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Message from the Principal

Hartley College has once again found its prestigious place in the world news,
by Saravanamuttu Mylvaganam, an exemplary past pupil, being conferred as
a Member of the British Empire, by her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. This act
of very rare and extreme honour makes every past and present pupil of Hart-
ley College to be very proud of.

‘Myla” as Saravanamuttu Mylvaganam is popularly known and addressed,
absolutely deserved to be conferred as a Member of the British Empire by all
his acts and deeds which were exclusive and outstanding.

Right throughout his life, from his tender age to adulthood, he had excelled in
his studies, sports-especially in “cricket”, public relations etc. Being a pio-
neer, his endeavours in promoting cricket amongst the youngsters in London
proved to be a great success and was commended by all.

He has been a loving husband to his wife, an affectionate father to his chil-
dren and a good citizen to his motherland and to his country of residence.

I wish on behalf of the Staff and Students, of Hartley College being its Princi-
pal that the services of SARAVANAMUTTU MYLVAGANAM: M.B.E should
continue for many more years to come and also for a long life to him, and to
his beloved family.

T.Muhunthan
Principal
Hartley College.
Point Pedro

Sri Lanka
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Dpartment
for Business
Innovation & Skills

Myla was awarded the MBE partly for his community work and his commit-
ment to the Civil Service

and in particular to BIS — Department of Business, Innovation and Skills - for-
merly the Dti.

Myla joined the Department of Trade and Industry in 1974 providing support
to British Leyland Motor Company office. He later moved to the statistical
and analysis division working as a programmer supporting the trade statistics
area. This was the start of his commitment to information technology in the
civil service.

He was part of a small team that developed a network of computers called
the Economic System Network (ES), allowing over 50 analysts to share and
process data much quicker.

In 1990 he developed a new network, called Strategic Unit Network
(SUNET), for DTl analysts which will be decommissioned this summer 2016.
The system has outlived two corporate |T systems.

He would often work out of hours, maintaining and improving the system.
Showing his typical 150% commitment to the activities he undertakes.

The users respected Myla not just for his work but his cheery and positive
outlook. People still talk about his work and the level of service he used to
provide.

His team members remember for him for his high level of professionalism
and his generosity when it came to the matter of cakes — the tea table was
never empty and nor was our stomachs. There are many stories we could
tell you but his wife is here!

Myla is part a generation of civil servant who are now are a rarity, long serv-
ing, dedicated and unfailing.
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Man of Action

Saravanamuttu Mylvaganam M.B.E

Malaysian born Saravanamuttu Mylvaganam, returned to Sri Lanka in his early
childhood along with his parents, sisters and brother and lived at Atchuvelly a
well-known agricultural centre in the Jaffna District. He had his education at Har-
tely college Point Pedro and stayed in the hostel throughout his secondary edu-
cation. He was a popular student in school as well as in the hostel. He was a
very smart and handsome boy in the sixties and always did things with smiling
face. He took things very seriously and | always saw him working hard in the af-
ternoon with many exercises to build up his physique to participate in sports ac-
tivities. He was a very popular personality in to 60s’ but couldn't catch a girl-
friend probably because of the strict discipline enforced in and outside the
school by our most respected late principal Mr. Pooranampillai. The same plight
to all of us in that era.

Mylvaganam - ‘Myla’ as all of us affectionately call him remains a unique per-
sonality to date. He excelled as an outstanding sportsman and leader and
walked the corridors of power in several capacities — particularly at work as a
strategic unit Network manager, for the Department of Business innovation and
skills and his versatile approaches and his services to the Tamil community in
the UK and in Sri Lanka. Pride is alien to his noble nature.

Though he migrated to London in his early 20s’ (1960s’) he has always ensured
that sports and social service will go hand in hand which is a vital aspect for a
successful career. He is so disciplined that he kept his focus in both and re-
mains a “Star” and as a well-known cricket coach in UK.

He regularly attended practise and physical training on time and adhered to the
instructions of the coaches or trainers with acceptance and respect. In batting
there was no shot that he couldn’t play. He was a very good opening batsman
and one of the best Hartley college has ever produced in cricket. A very slow
starter, but with perfect techniques to play cricket all round with many strokes.
His style of batting and smile is still in my sub- census memory.

His wall like solidarity in defence and skilful manipulation made all of us see the
ball screening to the fence, his exquisite batting his timing and getting in line
with the ball rewarded him with many resolute innings. To quote one match. ...

A glorious win for Hartley College (Daily News March 6" 1965)
Nadarajasundaram & Mylvaganam unbroken partnership of 183 runs Ma-
hajana college, Tellippalai Who had bagged four consecutive wins for the sea-
son suffered her first setback when Hartley with renewed vigour and enterprise
in the second outing outclassed their opponents by eight wickets. Mahajana tak-
ing first lease of the wicket were bundled out for 88.Hartley in reply were in very
bad plight when they had lost their first six wickets cheaply for 40.
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But a determined knock of 40 by skipper Nadarajasundaram saw them soon top
Mahajana’s score to collect 102. Mahajana in their second essay appeared to
play serious cricket and hit up a very decent 201 Sathiyanathan 55 and Kaila-
saratnam 30, were the main contributors. Set to make 187 for an outright win,
Hartley lost her twin wickets for a paltry 6.

But thereafter when skipper Nadarajasundaram joined Mylvaganam the entire
complexion of the game was changed. They set about the task in cavalier fash-
ion chashing and hammering the ball to all corners of the field. The Mahajanas’
tried every trick to dislodge this gallant pair, but failed, for they soon were seen
in a brilliant unbeaten third wicket partnership 183 runs to effect glorious
win, Nadarajasundaram was unbeaten with a hectic 122 his third century
in school cricket this season and Mylvaganam being 53 not out.

It must be remembered that shortly after joining Hartley, Myla lost his father and
so it was his beloved mather who raised him, supported him and nurtured his
sporting ability. This coupled with love and support of his wife Devi and children
have helped shape the man we see before us today. | wish to place them in re-
cords for his achievements.

| wish him good luck for many more achievements in the years to come.

Well done Myla.

Prof.M.Nadarajasundaram.
Chairman,

Ramanthan Academy of Fine Arts,
University of Jaffna.
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Institute of Tamil Culture
BN BEOTFTIES BIPBHID

ITC Tamil Centre, 20 Beechcroft Avenue, New Malden, Surrey, KT33EG  Company Reg .No.: 4217416

Myla - A Loyal and Dedicated Member

It is with great pleasure that we send a message of good wishes on the felicita-
tion dinner to honour Mr. Saravanamuttu Mylvaganam on receiving the prestig-
lous award of Member of the order of British Empire from Her Majesty, the
Queen in recognition for many years of public and community service. Kingston
Tamil School is proud to be part of the organising committee to honour
Mr.Mylvaganam, Myla as he is popularly known.

Institute of Tamil Culture is celebrating its' 30" anniversary this year and
Mr.Mylvaganam and his family have been very much part of this history of the
organisation. Having joined in the early years, they have contributed significantly
to the growth and development of the organisation. The key to the success of an
organisation is the commitment, dedication and the loyalty of its members. Myla
and Devi are seen as positive role models of these characteristics. There is a
saying that there is a woman behind every man’s success and it is very true with
Myla and Devi as they support each other in their service to the community.

Having been a famous cricketer in Sri Lanka during his school days and later
playing competitive club cricket in England, Myla wanted to pass on his skills
and experience to the next generation. He played a key role in setting up our
‘KITC youth sports club’ to engage and involve young people in sports activities.
He encouraged participation, healthy competition, team work and discipline
among youngsters. Myla was instrumental in setting up two cricket teams for the
ages of under 15 & 13 and providing regular coaching sessions. As one of the
manager and a coach of the KITC cricket teams, he spent his weekends coach-
ing, taking players to the matches and ensure they return home safely. Some
players developed into good cricketers playing for their schools and were se-
lected to play for Surrey and London borough junior teams. The highlight was
the success of 'under 15 KITC team’ in the Mid Surrey League cup competi-
tion, winning the tournament in 2001 cricket season. He earned the respect
and admiration of the young people who looked up to him as a fatherly figure.
One of the young player wrote in our sports day brochure that ‘Myla uncle’ in-
stilled team spirit, sense of commitment, motivation and positive attitude which
enabled them to dig out of bad situations.

Myla also played a major role in organising KITC’s annual sports day. He is in-
volved in the preparation and in dividing the children into houses, age groups
and then the smooth running of all the track and field events on the day. He will
come early and stay till the end to ensure that event goes well as planned. Myla
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He is not shy to dirty his hands. He always stays behind to help out in cleaning
after an event. He still carries on even with a bad knee and angle against doc-
tors advice.

Myla never looked for position or status in the committee but always worked
hard as a team member with enthusiasm for the betterment of the organization.
He did not to want to be something but wanted to do something for the commu-
nity and make a difference to the quality of life of people.

Myla; We would like to take this opportunity to add our congratulations and ap-
preciation for the years of selfless service to the Institute of Tamil Culture in
particular and the community in general. You have been recognised with a well
deserved award which has made us all proud. Each and everyone is delighted
as if they got the award, We always admired your hard work, loyalty, commit-
ment and passion for the voluntary service to the community. You have been
part of the ITC family and have been through thick and thin, sharing good and
bad times. Your loyalty, support and commitment to the organisation during the
difficult times and your effort in resolving the issues are very commendable.

Thank you for your continuous unrelenting support. Our sincere thanks are also
due to Devi, Shromi and Roshni for being very supportive in Myla's endeavours.

Myla, You are a true loyal and dedicated member of ITC family.
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The Life of a Sports lover
and a Champion of the Tamil Community

Saravanamuttu Mylvaganam, MBE

Mr. Saravanamuttu MYLVAGANAM, fondly known as Myla to his friends and
the wider Tamil Community in this country (UK) was recognised in the last New
Year Honours list by the Queen for his achievement in public service and ser-
vices to the Tamil Community in the UK and in Sri Lanka. He was awarded the
title MBE (Member of the Order of the British Empire)

Born in Malaysia, to Ceylon Tamil parents, originally from the native village
of Pathamany, Atchuvely, in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka), Myla had his primary
education in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and moved to Ceylon at the formative
age of 6, when his parents decided to return to live in Ceylon after his father
retired as the Chief Accountant with the then (British) Malaysian Railways.
On arrival in Ceylon, Myla continued with his studies, at Atchuvely St
Theresa's Convent School and then Atchuvely Christian College, before
moving on to Hartley College, Point Pedro. During his study at Hartley Col-
lege from 1960 to 1965, he was boarded at the college hostel

Right from his early years, Myla demonstrated an affinity to athletics and it was
at Hartley College his excellence in sports came to prominence. He was a good
sprinter, who won the championship of the 110 yards (100m) sprinting event for
3 consecutive years. At school he rose up progressively as a good player
through the three elevens (3™, 2" and 1%) of both the Football and the Cricket
Teams playing against the Regional Schools at inter-school events. He also
played for the Jaffna Combined School Cricket XI for 2 years. During this time
he also held the position of Athletic Captain of Abraham House. Myla’s fame as
a cricketer at Hartley was always intertwined with the success of an all-time
Cricket legend of Hartley and now an academic — Professor Nadarajasundaram
(Nada). There are many memorable anecdotes that exist even to this day, link-
ing the two as great partners in Cricket at Hartley. In Nada’s own words “Myla
was a born cricketer who would very stylishly block every difficult ball and an-
chor him to his end of the pitch, whilst | will attack every ball and score high. We
were a great partnership in Cricket” Below is one of those memorable partner-
ships narrated by a mutual friend and a fellow Hartleyite — S. Surendranathan :-

“Now | wish to tell you about an exciting cricket match Myla played. The
year was 1965.We were playing Mahajana at their home grounds. It was
Lunch on the second day.We were 2 wickets down for 6 runs. Defeat was
staring at our faces. We had to score another 181 runs for victory. Vinay-
agamoorthy was bowling at a hostile pace and unplayable. In the first in-
nings Vinayagamoorthy had helped his team to skittle Hartley for 102.The
crowd started to fill the Grounds in anticipation of a Mahajana Victory, be-
fore Tea. Myla was batting from the start and Nada joined him. They had
other ideas.
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They started to build a partnership. Nada started to attack the bowling,
while Myla was anchored at the other end and helped to win the match af-
ter Tea. Nada was unbeaten on 122 & Myla was unbeaten on 53.”

Following this match, Myla left Hartley and joined Mahajana, where he spent just
under one year playing for them before joining Stafford College, Maradana in
Colombo to complete his Senior School Certificate (SSC). After completing his
SSC, Myla set his heart in establishing a carrier with the then Ceylon Royal Air-
force and it came to light that as he had a Malaysian Birth Certificate, he was
not eligible for selection. Myla believes that this was a godsend tuming point in
his life, as he first discovered his right of abode in the UK as a child born in
Malaysia to Ceylonese national working in a British Colony. Within a fortnight of
discovering this fact, helped by a family friend, Myla completed all necessary
paperwork and arrived in the UK, in September 1967

After his arrival in the UK, Myla joined the Kingston College of Further Education
to pursue a degree course in Engineering but soon realised that he could not
continue as a student without a steady income and joined the British Aerospace.
His eagerness in developing IT skills for a carrier and his continued hard work
coupled with a few changes in jobs landed him a post at the Dti (Department of
Trade and Industry) which over the years earned him the position and status he
held at retirement last year. Myla married Devi (Kokillamathy), from his native
Atchuvely in 1975 and they have two grown up daughters, Shromi and Roshini
doing well in their own lives.

Myla's commitment to work and the professionalism he demonstrated at work
are summarised below, in his own words, by Atha Elahi, a colleague of Myla at
work:-

“Myla was awarded the MBE partly for his community work and his com-
mitment to the Civil Service, and in particular to BIS — Department of Busi-
ness, Innovation and Skills - formerly the Dti. Myla joined the Department
of Trade and Industry (Dti) in 1974 providing support to British Leyland
Motor Company office. He later moved to the statistical and analysis divi-
sion working as a programmer supporting the trade statistics area. This
was the start of his commitment to information technology in the civil ser-
vice. He was part of a small team that developed a network of computers
called the Economic System Network (ES), allowing over 50 analysts to
share and process data much quicker. In 1990 he developed a new net-
work, called Strategic Unit Network (SUNET), for Dti analysts which will be
decommissioned this summer 2016.

The system has outlived two corporate IT systems. He would often work
out of hours, maintaining and improving the system. Showing his typical
150% commitment to the activities he undertakes. The users respected
Myla not just for his work but his cheery and positive outiook. People still
talk about his work and the level of service he used to provide. His team
members remember him for his high level of professionalism and his gen-
erosity when it came to the matter of cakes — the tea table was never
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empty and nor was our stomachs. There are many stories we could tell
you but his wife is herel.Myla is part of a generation of civil servants who
are now a rarity, long serving, dedicated and unfailing.”

Throughout his life, Myla has been a lover of sports and this has led him to
champion the promotion of sports among fellow Tamils at community level both
in the UK and in Sri Lanka. In the mid-80s, Myla started to get involved in the
social activities organised by the Kingston Tamil Community and took on the
challenge of introducing sports as a social event to the Kingston Tamil youths
via the Kingston Institute of Tamil Culture (KITC - Kingston Tamil School) and
the Surbiton Sports Cricket Club (SSC). SSC, founded by some of his closest
friends, has now grown to be a popular Tamil Cricket Club that plays inter-
community matches. Myla, joined by some of his likeminded friends in this coun-
try, founded the JSSA-UK (Jaffna Schools Sports Association — UK) in 1992,
which was later renamed as TSSA — UK (Tamil Schools Sports Association —
UK). Under the banner of TSSA — UK, nearly 60 Old Students Association of
their parent schools in Sri Lanka, come together on a bi-annual basis to organ-
ise sports festival, which has now become a routine social event in the life of
Tamils living in this country

In his many years of service to the Tamil Community in UK and in Sri Lanka,
Myla has held many positions at committee levels of many of the organisations
that were involved in the welfare of the Tamil people. To mention a few, he held
the positions of Secretary and Chairman respectively of SSC for a number of
years and Captained the SSC Cricket XI. He has been a committee member,
and Sports Organiser of TSSA — UK for a number of years, since it was founded
and served as its President in 2005, As president of TSSA-UK he, along with
some of his committee members, went out of the way, to travel to Sri Lanka to
organise a friendly Netball Tournament between members of TSSA-UK Team
and the various local School Teams in Sri Lanka .He also served as a commit-
tee member of the old boys association of his own school, Hartley College Past

Pupils Association — UK (HCPPA-UK) and held the position of its President in
2011..

Notwithstanding his contribution to the UK Civil Service, the Queen's award is
really a fitting tribute to Myla for his services to the Tamil Community in the UK &

in Sri Lanka and this function marks the endorsement of that award by the UK
Tamil Community

Finally, a piece of history for your record. As a native of the village of Patha-
many, in Atchuvely, Sri Lanka, Myla is only the 2nd in line to receive an award
from a British Monarch in as many as 65 years. The first one was the late Sir
Sitampalam Gardiner who was knighted by the father of the current monarch in
1951. On behalf of the natives of the village of Pathamany, Atchuvely, thanks
Myla, for putting Pathamany on the Common Wealth map again. You are their
born again hero. May you live long and serve your Community

By a Friend and a fellow Hartleyite— Varithamby Santhalingam
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Myla. *e

/A sincere friend
of Surbiton Sports Club.

Mr Saravanamuttu Mylvaganam, affectionately known as 'Myla' has been
one of the pillars of our club, Surbiton Sports Club. He has been an active
member of this club from its inception in 1985. He has played cricket

for the club for more than 15 years. Prior to this he had played for
Worcester Park Cricket Club. He was a very talented all rounder and
captained the Cricket Team for four years. Needless to say that the
Surbiton Sports Cricket team flourished during this period.

In 1985, when youngsters arrived in London fleeing from Srilanka, Myla and
a few other members of Surbiton Sports Club had helped them and worked
with them with a view to integrating them into the community. While

doing so, he was able to recruit a few cricketers to the club. These

young men not only brought in their expertise but also made good
friendships with other members which was beneficial to both parties.

In1990, Myla, supported by other football loving members of the Club,
introduced Football for the first time and organised the very first

Surbiton Sports Club Football Challenge Shield Tournament. Although our
club failed to win the cup on this occasion, they snatched it the

following year.

Myla has been instrumental in the progress of

our club. He was the Chairman of the club for four years from 2007 .
Prior to this he was a Secretary, Trustee and served as a Committee
member as well. He continues to be actively involved and the club
benefits from his constructive remarks and advice.

Myla is very passionate about Cricket and has helped in the development of
Cricket in our community. He has coached young boys regularly to give them
a solid foundation and to improve their cricket skills as well as discipline.

He has been a very good mentor and has the skill to motivate them to
remain focused. He involved their parents as well and most of these

parents became members of our club subsequently. Myla has been very
generous with his time and this has reflected in the development of

these young cricketers.
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Myla has been a good ambassador for our club. He brought in good leader-
ship with strategic vision for the club's his family. Every year, on our Beach
Trip, Myla utilised his expertise in Punch making to make a 'non alcoholic
punch' but sneaked in Vodka and Red Wine from under the table. This is
usually very popular among the members! development. Our club is now a
family orientated one offering something for everyone. He has always found
time for the club although he had been involved with several other organisa-
tions and had a full time occupation in the Civil Service.

At every event of the club, Myla would be the first one to come to the venue
and the last one to leave. He makes sure everything is in place for a suc-
cessful outcome. He is ever ready to face any challenge and willing to inter-
vene should there be any issues. He is very courteous and handles even a
very critical issue with utmost calm and resolves it successfully. He is a very
devoted member and we are grateful for his contributions to the club.

Myla has always encouraged his family to actively participate in the Club
events. Both of his daughters, Shiromi and Roshini, have played Netball and
Badminton for our club. Both of them had been Netball Captains of their
teams. Myla's wife, Devi has been the Netball manager and held various
positions in the Club's committee. At present Devi is our Assistant
Secretary.

We are delighted that Myla has been recognised in the New Year's Honours
list and been awarded an MBE. This is a very well deserved award for Myla
and we are proud of his accomplishments. Our warmest congratulations to
you, Myla. We would like to extend our congratulations and best wishes to
Devi who has supported Myla wholeheartedly in all his endeavours. We
would like to take this opportunity to thank Myla for his dedication and contri-
bution to the community. We wish him success in all his future endeavours.

Dr T Nathan
Surbiton Sports Club
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Proud for the Community
Saravanamuttu Mylvaganam — MBE

Our Community feels honoured that one of our eldest son's commitment and
hard work towards the community’s betterment is recognised by her Majesty.
It is a jubilant time for the Tamil Schools Sports Association (TSSA), Surbiton
Sports Club, Kingston Institute of Tamil Culture (KITC), and the whole Sri
Lankan community.

Myla is from a town called Jaffna, north of Sri Lanka, and studied in the re-
nowned school of Hartley College. His career began in the 1960’s when he
was selected to participate in district matches competing against teams from
all schools in Northern Sri Lanka and with various selected teams visiting
from India.

As a talented and stylish batsman at Hartley College, he always opened the
batting line for the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Cricket teams at his college. Represent-
ing Jaffna Schools Selected Cricket Teams he played and performed excel-
lently against the Indian School Team in 1964. In addition, he obtained nu-
merous honours when he played for the 1st, 2nd & 3rd Eleven Football
teams for his college. From an early age he became a respected, well known
and well loved sport personality during his time at his college and in Jaffna.

After declining recruitment for the Ceylon Army, he travelled to England to

continue with education, qualifying as a Network System Administrator for
the DTI (Department of Trade and Industry), which has been his occupation
for the last 40 years. Never the less he maintained his strong aptitude for cict
by playing for the DTI's Cricket Team in London.

While enjoying playing cricket he embarked on finding friends with a similar
interest of establishing sporting organisations in the UK to train and organise
sporting events to provide opportunity for young children to excel in their
sporting abilities.

He established a coaching programme at a community school in New Mal-
den in the name of KITC - Kingston Institute of Tamil Culture and entered the
cricket team at the local league. He was inspirational and many trained by
him became fine cricketers at their respective local schools in the Royal Bor-
ough of Kingston.Surbiton Sports Club was founded in 1985 with his cricket-
ing friends in which he played for over 15 years for the club & became Presi-
dent in 2012 when the club celebrated it's first Jubilee. He currently plans
and trains youths at the nets both winter and summer, manages the players
and the club has won many prizes and made it to the top of the local league
for many years.
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His own back garden became a training pitch to train young children during
weekdays and evenings.

Tamil School Sports Association (UK) - TSSA (UK) was founded in 1992 by
Myla along with 11 others to organise One day, 7-A-Side Football Tourna-
ments in May and Cricket and Netball Tournaments in August every year for
young children of various age groups from under 14 to adults in the Commu-
nity. Every year over 2000 children taking part in varies

sporting activities in TSSA events. TSSA is celebrating its first Jubilee this
year (2016). He was elected as President for the TSSA (UK) in 2005 & 2006.
He has always been a strong pillar for the organisation throughout its pro-
gress over its 25 years of activity.

Further more, Myla enrolled as president of Hartley College Past Student As-
sociation in the (UK) in 2009 and organised sporting and cultural events
which generated mass funding to help the sporting activities for the young
children in Sri Lanka.

Saravanamuttu Mylvaganam has tirelessly worked hard for the majority of
his life to bring about thriving organisations in order to give young ones and
older ones alike the opportunity to partake in sports and community activities
and enhance their potential talents. It is no wonder that his charitable works
has been rightly recognised and credited, a privilege which he surely de-
serves. He is an outstanding example and continuous inspiration to all who
provide services willingly without anticipating something in return. Myla, we
are proud of you...

S. Joypooranachandren.
President
Tamil Schools Sports Association (UK)
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One Amazing Dad, from Two Proud Daughters

Our dad has always been someone with an incredible passion for sport and in
particular — for his beloved cricket. If he wasn't talking about it then he was
watching it, playing it, or founding a sports club that would promote it!

We learnt from a very young age that sport would play a significant role in our
lives and we have often joked that dad had always been slightly disappointed to
have two daughters instead of two sons! | suspect that is why he dedicated
hours at the weekends teaching us how to bowl, bat and catch. This discipline
almost certainly hailed from Appappa, Appamma and the time he spent at Hart-
ley College - something he was keen to instil in us. His perseverance in the gar-
den paid off and we went on to play competitive sports ranging from netball to
badminton and table tennis both in an outside of school. It was very rare for dad
to miss any of our important matches and he would always be on the sidelines
willing us to do better, to train harder and to lose gracefully. We have no doubt
that he will do the same for his grandchildren Rian and Kyla and he has already
spoken of how he will coach Rian (now 4 years old) next year. With dad by his
side, we expect great things from him!

Sportsmanship is something that is very important to dad and he has often spo-
ken to us about what can be learnt from people by their character on the pitch,
court or at the crease. Watching dad play sport has always been enjoyable be-
cause he is so incredibly animated. He is as hard on himself as he is his team
mates and is incredibly passionate about every aspect of his game. A strong
team player with a booming voice - he is certainly someone that you wouldn’t
miss, and we think this is probably a fair reflection of who he is in person.

Dad's passion and desire to help others is something that can be seen through
his involvement with a number of organisations — many of whom were responsi-
ble for putting this evening together. He is an individual that will never refuse a
friend and this inability to say no has kept him incredibly busy over the years.
Amma often recounts the story of how dad was at a meeting when she was go-
ing into labour — a sign of his total dedication to the organisations he has worked
with and a personality trait that even she wouldn't change!

We have spoken to many people who have worked with dad professionally, per-
sonally or played sport with him and we have been humbled by the stories we
have heard. There have been new tales of closely fought cricket matches, re-
cords set in athletics and even stories of community work dad undertook before
we were born. | don't think either of us were fully aware of the magnitude of
work he has done for the Tamil community here and in Sri Lanka and we are
incredibly proud of him.
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Dad will of course attempt to skirt over his achievements and his modest tem-
perament is something that makes him so deserving of this award. However, I'm
sure he would want us to acknowledge that this honour is a symbol of a wider
achievement. Something that has been earned by many individuals from nu-
merous organisations over the years. His contribution is but a drop in the ocean
in comparison and we are incredibly grateful for the support he has been given
in all of his endeavours.

Dad has taught us many things, but above all, he has maintained that teamwork
is the key to succeeding in any venture. We would like to congratulate him on
his award and thank him from the bottom of our hearts for everything he has
taught us.

Shromi & Roshini

17

Digitizad by NMNaglaham-EFoundatien-

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Life & Achievements of ‘Myla

In Sri Lanka, 80 % of population speaks Sinhalese language and most of
them are Buddhist living all over Sri Lanka except North and East of the
county. Less than 20% of the population speaks Tamil language and are
Hindus and lives in the Northern and Eastern part of Sri Lanka. Myla is from
Jaffna and studied in one of the famous school - Hartley College. In 1960's
the sportsmen are selected from all the schools in the Northern part of Sri
Lanka to have for combined Jaffna School Cricket and Foot Ball teams to go
and play Inter district matches with other Combined School teams from other
areas in Sri Lanka in addition they play Combined School teams visit from
India.

As a talented and stylish batsman at Hartley College he always open the bat-
ting for the 1st, 2nd, 3rd Cricket teams at his college.

Represented Jaffna Schools Selected Cricket Team and played and per-
formed well against Indian School Team in 1964,

Played and obtained honours when he played for 1st, 2nd & 3rd Eleven Foot
ball teams for his college.

He represented Hartley College to compete Athletic meets between Schools
at the Inter School Athletic Meets and won many prizes. He was respected,
well known and well loved sport personality during his time at his college and
in Jaffna.

Selected for Ceylon Army due to Sporting Talents but declined it and went to
England to continue his education.

Qualified in the UK and working as Net work System Administrator for the
last 40 years for DTI - Department of Trade and Industry and played for their
Cricket Team in London.

His talent, experience and coaching skills together with his urge to train
cricket made him to involve in many sporting organisations to help, train and
organise sporting events in the UK. While enjoying playing cricket he em-
barked on finding friends with similar interest to establish sporting organisa-
tions in the UK to train and organise sporting events to provide stage young
children.

He established a cricket coaching programme at a community school at New

Malden in the name of KITC - Kingston Institute of Tamil Culture and entered

the cricket team at the local league. He was inspirational and due to his

cricket coaching, many trained by him became good cricketers at their re-

spective local schools in the Royal Borough of Kingston. He always believes
18
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that boys need to start learning cricket when they are 7 to 8 years old and
encourage and coach them regularly. He get satisfaction in training cricket
and take them to the matches during the week ends in his car.

Founded Surbiton Sports Club in 1985 with his Cricketing friends and played
for over 15 years for the club & was President in 2012 when club celebrated
it's Jubilee. He plans and trains at the nets during winter and during summer
manage the players and made the club won many prizes and made the at
the top of the local league for many years. His back garden at home become
a training cricket pitch to train young children during week day evenings.
There were always a waiting list to join his cricket coaching programme.

He coaches cricket for children from age 8 to 17 in and around Surrey - New

Malden, Tolworth, Surbiton ( using Surbiton Sports Club and KITC - Kingston
Institute of Tamil Culture )

Founded Tamil School Sports Association (UK) - TSSA (UK) in 1992 with his
cricketing friends to organise One day, 7-A-Side Foot Ball Festival in May
and Cricket and net Ball Festival in August every year to give a stage to
young children for various age groups from under 14 to adults in the Com-
munity and become the President for TSSA (UK) in 2005 & 2006

President of Hartley College Past Student Association in the (UK) in 2009
and organise sporting and cultural events which generate fund to help the
sporting activities for the school children in Sri Lanka.

He also help in umpiring cricket matches and organise and manage cricket
and other sporting festivals/events as a volunteer all over London with many
differing sporting organisations.

A Thiruketheeswaran
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— Lately Strategic Unit Network Manager, Department of Business, Innovation and
Skills. For Public Services and Services to the Tamil Community in the UK and Sri
Lanka” st @8I Ul Beengl.
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