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Message from the Chief Guest

Dr (Mrs) Kamala Jayaratnam

| have great pleasure in participating in this inaugural occasion to raise
funds for my home village Kollankaladdy, Jaffna, Sri Lanka.

Kollankaladdy is a village closer to Keerimalai and Maaviddapuram, the two
famous places in Jaffna Peninsula. Our village is strongly affiliated with
MahajanaCollege.

The primary school in Kolankaladdy has provided a strong platform for education whilst
imparting a solid religious foundation. The proximity of the Pillaiyar Temple and the religious
influence of Sittampalam Master, the school founder's son and our family friend, greatly
contributed towards its development. All my six younger siblings benefited immensely from
the primary education they received at this school. Most people from Kolankaladdy have
continued on to their secondary education in the nearby Mahajana College. | am proud to
share that our village has produced many successful professionals both at home in Sri Lanka
and abroad.

The Annual festivals were always conducted beautifully in the temple by our priests and | am
sure that the UK Kolankaladdy Makkal Onriyam, along with their counterparts in
Kollankaladdy, will strive to return the school and the temple to their former high standard.
With the advent of the civil war, Kolankaladdy was very much affected for many years. During
this period people were displaced from their homes and had to face hardships moving
elsewhere. Their homes, the school and the temple were all destroyed and the ruins remain
neglected.

The war ended in 2009 and a year later people began to return to their homes. | understand
that just over 100 families have moved so far but the facilities remain very poor. They are in
great need of our financial support. Contributions would be used for refurbishment of the
temple, the school and the improvement of local facilities. The lady teacher presently
providing a nursery class in this derelict environment deserves our praise. | hope that
Onriyam will be able to restore the place of worship, the school and the glory of the
community life to the level that we experienced in the pre-war years and thus make us all
proud.

| have not seen my home village since 1978. | attempted to visit my home in 2005 but was
refused entry. When | visit in the very near future | hope to see these improvements in our
village.

We, who have originated from Kollankaladdy and the surrounding villages, highly appreciate
the present committee coming forward to redevelop the community, especially the school and
temple, the lifeline for the people in this area.

| feel greatly honoured to be invited to take part in this occasion. | would like to see the
expatriates from our village and other well-wishers contribute to this great effort initiated by the
committee of UK Makkal Onriyam in rebuilding the village.
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Tel: 020 8633 6900 Mobile: 07908 241 721 Fax: 020 8649 9083
E mail: infonathanandco @ gmail.com
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Our Village

One of first thoughts of Kollankaladdy is the abundance of mango trees and betel
leaves which grow around this tranquil and friendly village. Its inhabitants are a tight knit
community. Kollankaladdy is an ancient village in the northern part of the Jaffna district of
Sri Lanka. In the centre of the village is Mavai Kollankaladdy Veerakathy Vinayagar
temple, around which the village is situated. Mavai Kanthan and Keerimalai
Naguleswaran temples are situated to the north and west of the village respectively.

The village has a rich religious history. Chola Queen Maruthapuraveeragavalli had
a bath in Keerimalai Tank and built Maviddapuram kandasamy temple to cure her
disease and horse face. Her face looked like normal human face to others but not to her.
After worship in the temple her disease was cured but she continued to feel that she had
a horse face. She felt this was due to not building a temple for Vinayakar. Therefore, she
built seven Vinayakar temples, the first of which was built under a banyan tree in
Kollankaladdy. She brought a statue of Vinayakar with udukku peedam from Chola Nadu
and established it under the banyan tree. This statute is still there in the moolasthanam of
the temple. Arulmihu kernikarai Vinayagar is such an ancient , important and popular
temple. Furthermore, there are also two nearby Vairavar temples namely Kilanai Vairavar
and Chadachappai Vairavar temples which were frequently worshipped by the villagers.

Saiva kurukkals from Vedaraniyam in Tamil Nadu used to come and stay at
Mudaliyar madam in our village . They used to officiate at marriage ceremonies and
also perform funeral rites. Among them Sangara lyer was well known.

There are three rooms attached to the Mudaliyar Madam, one of which was a
library and the other two were shops. At present Pavalam shop is still functioning .

The village has produced important members of the Sri Lankan community. Mr. C
Vanniasingam , Mr. S Sivathasan , Mr S Sivamaharasa , and Mr. N Raviraj of our village
were elected as Members of Parliament and they served the people.

One of the key priorities of the village is education. Students from our village have
their primary education at Kollankaladdy Tamil- Mixed School and higher education at
Tellippalai Mahajana College . After the displacement of the people of the village,
Kollankaladdy Tamil Mixed School has unfortunately not started functioning yet.

There was a strong sense of community spirit in the village. Everybody knew each
other due to the several clubs and community facilities such as Arul Neri Kalagam, Young
Men Farmers Club, Young Men Sports Club, the community centre and the library.
Furthermore, Mavai Kollankaladdy Welfare Association was functioning in Colombo.
Unfortunately, none of these clubs are currently active. It is hoped that they will start
functioning after the people resettle in the village.

We all hope that the vibrant community spirit of the village resumes in the near
future and that it is rebuilt to the loving and friendly village that we know so well.

Mr Ganeshalingam Appahpillai
Dr Venothan Suri
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