls: Torchlight Batteries, Cartridges, &c., 529.
Tyres, Tubes, &c., 529.
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Dispensers : Registration as Medical Practitioners, 533.
Elections : Secrecy of Ballot, 1695.
Food Supplies, 566, 568, 569, 635-40.

Hospitals, Rural, and Maternity Homes, 529.
Huwandiram Tax : Abolition, 142, 538.

Internal Purchase Scheme : Exemption Limit, 142, 538.
Old Palace, Kandy : Conversion into National Museum, 528.
Petitions : Banda, T. K. G. Ukku, 141.

Salaries’ Committee Report, 1178, 1179, 1180, 1203, 1213-29, 1254, 1298.
Scholarships in Oriental Arts, Music and Dancing, 11.
School-Buildings : Replacements &c. (Loan Funds), 530.

1947

Apothecaries : Medical Practice upon Retirement, 759.
Archives : Administration Report, 313.

Document Repairers and Binders, 313.

Equipment, 312.

Location at Kandy, 313.

Research Scholarships, 313.

Buddhist Temporalities (Amendment) Bill, 2205-6, 2207.

Cocoa : Restrictions on Export and Trade, 320, 323.

Commerce & Industries, Department of : Travelling concessions for
employees paid from Cottage Industries Vote, 198.

Co-operative Department :
Deputy Registrar and other Officers (Dismissal), 145.
Temporary Officers (Sub-Inspectors, &c.,) 298, 760.

Dismissal of Ex-Escort Peon, K. M. Cooray, 417.

Dismissal of Mr. M.N.P. Mohamed, Inspector of Police, 155,156,161, 162.
163, 164, 1033.

Dismissal of P. C. No. 1923, K. M. H. Banda Yatawara, 415-6.
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Education (Amendment) Bill, 1159, 1160-3, 1170, 1171-81.

Estates : Managerial and Staff Appointments (Ceylonese), 795-6.

Export Duties : Tea Rubber, &c., 627, 647-50.

Holidays, Public : Sinhalese and Hindu New Year, 438, 439.

Housing Accommodation : Government Officers at Kandy, 319.

Import Licences : Percentage for Ceylonese Firms, 771.

Law Society (Incorporation) Bill, 1059, 1060, 1062.

Mohamed, Mr. M. N. P., 1033.

Notaries, Tamil, Eastern Province, 142, 143, “Paranagama’® Change of
Name, 311.

Pension, Minimum, 310.

Pensions, and Gratuities: Teachers Retired, 14-5.
Pensions, (Uncertificated Teachers), 312.

Petitions :
De Silva, Mr. O. P. Porolis, 1255.
Elpitiya, Bhikkshu Sangamaya, 1255.
Samasta Lanka Eksat Sangama, 1255.
Udu Nuwara Niggrodhaketta Pariwenasthana of Udarata, Attasassi,

Maha Sangha Sabha, 1255.
Ven’ble Batuwangaja Jinananda Thero, 1255.

Postmasters, Local, &c., 1683.

Post Office, Sub-, for Doragamuwa, 134, 318.

Printers, Ceylon, Limited, Kandy Branch, 1096.

Public Security Ordinance, 2274.

Railway : Wijeratne, Mr. J. M., Clerk, Class II., 377-9, 380, 382.
Relics of Arahats Sariputtra and Mogallana : Caskets, 1107-8.
State Council, Dissolution of, and General Election (Interval), 328-9.

Supplementary Estimates, 1946-47.

Head 5, Chief Secretary, 71-3, 79-80.

Head 40, Department of Income Tax, Estate Duty & Stamps, 569-70.
Head 42, Miscellaneous Services, 503-5.

Head 69, Irrigation Department, 967-8.

Head 78, Commissioner of Local Government, 973-4, 977.

Head 80, Commissioner of Motor Transport, 105.

Head 92, Medical & Sanitary Services, 982, 985, 986, 990.

Head 103, Director of Commerce & Industries, 1400-1.

Head III, Education, 286, 2350, 2351.

Railway Estimates, 867-8, 869.

Part IV., Loan Fund Expenditure, 239-41, 1007-8, 1009-10, 1019.
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Tea Refuse, 1096.

U. N. O. : Case of Ceylon (Treaty of March 2, 1815), 758.
Vegetable Seeds (Import Restrictions), 298, 761.

Village Expansion (Acquisition of Estates, Etc.), 759. 1092.
Water Supply Schemes (Separate Department), 759.

Standing Orders, Amendment of, 784-6.
Supplementary Estimates, 1945-46:
Head 20, Public Trustee, 704.
Head 80, Commissioner of Motor Transport, 751, 752.
Head 92, Medical and Sanitary Services, 85-6.
Head 126, Public Works Extraordinary, 126, 127.
Part IV., Loan Fund Expenditure, 116-7.
Teachers, Training of : Payment of Salary, 774.
Teachers, Uncertificated, 1665.
Textile Control : Abolition of Department, 798-806, 821.
University Education : Facilities (Vernacular Teachers), 774.
Village Tribunal, Urubokke : Conversion of Building, 529.

1947-48

Appropriation Bill, 1947-48
Com.:

(2. - Prime Minister), 1495.

(60. - Department of Information), 1882, 1883, 1884,

(73. - Irrigation Department), 2036.

(79. - Minister of Food and Co-operative Undertakings), 2110.
2123, 2130, 2189, 2140, 2141, 2143, 2144, 2145, 2146, 2147, 2148,
2154, 2155, 2139.

(80. - Food Commissioner (Control and Distribution), 2161, 2163,
2164, 2165, 2166, 2167, 2168, 2169.

(81. - Food Commissioner (Supplies), 2172, 2173, 2174, 2175,
2177, 2178, 2179, 2180, 2181, 2182, 2183, 2184.

(82. - Registrar of Co-operative Societies), 2202, 2203, 2204, 2205,
2206, 2207, 2208, 2211, 2212, 2213, 2214, 2215, 2216,
2218, 2219, 2220, 2221, 2222, 2223, 2225, 2226.

(83. - Commissioner of Co-operative Development), 2231, 2233,
2234, 2236.

Ceylon, Independence for :
Motion rejoicing over attainment, 475, 487-499, 534, 587, 592, 600.
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Co-operative Department :

Co-operative Labour Society in Trincomalee, details re, 1453, 1454.
Cost-of-living index :

Inclusion of increased price for rice and bread, in calculation, 3683.

Food :
Expenditure on imports, internal purchase of paddy, and on
subsidiary foodstuffs, 3424-3526.
Flour and bread : increase in price (Adjournment motion to discuss),
3592-3603, 3607.
Food Control :
Internal purchase scheme :
Field Assistants : discontinuance from employment, 3619-3620.
Midday meals to workers : supply of rice instead of bread, 3683.
Onions, red : shortage of, 3683.
Rice ration : increase in, 3307, 3308, 3315.
Rice ration books assigned to co-operative stores: transfers, 953,954,
955.
Food rations (rice, flour and sugar)
Doubling of, during Independence
week, 3311.

Governor’s Speech on Opening of Parliament :
Address in reply:
Debate, 66.

Milk Feeding Scheme:
Establishment of centres on estates,1 342.

Paddy: Internal Purchase Scheme (Announcement), 3540, 3541.
Internal purchase scheme: suspension, 3625.

1948-49

Appropriation Bill, 1948-49 :
2R, 1449; 1526, 1531, 1639, 1640, 1685; 1801, 1802, 1805, 1810 1825.

Civil Service :

Re-employment of retired members, 263.
Coconut and Firewood supply scheme :

Discharge of drivers and cleaners, 892..
Co-operative Department :

Peons employed as sweepers, 902.
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Co-operative societies
Stock account books, 823, 824.
Co-operative Stores :
Disputes in, 362.
Co-operative Stores (Union(s) : Salpiti Korale: cash shortage, 822.
Cost-of-living index : reasons for rise in, 350.
Education Ordinance :

Regulations:
School Grant (Revised Conditions), 773, 785, 791, 793-796, 801.

Food : flour, reduction in price, 350. red onions shortage of supplies,
252-254.
Rice: price in Batticaloa, 638.
Sugar : sale without allowance for weight of sacks, 28.
Sugar and flour : de-control, 531.

Food Control (Amendment) Bill :
2R, 707-708, 709, Com., 710; 3R, 710.

Milk feeding Centres:
Opening of, 288, 289, 290.

Paddy : Internal purchase scheme:
Bonus to headmen, 905.
Shortages in Trincomalee stores, 904, 905.
Taken over from peasants; delay in payment, 727, 728.

Sterling balances:

Motion disapproving agreement with United Kingdom, 933, 964, 975.
Supplementary Supply :

(81. - Department of Food Commissioner (Supplies),

148, 1161, 1164, 1172, 1174, 1175, 1176, 1192, 1193.

Trade Unions (Amendment) Bill :
2R, 554.

Transport and Works, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of :
Import of bag of rice from Pakistan, 187, 188, 189.

Workers :
Eight-hour working day and forty-hour week: Motion urging, 1123.

Appropriation Bill, 1948-49 :
Com.;
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(2. - Prime Minister), 37.
(14. - Minister of Defence and External Affairs), 98.
(16. - Department of External Affairs Abroad), 138.
(30. - Civil Service), 219.
(79. - Minister of Food and Co-operative Undertakings),
894, 895, 896-901.
(80. - Food Commissioner (Control and Distribution)
(Emergency Department) ), 909, 910, 911, 913-916, 917, 918.
(81. - Food Commissioner (Supplies) ), 920, 921-922, 923, 924, 934-936
(82. - Registrar of Co-operative Societies),
939, 940, 942, 943, 944-945, 946.
(101. - Education Department), 1028.
(105. - Ceylon Technical College Department), 1105.
(110. - Commissioner of Labour), 1145.
(132. - Director of Industries), 1362.
(152. - Loss on Railway Working), 1618.

Citizenship Bill :
2R, 1686, 1767-1775.
Customs Ordinance :
Resolution imposing : Export duty on desiccated coconut, 2050.

Immigrants and Emigrants Bill :
2R, 1881, 1882, 1883, 1884, 1914, 1917;
Com., 1997.

Supplementary Supply:
New Head (154. - Loss on Railway Working), 2142.

Administrative Regulation No. 208B:
Motion urging withdrawal, 1561.

Bogawantalawa : milk feeding centre, 1422.
Budget leakage : no-confidence Motion, 638.
Burma, assistance to :
Discussion on Motion for Adjournment, 2 600, 2616, 2629.

Cattle Trespass (Amendment) Bill:
Com., 2210.
Co-operative Consumer Societies :
Volume of trade, 1495.
Co-operative societies :
Functioning of, “for benefit of affluent members”, 282.
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In liquidation, 1182-1183.
Co-operative Societies (Amendment) Bill :
2R, 2027-2039, 2043, 2045; Com., 2198-2207; 3R, 2207.
Watchers : conditions of service, 1860.
Co-operative Wholesale Establishment : ..
Deductions from wages of employees, 419.retrenchment, 2076.

Education, Director of (Acting) :
Reason for retirement, 1780.

Floods:
Colombo Municipal Council area:
Provision of milk to children affected, 2298.
Food :
Adulteration, prevention of, 1112.
Flour made available to Naval Supply Stores, Trincomalee, 1402-3.
Loss of rice and flour in Puttalam kachcheri, 149, 150.
Motion urging 1939 prices for foodstuffs, 195-200.
Paddy:
Price paid by Government : Motion urging increase, 1152, 1164.
Rice : complaint re quality, 208.
Rice ration :
Increase in, 1572-73.
Motion urging increase, 1298, 1300, 1306-1316.

Sugar :
Imports (countries of origin), 810.
Lost in the granaries, 2382.

Food Control Ordinance :
Orders, 30, 31; 2027.

Gal Oya Scheme :
Work of Marketing Department at, 1573.

Housing Loans Bill :
2R, 2278.

Indian Residents (Citizenship) Bill :

2R, 451, 463-471; 484-487, 534; Com., 958,
Industrial Products Bill :

2R, 1720, 1724,
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Internal Purchase Scheme :
Purchasing agents :
Release of securities, 1864.

Milk feeding centre (s) :

Nimandama : additional centre, 2231.
Milk foods :

Rise in prices, 1573.

Parliamentary procedure :

“Betrayal” use of word in reference to a Member, not in Order. 464.
Public assistance :

Delays, 1340.

Road (s) :
D. R. C. roads : supply of tar, 1245.

Speaker :

Motion that he has forfeited confidence of House, 1437.
Supplementary Supply :

(80. - Food Commissioner (Control and Distribution), 1040.

Tariff Agreements or Treaties :
Motion urging prior approval of Parliament, 2100.

1949-50

Appropriation Bill, 1949-50 :
2R, 405, 406, 416, 427, 428, 977, 984.
Com. :

(16. - Department of External Affairs Abroad), 1525.

(37. - Miscellaneous Services), 2258.

(52. - Excise Department), 1617.

(76. - Department of Land Development), 1735.

(79. - Minister of Food and Co-operative Undertakings), 1739.

(80. - Food Commissioner (Control and Distribution)
(Emergency Department) ), 1741, 1742, 1743.

(81. - Food Commissioner (Supplies) ), 1767-8, 1768-9, 1770.
1172, 1773,

(82. - Registrar of Co-operative Societies), 1775-6, 1777, 1778.

(83. - Commissioner of Co-opeérative Development), 1780-1, 1782,
1783, 1784, 1785.

(101. - Education Department), 1972.
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(132. - Department of Industries), 2270.

(149. - Commissioner of Motor Transport), 2645.
(Part II. - Government Railway), 2697.

(Part I1I. - Electrical Undertakings), 2726.

Food :
Flour unfit for human consumption, issue of, 2712.
Rice, broken, distribution of, 2712.
Rice unfit for human consumption, destroyed, 482, 483.

Governor-General’s Speech on Opening of Parliament :
Address in reply, Debate, 195.

Air Navigation Bill (Senate) : Com., 1881.

Bopatalawa Cattle Farm : co-operative society, “mis-management’’, 1687.
Broadcasting, Department of : Supplementary Supply, Debate, 1035.
Business and Sittings of the House : 1991.
Commonwealth Foreign Ministers’ Conference :

expulsion of newspaper correspondent, 1228, 1229.
Co-operative Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors : Railway concessions to, 1239.
Co-operative Societies, Department of the Registrar of :

Supplementary Supply, Debate, 337.

Co-operative Societies Ordinance : Rules, Debate, 1851-2, 1855, 1857.
Co-operative Wholesale Establishment Bill : 2R, 595-7, 605-10, Com.,
612, 613-4, 617, 618-9, 620, 622, 623, 624, 625, 626, 627, 628; 3R, 629.

Currency Amendment Bill : 2R, 166.
“‘Depressed Castes’’ : disabilities, Commission on, Debate, 492.

Food and Co-operative Undertakings, Minister of :
Supplementary Supply, Debate, 335-6, 2196, 2197-8.
Food Commissioner (Supplies) : Supplementary Supply, Debate, 1244-5,
1246.
Food Control Ordinance : Orders, approved, 335.
Food Control Ordinance : Orders, Debate, 1993, 1994, 1996.
Food Supplies :
Coconuts:
Price to householders, reduction, 1021.
Sale through co-operative stores, subsidy, 1088.
Maldive fish :
Quantity released to private trade, 1982.
Quota for consumers attached to traders, 1909.
Rice, broken : distribution, 2063.
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Rice, unfit for human consumption : issue, 1546-7.
Food Supplies (Amendment) Bill : 2R, 59, 60, 62, 71, 72, 76, 77, 80,85.
3,R85.

Gal Oya Development Board Bill : Com., 671.
Government, Motions of No Confidence in :
(Commonwealth Foreign Ministers’ Conference : aid to Burma),
Debate, 1368, 1370, 1409.
(Failure to check increase in cost of living), Debate, 1492. 1506, 1636
1566, 1567, 1577-88, 1589, 1592.

Ilankaithura : co-operative society, recognition, 1277.
International Wheat Agreement : Statement, 7-10.
Japan, imporis from :
by Co-operative Wholesale Establishment, 1621.
Report of Mr. Jinadasa, 1232.

Milk Feeding Centres : management, control, change, 682.
Monetary Law Bill : 2R, 743, 870, 871, 872.

National Devel'opment Loan Bill : 2R, 1046, 1047.
Plantations : taking over by State, Debate, 1965.
Port of Colombo (Administration) Bill : 2R, 1311, 1330.

Tea : sale through co-operative stores, subsidy, 1088.
Valaithoddam Co-operative Fishing Society, loan to, 1277.

1950-51

Co-operative Societies : officials, criminal prosecutions, 809.
Co-operative Stores : defalcations, 810.
Co-operative Wholesale Establishment : defalcations, 810.
Food Supplies :
Flour : shortage of supplies, 526.
Onions and potatoes, rotting in harbour, 92, 638, 640.
Pepper, price of, 376.
Rice :
Country, increase in price, 30.
Ration, increase, cost, 533.
Sugar :
Restricted sales, price, 29.
Shortage of supplies, 525, 526.
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Parliamentary Procedure :
Appropriation Bill (Committee Stage) : Pictures, paper cuttings,
not suitable material for Committee Stage, 2827.
“never known Debate........ discussion to have so Degenerated”.
statement reflection on Chair (Speaker), 118.
Insinuations, 119.
Remarks, not Personal, 118.

Rice : Agreement with Burma, for purchase of, 2403-4.
Debate

Appropriation Bill, 1950-51 :

2R, 804, 890, 897, 922, 970, 979, 980-1001, 1056, 1261, 1315.
Com., :

(6. - House of Representatives), 1705.

(15. - Cevlon Defence), 1745.

(71. - Department of Agriculture), 2754.

(73. - Irrigation Department), 2782. ,

(79. - Minister of Food and Co-operative Undertakings), 2821, 2823-6,

2827, 2828, 2829, 2830.

(81. - Food Commissioner (Supplies) ), 2831, 2832, 2833, 2834-5.

(82. - Registrar of Co-operative Societies), 2837-8, 2839, 2840, 2841,2842

(83. - Commissioner of Co-operative Development), 2843, 2844,

Bretton Woods Agreements Bill : 2R, 2942,

Co-operative Federal Bank of Ceylon Limited (Financial Aid) Ordinance:
Resolution (Rs. 2,000,000 deposit), 122, 123, 125-6.

Food Control Ordinance : Orders, approved, (imported rice, transport),
111, 112, 115, 118-22.

Governor-General’s Speech, Address in Reply,
349, 362, 434, 437, 440, 490, 495, 507, 508, 511, 512.

Control of Prices Act : Regulations approved, 1212.

Co-operative Societies : criminal proceedings, instituted, stayed, 105.
employees, overtime, 1265.

Co-operative Stores : defalcations, 105.

Co-operative Wholesale Establishment : defalcations, 105.

Co-operative Wholesale Establishment Act : Regulations approved:
insurance, 1729.
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Food Control Act : Orders approved, 1212.
Food Control Ordinance : Orders approved : (imported rice, transport),
1071-2.
Food Supplies :
Flour: :
increased quantity, freight costs, Statement, 2030.
unwholesome, issue, 626.
Rice :
increased ration 1940, 2001.
increased supply, Statement, 2028-9.

Hospital (s) : Welisara Chest Hospital : diet, inadequacy, 1808.

Debate
Births and Deaths Registration Bill (Senate) : Com., 2104.

Co-operative Development, Commissioner of : Salaries and expenses;
Co-operative Wholesale Establishment, (S), 144, 145-6.

Co-operative Federal Bank of Ceylon, Ltd., (Financial Aid) Ordinance :
Resolution (loans to co-operative societies), 1883, 1884, 1885-6.

Cost of living, increase in : 1439-45.

Dearness Allowance for Public Servants, 1055, 1056.

Food Commissioner (Control & Distribution) : enumeration, (S), 2059-60.

Food Commissioner (Supplies) : Purchase and distribution, &c., of food;
subsidies, (S), 2062-3, 2064.

Insurance : Scheme for paddy crops, 1990.

Lands, Crown : alienation to landless, 1783.

Motor Traffic Bill : 2R, 837, 911.

National Language : use of, for conducting Government business,
1312, 1336, 1351-6.

Public Service Commission : Members, reappointment, 585, 594-5.

1951-52

Co-operative Development, Commissioner of :
Buildings requisitioned, compensation; Colombo food distribution
scheme, (S), 646-7.
Co-operative Societies :
disputes with employees, arbitration, 3749.
employees, conditions of service, 190-8.
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Food Control Act :
Orders approved, 617.

Hambantota :
rice ration books, delay in issuing, 694.

Washing soda, shortage, 79.
Workman’s ration book, conditions for issue, 3049-50.

Debate

Appropriation Bill, 1951-52 :
2R, 1231, 1416-30, 1437-59, 1536, 1563, 1571, 1584.

Com., :

(35. - Dept. of Census and Statistics), 2082.

(79. - Minister of Food and Co-operative Undertakings),
2656, 2658-60, 2661, 2662-3.

(80. - Food Commissioner (Control and Distribution) ), 2665-6.

(81. - Food Commissioner (Supplies) ), 2667, 2668, 2669-73, 2673-4,
2675, 2676, 2677, 2684, 2685-6, 2687, 2688, 2691, 2692, 2694,
2695, 2696.

(82. - Registrar of Co-operative Societies), 2697, 2698-701, 2703,
2704, 2712-4, 2715-6, 2719, 2720, 2721. :

(83. - Commissioner of Co-operative Development), 2722, 2724,
2726.

(133. - Department of Fisheries,) 3437.

(146. - Commissioner of Motor Traffic), 3586.

Colombo Port Commission :
Lighters, purchase of, (S) 635.

Co-operative Development, Commissioner of :
Salaries and expenses, (S), 557-8, 559.
Supply and distribution of firewood in Colombo, (8), 3718, 3779,
Supply and distribution of milk in Colombo, (8), 3779-80, 3781.

Governor-General’s speech :
Address in Reply, 289, 345, 346, 439, 350, 365-71.

Housing Loans Act :
Regulation (definition of ‘scheme’), 33.
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Miscellaneous Services :
Colombo Plan Exhibition, (S), 545.

Motor Traffic Act :
Regulations:
(licensing of bus conductors, ticket inspectors), 615.

Colombo Plan Exhibition :
food supply difficulties, 1323-4.
Co-operative Department :
Sub-Inspectors :
permanency for, 496.
Co-operative Societies (Special Provisions) Bill :
2R, 1842-3; 3R, 1843.
Co-operative Wholesale Establishment :
ex-employees : provident fund, security deposits, refund, 1599,
Co-operative Wholesale Establishment Act :
Regulations, approved, 103.

Food Control :
Rice Ration Books, lost :
issue of new books, 1322-3.
Food Control Act :
Orders approved : 1381.
Food subsidy :
additional cost, 301.

Kiriella Wasama :
headman, “Malpractices” over rice ration books, 1544.

Maldive fish :

ration, 96-7.
Milk Feeding Centres :

Removal of quota home, 1258.
Milk free :

issue to children, 1257.

Rice :
Supply from China, offers, 971.
transport contractor, Galle, payment delay, 1328-9.

Vel Vidanes :
rice ration work, remuneration, 1258.
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Debate

Ayurvedic Hospitals : :
establishment in important towns, 320.

Colombo :
Supply and distribution of firewood, scheme for, (S)
1799-800, 1801, 1802, 1803.

Food Commissioner (Supplies) :
Winding up expenses of Internal Purchase Scheme, &c., (S), 121-2.

Health Services Bill :
2R, 1498.

Kandy :
peasants in, land for, 712-5.
Midday meals to school children : (S) , 1811, 1813, 1814.
Speaker, Mr. :
Motion disapproving Ruling of (disallowing Motion re Constituent
Assembly), 817.

1952-53
Attanagalla electorate : “‘irregularities” at election, 513.
Business and Sittings of the House : 2001, 2002.

Election, General, 1952 :
Akuressa :
complaint against Junior Presiding Officer, Talarambe, 393.
complaint against Presiding Officer, Sultanagoda, 792.

Ballot Papers :
issued, unused papers returned, 519-28, 1094-6, 1097-1104.
percentages polled, 515-9.
printed in excess, 1094.
Presiding Officers, list, 3300.

Excise Department : overtime, (S), 4007.

Gold : for craftsmen, permits to purchase, 1830.
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Headmen, Superior : appointments, delay, 453.
Juwanis, Mr. K. K. : application for free timber, 3471.

Kapuduwa : Village Headman, appointment, 3991.
Kataragama : road to Tissamaharama, opening to vehicular traffic :
pilgrims from Batticaloa, transport, 3466-8.

Kinniya : Udayar, appointment, 3134-5,
Orphanages : grant, (S), 4114-5.

Probation Service : (S), 4115,
Ratmalana : tenants at Wedikanda, ejectment, 1830.

Rice : Quality, 1630, 1684.

Udamulla : Village Headman : retirement, new appointment, 1105.

Debate

Appropriation Bill, 1952-53 :
2R, 797, 800, 806, 807, 808, 958, 991, 1088, 1089, 1107, il 1113,
15, FLIT, 1121, 1174, 1177-80, 1181-1203, 1205, 1506, 1733, 1734,
1792 1173,
Com., :
(13. - Ceylon Defence), 2147, 2152, 2156, 2162, 2175.
(16. - Immigration and Emigration Department), 2325,
(17. - Department for the Registration of Indian and Pakistani
Residents), 2334.
(35. - Minister of Home Affairs), 2957, 2921-2, 2923, 2925, 2926,
2927, 2928.
(56. - Provincial Administration), 2958, 2959-60, 2962-3, 2964,
2965-6, 2968, 2969, 2971, 2972.
(57. - Excise Department), 2976, 2993, 2994, 2995, 2996-8, 2998-3001,
3002, 3003, 3004.
(58. - Department of Prisons and Probation), 3006, 3008, 3009,
3012, 3013-7, 3018, 3020, 3021, 3022, 3023, 3024.
(60. - Zoological Gardens), 3029-32.
(62. - Department of Parliamentary Elections), 3033, 3037, 3038,
3041, 3045, 3046, 3047, 3050, 3051-5, 3056, 3057, 3064, 3066-8,
3071, 3072, 3077-8, 3079.
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(63. - Department of Rural Development), 3087, 3093-9, 3100,
3101-2, 3103-4, 3105, 3106, 3107.

(64. - Department of Cottage Industries), 3110, 3117-9, 3119-20,
3121, 3122, 3123, 3124.

(79. - Minister of Agriculture and Food), 2768, 2769, 2771.

(81. - Food Commissioner (Supplies) ), 2801, 2802, 2803.

(83. - Department of Agriculture), 2855.

(84. - Department of Food Production), 2886, 2894.

(87. - Minister of Health), 3540, 3545.

(90. - Indigenous Medicine), 3579.

(93. - Minister of Local Government), 3585, 3611.

(99. - Minister of Education), 3691, 3700, 3701, 3708, 3709.

(101. - Education Department), 3791.

(117. - Department of Commerce), 3835.

(132. - Department of Industries), 3394.

(133. - Department of Fisheries), 3405, 3408.

(Part II. - Loan Fund Expenditure), 3920, 3921, 3922.

Co-operative Development, Commissioner of : transport of food.,
(S), 4087, 4088.

Co-operative Wholesale Establishment : cotton mill, loan for erection of,
(S), 698, 699, 700, 702, 705.

Educational Publications Board : scrutineers’ fees, (S), 1408, 1410.

Fisheries (Amendment) Bill :
Com.. :
2931, 2936.
Food Subsidies : (S), 710, 712, 714, 716, 717, 719, 720-5.

General Election, 1952 : Commission to inquire into matters relating to,
137, 159-76, 187, 206, 207, 208, 209, 211, 212, 213, 216.

Governor-General’s Speech on Opening of Parliament : Address in reply,
278, 280, 282, 312, 362, 363, 400, 401, 403-14.

Prisons and Probation, Department of : (S), 1544-5, 1546-7.
Provincial Administration : money fraudulently drawn, replacement;
furniture of Serapis Estate lost, compensation, (S), 4117, 4118.

Registrar-General’s Department : salaries, etc., (S), 732, 733, 734.

Welikada and Bogambara Prisons : saw-mill, metal workshops.
(S), 736, 737.
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Zoological Gardens : improvements, etc., (S), 4115-6.

Abeygunawardene, Mrs. Patricia ; discontinuance from service as teacher,
2030.

arrack:
building up of stocks, 2642.
industry in Kalutara Totamune, variation of contract with distillers,

unemployment, 1129, 1131, 1134-6.

price, reduction, 1955-6.

restoration of licences for tapping, compensation to contractors, 1948,
1956.

restoration to original strength, 2642.

Baddegama : D. R. O’s office, site 1892.

Beragama Hambantota : Headman, appointment, allegations 2635.

Business of the House : Bills, time required for study before Second
Reading, 2033.

Ceylon Parliamentary Elections (Amendment) Bill : 3R, 2649.

Colombo Plan : Childrens’ Branch, officer from abroad to organize
1887-8.

Dantanarayana, Mr. D. H. : permits to purchase gold, non-issue,
2565, 2566.

Dantanarayana, Mrs. Mariya, application for permit to purchase gold,
101-2.

Deiyanwela : new headman’s post for, 108.

Divisional Revenue Officers, Headquarters : number, duties, 804.

Dunugama-Maliyadda, Telleka : headmen’s division for, 107-8.

Election Petitions (General Elections, 1952) : delay in hearing, 2105.
Electoral lists : non-inclusion of Sinhalese residents on estates, 2415.
Excise Ordinance :
Rules approved :
prohibition of employment of women and children in : distilleries,
2572-3.
manufacture of refined arrack, country-made foreign spirits, milk
punch, medicated country spirits, 2573-4.
manufacture under bond, etc. of medicinal preparations, 2572.
Female delinquents, young : Remand hostel, for, 2338-9.

Galboda Pattu : Post of Registrar : applications received, appointment,
2830.
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terms of advertisment, 2829-31.
Galle four Gravets :
D. R. O. : Complaints against, inquiry, 1481.
headmen receiving annual rewards, basis, inquiry, 1959.
Gangoda Pattu :
Rural Development Officer :
residence, 2644.
working hours, 2644.
Rural Development Societies,
list, visits by Rural Development Officer, 2711 - 16.
Government Analyst : tea testing, (S), 2975.
Gunadasa, Mr. K. A. : permit to purchase gold, issue, delay, 979-80.

Thala Wettawe : headman, appointment, 14, 15.

Immigrants and Emigrants (Amendment) Bill : Personal Explanation by
Mr. C. Suntharalingam, 2648.

Kandyan Marriage and Divorce Bill : 3R, 948.

Kandyan Peasantry Commission : recommendations, implementation,
471-2.

Lanka Mahila Samiti : grant, stoppage, 2330-2.

Lawaris Hamy, Mr. B. A. : application for permit to purchase gold,18,19.

Mahara Prison :
“riot”, inquiry, 1304-6.

Mawanella : Korala Mahatmaya of Gaunne Pattu : retirement,
re-employment, 185.

Nivitigala : arrack, toddy-taverns, poll for closing, issue of permits
for tapping, 3177.

Orphanages Ordinance : Regulations approved :@ grants, 189-90.

Pawnbrokers (Amendment) Bill : 2R, 1431; Committed to Committee of

Whole House, 1431; Com., 1431; Rep., 1431; 3R (see margin), 1431.
(no debate).

“Premier Stakes, 1952 : “lack” of Police action re publication, 248,
250, 251, 255.

Prisoners : undergoing simple imprisonment, work for, 2726.

Prisons (Amendment) Bill : 2R, 230-1; 3R, 231.

Prisons Ordinance :
Rule : (Diet of a prisoner under sentence of death), approvad, 987-90.

Religious susceptibilities : importation of articles offending, 461.

Rice ration books : lost by headmen in Westren Province, 2643.
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Rural Development : in backward, provinces, 471-2.

Tapping : permits for, after closure of taverns, issue, 3177.

Toddy, illicit : transport, prosecutions, 3256.

Toddy, Sweet : tapping licences, non-issue at Kalutara, 547.

Tree tax system : position in Jaffna, extension to other areas, 1883.
Udukinda : additional D. R. O. for, 472.

Welikada Gaol.
reading room, library facilities, 2261.
women’s section, children in, 2260.
Warapitiya - headman, appointment, 470.

Yatinuwara, Udunuwara : Rate-mahatmaya, retention on Service, 804.

Debate

Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, &ec., Training in, for S. S. C. students,
2702.

Betting on Horse-racing Ordinance : tax, increased, Resolution, 569, 570.
Births and Deaths Registraticn (Amendment) Bill : 2R, 2468, 3R, 2469.
Bribery Commission, Permanent : Appointment, 2691.

Business and Sittings of the House, 1150.

Cabinet Planning Committees and Secretariat : (S), 3045.

Ceylon (Parliamentary Elections) (Amendment) Bill : 2R, 2431, 2432,
2434, 2436, 2437, 2444, 2812,2813, 2814-19,2822, 2825,2827, 2840,
2842-3, 2856-7, 2866-7, 2869-70, 2872-3, 2775-81, 2886-7, 2889, 2911,
2920-1, 2926, 2934, 2936-40; Com., 2942-3, 2985, 2986, 2989, 2990,
2992, 2993, 2995, 2996, 2997, 2998, 2999, 3004, 3010, 3011, 3012,
3013, 3014, 3017, 3018, 3020, 3021, 3022.

Colonists, assistance to : (S), 3104.

Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II : expenses in connection with, (S)
2535, 2538, 2546. :

Food Commissioner (Control and Distribution) :
Salaries and expenses of Department, (S), 2101.
Food Control Act :
Orders :
transport, .removal of red onions, 3238.
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Regulations :
(13th Series Rice Coupons), 1203, 1206.
Food Subsidies Temporary Taxes Bill : Business and Sittings of the

House, 46, 51-2.

Government Policy : increase to price of sugar; rice ration;
income tax; buildings programmes; economies; Motion re,
339, 340, 344-63, 365, 366, 374.

Headmen, Chief Superior : Salaries, (S), 2495, 2496, 2498, 2502-2509.
Headmen System : Abolition, 1985, 1986.

Immigrants and Emigrants (Amendment) Bill : 2R, 2205, 2207, 2210,
2215, 2220,

Immigrants, illegal : feeding of, (S), 200.
Indian and Pakistani Residents, (Citizenship) Amendment Bill :
2R, 623, 656, 843, 906, 909, 910, 911, 917, 920, 921, 922.

Kandyan Marriage and Divorce Bill (Senate) : 2R, 238-9, 239-40, 241.

Local Authorities Elections (Amendment) Bill : 3R, 265, 2653, 2655.
Local Treasury Bills Ordinance :
Resolution : authority to borrow Rs. 100,000,000, 2051, 2052, 2088,
2093, 2094.

Merchant Shipping Bill : 2R, 588, 589, 590; Com., 1409.

Paddy Lands Bill : 2R, 287.
Poets, Authors and Writers, ancient Sinhalese section of Museum for
Portraits and Monuments, 511-3, 516, 517.

Registers of Parliamentary Electors (Special Provisions) Bill :
2R, 234-5, 236, 237.

Registration of Deaths (Emergency Provisions) (Amendment) Bill :
2R, 262-3; 3R, 263.
Requisitioning of Land (Amendment) Bill : 2R, 2807.
Rice Ration Books (13th Series) : “muddle” over distribution, 1016, 1019.
Royal Titles Bill : 2R, 2758, 2759, 2763, 2771, 2775, 2778, 2779, 2780.
Rural Development Societies :
Grants, (S), 3222.
School Buildings : (S), 2511.
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Tea :
Tea, refuse : restriction of sale, 759.
smallholders, facilities for obtaining reasonable prices, 753.
Tripitaka, Revision of : (S), 3217, 3221-2.
Universities : Sinhalese and Tamil, establishment, 1363, 1365, 1368, 1371.
Vidatalitiva : Water supply scheme (release of money under Pub'ic Works
Loan Ordinance), 1161.

Wages Boards (Amendment) Bill :
2R, 426, 427.

1953-54
Appuhamy, Mr. H. N. : petition from, inquiry, 1726.

Local Government Elections, Department of : appointment of permanent
head, 2063.

Mawanella Electorate :
Mahila Samitiyas, details, 1901-2.
Rural Development Societies, details, 1901.

Parliamentary Elections : Electoral Districts, cost of making copies,
(S), 859-60

Village Headmen : appointment, residential qualification, 1728.
Debate

Appropriation Bill 1953-54 : 2R, 1025, 1042, 1043, 1050, 1052, 1055,
1056, 1058, 1078, 1089, 1090, 1094, 1105, 1195, 1196, 1197, 1198,
1199, 1377, 1455, 1457, 1459, 1480, 1492, 1493, 1496 - 519, 1521,
1525, 1528, 1575, 1576, 1578, 1579, 1606, 1610, 1613, 1616, 1812,
1837, 1838, 1846, 1847, 1851, 1861, 1862, 1863, 1864, 1865, 1937,
1938, 1939, 1944, 1971.

Governor-General’s Speech on Opening of Parliament :
Address in reply : Proposed Amendments :
External Affairs, 530.
Indians in Ceylon, 564, 570-81.
rice subsidy; sugar profits; food policy, 216, 353, 361.

Tobacco Tax Bill : Com., 834, 835,



67
Debate

Appropriation Bill, 1953-54 :
Com. :

(1. - His Excellency the Governor-General), 7.
(2. - Prime Minister), 30, 71, 73.
(4. - Cabinet Office), 105.

(10. - Offices of the Leader of the House of Representatives and

Chief Government Whip), 140, 141, 142.

(13. - Ceylon Defence), 156, 157, 159.

(50. - Rural Courts), 303.

(55. - Minister of Home Affairs), 314, 317, 318, 319, 320, 323, 324,

340, 356, 379-82, 383, 388, 391, 392-3, 394, 395, 399-402.

(56. - Provincial Administration), 403, 405-6, 407.

(57. - Excise Department), 411.

(58. - Department of Prisons and Probation), 412, 413, 414.

(60. - Zoological Gardens), 416.

(61. - Registrar-General), 417.

(62. - Department of Parliamentary Elections), 425, 432. 440-3,
444, 447.

(63. - Department of Rural Development), 455, 488-91, 492, 493, 494.

(64. - Department of Cottage Industries), 495, 497, 498, 519, 526.

Customs Ordinance: Resolution : yarn for Cottage Industries Department,
exemption from duty, 185.

Public Emergency : Proclamation : Adjournment Motion, to discuss,
540, 560, 561, 589.

Arrack, toddy, tavern, renters : details, 379.

Distillery, Government : arrack produced in 1951-53;
production costs, 831-2.

Mahara Jail :

clash between officers and prisoners :
cause; prisoners charged before special tribunal, 903-5.
causes, prisoners injured, dead, 828
officers charged in Magistrate’s Court, 902.
strictures against officers, 903.

Talawakele : Industrial training centre for, 416.
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1954-55

Births and Deaths Registration (Amendment) Bill : 2R, 1085; 3R, 1086.

Fernando B. D. :prisoner, Welikada Jail, punished for sending
petition, 821-2.

Gampaha :
bata centres in, 493.
mat weaving centres in, 491.
needle work centres in, 491.
pottery centres in, 491.
textile centres in, 492.
tile centres in, 493.
toy centres in, 494.
weaving schools in, 494.
wetakeiya centres in, 491.

Gampaha electorate : coir centres in, 492.
Gampaha, Minuwangoda : carpentry schools for, 493.

Hemmeliya : Village Headman, delay in appointment, 820-1.

Kandyan Marriage and Divorce (Amendment) Bill :
2R, 1086; 3R, 1087.

Magalkanda : village headmanship of, appointment, 1229.
Muslim Marriage and Divorce (Amendment) Bill : 2R, 1087; 3R, 1087.

Parliamentary Electoral Registers : bringing up to date of, 672
Pawn brokers, licensed : list, 757-802.

Queen’s Birthday : annual public holiday on, 1215.

Tampalakaman East : Registrar of Births and Deaths,
applicants for post, qualifications, 801-2.

Udugampola : fireworks factory in, 494.

Galle : Parliamentary Electoral Register officers employed on revision,
non-payment, 342,
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Debate

Appropriation Bill, 1954-55 : 2R, 1058, 1266.
Excise (Amendment) Bill : 2R, 300.

Cottage industries :
adaptation to suit local, foreign, markets, 2049.
existing, proposed. list, 2047-9.
survey, development, 1878.

Karaveddy North : headman for, appointment, 1878.
Point Pedro : medical registrar for, 1878.

University : preliminary examination for admission, clash with G.C.E.
Examination, 2212.

Debate

Appropriation Bill, 1954-55 :
Com. :
(2. - Prime Minister), 513, 514.

(16. - Immigration and Emigration Department), 803.

(56. - Minister of Home Affairs), 159,168,169,257-63,264,-5, 268,269.

(57. - Excise Department), 288, 293-6.

(58. - Department of Prisons and Probation), 299.

(60. - Zoological Gardens), 304, 307.

(62. - Department of Parliamentary Elections), 312, 333.
(335 - 8, 341.

(63. - Department of Rural Development), 361-3.

(69. - Land Commissioner), 1069.

(81. - Commissioner of Co-operative Development and Registrar of
Co-operative Societies), 1272, 1274.

(93. - Minister of Local Government), 1446.

(109. - Minister of Labour), 1966.

(Part II. - Loan Fund Expenditure), 2188-9.

Abraham Mr. E. K. : Cart and Bull belonging to, seizure, 1782.
Anuradhapura : quarters for public servants, (S), 4205-6.

Buddha : image of, dragged along public road, 2360.
Carnivals :

gambling at : 854-5.

conduct of Police, 123.
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Coir gunny bags : local manufacture, imports; coir yarn factory at
Udugampola, 322.

Dalada Maligawa : model gifted to Her Majesty the Queen, 2119.
Dehiwala : fisher-folk residing in, notice to vacate premises, 208.
Dodangoda : Headman, appointment, 2838.

Excise Ordinance : Rule, approved, 327-8.

Gal Oya Area : voters lists, preparation, 881.

Gampaha Constituency : Rural development societies in, construction
of latrines, grants for, 3533.

Government Agents, Assistant Government Agents :
functions; residences, rent, 1165-6.

Halpitigam Korale : Headman for Division No. 25, appointment, 1399.

Jaggery : free tapping of coconut, palmyrah and kitul trees for pre-
paration of-, 322-3.

Kalegana :
Village Headman, complaint against :
(re registration of voters), 482, 483.
(re residence outside his division), 483.
Kalutara Government Tamil Girls School : land for, 1400.
Kandyan Peasantry Commission :
recommendations, implementation, 623-4.
Kotagala electorate : land for peasants in, 737.

Liquor, illicit : manufacture out of spirits of wine, prevention, 3402-3.

Magalkanda : village headmanship, “false” certificate submitted by
candidate, 618-9.

Maggona Rural Development Society : functioning of, 1401.

Mahara Pinnamedde : appointment of Mr. A. P. Pigera as headman
opposition to, 1400,

Mawanella electorate : Rural Development Societies in, grants to, 2343-6.

Opatha-Urukalana Road : bridge, construction, aid, 3102.

Peiris, Mr. Daniel : detention in Mental Hospital, 1532.
Prisoners, remand: manacling of, 2226.



71

Prisons : action taken on Gratiaen report on; conditions of service
of staff, 2102-3.

Registrar-General’s Office : Notarial deeds in Tamil, translation, 10.
Revenue Officers : designation, “Government Agents”, 1166.

Siyane Korale : D. R. O.s Office, permanent buildings, 2353.
Swans, black : sent by Zoological Gardens Board, Western Australia,
disposal, 1534, 1535.

Tiles : local production, factory at Minuwangoda, 3.
Timber : transport permits, validity, 882.

Udumahana-Karapane Rural Development Society :
financial assistance given, wells dug, 2098.

Wedikanda (Mt. Lavinia) : buildings in, demolition, 127.
Debate

" Administrative Districts Bill : 2R., 3864, 3883, 3836-8.
All Ceylon Buddhist Congress (Incorporation) Bill : Cons., 2274.

Buddha Jayanti : expenses in connection with, (S), 4000-4, 4006, 4015,
4033, 4037, 4117.

Coir Salt bags : manufacture, subsidy, (S), 425, 426-8.
Customs Ordinance : Resolution : export duty on tea, 1028.

Electrical Undertakings, Department of : Resolution : financial reserve,691.
Excise (Amendment) Bill : 2R, 491-2, 497, 498, 499, 500, 501.

Firearms (Amendment) Bill : 2R, 2156-9, 2171, 2172, 2175, 2278, 2288,
2321, 2322-6.
Fireworks, Crackers : Standardization of manufacture, excise duty,550-1.

Hindu Religious Trusts and Temporalities Bill : 2R, 1865, 1866-71, 1872,
1873-8.

Horse-racing, consumption of liquor : prohibition, 1394.

Indian and Pakistani Residents, Department for Registration of : staff,
increase, (S), 1037.
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Legislature, Members of, pension scheme for, 1967.
London, hostel for Ceylon students in : anticipated loss on running (S),1441.

Marketing Department : Marketing of local products, etc., (S), 191.
Mudalihamy, Late Mr. J. M. : grant to widow, (S), 1456-7.

Nayaru Ferry : tolls, 1032.

Parliamentary Elections, Department of :
additional voters’ lists, enumeration, (S), 200-1, 205.
salaries and expenses, (S), 280-1, 290-1.

Police : bungalow for Superintendent of Police, Kandy, (S), 2260,2261
2262.

Registration of Documents (Amendment) Bill : 2R, 24-5, 26;
Com., 28, 2933R, 30.

Stay-in Strikes Bill : 2R, 3434, 3435, 3576, 3626.
Zoological Gardens : Salaries, expenses, (S), 1797-8, 1800, 1801-2.
1955-56
Divisional Revenue Oificers: Salary scale, 197.
Elephants, wild : captured, handed over to the Zoo, 637-9.
Excise Ordinance : Resolution, approved : duty on -malt liquor,818.
House of Representatives :
Members entering Chamber “obstructed”, complaint, 2205, 2206.
Quorum : absence of, 2206.
Public Holidays :
in Ceylon, other countries, 970.
increase, decrease, since independence; Commission to examine, 971.
Zoo, Dehiwala : expansion, acquisition of land, 416.
Debate
Appropriation Bill, 1955-56 : 2R, 1413, 1414, 2072, 2086-97, 2167, 2187.

Cottage Industries, Department of 6 :
power loom project, (S),2248 - 9,2250.
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textile centres, allowance to trainees, (S), 2225, 2240, 2244-8.
Courts Ordinance : Order : schedule of Justices of Peace, 2217.

Excise Ordinance : Rule, 46-7.

Governor-General’s Speech on Opening of Parliament : Address in Reply :
Proposed Amendments : Amendment of election law and practice,223-6.

Hindu Religious Trusts and Temporalities Bill : Presented and 1R, 38.
Motor Traffic Act : Regulation : registration, licence, fees, 828.

Parliamentary Elections, Department of : salaries, expenses, (S), 901,
902, 903, 910, 911-4.

Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act : Complaint of breach of privilege
(incident in House of April, 6, 1955) : Application to Supreme Court,
718, 719, 720.

Debate
Appropriation Bill, 1955-56 :
Com :
(2. - Prime Minister), 48, 49, 52, 53, 56, 57, 71, 105, 113, 114, 115-21,
160, 201.

(8. - Public Service Commission),
251, 238, 2i7.

(11. - Minister of Defence and External Affairs),
348, 353, 372.

(12. - Department of Public Security),
489, 543, 544, 602, 623, 624.

(15. - Police), 715, 716.

(16. - Immigration and Emigration Department), 793.

(17. - Department for the Registration of Indian and Pakistani
Residents), 811-2.

(19. - Minister of Finance), 935.

(43. - Minister of Justice), 958.

(56. - Minister of Home Affairs),

1020, 1021, 1025, 1026, 1032, 1046, 1054, 1058, 1061, 1082-91, 1093.
(57. - Excise Department), 1094, 1095.

(58. - Department of Prisons and Probation), 1096.
(60. - Zoological Gardens), 1098.
(62. - Department of Elections (Parliamentary and Local Bodies),1099.
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(63. - Department of Rural Development and Cottage Industries),
1100-1, 1102, 1103.

Andrias, R. L. Don : gratuity for, 1123.

Cottage Industries, Department of : retrenched labourers, re-employment,
[1. salaries, expenses, (S), 103.

District Revenue Officers N. P. (East), N. P. (West) :
shifting of offices, 1310.
staff, 1310, 1311.

Dowry system : abolition by legislation, 511.

Excise (Amendment) Bill : 2R., 1098-7.
Excise Ordinance : Resolution approved : duty free malt
liquors for Defence Forces, 376.
Explosives : protection for labourers engaged in manufacture, 1231.
Firearms :
of farmers, *“‘confiscated” by Government, 1879-80.
renewal of licences, 1126, 1127, 1129, 1130.

Fundamental Rights : 1111-2.

Gampaha electorate : Government expenditure on : cottage industries,
rural development societies, 1235.

Gangaboda Pattu, Galle :
Rural Development Officer, appointment, work done, 511.
Rural Development societies in, meetings, grants, 494-510.

Hindu Religious Trusts and Temporalities Bill : delay in passing, 111-2.
Hydrophobia : deaths from, 810.

Kandyan Peasantry Commission : report, implementation, 1879-80.

Land registration : scheme for, 1007.
Languages, official : 1111-2.

Muslim Wakfs Ordinance : implementation, 1128.

Prison and Probation Services, Department of :
expenses, (S), 103.
male nurses, scope for promotion, 363.
salaries, expenses, (S), 1698.
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Rabies (Amendment) Bill : 2R, 1682.
Rambewa : quarters, office, for D. R. O., 1310, 1311.

Sambuddha Jayanthi celebrations : invitees from China, Tibet, 1427-8.

Temple entry in the North, 1111-2.
Untouchability in the North, 1111-2.

Debate

Ceylon Parliamentary Elections (Amendment) Bill 2R, 1632-7, 164l,
1643, 1706, 1708, 1709, 1710, 1711, 1713, 1716, 1717, 1721, 1722,
1723; Com., 1769, 1771, 1772, 1773, 1782, 1788, 1791, 1792-4.

Explosives Bill : 2R, 1669-71; 1678.
Home Affairs, Minister of : salaries and expenses (S), 262, 265.

Industrial Disputes (Amendment) Bill : 2R, 1540.
Industries, Department of : salaries and expenses, (S), 306-7, 311-12.

Parliamentary Elections, Department of : Salaries and expenses of, (S),
443-4, 445, 446-8.
Petroleum (Amendment) Bill : 2R., 1814-5, 1816, 1817.

Social Services, Department of :
salaries and expenses, (S), 284, 296.

Zoological Gardens : Salaries and expenses of, (S), 449-50, 451-2.

1960-61

National Planning Council :
abolition, 1192-3, 1195-6.

Debate

Ceylon Transport Board :

Loan, (S), 2544, 2546-8, 2551, 2553.
Customs Ordinance :

Import duties, 2341-4.

Governor-General’s Speech on Opening of Parliament :
Address in reply, 333-9.
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Proposed Amendments :
inquiry into murder of David Silva and others, 339.

Vote on Account, 1960-61 : 1830.

Navaratnam, S :
petition from, 717.

Debate
Appropriation Bill, 1960-61 :
2R, 723-36.

Business and Sittings of the House : 3310.

Export Commodities :
prices, falling of, 1804-5.

Debate
Appropriation Bill, 1960-61 :
Com. :
(22. - Department of External Affairs Abroad),
1918-20, 1921-22.
(31. - Minister of Finance), 2037.
(95. - Minister of Agriculture, Land, Irrigation and Power), 2316
(114. - Minister of Labour and Nationalised Services), 2373-5.

Electrical Undertakings Dept., of :
Resolution, 2729-30, 2764.
Insurance Corporation Bill :
2R, 3055-6, 3057-64; Com., 3277, 3278, 3292-3, 3362, 3388, 3391,
3392, 3475-7.
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Appropriation Bill, 1961-62 :2 3.,
2071, 2214-26.
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emYPun vem:
Appropriation Bill, 1961-62 :

2029
(2. - Supreme Court), 35.
(4. - Senate), 47-8, 51.
(5. - House of Representatives), 68-70.
(16. - Prime Minister), 124-8, 204.
(21. - Police), 484-5.
(22. - Department of External Aﬁ‘alrs Abroad), 576-8.
(25. - Department of National Planning), 597-8.
(31. - Minister of Finance), 1020-8.
(34. - Public Debt), 1119, 1110.
(53. - Minister of Justice), 1527-9.
(70. - Minister of Industries, Home and Cultural Affairs),
1924-5, 1979. 2 :

(148. - Minister of Commerce, Trade, Food and Shipping),
2175, 2505-7.

(163. - Minister of Transport and Works), 1153-6, 1378, 1391.
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workers, retrenchment, 1360-2.

Tyrrell, Sir Francis Graeme :
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Ceylon (Parliamentary Elections) (Amendment) Bill :
2R., 1029-33.

Control of Prices (Amendment) Bill :
2R, 1155.

Governor-General’s Speech on Opening of Parliament :
Address in reply : 266-89, 717, 939.

Deraniyagala, Mr. R. St. L. P., C. B. E., Clerk of the House :
retirement of, 4839, 4862-5.

Press:

proposed take-over, 4225, 4226.

Senator Karannagoda’s trip to Cairo, 4225, 4226.
Press Commission Report :

debate, statement by Leader of the House, 2051.

Ranaraja, Mr. P. B. :

death, vote of condolence, 4388-91.
Ratwatte, Mr. H. L. :

death, vote of condolence, 1934-7.
Roads :

brought under P. W. D. during 1960-64, 259.

Debate

Appropriation Bill, 1964-65 :
Com.:

(1. - His Excellency the Governor-General), 3, 4-5, 8.

(2. - Prime Minister), 11-6, 78-9, 124, 125.

(6. - House of Representatives), 178, 183-6, 194.

(7. - Judicial Service Commission), 279.

(9. - Audit Office), 383-6, 388, 389.

(17. - Minister of Defence and External Affairs), 418,422, 481-2.

(21. - Police Department), 1181, 1249-54.

(23. - Department of Immigration, Emigration and Registration of
Indian and Pakistani Residents), 1439, 1458.

(31. - Minister of Finance), 1532, 1613-21.

(53. - Minister of Justice), 962-5.

(72. - Minister of Land, Irrigation and Power), 2347-55.

(100. - Minister of Local Government and Home Affairs), 3044-51.
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Ceylon Shipping Corporation Bill :
2R., 4272.
Ceylon Technical College, Department of :
visiting staff, payment, (S), 3457, 3458.
Cultural Affairs and Social Services, Ministry of :
salaries, (S), 3385-87, 3388-91, 3392, 3393, 3395, 3396, 3397, 3397-401,
3408.

Food Commissioner:
food subsidy, (S), 3448.

Land Acquisition (Amendment) Bill :
Com., 4180, 4182, 4183, 4184, 4186, 4275, 4276, 4277.

Posts and Telecommunications, Minister of :
personal emoluments, etc., (S), 3266-8.

Water Resources Board Bill :
2R., 4191-6.
Debate

Newspaper Corporation of Ceylon Bill :
Com., 714, 715, 716-39.
1965-66

Appropriation Bill, 1965-66 :
2R., 2172-6.

Constitution, Revision of :
Joint Select Committee, 1216’. 1217-9.

Co-operative Wholesale Establishment :
Drugs Department :
Motion on, 1033-8.
Governor-General’s Speech :
Address of Thanks, 149, 150, 803.

Muslim Marriage and Divorce (Amendment) Bill :
(Amendment of Sections 12, etc,)
2R., 1113-7.

Prison Reform :
Joint Select Committee on, 2642-58.
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River Valleys Development Board (Amendment) Bill :
2R., 1548-64.
Rules of Debate :
Derogatory remarks by an M. P. or Senator
against a Member of either House, 952-4.

1966

Appropriation Bill, 1966-67:

2R, 1683, 1684, 1833, 1834, 1836, 1899, 2265, 2272, 2274, 2332, 2335.
Assistant Government Agent, Batticaloa :

Harassment and transfer of officers, 1813.

Ceylon Broadcasting Corporation Bill :
2R, 2661; Com., 2689, 2690, 2729, 2730, 2742, 2779.

Children:
Adoption of, 1135, 1137, 1147.

Dodampe Mudalali, Death of :
Appointment of Mr. Aclian Fernando, S.P., to inquire into, 1730, 1731

Governoi-General’s Speech :
Address of Thanks, 113, 511, 538, 650, 688, 714, 715.
Reading of Text, 5, 6, 7.

Higher Education Bill :
2R, 1174, 1223, 1273, 1276, 1277, 1472, 1571; Com., 1631, 1635.

Industrial Disputes (Amendment) Bill :
2R, 2455 2763, 2481, 2484, 2488, 2489, 2491, 2492.

Municipal Councils and Town Councils (Amendment) Bill (s) :
2R, 2669.

Police :

Atrocities committed in Bandarawela, 1736, 1737, 1738, 1739,
Privilege, Breach of :

Misreport of statement of Minister of Justice in “‘Daily News”’, 2162.

Religious dignitaries :
Reference to conduct of, 886.
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Rules of Debate :

Derogatory remarks by Members of either House against each other,
1100.

Senate :
Business and Sittings, 43, 889, 890, 1174-5, 1747, 1748, 1819, 2039,
2447, 2727.
Committee to examine proceedings before publication in Press, 886.
Statement by Senator Y. R. Piyasena, 1093, 1100.

Tea Industry :
Rehabilitation of, 1016.

1966-67
Announcement :
Select Committee Report :
Apology for publication in “Daily Mirror”, 3137.

Births and Deaths Registration Act :
Rules, 4815, 4916.

Camp beds :
Disregard of tender procedure in purchase of, 4187, 4204.

Co-operative Wholesale Establishment (Amendment) Bill :
2R, 3395, 3400, 3402, 3403, 3411, 3412, 3413.

Development Finance Corporation of Ceylon (Amendment) Bill :
2R, 4017, 4018, 4019, 4020, 4021.

Education, General and Technical :
Proposals for reforms, 3016, 3030, 3042, 3055, 3056, 3957.

Government-Sponsored Corporations (Amendment) Bill (s) :
Com., 3811, 3812, 3813, 4013.

Higher Education Act :
Regulations, 4599.

Indo-Ceylon Agreement (Implementation) Bill :
2R, 5020, 5027, 5046, 5081, 5095, 5096, 5103, 5134, 5135, 5142, 5168,
5189, 5190, 5383, 5399, 5434, 5501, 5509, 5513, 3523, :5533, 5535,
5539, 5548, 5557, 5608, 5614, 5623, Com., 5624, 5628, 5633, 5645, 5650,
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5668, 5669, 5687, 5710, 5711, 5714, 5715.
Indo-Ceylon Agreement, Implementation of :
Motion, 3535.

Kalmunai Disturbances :
Adjournment Motion, 4241, 4242, 4243, 4257,
Leave to move Adjournment to discuss, 4208.

Law Commission Bill (s) :
2R, 3933, 3934.
Local Authorities (Term of Office) Bill :
2R, 4082.
Local Government Service Bill (s) :
2R, 4404, 4530, 4532, 4548; Com., 4557, 4558, 4559, 4568, 4578, 4585.

Malaysian Prime Minister :
Denial of news item in “Virakesari” re representations to, 4342.

Political Rights to Public Officers :
Motion, 3014, 3443, 3448, 3449, 3450, 3457, 3458, 3460, 3963.

Port Tally and Protective Services Corporation Bill :
Com., 4330.

Revision of the Constitution :
Joint Select Committee, 3673, 3683, 3751, 3752, 3753, 3754, 3759,
3760, 3761, 3762, 3763, 3764, 3782, 3825, 3826, 3828, 3829, 3832,
3833, 4353, 4360, 4361, 4362, 4363, 4364, 4365, 4366, 4367, 4368,
4369,4372, 4373.

Rice Ration Cut and Declaration of Emergency :
Adjournment Motion, 3270, 3281.

Rice Subsidy Tax Bill :
2R, 4953.

Rifles, Import of :
Authority for statement re, 4179-80,

Rubber Replanting Subsidy (Amendment) Bill :
2R, 3804.

Senate :
Business and Sittings, 3138, 3139, 3140, 3424, 3533, 3709, 4211, 4484,
4485, 4487, 4912, 4998, 4999, 5001, 5498.

Statement by Senator Manickam :

Relating to his position in Senate 3725, 3732, 3733, 3734, 3735, 3737,
3738-9, 3741, 3743.
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Voluntary National Youth Service Bill :
2R, 4611, 4615, 4616, 4642, 4643, 4756, 4758, 4761.

1967-68

Announcements :
Representations by Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (Ceylon
Branch), 1070.
Resignation of Senator M. Manickam, 682.

Appropriation Bill, 1967-68 :
2R, 1313, 1318, 1484-5, 1507, 1514, 1781, 1797, 1798, 1801, 1806,
1810, 1837, 1900.

Bandaranaike assassination case, first coup case, etc. :
Services of foreign counsel, 867, 868.

Cemeteries and Burial Ordinance :
By-laws, 875, 876.

Condolence, Vote of :
On death of :

Dunuwille, Senator B. H. 691-2.
Tillakaratne, Senator K. B. K. 687.
Criminal Procedure Code (Amendment) Bill (s) :

2R, 701, 706.

Deputy-President :
Election, 694.

Governor-General’s Speech :
Address of Thanks, 120, 250, 483, 484, 489, 492, 503, 505, 587, 605,
606, 607, 608, 624, 636, 661.

Higher Education Act :
Regulations, 770.

Law Commission Bill (s)

2R, 879, 882, 883, 886, 890, 903, 904, 910, 924, 927, 928, 930, 932, 989.
Local Government Services Bill (s) :

2R, T13, 725.

Privilege, Breach of :
Report in “Ceylon Daily News” of 8. 8. 67, 763.
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Question for Oral Answer :
Absence of Minister at Question time, 869.

Senate :

Business and Sittings, 67, 696.
Statement by Senator Manickam :

On resignation from Senate, 435, 536.

Town Councils Ordinance :
By-laws :
Dankotuwa, 874.
Welimada, 873.

““Worshipper of the American Billah>’ :
Reference by Senator in Debate, 752.

Adjournment time :
Prior notice of questions for giving satisfactory replies,
681, 682, 683, 684, 687.
All-Ceylon Young Men’s Muslim Association Conference
(Incorporation) Bill (s) :
Select Committee, 1334.
Announcement :
Registration of Senator The Hon. Dr. M. V. P. Peiris, 556.

Births and Deaths Registration Act :
Rules, 734, 735, 736, 737, 738, 739.

Ceylon National Chamber of Industries Bill (s) :
Select Committee, 1333.
Ceylon Petroleun Corporation (Determination of Compensation)
Special Provisions Bill :
2R, 1453, 1455, 1456, 1458, 1459, 1460, 1461.
Colombo District (Low-Lying Areas) Reclamation and Development
Board Bill : 2R, 1317, 1320.
Condolence, Vote of :
On death of Dr. Martin Luther King, 946-7.
Constitution, Revision of :
Joint Select Committee, 76, 77, 78, 79, 81, 82.
Criminal Procedure Code (Amendment) Bill (s) :
(Insertion of new Section 439 A)
2R, 403, 404, 405, 406, 407, 408, 414, 415, 417, 149; Com., 420, 430.
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Deputy-President :
Election of, 12.

Food Control Act :
Regulations, 952, 953, 955.

Foreign Exchange Entitlement Certificates Bill :
2R, 1611.

Indo-Ceylon Agreement (Implementation) Act :
Regulations, 701, 704.

Inland Revenue Act :
Resolution, 1110, 1111.

Irrigation Ordinance :
Regulation, 710.

Local Authorities (Special Provisions) Bill (s) :
2R, 1066, 1068.
Manufacture of Matches (Regulation) Act :
Regulations, 573.
Monetary Law (Amendment) Bill :
2R, 236, 239, 245, 246, 247, 248, 260, 317, 319, 320, 328, 349.

Official Language :

Regulations for the use of 24, 25, 26.
Oral Answers to Questions :

Delay in furnishing, 1473.

Police shooting incident, Kurunegala :
Compensation, 1518.
Privilege, Breach of :
Report in “Lanka Dipa” of 27. 11. 1967, 94, 95, 434,

School text-books :
Prices of, 719.
Senate :
Business and Sittings, 1104, 1105, 1524, 1525, 1526, 1527, 1531, 1532,
1553.
Senate proceedings :

Lack of publicity in newspapers, 1430-1.
Statement by Senator P. A. J. Niyathapala :
Reference to controversial matters, 693.
State Printing Corporation Bill :

2R, 1497.
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Text-books, Prices of :
Motion re, 1193, 1194, 1195, 1196, 1198, 1200, 1202, 1203, 1206,
1210, 1211, 1212, 1213, 1217, 1324.

Tourist Development Bill :
2R, 985, 987, 1027, 1030, 1031, 1043, 1047, 1060.

1968-69

Adjournment Motion :
Prior notice of questions, 1928.
Anuradhapura Preservation Board Act :
By-laws, 845.
Appropriation Bill, 1968-69 :
2R, 847, 880, 891, 1397, 1406, 1407, 1408, 1413, 1417, 1418. 1419.

Commission of Inquiry :
Prisons, 1639, 1647, 1648.
Teaching of English, 1725, 1726, 1727, 1731, 1732, 1733, 1737, 1744,
1745, 1845, 1847, 1848, 1849, 1856, 1858, 1860, 1861, 1862, 1863,
1864, 1865, 1867, 1901, 1902, 1921.

Czechoslovakia :
Invasion by U. S. S. R. and Warsaw Pact Allies, 738.

Federal Party :
Withdrawal from Government, 828.
Food and Drugs (Amendment) Bill :
2R, 650, 655; Com., 662, 663.

Governor-General’s Speech :
Address of Thanks, 71, 170, 181, 182, 187, 188, 189, 202, 203, 274-5,
396, 397, 409, 446.
Text, reading of, 6.

Irrigation (Amendment) Bill :
2R, 1811, 1818.

National Housing Act :
Regulation, 1568, 1571.

Privilege, Breach of :
Report in “Dawasa’ of 30. 11. 68, 1718, 1879.
Public Petitions Committee :
Powers to send for persons, papers and records, 1620-21.
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Rent Restriction Act :
Regulations, 637, 638, 639, 640, 641, 643, 644.

Senate :
Business and Sittings, 2-3.
Statement :
by Senator M. Tiruchelvam re resignation, 805.

Vidyalankara Pirivena :
Payment of compensation, 1598.

Bretton Woods Agreements (Special Provisions) Bill :
2R, 118, 119.

Ceylon Electricity Board Bill :

2R, 921, 928.
Civil Procedure Code (Amendment) Bill (S) :

(Amendment of Section 84)

2R, 415, 416, 417, 420, 429, 430, 431.

Condolence, Vote of :

On death of Dr. Zakir Husain, President of the Republic of India, 508-10
Co-operative Societies Loans (Special Provisions) Bill :

2R, 877.
Co-operative Wholesale Establishment (Amendment) Bill :

2R, 626, 627, 632, 642, 642, 649, 796, 797, 826, 827, 828, 829, 833-4.

Government Quarters (Recovery of Possession) Bill :
2R, 458, 661-2.

Higher Education (Amendment) Bill :
Com., 3009.

Imports and Exports (Control) Bill :
2R, 88, 101, 105, Com., 112.
Inland Revenue (Amendment) Bill :

2R, 341, 344, 348.

Loans to fishermen for mechanized boats :
Motion re 49, 50, 51, 52.

Local Authorities (Special Provisions) Bill :
2R, 147, 153.

National Science Council of Ceylon :
Functioning of, 392, 394.
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Senate :
Business and Sittings, 331, 332.

University of Ceylon, Peradeniya :
Clash between army personnel and students, 263, 267, 268.

Announcements :
Public Accounts Committee:
Attendance of Clerk at, 914, 915.
Shortcomings in Senate administration, 973-5.
Anuradhapura Urban Council (Special Provisions) Bill :
2R, 986, 987.
Appropriation Bill, 1969-70 :
2R, 1171, 1174, 1563, 1564, 1666, 1707, 1769, 1770, 1771, 1773, 1829,
1852, 1862, 1866, 1877, 1887, 1888, 1890, 1901, 1912, 1916, 1917, 1960,
2010.

Condolence, Vote of :
On death of Mr. C. A. M. de Silva, 1044.

Fugitive Persons Bill :
2R, 992, 993, 994, 999.

Governor-General’s Speech :
Address of Thanks, 51, 265, 266, 298, 412, 576, 577, 699, 725.

Lake House group of newspapers :
Charges made against, 1062.

President of India :
Election of His Excellency V. V. Giri, 1030.

Senate :
Business and Sittings, 508, 1518, 1519.
Hansard, Delay in publication of, 968-9.
Library, Conditions in, 970.
Parliamentary Staffs Act, Regulations under, 969.

Statement :
On expiry of terms, 2050-1.

Tea Propaganda (Amendment) Bill :
2R, 1002, 1006, 1007, 1008, 1014, 1016.
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Tea Subsidy Act :
Regulations, 1078.

1969-70

Announcement :
Letter from Prime Minister re calling out the Armed Services,
310-11, 467, 551.
Retirement of Mr. B. Coswatte, Clerk of the Senate, 795.

Ceylon National Library Services Board Bill :
2R, 1355, 1356, 1357,
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation :
Accounts for 1968 and Auditor-General’s Report, 316.

Commission of Inquiry on statutory corporations :
Motion re, 625.

Condominium Property Bill :
2R, 824, 825, 826.

Coswatte, Mr. B., Clerk of the Senate :
Retirement of :
Announcement re, 795.
Motion re, 796-7.

Diplomatic relations between Ceylon and the D emocratic Republic

of Germany :
Motion re, 69, 182.

Employees’ Provident Fund (Amendment) Bill :
2R, 1347.

Fauna and Flora Protection (Amendment) Bill :
2R, 388, 389, 399, 400, 401, 402, 403, 405.

Finance Act :
Resolution, 1325.

Fisheries Ordinance :
Regulations, 801.

Homoeopathy Bill :
2R, 599, 618.

Housing and Town Improvement Ordinance :
Resolution, 207:8,
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Industrial Development Bill :
2R, 327, 328.

Legitimacy Bill :
2R, 432, 433.

Mahaweli Development Board Bill :
2R, 998, 1011, 1027, 1028, 1030, 1045, 1112, 1114, 1116, 1118, 1128,
1142, 1146.

Muslim Marriage and Divorce (Amendment) Bill :
2R, 237, 244, 245, 260, 263, 264.

Paddy Lands (Special Provisions) Bill :
2R, 419.

President :
Election of, 4-5, 8-11.

Senate:
Business and Sittings, 1082, 1083.

Tea and Rubber Subsidy (Amendment) Bill :
2R, 516, 517.

Village Councils (Extension of Term of Office) Bill :
2R, 803.
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PART II

Messages of Felicitation from His Excellency the
Governor-General and Public and Religious Personages-
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GOVERNOR GENERAL'S MESSAGE

I am happy to have this opportunity of sending a
Message for the Felicitation Volume to be published in
commemoration of the public service rendered by the
Honourable A. Ratnayake in the last forty years. During
this period, he has served the country in many and varied
fields. His activities embraced politics, education, religion,
social service, rural upliftment, art and culture. In all
these, his approach to problems was marked by a liberal
attitude of mind born of a happy blending of the cultures
of the East and West.

My association with the Honourable A. Ratnayake
goes back to the time when we were both students. Even
in those early days he showed signs of a deep patriotism,
a keen desire to improve the lot of the peasantry and an
abiding interest in Buddhist activities. The influence
of his beloved father and the atmosphere of his home were,
in no small measure, responsible in nurturing these
aspirations in young Ratnayake; and when the movement
to gain the country’s independence gathered momentum
in the early part of this century he was there to make
whatever sacrifices he could make in the cause. If he chose
to seek a comfortable future for himself in the legal
profession or as an educationist, the way was clear for him,
for in those days graduates and lawyers could seek forward
unhesitatingly to a successful career. He however, chose to
tread the more difficult path of service to his country anp
community.

Today we see the Honourable A. Ratnayake, one of
the most senior politicians of our country, in the exalted
position of President of the Senate, having earlier served as
a Minister of State holding very important portfolios in
more than one Government. As a Minister he has contri-
buted to the progress of the Co-operative Movement,
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provincial administration, rural development, and Buddhist
activities. His efforts to improve the living conditions of the

peasantry on the Gandhian ideals of self-help are well-
known.

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate the Honou-
rable Ratnayake on his completion of forty years of devoted
service to the country.

W. GOPALLAWA
GOVERNOR GENERAL
GOVERNOR-GENERAL’S, OFFICE,
QUEEN’s HOUSE,
CorLomBo, CEYLON,
19th August, 1971.



THE HONOURABLE
PRIME MINISTER’S MESSAGE

I am very pleased to provide a Message for the Felicitation
Volume which is being published to commemorate 40 years
of Public Service rendered by Senator A. Ratnayake,
at present President of the Senate. I think it will not be
incorrect to say that Mr. Ratnayake is one of the few who
are still among us who had played an active role in ushering
in Independence for this country. Thereafter, he had
served for many years in the Cabinet in various capacities.
Mr. Ratnayake has also earned a well-deserved reputation
as a social and Buddhist worker and, as President of the
Senate, he has helped to guide, with impartiality and
flair, the work of the Upper House. It is fitting that the
many sided services which have been rendered by a person
like Mr. Ratnayake should be suitably commemorated
and I wish to add my own good wishes to the numerous
good wishes that he must be receiving on the completion
of 40 years of Public Service.

SIRIMA R. D. BANDARANAIKE

CoLoMBO, PRIME MINISTER
oth July, 1971.






Mr. DUDLEY SENANAYAKE’S MESSAGE

I am glad that a FELICITATION VOLUME com-
memorating the services rendered to the country by
Mr. Abhayaratne Ratnayake is being brought out. 1 have
known Mr. Ratnayake very closely from the year 1936
when 1 entered the State Council for the first time and
Mr. Ratnayake had already been there for five years.
In fact, Mr. Ratnayake had started his interest in the
people of this country much earlier as he had been taking
part in public activity when he was a boy and played
even at that early age a prominent part in such activities.

Many are the motions he brought forward in the State
Council, particularly in the interests of the common
people. His knowledge of the rural folk and their problems
was exceptional. He lived with them and he appreciated
their difficulties very much. Many political objectives
achieved subsequently had their initiation by Mr.
Ratnayake and very often others have got credit for his
services.

I am very glad indeed that I have been able to enjoy
his personal friendship for such a long time. His sense
of humour has been extraordinary, and if one were to
choose a companion to travel with on long journeys, one
has to undertake in public work, I would choose none
other than Mr. Ratnayake whose company is most enter-
taining. This sense of humour has been most comforting
in time of crisis.

I am therefore very glad that a felicitation volume to
commemorate the life of one whose services to the nation
has been almost unparalleled, is being brought out.

DUDLEY SENANAYAKE M.P.
“WOODLANDS”
D. S. SENANAYAKE MAWATHA,

CoLoMBO 8.
31 July, 1971.






HON. A. RATNAYAKE, PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

An Appreciation
by

J. R. JAYAWARDENE

Mr. A. Ratnayake has now become an institution in
our political and social life. When the people of Ceylon
obtained universal franchise and exercised it for the first
time in 1931, Mr. Ratnayake was one of those elected
to the State Council to represent the Dumbara Electorate.
There is only one other person who was elected with him
who is in active politics today, and that is Dr. S. A. Wick-
remasinghe, the Member for Akuressa in the House of
Representatives. Even before his election to the State
Council Mr. Ratnayake was associated with his father
in Buddhist movements, and it was this interest that
induced him to stand for election.

During the 40 years that he has been active in political
life, he has been in and out of the Legislatures, served
as a Minister of State, worked in the Opposition, and is
now presiding over the Senate.

When he was a member of the Executive Committee
of Education in the 2nd State Council, it was he who coined
the slogan ‘“‘every citizen must have an education” and
proposed the free Education Scheme.

In the first Parliament as Minister of Food and Co-op-
eratives he created the Co-operative Wholesale Establish-
ment and other institutions to help the Co-operative
Movement which was dear to him. He often said that the
ideal State should have a “Co-operative State.”

Outside his political activities his chief endeavour was
to advance the cause of Buddhism and to encourage national
and cultural movements. The Buddha Jayanthi celebrations
were organized by him as Minister of Home Affairs, and
for the first time since the commencement of British rule,
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financial aid was given by the State to Buddhist places of
worship and institutions.

Since 1965 he has sought the calmer atmosphere of
the Second Chamber and has been its President since 1965.
His contribution to the progress of our people cannot
be measured in mere words for they range over a wide
field covering religion, politics, culture and many other
facets of public and social life.

There is no one who meets him who does not like him,
and it is my wish, and I know of so many others, that
for many more years this kind and gentle servant of the
people may be able to help his countrymen in the future
as he has done in the past.
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CARDINAL’S MESSAGE

A volume of felicitations on such a milestone in life’s
career as the completion of forty years of high functions
of public service 1s a gesture of recognition that is being
offered to the Hon’ble Mr. A. Ratnayake.

The idea stands to the credit of those who have under-
taken the pleasing task. No doubt the actual volume will
be an adequate fulfilment of that objective in vivid recalling
of events and weighty assessment of their significance to
the Country’s welfare no less than to a notable career.

We may certainly hope that beyond this immediate
scope of honouring an occasion, the “Volume” will have
the further result of stimulating our youth to take the
measurements for their own career of service to Harmony,
Perseverance and Improvement that hold the secret to
Lanka’s return to historic excellence.

My best wishes accompany the “Volume” on its errand.

THOMAS CARDINAL COORAY O.M.IL
ARCHBISHOP OF COLOMBO

ARCHBISHOP’S HOUSE,
CoLoMBO

CEYLON
7th September, 1971.
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PART III

Articles of Appreciation and Evaluation of the
contribution of Mr. A. Ratnayake to the national
and social progress of Ceylon by contemporary social
and public workers.







A. RATNAYAKE AST KNEW HIM . ..

by
A. P. JAYASURIYA

(Leader of the Senate and Acting Minister of Justice)

A happy memory of a close and unbroken friendship
dating back to our schooldays, which has weathered the
storms of political change and personal grief and stress,
this is the picture which remains firmly implanted in my
mind as I look back on more than forty years that have
passed since I first met Ratnayake as a school mate at
the Royal College. We were then about seventeen years

of age, preparing to leave school and embark upon the
journey of life. Our school began at 10.30 in the morning
and we generally left home for school after an early lunch.
During the interval Ratnayake and I used to repair for
tea to a nearby restaurant at the turn to Bagatalle Road,
and our conversation frequently turned upon the question
of what we intended to do when we left school. 1 vividly
remember Ratnayake’s very solemn and considered pro-
nouncement made during one of these meetings which
has ever since lingered in my mind, and which I frequently
recall with affectionate amusement, as characteristic
of the man and his whole life “I don’t propose taking
to any lucrative profession,” hegravely pointificated with
a prophetic vision and yearnmg, for there could
hardly have been a less “lucrative” profession that he
could have chosen than the forty years of silent, selfless,
and unostentatious dedication and service to the nation
and people in every imaginable sphere of public life and
welfare. It was both an interesting and illuminating
experience to listen to him as he passionately discoursed
about, and bemoaned the sufferings of the common people,
without food, or a proper shelter, and facing constant
insecurity in their lives. In all this his great mentor and
inspirer was his father who had been a tireless worker
in the temperance and other social movements of the time,
and a close associate of Anagarika Dharmapala.
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After leaving school we used to meet from time to time
but there was nothing of very special importance which we
had to record. Ratnayake was busy with his University
career and his law studies, after which he functioned for
a short time as Principal of Mahabodi College in Colombo.

The next interesting phase of our association came in
1931 when Ratnayake had been elected as Representative
for the Dumbara seat in the State Council, and we again
used to meet at tea in the refectory there, or at the Globe
Hotel and discuss the economic situation of the people in
general and the Kandyan peasantry in particular, the
theme which was ever dear to his heart.

At the elections of 1936,1, too, entered the State Council,
and thereafter our meetings became even more frequent
and intimate. One of the common friends we often used
to meet during this period was T. D. Jayasuriya, who was
previously a teacher at Royal College and had now been
appointed Secretary to C. W. W. Kannangara, Minister of
Education. As Ratnayake was a member of the Executive
Committee of Education, there were numerous official
matters which he had to discuss with Jayasuriya while I,
too, very conveniently used these occasions to settle various
problems relating to my constituents which required
decision by the Ministry of Education. It was a most
agreeable combination of personal friendship and public
duty. Whenever I had any work for my constituency
to be done by the Ministry of Education I went to Ratnayake
and it was promptly attended to. Likewise when he had
matters pertaining to his Dumbara constituents to be
done by the Ministry of Local Government he brought
them to me. Since we both represented provincial consti-
tuencies we made it a practice to stay overnight at the
Victoria Hotel whenever the sessions lasted several days.

His speeches, on the carefully selected occasions when
he spoke, were most thoughtful and impassioned, and
were invariably interspersed with an abundance of witty
comment and lively good humour. In fact he was easily the
most witty speaker I have yet listened to in my whole
public career, notwithstanding the fact that the subjects
about which he spoke were always of a serious character.
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He had made a special study of the problem of education
generally, and of our special problems in that field. The
real credit for initially proposing the adoption of Free
Education as a fundamental national® policy is almost
entirely his and he Jmay truly be considered the ‘“‘Father
of Free Education.” The peculiar manner in which this
revolutionary proposal came tc be accepted is still not
sufficiently widely known and will bear recounting in
some detail. Soon after the appointment of the Special
Committee of Education which included, besides the
members of the Executive Committee of Education, a
number of School Managers and several educationists
such as P. de S. Kularatne, Warden Saram of St. Thomas,
College and Sir Ivor Jennings Vice-Chancellor of the
Ceylon University, Ratnayake became the victim of a
somewhat serious motor accident which prevented him
from attending meetings of the Committee for almost the
entire duration of its sittings. When he was at length
able to attend a meeting almost at the end of the Committee’s
deliberations, he broke out into a vehement protest that
although the importance of the Committee’s function in
relation to the future of education in Ceylon had been
much publicised, he for one could see nothing unusual or
exceptional in its proposals. The one truly revolutionary
proposal the Committee could make, if that was its intention,
was to make Education in School and at the University
free of any payment. Ratnayake had hardly ended these
preliminary observations when Minister Kannangara who
was presiding, sharply reprimanded him for trying to delay
still further the issue of the report when the Committee
was already being accused of undue delay. Ratnayake,
however, was not going to be lightly put off, and as he
kept urging the Minister to allow him a little time to explain
his proposals, Mr. Kularatne and some other members
of the Committee entered the room and intervened to
say that several of them were of the same view and had
just brought with them a rider to be appended to the report
regretting the failure of the Committee to advocate the
principle of Free Education. With this the whole position
changed, and soon Mr. Kannangara himself was supporting
the proposal! The only known opponent of the principle
now was, Sir Ivor Jennings, who seeing the unanimity
of support, and unwilling to declare his formal opposition,
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quietly rose from his seat and left the meeting. Thus was
won the great victory of free Education, which as the
years passed not only transformed the social scene in the
country, but made Ceylon known throughout the world
as the piones: of one of the greatest measures of social
reform known in history.

It was perhaps in the fitness of things that this should
have been almost the concluding act of the Second State
Council constituted under the Donoughmore proposals,
which had been responsible for introducing various other
measures of social and economic reform. For the country
was now moving into a new era in which political parties
were hereafter to determine major questions of national
policy, and the voice of the individual member was to be
less and less heard. Ratnayake had by now,however, finished
the most important part of his constructive activities. It
only remained to gather in the harvest which he had been
so assiduously sowing.

Meanwhile a new factor had entered into our political
life. This was the arrival of Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike from England and his almost immediate elevation
to political leadership. With the inauguration of the Sinhala
Maha Sabha with Mr. Bandaranaike as its President
and Mr. Ratnayake as the senior deputy president, the
political situation, vis a vis Ratnayake and myself, took a
new turn.

Thereafter for several years the three of us were the
constant and inseparable companions on motor car journeys
which took us into every nook and corner of the country,
carrying silently into the remote villages and hamlets of
Ceylon the message of that priceless sinhala culture and
heritage which, on the one hand had so valiantly withstood
the recurring assaults of South Indian invaders extending
over a period of over ten centuries, and on the other hand
had faced and overcome the dangers of total extermination
by three of the most powerful western nations, as had
happened to the numerous powerful Red Indian civilizations,
the Maya, Inca, and Sioux spread out over the entire North
American continent, and to the equally warlike if culturally
less developed Maori tribes of Australia and New Zealand.
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On these long journeys we discussed incessantly the
manifold valuable aspects of our past political and social
organisation and Institutions which were now threatened
with disintegration and decay, unless a new vigour and
vitality were quickly infused into them. In the course of these
journeys we also came to a deeper understanding of each
other, and Ratnayake proved to be a veritable mine of
Buddhist learning and lore. Then, too, 1 discovered how
much of a common idealism was shared by both Mr.
Bandaranaike and Mr. Ratnayake,deeply grounded in their
intense love for the people and their equally deep attachment
to Buddhism which they firmly agreed was a religion
which existed not on the appeal tomere faith, but to reason
and intelligence. Nor was religion for them a mere intel-
lectual cloak or armour, but something upon the doctrines
and principles of which they fashioned their lives. I well
remember how on one of these excursions, he explained
to us in detail the meaning of the Buddhist Sutra beginning
“Suvakkhato, Bhagavato, Dhammiko....” with a profun-
dity and erudition which left us surprised and astonished.
The philosophy of the Middle Path which is such a central
feature of Buddhist thought also fundamentally influenced
Mr. Bandaranaike when the occasion arose subsequently
for formulating the socialist policy and creed of the S.L.E.P.
It is, therefore, with a profound sense of satisfaction
that from the vantage point of close observation of both
their thought and conduct I can truthfully declare that
none of these leaders sought anything for themselves.
They worked sincerely for the benefit of the country.

It was in this spirit that, although they were without any
doubt among the foremost liberal political thinkers of
Ceylon in recent times, they were nevertheless prepared,
to risk the charge of sectarianism and narrow communalism
which might be levelled against them by their political
critics and enemies. Until then the fact had escaped notice
that while there was a political organisation which look-
ed after the interests of every other community, the case,
of the Sinhalese alone was in danger of going by default,
and we therefore thought it necessary to awaken the Sinha-
lese to this situation. It was partly for this reason that
the first three or four sessions of the Sinhala Maha Sabha
were held in Anuradhapura where the position of the
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Sinhalese was so precarious that when we first went there
we could not find a single Sinhalese who was prepared to
face the polls in order to gain entry into the local Urban
Council. The Executive Committee of Local Government
had in fact to nominate a Sinhalese to the Council there, as
an unrepresented interest! However, after the last annual
meeting of the Sinhala Maha Sabha which was held at
Anuradhapura, it became possible for a Sinhalese not
merely to enter the Urban Council but even to become
its Chairman. It was during this time that Mr. Bandara-
naike decided to create the sacred city of Anuradhapura,
and transfer to a new site the overcrowded slum dwellings
and commercial buildings which were disfiguring the beauty
and serenity of the ancient capital.

In 1948 when the Ceylon National Congress was dissolved
and replaced by the United National Party representing
an amalgamation of several of the existing parties on the
eve of the adoption of the Soulbury Constitution, the
question arose as to whether the Sinhala Maha Sabha
should join the new Party or remain an independent entity.
Although a large section of the party wished to function
as an independent party, a powerful appeal by Mr. Bandara-
naike at a largely attended meeting held at Anuradhapura
that at that critical juncture in the country’s development
the Maha Sabha should, in the national interest, join the
the new organisation, the members decided to accede to
the proposal of the leader, but without any formal dis-
solution of the Maha Sabha.

In the first Parliament under the new constitution with
Mr. D. S. Senanayake as Prime Minister, Mr. Ratnayake
became Minister of Food and Co-operatives. During
this period I had occasion to frequently seek the assistance
of Mr. Ratnayake in matters relating to my constituency
and always received his prompt attention and help.

About 1949 or 1950 strains were developing within the
U. N. P. organisation and both Mr. Bandaranaike and
indicated in our conversations with Mr. Ratnayake that
we were dissatisfied with the way in which the affairs of
government were being conducted. @ Mr. Ratnayake,
although he conceded the validity of much of our criticism,
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indicated nevertheless that he would like to remain with
the government and not break away.

On the death of Mr. D. S. Senanayake shortly after
the formation of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party by Mr.
Bandaranaike, Mr. Dudley Senanayake succeeded his
father as Prime Minister and continued as Prime Minister
after the election victory of the UNP in 1951 until his
resignation in 1952, when Sir John Kotalawela succeeded
him. During this period Ratnayake continued to function
successively as Minister of Food and Co-operatives and
Minister of Home Affairs in the Cabinets of Dudley
Senanayake and Kotalawela. Throughout these years,
although we were in different political parties, our frinedship
remained unshaken; and we continued to meet and visit
each other frequently. In 1951 I lost my parliamentary
seat while Ratnayake continued as Minister till 1956.

The encouragement, support, and assistance received
at all times from Mrs. Ratnayake helped him greatly and
lightened the heavy burden of a politician’s life.

I have stayed often at their home at Katugastota and
dined and lunched there, and so can speak from personal
knowledge. Not only have they enjoyed the blessing of
an extremely happy married life, but they have also had
the good fortune to have brought up a very happy family
devoted to them, who are doing well in life.



TRIBUTE TO
A GOOD FRIEND AND AN ELDER STATESMAN

by
DRr. N. M. PERERA, M. P.

Minister of Finance

I am glad with the rest of those who know Mr. A. Ratna-
yake to pay this tribute to him at the moment of his
leave-taking from active political life. I have known
Mr. A. Ratnayake for over 35 years. My recollection
goes back to the days of the Suriya Mal campaign when
we launched an island-wide movement to help those
afflicted by the scourge of Malaria. He gave us unstinted
support as a Member of the State Council and we were
able to bring medical aid and other nourishment to
thousands of people with his help. The warm friendship
that began then has continued to this day.

We came together more intimately as members of the
State Council. Mr. Ratnayake was returned for the second
time as the member for Dumbara and I came for the

first time as the member for Ruwanwella. Politically,
those were hectic days. Mr. Philip Gunawardene and I
led the assualt on the old brigade, the Jayatilake-Senanayake
combination that dominated the political scene both
inside and outside the legislative assembly. We felt that
they were a reactionary clique out to compromise with
the British Raj and not devoted to the obtainment of
independence for Ceylon. We endeavoured to rally all
elements that opposed this domination. It was a measure
of their unpopularity that we succeeded in electing Sir
Waitilingam Duraiswamy as the Speaker of the State
Council in preference to Mr. Francis Zoysa, the nominee
of the Jayatilake-Senanayake combination. In the organi-
zation of the State Council that was the only success we
could claim. That defeat frightened the old brigade. They
rallied their forces, cajoled and dpleaded and succeeded in
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thwarting our other efforts to sponsor more progressive
elements. As the Minister of Education, we were very
keen on having Mr. Ratnayake, but we failed.

In the debates of the State Council, I found Mr. Rat-
nayake to be one of the best supporters of most motions
that we put forward and motions like feeding of
school children and the banning of immigration into Ceylon.
He was one of the few progressives in the State Council.
There were moments no doubt when we could not and
did not see eye to eye, but in very many measures for the
amelioration of the vast mass of people in this country,
Mr. Ratnayake was always with us. He was an able speaker
with a ready wit. It was a pleasure to listen to him. He
had always something fresh to contribute.

With our incarceration in 1940 I lost touch with him
during those war years. From the records, I have known
that he has continuously canvassed for our release. He
was also instrumental together with Mr. George E. de Silva
in obtaining decent conditions for us as detenus. If 1
remember right, he did visit us at the Kandy barracks
where we were locked up until our escape in 1942. Another
frequent visitor was of course Mr. George R. de Silva.

With the new Soulbury constitution after the elections
of 1947 Mr. Ratnayake moved away from us politically.
He became a Minister in the first Cabinet of Mr. D. S.
Senanayake. If my memory serves me right, he was the
Minister for Food and Co-cperatives. By that time, he
had joined the United National Party, and we found our-
selves directly opposing him in Parliament. Doubtless
many hard things were said in the heat of the debate in
Parliament, but they never marred the good personal
relationship that existed between the two of us. His essential
generosity of heart never forsook him. For all our political
differences, we continued to be good friends as before.
I do not believe Mr. Ratnayake could have been very
happy with some of the things that his Cabinet did. I have
no doubt he will look back with regret to the good old
days when we could freely pummel officials without the
~care and responsibility of a ministerial post. I think
it is true tosay whatever progressive proposition was
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put forward by us from the Opposition, there was no
mistaking of the sympathies of Mr. Ratnayake.

Mr. Ratnayake has been so long in our political life,
one could scarcely conceive of him as a retired man. I have
not the slightest doubt that he will be of service to this
country as an elder statesman. His mature experience and
wide knowledge can be of benefit to Ceylon, just as we
are embarking on a new Constitution which will finally
place the imprimatur of independence on our country.

It 1s needless to say that I wish him well and I hope
he will enjoy his well-earned rest from the arduous labours
of about 40 years in the hurly-burly of Ceylon politics.
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RECOLLECTIONS OF SENATOR RATNAYAKE
by

Ar-Has Sir Razik Fareep, KT., 0.B.E., J.P.,

Life President, All-Ceylon Moors* Islamic Cultural Home (Inc)

Senator the Hon. Abayaratne Ratnayake who today
adorns the Chiar of the Upper House of the country’s legisla
ture as its President being a person of many attainments and
wide interests could be considered more an institution than
a mere individual.

A most modest, humane and lovable personality, he
has during the past forty years - during 35 years of which
I had had the pleasure of being associated with him as a
legislator both in the State Council and in the House of
Representatives - never wavered in his beliefs and ideals,
Representing as he did a then under-developed valley
nestling in the lap of the Kandyan hills and neglected for
decades, but having every claim to attention enshrining
as it did some of the most glorious chapters of our Island
story, he fought hard both as a back bencher and as a
Cabinet Minister for the economic well-being of the area as
well as its residents. And I must say that his efforts have

been rewarded to such a remarkable degree for what was
then a veritable wilderdess unapproachable except by

foot is today an area humming with life and enjoying many
facilities of the modern age.

Above all these achievements, it can be truly said
of the Hon. Ratnayake that he has approached and solved
many a problem impassionately and wisely and I venture
to think that there is perhaps no better ambassador of
goodwill than himself amongst those active in politics
today.
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May he live long amidst us blessed with good health and
fortune so that he may continue with ardour and enthusiasm
the very laudable work of inter-religious and inter-com-
munal harmony that has been engaging his special attention
in the recent past! May his counsel be valuable to the

councils of our land in the future as it has been in the
past.



THE INSPIRER AND PROGENITOR
OF THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF BUDDHISM

by
DR. G. P. MALALASEKERA

I am very happy to have this opportunity of conveying
my sincere felicitations to Senator the Hon. A. Ratnayake
on his completion of nearly forty years of valuable service in
various fields of national, religious, cultural, social and
political activity, and of paying my tribute to him for his
devotion and dedication to the numerous humanitarian
causes in which he has shown such deep and abiding
interest.

I remember him telling me once of how this interest
was awakened in him. As with so many of us, it was the
unforgettable impact of that ardent patriot, great Buddhist
and nationalist revivalist, the Anagarika Dharmapala
(later the Ven. Devamitta Dharmapala) which inspired
young Ratnayake and set him ablaze with vigour and
enthusiasm to do something worthwhile for his religion
and for his people.

That was way back in 1914, as far as I remember the
Senator telling me. The Anagarika had found in Ratnayake’s
father a great admirer and a faithful devotee. P.B. Ratnayake
was one of the mighty stalwarts of the Temperance Movement
which was then sweeping throughout Ceylon and which
was the mainspring, as it turned out later, of various
social and political reforms. P. B. was a frequent visitor
at the Anagarika’s residence and young Ratnayake often
accompanied his father on these visits. ILater, when he
came to Colombo for his studies, he stayed with
Anagarika.

It was during this period that the Anagarika often spoke
to him about an impending & important event in the history
of Buddhism, the celebration of the 2500th year of the
Buddha’s Parinirvana. There had been a long-established
belief in Ceylon that after this significant event there would
be a great upsurge of Buddhism throughout the world.
This unique celebration was to take place in the year 1956
of the Christian era and the Anagarika had a premonition
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that he would not be alive to see it. But, he wanted
Ratnayake to take note of it and make a solemn vow
that he would do everything he could to make the eventa
SUCCESS.

And, so it came to pass, by decree of Destiny, that
38 years later, in 1952, Ratnayake, having by that time
entered active politics, became a Minister of the Government
of the day, under Sir John Kotelawala, and was appointed
Minister of Home Affairs. This gave him the opportunity
for the fulfilment of his most cherished ambition. - He
persuaded his Prime Minister to appoint, with the Cabinet’s
approval, a Committee to make arrangements for the
Buddha Jayanthi (as it was called) with himself as Chairman
of the Committee. The Buddha Jayanthi was celebrated
in many countries of the world, but nowhere with greater
eclat than in Ceylon where the celebrations took various
forms. There were the usual traditional pinkamas alms-
-givings, the chanting of pirith, pilgrimages to sacred
shrines, the restoration of ancient monuments, etc. But,
in addition to all these, the Committee, at the instance
of its Chairman, decided that several projects should be
initiated that would be of lasting benefit to the Buddhists
of Ceylon in particular and to the whole of humanity
in general. Among these projects were the publication of
the complete Pali Text of the Tripitaka with a Sinhala
translation to accompany the Text and the compilation
of two encyclopaedias, one of which was the Sinhala
Encyclopaedia, in Sinhala, on the lines of modern ency-
clopaedias dealing with all branches of knowledge.

The other was the Encyclopaedia of Buddhism, to be
published in English, “containing all the information
available on Buddhism and its significant contribution
to human culture and civilisation.” It was to be an
international undertaking, to be implemented with the
co-operation of scholars from many parts of the world,
specialists in their own fields of Buddhist studies. I was
appointed Honorary Editor in Chief and asked to organise
the work. For this purpose, in the course of a world
tour arranged for me, I visited many countries, both of
the East and the West, including India, Burma, Thailand,
Cambodia, Viet Nam, Indonesia. Japan, China, Mongolia
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England, France, Germany, Belgium, Holland, Hawaii,
and the U. S. A. I was thus enabled to meet scholars of
international repute, seek their advice and co-operation
and obtain their consent to contribute articles for the
Encyclopaedia. In several countries, chiefly in Japan,
and China, Committees were appointed to co-ordinate
the work of scholars there and to facilitate direct contact
with those concerned. This was particularly important
in order that the Encyclopaedia should contain authentic
information regarding Mahayana Schools of Buddhism
which are prevalent in these countries.

In all these activities Senator Ratnayake evinced the
greatest possible interest and gave every assistance. He
wanted the Encyclopaedia to be a monumental work, giving
details on all that Buddhism contributed to the welfare of
mankind, its history, doctrine and philosophy, the Fine
Arts, etc., in a word, all the contribution needed for the
ennoblement and the enrichment of human life.

An editorial office was set up for the Encyclopaedia in
Peradeniya in the University Park, by courtesy of the
University of Ceylon, and a number of full-time editors
were appointed to carry out the work of compilation.
an Advisory Board was constituted of eminent scholars both
from Ceylon and abroad to give direction and guidance.
Since the Encyclopaedia was a pioneer work in its field,
a great deal deal of preliminary work had to be undertaken
before publication could begin.

But, once begun, sending materials to the Printer has
continued apace. It is estimated that the Encyclopaedia
when completed would consist of 10 volums of approxi-
mately 1000 pages each. Two volums have been already
issued and the 3rd volume is in process of publication.
Articles have been written up to the end of the letter R.
The printing is done at the Government Press, whose
authorities have done their best in spite of the very heavy
pressure of official Government work which must always
receive priority. This has resulted in considerable delays.

‘There have been other unforseen difficulties to contend
with. It was decided quite early in the implementation



134

of the project that the Encyclopaedia should be printed
in fascicules of between 150 and 200 pages each, so that
publication could be expedited, thus providing speedier
availability of information contained in the Encyclopaedia.
But, it sometimes happens that a fascicule. would be held
up because of the late arrival of one or more articles which
had been entrusted to an eminent scholar and without

which that particular fascicule cannot be published since
the fascicules are printed in alphabetical order. Most of the
original articles written by scholars in Japan have been in
Japanese and have had to be translated before inclusion in
the Encyclopaedia. Translators for this purpose are rare
because they need to have a good knowledge not only of
Japanese and English but also of Japanese Buddhism
with its many unique technical terms for which English
equivalents have often to be coined afresh. Yet, in spite
of these various handicaps the Encyclopaedia of Buddhism
has made reasonable progress. Of course, all connected
with the work wish that it could be expedited.

Our Encyclopaedia of Buddhism is bound to have has
many imperfections and shortcomings, many sins of
omission and commission of which we are deeply conscious.
This is inescapable in a pioneer work such as ours. In -
fact, we regard the first edition as largely an experimental
one to form the basis for a much better second edition.
But, we can state with a great deal of satisfaction that
the fascicules so far published have won praise from those
competent to judge their merits. Here, for example, is an
extract from a letter, dated 16th June 1971, from one of the
foremost Buddhist scholars in the world, the Lama Anaga-
rika Govinda, who wrote in reply to a request for an
article on some aspects of Tantric Buddhism : “You may
be sure that I shall ever be ready to assist you in this
wonderful work of yours to the best of my ability. I greatly
admire the way in which this Encyclopaedia has been
organised and edited. It will be the greatest source of
Buddhist knowledge and tradition for the future, and it is
all the more important at the present juncture of human
history when all values of the past are in a state of dis-
solution.” -
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Senator the Hon. A. Ratnayake can, therefore, feel
righteous joy that a project which he had brought into
being and the progress of which he has followed with
abiding interest, is likely to reach fruition and ensure
the fulfilment of his hopes and aspirations. The Buddha
has declared that the gift of the Dhamma excels all other
gifts. It 1s this gift that the Encyclopaedia of Buddhism
seeks to provide. May his participation in this noble
venture, therefore, bring to the Honourable Senator
long life, peace of mind and great happiness and many
more years of activity for the welfare of mankind, for
whom he has always shown so much compassion and
for whose welfare he has laboured incessantly for nearly
half a century.



SENATOR A. RATNAYAKE AND THE CO-OPERATIVE
MOVEMENT

By
S. C. FERNANDO

(Registrar Co-operative Societies 1948; Co-op. Commissioner 1953-6)

Mr. Abhyaratne Ratnayake was without doubt the most
understanding and the most enthusiastic of all the Ministers
placed in charge of the Co-operative Movement since
Independence. Mr. D. S. Senanayake, who appointed
him as the first Minister of Food and Co-operative Under-
takings under the Soulbury Constitution in 1947, had
himself been in charge of the subject as Minister of Agricul-
ture and Lands continuously from 1931 till 1947 under the
Donoughmore Constitution. His interest in the Movement
had been an abiding one even earlier, and he used often
to say at meetings how, long before he took to politics
he found that the Credit Society in the rural areas was
the only organization or agency in Ceylon from which
the peasant could borrow small sum without any tangible
security at so low a rate as 2%, '

Mr. Ratnayake as Minister in 1947 was quick to grasp
the essential basis of this lending, without any material
security at all, but solely on mutual trust and local know-
ledge, with the entire society pledging itself to unlimited
liability. However, this factor was not so alarming to
individual members as it sounded because its mere existence
entailed that the proper use of every loan, which had
also to be for an economic and productive purpose, because
thereby the concern of the entire society, and not merely
of the two guarantrors who primarily guaranteed the
individual loan.

The Credit Society, first introduced to Ceylon by the
Co-operative Ordinance of 1911, like its Indian counterpart
by the Act of 1904, was based on the well known German
system styled Raiffeisson after its author of over a century
ago. At the inception in Ceylon the colonial government
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provided for loans from the Local Loans and Development
Fund. Gradually, the Movement built up Provincial
Banks for each of the nine provinces with capital initially
from actual savings and deposits of members as societies
both fructified and multiplied. Incidentally the primary
societies were styled and thrift societies to emphasis the
aspect of saving as a moral responsibility.

It should be mentioned, to illustrate how unlimited
liability served as a bedrock that at one stage, out of
some Rs. 12,000,000 loaned by the L.L.D.F. only a paltry
Rs. 4,000/- had to be written off as irrecoverable a fraction
of what the fund would have earned as interest over the
years meantime.

Then, soon after Mr. Ratnayake came, even before
all the provinces had set up banks, the Movement was
given, as its own Apex or balancing institution, the
Co-operative Federal Bank, with an initial loan from the
Government of Rs. 2,000,000.

The early history of the Co-operative Movement in
Ceylon can be said to be the history of the Credit Society
because the Ordinance of 1911 provided for this type
only, until in the 1920’s an amendment was passed which
stimulated a wide variety of other types including consumers’
stores, small and large business societies and even dozens
of Co-operative hospitals. Our Movement had expanded
so vastly by 1956 that by them the variety of types had
reached nearly 100, and the number of societies some
10,000, with a turnover of nearly Rs. 2,000 million per

annum/!

It was for the same reason of caution at its start that
the Movement was at its purest when it was confined to
this safe and modest credit type. Our fieldstaff were carefully
trained, and so were the potential members. Generally
no credit society was ever registered except after a minimum
period of six months’ training and apprenticeship. The
great merit of this system, as it appealed to Mr. Ratnayake
when he became Minister in 1947 was that it helped to
build character, developed a great sense of honesty, unitll,
usefulness, and many other moral qualities. ‘Each for All,
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and All for Each’ was the co-operative motto that inspire
the adherents of all faiths, who saw in it an ideal that
their own Founders endeavoured to inculcate at all times.
Mr. Ratnayake would often point out at meetings how
close all co-operative principles were to the teaching of
Lord Buddha.

There was hardly a part of the Island he failed to visit
during his five years as Minister in charge of the subject.
His speeches were always a great inspiration to us officials
who accompanied him, because it was propaganda in
the best sense to very large gatherings.

The War Years and the Stores Movement

This slowly progressive and soundly based Movement:
however, received a tremendous impetus from the War
Emergency, especially after the Japanese entry in December
1941 and the very real threat of invasion of Ceylon after
what was considered only as a prelude in the Air Raids
over Colombo and Trincomalee in April 1942, Till the

War began there was only 1 village store and some 22
Estate stores in the whole Island. But with the Air Raids
driving away most of the traders from Colombo, particularly
foreigners, the Movement was suddenly called upon by
Sir Oliver Goonetilleke, then Civil Defence Commissioner,
to undertake the entire rice distribution in Colombo City
to a population of over 300,000. The situation in the
big towns was little different, and with the need for the
equitable distribution of all scarce commodities becoming
a vital necessity the number of co-operative stores had
reached a peak of 4034 in a few weeks. For a period,
the stores worked extremely well, with the most eminent
men and women coming forward to form the managing
committees. But as time passed unscrupulous people
found that there was good money in a system of sheltered
selling points on which Government lavished all its attention,
sometimes supplying them exclusively with commodities in
short supply, and not surprisingly before long corruption
set in. Hasty organization, with little time to probe the
human material that seemed only too eager to come
forward, and with our staff heavily overworked, was
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the main reason that contributed to giving the entire
Movement a bad name.

However, for years Mr. Ratnayake was able to proclaim
with pride, perhaps over a hundred times at meetings,
that there was not a single case of starvation in Ceylon,
thanks to the rigid and equitable distribution of what little
was available at any single time. Only the well-developed
Ceylon Co-operative system could make this possible,
whereas in neighbouring India, in Bengal alone, millions
are said to have died in the midst of comparative plenty,
with unscrupulous hoarders cornering and selling at
exorbitant rates while the suffering poor, almost within
sight, were deprived of even a morsel for lack of the where-
withal to pay the demanded skyrocketing prices.

Instrument of Government Policy

Thus, beginning with the stores drive of 1942, the
Co-operative Movement has been evoked, and also
readily responded, to become a most dependable instrument
of Government Policy. So it has been ever since. Even as
recently as April 1971 during the Insurrection, it was the
Co-operative Movement that readily came forward to
save the country in food distribution. So, as will be
seen in other notable lines of activity too, it can truly
be said that just as John Milton boasted that if there was
anything difficult to do God always gave it to his English-
men, 1In Ceylon if ever there is an economic crisis the
Government hopefully looks up always to the Co-operative
Movement.

Agricultural Societies

The next, and even bigger advance than with consumers’
stores, was made in 1948, (fully during Mr. Ratnayake’s
stewardship) with the formation of Co-operative Agricul-
tural Production and Sales Societies. These were In a
way supplementary to the decade-old credit society, since
all the cheap credit became useless if the producer was
mulcted of the fruits of his labour when the middleman
bought his produce at distress prices to sell at hundreds
of per cent profit. Marketing Societies were the answer,
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especially for paddy with its guaranteed price, which
seldom reached the actual cultivator. In a hurry to get
his money, or being tied by an old debt to the trader,
it was often found that if the Government guaranteed
Rs. 12/- a bushel, the farmer received only Rs. 8/- or so,
while the trader who only financed cultivation and marketed
his paddy got the balance.

No greater boon was conferred by the Movement to
raise living standards of the cultivator, especially in the
North Central Province, than these CAPS Socisties.
The present writer who first joined the Department in 1939
and saw hardly a banian among bare-bodied village farmers
as he visited a humble credit society, would be thrilled in
the early 1950’s to see the same folk now not only finely
clothed but also equipped with a well-kept push bicycle
and also a shot gun to protect his crops.

There was the humourous side too to this flood and
onrush of sudden affluence to the N. C. P. Once during a
co-operative meeting in 1950, puzzled by the same car
filled with human cargo of parents and a dozen children
parading up and down the same road for an hour, the
writer was laughingly told by the Co-op. Ispector that a
farmer often unable to find an outlet for its fast accumulating
wealth would engage a hiring car for about Rs. 50/- merely
to jaunt up and down his village council roads all morning!

Next came this story from the Prime Minister Dudley
Senanayake himself in 1966. A farmer came to town
with a bundle of notes to buy a radio set and finding the
operator salesman slyly producing only Tamil music,
readily parted with an extra Rs. 100/- when told by the
unscrupulous seller that he could have a set with Sinhala
music too far for the additional price.

School of Co-operation, Polgolla

It was keeping with Mr. Ratnayake’s great faith in
its great educative and character-building value that he
founded this School of Co-operation not far from Kandy.
With one-time military buildings readily available, he
obtained them at once and launched a programme of
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quick expansion with annually provided funds. Very
soon, not only the field staff but also employees of the
larger societies were provided with courses of training.
The reputation of the School soon spread abroad, and
students were sent regularly from various countries of
South-East Asia.

An additional feature was Adult Education, especially
by correspondence courses discussed among groups as in
Sweden.

Education Abroad

Regular education abroad of field staff starting with a
scheme for sending 2 Assistant Registrars a year to tour
Europe was another innovation of Mr. Ratnayake to
serve the same purpose by broadening the outlook of
key men. And its value was so recognised, that after the
founding of the Co-operative Federation of Ceylon in 1955,
leading unofficial co-operators too found their way often on
gratns made by international -authorities.

The All-Island Co-operative Rally of January 1950

A fitting conclusion to this tribute to a great friend and
believer in the Movement would be some mention of this
Rally, which was inspired entirely by Mr. Ratnayake.

Even before 1950 the Movement had expanded so fast
with over 6000 societies, that it was a formidable under-
taking unlike the last previous rally of 15 years earlier
when the number was barely 1000. Fortunately a conference
of unofficial co-operators at the Ministry heartily supported
the idea, and with full knowledge that necessary funds
would be forthcoming the gigantic task was undertaken
The only suitable venue for such a vast gathering could
be the Colombo Race Course, and the Turf Club readily
agreed to make the two big Grand Stands and the necessary
portion of the premises available for the two-day Rally.

It was a great success, and almost every society was
represented. When out of a large number sent in, about
14 Resolutions were freely discussed among 6000 delegates
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for about three hours, with the Minister Mr. Ratnayake
in the Chair, and the public address system making speeches
possible from over 25 different points and in full hearing
of the whole assembly, one newspaper had a banner
headline to say that it was easily the biggest business
meeting, ever held in Ceylon. Mr. Ratnayake have the
further ideas of having all 6000 delegates parade the streets
of Colombo in chartered buses, and personnel of our
varied activities expressively displayed on floaters.

The Public meeting was the finale, attended not only
by the Governor-General Lord Soulbury, the Prime
Minister, Rt. Hon’ble D. S. Senanayake, Cabinet Ministers,
M.P.’s, the Venerable Mahanayakes of Malwatte and
Asgiriya, the Archbishop of Colombo and many other
notabilities in Ceylon, but also by a visiting British Cabinet

Minister - the Rt. Honble Philip Noel-Baker.

Even though it may appear an anti-climax to mention
it the organisers of the Conference were able to display
the complete universality of the Movement in Ceylon
at the time by having a delegate even from an aboriginal
Veddha Society of faroff Uva Province some 250 miles
away.

Fame Abroad

Before Mr. Ratnayake relinquished his charge of the
Co-operative Movement to become Home Minister, the
Movement had acquired such fame abroad that admirers
and students eager to study and visit were numerous,
and the most signal tribute came to it from a Head of State
while Mr. Ratnayake was still Minister. This was when
the Prime Minister Mr. Dudley Senanayake was returning
to Ceylon via Cairo, in 1952, and General Neguib, then
leader of Egypt, had asked him whether the Ceylon Co-
operative Movement was not believed to be the finest
in the East. |

Such was the high pedestal of achievement reached
by it under the able guidance, enthusiasm, and whole-
hearted support, of Mr. Abhayaratne Ratnayake.
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A. RATNAYAKE, THE FATHER OF
FREE EDUCATION IN CEYLON

by
P. DE s. KULARATNE

It has been my privilege to be associated with Mr. A.
Ratnayake, first, in the relation of teacher and pupil,
second, as a co-worker in education and, third, as Members
of the State Council founded under the Donoughmore
Constitution granted to Ceylon many years ago.

Mr. Ratnayake, I belive, joined the London Matricula-
tion class of Ananda College when I was Principle and
passed the London Matriculation Examination as a
student of the college. Later, he was a member of my
staff. Still later, we were Members of the State Council.
He, I believe, was a Member of the Council before me.
When the Government appointed a Special Committee
on Education in the ‘forties, we were both in that committee
trying to solve the problem of the education of our
children.

In 1942 we were still Members of the State Council
and we continued the work of the Special Committee
on Education, and at the same time, worked together
as members of the Committee on Education under the
Chairmanship of the late C. W. W. Kannangara who
was also Minister of Education. We worked hard for
several years in the Special Committee and made various
suggestions on how our children should be educated
in order to exploit our human assets to the fullest extent.
I believe, we finalized our report in the year 1945 and a
day was appointed for the Members to come together
to sign the report. The main recommendations of this
Committee set out that children should be educated accor-
ding to their talents; education should be free in the primary
classes and should be conducted through the Sinhala
and Tamil media; post-primary education should be in
the English medium and should not be free.

Mr. Natesan, Principal of Ramanathan College, Jaffna.,
Mr. T. B. Jayah, Principal of Zahira College, Colombo.,
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and I met together and discussed this report on a day
prior to the date on which we were to meet to sign this
report. At that discussion we decided that we should
sign this report subject to a rider. The rider being that
all education should be free, But, we decided to ask in
that rider that university education should be free, because,
we three felt that provision should be made to help those
students who were poor and who gained admission to
the University.

We came to the meeting a few minutes late, as I was
waiting for my friends to sign the rider before we came
to the meeting. When we ultimately arrived, we found
Mr. Ratnayake having a heated discussion with the Chair-
man, Mr. Kannagara, on the subject of making education
free. Mr. Ratnayake was urging reasons for his resolu-
tion and Mr. Kannangara was objecting to it telling him
that he was dragging a red-herring across the trail and
that the whole report will have to be re-drafted, as a result
all this could lead to a lot of trouble and confusion. But,
as soon as I went in, I told the Chairman, Mr. Kannagara,
that, as a matter of fact, the three of us were going to
sign the report subject to a rider and presented him with
the documents to that effect. Then, Mr. Kannangara
said, “If that be the view of so many of you, let us take a
vote on the matter.” After the voting we found that
the majority of the members of the committee, except
for a few, were in favour of the resolution. Thus, the
Committee decided that the report should be re-drafted
making the necessary alterations to give effect to our
recommendation that we should have free education
in Ceylon from the Kindergarten to the University.

In proposing this change in the report, Mr. Ratnayake
was influenced very largely by the Basic Education Scheme
proposed by Mahatma Gandhi to solve the problem of
education in India. He visualized that under such a
scheme students would be able to earn as they would
be producing articles which the State could purchase.
“Farning and learning and learning and earning” was
his hope. When the three of us proposed that education
should be free, we also hoped that the State would be
in a position to control free education given to the children
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and guide them according to their talents. The children
were not be given academic and theoretical instruction
free as is being done today.

Even after the change in the proposals to grant free
education, the proposals were not carried by the State
Council. The principal recommendation that either at
the 5th standard stage or some such stage the children
should be sent to three types of schools for post-primary
education was rejected by the State Council on sentimental
and political grounds. The Council, while accepting
the proposal to grant free education, ruined the whole
scheme by rejecting the conditions under which, according
to our proposals free education was to be given. If the
Sth standard stage was too early for such education, then,
it could have been changed to Grade VII or Grade VIII.
But, such a division was essential.

I fought hard in the State Council demanding that
the recommendations of the Special Committee should
be accepted in toto, because, otherwise, the results would
be confusing. And, as I expected, the results of the action
of the State Council has led not only to confusion but
also increased expenditure on education which the State
1s finding it difficult to bear.

If I spend on the education of a child, I should have
the right to see that the child is educated according to
his talents. It is true that parents feed and clothe the
child, but the State is spending on his education. No
country in the world gives free education to its children
as is done by us in Ceylon.

So far as I know, Mr. Ratnayake is an idealist and so
were we. But we have to confess that today politicains
have ruined our proposals and we are not giving education
to our children with a view to the utilization of their talents
in the service of the country. There are so many men
and women wanted for the different duties that have to
be performed in the national service that it is not necessary
to educate our children to sit the present G.C.E. examina-
tion and to sit again if they fail. In fact, even when the
students have failed the examination twice and thrice
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and they are sent out of the Government schools, the
parents continue to send them to private schools and
make them sit the examination with the aim of getting
them through this examination. Out of thousands of
such children, a few may pass the examination and go
on to higher education - a very small percentage - and
benefit from it, but the effort and expenditure is certainly
not worth the while considering that every year more
and more children are being promoted to take their places
in the G.C.E. classes of our schools.

The credit for the grant of free education to our children
should, in accordance with what I have stated, be first

given to Mr. Ratnayake, who in a way may be said to
be the father of free education in Ceylon. It may be
said to the credit of our Minister, Mr. Kannangara, that
although he opposed Mr. Ratnayake when he made the
proposals, once it was accepted, he made it his own child,
adopted it and did his best to give effect to the proposals.

But, the educational problems of the State, if they are
to be solved, must be taken out of the hands of politicians
and handed over to educationists. Politicians should
not be allowed to interfere in the manner in which free
education i1s granted to our children. I remember how
difficult it was, when ! was principal of Ananda College,
to get a parent to agree to his son being given commercial
education. But all those who studied in commercial
classes were able to get employment and do quite well
in their spheres of work.

This is not the place for me to digress on the problems
of education, though 1 feel sorely tempted to do so. But,
I felt that credit for whatever has been done in the granting
of free education should be given to the right persons.

Mr. Ratnayake has served his country and in this service
he has risen to the high post of President of the Senate.
He has served his country to the best of his ability and
as my old friend and colleague I hope that he will live
many more years in retirement and still continue to con-
tribute to the progress of our country.



A GREAT STATESMAN

by

S. SIVASUBRAMANIAM

The subject of this humble contribution is one of the
noblest leaders produced by Ceylon during contemporary
times. His public activities, his political career, his reli-
gious and ethical attitude towards life, men and things
are matters which go to form a noble record which has
inspired not only the present generation but would, if
chronical, be a sourece of inspiration to future generations.
The personality under refrence is the Honourable Senator
A. Ratnayake presently President of the Senate, former
elected Member of the State Council and one of Ceylon’s
former Ministers. He has been acting as a bridge between
the various communities in Ceylon and also has been a
friendly link between Ceylon and other countries. This
particular article will have special refernce to his indefatiga-
ble and unceasing services rendered to the cause of India-

Ceylon friendship and good-will. When I speak of India-
Ceylon good-will and friendship, it is not intended to
be an exclusive attribute. To many in Ceylon including
the writer, India means the whole of the Indian sub-
continent which comprises both Bharat and Pakistan.
With this great sub-continent, Ceylon has had from the
earliest times beyond the dawn of recorded history connec-
tions of a very close and intimate nature. In fact some
say that Ceylon also formed a portion of the sub-continent
at some distant time. Others say Ceylon was part of a
big mass of land which has now disappeared into the

ocean. Whatever it be, Ceylon’s relationship with India
qnd Pakistan has been and continues to be on the friend-
liest terms.

The India-Ceylon Society was formed some years ago.
One of its past President was Sir Albert Peries, former
Speaker of the House of Representatives. Mr. Ratnayake
has been one of its subsequent Presidents and did his
best to promote friendly relationship between India and
Ceylon, the present President being Mr. D. B. Ellepola
another distinguished citizen.
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Among the various valuable services rendered by Hon.
Ratnayake was his invaluable contribution to the success
of the Mahatma Gandhi Centenary Celebrations in Ceylon.
It was said by many eminent non-Ceylonese that the
celebrations in Ceylon reached a very high standard.
Mr. Ratnayake’s personality was greatly responsible for
the success of the celebrations. While, no doubt, the
name of Mahatma Gandhi is very greatly revered by all
sections of the people of Ceylon, yet to bring all sections
together for the consummation of a common object was
an almost Herculean task. A person acceptable to all
communities and creeds and all political parties had to
be found and that person was fortunately for Ceylon
forthcoming in Senator Ratnayake. Our distinguished
leader was responsible for bringing together the following
associations:

Young Men’s Buddhist Association

All Ceylon Buddhist Congress

Anbu Marga Sangam

All-Ceylon Malay League

Young Men’s Christian Association

Democratic Workers Congress

Parsis Club

Ceylon National Chamber of Commerce
~ Planters Association

Sinhalese Merchants Chamber

Sindhi Association

Memon Merchants Association

Buddhist Theosophical Society

All Ceylon Moors Association

Moors Islamic Cultural Home

All Ceylon Hindu Congress

Muslim League

Kerala Sangam

Catholic Union of Ceylon

Ceylon Workers Congress

Ramakrishna Mission

Vivekananda Society

Ceylon Chamber of Commerce

Law Society

Indian Mercantile Chamber

Chettiyars Association
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Congress of Religions

Kandy an Youth League
Mahabodhi Society of Ceylon
International Islamic Institute.

In his opening address delivered on 17th February, 1968,
Senetaor Ratnayake recalled the early years of Mahatma’s
life in England and South Africa and of his historic mission
in the Indian freedom movement which resulted in the
deliverance of over five hundred million people from
foreign rule. He stated that the Mahatma achieved a
miracle in the history of political struggless and that his
success was instrumental in several Asian and African
countries including Ceylon in obtaining their freedom.

He also mentioned that people all over the world were
beholden to the Mahatma for their political emancipation
and recalled Mahatma’s visit to Ceylon and its repurcussions.
Owing to Mr. Ratnayake’s personality leaders of the
then Government Party as well as leaders of the then
Opposition fully participated in the proceedings. For the
information of those not intimately connected with Ceylon
politics it might be stated that the Opposition at that time
was led by the Honourable Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike,
the world’s first Lady Prime Minister and Mr. Dudley
Senanayake was the Prime Minister. They both actively
associated themselves with the Centenary celebrations.

The Hon’ble Ratnayake was greatly helpful in obtaining
the support of His Excellency the Governor-General
Mr. William Gopallawa in blessing the Centenary Celebra-
tions. The National Committee for celebrating the Cen-
tenary was held at Queen’s House on 11th September 1968.
The Governor-General in his address stated that Mahatma
Gandhi was one of the greatest men of the century acclaimed
not only by India but by the whole world and that the
greatest tribute that could be paid to that august personality
was to practise what he preached.

Senator Ratnayake moved the following resolution
which was carried unanimously and which represented the
feelings of the entire, population of Ceylon :-
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“As we, in Ceylon, prepare to celebrate the birth
centenary of Mahatma Gandhi, one of the greatest
figures of this age, let us dedicate ourselves to the
principles of peace, non-violence and truth propounded
by all religious teachers and preached and practised
by the Mahatma with great success in the solution of
human problems. The thought uppermost in mind of all
mankind today is the total elimination of wars and
conflicts by releasing the forces of understanding
and good-will.

We firmly believe that there is nothing that cannot be
achieved through persuasion, negotiation, mutual
accommodation and sympathetic appreciation of each
other’s point of view. The only ideology at the present
time that is in consonance with the thought of our
survival is the unity of the human race. If we accept
this as the guiding principle in this year of dedication
to the Mahatma and pursue it faerlessly and stead-
fastly our dream of ‘one world’ - and a world without
war - will be brought closer to fulfilment. Let this
Resolution be transmitted to the four corners of the
world; let all human beings consider seriously which
way lies the path of our salvation; let all of us respond
to the call of our conscience and resolve to act in
a- manner that precludes all bitterness, jealousies
and hatreds and prompts us to establish the rule
of Human Law which means respect for every one
and proposes and underlines a world order where all
nations can co-exist as equals without interference
from each other and where all nations can contribute
towards the welfare of all regardless of colour and
creed.”

The Centenary Committee held various meetings in all
parts of Ceylon and a good number of which were addressed
by Mr. Ratnayake at great personal inconvenience. Among
the distinguished non-Ceylonese who responded to the
invitation of the Centenary Committee who came over to
Ceylon were Sri Jayaprakash Narayan, Srimathi Vijaya-
lakshmi Pandit, Honourable Sri V. V. Giri, President of the
Indian Republic, SriK. P.S. Menon (Senior) and Pandit. H.
N. Kunzru, President of the Servants of India Society.
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The Committee was instrumental in getting Mahatma
Gandhi’s book entitled “All Men are Brothers” printed
and having the same distributed.

As a result of the initiative taken by Senator Ratnayake,
a Trust called the Mahatma Gandhi Trust has been establi-
shed in order to disseminate the teachings, ideals and
thoughts of the Mahatma. That piece of service could not
have been possible without the guidance and leadership
of Senator Ratnayake. The thanks of the Ceylon public are
due to him in an abundant measure for the invaluable service

he rendered towards the cause of India-Ceylon friendship and
good-will. Applying Mahatmaji’s principle he sought at
every turn to bring about reconciliation and the clearing
away of misunderstanding between the various communities
He also devoted himself to causes like temple entry for
certain sections of the Hindu population and made special
trips to Jaffna in this connection, implementing the Mahat-
ma’s advice on the occasion of his visits there.

In rendering such invaluable service he acted in accordance
with the spirit of his religion, Buddhism, of which he
is a great devotee. He has also been treading the path
of nationalism following the example of his own late
revered father Mr. P. B. Ratnayake, one of the pioneers
of the National movement in Ceylon, a fearless and inde-
pendent patriot of great stature. He has also inherited in
ample measure the independence and fearlessness of his
father and gentleness and the ‘“‘karuna” of his mother, so
well known to an earlier generation. He has also followed
the teachings and examples of one of Asia’s greatest leaders

the Venerable Anagarika Dhammapala who found in
Mr. Ratnayake a true and faithful follower.

Long may live Senator Ratnayake to continue his
splendid service to the country with many facets.
His past has been great and noble. It is the earnest wish
and hope of many that the years ahead of him will constitute
an even greater and nobler record resounding to the welfare
of Ceylon and of Asia,



FORTY YEARS IN THE LIME LIGHT OF
NATIONAL SERVICE AND ENDEAVOUR

by
S. THONDAMAN

President, Ceylon Workers’ Congress

Normally it 1s a formidable task to pick out a single
episode from the life of a figure which has basked in the
lime light of public affairs for forty years; for this is the
unique record held by Senator Ratnayake, who has been
a legislator from 1931 to 1971 except for a brief break
between 1956 to 1960. The difficulty arises when one is
confronted by a kaleidoscope of experience and events
which overlap one another so closely that they from an
intricate pattern that requires an Archimedes to unravel.

Therefore 1 can count myself among the fortunates,
who are able to recount an episode concerning the Senate
President that has not only made a lasting impression
on me but has also had in my opinion a remarkable impact
on the Third World.

Being a labour man myself and having been associated
with the work of the International Labour Organisation
both Ceylon’s Worker Delegate for the Annual Conference
for quite a number of years and participating in the 1LO’s
various other activities; I am constantly reminded of the
ILO’s motto that “POVERTY ANYWHERE IS A DAN-
GER TO PROSPERITY EVERYWHERE”, when 1 think
of Senator Ratnayake. I don’t say for a certainity whether
he was familiar with the work of the ILO in 1950 when
he led the Ceylon Delegation to the Inter-Parliamentary
Union Conference that was held in Dublin that year. But
he certainly developed this theme to a fine refinement
at this Conference; which made unmentioned Ceylon

rocket into newspaper headline prominence all over
England.

The Ceylon Delegation which was led by Ratnayake,
then Food Minister, comprised V. Kumarasamy, H. Sr
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Nissanka, Prof. S. A. Pakeman, A. R. Perera, R. G.
Senanayake who functioned as Secretary of the Delegation
and myself. When we landed in Dublin on that distant
day of September 1950, we were unknown figures, with
only the bright Irish sunshine to greet us. But diminutive
Ratnayake proceeded to remedy the situation in chara-
cteristic fashion.

It was during this time that there was a terrifying famine
in some parts of India and China while charges were freely
made that the surplus grain and dairy products in the
U. S. A. were being destroyed in order to maintain the
price levels of these products in the world market.
This situation was seized upon by Ratnayake to move a
resolution at the Conference which related to the grant of
assistance to under-developed countries by the affluent
nations of the world. The introduction of this topic to the

Agenda was no cake-walk. Certain procedural matters
had to be conformed to. The way to get it down on the
Agenda was to convene a meeting of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Conference which was responsible for planning
the Agenda and get it to accept that the motion was of

sufficient importance to merit insertion. Such a meeting
was convened and not only was the subject included in
the Agenda, the Executive Committee agreed to give it
top priority.

In introducing this topic Ratnayake said ‘“We are agreed
on what has been stated, that the world is now facing the
greatest calamity that it has ever faced. It war occurs it
will be unprecedented in its violence and it is possible that
humanity will be completely destroyed. What is the remedy
for such a situation? United Nations is a failure for the
simple reason that when the statesmen meet, instead of
discussing the problems in front of them in an atmosphere
of good-will, theyare all worried about their future.
That is why I appeal to you, the representatives of the
nations assembled here today. We have no such malign
intention. We meet in a spirit of goodwill. Let us resolve
on this occasion to do something durinbg the next week
that will clear the atmosphere and banish suspicion and
mistrust.
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Our Agenda contains some purely academic subjects like
the teaching of history or unequal treaties — subjects not
quite relevant to the great issues in front of us. The issues
are too great for us to be complacent. War is threatening
humanity with extinction. Let us act with a sense of
urgency and during the next week if necessary postpone
the debates on other subjects and resolve that ghe statesmen
of the nations shall get together on this primary issue.
Let us endeavour to bring the nations together in the first
instance and get them to resolve not to have war for the
next twenty-five years and then to dedicate themselves
to the total elimination of squalor, disease, and poverty
which threatens many parts of the world. Many parts of
Asia are today facing a very serious situation. Millions
are facing starvation and death. Can the nations of the
world fritter away their welath in war and other wasteful
expedients? I appeal to you to go back to your contries
and exercise all your knowledge and all your wisdom so
that this great peril may be averted and the nations may
live and serve together,” and then proceeded to move the
resolution standing in his name. I quote him fully so that
it would be easier to appreciate the gravity of the situation
that existed in relation to Ratnayake’s advocacy at that
time. ‘I shall ask permission to move the resolution which
stands in my name. It is necessary, as the Conference has
been told, to secure a tow-thirds vote in other that this
resolution may be discussed. I know that all resolution
should proceed from one or other of the Committees,
but in this instance 1 assure you that it would not have
been possible for us to bring forward a motion in that way,
because after the Committees met at Monaco certain
developments took place in Asia and as a matter of urgency
I was compelled to move this motion in the Council. Our
Constitution provides for emergencies. Article 9 says that
any member if he desires to move a resolution which is not
on the Agenda may, with the permission of the Council,
place it before the Conference, and if the Conference by a
two-thirds majority accepts it then he can nove the resolu-
tion. I ask that it may be put to this Conference so as to
secure the necessary majority.

The food situation, particularly in South-East Asia,
has deteriorated lately to a very great extent, and it would
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not have been possible for us to have lodged a resolution
in time to obtain the sanction of the relevant committee.
Therefore, when I came here, the first thing 1 did was to
put my resolution to the Council, and the Council were
good enough by a unanimous vote to signify their wish
that it should appear on the Agenda.” Then he moved
the resolution which read.

“That the Inter-Parliamentary Union, being deeply
concerned by the chronic or frequently recurring
shortage of foodstuffs in certain countries of the
world, whereby millions are or may be in danger
of death by starvation, expresses the wish the
exportable foodstuffs may be made available from
countries which have a surplus, and favours the
immediate formulation of schemes designed to
assist countries liable to food shortage by according
prompt relief in cases or urgency, also technical
and financial assistance in increasing their production
of food.”
and went on to explain it by producing press clippings
from various newspapers in India to draw in graphic
detail the tableau of terror that gripped certain sections
of Bihar during that time.

It is now a matter of record that the resolution was
adopted unanimously. The next day the newspapers
screamed banner headlines proclaiming that the Ceylon
Delegation stole the thunder at that day’s proceedings
at the Conference. Everyone of us chipped in with our
piece supporting the resolution and I must say that Dele-
gates representing the U. S. and other affluent countries
were not backward in their support to the resolution
moved by Ratnayake. It is needless to say that the motion
was backed to the hilt by Hanumanthiah who led the
Indian Delegation.

As I stated earlier this event was not difficult to re-
capture. 1950 was a significant year for developing
countries which were then known as under-developed
countries. It was on September 20th, 1950 that the idea
of the Colombo Plan was mooted which related to technical
assistance to the poorer nations of the world. The passage



169

of time proved that while technical assistance was invaluable
to put our nations on the way towards economic self-
sufficiency, the magnitude of the problem was so great that
other measures had to be introduced to give material
assistance to the third world. Out of this search has emerged
UNCTAD. At the last meeting of the UNCTAD (II)
at Delhi which took place hard on the heels of the First
Economic Conference convened by the International Confe-
deration of Free Trade Unions over which 1 presided,
a resolution was adopted that industrially developed
countries should approtion one per cent of their G.N.P.
towards assistance to developing countries. Projecting
my memory back to 1950, I seriously wonder whether
the credit should not go to Ratnayake for forging the
matrix of this proposition when he called upon the developed

nations to come to the aid of developing nations.

Apart from being the serious legislator, there is also the
imp that is lurking in Ratnayake ready to burst out at the
first opportunity. We were treated to a bumper dose
of this quality one weekend at Dublin. It was a
sunny Sunday and Ratnayake, Reggie Perera and I decided
to visit an Irish Farm at a place called Gracetown which
is about 20 miles from Dublin. For this purpose we hired
a phaeten which is a horse driven carriage used by VIPs.
Half way through, Ratnayake took the reins and drove
the carriage to the farm. It was a surprise that the whole
route was lined by spectators who gave us a tumultuous
reception all the way. Perhaps the substantial proportions
of Reggie and 1 gave the people the impression that we
were visiting potentiates being driven by our won coachman
or a couple of Indian Maharajas taking the air.

I am happy that I have been able to recapitulate the
serious mein and the lightvein of Ratnayake’s character
and I hope that this short article would give the satisfaction
to read as the satisfaction I derived from writing it.
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SENATOR RATNAYAKE'S CONTRIBUTION TO THE
RURAL DEVELOPMENT MOVEMENT

by

D. B. ELLEPOLA

It is a pleasure and a privilege to write of the contribu-
tion to Rural Development of this son of Rural Ceylon,
the Hon’ble Abhayaratne Ratnayake, whose forty years
of long service in Parliamentary positions in this country,
we now commemorate.

Born in the setting of the Dumbara Valley in the District
of Kandy, he is assuredly of the very heart of Rural Ceylon.
Nurtured at a time when British Colonialism had by
then held away for very nearly a century, he typifies the
spirit of Kandyan Ceylon of those early days.

Those of us who recall this period of Kandyan History,
or the times near thereto, cannot forget the past to which
the proud and independent Kandyan people had been
reduced by the oppressions of the British, following on
the people’s rebellions of the years upto 1848. In their
desire to break the unity of the people, which the British
considered was a danger to their rule, the people had
been subjected to long years of complete abandonment.

Poverty was everywhere. Among the people themselves,
caste and class distinctions were being widely exploited
in a struggle for the favours of the foreign power that
held sway.

Amist this sad breakdown of the Kandyan community,
there still survived the grace and charm and simplicity
of the Kandyan peasantry, still doggedly fighting their
poverty and suffering. Memory nostalgically recalls the
richness of then prevailing village life in this regard. But
it required a Kandyan with roots in the land, with head
and heart that understood and had a feel for the Kandyan
problem, to be able to respond adequately to the needs
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these benighted people. Fortunatrly in Mr. Ratnayake
such a Kandyan emerged.

Under the wise guidance of his father, who ahd associa-
tion with the then political leadership in Colombo, including
the Anagarika Dharmapala, young Ratnayake received
his education at Dharmaraja, Royal and Ananda Colleges.
This was a very rare experience for a Kandyan of the
Central Province of that time.

It is understandable that in the light of such education,
his associations with village Ceylon and its peasantry,

made on him a deep and lasting impact. From this
must have stemmed the motivations that moved young
Ratnayake to become the man that he developed into
in later life. One can imagine him saying to himself
“From scenes like these must Lanka’s greatness rise,
to make her loved at home, revered abroad”, Hence
perhaps was begotten the choice of a political career as a
way of life. This in itself was a rare choice for a young
man of such education at a time when most other Kandyan
sought the security and prestige of service in the Govern-
ment, where new opportunities of position and advance-
ment were developing fast for the educated young.

With the choice of a career now made, and with his
awareness of the needs of the rural people, of whom he
was one, he degan as early as 1931 to experiment with
Rural Development. He organized a Rural Development
Society (Grama Samwardhana Samithiya) in his own
village, the object of which was to improve the living
conditions of his village. He organized the members
into different committee each charged with specific tasks.
Thus there came into being group of village people working
on a self-help basis, on projects of education, religious
affairs, road construction and improvement of basic
village ammenities such as lighting, water and sanitation.
A Committee was set up also for setting village disputes
by conciliation. He read widely of the work of rural
reconstruction in other countries and experimented with
some of these ideas in his own village.
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In 1946, Mr. Ratnayake now elected to the State Council,
became a member of the Executive Committee of Educa-
tion. Incidentally it is often whispered that the member
of the then Executive Committee of Education who origina-
ted the idea of free education in this country was Mr.
Ratnayake, though the development of this proposal
to fruition became the achievement of the Late. Mr. C. W.
W. Kannagara, then Minister of Education. If this be
so, whatever the complications that have later followed
this decision, it was truly the boldest break-through for
Rural Development that was ever made.

The opportunity now soon came his way to intiate a
further step in the development of Rural Ceylon. He
advocated and initiated programme of adult education
specifically directed towards upliftment of Rural Ceylon.
With the co-operation of the University and the Depart-
ment of Education, courses of instructions were started
at Polgolla in Kandy for persons of adult years drawn
from all parts of Rural Ceylon. They received instruction
from experienced Lecturers, whose enthusiasam Mr. A.
Ratnayake fired. With books and maps and statistical
data they trained these villagers to think on matters that
pertained to their betterment, to understand the functions -
of Government, to evaluate Government estimates of
expenditure and to assess and determine the methods
by which the people themselves could participate in pro-
grammes for their betterment.

The first course of training of village leaders organized
in this manner, brought together five hundred adult persons.
The Conference was declared open by the Late Mr. D. S.
Senanayake then of Agriculture Minister. Sir Oliver
Goonetilleke was also present. The experiment brought
its anticipated results. These top leaders of the country,
who had hitherto know of Rural Development only as a
experimental venture organized by the Department of
Industries, were greatly impressed by the possibility of
harneesing the ‘“‘self-help” of the people in the task of
developing Rural Ceylon. With the grant of Independence
in 1948, the decision was taken by Government to set
up a Department of Rural Development, under a new
Ministry titled “The Ministry of Home Affirs and Rural
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Development’. This was a decision of of great signi-
ficance for Rural Ceylon, the credit for which must belong
in no small measure to Mr. Ratnayake who was then
himself a Minister in the first Post Independence Cabinet.

It was my good fortune to be associated with the work
of the Department from its mception until 1952. A cam-
paign was forged during the next few years to win the
participation of the self-help effort, of rural people in
all parts of Ceylon, through Rural Development Societies
such as Mr. Ratnayake had himself experimented with,
in his early years. By the end of 1951 the greater part
of the Island had been covered by a network of Rural
Development Societies, established through a staff of
Rural Development Officers stationed in different parts
of the country. They worked in close associastion with
the Provincial Organization of Government Agents,
Assistant Government Agents and Divisional Revenue
Officers. The concept was, that while the Administrative
Head brought together in Divisional Committees and
District Committees the representatives of Government
Departments at their respective levels, the staff of the
Rural Development Organization would bring together the
people in participation, on a self-help basis.

The three years ending 1951 saw a firm base laid for
advancing this work. The total number of Rural Develop-
ment Societies stood at 5, 118 and Women’s Societies
at 1,190,operating in 396 groups and 117 unions of societies.
Schemes for training of village headmen and village leaders
had been initiated. Projects for training centres in the
different Districts had been planned under Colombo Plan
Aid. The people had already undertaken and executed
a large number of self-help projects, such as the cutting
of roads, the erection of buildings for schools, Industrial
Centres, and Rural Development Society Halls, and the
construction of Village Ilatrines and wells. A scheme
for the development of backward communities such as
the Veddah, Rodiya and Kinnara groups, was projected.
Other activities such as the Organization of Conciliation
Boards, Rural Volunter Squads, and Milk Feeding
Centres were all gaining momentum.
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All this gave conclusive evidence of mass enthusiasm
for Rural Development. But towards the end of the
year, with the General Elections looming ahead in 1952,
disruptive elements began to apper. Political groupings
in villages, the failure of Government to match fully
upto its promises of financial assistance in self-help projects
and such other factors, were beginning to agitate the
minds of village people.

Dark clouds were gathering and the movement seemed
threatened with disruption. It was forturnate that just
at this stage, after the General Elections of 1952, Mr.
Ratnayake was named the Minister of Home Affairs
and Rural Development; an appointment which was
after his own heart. He took to Rural Development
as a duck to water. He quickly assessed the activities
of the Department; sensed with a sure instinct the needs
of the Department, and the then threatening dangers,
and launched out vigorously to battle for Rural Ceylon.
He sought on the one hand to secure the maximum partici-
pation of the people, and on the other to bring to them
the fullest assistance Government.

Of his thinking on Rural Development and his vision
for Rural Ceylon at that time, he has written “Not only
did I think of Rural Development through self-help and
Government Assistance. 1 was planning to convert the
Grama Samwardhama Societies into Village Parliaments.
I thought that they should be converted into Statutory
Bodies called Village Councils with complete autonomy
in the management of subjects...... which can be properly
managed by such a Council. Most of their activities
will be based on the Sarvodaya and Shramadana principles
...... The National Government will guide, assist and
iI}is_p.ire the Village Councils in the proper conduct of their
affairs”.

Of our villages themselves, his thinking was “Most
of our villages are dung heaps. They can be converted
into model villages. The super structure of Independence
is not to be built in such a way that the top weights down
and crushes the ten million people who constitute the
base..... We have to concentrate on the village becoming
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a self-contained, self-supporting and self-governing unit.
The Governmetn of the village will be conducted by five
or more persons each one being the Chairman of a Commit-
tee on the principles of the Committee System.........
In fact this body will have Legislative Judicial
and Executive functions all combined. All activities
will be on a co-operate basis - each for all and all for
each™.

Little wonder then, that with such hopes and aspirations
for Rural Ceylon, he was able during his mere five years
as Minister of Rural Development, to stream line, to
consolidate and to build on the programmes of the earlier
regime, shaping them from year to year to his own thinking,
adding new projects where necessary and securing from
Government financial support on a scale that never was
possible before. Naturally and necessarily even the people
who were beginning to loose faith in Rural Development
towards the end of the earlier regime, now came together
again to participate more actively than even before. By
the end of 1951 the number of Rural Development Societies
increased to 6,539, Women’s Societies to 2,733, Groups
Societies to 748 and Unions to 148. The number of
Conciliation Boards rose to 5,800 and the numder of
Village Headmen and Village Leaders trained, to 5,725
and 46,950 respectively. There were 56,100 Rural Volun-
teers enrolled in 7,740 Volunteer Squads.

The figures of self-help activities successfully carried
out during this period, bear ample testimony to the growth
of the movement. In the erection of buildings for schools
etc, the value of self-help participation rose by Rs. 7,400,000,
the Government contribution towards which was Rs.
2,467,000. As against this, in 1951, although the people’s
self-help effort was valued at Rs. 968,000, the Government’s
contribution was a paltry Rs. 18,500. The record of
road construction for Rural Ceylon is no less impressive.
Here the value of self-help contribution which was Rs.
845,000 in 1951, increased by Rs. 5,527,000 in the succeeding
five years. The Government contribution in cash towards
this work which in 1951 was only Rs. 50,500, increased
by Rs. 872,000. A third self-help activity of a major
order was the construction._of .village wells and latrines
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Here, the value of self-help which was Rs. 704,000 in
1951, increased by Rs. 11,800,000 in the five years termina-
ting 1956, against which the Government paid grants
totalling Rs. 4,966,000, as against Rs. 263,000 paid in
[951. 1In the years 1954 and thereafter, under a special
Candian grant there was a futher expenditure on Road
Construction of Rs. 7,669,000 against a self-help contribu-
tion of Rs. 1,978,000.

During this period there were also several major advances
such as the intensification of training programmes in
specially established training centres in the different Dis-
tricts. The Department took responsibility for continuing
the UNESCO Fundamental Adult Education Centre
located in the Polonnaruwa area. The assistance of
foreign experts was secured for the guidance of training
projects. Scholarships were secured for the training
abroad of Senior Departmental Staff.

Yet another major and very important step, was the
amalgation of the Department of Cottage Industries
with the Department of Rural Development, which involved
elaborate re-organization of the entire set-up of the Depart-
ment, In 1956, loans to the value of Rs. 2,459,700 were
given to Cottage Industrialists.

The work of development of backward communities
was. further extended with increased assistance to these
backward people.

Such then, in broad detail, were the achievements of
Rural Development in the years during which Mr.
Ratnayake was the Minister. It is true that what still
remained to be done was almost limitless. If Rural
Development had received its due attention in speedy
time, perhaps the unrest we have recently experienced
in the country would not have been. Nevertheless, as
the achievement of a single Ministerial spell, the above

record is undoubtedly an impressive one.

Mr. Ratnayake himself has perhaps never realised
how much had been achieved in his period of office. These

details are therefore deliberately set' out, so that not only
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may Mr. Ratnayake be gladdened by the memory of his
stewadship for Rural Development, which was so near
and dear to his heart, but also that the people of the country,
in particular the rural people, may know how much they
owe to Mr. Ratnayake’s sincerity and interest in their
welfare.

One must pause to think, what such a heavy programme
of activities must have involved for a Minister in charge,
and how much responsibility must have been his. The
numerous conferences that must have been held at various
official levels for planning in even broad outline so many
programmes, may well be imagined. Not only so, all
these had to be implemented at the level of the people,
and in this Mr. Ratnayake must have had to play a major
part, travelling widely and meeting and addressing village
gatherings in Seminars and Rallies. Above all, what of
the question of obtaining money for all this work? It
becomes the lot of a Minister to pilot proposals for the
securement of funds from various sources both of Govern-
ment and International Agencies. Neither of these ever
come easily. They have to be battled for at the highest
levels, against a multitude of competing claims.

It is laso to be remenbered that as Minister of Home
Affairs and Rural Development, the latter work was but
only a part, and perhaps a lesser part, of his many func-
tions. At this particular period of time he was responsble
also for the organization of the unique and unprecedented
event of the Buddha Jayanti. As one closly associated
with this activity throughout that time, I am personally
aware of how much Mr. Ratnayake had to undertake
in this connection too.

Mr. Ratnayake has assuredly earned a renowned place
in the history of this land. By dint of hard work and
conscientious concern for his fellow men, he has earned
for himself the reputation, of a life well dedicated to the

services of his country, the fragrance of which will long
remain.

One last thought. All those who have worked under
Mr. Ratnayake or with him, will remember the kindly
gentleman he always was, who never was harsh nor failed
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to show sympathy and understanding to even the humblest
who came his way. His simplicity of manner, without
any arrogance of office, will be remembered.

Mr. Ratnayake, starting life as a Kandyan Communa-
list, as all Kandyans of his time pardonably were, has
matured in later years to be the man that he now is, free
of caste, creed or race prejudices, believing firmly in the
universality of man, wherever he may be. This is a
fruition which perhaps is his highest embellishment today,
not the high office of the President of the Senate which
he holds with such acceptance at the end of a forty year
Parliamentary career.

Long may he live to enjoy the memory of a full life,
well lived in the service of the people of his land.



RATNAYAKE PIONEER AND PATH-BUILDER OF
CEYLON BUDDHA JAYANTHI CELEBRATION

by

DRrR. ANANDA W. GURUGE

Though the 2500th anniversary of the Demise of the
Buddha was barely two years away, few had thought of
either its significance or the manner in which it should be
celebrated. Honourable Mr. A. Ratnayake, then the
Minister of Home Affairs, was convalescing from long
illness. Apparently, his compulsory release from the
arduous duties of the Ministry gave him time to consider
how best this memorable occasion should be marked.
Already the Party at its annual session had passed a
resolution, moved by Mr. Dudley Senanayake, to the
effect that the Buddha Jayanthi should be celebrated in
Ceylon in a manner befitting the role she had played in the
history of Buddhism. So on the 19th February 1954 he
addressed a letter to the Prime Minister, Right Honourable
Sir John Kotelawala, stating — “We of this generation are
fortunate that we shall live to celebrate the 2500th Year of
Buddha’s ‘Parinibbana’. The tradition throughout the
Buddhist World is that there will be a great revival of
Buddhism during that period. Burma, Siam and other
Buddhist countries are taking steps to celebrate the event
in a fitting manner. Burma Government is having the
sixth ‘Sangayanawa’ in Rangoon to commemorate the
occasion. I suggest :

(1) To set up a Supreme Council of the Buddhist Clergy
to advise the Government in all Buddhist matters,
and advise Ceylon Buddhists as to what steps should
be taken to celebrate the “Buddha Jayanthi”. This
Council will be appointed by the Prime Minister.
It will not take away the rights and privileges,
powers and duties of the existing ‘Nikayas’. Their
privileges will be completely safeguarded.

(2) Appointment of a Lay Council, also by the Prime
Minister, consisting of representatives of leading
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Buddhists from all parts of the Island, to execute
the programme drawn up by the Ecclesiastical
Council.

(3) To provide funds from various sources, to give
effect to such a programme.

I visualise amongst other things the following.-

(1) The complete translation of the Tripitaka into
Sinhalese-an event which will be unprecedented and
unique in the history of Ceylon. The Sinhalese
versions of the Tripitaka disappeared many centuries
ago.

(2) The promotion of a great spiritual movement
through all existing Buddhist organisations, Govern-
ment giving every assistance and encouragement.

(3) Government,while being impartial in religious matters
will be prepared to help all religions to promote
similar objectives. If you are in sympathy with the
above objects, I shall be prepared to submit a
detailed programme with the advice of the leading
Buddhists in this country.”

This historic letter incorporated in a Cabinet Paper on
which the Ministers decided to appoint a Cabinet Sub-
Committee consisting of Mr. Ratnayake as Chairman and
Messrs. J. R. Jayawardena (Minister of Agriculture and
Food), Mr. M. D. Banda (Minister of Education) and
Dr. C. W. W. Kannangara (Minister of Local Government)
as members. Messrs. B. F. Perera (Permanent Secretary
to the Ministry of Home Affairs) and V. F. Gunaratne
(Public Trustee) assisted the Sub-Committee in its deli-
berations. It was my privilege to be appointed its
Secretary.

For a young Civil Servant, a little over two years in
the service, it was a challenging appointment - challenging
not by the volume of work involved but by the unique
opportunities presented by it to make an impact on the
religious and cultural life of the nation. Needless to say,
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we worked very hard. We met delegates from every impor-
tant Buddhist Organization in the country, invited written
memoranda, processed all the suggestions made by different
associations and individuals and prepared a formidable list
of “Things to be done” in connection with the Buddha
Jayanthi.

“Can we do even a tenth of these?” I once asked Mr.
Ratnayake.

Always optimistic, — a trait born of his confidence in
himself and the belief in the innate goodness of man,
he replied, “Why not?”

Encouraged by his enthusiasm, I did not hesitate to
attempt an impromptu translation of the list into Sinhala.
When, at a special audience with the most Venerable Maha-
nayaka Theros of Malwatte and Asgiriya held in the
renowned Poyage, Mr. Ratnayake asked me to tell the
Mahasangha what the Sub-Committee was considering
as a suitable programme for the Buddha Jayanthi. Looking
back on the incident now, I wonder how prophetic his
words were. We had seen almost all the proposals imple-
mented, not necessarily as a part of the Buddha Jayanthi,
but certainly in the wake of the great religious and national
awakening which was ushered by it.

The final report of the Sub-Committee was ready in
September 1954. Dr. Kannangara, noted for his meticulous
care as regards dates, English grammer and punctuation,
has returned his copy with bold scratches and question
marks reminiscent of an essay written by a sleeply fifth-grader.
I had worked late into the night incorporating his corre-
ctions in the final draft. Prompted more by the school
hours of my wife rather than any special sense of duty,
I used to be among the earliest to go to office in the Ministry
Building opposite the Independence Hall. This day, I
was quite surprised to find that Mr. Ratnayake was there
even ahead of me and more so, when a peon said that
he was waiting for me.

He occupied a room in the ground floor. 1 went direct
to his room. A year in the Prime Minister’s office as Assis-
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tant Secretary to both Mr. Dudley Senanayake and Sir
John Kotelawala, had given me a fair idea of possible
upheavals and problems in the lives of those nearest to
the vortex of power. I expected to hear something ominous
and was relieved when Mr. Ratnayake greeted me with
his customary smile and the ““so hullo!”

“I have been thinking.” he began, “This is an event of
dual significance, we must do something on the national
aspect also.” Then he proceeded to explain his idea of an
Encyclopaedia in Sinhala - a new proposal which we had
not discussed in the Sub-Committee or which none of our
memorialists or witnesses had thought of. That morning’s
discussion gave an entirely new direction to the celebration.
It marked the birth of a new slogan for the entire movement.
I recalled Mr. Ratnayake’s description of the Buddha
Jayanthi when the brochure outlining the government’s
proposals and action of the Lanka Buddha Mandalaya
was named “An Event of Dual Significance.”

During the last ten years as the magnificent volumes
of the sinhala Encyclopaedia, so ably compiled by Professor
D. E. Hettiarachchi and his band of dedicated collabo-
rators, came out of the press, I thought of the last-minute
proposal of Mr. Ratnayake, which was literally “smuggled”
into the Report of the Sub-Committee just before it was
signed. Few readers of the Encyclopaedia - which has
now become indispensable as the Sinhala policy made a
headway in education and administration - may know
how much they owe to Mr. Ratnayake’s foresight.

The Cabinet approved in toto the proposals of the
Sub-Committee. It was a momentous decision. Doubts
had been raised in several quarters as to the legality of the
government’s sponsorship of a fundamentally religious
celebration of one group of the country even though it
formed the majority. Mr. Ratnayake marshalled all argu-
ments in favour and in the Report of the Cabinet Sub-
Committee a special case was made: “Buddha Jayanthi”
we said, ‘““is not an occasion to be celebrated by the Bud-
dhists only. He belongs to humanity as a whole and not
to a parochial religious group. The 25th centenary of such
a personality must necessarily be celebrated by the State
which represents the people of different creeds and com-
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munities. Besides Buddhism is a national asset of this
country and the Government has always done everything
to protect and safeguard it and interested itself in its
welfare.

It is the considered opinion that the Government while
guaranteeing freedom of worship to all religions and
maintaining its polius of religious tolerance should, as
occasions arise, assist the activities of all religions. We
are convinced that the Government shoulddo everything
to foster religion in order to combat the forces of irreligion
which are a danger to peace and welfare of humanity.”

There was much rejoicing at the Ministry of Home
Affairs on the 5th October, 1954 when the Cabinet
Conclusion on Buddha Jayanthi was received. It read:

1. The Government should muster all its resources
to usher in a spiritual awakening. By this they envisaged
a movement which will inspire all Buddhists to live upto
the teachings of the Buddha and all other religionists to
follow their respective teachers, and which will also be the
most effective way of checking the prevalence of crime
and the growing menace of irreligion.

2. That the Government should establish a Chair in
Buddhism at the University of Ceylon.

3. The Government should establish a Buddhist Council
whose functions will be,

a. to make representations to the Government on
matters pertaining to the Buddha Jayanthi.

b. to undertake all matters connected with the Buddha
Jayanthi.

c. to consider such matters as may be referred to it.

This Council shall comprise two sections, namely the
Sangha Sabha and the Gihi Sabha and shall be representa-
tive of all Buddhist interest. This should be inaugurated
on the Full Moon day of the Sinhalese month of Vap,
October 12, 1954.
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4. The Pali text of the Tripitaka in Sinhalese script
prepared by the Vidyalankara Privena, Peliyagoda, should
be published, and that 5,000 copies of this work be printed
by the Government voting the amount required to the
Government Printer.

5. That a Sinhalese translation of the Tripitaka should
be prepared and published in time for the Buddha Jayanthi
and that an editorial board consisting of both monks and
laymen should be appointed for the purpose and that the
Board should decide upon the best available Pali text of
each book of the Tripitaka for translation.

6. That an authoritative Buddhist Encyclopaedia in
English for international use should be published and that
the University should be entrusted with this undertaking.

7. That the Government should assist in the publication
of the following:

a. a Buddha Jayanthi Souvenir containing articles and
pictures to depict the significance of the event,
the life and teachings of the Buddha, the history of
Buddhism and the main trends in the Buddhist
culture of Ceylon and other South East Asian
Buddhist countries to be published in Sinha-
lese, Tamil and English. -

b. a brochure in all three languages on the life and
teachings of the Buddha and the history of Buddhism
written specially for the school child and the average
reader.

c. a compendium of Jataka stories in Sinhalese written
in a lucid style.

8. That a new series of postage stamps to be selected
through an islandwide competition should be issued on
the Veask Full Moon day of 1956, and that a special
postmark should be used by all important Post Office
during the period of the Buddha Jayanthi.

9. That the Government should assist in the completion
of the Dalada Maligawa, which house the Tooth Relic
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the most venerated object of worship throughout the Buddhi-
st World — a national assest which draws thousands of
pilgrims and tourists to Ceylon every year.

10. That the Government should provide funds for
the shift to the new town of Anuradhapura in order to
preserve the sacred city.

11. That the Government should help the Council
to hold an International Buddhist Conference during the
Jayanti period.

12. That the Council should be requested to advice
the Government in what way they might assist in the
Sangayana to be held by the Vidyalankara Pirivena
during the Jayanthi period.

13. That the following should be published:-
a. an Encyclopaedia in Sinhalese

b. an illustrated national souvenir in Sinhalese, Tamil
and English to depict the history of Ceylon and the
salient features of the culture and civilisation of the
nations.

c. reprints of such important works on Ceylon as
Parker’s “Ancient Ceylon”; John Davy’s “An Ac-
count of the Interior of Ceylon” and Emerson
Tennent’s “Ceylon.”

14. That an all-island conference of representatives of
Rural Development Societies and Unions, rural volunteers,
Kantha and Mabhila Samitis, Co-operative societies and
Community Centres should be held in Colombo during
the Jayanthi period.

15. That the Council should be asked to consider the
holding of an Exhibition of Buddhist Art”.

The establishment of the Lanka Bauddha Mandalaya
the organ of the government for the purpose of celebrating
the Buddha Jayanthi, bears ample testimony to Mr. Rat-
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nayake’s magnanimity, generosity and strength of character
as well as his sincere desire to ensure that the great event
was raised above party politics, parochial bickerings and
petty differences. Every — 1 say, quite emphatically
every — erudite Buddhist monk and every prominent
Buddhist worker was invited to be a member of the 350
strong Lanka Bauddha Mandalaya and participate actively
in as many as three of the 17 functional Committees which
handled very important programmes. It is true that
several declined. But what is significant is that many,
who were politically and ideologically opposed to Mr. Rat-
nayake and then government, accepted his invitation
and gave the Lanka Bauddha Mandalaya the true stature
of a Pan-Ceylonese Buddhist Organization, befitting the
unique role it was called upon to play. It was my enviable
privilege again to be its General Secretary.

I remember the reaction of Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike,
then the Leader of the Opposition, when he was invited
not merely to be a member of the Mandalaya but tofunction
in the Central Executive Committee whose other members
included five Ministers, the Chief Justice and the ex-Prime
Minister. Mr. Bandaranaike sent for me and asked me
many questions about the constitution, membership, fun-
ctions and powers of the Mandalaya and its
Central Executive Committee. At the end of the interview,
he said, ““Tell your Minister how much 1 appreciate
his gesture. I will be a member.” Not only did he thus
accept the membership but for two years before he, himself,
as the Prime Minister became ex-officio president of the
Mandalaya, attended its meetings and made a significant
contribution to the direction of its many activities.

The inauguration of the Lanka Bauddha Mandalaya
was fixed for the 12th of October 1954 primarily because
it was the nearest Poya Day following the Cabinet approval.
The fact that it was also the first anniversary of the assump-
tion of premiership by Sir John Kotelawala—a coincidence
which was not observed by any of us responsible for its
organization - led to a misunderstanding in certain circles.
Although the function went off very well despite the minor
diversion created by a few young monks, most of us were
very unhappy at the end of the day.



187

“I only wish that the ugly situation did not occur,”
lamented the Permanent Secretary.

But the Minister was the least despondent among us.
He has a wealth of anectodes with which he gave the
evening’s happenings a truly philosophical, and thereby,
understandable meaning. I remember his drawing parallels
even from the life of the Buddha and his encounters with
Devadatta. It was a remarkable display of leadership - the
kind of stuff I read years later in management text-books
as the hall-mark of a ture leader.

His philosophical outlook on all matters had been a
great source of encouragement and solace to all of us who
worked close to him. But what manner in which he couched
his views in interesting and relevant anecdotes. 1 recall
hundreds of them which I had heard as we went from
province to province meeting officials and prominent
members of the public to enlist their co-operation in a
nation-wide “‘campaign” for the Buddha Jayanthi. Illustra-
tive of the wisdom embodied in such stories are the following
which I heard from him for the first time:-

1. Mahatma Gandhi, it seems, was the honoured
guest of one whose main source of pride and satis-
faction was his new palatial house. The Mahatma
had had already been two days there without even
mentioning even a word on the grandeur or
the splendour of the house. The host was getting
impatient and on the third day, at breakfast, he
ventured to ask the Mahatma, ‘Sir, what do you
think of my house?” Gandhiji’s laconic reaction
was, ‘““Are you happy in it?”. “If you are happy
in it then it is a good house. If you are not happy
in it then it is not a good house.”

2. It was a government clerk with a large family ailing
parents and creditors all round. Every moment
of his working time was one of care, worry and
misery. Life was utterly unbearable. So he invested
on a pair of shoes, one size smaller than the correct
one. He would work all day in tight shoes and
walk two miles home in the evening. “Why do
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you do this?” a friend asked him. “It is just
simple. When I come back in the evening and
pull my shoes off, it is just heaven on earth. How
lovely everything appears to me then!”

In all aspects of our organizational work, the brilliant
oratory of Mr. Ratnayake had been our biggest aid. Though
I had been a prolific ghost-writer for several Prime Ministers
and Ministers in a career of fifteen years, I do not recall
to have written anything longer than a short message for
Mr. Ratnayake. Whether in English or Shinhala, he
could carry a crowd with him, not by noises and gestures
he studiously avoided but by a rare gift of being able
to communicate logically his sincere innermost feelings
to the audience. I learnt many times from him, although
in his exemplary humanity and good nature, he often
paid that compliment to me.

It was as we all expected: Mr. Ratnayake made a most
moving speech in Parliament on the 6th of April 1955
in the debate on the government’s financial contribution
to Buddha Jayanti. He concluded his inspiring address
with lofty thoughts, conveyed in such chaste, direct and
elegant language:

“Our life,” our thoughts our aspirations, are fully based
on Buddha’s influence, his path towards perfection. . ..
I think it would be quite fitting and proper to celebrate
the event by getting together the countries and re-delivering
the message of all great religious leaders in order to save
mankind from imminent peril. That is why I feel that what-
ever money we spend, we shall be spending it not only on
doing the various things mentioned in the schedule, but that
we shall also beat the same time creating a renaissance,
a spirit of religious awakening in the people of the country
to make them realise that the world and mankind have come
to this sorry pass today on account of the fact that man is
today obsessed with a greed for power, for wealth and for
things material; that it is on accountof this inordinate
desire, this lust for power, for wealth, that nations are
divided, villages are divided and families are divided,
countries are divided, cities are divided and that there is
hatred and violence throughout the world. I do sincerely
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hope that Buddha Jayanti will usher in an era of peace
and prosperity far all mankind.”

From the day the Lanka Bauddha Mandalaya was
formed, Mr. Ratnayake gave the major part of his time
and energy to the framing of its programme. He spared
no efforts to facilitate the implementation of our proposals.
I was expected to be in constant touch with him. How
simple it was to get even the less enthusiastic colleagues in
other departments to respond to our requirements, when
our minister was always ready to “Put in a word” where
it mattered. Once when a particular job was accomplished
through the co-operation of the P. W. D., the Prime
Minister asked me, “How did you manage to get them to
do it?”

“It was quite easy,” I replied, ‘“because our minister
was prepared to telephone from the Minister of Works
down to the Overseer, when a little shaking up was neces-

22

sary.

“I say, Ratnayake here,” was a familiar opening for a
telephonic reminder of something which someone has
failed or delayed to do.

Right from his first letter on the subject, Mr. Ratnayake’s
emphasis was on utilizing the emotional import of the
unique occasion to usher in a religious awakening in the
country. He appealed to the other religionists, too, to
co-operate in strengthening the forces of religion as opposed
to matrialism and irreligion. Under his guidance, the
Religious Affairs Committee of the Mandalaya drew up
a 12 point programme as follows:-

(a) To establish, with the assistance of the Buddhist
monks, residents and Government Officers, Com-
mittees in each village with the Headquarters at
the local temple for the purpose of ensuring the
moral upliftment of the people and the establishment
of Buddhist temples where they are essential.

(b) Sermons - To organise sermons at the rate of at
least once a month in every village.
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(c)

(d)

Pamphlets and Books — To prepare and publish
rare pamphlets and books which will teach the
people to adhere to a good life.

Ritual —To ensure that Buddhist rites are performed
with a certain degree of uniformity.

(1) Daily Life and Buddhist Environment.

(a)

(b)
(c)

(d)

To prepare and publish a time-table to regulate
the life of the Buddhists on the Full Moon Poya Day.

To prepare a time-table for the other Poya Days.

To make representations to the Government to
make Full Moon Poya Days public holidays.

To publish a book containing instructions to provide
a Buddhist atmosphere in every home.

(i1i) Temperance

(a)

(b)

(©

To make representations to the Government to
take administrative steps with a view to implement
total prohibition.

To have organised temperance meetings in every
District and to give publicity to the evils of drinking
through sermons, pamphlets, films etc.

To ensure that the Government and the people
holding responsible officers set an example to the
people by abstaining from liquor and to seek co-
operation of the Government to promote abstinence.

(iv) Slaughter of Animals.

To give publicity to the evils of killing animals and of
eating meat and fish through sermons and pamphlets.
To ensure that people holding important places set
an example to the others by becoming vegetarians.
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(v) Vices
(a) To take such steps as are necessary to abolish
prostitution and also to take steps to see that women
who are taken over as domestic servants are not
made use of for immoral purposes.

(b) To give publicity to the evils of prostitution through
sermons, pamphlets and films.

(vi) Horse Racing and Gambling:

(@) To make representations to the Government to
abolish horse racing and gambling.

(b) To make such steps as are necessary to prevent
the publication of the results of foreign races.

(vi1) Sil Campaign.

To organise sil campaigns and give assistance to the
people to observe sil.

(viii) Clubs and Carnivals:

To make representations to the Government to formu-
late regulations controlling Night Clubs and Carnivals.

(ix) Obscene Films and Books.
to make representations to the Government in order
to ensure that obscene films and books are not im-
ported to Ceylon. To take such steps as are necessary
to prevent the publication of the above.

(x) National Customs:
To encourage people to adhere to national customs.

(XI) Simple Living.

(a) To train the people to get used to a simple form of
living.
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(b) To prevent the importation of luxury goods.

(d) To encourage people to use as far as possible the
articles produced in Ceylon and to give encourage-
ment and assistance to the producers of these articles
in order to improve their standard.

(xi1) Legal Reformation.

To make representations to the Government for the
purpose of repealing certain rules which are not in
keeping with the conditions of Ceylon.

The Buddha Jayanti adhisthanaya - an inspiring message
broadcast over Radio Ceylon at the begining of the day’s
transmission was another of Mr. Ratnayake’s fruitful ideas.
It was not a prayer but a statement of dedication presented
in elegant sinhala. He had no idea of its popularity until
one day we decided not to broadcast it. Both my office
and Radio Ceylon received such a massive mail that the
adhisthanaya went on the air within a week and remained
so for the following two years.

The project, nearest to Mr. Ratnayake’s heart, was the
restoration and re-development of the Dalada Maligawa
in Kandy. In 1954 we found this historic temple in a very
bad shape. The older sections needed immediate renovation.
An archtectural monstrosity in the form of an unfinished,
massive wing was to the east of the Relic Chamber. The
simple direction given by Mr. Ratnayake to the Dalada
Maligawa Committee of the Mandalaya which had the
distinction of having His Excellency Mr. William Gopallawa
(the Governor-General, then the Municipal Commissioner
of Colombo) was ‘“that the Maligawa should be made
the Symbol of our highest concept of art and architecture - in
fact an architectural gem which will draw many millions
of pilgrims and tourists to Ceylon”. All one needs to
assess the nation’s indebtedness to Mr. Ratnayake on this
count is to compare the maligawa of the fifties with the
glorious edifice which adorns Kandy today.

It is in connection of Dalada Maligawa that Mr. Rat-
nayake once displayed, a..remarkable skill in handling
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purposefully and diplomatically very difficult situations. A
totally unexpected problem arose when the Committee was
confronted with two sets of plans for the re-development
of the Maligawa. A band of lay men was thus asked to
evaluate the merits of two architectural designs and choose
one. I need hardly describe the kind of representations,
pressures and ‘‘advice” to which the Committee was
subjected. As the time for the decision drew near, everyone
was trying to find out what the Minister himself felt. I asked
him for a direction myself, as I thought in my inexperience
that there were factors, besides the virtues of the design,
which would influence the decisions. But Mr. Ratnayake’s
sense of impartiality was clear to me, when he said, “Let
the Committee decide. Ask both architects to explain
their designs and clarify anything that the members may
ask.”” The decision was made in Kandy, but with a
dissent strongly recorded by the Chairman of the Committee,
C. B. Nugawela Dissawe. I was in a hurry to communicate
the decision officially to the architects. But not so Mr.
Ratnayake. “A decision on a matter like this should be
unanimous,” he said.

I do not know what exactly he did in the meantime. But
a few weeks later, when a special meeting of the Dalada
Maligawa Committee was summoned in the office of the
Prime Minister to decide on the design, the decision was
unanimous.

Almost all our projects had difficulties of one nature or
another. The translation of the Tripitaka posed a problem
as two attempts were already afoot. “Should we take over
one of them or assist one of them or start something afresh ?”’
Discussions on such matters were scholarly, the Venerable
Mahatheras quoting Pali texts, comparing translations
and spotlighting abstruse, hair-splitting differences. Mr.
Ratnayake would patiently sit through all of them. I even
felt that he often enjoyed them. In any case, he madeit
easier for captive officials to survive such meetings with
his quick wit and the unending repertoire of interesting
humorous stories which just seemed to fit every occasion.

It was no easy task to service and co-ordinate the work
of seventeen Committees and a Central Executive Committee
and also implement their decisions in all parts of the country.
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Besides, there were always problems of human relations,
resulting  from both individual egoistic needs (I mean,
in the Maslowian sense) and petty inexplicable jealousies.
Mr. Ratnayake’s tremendous experience in handling men
wasa significant aidin ironingout differences and ensuring
co-operation. I wonder whether the Lanka Bauddha
Mandalaya could have done half as much without the
personal interest shown by Mr. Ratnayake in problem-
solving. A staunch believer in tenets of democracy, he
allowed people around him to make decisions collectively.
I had expected a minister to be, by necessity, a domineering
person at meetings taking control of situations and pushing
a decision at any cost. Mr. Ratnayake’s approach did
baffle me at the beginning, until I realized that he was
only proving the efficacy of Lao-Tze’s dictum, “The best
government is what appears to be no government.” He
was a great listener, not only in his patience but alsoin his
genuine interest in other people’s points of view and in his
desire to accommodate everyone’s wishes.

We had amusing experiences. Applicants for member-
ship of the Lanka Bauddha Mandalaya were numerous.
They or their sponsors met the minister and we maintained
a long waiting list of ““aspirants to an opportunity to celebrate
Buddha Jayanthi at state expense”. We chuckled to
ourselves as we assured them a place as soon as a vacancy
occurred, provided it was their turn in the waiting list.
We also had to deal with the fertile imagination and pro-
ductive planning of several persons whose projects were
to have solved all the problems of the Buddhist world,
if only we had the money to give them and the power
to entrust the job to the proposer.

Everyone of them had one satisfaction as he left the
Home Ministry. After all, didn’t the Minister give them
a hearing and all the attention he could command?

Years later when I was compiling and editing the writings
of Anagarika Dharmapala for my volume entitled “Return
to Righteousness,” I came across several complimentary
remarks made by the Anagarika on Mr. Ratnayake’s
work as Principal of the Mahabodhi School. He was
called a hard-worker. Three decades later, the description
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continued to apply to him. Often my trouble was the
difficulty to keep pace with him.

Two years of incessant hard work had made *“Buddha
Jayanti”’ a household word. A nation which was hardly
conscious of the EVENT OF DUAL SIGNIFICANCE had been
raised to an unprecedented pitch of enthusiasm and reli-
gious fervous. It almost appeared that nothing but the
Buddha Jayanti had a real meaning to anyone in Ceylon
at the moment. An election came. The leaders and
policy makers changed places. Yet the concern over
Buddha Jayanti remained foremost in everyone’s mind.
It is a tribute to Mr. Ratnayake that he paved the way
for the Buddha Jayanthi in such a manner that the momen-
tum of the organization continued unabated.

I was with him when the results of the election were
communicated to him. His regret was not in having a
break in his continous record as a legislator but in having
to dissociate himself from the operations of the Buddha
Jayanthi. “Do all you can to see that the programmes
are successfu llycarried out, ”’he told me by way of farewell,
“after all, we are commemorating the great world
teacher who told us that everything including power and
position, is only evanascent - you know - everything is
anicca.” He chuckled. His handshake was firm and
friendly and 1 thought, buoyantly confident.



SENATOR HON’BLE A. RATNAYAKE
IN THE INDUSTRIAL FIELD

by
P. SANGARAPILLAI

In the Gita, Lord Krishna says to Arjuna that to felicitate
great men on the meritorious services rendered by them
is itself a form of worship very acceptable to him.

I consider it a great privilege to contribute an article
to the Felicitation Volume to commemorate Senator
Ratnayake’s forty years of service as a Legislator. The
choice is due to the fact that I was the Chief Executive
of the Ceylon National Chamber of Industries of which
Senator Ratnayake was the Chairman for a period of
four years.

Senator Ratnayake has served our country and people
with great devotion and dedication, continuously, un-
failingly and faithfully during the last 47 years. He had
been an Educationist, Lawyer, Politician, Minister, Indus-
trialist and Social and Religious Worker. Today, he
is a Senior Statesman, Social Democrat, Religious seeker
of truth and a humanist with love for all.

In 1931, he was elected to the State Council to represent
Dumbara. He was an elected representative in Parliament
continuously from 1931 till 1965 except for a short break
from 1956 to 1960. He is a Senator from 1965. He was
a I\ginister in two successive Parliaments from 1947 to
1956.

Our country and the welfare of its people have been
the objects of his thoughts by day and his dreams by
night. His services in the political, social and religious
filelds are well known. The cultural awakening and
renaissance that we witness since independence are due
to the untiring efforts of leaders like Senator Ratnayake.

The personality of Senator Ratnayake commands the

love, reverence and respect of all those who come into
contact with him. Words are inadequate to describe

8651
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his personality. It is a truism that the parts do not make
the whole. Ratnayake the Man is greater than all his
achievements.

Senator Ratnayake is a friend, philosopher and guide
to all. He has only friends and no enemies. There is
neither formality nor reserve in him. He is a practical
philosopher neither elated by success nor depressed by
adversity. He does his duty with detachment and without
caring for the rewards. His catholicity, broad and liberal
outlook, mature and balanced judgment, the width and
depth of his culture, restrained and measured speech,
dignified courtesy, spontaneous goodness, etc., take us
back to the golden era of liberalism away from the modern
age of petty jealousies, narrow dogmas and violent hatreds
and intolerance. To talk to him is a liberal education
in itself. He is a great Buddhist with love for all religions.
His love is universal and extends to all humanity. He
is completely free from narrow racial, religious and social
prejudices.

Equable kindness, amiability, extreme modesty, self-
effacing humility, unostentatious and simple behaviour, a
charitable nature are the remarkable features of his
character. Senator Ratnayake’s life is truly a journey in
the path of Justice and Dharma, an eternal search after
truth, an example of the profound truth expressed by
B. Paul Neuman:

“Life consists not in attainment but in the effort
to attain; not in success but in the struggle to succeed:
But, in the pursuit of knowledge, there is no arrival:
there is all journeying; there is no attainment; it is
all effort; there is no success, it is all struggle.”

Senator Ratnayake was one of the leaders who lost
in the General Election of 1956 on account of the frenzy
of passions and emotions which swept the country at
that time. This great democrat accepted defeat with
equanimity and never expressed one word of bitterness.
But the loss to politics was the gain of industry. In 1958,
he became the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the
United Ceylon Insurance Co. Ltd., and continued there-
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after to take an active part in the industrial development
of the country.

In the pre-war period, insurance business in Ceylon
was mostly in the hands of foreign companies. The
post-war period saw the emergence of a large number
of Ceylonese Insurance Companies. Messrs. United Ceylon
Insurance Company was one of the leading Ceylonese
Insurance Companies. Many of the Ceylon Companies
were not financially sound and went into liquidation
when Insurance was nationalised in 1962. Owing to
prudent and wise management, the United Ceylon Insurance
Co., had made sound investments. It bought the Lloyd’s
Buildings in Colombo. It continues to exist even today,
nine years after nationalisation. Generally, politicians
are said to be bad business men. Senator Ratnayake
proved an exception to this rule.

The Fifties was the decade of the growth of Ceylon’s
Commerce and Trade. The Sixties was the decade of the
development of Industries in Ceylon. The country was
fortunate to have had as Minister of Industries a wise
and sagacious Statesman who laid the foundations of
industrialisation in Ceylon. In spite of the adverse foreign
exchange situation, he was able to find the resources
necessary to set up a large number of new industries and
to service them. Moderate and wise policies were adopted.
Much was achieved by the Minister of Industries and
I have no doubt that when the economic history of Ceylon
is written this Minister will find a prominent place in it.

In 1960, the Ceylon National Chamber of Industries
was formed. The members are approved industrialists,
many of whom came into existence after 1958. In 1962,
Sir Claude Corea was the Chairman of the Ceylon National
Chamber of Industries. On his death, Senator Ratnayake
was elected Chairman. He was re-elected in 1963, 1964
and 1965. He represented the Private Industrial Sector
during these early days of industrialisation when policies
were formulated and foundations laid.

The Executive Council of the Ceylon National Chamber
of Industries meets monthly. At these meetings various
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problems are discussed. One can very well understand
the passions with which these problems are generally
discussed. Many in the Private Sector believe that State
Enterprise in Industry is undesirable and that progress
is only possible if the Private Sector is given greater freedom.
Senator Ratnayake believed in the philosophy of the Mixed
Economy. In a developing country, the State has a
positive part and role to play in the development of the
economy and industrialisation. He also believed that
stateism, namely, state enterprise for its own sake will
never lead to the progress of the country.

At meetings of private sector industrialists he was able
to explain the point of view of the Government and the
social interests of the people. I remember that many
proposals brought forward by industrialists were not
pursued on account of the advice of Senator Ratnayake.
He expressed his views fearlessly without caring for popula-
rity amongst the members. On the other hand, where
private enterprise was threatened owing to bureaucratic
and dogmatic action, he fought equally courageously for
the rights of Private Enterprise. He was able to secure -
a place for Private Enterprise in the Industrial Field for
which we must also thank the then Minister of Industries
who was at all times reasonable and pragmatic.

Senator Ratnayake, during this period, acted as a liaison
between the Government and the Private Industrial Sector.
He was the undisputed champion of the rights of free
enterprise. On the other hand he was at all times conscious
of the obligations of Private Enterprise to the country
and to the people.

The country owes a heavy debt of gratitude to Senator
Ratnayake. While he took so much of interest in industria-
lisation, he was not personally benefited since he had no
stake in any industry. The Chamber is always grateful
to Senator Ratnayake for his acceptance of the office of
Chairman at a time when the country was faced with
many critical problems. Here is another example of
selfless and devoted service.

Senator Ratnayake delivered four Addresses at the
Annual General Meetings of the Chamber. Anyone
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interested in the philosophy of the Mixed Economy cannot
do better than to refer to these speeches. He discussed
the implications of various policies and their consequences
with great clarity. Fearlessly he has pin-pointed the
defects in certain policies. These speeches constitute a
literature in industrialisation.

In 1965 when Senator Ratnayake was elected President
of the Senate, he resigned from the Office of Chairman
of the Ceylon National Chamber of Industries. The
members unanimously elected him as Patron as a mark
of respect and affection for him.

The members of the Ceylon National Chamber of
Industries wish Senator Ratnayake many more years of
happy life and useful service to the country.



AN ASSESSMENT OF Mr. A. RATNAYAKE
FROM PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE:

by

C. SUNTHARALINGAM

A medium built figure, unassuming appearance, not
different from the other applicants for admission to the
Union Hostel (later Arunachalam Hall) Ceylon University
College, but with a noticeable glitter in the eyes - that is
he impression that was left on my mind by Ratnayake,
when I first met him in 1922 - nearly half-a-century ago.

Within a week or two, the resident undergraduates
had, in accordance with my advice given at the inaugural
address, formed an Undergraduates Society: their Warden
had the Oxford Union in view and the Society was to be
the training ground for the future leaders of the country
and for those who were to replace the European-ridden
secondary schools, public services, judiciary, etc. Ratnayake
was elected by free vote, -there were not then the bad

practices of the later democratic elections of Ceylon with
“cash, casippu and crookishness.” He was thus the
First President of a Society which sent out into the world
of Lanka men like T. S. Fernando, M. F. de S. Jayaratne,
Colvin R. de Silva, S. Handy Perimpanayagam, D. T. Niles,
Abdul Cader, E. A. Wijesooriya. S. A. Wijayatilaka,
and a host of other distinguished men - I trust they will
forgive me for not singling them out too. There was
in my study in Colombo till quite recently the first photo-
graph of the Society with Ratnayake as the central figure.
He proved himself, as manner born, to be a good President,
capable of controlling meetings. He had the distinction
of presiding at meetings addressed by eminent Indian leaders
like Poet Rabindranath Tagore, Sarojini Naidu, C. F.
Andrews, Bepin Chandra Pal and Mohamed Al. It
was the Warden’s practice to be present at the meetings,
to play the part of mentor, to take no part in the proceedings,
except on very rare occasions when a rebellious Colvin
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would indulge in satirical rudeness against Principal
Marrs!

One day, a year or two after the Hostel was inaugurated,
I happened to go to D. S. Senanayake’s Office in connection
with a “political lesson” which I had to cover with my
Seisha. Near his table was seated an elderly gentleman.
“Do you know, who this gentleman is?” asked D. S.
“This is Suntharalingam.” With surprise, the elderly
gentleman rose from his seat and worshipped me. D. S.
gave his name, and I had no difficulty in finding that he
was “Rat’s” father! I delighted the father by telling him
what I then thought of his son and had little difficulty
in prophesying the leadership to which he was destined.
Ratnayake had already acquired the desire to serve his
brethren the Kandyans who had been and were being
squeezed out by Europeans from above and by non-
Kandyans, Indians, etc., from below. I am happy to
know that he has been able to realise some of his youthful
idealism.

Ratnayake rose high: he and 1 found ourselves as
colleagues in D. S.’s First Cabinet of Ceylon Ministers -
then representative of all sections of the people of the
Island. I have before my mind’s eye the picture of
Ratnayake running after me and trying to persuade me
to return to the Chamber of the House of Representatives
to vote against my conscience for the Indian and Pakistani
Residents Citizenship Bill. ‘““No, Rat; Sorry!” Ratnayake
knew his man, who was quite prepared to face dismissal
from the Cabinet, and he with sorrow written all over his
face, went back.

Years rolled by: Ratnayake kept to the path of integrity
and sincerity.

Again, Ratnayake President of the Senate turns up
at my residence without any notice. He had already
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called on “Mrs. Sun”. “I have come, Sun (or Sir) to
see you about Maviddapuram™ ““Oh, I see! Good! Well,
I suppose, you want me to have these unfortunates allowed
to enter the temple by force or threat of force! Sorry,

Rat! Nothing doing!”

Ratnayake was all pleasant and persuasive but his one
time Guru? was, as ever, adamant. Ratnayake understood
it all. He fulfilled his Mentor’s prophesy to his, Father
and had become the highest President in the land! He is an
earnest, sincene, honest gentleman and a great Kandyan.
May he live long to inspire his fellow Kandyans and
continue to lead them out of their unhappy past!
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Mr. A. RATNAYAKE AS FOOD MINISTER

by

K. ALVAPILLAI

It was someday in September 1947. The results of the first
General Election under the reformed Constitution (which
replaced the Donoughmore Scheme) had come in, and
as expected, the United National Party led by the late
D. S. Senanayake had secured the largest number of seats
in Ceylon’s new Parliament. D. S. was called upon by
the Governor-General to form a government and was
engaged in creating ministries and selecting ministers.
Under the Executive Committee System he had himself
administered the functions in relation to food and the
co-operative movement. The senior officers of these and
other Departments under him, only a few days earlier,
had bid him farewell at lunch and also toasted him as the
Prime Minister-to-be of Ceylon. To which Cabinet Minister
will these functions be assigned and who will be the Minister
were the questions that agitated our minds. The news came
then that A. Ratnayake had accepted the portfolio of
food and co-operative undertakings. This was pleasant
news to all of us, the Heads of Departments and the
Senior Administrators, for apart from the mature political
experience Ratnayake had already acquired he was well
known to be a person of liberal outlook, of tolerance and
understanding.  Although public administration is an
art which one learns while one is on the job, a modicum of
experience of administration is useful for a Minister of
State, but Ratnayake had this in ample measure, having
served uninterruptedly in the Executive Committee of
Education from 1931 to 1947. Having served this Executive
Committee as its clerk from 1937 - 1942, and also the
Special Committee on Education as its Secretary from
1941 - 1943, 1 had the advantage of moving closely with
him and admiring his ability, sense of judgement, breadth
of vision and dedication to the cause he espoused. I was,
at the time Ratnayake became the boss of the new Ministry,
the Food Commissioner in charge of Supplies and Rex
Poulier of the Civil Service and my senior, was in charge
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of distribution of food and was appointed Permanent
Secretary to the Ministry. I took some pride in the fact
that at least in one respect Ratnayake had followed me,
that is, like me, he moved from education to food. During
the period of his service to Education, Ratnayake was
considered to be a revolutionary, i.e. he had revolutionary
ideas. Certainly the proposal for education to be free
from Kindergarten to University which he seriously brought
up in the Special Committee on Education for which he
secured majority acceptance was at that time considered
revolutionary. All in all what one saw very plainly in his
make-up was his great concern for the poor - particularly
those with rural backgrounds. Rural uplift i. e. freeing
the villagers from poverty, ignorance and disease on the
pattern advocated by Mahatma Gandhi for the Indian
villages was almost an obsession with him. Equipped
with these progressive ideas and aptitudes and also with a
flair for getting his ideas implemented Ratnayake presided
over the activities of the Ministry of Food and Co-operative
Undertakings for well-nigh five years.

The period 1942-45 was one of tribulation in Ceylon
mainly on account of shortages of many essential items of
food. As Burma and Thailand were cut off from Ceylon,
rice was in extreme short supply. Nobody would believe
now that a population accustomed to an average consum-
tion of three measures of rice per head per week had to
put up with only half a measure per week during the two
. years 1944 to 1945 - and this rice too was Egyptian rice.
Even wheat flour which replaced rice to a large extent
and sugar were not available in plenty. So the food shortages
continued for several years after 1945 and all the three
items rice, sugar and flour had to be rationed. Another
problem that continued to harrass successive governments
was that of food subsidies. This had emerged in full force
at the time Ratnayake took office. One of his first taskswas
to pilot two supplementary estimates for Rs. 100,000,000,
(loss from 1942-47) and Rs. 85,000,000 (loss for 1947-48)
to meet food subsidies. The originator of the food subsidy
was the then Financial Secretary (Humham) whose main
object was to keep wages of plantation labour down so
that the export price of tea, rubber etc. to the Allies of
World War II may in turn be kept down. So he wanted
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the price of rice subsidised with profits made on flour
and sugar - which were consumed in much less quantities.
But later as prices of all food stuffs rose, the rice subsidy
was considered necessary as much needed relief to all
consumers. Sometimes flour, too, had to be subsidised
but sugar was sold at a profit. Furthermore, the full
commitment on subsidy rested precariously on fluctuating
prices of sugar and flour. When the profits on these two
items dropped due to rises in food prices and freight costs
the net subsidy increased. The position could of course be
mitigated by passing on the cost increases to the consumer.
Ratnayake, however, viewed food subsidies as a social
welfare measure and would notthink of increasing the
consumer price of the three items, rice, sugar and flour.
I remember one occasion in 1948 when the import price
of sugar went up and I had to press for an increase in its
consumer price — a mere 5 cents. per lb. One likeable
trait in Ratnayake is his sense of humour. In the midst
of serious but sometimes dull discussions, he would let
slip a remark to enliven the tedium. So when I was arguing
for an increased price for sugar he said “do you know
that, in the recent past, sugar was a ‘distant rumour’
in the villages, and now you want to make them pay
more for their sugar when their economic position is
beginning to improve.” There was an interesting sequel.
D. S. the Prime Minister came to know of his opposition
and got the increase through the Cabinet by a majority
vote - only Ratnayake and his able ally Suntheralingam
voting against. But ‘Rat’, as he is often called, did not
stop. He ordered that I was not to implement the decision
although the convention had been established that the
Officials should promptly implement Cabinet decisions.
I was subject to the Minister’s orders only — that was
his view —and two weeks later he sought reconsideration
by the Cabinet and had his way. Out of his concern for poor
consumers, and of course not without consideration
of the impact on the country’s economy, Ratnayake was
responsible for reducing the price of rice from 36 cts.
per measure to 30 cts. In October 1950 and further to
25 cts. In December 1950 And 2 measures were issued to
each person. It was thereafter that the price of Burma
rice began to rise reaching the top price of £ 60 per ton
(£40 in 1950) in 1953.  The overall food subsidy for 1951-52
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reached the high figure of Rs. 230,000,000 whereas it
was only Rs. 35,000,000 in 1949-50. There is an impression
in the public mind that most of the decisions of the govern-
ment are taken on the advice of the Public Servants at the
top and there is often a readiness to identify the Public
Servants with the relevant decisions. It is true that under
the British convention the Civil Servant is the mentor
and executive of his minister. But, in Ceylon, the position
is that although the Civil Servant loyally executes the
policy laid down, his advice on the formulation of policy
is not always accepted, and for the reason that the Minister.
having his finger on the pulse of public opinion, is the
best judge of what would be correct policy at a particular
point of time. I may in this connection refer to the
increase of the price of rice from 25 cts. per measure to
70 cts. In July 1963. This was called for by the experts
of the Central Bank on the ground of safeguarding the
country’s economy. My advice, however, was that the
increase of price should be in stages of 10 to 15 cts. at a
time. But the price was increased to 70 cts. with resultant
trouble and turmoil. In October 1953, however, hardly
three months later, the price was brought down to 55 cts
and further reduction followed thereafter with import
prices dropping. Fortunately for Ratnayake these happen-
ings took place when he left the Food Ministry and if
he were there he would have found a less painful solution.

Ratnayake, the confirmed democrat, as I had occasion
to refer to him in another article, was a great believer
in the co-perative movement as a potent instrument
of rural uplift. He viewed the movement as a golden
mean between unbridled capitalism and regimented socialism
He wanted it to retain its character as a People’s movement
to be fostered and aided by government but not to be
pampered. Aided by that able and devoted Civil Servant,
the late G. de Zoysa, he made it possible for co-operation
to grow from strength to strength.

I had the pleasure of accompanying Ratnayake on some
negotiating missions. We visited Burma twice for negotiating
rice and Thailand once. His duty, which he performed
extremely well, was to persuade his counterparts in the
respective governments to relent and release a good export
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quota leaving the price question for me to tackle. On
another occasion he led the delegation of the Govt. of
Ceylon (though he was then not in the Food Ministry)
to the Food and Agriculture Organization. His conduct
of affairs at the Biannual Conference brought prestige
to Ceylon and he was elected a Vice-President of the
Conference and presided at some meetings.

The best part of my official career was spent on work
connected with the management of the country’s food
problems — procurement of food, negotiation of contracts,
guaranteed prices for paddy and other local products,
food production and marketing. In this period, 1942-63,
I held the position of Permanent Secretary for ten years,
1953-63, and had the opportunity of serving with loyalty,
dedication and with independence of mind, Ministers
of different political persuasions who laid down from
time to time policies they considered necessary for the
improvement of the country. ‘“Policy” said Winston
Churchill “must inevitably be a balancing of risks and
dangers — the deliberate courting of the smaller to ward
off the larger.” 1 cannot say to what extent the above
principle influenced ministerial thinking here. In public
administration too there are perils and risks, and a good
and understanding Minister will no doubt allow for the
administrative short-comings arising from these. I am
happy to be able to say that I had this understanding from
all the Ministers I served and that was a solace in carrying
some of the onerous burdens of administration. As I now
contemplate in retrospect my five years work under Rat-
nayake I bow in gratitude for this understanding and for the
praise he was generous enough to shower on me when a
job was well done. His other likeable qualities - humility,
kindliness and a sincere desire to mitigate the suffering of the
have-nots still stick in my mind. Though a fervent believer
in social justice I have never known him to be troubled by
ideological obsessions or slogans or “isms” which many
today time and again shout in order to attract public
attention and acclaim. Somebody said somewhere “greed,
ambition, and love of power will still colour and sicken the
minds of men.” This goes for politicians generally. But
the world has produced and will continue to produce even
among politicians a few leaders who have shaken off and
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will be able to shake off these frailties. And I see Ratnayake,
judging by his career of 40 years in the service of his country-
men as one who has always put people and country before
personal advancement. I also see him now as an ardent
propagator of religious and philosophical ideas in which
field, I am sure, he can render fruitful service to a people
who are weighed down with mundane problems. May he
live many more years to be of further service to the country
and to be hailed one of these days by a grateful people as the
Grand Old Man of Ceylon.
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HON’BLE A. RATNAYAKE, AS I KNEW HIM

by
Dr. M. C. M. KALEEL

I came to know Mr. A. Ratnayake only after 1 entered
the State Council in the year 1942. At that time he looked
quite unimpressive in the midst of the political leaders
of the time like Sir Baron Jayatilleke, D. S. Senanayake,
E. W. Perera, S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike, W. A. de Silva,
G. G. Ponnambalam and a host of others. Mr. Ratnayake
was then a back-bencher, but with an effective voice in
the Executive Committee of Education. He was a severe
critic of the policy of the then Board of Ministers and
used to make some very valuable contributions to the
debates. He used to start speeches rather hesitatingly
and as he proceeded and got warmed up to the subject
his voice rose to a crescendo and then one could enjoy
‘a feast of reason and a flow of soul’, interspersed with
bits of humour characteristic of Mr. Ratnayake.

What impressed me most about Mr. Ratnayake was
not so much his oratory or his power to impress but his
utter sincerity in whatever he said both in Council (later
in Parliament) or outside it. His words came from the
depths of his heart and he never said anything to hurt the
feelings of another. He had great pursuasive powers
and often succeeded in making his point of view prevail.

It was said of Cicero that when he spoke people listened
" attentively and remarked ‘““How well he speakes!” and then
dispersed. When' Demosthenes spoke they got excited
- and cried “Let us march!” It may be said of Mr. Ratnayake
“'that when he spoke people felt sympathy and said “Let us
~do Eomé;h}ﬁng ‘about it”; and. proceeded to carry out his
\ wishes’ !

- Mr. Ratnayake is a socialist in'the best sense of ‘ the
- word.  His socialism, ' however, ' is not of the imported
* variety that required ‘the destruction' and uprooting of
.all that is; near and.dearto thé heart of the people. His
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socialism has to be built on the firm foundation of thejr
ancient culture and religious faith which they have up to
now preserved in spite of destructive elements both from
without and within. His socialism has to be built on the
goodwill and co-operation of all sections of the people - a
very difficult thing to achieve indeed.

Mr. Ratnayake is a votary of Mahatma Gandhi and
a believer in his political philosophy. He realised that
Gandhism can have an ennobling effect on the minds
of the people, especially of the younger generation. As
Chairman of the Mahatma Gandhi Centenary Celbration
Committee he carried Gandhi’s message through the
length and breadth of the island, and has inaugurated a
fund to establish in Ceylon a permanent Gandhi memorial
which he expects would benefit every religious community
in the island.

Mr. Ratnayake has done yoeman service in the field
of education. It can be said without fear of contradiction
that it was he, above all others, that ultimately succeeded
in persuading the Ex. Co. of Education to introduce free
education from Kindergarten to the University. Later
as Minister of Home Affairs he was responsible in getting
the Cabinet to approve setting apart a sum of ten million
rupees for Buddha Jayanthi eclebrations.

I have no doubt that when the history of this period
comes to be written the name of the Hon’ble Ratnayake,
President of the Senate, and Minister of State will always
find a place in the front ranks of the patriotic sons of
Sri Lanka.
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COLLEGE DAYS WITH A. RATNAYAKE,

by
S. F. DE SiLva

My memories of him go back to close on fifty years
when we were among the first students of the then ““Univer-
sity College” with Mr. Edwin Evans, the Director of
Education as Acting Principal until he was succeeded by
Prof. Robert Marrs.

I recall the students of those days. There were two
who were later officers of the Education Department —
Trevor Lorage and K. S. Arulanandy. Among the
younger set were Willie Rajapathirana, Philip Gunawarde-
ne, G. G. Ponnambalam, Gunasena de Zoysa and Louis
Rajapakse (later Sir Lalitha). Ratnayake was one of the
most cheerful of the younger set with a distinct flair for
practical jokes.

I remember the lively discussions round the tables at
“College House” and when argument waxed hot there
was a voice that always said “Look here fellows, be
reasonable.” That was A. Ratnayake who from his
early years was stable, unmoved and always in a Confucian
manner, pleaded for reasonableness.

When the time came for the election of the President
of the Students’ Union, Ratnayake was the obvious
choice even of the most impetuous of the students. They
recognized in him certain qualities of character that won
their respect and approval. I wonder whether Ratnayake,
the President of the Senate, lets his mind travel back along
the corridors of time, to recall memories of the meetings
of the Union over which he presided with the utmost
calm even when the “weather was often rough and stormy.’

From the University College we went our separate
ways as teachers but we met again when as an officer of
the Education Department I met Ratnayake very often
as a member of the Executive Committee of Education.
We in the Department were glad that there were such
experienced teachers as Natesan, Nalliah, and Ratnayake
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in this Committee. We could always count on their
knowledge and experience of educational matters and
I often think of the very valuable work done by this
Committee. Ratnayake was a trusted member on whom
Mr. C. W. W. Kannangara often relied for advice. Rat-
nayake, as usual, was for “reasonableness” !

Later as a Minister of Food he took me aback by coming
into my room to chat to me as in the old days. He, one
day, wanted me to include th study of the ‘‘co-operative
movement” in the curriculam of Civics and wished me
to write a booklet to guide the students. I was very
fortunate in that Gunasena Zoysa was there to help and
revise my work.

Ratnayake ceased to be a ‘“‘class room” teacher but
he still carries the air of the school master with the smile
and patience so characteristic of him. Whenever he meets
me on the corridor of the Senate Building, a friendly
hand takes me to his room for talk and cup of tea. The
man has not changed with the passing of the years. He
is still the kindly, loveable person I knew fifty years ago.

One day he spoke of the ‘““Satipattana Sutta.” This
was far from his usual talk but I knew where his mind
is now in the evening of his days. A time comes to relax
from toil, so unostentatiously done for others by him
in his long years of service. “Not lived in vain are lives
such as his” and this is the wish I have for my old friend —
“May the Light of the Dhamma guide him to the end
of his days.”
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STATESMAN RATNAYAKE, THE INCOMPARABLE
FRIEND, GUIDE, AND INSPIRER

by

A. T. ARIYARATNE
Honarary Organizing Secretary,

LANKA JATIKA SARVODAYA SHRAMADANA SANGAMAYA
Executive Member

WORLD ASSEMBLY OF YOUTH 1969 RAMON MAGSAYSAY
AWARDED FOR COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP

It was the early nineteen fifties. I was only a teenager.
Being a rural boy I was a complete stranger to the city of
Colombo. Yet my desire to help my village people brought
me to Colombo one day. My mission was to meet the
Head of a Department and seek redress from him as his
District Officers could not help me in furthering a village
project. I climbed the stairs of the Torrington Square
Office and walked straight in towards the room which I
thought was the Director’s office. At that very moment
I was confronted with a stately figure just coming out
of the room.

I recognized him as I had seen his picture in the news-
papers. 1 realised that I had come to the wrong office.
In spite of my excitement I said “Good morning, Sir”.
His response most unexpectedly was far from formal.
He said “Yes, sonny whatcan I do for you” and holding
me by the arm walked back into his office. That was
the Hon’ble A. Ratnayake, the then Minister of Home
Affairs. That was my first meeting though yet a school
boy with the Hon’ble Ratnayake and happliy for me my
problem too was solved then and there.

At that time I could never have imagined that one day
twenty years later I would be coming closer to him in an
attempt to realise a common dream, namely, working
for the goal of a Sarvodaya Society. During
that period though a free people in popular terms the
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common man was treated by the more privileged classes
with the same contempt with which the British had been
treating them hitherto. Wearing an artificial halo around
themselves perhaps gave a lot of personal satisfaction
to most people from the Minister down to the peon. But
here I met a man who sanctified a ministerial office with
the typical unassuming personality and dignified humility
of a Sinhala villager.

In 1966 the Sarvodaya workers were getting organized
to celebrate in a fitting manner the birth centenary of
Mahatma Gandhi which fell in 1969. We had to form a
National Committee and a Chairman had to be selected.
He had to be a national leader who lived the Gandhian
way of life. The natural choice was the Hon’ble Ratnayake.
He readily accepted our invitation and plunged head-long
in to the mainstream of the activities we planned. He
placed his office at the Senate at the disposal of the Com-
mittee and get every political, religious and other shades
of leadership actively involved in the celebrations. The
entire programme was organised at a highly non-sectarian
level udnder his able stewardship and our objectives were
realised.

He did not confine himself to the city. He wanted to
visit as many Sarvodaya villages as possible to see for
himself the impact of our work on the lives of the rural
people. Whether it is distant Wewala, Nedalagamuwa or
Pubbiliya, Mr. Ratnayake was there guiding and inspiring
our youth to forge ahead in the Sarvodaya concept of
village self-government. His age did not deter him from
being present in person for it was his conviction that
involvement and participation where the keynotes of the
Sarvodaya way of life.

Mr. Ratnayake has lived a total life — a life of dedicated
service to his fellowmen and motherland. But I remember
Mr. Ratnayake always lamenting on one lapse on his part.
Both in private and public I have heard him say sadly
“l, too, have had a hand in introducing and nursing this
vicious system of party politics which has done more
damage than good to our people. ’The more he was
convinced of this the more he got driven to believe in the
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better and ennobling from of politics, namely, people’s and
participating politics as opposed to power and party
politics. It was this conviction that made him drift away
from party and power politics and come closer to the
Sarvodaya way. Being the first and probably the last
President to be elected unaniously by both sides of the
Upper House is a standing testimony to his uprightness
and impartiality.

As the most elarly and loved statesman of the day Mr. Rat-
nayake has no equal. 1 think he is the only national political
leader who has left the political arena without leaving a
single enemy. But to me Mr. Ratnayake has just begun a
new adventure - a journey into the mechanics of non-
violent and ethical polities of the Gandhian order.
With the zeal and enthusiasm of a young uisionary he sees
only one way out for our national crisis. He does not
mince his words when he says “Give the maximum power
to the people. Sri Lanka should be a Commonwealth of
Village Republics. Begin with Grama Swarajaya or Self-
government in villages. This is the only way - the
Sarvodaya.”

May Mr. Ratnayake, a beloved elder statesman and a
young visionary have good health and abiding strenth
to guide us in our attempt to build up a Sri Lanka where
Truth, Non-violence and Self-denial reign supreme.
His could be the hand that will hasten the process and we
look to him to supply our Movement with the urgently
needed backing in added measure to make Sri Lanka a
Land of peace loving, contented and diligent people.
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REMINISCENCES OF THE OPENING OF THE
NEW VIHARA AT SANCHI

by

HEDIGALLE PANNATISSA THERO
Chief Sangha Nayake of India & Viharadhipathi Sanchi Vihara

Nineteen years ago, on the 29th of November, 1952,
at a ceremony held at the holy precincts of the Sanchi Stupa
set up originally to house the sacred relics of Sariputta
and Maha Moggallana, the two chief disciples of the Buddha,
a shrine which had just then been renovated by the Govern-
ment of India and declared open that day by the Prime
Minister Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, in the presence of the
Prime Ministers of Burma, Thailand, Siam, the Maha
Rajah of Sikkim, Dr. Sarvapillai Radakrishnan, then
Vice-President of India, Cabinet Ministers, distinguished
delegates from foreign countries and over a million people,
the Hon. Abhayaratne Ratnayake, then Minister of Home
Affairs, representing the Prime Minister and the Govt.
of Ceylon at that function, made a memorable contribution
to the day’s proceedings with a speech which evoked the
spontaneous applause and congratulations also of the
vast concourse of the learned elite assembled there and
more specially that of Pandit Nehru himself.

_ The Hon. Ratnayake stressed the necessity for the
building up of a world order where fear and greed would
give way to love and liberality as in the days of Dharmasoka.

John Stuart Mill, the reputed English philosopher and
logician of the early 19th century, in his autobiography
says that he was “‘convinced that no great improvements
in the lot of mankind are possible, until a great change
takes place in the fundamental constitution of their modes
of thought.” e \

But, “almost twenty-one centuries earlier”’, Mr. Rat-
nayake pointed out, “Emperor Asoka, deeply: impressed
and .inspired by the thoughts and philosophy of Gautama,
‘The Buddha, had decreed that his vast empire shall be
: governed according to the Laws of the Dhamma, visualising
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and wishing for his subjects a “Dharma Ygaya” and a
“Dharma Rajyya” eventually. For the thoughts of the
Buddha have been of such an all-embracing and far-reaching
nature that they have inspired great philosophers and
sages down the ages and accepted as a panacea for most
ills™.

The Hon. Ratnayake advocated the need for the building
up of a greater and brighter future and a better society
based on such lofty ideals as adhered to by Emperor Asoka
who8e name, according to H. G. Wells in his book
“OUTLINE OF HISTORY shines and shines almost alone,
a star, amidst the tens of thousands of names of monarchs
that crowd the columns of history, their majesties and
graciousnesses and serenities and royal highnesses. From
the Volga to Japan his name is still honoured. China,
Tibet, and even India, though it has left its doctrine,
preserve the tradition of his greatness. More living men
cherish his memory today than have ever heard the names
of Constantine or Charlemagne”.

This learned and moving speech was so befitting the
occasion: that it occured to me that the Hon. Ratnayake,
nurtured as he had been ‘in his youth in the
atmosphere of the great Hewavitarne home, had imbibed
all that had been best from the late Anagarika Dharmapala
— the founder of the Maha Bodhi Society and the greatest
national and religious leader Ceylon had produced during
the 19th century - and thus become entitled to be considered
his most faithful lay follower and the repository of his
hopes and aspirations as has been so visibly demonstrated
by all his religious, cultural and public activities and more
specially by the masterly planning of the BUDDHA
JAYANTHI celebrated a few years later.

The Hon. Minister Ratnayake from Ceylon called upon
' India to take the leadership as in the days of Asoka and
spread the Message of Peace, Goodwill and Harmony
throughout the world. India, he said, was called the
- “Punnya Bhumi” where the greatest thinkers and philoso-
phers were born. It was also the home of all the Buddhas
- and it was in India that the highest human qualities such
.. as. self-sacrifice, ~Renunciation, Wisdom, Righteous
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Determination, Truth and Non-Violence were practised
to perfection. “Those of us therefore who come from
Buddhist countries look upon India to take the necessary
leadership to dethrone Violence, Hatred and Greed which
today rule mankind”, he concluded.

The Hon. Ratnayake’s entire career has been marked
with such graciousness and simplicity that could be expected
only of the truly great, His steadfast attachment to the
Dhamma as to his motherland and his sincere affection
for all humanity —in the spirit of a living Gandhi — are
well known.

To commemorate forty years of distinguished and devoted
service by a patriot of this nature and to honour him is
truly befitting and indeed commendable as expounded by
the Buddha in the Mangala Sutra :

“Asewanaacha baalanang, panditanancha sevana,
Pujacha pujaniyanang, etang mangala muttaman.”

May the Hon. Abeyaratna Ratnayake be blessed with
good health and long life to continue in his great service
for the welfare of mankind.

SANCHI VIHARA
BHOPAL, INDIA
Ist June, 1971.
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THE FREEDOM MOVEMENT IN CEYLON AND
EMERGENCE INTO POLITICS OF
MR. A. RATNAYAKE

by
F. R. JAYASURIYA

Ho Boy! Come bring the brandy!
A thousand thanks to good Sir John
Say Olive, Joan, and Andy!”

If we overlook a Civil Servant Govenor’s well meant
excursion into the realm of poetry, the result is not without
historical meaning and significance. The occasion is the
evening of the Scottish National Festival, the setting
is the “Queen’s House” and the scene, viewing it in
retrospect in the cool light of historical recapitulation
a quarter of a century after, when the shouting and the
tumult have died away and the captains and kings departed,
the last act of the drama of British Imperialism and colo-
nialism being played out in one of its most colourful abodes
and sanctuaries, often proudly referred to in official
documents as “the Premier Crown Colony” of Britain.

Today, as we look back wistfully, and even nostalgically,
on that past which is no more, when Olive, Joan and Andy,
toasting each other and their good host Sir John Tarbat,
director of numerous British plantation companies, agency
houses and business establishments, whose names if not yet
quite forgotten are a rapidly fading memory, we can derive
some measure of real satisfaction from the fact that if the
British Banks and Agency Houses still remain, they have
nonetheless shed the pride, glory, and let us hasten to add,
arrogance, of their past. In that struggle to rid the
country of its foreign yoke, in which the riots of 1915
are a towering landmark, the chapter which opens with
the adoption of the “Donoughmore” Constitution in1931
finds the subject of this humble and grateful tribute to a
national hero and patriot, taking his first deliberate,
thoughtful, and solemn steps of unswerving dedication to
that goal, not merely of National Independence, but of
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social liberation and economic emancipation of his poor
and exploited fellow countrymen.

We, cannot, therefore, do better than begin by setting
out in bare outline the principal events in the life and career
of this simple and charming personage whose record of
selfless and unpublicised service to his fellow beings must
in itself remain an example, guide, and inspiration to
others to follow in his footsteps.

In the twilight glow of the Donoughmore era which filled
the years between Colonial darkness and dawning Inde-
pendence, there emerged silently and unannounced into
the political arena of Ceylon a small band of youthful
1dealists who were soon to make a singnificant confribution
to the course of political change in Ceylon during the
ensuing quarter century or more. There was nothing
particularly revolutionary or spectacular either in their
political philosophy or Parliamentary strategy. Alike in
the smallness of their numbers, and the idealism of their
creed, they resembled the English intellectuals of the
French Revolutionary era, who had hoped by the sincerity
and fervour of their appeals for political reform and social
justice to usher in an age of plenty and equality for all,
in which the exploitation of man by his fellow men would
be a thing of the past. They too, might well have exclaimed
as Wordsworth did of the French Revolution:—

“Bliss was it in that dawn to be alive,
But to be young was very Heaven”!

The acknowledged leader of this group was a young
scholar hailing from the hill country who was one of the
early products of University education in Ceylon at a time
when academic degrees were still the privilege of a few.
The years of growing nationalism in the Colonial countries
after the first World War had, indeed, produced for the
first time in the politics of popular democracy both intel-
lectual moderates and revolutionary idealists. In Ceylon
the intellectuals of this period were mostly professional
men who, if not actually wealthy, were potential heirs
to wealth and property, and were not greatly interested

in rapid social change. The revolutionary idealists on the
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other hand who were a small minority within this body,
while themselves possessed of wealth and property, were
those who, nevertheless, were impatient of social change
effected gradually through the democratic process, and
were ready to court imprisonment rather than acquiesce
any longer in the perpetuation of the indignity, iniquity,
and humiliation of submission to unjust laws such as the
Poll Tax and the Waste Lands Ordinance.

Such in broad outline was the political and social back-
ground against which, in hushed tones and whispered
asides, in the corridors and anterooms of the new State
Council elected in 1931 under the provisions of the
“Donoughmore” Constitution, the question soon came
to be asked: who was this strange newcomer who had
crashed his way into the high citadel of national politics
and was beginning to make his presence felt in the jealously
guarded political enclaves of that period. One is reminded
of the delirious frenzy and enthusiasm with which half a
century before, the victims of grinding poverty amid
limitless plenty, in the gold and silver mines and the ranches
and prairies of the American “wild west”, where the new
race of American millionaires were provocatively flaunting
their vast and often ill-gotten wealth, welcomed the
whirlwind entry into the stormy politics of Populist America,
the brash and breezy William Jennings Bryan with the
battle cry of :

“Prairie avenger, mountain Lion,
Bryan, Bryan, Bryan, Bryan™!

So, too, young Ratnayake, B.A.(London), Advocate of
the Supreme Court of Ceylon, Principal of Mahabodhi
College, Colombo., and now elected a Member of the State
Council for Dumbara, though cast in a gentler mould,
swooped down upon the fashionable parlours and bourdoirs
of the Cinnamon Gardens from the backward and neglected
Hill Country, whither, of yore, the Sinhalese Kings,
chieftains and people had withdrawn, to defend for 300
years, with a courage and tenacity matched only by their
wisdom, the independence of their Island home against
the assaults of the mightiest Western powers, and showed
by his subsequent conduct that the patriotic ardour of his
forefathers still burned within him.
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In more senses than one Abhayaratne Ratnayake
heralded the dawn of a new era in the politics of Ceylon.
What Anagarika Dharmapala had done for the cause
of the Buddhist and National revival, carrying into the
remotest corners of the country the message of national
awakening and independence from the foreign yoke,
with a vigour and zest unknown before in the modern
history of Ceylon, the youthful Ratnayake set out to do
in the more limited political arena of the State Council
and Parliament. Nor was the connection between the two
patriotic champions of dispossessed Buddhists fighting
to regain their lost heritage, either illusory or accidental.
For Ratnayake had been schooled long and silently at
the feet of the great Savant who for the first time in the
latter day history of our country made the name of Ceylon
reverberate in the social and religious circles of contem-
porary international society of East and West.

By the fierce eloquence, sincerity, and clarity with which
he presented the message of the Buddha to the Parliament
of Religions at Chicago in 1893, and the equal tenacity
and fervour with which he pursued the campaign for ensuring
the return of Buddha Gaya in India to the Buddhists from
the control of its Hindu masters, as also by the successful
organisation and establishment through the Maha Bodhi
Society and Trust of a network of Buddhist Centres of
International communication and propaganda throughout
India under the management of devoted monks from Ceylon,
the Anagarika Dharmapala had gained for this country a
new eminence and leadership in the Buddhist World
which it had not known since the days of the Sinhalese
Kings.

Ever since the Colebrooke-Cameron legislative reforms
of 1832, and more specifically after the defeat of the last
uprising of the Kandyan Sinhalese in 1848, the British
Colonial Government had made a subtle but deliberate
and calculated attempt at subversion and destruction of
the Sinhala language, culture, and institutions, and its
replacement by the English language, and by English laws
and usages. To achieve this object it was necessary on
the one hand to undermine the authority of the chieftains
of various ranks from the Adigars down to the minor
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officials, and on the other hand to seek to reduce, and
if possible remove, the great influence and moral authority
which the Buddhist Sangha exercised over the minds of
the people. The proclamation of English as the official
language of the country under the Colebrooke-Cameron
proposals was the first formal step taken in this direction
under the guise of introducing new and liberal principles of
dispensation of justice and of the conduct of public adminis-
tration. The abolition of the Pirivena system of education
and the transfer of the sole responsibility for education
to the Christian clergy, the institution of a new Civil
Service and the restriction of all appointments to it to
those willing to embrace the Christian faith, the wholesale

eviction of the peasantry in the up-country areas from
their village lands by the brutal enactment and enforcement
of the series of Waste Lands Ordinances, and finally,
the free sale of land at nominal prices to British buyers
for the new coffee plantations were all part of a studied
and cunningly devised scheme by which the protection
solemnly promised and guaranteed under the Kandyan
Convention to the Sinhalese Buddhists was steadily whittled
away. Instead of preserving and maintaining the laws,
customs and usages of the country as then existing and
protecting the Buddhist Religion, the Christian clergy
was enthroned as the seat of moral and religious authority,
English laws were introduced to replace the Sinhalese
legal system, and a Christian public service with English
officials at its head set up to supersede and override the
authority wielded by the chieftains throughout the country.
All political patronage, and social and economic advance-
ment thereafter was exclusively reserved for those who
would elect to disown the language, customs, dress, and
religion of their forefathers, and adopt those of the new
and alien rulers. A mockery of a legislature presumed
to be based on democratic principles was set up consisting
of the Chief Justice and other high executive officers of
the Government together with a handful of hand picked
stooges of the Governor, and was declared to be the
principal legislative and executive authority, subject to
the overriding veto of the Secretary of State and ultimately
Her Majesty the Queen of England.
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This was the monolithic Christian and English based
structure of Government which had been steadily built
up over the years to displace and dispossess the Sinhala
Buddhist system which the British Government had solemnly
pledged to preserve and maintain under the solemn treaty
obligations of the Kandyan Convention of 1815, the binding
force of which was reiterated and reaffirmed by one of the
most authoritative and powerful Select Committees of the
British Parliament which had been set up in 1848 after
the Kandyan uprising of that year — a Committee which
included among its members three of the most famous
Prime Ministers of England, Peel, Gladstone, and Disraeli.
The cruel irony by which the entire Sinhala peasantry in the
Kandyan area was driven out of their ancestral lands and
homes, and replaced by vast plantations worked by Indian
Tamil ““coolie” labour, while the British planter and the
British Civil Servant lorded it over those fertile hills and
valleys, now presented the depressing picture of a truly
“Deserted Village.” In those homesteads where once a
happy and contented people had lived in the spirit of and
in accord with, the doctrines of the Buddhist Faith,
““a bold peasantry their country’s pride” had been forever
despoiled, dispossessed, and destroyed beyond any pos-
sibility of revival or restoration. Such was the grim spectre
of a civilization in ruins which faced every intelligent, patr-
lotic, and self-respecting Sinhala leader in the closing years
of the 19th century. While in a broad sense national inde-
pendence had been undermined and destroyed, in reality
it was the Sinhala Buddhist structure of society and govern-
ment which had suffered the blows and dismemberment.
Hence while during the second half of the 19th century a
group of English planters supported by a small band of
Ceylonese Christian professional leaders in the legal and
medical professions, had constituted themselves into a kind of
opposition to the autocratic rule of the Governor, any real
national, movement, leadership, and opposition to conti-
nued British Colonial rule had necessarily to come from the
Sinhala Buddhists. It was this awakening which may be
dated as having commenced with the establishment of the
Buddhist Theosophical Society in 1880 with the able support
and inspiration of Colonel Henry Steele Olcott, an American
who came to Ceylon after reading an account of the fam-
ous controversy between the Buddhists and Christians in
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Ceylon at that time known as the “Panadura Controversy”
in which the fiery Buddhist preacher the venerable
Migettuwatte Gunananda argued into silence the Christian
Missionaries and won a resounding victory for the Budd-
hist cause. Helped forward by the parllel development of
Indian nationalism after the inauguration of the Indian
National Congress in 1885, the demand for political reform
and independence in Ceylon developed mainly into a demand
for the re-establishment and development of Buddhist
Education under the authority and support of the State,
greater opportunity of employment in the public service
for non-Christians, increased popular representation in
the legislature, and finally the moral plea for control and
abolition of the sale of meat and liquor under the authority
of the State. Like the introduction of opium into Burma
and China in British warships and under the terror of British
guns and bayonets, “You send your armed cruisers up and
down the China seas selling opium at the cannon’s mouth”
the great British writer and social reformer, John Ruskin
in his addresses to the British people thundered, official
authorization and approval of the sale of liquor in the
up-country areas met with fierce opposition from the
Sinhalese leaders and the Buddhist Clergy, and was regarded
as a challenge to the entire Buddhist population. Hence
when the national awakening began, the Temperance
movement provided a ready rallying point and battle cry
which united the entire nation and brought to its platforms
people of all faiths, Buddhists, Christians, Hindus and
Moslems. Thus while on the one hand the British were
actively seeking to set community against community
and divide the nation as in the riots of 1915, on the other
hand the fundamental cultural unity of the people was
manifesting itself in numerous forms. In the subsequent
demand for political reforms all sections of the people
remained united in their demand for greater inde-
pendence from foreign domination even when they were
urging their own separate claims.

All these various strands of political, social and
economic reform were converging into a single all-embracing
claim for complete independence or ‘‘poorna swaraj” as
in India, when the sudden victory of the British Labour
Party in 1929 gave an unexpectedly new turn to the direction
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of politics in Ceylon, and speeded it headlong in a socialist
direction. When in 1920 Sir Ponnambalam Arunachalam
was elected President of the Ceylon National Congress,
if only for a brief period, one of the most powerful blows
against the imperialist attempts to sow dissension among
the different communities had been struck. Likewise the
Hindu Educational Society in Jaffna was working in close
alliance with the Buddhist Theosophical Society, in a
common demand for increased educational opportunities
for Buddhist and Hindu children in a religious environment
of their own, and freedom from the dominance of the
Christian and Catholic Church in the educational field.
On the other hand Sir James Peiris, a well known Christian,
was at the head of the leadership of the National Congress
in its demands for political reform. This was the dissolving
fabric of the artificially created, Christian dominated,
feudal society which the British colonialists had sought
to implant in Ceylon. It was, therefore, not surprising
when the leaders of the Ceylon National Congress despite
their capitalist background and interests fraternised with
and even supported A. E. Goonesinghe’s labour movement
in its campaigns for better wage and living conditions for
Ceylonese workers against the British and Indian plantation
owners, agency houses, and import and export merchant
establishments.

To return to the role of the youthful Ratnayake who
had entered the political battle field brimming over with
reforming zeal; the ascent up the political ladder was, indeed
slow and arduous for this daring “‘novus homo” who had
sought to challenge the doctrines and the dogmas of the
high priests of the prevailing political orthodoxy. What
credentials had he brought with him to establish his claims
to enter this holy of holies? Unassuming and modest even
to a fault, young Ratnayake made no pretensions to
belong to whatever still remained of the titled aristocracy,
though this was now becoming a liability rather than an
asset in the developing political context of the new Ceylon.
Neither had he the broad acres in tea, rubber, or
coconut plantations, nor the wealth in Plumbago mines
which in the delirium of the years before the First World
War had helped to make fortunes almost overnight and
catapulted adventurous and ambitious village youths to
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fame and fortune, and paved the way which carried
them to national leadership. How, then, was this newcomer
into the rough and tumble of political life going to fare
in the strange new career which he had chosen for himself?
Was it rashness or ignorance of the dangers and pitfalls
through which he would have to thread his way before

he could achieve any fruitful results, that had brought
this youthful idealist into a battleground where tougher
and more seasoned fighters and campaigners before him
had failed? There was the case of E. W. Perera staring
them in the face. And likewise the fate of Ponnambalam
Ramanathan stood starkly before any aspiring politician as
a warning that times had changed. An electorate composed
of 4 percent of the population had been replaced by one
of 100 percent. This was the astonishing scene which
presented itself, in Ceylon, ironically, at a time when the
worst economic depression known in history had shut
down the entire plantation industry and put it on a “‘care
and maintenance” basis.

To some it seemed as if mob rule had been let loose
upon the country. “Three cats caterwauling like thirty
cats” screamed Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan referring
angrily and disparagingly to the leaders of the Ceylon
National Congress, as he denounced the Donoughmore
Constitution as a dark plot hatched between retreating
British Imperialism and its local stooges and hirelings.
On the other hand, other political leaders of equal calibre
and courage, saw in the new Constitution another demons-
tration of the skill with which British Colonialists had
fooled generations of the victims of their exploitation, and
denounced the three English officials, namely the Chief
Secretary, the Financial Secretary, and the Legal Secretary
sitting as Ministers in the new State Council elected by
an adult franchise, as a grim joke practised upon the
people of this country. “Three policemen in plain clothes™
shouted E. W. Perera, while the triumvirate of the Ceylon
National Congress D. B. Jayatillaka, D. S. Senanayake
and W. A. de Silva gleefully tramped the length and breadth
of the country proclaiming a bloodless victory over the
alien rulers in which “Seven-tenths” of Freedom had been
won !
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What was the truth behind these conflicting claims which
were being made by stalwart national leaders who only
a few years before had been standing shoulder to shoulder
in their common and uncompromising denunciation of
British Colonial oppression and exploitation?  Time
alone would reveal the secret which for the moment lay
carefully concealed beneath the sugar coated pill which
the British Imperialists had put before the nation. Had
the ruthless oppressors of yesterday suddenly softened
in their attitude towards the colonial people and having
donned the mask of penitence and contrition were now
appearing before them in sack cloth and ashes, holding
out the olive branch of peaceful cooperation and coexistence
towards their “subject races”? Or was this simply another
Trojan Horse, an apple of discord, a spanner in the works
thrown into the machinery of political change and orderly
progress, the true character of which would be revealed
only as the years passed.

The Executive Committee System was the newly forged
weapon with which a penitent British people sought to
undo the neglect devastation, and oppression of more
than a century, and bring about rapid social economic
reforms.

It was, indeed, a piece of unusual good fortune for the
country that just at this juncture there should have appeared
on the political horizon a politician whose high educational
attainments combined with a burning passion for social
reform gave to the legislative process a dynamism which
drove it relentlessly forward on the path “of rapid social
and economic - innovation. Sitting in the Court of
the University of Ceylon as one of the five
nominated representatives of the State Council, he startled
that conservative and almost reactionary body of educa-
tionists, living their comfortable lives of voluntary and
self imposed isolation from the cultural and social life of
the mass of the population, by expounding an educational
philosophy of which they had never heard or even dreamed,
when he declared: I look forward to the day when in
this country there will be a University in every village.”
And no one was more stunned by the words than the
British Imperialist who sat inthe Vice-Chancellor’s chair
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and who once before had experienced the unflinching
courage and energy with which Mr. Ratnayake pursued
his ideals to their practical conclusion, when Sir Ivor
Jennings had walked out of the meeting of the Special
Committee on Education in silent protest against its
adoption of the principle of “Free Education from the
Kindergarten to the University” on Ratnayake’s urging !
In the short period of barely six months in which he had
the opportunity of occupying the Ministerial Chair he
fired the imagination of the whole country by a mass
drive for adult literacy with the slogan of ‘“‘each one teach
one.” Again when the Samajist leaders had been
placed under detention during the War, it was once again
Mr. Ratnayake who on three separate occasions moved
in the State Council the resolution urging their release,
even though he greatly differed from them on some of the
fundamental political issues.

The years immediately following the great depression of
1930 down to the outbreak of the Second World War
in September 1939 were critical years throughout the World.
The Locarno Pact of 1925 and the establishment of the
League of Nations had brought about a temporary respite
in the deteriorating economic situation in the West, the
seeds of which had been sown as early as the closing years
of the 19th century when the sharpening economic rivalries
among the European nations had intensified the search
for new markets and spheres of influence in the colonies.
The partition of Africa in 1890 had temporarily staved
off the impending catastrophe of a World War
of unprecedented proportions which, when it at length
broke out in 1914, engulfed the nations of East and West
and reduced to a smables the entire continent of Europe
in a War which it was claimed had been fought “to make
the world safe for democracy.” It was, to be sure, a
totally new world that emerged after the peace of 1918.
In Europe itself the Bolshevik Revolution and the successful
establishment of a Communist State in Russia gave rise
to new hopes of independence and liberation from the
fetters of Colonialism throughout Asia, Africa, and South
America, and initiated political movements of various
kinds designed to achieve this end. So far as the former
Imperialist countries were concerned, and particularly
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the Western alliance which had emerged victorious, the
war had been won only by calling into active partnership
and participation the people of the Colonial territories
on the promise of granting them rapid political advancement.

The failure of President Woodrow Wilson to achieve a
liberal political settlement at the Peace Conference and the
withdrawal of the United States into political isolationism,
cast a gloom over the entire Colonial world and promoted
movements for political subversion in the Colonial terri-
tories with the support and benediction of the Soviet Union,
particularly during the early phase of Trotskyist influence
over Russian policy. Hence socialist movements of radical
or moderate character began to appear throughout the
Colonial territories. In Ceylon the impact of these forces
led to the establishment of the Ceylon Labour Party under
the leadership of Mr. A. E. Goonesinghe, a school-master
in the working class area of Maradana, in Colombo.
Drawing his strength from the ranks of the harbour workers
of Colombo, who constituted the largest compact body
of workers in the country and like their comrades in ports
and harbours throughout the world, militant in their outlook
and conduct, Goonesinghe had by dint of hard work
organised them under the banner of social democracy,
pledged to win their legitimate, reasonable and still relatively
modest demands for improvement in their working con-
ditions and standard of living, by constitutional agitation
and trade union action. Looking to Fabian Socialism for
its philosophy and inspiration, it was not long before the
new movement found itself confronted by the challenge
of more radical political creeds and programmes, parti-
cularly those presented by the various Marxist inspired
movements which were beginning to take root in the
colonial territories. In Ceylon the Suriya Mal (Sun-flower)
movement which began as a broad-based protest against
the annual sale of poppies on Armistice Day, in aid of the
disabled veterans of World War I, soon developed into a
more openly political challenge to the concept of any
co-operation or rapprochement with colonialism in any
guise, open or concealed, and led to the formal inaugura-
tion of the Lanka Sama Samaja Party as the authentic local
counterpart of the Marxist and Leninist philosophy.
The outbreak in 1934 of a Malaria epidemic of a virulence
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previously unknown in the country, provided the newly
formed Sama Samaja Party with an excellent opportunity of
coming before the people as a party dedicated to the relief
and uplift of the poverty stricken masses, in contrast to
the ruling section of the Ceylon National Congress accused
of being the agent and architect of a new and unholy
alliance between Ceylonese and British capitalist interests.
Between these various acrimonious and confusing charges
and counter-charges of an endeavour to protect and per-
petuate the colonial legacy by the leaders of the Ceylon
National Congress, the now maturing politician in Rat-
nayake sought to act as a ““‘third force” urging the acceptance
on the one hand of a kind of Owenite Socialism based
upon adoption of the co-operative ideal in every sphere
and aspect of the social and economic organisation, and
on the other hand Gandhian non-violence as the instrument
of effecting the much needed social changes. A rural
society actively professing and practising the Buddhist
cultural philosophy and outlook of work, self-help, and
contentment, the essential character and ingredients of
which he liked to describe and sum up in the colourful
phrase of the ‘“Mahavelli Civilization” namely the daily
routine of village life centering around the village tank and
dagaba, was the fundamental and ever recurring theme
of his vision of the new order of society for a Ceylon
which had once more regained her lost independence.

His speeches in the State Council replete with knowledge
and understanding of the needs and problems of the peasant,
and punctuated with sparkling wit and kindly humour
as they always were, commanded the most careful study
and attention of the senior members of the House and
immediately marked him out as easily the most outstanding
of the younger recruits to the political ranks. The stamp of
the liberal education he had received and the refreshing
breadth of outlook which made him scour the world for
examples and illustrations of solutions of social problems
which had been attempted in other countries, was to be
found even in his most casual remarks and observations
and invariably raised his speeches above the level of time,
worn platitudes of merely parochial politics. Agriculture,
particularly the peasant agriculture of the up-country
areas, Education, religious, and cultural problems of every
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kind, and finally the Co-operative Movement were the
subjects nearest to his heart, and evoked an eloquence
of language and aptness of phrase which drew a full house
in the legislature whenever it was known that he was
due to speak. Here, indeed was the philosopher-politician,
whom Plato had idealised so much, a man whose nobility
of purpose and high moral stature were in inverse pro-
portion to the appearance of humility and modesty which
he so habitually and naturally wore.” Gandhian in nearly
everything he said and, did, it was characteristic of him that
he politely but firmly declined the pressing invitation
of his younger colleagues and admirers in the
legislature that he should accept the office of Minister
of Education, and preferred instead to offer his active and
loyal support and co-operation to an older and more
experienced statesman. Brimming over with ideas, it
must have been an uncommonly painful experience for
him day after day to sit in the Executive Committee of
Education listening patiently to petty details of adminis-
trative routine, when large and challenging issues of policy
about which he had thought long and intently were crying
out for attention and redress.

Throughout these years Mr. Ratnayake remained the
incessantly active exponent and propagandist of this
new socialist philosophy, criticising sharply the inefficiency,
corruption and indifference of the group in power, while
equally firmly eschewing and rejecting the Marxian philo-
sophy of social change to be effected by the ovethrow
of the State through violence and revolution. In Parliament
and outside, in the refectory and the hostel of the members
of the legislature, in the committee rooms of the State
Council and among the rural masses, almost single handed
he kept alive this message of peaceful social transformation,
until he found a new and unexpected source of strength
and support in a kindred spirit newly returned with laurels
won in the debating rooms of the Oxford University and
fired with a like reforming ardour, and a similar cultural
philosophy and outlook.

Strangely, however, the peculiar context of the local
political situation at the time of their first meeting served
to give an unexpected twist and emphasis to their socialist
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aims and outlook, and made their far sighted and warm
hearted vision of a socialist utopia appear a narrow and
parochial communalist cry. For a new leadership had
appeared among the ranks of the Tamil population which
sought to rally the minority communities of Tamils,
Muslims, Burghers and Malays into a united opposition
to the Sinhalese under the cry of “Fifty-fifty”’, or equality
of Parliamentary representation. When, therefore, the
Sinhala Maha Sabha was inaugurated with Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike as President and Mr. Ratnayake became its
Deputy President, it seemed for a moment as if these leaders
had abandoned their socialist ideals for a narrower political
goal and programme. But as subsequent events were to
prove, neither of them had in the slightest degree deviated
from their ideals or lost their ardour for social reform,
but only wished to clear the political air of certain mis-
representations and misconceptions which if allowed to
pass unchallenged would have struck at the root of any
real social reform which would be of benefit to the people
as a whole. In particular it was essential that the language
spoken by the people should be the language in which
the government was administered, if Freedom and Inde-
pendence were not to be merely an empty name.

The real test however was yet to come. Hitherto, Rat-
nayake the fearless critic of all reactionary politics, no
matter from however high or powerful a source it came,
had been able to do so largely because of the peculiar
character of the system of government introduced under
the Donoughmore Constitution. This in turn was possible
mainly because of the absence of a party system under
which legislative proposals could be made and carried
into effect only with the approval of a Cabinet of Ministers
responsible to the governing Party. The classic illustration
of this fundamental feature of government by Executive
Committee was given when the most far-reaching legislative
and executive measure of the entire Donoughmore period,
namely the adoption of “Free Education from the Kinder-
garten to the University” as a fundamental national policy
was carried into effect on virtually the sole initiative and
pressure exercised by Mr. Ratnayake first, in the Special
Committee of Education, and thereafter in the Executive
Committee of Education and the State Council, even
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though it was well known that some of the most powerful
of the Ministers were strongly opposed to it.

But this happy state of things, so far as the ordinary
members of Parliament were concerned, could not last
for ever. The limited independence which the country
enjoyed under the Donoughmore Constitution had con-
ferred an almost unlimited independence of action on the
individual members of the legislature. The establishment
of a more complete national Independence and Sovereignty
for the nation, however, was accompanied by the virtual
extinction of freedom of action for the private member
of Parliament.

Fortunately, however, the major work of Mr. Ratnayake
in propagating widely within the Parliament and the
country at large the ideals of the Welfare State at its boldest
and best, had been completed by the time that extensive
political reforms came to be mooted. Free Education,
village expansion, and the establishment of peasant colonies,
rapid expansion of the Co-operative Department into
the fields of Agriculture, Banking, Rural Credit, giving a
rightful place to the Sinhala language and Buddhists, and so
forth, expansion of the health services - all these features
of a government policy constituting the clear outlines of
a socialist programme had been effectively settled when
the time had arrived for the replacement of the Executive
Committee System of Government by a Parliamentary
System based on the existence of Political Parties pledged
to declared policies.

The immediate problem was how to weld this amorphous
body of individual political leaders all proclaiming their
separate variety of prescriptions for the health of the body
politic into a limited number of sizeable parties. So far
as the Marxist members were concerned they were already
organised in disciplined parties and allied with other
groups, such as the Ceylon Indian Congress members,
to constitute a ready made opposition. If the parties of
the right had similarly decided to form a loosely knit
alliance, the Sinhala Maha Sabha, along with the other
groups professing somewhat similar political beliefs within
a broadly common credo, might still have survived and
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permitted its leaders a greater latitude of action. This,
however, was not to be. The curiously accidental circums-
tance which tipped the scales was that in a mood of excessive
political generosity, the Ceylon National Congress under
pressure of some of its more youthful and radically inclined
members, had admitted into its ranks, certain leaders of
the Ceylon Communist Party, including its General
Secretary Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe. The Congress,
had, however, been reckoning without its host, for the
event proved to be too bitter a pill for the leader of the
National Congress, Mr. D. S. Senanayake, to swallow.
The prompt resignation of D. S. Senanayake from the
Congress brought that organisation to an unceremonious
and abrupt end on the eve of the new Constitutional
reforms. When Mr. Dudley Senanayake and Mr. A. F.
Molamure immediately set to work to repair the damage
thus caused to the prestige and reputation of the Congress
and to gather up the broken fragments of the defunct
institution they decided to amalgamate all similarly
disposed political groups into a single organisation. Faced
with this decision the leaders of the Sinhala Maha Sabha
whose emphasis on a peaceful and constitutional transition
to Socialism prevented their allying with the Marxist
parties of the left, were forced to throw in their lot with
the newly formed United National Party, for elections
thereafter would be fought on Party lines and the inde-
pendent member, however popular or esteemed would
have little chance of survival.

So far as Mr. Ratnayake was concerned the major
part of his life’s political work had already been completed
during the Donoughmore era. It remained now mainly
to gather in the harvest which he had been so assiduously
sowing and this he proceeded to do with a characteristic
tenacity and efficiency, armed as he now was with the
weapons and authority of the Ministerial offices he was
thereafter to occupy. The rebuilding of the Dalada
Maligawa, and the inauguration of the Sinhala and Buddhist
Encyclopaedias as part of the Buddha Jayanthi Celebrations
and the organisation of the Mahatma Gandhi Centenary
Celebrations, and the dissemination of Gandhis political
ideal were among his contributions to the cultural advance-
ment of the nation which had been so sorely neglected
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during the colonial past. The complete translation of the
Pali Tripitaka into Sinhalese an event unprecedented in the
annals of history was a contribution to Buddhism and the
Sinhala language which could only have come from
one to whom religion was the primary urge and
interest in life.

Worn out by a lifetime of unrelenting political activity
inspired by the single aim of lightening the burdens and
softening the rigours of the peasant’s lot in particular,
it was only fitting that he should have been spared the
disagreeable task of contesting once more what he had
proved beyond all doubt could not be contested, namely
the right to act as the duly accredited representative,
spokesman and champion, above all, of the Dumbara
peasant so near and dear to his heart. Accordingly he
was invited by his party, with the universal acclaim of
the nation, to grace the Presidential Chair of the Senate,
which he discharged in two full terms of office with a dignity,
grace and eclat, of which he alone was capable. Greatness
and distinction sat so lightly and gracefully on his literally
broad shoulders, that the chores of Presidential office,
principally that of restraining over-enthusiastic or over-
excited Senators in the heat of debate hardly ever needed
recourse to the formal and external weapons of authority
with which the chair is conventionally vested. A gentle
reprimand, delivered with the most kindly and charming
of smiles was sufficient to bring to heel even the most
recalcitrant of debaters.

So far as he himself is concerned, the long and arduous
career of political dedication is in a formal and superficial
sense ended. The ideal which he longed and laboured to
see established in his country, namely the Utopia of a
happy and contented peasant community living a life not
only of righteousness and piety, but of hard and
unremitting toil freely and cheerfully rendered, remained,
as it necessarily had to be, an unfulfilled aspiration. As
with all idealists that vision was too large and lofty to be
capable of complete, or near complete, realisation. But
the seed that he had sown, above all his success in achieving
for his people what no country anywhere in the world
had hitherto dared to contemplate as a practical political
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goal, namely free education for all its citizens, male and
female from infancy to adult manhood or womanhood
and beyond, will remain to fructify and confer its
blessings in the future even beyond the shores of our land,
and to hail its author and architect asnot only a national
political leader, but an idealist and statesman who, from
the little niche of his Dumbara home, by his sheer nobility
of will and tenacity of purpose, has carried the message
of unbounded learning and Buddha’s maitriya to the
ends of the earth. But the idealist in Ratnayake, the
statesman and builder of Utopias will remain, imbued,
with the divine discontent of wishing he had achieved
still more, while one could hear the wailing of the Dumbara
peasant, echoing like words uttered by their brethren
elsewhere .

“O Huskisson, O Huskisson

O Huskisson in vain our friend !

Why hast thou left thy work undone,
Of good begun is this the end?

Thou shouldst have lived if they remain
Who harried us and hated thee?

O Huskisson in vain our friend,

Where now are Hope and Liberty?

Happily Senator Ratnayake is not only still with us,
but as alert and mentally active as he was in his more
youthful days. May we have the good fortune to benefit
by his magnanimity, graciousness, and wisdom for many
more years to come.



THE PEASANT’S CHAMPION FROM DUMBARA

by

T. B. M. EKANAYAKE

The simple peasant of Dumbara, happy, humorous,
ever obliging and full of the sense of duty to his less for-
tunate brothers and sisters, a pilgrim light-heartedly
carrying a pillow case slung across his back containing
the requisites necessary for a long journey, walking with
piety wending his way to distant Anuradhapura or Mahiyan-
gana on pilgrimage, or wading knee-deep in mud ploughing
his field to sow the Maha paddy crop or joining village
maidens in singing:-

R0 ewesl 910 e d® NE®
e®C eHO OB DR EDHO emE®
c®C Bewr 0 Resdr AEH NCO
BBV DB ¢S emess eDEO

whilst transplanting paddy stalks - that picture in all
its varied and manifold phases and aspects, fits exactly
and without exaggeration that magnificent of greatness

collected in the garb of child-like simplicity whom we
of a younger generation have known and adored as Senator
A. Ratnayake. Seated in the verandah of his home in
Kahalla, wearing a sarong and banian, enjoying the
company of his fellow villagers, SENATOR RATNAYAKE
depicts that typical peasant whom he represented both
in the State Council and the Parliament. He could live
among and laugh with the villagers with no reservations.

Though his public life began much earlier, it was really
m 1931 when he became a Member of the State Council,
as a representative of the villager, that he got the oppor-
tunity to focus attention of the powers that were then,
on the plight of the impoverished peasants of the Kandyan
Provinces.
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Sending of a few villagers of Dumbara to colonisation
schemes inaugurated by the late Mr. D. S. Senanayake
under the Kalawewa in the N.C.P., or the activisation of
the Minipe scheme in collaboration with the late Rambuk-
wella Dissawa did not satisfy the land hunger of the villagers
who were confined within the valleys and hemmed in
on all sides by foreign owned estates. The villagers
clamoured for land and in order to pressurise their M.S.C.,
an assortment of persons comprising the Arachi, Korale,
Lecam (Registrar) Veda (physician), Liyana (clerk) Mahatyas
and a few other leaders decided to go to Colombo and
meet Mr. Ratnayake. On the appointed day when this
group of important personalities arrived at the Fort
Railway station, Mr. Ratnayake was there to welcome
and conduct them to his lodgings in the State Council -
there was no ‘Sravasti’ hostel then and some of the outsta-
tion members were given accommodation in the State
Council itself. Those were the war days, when public
transport was not so developed as to enable a person to
go from Fort Railway Station to Galle Face on payment
of -/05 cents as bus fare, nor were taxis available; so they
marched, led by Mr. Ratnayake, in single file, carrying a
pillow case in one hand, an umbrella under the arm-pit
and towel on the shoulder, to the State Council. The
Council not being in session at the time, after their morning
breakfast the party was taken to the Chamber and Mr.
Ratnayake requested these august gentlemen to occupy
the empty seats allocating to each the seat of a Minister.
He himself took his own seat at the rear and began to
address them on landlessness of the villager and pointing
out to the occupant of late Mr. D. S. Senanayake’s seat
requested that he should meet Mr. Ratnayake’s request
for acquisition of Katugastota Estate for village expansion.
On the discovery that those gentlemen were occupying
seats of the Ministers they jumped up from their seats
and implored Mr. Ratnayake to stop his speech, apologised

to him and asked him to forget about their request for
the acquisition of land and peacefully returned to their
village. However, Mr. Ratnayake did not forget their
request; the matter was pursued and Katugastota Estate
was one of the first estates that Government acquired
for village expansion.
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As an antagonist of the feudal system of village adminis-
tration he actively supported Sir Baron Jayatilleke in
reforming the Headman system and replacing Chief
Headman with Divisional Revenue Officers. In the scheme
of recruitment of D.R.O.’s it was on his insistence that
selection on a regional basis was introduced, a device
which enabled the educated sons of peasants to participate
in the administration of the village.

As Minister in charge of the Co-operative Department
in Mr. D. S. Senanayake’s Cabinet of the first Parliament,
Senator Ratnayake began preaching the Co-operative
Dhamma throughout the length and breadth of the country
in the same manner as his Guru Anagarika Dharmapala
had sought to revive and spread the practice of the Buddhist
Dhamma. With a like zeal and fervour, he preached
the Co-operative way of economic endeavour leading to
the economic emancipation of the peasant. In as much
as Anagarika built the Maha Bodhi Society he built the
‘Apex organisation of the movement, the Co-operative
Federation, as a statutory body; like the Pirivena which
brought higher learning to the monk, he established at
Polgolla the Co-operative School to teach the co-operative
doctrine, and finally got legislation enacted to place on a
firm footing the wartime make-shift Co-operative Whole-
sale Establishment as a permanent trading organisation
to cater to the needs of the primary societies. The next
and the important phase in Mr. Ratnayake’s involvement
in affairs pertaining to the welfare of the Kandyan peasant
came with the achievement of independence in 1948 when
an opportunity presented itself for reviewing the position
of the Kandyan peasant.

In 1954 the financial position of the country was favoura-
ble for the Government to examine the proposals in detail
and take implementative action. Fortunately the task
fell on the able shoulders of Mr. Ratnayake as Home
Minister to chair a ministerial committee to formulate
action for implementing the report of the Commission.



PART 1V

Specimen Selections made from speeches and writings
of Mr. A. Ratnayake, representing a cross-section of his
varied interest and activities.
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EXTRACTS FROM SPEECHES

Extracts from the first Budget Speech made by Mr. A.
Ratnayake in the State Council in 1931.

BUDGET

I say that this Budget, the first that is being submitted to
the country’s legislature by a Board of Ministers composed
of the elected representatives of the people should have
been a great document —a document that should have gone
down to history, a document that should have heralded
the dawn of a new era. I share with honourable members
of this House the disappointment they feel.

The suggestion of the member for Horana, namely,
to reject the Budget is like the demand on the part of the
crew of a ship to sink the ship in order to get rid of the rats.
That is not the proper thing to do. If there are rats we
certainly can get rid of them without sinking the ship.

PLANNING

For instance, the Minister of Agriculture might have
drawn up a plan on the lines of a five-year plan in
order to achieve a definite object at the end of five years
with this year as the first stage of that plan. In that case
we could have all concentrated our energy, mobilized our
resources, given all the support we can to the Ministers
in order to make this country self-supporting in the matter
of food and clothes. Certainly our object in this Council
ought to be to see that every man and woman and child
is well-fed, well-clothed, well-housed, and well-educated.

RUSSIAN EXAMPLE

The Minister of Agriculture should follow efforts that
are being made in other countries. [ shall refer parti-
cularly to the efforts in this direction — by countries like
Russia. I do not think it is necessary for us to stick to
the good old traditional methods of farming and agriculture.
Russia is making wonderful contributions to the world
in the matter of schemes such as collective farming.
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UNEMPLOYMENT PROBLEM

Sir, this unemployment problem is a problem that
seems to be the ghost that is stalking this country. The
unemployment problem in Ceylon is not the same as the
unemployment problem in other countries, because in
this country we have the spectacle of vast tracts of land
lying idle on one side and a large population both in the
village and in the cities doing nothing or very little, and the
country importing over Rs. 150,000,000 worth of food
products. There is something wrong somewhere. If the
Board of Ministers —that is the Government of the coun-
try — concentrate their energy, all their efforts, and all
their resources on this problem it cannot be a very difficult
problem to solve. We have land, we have men, what
we need is the necessary organization, and with the
necessary organization I am sure we shall be able to tackle
this question of unemployment much better, with
greater care, and in a quicker time than most countries
could do. -

Unemployment has been caused to a considerable extent
by the kind of education that we give our children in this
country.

Now, Sir, I have seen, and that is my experience in
my own village, more than 75 per cent. of the villagers
do practically nothing. After the harvesting season they
do very little. There are a few people who take part in the
harvesting, the large proportion of them — those who
have gone through the process of our modern education,
are now cultivating an aversion to agriculture. This in my
opinion is certainly due to the kind of education that we
impart to the child, the kind of children we are creating
in our schools.

Last year no less than 6,500 students sat for the Cambridge
and London examinations. Now this number, Sir, will
keep on increasing. Last year no less than nine thousand
from the vernacular schools sat for the teachers’ examina-
tion. Large numbers are leaving school without any definite
object or definite purpose in life. There are 500,000 children
in our schools to-day. 500,000 more ought to be in our
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schools, who are given absolutely no education. If we
proceed with this scheme of education, ten years hence
we will have one million children shouting out and besieging
this Council Chamber and demanding the dole. The
unemployed are a burden on the community. When we
are drawing up the Budget for 1931-32 we must think of
ten years ahead.

WHAT ARE OUR AIMS OF EDUCATION?

Sir, we must ask ourselves the question, what are our
aims of education ? It is an important question which
educationists must constantly place before their mind’s
eye. The aim of education is, in my humble opinion,
to produce a socially efficient citizen. Now, who is the
socially efficient citizen? The socially efficient citizen
is — one who is not a burden on his community. Not
only should he not be a burden on his community but he
must to the best of his ability contribute something to
the happiness and upliftment of the community. If you
look at it from this point of view I ask you where the one
million children who will become adults ten years hence
without any programme in life will go to, and whether
they will become a burden on the community or not.
If they are going to be a burden on the community then
the education imparted to them is uneducational and

unscientific. Russia makes an estimate of her future needs —
how many engineers, doctors, teachers, skilled and unskilled
labourers, and so on, will be required — and she works
her educational institutions to supply that demand so
that when the children leave school they fit into some
job somewhere.

Now, Sir, if we are to reorganize our educational system,
if we are to see that this enormous store of valuable human
energy is to be diverted into the proper channels then we
must reorganize and reconstruct our educational program-
me. If this vast stream can be diverted through the proper
channels, through fertile soil and make the land disgorge
its riches, then instead of being a burden on the community,
we shall have a useful asset which would contribute towards
the upliftment and happiness of the community.
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NEGLECT OF OUR OWN LANGUAGE

Now, Sir, in order to demonstrate that, I shall point
out to you how in this country we have utterly neglected
our own languages. I can demonstrate it to you by showing
that in the University College — I am giving merely an
example — you pay your professors, lecturers and assistant
lecturers who teach English, Latin and Greek a grand
total of Rs. 84,000 as salary. In other words, for the
instruction of English, Latin and Greek we pay a sum
of Rs. 84,000 and the number of students studying those
subjects is about fifty. 1am going on the numbers presented
at the examinations so that you spend about Rs. 1,750 per
pupil on the higher learning of English, Latin and Greek.

Now look at the other picture? For 800 students studying
at the Vidyodaya College we pay Rs. 2,000 or Rs. 2.50 per
pupil. Nearly Rs. 1,750 is spent on each pupil who studies
English, Latin and Greek and Rs. 2.50 per student on those
studying Sinhalese, Pali and Sanskrit.

NEED FOR A UNIVERSITY

Another difficulty arises with regard to primary and
secondary schools. We are unable to change the curriculum
for another more important reason. We have in this
country no central institution to guide and inspire the
primary and secondary schools. It is for that reason
that educationists who were stirred by a real desire to serve
the country as long as fifty years ago, conceived the idea
of a University. We are still toying with this question
of the University.

I submit, Sir, that so long as we are compelled to sit for
foreign examinations, so long as we are compelled to follow
curricula organized by foreign institutions, curricula which
were drawn up to suit the requirements of foreign countries,
so long as this unsatisfactory state of affairs persists in
this country our primary and secondary schools must
go the wrong way. Therefore, Sir, the university is an
absolute necessity.
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As regards the question whether the establishment of a
university is absolutely essential, there can only be one
answer, in spite of protests made recently in several quarters.
The Government stands pledged to establish a university
for the whole of Ceylon as soon as conditions permit such
a course. Moreover, the establishment of such a university
is inevitable if the Island is to progress. A university gives
to education a goal to aim at whereas without a university
the total education energy is apt to dissipate itself.

TYPE OF UNIVERSITIES

A university, even from the point of view of the teaching
profession, 1s absolutely necessary if primary education
is really to be effective and have a vitality of its own. It is
by the filtration downwards of living ideas that come
from the university, that any radical improvement can be
brought about in elementary schools.

The neglect of the ablest youths in the most critical
years of their lives is, indeed, not only the most dishearten-
ing, but the most dangerous, feature of our educational
system.

If their minds are sterilized, if their intellectual growth
is starved and stunted, the nation will as surely suffer
as it will if it neglects the material resources which nature
has bestowed upon it.

The university should provide a course in Agriculture,
Rural Economy, and Forestry leading to the Pass Degree.
On general grounds it is important to associate the university
with the chief industry of the country, (which is of course
Agriculture) and to give a sound foundation of knowledge
of the subject to those who will become land owners,
managers of estates or Chief Headmen, or be in any way
connected with rural organization.

The university man can, if he will, exercise a powerful
influence in the direction of improving rural conditions.

It is their highest mission to develop in the student
that public spirit and zeal for the welfare of his fellows
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which, when he goes into the world, will impel him to a
full and active part in the life of the community in which
his lot is cast.

HEADMAN SYSTEM

I wish to submit that the Chief Headman or rather
all headmen of this country exert a large influence on
the vast majority of the people of the country and if this
influence is an influence for good then this country ought
to be very fortunate indeed, but if that influence is for bad,
then the headmen system has caused more havoc in reducing
the manhood of this country into a state of abject servi-
lity. In the case of very many that I know, the Chief
Headmen — I am addressing these words particularly
to the Leader of the House in whose department they

serve —have completely succeeded in making the men of
this country, crouching, cringing, crawling vermin.
I have known, Sir, in certain places the Chief Headmen
have actually objected to men appearing before them wearing
the coat.

I will give a sample of the utter recklessness or disregard
of the headmen for the happiness and the welfare of the
people in their districts. In a village in my constituency,
there was quite a serious outbreak of malaria and deaths
were occurring daily in this village, but nobody took any
notice of it. When I wired to the Minister of Health
he was kind enough to send the Provincial Surgeon, the
Medical Officer of Health, and various other officials
who tackled the situation effectively, so that to-day I
do not think there is any case of malaria or influenza
there. When these medical officers went through the villages
I went from house to house myself exhorting the villagers
to come and obtain medical relief, but when we asked the
headmen to request the villagers to come and obtain
medical relief, he wrote to the medical officer, “There is
no illness whatever to speak of”. Now, Sir, how long are
we going to allow these Neros tofiddle while men and
women are perishing ? In one village three deaths occured
in a day and not a headman cared to report to the Govern-
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ment Agent for medical relief. That is a scandalous state
of affairs to which I hope the Leader of the House will
address himself.

DONOUGHMORE CONSTITUTION ON TRIAL

Sir, I wish to remind them and warn them about what
the Honourable the European member representing the
Chamber of Commerce said on the Donoughmore scheme.
He said that Ceylon is on her trial. I submit that Ceylon
is not on her trial. It is British Statesmanship that is on
its trial. I submit that a great political experiment is being
tried in this country and if the surgeons who are going to
perform this operation come to the operating theatre
with the spirit of exploitation, with a mercenary spirit,
then we, the people of this country, who are the patients
will most emphatically protest. If on the other hand
they come to us with the more generous spirit of benefit-
ting humanity, then, Sir, we shall gladly and willingly
extend to them our co-operation.

I also trust that our hopes shall be their hopes and the
realization of our hopes their joy.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



LACK OF PRINCIPLE IN THE GOVERNMENT’S
INDUSTRIAL POLICY STATEMENTS

X Ao 06 The people of this country are going through a
lot of suffering owing to the state of the economy. The
problems of unemployment and high cost of living have
not been solved by the various nationalisation projects.
This country must produce or perish and to produce the
maximum it must mobilize all agencies of production.
The State, State Institutions, Co-operatives, Joint Stock
Companies and private individuals must all join in the
national effort. Government must create the optimum
conditions for maximum production. I am glad to note
the large number of Co-operative Societies that are partici-
pating in the development of new industries. Many of
them are members of this Chamber. We welcome them.

In other countries, where the philosophy of mixed
economy prevails, the Government defines with precision
the limits of the public sector. In India, for instance,
the demarcation is made in unequivocal terms by a
Parliamentary resolution. Further, there 1is a clear
enunciation of the rationale for reserving particular indus-
tries for the public sector. A reasoned exposition of the
theoretical base for determining the limits of the public
sector precedes any act of nationalisation. The public
knows precisely for achieving what ends the measure of
nationalisation is undertaken. Private enterprise can,
therefore go ahead with some degree of certainty in deve-
loping those sectors which are not reserved for the public
sector. The line of demarcation between the private
and the public sector has some meaningful purpose. For
example, basic industries, i. €., those industries on which
the growth of other industries hinges, are often specified
as the preserve of the public sector. Again it is quite common
to have industries essential for the defence of the country
reserved for the public sector. In Ceylon, on the other
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hand, it is just impossible to discover any principle as
underlying the compilation of the list of fifteen industries
mentioned by the Government as being reserved for
expansion of the public sector. No reason was ever adduced
for the simple reason that the authorities had no reason
to put forward and acted on no definable principle.

Address by
Mr. A. RATNAYAKE M.P.

Chairman, Ceylon National
Chamber of Industries.

at The Third Annual General Meeting
held on 24th April, 1964.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



SPEECH DELIVERED AT THE RAMAKRISHNA
MISSION ON THE VIVEKANANDA DAY
CELEBRATIONS

RELIGION by A. Ratnayake

I believe that though religions may differ in their
ultimate objectives- Buddhists aspire to attain Nirvana,
Hindus unite Brahma, or the Divine, Christians have
their Kingdom of Heaven, Muslims their garden of Allah-
they are all united in teaching one thing, that is, the way
gf a good life here and now whatever may happen after

eath.

Buddha said that you can live the life of Brahma what-
soever your station in life may be, rich or poor, high or
low. That is by the practice of (1) Metta (2) Muditha
(3) Karuna and (4) Upeksha. Metta is universal love,
Muditha is to rejoice in the happiness of others, Karuna
is selfless service, Upeksha is complete equanimity, that
is, in times of victory or defeat, success or failure, praise
or abuse, pain or pleasure, react to them all alike.

This can be achieved only by a complete realisation of
the three fundamentals: Anicca, Dukka and Anatta.

(1) Anicca — is the impermanence of everything. “The
cloud-capped towers, gorgeous palaces,
the solemn temples, the great globe
itself shall perish and leave not a rack
behind.”

(2) Dukka — everything, all phenomena, leads to
suffering.

(3) Anatta — is the delusion of self. Everything is
void of self.

This last thought demolishes the very foundations of -
self delusion and then in the absence of a self there is no
more conflict, but the ending of strife, the cessation
of all ambition. It is in that state of mind, the practice
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of Metta attains its highest fruition- Metta Sutta explains
how metta is to be practised.

(1) As a mother, at the risk of her life,
Watches over her only child,
Let him cherish an unbounded mind
For all living beings.
Let him have love for the whole world,
And develop an unbounded mind,
Above, below and all around,
Boundless heart of goodwill, free of hatred,
Standing, walking, sitting or lying,
So long as he be awake,
Let him cherish this thought,
This is called life divine, (or life supreme).

The Anguttara Nikaya refers to the benefits of Metta.

“If a man practises loving kindness (Metta) he is benefitted
in many ways thus: Happily he sleeps; happily he awakes;
he does not see bad dreams; he is dear to humans, and
non humans, gods protect him; fire, poison, sword and
stick come not near him; he concentrates his mind quickly;
the colour of his face is pleasingly bright; at the time of
death he is not bewildered; he attains the sublime state.’
Opposite of Metta is anger or hatred, envy, jealousy
and despair.

“Whatsoever of the monks, entertains, even for a
single moment, the heart-emancipating all-embracing
loving - kindness (metta) the heart-emancipating compassion
(karuna). ... the heart-emancipating Altruistic Joy (mudita)
.....the heart-emancipating Equanimity (upeksha).....
of such a monk it is said that he does not practise mental
absorption in vain, that he follows the teaching and advice
of the Master.... but what should there be said about
those who practise these exercises perseveringly ?”

This blessed State is within the reach of all; even for the
down-trodden masses, there is an infinite capacity to
become great and good. It is easier for the poor because
the vanities of some of the rich and the so-called educated
are tremendous. Materialism and all its miseries can
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never be cured by materialism. It has brought humanity
to the brink of extinction — armies when they attempt
to conquer armies only multiply weapons and make brutes
of men.

There is a spark of divinity in every one of us — even
the worst of us. Isn’t that a great thought? How then
are we to kindle it : so that the bright flame will destroy
all the (fetters) of self-delusion, ignorance, ill-will and
all the rest of it ? There is a beautiful pali stanza.

O 5Ime OB BB W8 DD 30000
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Nirodho demands a total revolution of the mind. Our
vision is clouded by all the fetters of self; my family,
my possessions, my caste, my religion, my race, my party,
my power, my prestige, my importance. These things
separate man from man. These things cause all the conflicts
of the mind — Hence man’s brutality to man, hence the
multiplication of menacing weapons, atom bombs, hydrogen
bombs, megaton bombs. Hence the rat race for power
at home and abroad, individually, nationally and
internationally. Peace is maintained through a balance of
Terrors. Fear rules the world and all men are slaves of fear,
afraid of his security, afraid of his future.

In spite of the miraculous advances made by man in
science and technology there is a wave of deterioration
catching up with us, all the time. Whether we are young
or old, rich or poor, learned or not, powerful or not,
this enormous wave of deterioration and destruction
is goin on.

What is the remedy ?

Let me quote an eminent Indian thinker who is
well-known throughout the world, who believes that only
through a complete change of heart in the individual can
then come about a change in society and so peace in the
world. He believes that this radical change can take place
not through an ideology, not through legislation, not

Fall e B o b1
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through any form of government or Constitution, but
by each of us seeing ourselves as we really are, for it is
seeing with absolute clarity that the inward revolution
takes place in your mind and you understand yourself.
“We have our thoughts,our words and actions are contra-
dictory; we are confused. There is utter despair, loneliness,
misery, confusion and worry. This terrible ambition with
all its complications — they don’t seem to end, they go
on and on”.
* * * *

“I am expressing his views adapted to my own way of
thinking, “If you seek permanent gratification, you must
understand, the thing you are seeking. When you say,
‘1 am seeking permanent happiness — God, or truth,
or what you like — must you not also understand the thing
that is searching, the searcher, the seeker? Because
there may be no such thing as permanent security, perma-
nent happiness;”

* * * *

“What you are the world is. So your problem is the
world’s problem ?”’

* % * *

Thus the transformation of the world is brought about
by the transformation of oneself, because the self is the
product and a part of the total process of human existence.
To transform oneself, self-knowledge is essential; without
knowing what you are, there is no basis for right thought,
and without knowing yourself there cannot be transfor-
mation.

The understanding of what you are, whatever it be —ugly
or beautiful, wicked or mischievous — the understanding
of what you are, without distortion, is the beginning of
virtue. Virtue is essential, for it gives freedom. It is
only in virtue that you can discover, that you can live.

If we can understand ourselves as we are from moment
to moment then we shall see how there comes a tranquility;
and only in that state of tranquility can there be Metta.
When there is love there is action. That is Karuna and 1s
that action not liberating ?

Obviously the desire to fulfil, to become something,
arises when there is awareness of being nothing. Because
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I am nothing, because I am insufficient, empty, inwardly
poor, I struggle to become something; outwardly or
inwardly I struggle to fulfil myself in a person, in a thing,
in an idea.

Through self-knowledge, through constant awareness.
you will find that strife, battle, the conflict of becoming,
leads to pain, to sorrow and ignorance. It is only if you
are aware of inward insufficiency and live with it without
escape, accepting it wholly, that you will discover an
extraordinary tranquility, a tranquility which is not put
together, made up, but a tranquility which comes with
understanding of what is. Only in that state of tranquility
is there true love.

“If you and I, as individuals, can see this whole working
of the self, then we shall know what love 1s. 1 assure
you that that is the only reformation which can possibly
change the world. Love is not of the self. Self cannot
recognise love. You say, ‘I love’; but in the very saying, it
is the very experiencing of it, love is not. But when you
know love, self is not, when there is love, self is not.

There is understanding and freedom from the self
only when I can look at it completely and integrally as a
whole; and I can do that only when I understand the
whole process of all activity born of desire”.

It is only when one has humility, not a cultivated
humility, that one is able to meet the things of life that are
so pressing, because then one is not important, one doesn’t
look through one’s own pressures and sense of importance;
one looks at the problem for itself and then one is able to
solve it. It is to be just aware, from moment to moment,
of overall thinking and feeling.

That is why a total change of heart and mind has become
imperative, with such a total change of mind, all life is
beautiful. You love all life. You serve selflessly. You
rejoice in the happiness of others. Your mind is tranquil.
It is in that state of complete tranquility of mind, there
is love and that love or Metta alone can solve all our
human problems.

May the world be ruled by free and liberated men who
will create for Humans an Empire of Love.
* * * *



State Council Hansard,
1943 - Vol. 1 - Pages 317-8

RELEASE OF DETENUS

I am very glad that a member of my Party should
introduce a motion like this. That shows how broad-
minded we are. Although we may have differences of
political views, on this issue — the issue of civil liberties
in this country — we are agreed that nothing should be
done to restrict the liberty of the individual.

As a matter of fact, the authorities in Ceylon ought to be
congratulated, or rather the people of Ceylon ought to be
congratulated, because there are no disloyal elements
in this country at all. The bitterest critics of the British
Government are the greatest supporters of the Allied war
effort. As a matter of fact, some of them are impatient
with the methods of the authorities. That is why we feel
that the detention of these political prisoners for certain
political views they held is certainly not in the best interest
of the war effort itself.

I believe, the order under which they are detained
says that they are detained in custody because they have
been concerned in acts prejudicial to public safety, or
that they are hostile. I do not think it can be said of any
member now in custody that he is hostile, that he belongs
to a hostile association. As the mover himself pointed
out, their association with Russia, for which reason
they have been detained, ought to bring them great credit;
their association with Russia has been of immense benefit
to the British Empire.

Again, they have been detained because they were
concerned in labour strikes, labour disputes. If you make
an analysis of the various labour disputes that have occurred
since 1939, the disputes of 1940, 1941 and 1942, you will
find that the strikes that did occur during these years
had nothing whatsoever to do with the war effort. The
intention of these poor labourers was not to hamper the
war effort; on the other hand, they wanted to produce
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more rubber for the war. But how were they to produce
more rubber if they were starving at that time ? The
prices of foodstuffs were rising continually, and the labour-
ers wanted to impress upon the authorities the need for a
full stomach that they ought to be well-fed in order to
work better and produce more rubber. The labourers
wanted to make a bigger contribution to the war effort.

The authorities would not listen to them: therefore
they struck work - a perfectly legitimate thing to do.

As a result of these efforts, they are now getting the
dearness allowance and other allowances which enable
them to obtain supplies of food; that makes them efficient
workers, and thereby they are making a bigger contribution
to the war effort. You will find that the Controller of
Labour, in his report on these disputes, says that every one
of these disputes was due to economic conditions.

Then, how on earth can you say that these gentlemen
who are detained have been concerned with a movement
to hinder the war effort? On the other hand, if you give a
generous interpretation to their acts, you can say that
their activities have helped the war effort and increased
war production. They ought to be given some rewards
for their efforts on behalf of the British authorities. Instead,
they are all locked up in jail and kept there, goodness

knows why. I hope, Sir, that the authorities will realize
this.

As a matter of fact, I notice that there is a change of
heart even among the detenus. 1 remember, in 1939,
when war was declared, there was a big meeting held at
Galle over which the Minister of Education presided;
and there was a huge crowd of about 10,000 people present.
I said at that meeting that in this war we had no choice
but to stand by the British Nation and I was roundly
condemned by a certain gentleman later. That gentleman,
who ultimately became a detenu changed his mind about it.
I remember seeing him in jail, and he said that he would
give an undertaking to support the war effort as he was
convinced that the British were now on the right side.
I suppose he gave an undertaking, and he has been released.
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I understand that these other gentlemen who are being
kept in jail are prepared to give similar undertakings.
If that is so, there is no earthly reason why anybody
should be kept in jail. Then in answer to any question
in the House of Commons the Secretary of State can
reply that Ceylon is 100 per cent loyal.

I hope the motion will be accepted and given effect to.
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REFLECTIONS ON THE BUDGET OF 1965

by

SENATOR A. RATNAYAKE B.A. (LOND.)
Chairman, The Ceylon National Chamber of Industries

"“The Minister of Finance should be congratulated for his
masterly, courageous, realistic and reasonably fair Budget.
In his first Budget itself he has prepared the ground and set
the tempo for economic development and progress. Perhaps,
this is the best Budget possible under existing conditions.
When the economy develops and gathers momentum,

additional measures may become necessary to accelerate
the pace of development and to redistribute the additional
national product in a more equitable manner.

It is apparent that this year’s Budget is quite different
from the Budgets presented during the last few years.
It is not a political Budget intended to win the next election.
There is no attempt to eliminate certain classes or victimise
political opponents.  Issues of a controversial nature,
likely to arouse passions, are not involved. There are no
promises of utopias which in the past led to disillusionment.
The Minister of Finance does not pretend to be a magician
who can transform our economy in a few month’s time.
He does not even claim to be an economic pundit who has
the solutions to all our economic problems. The Budget
does not seek to benefit one section of the people at the
expense of another. There are no taxes of a discriminatory
nature like the tax on houseowners. On the other hand,
the Minister has removed discriminatory taxation.

* : * *

The Budget is purely and simply a Development Budget.
It is intended to solve the problems of poverty, unemploy-
ment and high costs of living and that, with the co-operation
of the people. Its prime objective is economic development
which will benefit all sections.
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The Minister of Finance has cleared the obstacles and
prepared the way for development. His greatest achievement
is the creation of a suitable climate for saving and investment.
He has dispelled the doubts, fears and uncertainties of
Investors, both foreign and local. His promise of an
Investors’ Charter will go a long way to stimulate local
investment and to attract foreign capital. That we need
the assistance of developed countries to help us at this
juncture cannot be denied. Already, within a few days,
action is being taken to float Companies and invest million
of foreign and local capital for cultivation of subsidiary
foodstuffs, for production on a large-scale of meat,
fruits, poultry and other essentials, for the efficient trans-
port and distribution of food-stuffs and other necessities
and for the development of the tourist traffic. There is
no doubt that all these investments will bear fruit in the
immediate future. Now, it is for the people - industrialists,
workers and others — to work harder than ever before
to achieve the given economic objectives for which the
Government is giving every possible assistance. It is
only through hard, honest and sincere work in the fields
and factories, in Government offices and Mercantile
establishments and in other places of work that we can
achieve economic progress.

In the pre-war period, when the science of economics
was not advanced, the Budget was conceived as a statement
of the intended expenditure and expected revenue of the
Government. Given the Expenditure, the Budgetary
problem was to raise the revenue in an equitable manner
from the various sections of the people. Then it was appro-
priate to speak of the Budget as favouring one class or
as being unfair to another. Taxation was considered to be a
burden which should equitably be placed on those shoulders
best able to bear it.

* * *

The modern Budget is simply an instrument of fiscal
policy intended to achieve given economic objectives.
The economic objectives of maximum production, full
employment, stability of prices, equity in the distribution
of income, equilibrium in the balance of payments and
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economic development are common to all countries whether
developed or under-developed. But the importance and
priority of these objectives differ from country to country.
At the present stage of our economy, the most important
objective is development. The Minister of Finance has
correctly given top priority to development and geared
his Budget to achieve this objective.

A Budget should not be looked at from the point of
view of individual taxes or items of expenditure or policy
measures. These should not be considered separately
or in isolation. Taxation, expenditure and policies should
all be considered together in relation to the given objectives.
Further the Minister of Finance has to make a choice
between the different objectives since it is impossible to
achieve all the objectives to the desired extent at one and the
same time. For example, at the present stage of our
development it may be necessary to sacrifice a certain
amount of equity in order to achieve a more accelerated
pace of development. This is the price which we have to
pay for progress.”

PP. 159, 160

INDUSTRIAL CEYLON
Quarterly Issue June 1965
Vol. 5 No 2.

JOURNAL OF THE CEYLON
NATIONAL CHAMBER OF
INDUSTRIES.
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Hansard
1945 (Volume 1)
Pages 2799-2808.

EDUCATION: REFORM OF SYSTEM.......

The Hon. Member for Balangoda has forgotten many
things since he was last a Member of this House. Not only
has he forgotten procedure he has completely lost touch
with the various educational developments in this country
and throughout the world. If only the Hon. Member
had read the newspapers, he would have seen that in
England during the war a good many changes have taken
place. He would have realised that the good old things
we used to look up to in the past, such as the blind venera-
tion of the public school tie are now dead.

That in England, for instance, during the war people
have realised that selection to high officers from amongst
those who attended public schools alone was a great calamity
and that on the Continent, particularly in Germany,
the triumph of the Germans was due to the fact that the
Army was officered by not merely men from public schools
but by men from all classes and sections of the people.
They found how fatal it was to select for the Foreign
Office, for the Embassies, men who were educated at
Eton and Harrow alone, and they threw open those offices
high and important offices, to all classes of persons, all
sections of the community. England learned a great lesson
from the war, particularly from Russia; and although
there are people in England who still believe in the public
school tie the vast majority of them have abandoned that
idea.

I am sorry to see that the hon. Member for Balangoda,
who ought to be in touch with what is happening in the
country, said that if he had a son he would send him to
St. Thomas’ College and no other school. 1 feel sorry
that there are people in this country who still believe in
the public school tie, who still believe that Royal and
St. Thomas’ are the only schools which give a complete
education for our future leaders. It is high time that we
gave up those ideas, and it is because those ideas still
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linger in the minds of come of our leaders, front benchers,
that I intervene in this debate.

[ still feel, in view of the few way in which the resolutions
of the Hon. Minister of Education have been treated,
that if the resolutions are carried, they will be mere ex-
pressions of opinion; that it will take many, many years
for the Board of Ministers to implement them. As a
matter of fact, these resolutions have been treated in the
way that rich men treat their distant and poor relations.
For instance, the resolutions have been kept waiting for
twelve months, and it will be with tears in our eyes that
we will say good-bye to these resolutions on our Agenda.

We have become so familiar with these resolutions on
our Agenda. We do not know how many of them, if
they are accepted, will be put into effect. Many Members
on the front benches have not spoken, have not told us,
whether they propose to implement these resolutions.
That is why I feel very despondent, and that is why I feel
that I should intervene in the debate particularly after
the gloomy forecast, the picture of the future Ceylon
painted by the Hon. the Acting Financial Secretary.

I wish to tell the Hon. the Acting Financial Secretary,
that when I came here in 1931, the then Financial Secretary
made a speech exactly like the one he made yesterday.
He said that we were on the brink of babkruptcy, and
every Financial Secretary, year after year, has told us
that we were in for a terrible state of affairs in future.
If the Hon. the Acting Financial Secretary will take the
trouble to read the speeches of his predecessors, he will
see that this terrible prospect of the country being on the
verge of bankruptcy had annually been painted to us in
order to damp our enthusiasm, in order to make us feel
that we were making extravagant proposals, in order to
deny to the poor masses of this country what they were
entitled to. By these gloomy forecasts we have been
cheating the people of this country of what they were
justly entitled to. That is why I invite the Hon. the
Acting Financial Secretary, for whom we have great
admiration, to read those speeches. All these prophecies
have been found untrue. The Board of Ministers must
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make a very honest and serious effort to meet those prospects
if the future is going to be reduced. What steps are they
taking to meet such a situation ?

I was greatly interested in an article written by no less a
person than Lord Keynes, the eminent economist. There
are people who prophesy that England would be poor.
But, no; this gentleman advances the thoery that England
not only need not be poor, but is going to be rich. He
says that England is taking the necessary steps; thatfrom
the lessons learned during this war they wull be able to
divert the energies of the whole nation to the production
of those goods during peace time which will enable England
to live as comfortably as the lived the war during, and
probably better. They are taking these steps.

In India, Sir, there is a plan — the Bombay Plan,
which has been criticized — to increase the national wealth
of the country by 300 per cent. Probably you read an
article which appeared in the Daily News a week ago,
by Mr. D. N. Wadia, the late Government Mineralogist.
He wrote a brilliant article. He is one of the greatest
scientists in the East, an eminent man. He is also the
President of the Indian Science Congress. Mr. Wadia,
in referring to the potential mineral wealth of Ceylon,
says that iron ore, for instance, if found in Ceylon almost
on the surface. He had prophesied for Ceylon a great and
glorious future. He thinks that the mineral wealth of
Ceylon is almost unlimited.

Sir, what about the potential agricultural resources of
our land? Have we thought of, or are we taking even
energetic steps to see the hydro-electric scheme an accom-
plished fact in the immediate future? I would ask the
Hon. the Acting Financial Secretary to sit down with
the Board of Ministers and devise immediately ways and
means of increasing the wealth of this country by 300
per cent. within the next ten years. That will be his duty;
and to do that you will have to press into service all the
available man-power; every man, woman and child
will have to be pressed into service. Our greatest asset
must be the human asset, and we should look forward
to an increased production of wealth by making the fullest
use of every man, woman and child.
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You have only to think of the amount of idleness that
exists in this country. You have merely to go in a car and
watch and you will see that 75 per cent. Of the people
are just doing nothing. Everbody is doing nothing. We
must, therefore. simply direct that vast potential energy
that we have into fruitful sources to increase the wealth
of the nation. That is the trend of our educational policy.

When 1 read the speech made by the hon. Nominated
Member (Mr. Jayah) at a certain place, 1 was sorry to
find that he had stated that we do not propose to usher
in a Socialist State through these educational proposals.

But his whole speech yesterday gave the lie to that.
He said that he was opposing the trifurcation proposal,
because of the proposal regarding practical schools. He
condemned that proposal, and said that the practical
schools should be as important as the Central Schools.
Sir, when he said that, he indirectly referred to what the
Hon. Minister of Education can do or might do. If

only the State is prepared to guarantee to every individual
who goes through an agricultural training, a practical
school training, certain minimum conditions, minimum
requirements, say, a 10 acre block of land, a certain
amount of capital to make a start, then you can realise
what potential resources we have in this country.

One of the Secrets of Russia’s spectacular successes
during the war and during the years immediately preceding
the war was the fact that education had been brought to
the doors of every man and woman. Every student was a
research worker; and it was not aliterary education that
was imparted. Please remember that we do not propose to
make our education a literary education.

I was alarmed when the hon. Member for Moratuwa
(Mr. Thomas Amarasuriya) said that all these boys were
going to be Civil Servants, Government Agents and
Mr. Speakers. There can only be one Mr. Speaker. I do
not know whether you can have more than one at a time.
The Hon. Member for Balangoda asks, ‘“What about the
Second Chamber.”
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Two Speakers will not solve a national problem. No,
Sir. Every man and woman who goes through this educa-
tional scheme evolved by the Hon. Minister is going to
produce more wealth. That is an important thing to bear
in mind. Unless we do that, it will be very difficult, as
some hon. Member pointed out, to give free education
from the Kindergarten to the University.

Sir, it is a good thing that this debate has taken 12
months. I remember, when this report was published there
was fierce criticism that the Minister was going to rush
through these resolutions that the was not going to allow
the public even to discuss them. I am very glad that the
public have had an opportunity of fully considering and
discussing these proposals; everybody is tired of the
arguments adduced for and against the various proposals
that are before the House. Hon. Members are now, I am
sure, in a position to arrive at a decision, a more considered
decision, in regard to these proposals.

There are certain things for which, I feel, the country
is almost unanimous in its demand. I will not refer to
those matters which are not controversial. There are many
recommendations which have been accepted by everybody,
and there has been criticism with regard to them. But
the one recommendation on which there was the fiercest
storm is the recommendation regarding denominational
schools, and, I believe, even last week we received a letteer
addressed to us by the Catholic Church.

It is very unfortunate that the Hon. Minister should,
with a giant’s strength in his arm, seek to crush a fly.
We must be grateful to the missionaries for what they have
done in the past; we thank them for the services they
have rendered. But we must tell them now that the
denominational system as it stands, the private-school
system as it stands, is a great hindrance to our carrying
out fully and completely a national system of education.
Otherwise, what will happen will be that the fate of the
denominational schools will be the fate of Dunkirk and the
Channel Islands. We thank these gentlemen who have
rendered a distinguished service in the past in educating
such men as the Hon. Minister of Education, the Hon.
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Minister of Agriculture and Lands and the Hon. Minister
of Local Administration who are eminent Buddhists.
These missionary schools have rendered a great service
to the country. But, Sir, the time has come for us to
tell them that they must in the interests of the nation give
way to a national system of education, and Hon. Members
will have to decide that question.

They have all the arguments for and against those
proposals. Here is a man who is charged with the business
of carrying on education in the future; and in season
and out of season, wherever he goes, whatever audience
he addresses, whether it be a body of missionaries or
a body of Buddhists, he keeps on saying this: “I cannot
efficiently discharge my duties so long as denominational
schools exist’.. Well, Sir, he must, if he is going to continue
as Minister of Education, vote for the abolition of denomi-
national schools. That is one of the submissions  that
I wish to make with regard to these recommendations.

Then, there is another matter to which, I find, no
reference has been made and in regard to which the Hon.
Minister of Local Administration has submitted an
amendment — I am referring to the proposal to inaugurate
a movement for adult education in the country. I welcome
that amendment. I am sure the Hon. Minister and the
Executive Committee will also welcome that movement,
because today education is a subject which cannot be
confined to children of school-going age alone. We must
undertake the education of a man from the cradle to the
grave. We must educate not only those who have gone
through the schools; but the responsibility of continuing
the education from the day one leaves school, not only
that of the educated people, not only that of the semi-
educated people, but all the people, Sir, in other words,
the duty of raising the intellectual and cultural level of the
whole nation is a duty cast on the Minister of Education.
Unless that is done we, as a community, will not be able
to maintain our position in the world which is getting
smaller, and smaller. in a world where international
movements make it incumbent on us that we play an
important part in those world movements. That is why
I was very keen that not only should we educate the adults
but weshould also start what is called a “Literacy Drive.”
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The object of the literacy drive is to remove illiteracy
from this Island within the shortest possible time. I hope
hon. Members will take an active part in that movement
in their own constituencies. I do hope and sincerely trust
that the next election will do away with the coloured ballot-
box scheme; that every man and woman will who go to the
polls will be able to read and write, and put a cross in the
proper place. I trust that the appeal made by the Hon.
Minister and other Ministers, an appeal made to the whole
nation, namely, the spread of adult education, will be
taken up by hon. Members themselves, and that they
will take an interest in the complete removal of illiteracy
in their constituencies, and with what assistance the
Hon. Minister is able to give we hope we will be able, within
the next few years, to make Ceylon 100 percent literate.
Not only that - that alone will not do - we hope to give
every possible encouragement, by using various agencies,
such as the cinema, the broadcasting machinery, the public
library movement, by the establishment of reading rooms,
and even by the People’s Theatre movement - which has
been recently started in India.

The People’s Theatre movement has provoked laughter
from the hon. Member for Matale (Mr. Aluwihare). I want
to tell him what it is. It is one of the finest things. I was in
Batticaloa about a fortnight ago, and I saw about a dozen
young men staging a drama in an open air theatre. They
sing certain songs; they dance in a certain way, round
and round in a circle; then suddenly they all turn about
dance again and sing again, and when it comes to the
chorus. the whole village sings with the actors. 1 thought
it was an excellent thing.

In the Kandyan Provinces - 1 do not know whether
the hon. Member for Matale has seen it - there is a certain
play - it is not an ancient play, nor is it a modern play - in
the course of which at certain stages, not only the actors
but even the onlookers join in. They have al