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Epigraphy is the systematic study of inscriptions,
Perhaps, nowhere in the world has epigraphy played

an dmpertant role as in India. India has some of the

o

=

4

dest and. the longest inscri pfﬂaﬂ in the worid: It

18 also- a treasure house'OL_iLucriptions of various

types, At the same time, there has been a continuous
stream of inscriptions frowm the time of the Indus
Valley Civilization to the present day covering more
than 5000 yesrs. Of course, there are a few gaps in
this long period especially between the Indus Valley
Civilization and the age of Asoka,

Indian epigraphy is important from wore tham one
point of view, Inscrivtions constitute the most
authentic source for the history of India from the
Srd century B.C, to the last of the Hindu eigires in
the OBSouth - Vijayanagar Erpire which declined in the
late 16th Century, They are also veluable from the
literary and linguistic points of view. As far as
Sanskrit literature is concered, they genarally
reflect the trends in ths literary tradition iu
Sanskrit, They contain linguistic features peculiax

to them, though they nostly conform to the literary
usages. Further, the inscriptions too have a 1iterary
form peculiar to them, namely, the prasasti, Ita?
counterpart in Tamilnadu is called MeykkIrti thougn
there are prasastis in Tamil too and certain differ-
~ences are noted between the two,

ihe art of writing in India hes been a subject of
much controversy among scholars whose views vary from
the indigeneous origin te the foreign.

The writer is interested in Indian epi graphy especially
Sangkrit epigraphy for more than two decades., He has
specialized on the early Sanskrit and Prakrit |
inscriptions ¢

Ir this small

collection are found six essays on
indian epigraphy sspec

1_1'.

ally with referance to the
Prakrit and Sanskrit inscriptions. The origin

Brahmi script andbmitrbs bylkeoiarant Eamgation. so are
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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discussed briefly, The first article was written for
the felicitation Volutie in 'onour Dr. D.C. Sircar
former Government Tpigraphist for India (later
professor of History); some time ago. As the writer

ig not sure as to whether this was published, he

has included that articie in this collection. The
8

E

ther essays are mostly written for this collection.

Q

The writer thinks that this collection of essays

will be of some value to zll those who are interested
in Indian epigrapiy. There‘may be some short-comings
in this collection but they will be rectified in a
subsequent edition.

The writer is indebted to the scuolars who have
contrihuted immensely to the cause of Indian
epigraphy either by way of discovering, editing
and interpreting the inscriptions or by undertaking
an in-cepth study of these records Oor aoing both,
The writer wishes to place on record his .sincere
thanks to all those scholars. He also wishes to

convey his sincere thanks to Mr. N.Selvarajah who

patiently typed the Tirst draft and cut the stencils
for all articles except the first one. He is &lso
thankful to Miss. J.Alagaratnam who stencilled the
first article. Finally, he thanks all others who
helped him in one way or other to the successful
completion of this collection.

Dept., of Sanskrit, VeSivasamy.

University of Jafina, - Head/ Department of Sanskrit.
Thirunelvely, =

Sri Lanka.

14th November, 1985,
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ACHAEITINTAN AND LH0KAN INSCRIPTIONS —
SOME ASPECTY OF COMPARISON,

e e e a1 o TS T A SRR e 3 T S0 O X

The fAchoemenian Bmpire flourished for shout two

enturies (sixth to tha Fourth century D.C,). 4t the height
of its power, it extended upto the Indus valley in the East,
forth Lfrica in the South ond Bestern durope in the Yest, It
wes the gre test emnire, the then world hed ever seen, comprisging
parts of the three continents of the 014 Vorld, The cavire was
divided into twenty satraosics provinces. O# these, the engtern—
mogt Eiﬁgﬂpy in the Indus region (to the west of the Indus

river) wog the twenticth and richegt of the Botrovies,

s

Tne empire wns noted not aunly for ihe grond
nilitary congpests and administretive orzanisation bt for the

cultural devolopments too. It saosns

m
o

o heve inmfluenced the
gubsecuent llacedonian empire as well as the louryan emzire of

I ndia, in one way or otler, There hed been cormereicl,

culturcd and ethﬁiﬁ'con%ncts betveen the Indug rucion and the
countries to the west of it especially Porsia, even before
prehigioric fimes. The ineclusion of tiis part of India in the
wichty end extensive Yersisn Empire, strensthened these contoe tE.
This is also reflected in certcin cctivities of the onryrn
Bmoire (324-1837 3,C.) Historisns end archoeologists have

often nointed ont Achoembnian influence on Heuryan architectureB

and certoin

_ les of the /gokan adicts? Mo one exceut
Romile Thﬂqax*ﬁ hes go for suzrested or eloinmed any achaemcniéﬁ
inspifctian for the Lsoken edicts, Wheeler who iz one of the
strong ezt cdvoentes 8f Lchosmenicn influsnce on the Hauryen
architociire 6 (irneludins the royalhpclace at Potelisntre,
Lsokag pwillars, the

ishly solished Dorcbor eove dwellings

Indinn coinrse and the use of iron in Indiae) has soid with
roference to ilsoken inscriptions that he zdented o Jersien

precedsnt in carving his orecepts upon rocks “and true save
for en occezsional formula, nothing could be more "mlike the ¢

coimenorative and adninistrative records of the Hroud

Yergien deszzots th the sentle cxhortations of the cquelly

despoiic bt more humble~minded Nuddhist king (Asoka)s 7
He hes rone further and gaid thot “In one wey znd cunotier,
then, the llzvryen was helr to the srect ingh, ésThls misht
be an overgtatement., In etvtenpt is nmade in this psoer to
cznalyse and conparggﬁﬁgj@9N@@@ﬁm¢ﬁbmﬁgmﬁﬁscrip%ions of

noolaham,or Egavanahanworg :
the Lchaeminides and %
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Rher s eontent of i leoken ins riptions

Lgoke ~nd see whao

is influerced in =ome w=y or other by the former,

The ‘ehoomenian kings penersrlly bo-8t of their
militory conguests nd chieve =nts whieh they ottribvte to
th¢ f¢o¢y of l‘rurcmezdes, their God, Le for inst-nee, the

!_J? &mxu&vn s i ) ) }
Bezdatun insoription of Dorive T recds es follows:

i an Dreiug the Cract King, King of Kings, fing
in ZPorgie, King of coun tries, zwn of Hystrspes,

9

grendeon of “praenes, sn lelrewenicn,

2

Seitl Derius the Sings; wy frilhyr wes Hystrapes:

Hystoones ' £ ther wes Loroeings irssme;‘father
4

vir s frirfamneﬁ; ﬁri:rvrqu fothior was Taiape;

Tother woe Jypclhne cnes

.al-onlu.allullOn-oiuﬂl.l'alo00!....0-&.‘.!.1..

Soith Derine the King! Dy the fovour of
Lhurendzde I on Kiuns: fhurenezda hestowed the

Kingdom uron ne,

Saith Derius the King, These sre the countries
which ceric dnto me, : by the frvour of Ahurqnazds
I wos king of thens: Persia, Flan, Lobylonip, Assvria i roble,

-

]3';_)3?11t'30G0D’I..Dll".'ll'.’-..lﬂfﬂlolliﬂliilﬂl.lllitanlulll‘.lll’iﬂ_.
The other Lchenrninn inseriptions too, genernlly follow the gome
pevtern, The Xing, in these ingerintions refers 1o himself in
the first person ond the tlird verson., His titles like the

4 , X8 5vath1ya
reat king (M8ryethiyn Vazrzka), the king of klﬂ“ﬁ( y“abﬂkwﬂfn”m

end king of Persin His geneclogy is given.

lis oonquests nre wloguently spoken of 2nd cre attridbuted to the
slory of Ahoremesds, The Hogs ' potrondce to &ofoaatriaﬁi&m
and the suppgression of heretics are highly preised in  these

inseriptions,

The earliest extent inseriptions in Indis are those
of lLsoke who ruled over = grester part of Indis in the third
century 5,0, liost of hisg ingerintions rafer to the extroordinery

zeel znd the gincere %ﬁ&ﬁ%&%@h%%%ﬁaﬁ?%uﬂﬂﬁ&¥or nede to propecate
herna whick  he cherPBREA SRR 1ing else, after the
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conquest of Kalinge, The prenagaiion of Dharme was not confined

o

to India alone but beyond the bHurders of India as feor south as

Cerlon and in-the North west upt Horth Africa and Greece.11 o

Comparative study of the Achaemenian inscfiptions
with thuse of fAsoks points out sinileorities as well as the
dig”er@ﬁces between the two, Doth group of inseriptions were
generally 1* CrLu“d importent plsces and gometimes in more)
than one version, T?e fcrmulaﬁ,iﬁ tiie premablé- of both seem
to be the some, i.e, the king épeaxs &f himself in the first
pergon as well ag in the third person. E,Hultzch hae pointed ont
sorie Persian words that occur iu'%hc Agolkan inserintions even

gtita and

i

after the Kalinga war, as for instonce nipista, ni

- ' 12 5 5 s : i 5o

Wip Slebc. Some of Asoka's edicte cluarly bring out his

creat conqucst of Kelinge and the gubsconent repentonce of the
king over the astrocities of the wer which he himsclf ruthlessly

td.13They algo refer to his delisht in the eonquest of

Dherma {Dhermaviiaya).. The Ache emenion gneak hizhly of

thelr a yresgive nilitery QJJQJ@ 3t aud ettvibute them $a the
i | 14 It 3 5 s .
grece of Ahuramazde, Lsoke was bent on Dharme vijeve (or

conguest of yirhitlousnese it wre this conquest

thot geve hin the prestest

Just ag the fLcgheouenian soldicrs went out to

difTerent countirlcs to conguer them nnd cmelaim the slory of

I3

nhrranazdazs the parme mohematres of Lsoka went over bevond
the borders »f Indin 4o eftect the conguest ~f Dhanna,1? Lt
appears that the Lchaemenides snd Asoke tricd to unite and
esteblish a 29rt of cohegion in their vHSJort_ » enpires by
dif T erent nccﬁu, the Tormer by the orovnpation of Toroastricon

18 L g - : ? L . I 19
ideals and the latter b the Lroclemetion of Dharma., hug,

ther seem to have had the fmperiel idsal but the noture snd

mode of achieving thet ideal ariear to Ve different, »robably

dve to their reli ious inclinations. Had fsoks beon s

vifayin, even elter the Kalinge wor, his inscrintions

nizht probably reflect a similar sicture.

The lchneweniang were re Llirious fenavice and

suoressed the heretics end fostored sororstrianian. 203301&.

. . ~ g “ 2 Ll FiL3 % 1,
banned the killin . of amdwimls oof BRehing, 1Jut actively promoted
22 : e . .
relipious tolerstion,” The eetion of Asoks in the ban of the

semajae perhaps, iadicotes as has heen nointed out by Romile Thapar,
T R itized by Noolaham Foyndation.__ .
thet this wag o p eventi é%gmﬂwo@?aawﬁéﬁ oRghellions or nlot
r
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ngoinat  the e ware Testive pothering s

and ag such.meny people could asscmble on these occiugions,
Or it might be that Asoka didu't believe in the such festivities

as ‘Be thought that they wore vscless, Whetever mirhkt have boen

the purpose behind this hen, fthere arecrs to bHe some resenblonce
between this mecsure of fAsoka snd thet of Achemenides., Dut the

religious tolevation of Asoks ip #n comdlate antithesip to the

fenaticism of the LAcheenenides,

cain this is verhaps due to the

uniguenses of the Indisn enviromment, where the idecs of othors

-

were tolersted from the ti

re of ' the ecrliest regopd of history in
India. That i from the time of the Rpvods itself, where it is

call it by 4idf

clesriy stated thot “truth is erent

nanes” (-;.Jx.'l"i. sod vinreel
\"‘“{‘VL.{,_ /\M}\.E«A_. Al fj]a"»r‘\—'t’{c- .
ror, preached &2 sinat 80116 \.,.F'

Ly exmmple moy be cited

rary goeclizl end religious

g8 was regpecied end even later, vhareas, Srcrates

i,
lived wmore o1 less ot the soaes tine £=8 = " wog holsoneds
G ad -

5 i =,
idern in Grecces’ Indian

Tor precching ageinet the prevei

=

history is replefe.with several exemplss of the unidue toleration.

Uhereos the Weslern world until s times was not iolerent of

the relizlous idens other Tthan ite own.,

Just as the lchaemenian proeclaimed the lory of

4

Ehubamazda,

did thet of Dharma, The Lchaemenians ag well o

Lsolke liave proclained ar sotfortht$heir idess very direcily

without recourse to litercry eﬂbe%f ments, on durcble mriericls

like the rucks and pillavs, so

vt they may oreveil for a lon

A N T -

e In fact the king Derius seys “"Thow who shelt heresfior

behold this insecrintioh whick I hmve ingeyibed, oy iihese sculptures,

1ee onvard proiect th

i

¢o tihou not dostroy them, but th

ag thou shalt be on jond heslth'., In like manner, iAsoka

N

iEg

that his docunent »f Dharma hod hesn ernpraved so that i3

25

might endure for o Jonz time snd thet his proseny aizht follow him,

o

The iLcheenenisn kinzs, wented others to worship
Ahuromezda ond be hasoy in this world snd the next, Similarly,

Asoka wished that others should follow Dhprme 2nd be har:y in this

o ; L .
life ond the next. 7 The Lehooasenides o8 well g Leoks seem to

Have been con:erned not only with {the present life but the Tuture

ig ¢ sord of migoionery zerl in the

too, ITn this ressect,

T D aa T e
A A B

propasetion and dil

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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Leadin, there is some similarity in the way the
sreheemenizns oud Lsoka looked ot their coquuesv& and held their
fer-flung empires., For cxampdle, Derius I scys in his Deldstun
JAinscription, "Ahuramezds bestowed the kingdom upon me:
nozda bore me aid until I sot poseession of this k

Tevour of Lhursmezda I hold this kingdam”28~ﬂsoka declares

dom;

in one of hig pdicts, “to protect according to Dhorma, to ccuse
' T %0 Dmc g end gnard (sheech) according to
T (morality).zg

Thae hchaemenides stresszed the ideal of the rirhtoous-
aess ag emphasized in Zorocegtrienism., One of their inscriptions
£ay8 "Do not leave the right wedl, do not rise in rebellion® 30
Tiere is mo sursrise in this, s the ancestors of Indian ﬁryans
ez

K

Yorsiens abiear to heve hod a commiont homelond snd
T W

snased ecormon customs, monners snd relisious vhoupbt. A
coapaiiesn of sueh stetencuts pointes to soms sort of similarity

ek

thage two sects of ingoription

The events of a vardicilar relgn and the mossure

derteken by the wiimiy welats to hig conguoets,
Aonmindistration ond pebronasze to relirion, sre sometimes relferrod

to by the reignel yecr. One may compere “Seith Derins the

"This is whet I did in both in the Jocond pnd third roTp
after I bhocome kin- ¥ =) with YEines Devonemyive Pivacdesi snools

. 3 £ 7 Ey
wien I had been smointed twelve Tears”.az In stating the events

i the reignesl weer of a king, there aprerrs to hrve been a

dgefinitc attempt to preserve inportent events as they took nlrce,

Perhcig, e these ings di d not follow o definit ere, thay

rockoned the events by the rau%pal yeer of o vartionler king,

The fichsemenides ns well ag Asoke 22pear to have had
sinilar ideals in wrotecting the weak zeg eroinst the stironi,
One of the fchaemenicn ingeriptions, for excmvle, gnys Lot
not the strons snite the weak",Bj figoka hed similer notions of
kinzly duties @8 wog compon to ihe kings of Indis snd other

e

covntries, The protection afforded hy th i Tor the werk

s

a8 orainst the stron: hos been o fundrmentel &ntyr of the kings
from the Zovm of ronarchy,

aedysls  o¥ the fchzeonenisn

o

e

L5
e

of o Hauryas with noclgl refercince to Lgoken

i“S»T gtlozs, besides blyrizearehlild@aianrbqundationey e and sdminisir: tive
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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orgenisetion may perhaps throw more light sbout the Lehwomenian

influence on the lizurye Hplire wich flouvriglhed

:¢ pubgeguently

in India. Wheeler hos tried to exulein ss to how the
Achaemenion ideas espeelelly on croiitecture could hrve reached
Hauryven In Glu.35 He heg seid "thoere is in India no precedent
fox the rock &dicte Sut at the bidding of Asoke in ond ~fisr

i 3 : _ .
257 5,C,% I% might be thet the very ideo of ingeribing un the

wocks end »illars by figoke would hove been dune to the
’ ‘ingp.reciontderived perhays through the Achaenenian
Achoenenian/ 'master mesons, »r “ariistes cnd crofismen” who

nigreted to Indio to seck the poirones; o of the Hauvrwan

emnerord, 28 isg postulated by Whealer,
Purther 1t is to be noted thrt there were intimcte
contacts hetwaeen the Tersinn Tindire ond the contem-orryy

(pre-ilauryen) Indis, ot least in the Uoxrth Wast Indis, from

the time of the conguest of Horth Wgst Indiz by Derius 1,
This contact might hove been furither stren ibhiened by the
lincedonian conquest of the same port of Indle. Alexander's

emyive wog in £ wey, o succescor atrte of the Lchoemenicus

l._‘

in YWestern Asic ond eastwards upto the Indus river, Lifter the
gsudden fell of the iloeedoninn iy dre, there hod been clrehes

- R e

&, Lhe Towndur o e Menryen Eoyire nhd

hretween Condy

seleucug Hikator who succeeded #o. the enstern half of
Llexander's BEapire., Tye results of these closhes seem to
heve baeon in fnvour:uf the lavryon Emaeror whose emnirve hod
now extended risht upte the crstern border of Ihreis, beyond
the northweet frontler ts hed nover been hefore or aven
sfterwords. DTnoe lnuryen emporor miolt hewve bren &% 2 vonds L@
sogition because his bose woes in (Horth west ) Indin at thet
Yime and thot of Seleucus wos Turther 2wy in the Uegt, 4Lnd
more rogsibly, Selencug in orvder to gitrengthen hig new enpire
in Yegtorn Asin gpeinst hig sovorivl encmies would hrve triad
to win over the powerfui Indirn menoreh by gome congesszions

go thet there would Be no denger in the ecetara merches of

his empire. ' The Esndolize bilinguni ingeription of fsokn
¢lorrly shows thet the Mourven enpire touched the bhorder of
Pergia, It ig probable though -ne camot Be certoin, thet
Looke hinmgelf mipght hove vigited the hesrt of "the

Lchacuenian empire. DPuyrther, certain perts of the lchoconcnien
enpire (from the bhorder of Yersiz to the Indus river)weore undeor

wernl fron e tims 88 Sandrainpts to that of

the Movryen o

Agoka. So fLisoka himeolf would howve lmowvm » Y ntlecst some
D|g|t|zed by Noolaham Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



"
veatizes of the Achaemenisns, PYersien influcnce in the Iorth
West Indie is c¢lecwrly seen by the vge of the Bheroshthi script
in his edicty by Asoke himgelf in this part of hisg empire, One
misht argue os to why che two of his illustriovs Jredececssors
Cendragupts and his gon Jindusarn did not think of Achcemenicn
pracedent for Inmeribing merg imaqrﬁgnt events of thelr reign.
Perhons, they vwore too preoccuplied with the foundation sud
territoricl expansion of their now enpive, It wog perhons fgoks
who could think of this ider, sinee, he hnd an unsweorving zecl
for his new iderl of Dhewrma, ~fter the Kelingn wor. M
of Lsoke for the Dherme, is similar to thet of lchoemenides
for frrthering the ceuse of Zorocstrienism, ce is wointed out
eerlier, Just s the Acheemsnides were aloo: ent chout their
conquoste and gloxy of Ahuremezda, Lsok; wers with the Dunrma,
Yet, one econnot neke deduetions on mere 2 oarent simileoiritios,
Tvere izt elso be strong vossibilities for such dedieiions.
It is prebeble thot Amoke hingell could hrve known or hearg
of the iuscriptions of tho lchremenides, Ee Wha%%er hos
nointed out the influeonece of Yersien crchiteciure on thet of
Lgoke, including the ceve Lyehritszeiure, Ls in the cose of
architeciure, the Aci._l_.ae:-‘_'.'iez*-_i-d-icn idens on incerintions too

miont hove been adopted o suit the new idenls and loerl

corditions of the Asokon Bmpire. Thig miplt

L L

ceririn bosie dlfferonces between the inseriptions of ithe

Achnenonides nnd those of fLmoke., It iz clso prob-ble that the
fAgoliom ideas on the inscriptions ig ecomdletely origin-l ond

whetever gimilaritics there cre batween the lfoghremepidirn

,‘—..

ingeriptions cnd tlose of Asoka cre m%ﬁfly reccidentel or due
to certrin comnon cultural troditionsz, Sirce some
Lehoenenidien ideas appear to have influenced ilpurron
erchiteciure, there oould hove been eimiler imdaect on
ingerdipiions too, £s the form ond eontent of the inscriptions

of Leoke cppesr to reverl in some resjects, Dy citributing

or weidorring to such on influeonce on.ﬂsokan ingerintions,

one does not.in sny wav belititle or imprir the greatness

of the dyncmiec Heuryen EBmperor Lgoka. It is to his crcdit,
that hie ideals tnd inacriptiona’ aro quite original, whotever
the fchaemenidien ingpiretion hcd- been or nnt, History is
replete with many en example to show thri seversl sre t men

of the world, whether kings or reéli:ious tombhers o

others who hove sheped the conree oF the Mistory of a

particular country divijredp)élcowhwhdohedagom-dn on impret on'
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org -
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on the contemporary world, owed atl:zact in some way or other to
those who haed gone before in toelxr vwa counlry or suy other place
which is elose or far away from them, Diffusion of ideas from
one ploce to another need not neceszorily be precélddl by politieal
conquest., Whecloer has rightly remarked in one place that “ideos
have wings . t,xherefore the Achoemenidion idcas on nrchiteebure
and inscriptions, could have, ~¥A¢ud, 4o’ . the Mouryon Empire, o

grecter part of which weg never under Achnemenidion control,

A more detciled, criticnl and comporotive study of the
nistory of ancient Persic mnd Indiz upto the third centmry B.C,
with specicl reference to the cpires of the Achaemenides ond
the Mouryes would perhops, unrrvel besides other aspects, certoin
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SOME  ASPECTS OF THE ORIGIN OF THE BRAHMI SCRIPT AND ITS
USE IN SOUTH ASI&

The art of writing has played a vital role in the history
of human civilization, It's importance was realized in

the earliest centres of civilization that flourished

along the bamks of the rivers Fuphrates and Tigris, the
Nile, the Indus and the Hrang-hoJdt took several thoussnds

of years for man to invent amd the use the script to his
own advantage. The evolution of the script for writing a
language had seversal stages frow gestures to pictographs
and thence to syllabic and subsequently to actual writing.
The invention amd use of the art of writing had really
revolutionised especially the spread of knowledge from one
generation to another and from one place to another. This
did not have the hazards of orsl transmission which depended
on memory and which could have perished altogether, had

any thing untoward happened to the scholars who tried to
preserve it for the posterity. Whatever knowledge that our
ancestors have bequeathed to us, could come intact only
through the art of writing. In the Same way, the knowledge
of our times too could be passed on unimpaired only through
the art of writing.

The importante of writimg is rightly emphasized all over

the world. As for example, one may cite the popular Tamil
saying that " the knowledge of the numbers and the art of
writing are the two eyes of a man' (ennum elwttum
kannenattakum), Narada smrti a work on Hindu law dated about
the fifth century 4.D., regarding the importance of the art
of writimg in conunection with documentary evidence says.

" Had not Brahma the creator created the written (Literature)
the bestTeyes of”the,world would never have attained to
it's happy . aoﬁdition.( L470). Kalidasa one of the greatest,
1f not the greatest Sanskrit poet of India has said that

'"" by the proper grasp of the art of writing one reaches the
vagst treasures of literature as one approaches the ocean
through the mouth of the river" (Rv, 3.28),

Like the people of the other countries of Ancient Orient, the
Indiang too devised their own scripts from the time of the
Indian Valley civilizatiom. The scripts Wusually developed
according to the soecial snd cultural background of the area
or arecas C-Ol‘l-c@I-‘I‘--@ﬂ‘ﬁigi%’é%a%*m&d!aﬁam Foupdisioniay be a Go-relation
between the social’PPPH ¥ BHYWLLY e and the script they use.



Dr. A.H Dani speaks of '"Writing as being part of culture!
ant that he ' would seck to discover a culture through

the various traits seen in the available material contents,
So it is also possible to search for the different writing
styles which can be inferred frowm the avallable specimens *1

In India too, there were several scripts. Unfortunately,the
carliest script as found in the remains of the Indus
Civilization is not yet deeciphered to the satisfaction of

all concerned. Whether there is any continuity of this script

1

in those of later times or not, the importance of this as a
pioneer script should not he forgotten. As far as the extant
evidence goes, there might have been some historie¢ connection
between this amd the scripts of subsequent times in India,

Though there -~1$ nc direct evidence to the art of writing in

the early Indian literary works like the Vedas, tiaey do not

lack in indirect ewvidence for the prevalence of the art of
5

writing.”

There are references to aks saras in the Upsnisads (Ch. up, 2,
10 ete). It appears that there were several scripts as
mentioned in the later works like the Buddhiet Lalitavistars
whieh lists the names o0i as many as 64 scr ipts and the
Jain Pannavanasutra and Samavayangasitra which refer to the
names of 18 scriptu.5 In all these texts, the lists of the
names of scripts begin with the name of Brahal q. Another -
Jaim text the Bhagavati-~ sUtra begins with a salutation to
the Bambhi lipi ( Brahmi script),

A critical study of these scripts mentioned in these tex
reveals that some of them are Indian;: some others are
foreign; JhJZ@ some others are either imaginary or cerhaps
never PAlotOd/ The Chimese Encyclopaedia Fan-wan~ Sulin

( composed in 688 A.D.) helps us to identify these scripts,
"This work. contains a list derived from Lalitavistara and
here too, the neme. Brahnl comes first., According to it, the
invention of the art of writing was made by three divine
powers; the first was Fan (Brahma) who invented the Brahmi
seript and which runs from left to right; the sccond nower
was Kia=-lu ( Kharos@ha) who invented the Kharo tki script
wnlch is written from right to lefty and thethirmeas Tsam
k%, the script invented by whom goes

Chinese Encququmdﬂg@ﬁ%@E Radlahint Fatingatias that the first
noolaham.org | aav aham org
two divine Dcwcro wercaﬁ gin dla and the third in China,

up and down6. The



Op the baslis of this text, it is clear that the name
cf the script written from left to right was Brahmi and
that writtern from right to left was known as Kharoaﬁhi.
Thus, the name of *he Brahmi gcript never oceurs in
earlier texts, nor is there any extant specimen of

Braimi writing snterior tc Asoka in inseriptions. Pupthew,

tiie name of the Br ¥ the Lalita-
vistara aad used liberally in the writings of modern times,
The nane of the mf;t“’LP serirt s explsined in many ways.
oome serive at loos iL_¢(£b1a who is supposed to hawve

invented this script; some otkers think that it is the
Sanskrit form of Kashgar, a provinece in Central Asia which
wae the latest gentre of this script. Still some ¢thers

take 1t fic be

an Indian acaptation of the Iranian word
Khara - Q0sta or Bharaposta meaning ass~skin. It might be
that ass-skin was used for writing this scri

in the initial stages. It might have been a nickname also.
After its use for gbout seven centuries it apprears.to have
had a natural death as 1t was neither suitable for writing
sangkrit nor Praekrit, As far as the origin of the Kharos H“‘
script is concerned, it 1s generally accepted that the

5

originad letter forms of Thqwaka were based on Aramaic

as far as the 1ndi.n o could 2llow, T

he remaining

e

letters were evolved by the zddition of diacritical marks
Bu¥ R.B.Pandey C&ifct this view and advocates the Indian

origin of the sc PI*‘F” .y

s

Diverzent views are expressed regarding tue orl
invention of the Brahmi Script, the scrlst par excellence
of South Asia., Therefore, this has to be studied wvery
carefully without any prejudice. The number of theories
propoundec regarding the origin of this script may be
broadly divided into two groups. There are,
(a) those which trace ite? origin from forelgn sources,
(b) those

as of indigenous origin.

In the early stages of the Etudy of the Hrﬁhmi acripts some
scholars like

Siif
thie view that 1t was based oither on CGreek or Phoenician
models, Following nim, Sip 1liam Jones argued for "iis
origin from a GSemitic alphabet, As there were nore than

one Semetic script. Scholars were at variance. A, Weber

and R.N. Cust suggested ‘hoenician origin of the alphabet,
: % 11 ¢ Di mzeqiby Noolaham Foundation.
A.C. Burnell 1““UU1Q&mbhwﬁMQﬂ&Nwmmmrm@rmuﬂlC origin of the

;ii
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Scriptg. Isaac Taylor, Deeke, Sethi and otuers suggested

that the Brahmi originated from the script known in the

South Semetic region. #. Buller was one of the champions

of the North Scmetic origi

sin 0i Brahui. dis view is given

in his Indian Palacography. He .had marshalled all possible

evidences in_ support of his views. But his wiews had
PR . -4 e A L i . L L‘J
certain limitsations as pointed by Upasak .

The Indian. origin of the script was upheld by scholars

both Furcoean =nd Indianm. T%

ot

=
¥

tn

by Lassecu

followed by Edward Thowmas who attributed it's invention

to the Dravicdians on the basis tuat they werc highly
givilized belore the advent of the Arysnes in India.
General Cunmingharm, R, Shamsssstri and John Dowson £oo
favoured Indian origin of thé script. With the discovery

of the Indus Valley civilization, attempts were made to

connect the Branmi gcript with that cf the Indus
civilization, Further, if this connection is established
and accepted, it would mean z continuous history of the
script from azbout the third millennium B,C..bLangdon,
Hunter, Ojha, R.B. Pandey & Ur. D.C.51ircar former guvefnment
epigraphist for Iadia were some of the protoganists of

this view. Thesce scholars tried to establish some affinity

betweern the LHwi. Dul the fine may bvetween the disanbeqruancp
of the Indus Valley civilization and the carliest extant
specimens of the Brahmi script (as in tne edicts of Asoka
zr¢ C.B.C.) is teo great to make a dirsct descent possible
Avove all, thece ig ne consensus among scholars re urdiig

§ Ly : - i T
he seript of the Indus Civilization ,

o

e

Further, the name of the script (Brahml) itself is adduced
as an evidence of its Indian origin, It means derived from
Brahms the Uindu God of creation., It is also a name of
Saraevati, the godacss of learning and the consort of
Brahma. It symbolizes all learning snd wisdom. Whether

the script is o0& Indian or foreign origin, its "Indiannmess®

ig véry explicit in its name also,

After reviewing mest of the above views, A.H. Dani quotes
Devid Dirinker tne auntlor of the hook Alnh

emphagize. his point of view., " Dirinker rightly maintazine

tn

that alphabet to be originally an invention probably

—\ a

in one region; it is no wonder that the princeiple undsr

etic wrlill with trade and

~lying sl soon  enread

COMmmerce 9&1(1 ik omey be suggested that the Brahmins found

o e Dig ¥ Nool . a1
this principle a grigieh &) an anérhé%iodrat'oﬁ"cz.c reed tals,
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They developed it further in their grammatical treatises"Ta.
The precedence of grammar over the Indian gystenm of writing
is indubitably proved by a critical analysis of the earliest
examples in writing known in India. Further Dirinkar also has
sgid that™ all historieal ‘and cultural evidence is best co -
ordinated by the theory which considers the early Aramaic

alphabet as the proto-type of the Brahmi script¥ [ 7

The earliest extant records in BrammI are those of Asoka and
by way ofcomparison in the shape and number of letters, some
scholars like Dirinkar and Dani tried to establish the Arauice
origin of the Brahml script. According to Dani, both have
three vowels and ninteen consonants14. some similarities
between the North- Semetic or Aramaic and Brahwl scripts may
be noticeable in the following:

North-Semetic and Brahmi
Farly Phoenlclag

S ETE i e et e aen G T e e 6T i m T e ——

Aleph | . 3\‘ < a ':4,’ >
glmel A ga A
Teth & tha @
yod —_—> & . wle
laned el L la WJ/

At C_
pe j 1 Pa b .etc]J

The similarities observable in these scripts may not be a mere ¢gu
“incicdence fThey point to at-least some sort of contact between
West Asia and India. Even if Brahmi was derived from the West
Asian source as indicated above, it cannot be denied that the
Indians adapted it according to their own genius. There is no
Boustrophedon style in Brahmi, The most fundamental change
introduced by the Indiang, if at all they derived it from

Vorth -Semetic, was in glving a definite direction to the letters.
The way in which aleph is changed into a and lamed into la EEC ey
suggests that the Brahmi was written from left to right, since
its very beginning}6. Whatever its source or inspiration, it was
a creation of the Indian pandits.

Recently, Upasak has clearly shown that in a total of fourty
five letters found in the earliest specimens of Brahmi, there
were three vowels and twenty one consonaats which constituted

17

the basic letters and rest were secondary forms ‘., Whatever the
source of this scrlptﬂ)@h&i@@@dammdﬁgmnaﬂus or foreign, there

am or avanaham.org
is no doubt that the Bra i} %' abets were made perfect and



conplete by the marians, Any way, the present

grder ol Lhe 1s Brahri script was definitely the
I S s 3 18
resuit of thelr phonetic researches ©,

As Upasalr ass clearly pointed out that " a knowledge of the
phonetic »ules of Sanskrit as we have seen is well manifested

in their degve especially in the vowel system, We nmay

wWith probaldls zrest that the evolved or secondary forms
get chelr shapes from the early grammarians who perfected the
habet., In the course of this perfection which
alreaty eilcted end evolved the new shapes either basing them

e forms Or colndng them independently to suit their

The ecame scholar has rightly put, " In the form
in wkich we have the Brahmd Script, it is the work, not of
mestamnts but 0of learned men who had a knowledge of grammar

and &.ngkrit pilonetic's. It might have besgun as a merchantile
alileret Luind either on vague memories of Harappa script or
deuwod from contact with Semetic traders or indeed it may have
sources; but by the time of Asoka, it Wwas
and scientific script of the Wurld

Tae early Sans

rit grammar doems necessary
possible date of the beginning of the evolution of
The most outstanding Sanskryit §rammarian Paqini night
“shed in the 6th or 5th Century B.C. He refers to more
his predecessors. One 0f his predecessors faska9
Niruakta = etymology of Vedic words, who lived

about the 7th or 6th century B.C. has mentioned
the names of 1/ Jiaumarians, The dates of these gramparisns nay
be rushed pack to about the 10th century B.C. by which time or
still eariizs the evolution of the script might have begun. The
contemporery Vedic literature too has indirect references to the

gis o WEl A

though this vast corpus of literature was mainly
preserved by a unigque oral tradition.

" The Indlan alphabet is a marvellous and magnificient phenomenon

quite unriwv in the world., No doubt the arrangement of

represent a symmetrical combination of symbols

indicate various shades of sound which are grouped
21

te daigue in toe world"™ ', It was a simple system of
W wilch cculd bhe studied, memorized and writkten easily.

Ly to indicate new sounds in a

(5

14 covld sisn b sdzpled eas

twges Theteiore, AT 18 B0 weuder, that it captured the

imaginaticn of the peoliliizedly Ngelahy 5%@“@%1South Asia as soon
noolaham.org aava

as 1ts use became widespreazd in Tae thlrd Century B.C. during
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the reign of Asocka from the Himalayas to Sri Lanka. Asoka
of course used this secript for propagating his Dharwa in his
dominions and outside, '

Asoka's inscriptions were engraved on rocks, pillars and

caves, wiaile one was carved on a stone slab, Most of thenm

were engraved on rocks, His inscriptions were written in two
scripts namely, the Kharosth 11 in North West India and
Afghanistan and the Brahmi ia the rest and major part of

India. There is greater uniformity in the Brahnmi script used
in the edicts as they were engraved on the orders of one
personality namely the emperor Asoka who was the ruler of

all areas where his edicts were found. But in the manner of
writing the scrlpttﬁe*%ﬁf?ferences in the shapes of

individual letters, As Upasak says "Different hands are
noticeable in alwost all the inscriptions. Many varieties of a
letter found in a particular inscription ttay suggest ditferent
hands used for engraving the same inscription. In the rock
edict of Girnar, we find nine forms of 'a', four forms of ‘ra
and six types of 'ja' “%, Craftmanship used for engraving
pillars is generally suverior to that of the rociks. The letters
on the pillars are more accurate and artistic than those on
rocks, Angular forms are immensely seen on the rock inscriptions
than on pillars, Engraving is poorer on the rocks, Cave
inscriptions are few and short. The characteristics of the
Asokan.Brahmi are succinctly summarized in the words of Upasak
as, " Asokan Brahml in its general appearance is straight and
angular, though a few letters are round in shape; cursiveness
appears throughout, but not sbumdantly. The height of the
letters is usually equal and sometimes even in the conjuncts

an equal height is maintained by making the second letter
spaller in size, Regularly the lines go from the left to right
except in the Minor Rock Edict st Erragudizi. It

interesting t¢ note that some sort of punctuation was used in
the edicts of Ascka. Regarding the variances in the shapes of
letters, Upasak holds that one particular shape of a letter

is more common and artistic than the forms of the same letter
which eppear side by side. The shape which is more frequent
was to be regarded as the standard one and otlier forms dhould
be attributed to other factorss™,

G. Buhler and some others maimtainzd that there existed regional
varieties in the Brahmi used by Asoka, as the Northern and
Southern varieties 25 R,B. Pandey opines that Y regional sub -

varieties are also ﬁ&éﬁ?ﬁ%g%miﬁﬂg da@% edlct“”26. Pandit G.H.

Olha accepts the regional influence on the Asokan BrahmI cnly
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partially, as he realizes the stylistic characteristics of a
particular engraver, After a cacciul and in~depth study of the
edicts of Ascka, Upasak concludes that the differencgis mainly
due to the individual stylistic characteristics elither in
engraving or wrilting the draft which was copied by the
engraver, Regional forms of writing cannot be traced, since
thiere existed fundamental varietles in the inscriptions of

a, some times in the seame lﬂSCfLyLLOﬂ”a? A.H, Dani
t00 meintains the upiformity of the script., But one cannot
uomplobelv set aside any regional tendencies in the edicts,
though these were engraved on the authority of one person.

The subsequent history of Brahui shows the natural development
07 the script on a regional basie culminating in the flowering
of the regional scripts, in the various parts of South Asia
from the Himalayas to Sri Lanka in the latter half of the
first millennium A.D. |

1

No Asckan edict has so far been discovered in the Southernmost
part of the Indian Peninsula now covered by the linguistic
states of Kerala and Tamilnadu which constituted the Tamilakam
of encient times. The edicts of Asoka are gquite explicit in
stating that the rulsre of these areas- Cera, Cola and

Pandya and the Satyaputras and that of Sri Lanka were out of
the orbit o0f his vast Indian EmpireaSS though they might have
veen under the sphere of his influence. The Brahmi script wag
used in these arcas tooy as evidenced by the inscriptions in

Tamil-nadu and Sri Lanka from this time onwards.

The Brahmi script of these areas, shares many features in
common with that one found in the Asokan edicts. The
importance of the Tamil Brahmi inscriptions was recently
reinstated by Mr. Irawatham Mahadcvan 9. Further, the Tamil
Brahmi inscriptions show closer affinities tothe early
inscriptions from Bhatitiprolu in Andhra Pradesh in the North
arid those from Sri Lanka, in the South. It appears that Southern
Andhra Pradesh, Tanilnadu and Sri Lanka shared some common
traditions at this time and later for some centuries through
comrerce as well as, Brahmanism, Jainism and Buddhism, The
importance of Buddhism in this context cannot be ignored
altogether, It played a vital role in forging a sort of common

bond among these areas,

Dr. W. Saddhamangala Karunaratne a former archaeological

comiiissioner of Sri Lanka who specialized on the u;ahm1
Digltized by Noolaharii Foundation.
riptions of Srinoblamdeorg [Bawanhiam.drdi. D. degree at the
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.y of London has™ fu Eh1¢bnt1y stated *hat the Brahm1

inscriptions ol Iri Lanka and Tamilmadu have several f%&tﬁ%ﬁ@?n°
and *that the Branml script was brought to Sri Lanka from
Tamil Nadn. He has even suggested the prevalence of the Brahmi

-

.
-. b

script in Sri Lavka before the official introduction of Buddhism

during the time of Devarampiya Tissa in the 3rd century B.O.so.

Sie ZronnY letters of these three areas

penti oned qhgvﬁj rave certain similarities peculiar to them.
Of par’icalar interest, in this respect is the shape of na tj
The Sri Lankan inscriptions have the other form of ma ?ﬁf

also 23 Ffound in the Asgokan edicts.

The Taril E+iva” devised to write the Tamil, the language

of the region (Tamil Nadu) had to provide for certain letters
pecrliur to this language 11kel.a, \}Gj-ra. ﬁ/ and va [ .

Iv the other parts of South Asia including Sri Lanka soume
form ~7 Fra¥rit was used in the irscriptions except in
Tam;I_JﬁkA Lger in the North Wﬁat of Irdla,“mperg a dlfferevt
scr1p+ 1iks Knarosthi was used, the language was Prakrit.
Whereev the siggﬂ;;on wag quite different in T 111 Nadu, where
This showg Shat the Tamil lanauage was hlghly developed by

the time +hat the Asokar edicts were engraved. Purther, had
Asoka gnhicocted Tamilradu or engraved inacriptiona there,

he would In 2ll possibility used Tawmil; He also would rnot have
used a differvent script had there heen any other script other
than the Brahwni in Tamilnadu. This suggestion ig quite ..isiid
plavsille, as'is e#ident_from his use of KharosthiI in the
North Weet India and Afghanistan and the recent recovery of a
bilimema? Swmaxt tiom of Asoka in Greek and Aramaic in
Kandahar. Regarding the origin and use of the Branmi script in
Tamllwﬂfa, ome scaolars Ilink tish=wae Tdrkd) SBreohni & Drawgdi

are. it -'&?

wave Luwcl}dudl “nd theory of a separate script independent of

Brahmi called Dravidi or Tamili from which the later scripts

of Tamil»~i- inelnding the presert one had evolved. Such =

theory f.& 0% convineing, when ore studies carefully and
obgerves the shapes of the letters as found in the irscriptions
of Aso-i, Tiwilimdu and Sri Laenka. As stated earller, they

have more fealtures in commen thar otherwise. Therefore,it was
quite poseihle that one who lived in Tamilmada at the that
time wouild have been able to read easily any Asokan edicts in
the BrirrT script orD@?‘?éé’yE?% ¥4 FT9%ke; though he might not

m.org avanaham. org
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be ahle to comprehend the meaning of these inscriptions.

The Brahul secript has established a common heritage and bhond
in the whole of South Asia from Afghanistan to Srikanksa,
irrespective of race, religion, larguage and other factors.

It had become the source and basis of rearly all the
suhsequenrt scripts of South Asia including those of Tamilradu
ard Sri Larka. Tr a way, 1t had heen s unifying factor of
South Asia, though many may not he aware of this phenomenon.
Purther a critical ard comparative study of the Brahwl script
of the edicts of Asoka, Tamilradu and Sri Lanka and the
evolution of the later scripts of South Asia 1s a desideratum.
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SANSKRIT AND THE ART OF WRITING.. .

The art of writing played a sigrificant role in the history of

a larguage. Ever since a language bhecame the medium of expression
of ideas through literature, the art of writing also gererally
hecame importart. It is true that there are several languages

in the world which still do rot have a script, though scme of
them possess someé form of literature preserved in oral tradition.

After the evolution of literature, the art of writing hecomes
more relevant ard 1t is no wonder that the earliest civilizations
of the world along the river valleys had ore script or other to

. facilitate their trarsactions and preserve whatever krowledge
they had. As far as the literary traditions are concerned,
generally the earliest strata consisting mostly of religious
literature had bheen preserved in the oral traditions before they
were committed to writing. Sometimes, secular literature too

wag written after a period of preservation in the oral traditions.

As far as India is concerned, the earliest stratum of literature
in Sanskrit consisting of the Vedic literature was preserved

in the oral tradition for several centuries, hefore it was
written down. The word Sruti meawring "heard" or "revealed"
cornotes the Vedas. It also suggests the idea of oral
transmission of this vast szacred lore. A deeper study of the
Vedic literature and the history of its unique preservation for
rearly 4 000 years also reveals the fact that these sacred
texts were preserved by a mnemonic tradition guite unrivalled in
the world but writtern down also, atleast after a certair

period. The internal evidence in the Vedic literature suggests
the prevalence of the art of writing in the later Vedic
literature, if not still earlier. The occurrence of the word
aksara (literally, it means imperishable and then letter) in the
Araryakas ard Upanisads is quite interesting. This word here
meant the sacred syllable "Om" or the highest Brahman or the :
God. Some scholars find references to the art of writing'in the
Rgveda itself, hut these are quite dubious.

The Vasistha Dharmasitra and the Vignudharmasﬁtra mention
documents aé one of the 1egal'evidenéea.The Gautama Dharmasutra
refers to a witrness sigring ir & document. The Vedargas refer
to developed systeus of grammar, phonetics and philology which

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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could not have evolved without the help of the art of writingj.
The evidence of Pa@lnl in this vespect;, 1s quite important, His
Astadhyayl written in the period between the 6th -4th Century
B.C. has some important terms sugpgesting the prevalence of the
art. of writingg. They are,

T. Lipi/1libi (writing)

II. Lipikara (Writer/ Scribe)
IITI. Yavanani (Greek Script)
IV. Grantha  (a book)

V. Svarita ( a mark in writing)

" Goldstucker has pointed out that Kara and Varna seem consonant
without vowel, an unpronounceble form that clearly suggests the
use of a written symbol. Likewise the fabular nature of the
Adhikara sﬁtfa85 and particularly the use of the $varita accent

as one means of 1nalcat1n5 them also seems to be thus corro borated,
Panini refers to cattle oW ers rarﬁlng their cattle with numbers
elght and five '3

Taken togetherﬁ tnc ev1deﬂce from all the above uentlbﬂed texts
suggests the prevalpnce of the art of writing during the period
of these texts all of which date from about the 6th to the Lth
Century B.C., if not still earlier. Again, the evolution of the
art of the writing would certainly have taken place much esarlier
than the 6th Century B.C.

Thé Fpics too comtain'refepenCes to the art of writing. The
stofy of the God Vinayaka consenting to write down the Maha -
-bharata too suggests this idea, though this aspect of the
MahBbharata is treated as legendary. The Arthasastra,the core
of which atleast dating to about the Lth Century B.C. (the age
cf Candragupta Maﬁrya) contains direct and specific references
"to writing. As for'examplés,'one may cilter the references to
writing, counting (1.5.2), letters (1.6), signs and writings
(1.12.6) and rpyal‘SESanas (10.10).-Taking into consideration
‘all the references relating to the art of writing_asfcould be -
gathered from the literature before Asoka (3rd Century B.C.) =
the Vedic literatura the early portions of the Epics and the
Arthas astra one may concluoe that some form of writing was
prevalent from about 1000 B.C., 1f not earlier,

But one is not sure as to whether this form of writing was
derived from that of the Indus Valley Civilization or from a
West Asian source or ”waim%er%m rt of writing had evolved
from the Indus Civilingelafiasholo H9eRahied ¥bn safely be assumed that
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there had been a continuity in this art to this day. i B
The major problem for the historian is to seek for the evidence
to establish beyond any shadow of doubt the link between the script
of the Indus Civilization and the Brahmi. Until there is a
consensus among the scholars on this subject, one has to be content
with the available evidence known till now. Whatever it might be,
one cannot deny the prevalence of the art of writing during the
later Vedic Period. The script used was in all probability the
Bralml script, the parent script of almost all subsequent scripts
of South Asia and to some extent those of South Fast Asia as well,

Further, it is clear from the. later history oi the art of writing
that materials like birch bark, palm leaf, cloth, hide and metals
were used for writing. It has been pointed out and emphasized by
many scholars that the DBrahmi script whatever its origin indigenous
or foreign, was devised to write the Sanskrit language. In the
form in which it appears in the earliest inscriptions, namely,
those of Ascka, it is entirely indigeneous'showing the geniuvus of
the Sanskrit grammarians and scholars.

One of the curious factors that draws the attention of the historian
or researcher on the use of this script is tunat the earliest extant
specimens were in Prakrit. The motivation. for Ascka might have
come from the Achaemenian precedent, though one cennot have any
direct evidence for this view. The Hindus prior to Asoka appear

to have used the Brahmi script on perishable materisls to write
the Sanskrit language. Further, due to the ravages of time many
valuable archaeological and cther treasures have been either lost
or affected especially during the invasions and subsequent rule of
the Muslims in Northern India. A knowledge of the art of writing
was essential in Vedic studies especially in grammar. The use of
more durable materials for writing appear to have come in the

wake of Achaemenian contacts as pointed out earlier, Turther, the
art of writing appears to have been confined to limited circles of
intellectuals and priests who were also averse to write dowm the
sacred canon at first, as in the case of many sacred texts of
other great religions of the world. Later of course due to more

hi storical and other reas ons, they had to write down the sacred
lore preserved in priestly urcles9 hailing from the 1rsis of very
ancient times. As mpﬁtioned earlier, the earliest extant specimens
of the Brahmi script are found in the Prakrit inscriptions of
Asoka who had become a Buddhist by the time that they were issued.
Prakrit had by this ti[%gmedebyﬁ%olaham Foundat(l}oﬁ i llng“U.a feanga
especially after its wesahabprofselesaiimolis edicts. His BUCCESSOrs
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and succession states after the disintegration of his farflung
empire continued to use it over a wide area. There is sufficient
reason to believe that the art of writing had become popular long
before Asoka, as evidenced by the Arthasastra and the Vedic Sutras
already mentioned. It is to the credit of Asoka that he made use
0f the art of writing on a more durable material. Later, his
example was widely followed not only by the Buddhist but Hindu and
Jain rulers of India.

Another interesting fact that emerges out of a study of the early
inscriptions of India and the early kavyas in Sanskrit is that

the earliest extant Sanskrit Sanskrit inscriptions and the earliest
extant kavyas ( after the adikavya Ramayana which is more an
Ttihasa) were written in Western India which was subjugated by the
rulers of foreign extraction., In this context, the patronage and
contributions of the Sakas and the Kusanas to the popularigation
of Sanskrit are of immense significance., The earliest extant
inscriptions in Sanskrit date from about the first Century B.C,
Therefore, does it mean that there were no Sanskrit works of

any sort before this date? Certainly no. The very fact that the
Buddhists who preferred Prakrit to Sanskrit in the early period,
had by this time resorted to the use of Sanskrit especially in

two highly developed literary forms, namely, Kavya and nEtaka4,
shows that Sanskrit had been so popular that the Buddhists tco
didn't hesistate to adopt it. Therefore, if one takes an analogy
from these exampley it is quite clear that the art of writing

was prevalent long before Asoka and it was used for writing
Sanskrit, besides other items of interest.’

Whether there are actual remains of the specimens of writing or
not, it appears that there is some.sort of substantial evidence
for the prevalence of the art of writing in india from the time
of the Indus Civilization to the present day, that is, to say for
about 5000 years., Of course, there are two problems in this view.
One is the time gap between the Indus Civiliﬁation ainnd The
earliest extant inscriptions (3rd Céntury B.C.). The other is the
difference of opinion regarding the scripts us=ed in the long
period. As the origin of the script is discussed in another
article, one may briefly trace the development of two of the
important scripts - the Devanagari and the Crantha scripts evolved
mainly to write Sanskrit in the Northern aand Southern parts of
India, though they were used for writing other languages too in
course of time, These two scripts evolved from the same Brahmi
and later each had a dpffssentotourseuradiodevelopment in two

. noolaham.org | aavanaham.or
di fferent areas. 9| .
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The Brahmi script as found in the inscriptions from the time

of Asoka (3rd Century B.C.), in coursc of time, by about the
early centuries of Christian era developed into regional styles
which had become marked by the time of the rise of the Guptas
(4th Century A.D.). " These styles tended to become localized
and affiliated to wvarious cultural regions. The regional styles
mipght have differentiated still further but for two important
factors instrumental in establisiiing a link between them and

also 1n governing a uniform pattern in their development., One was
the use of Sanskrit as a common language which helped in the
easy movement of literates and scribes from one region to another
and the quick dispersal of technical skill or style of writing.
The second factor was the growth of larger kingdoms which by
thelr very nature had to adopt a uniform style of writing within
their jurisdictionV 5. From this development of regional styles
or proto»regional'scripts developed the regicnal scripts
corresponding to cultural divisions based on geographical,
historical and especially linguistic factors., The developnent of
regional languages whether of the Indo- Aryan or the Dravidian
group and the development of the regional scripts to write these
languages generally appear to have taken place cOntemporaneously.
Thie trend eventually resulted in the evolution of the present
day languages and their scripts of South Asia, |

The Proto- regional scripts began to develop by the latter half
of the first millennium A.D. in all parts of South Asia
irrespecitive of the differences in the languages Indo~ Aryan or
Dravidian, Whereas, at onc time when Prahml was widely used, say
during the time of Ascka or a period just after him, a person in
Tamilnadu besides his own, could read a Brahmi inscription found
aither in North India or Sri Lanka, whether he knows - the
languages ol these areas or not, Bul, subsequently this was nct
possible. Towards the close of the first millennium A.D., if not
little earlier the various regional scripts of South Asia had
become well-defined and their subsequent developmenti was not
very spectacular. The salient features of thesé scripts as found
in their forms as at present had evolved by this time., So that
even with the knowledge of their present form, they could be
identified or deciphered without much difficulty. Finally with
the introduction of printing, these scripts have become
stabilized by the end of the 18th Century without any further
deveiopment whatsoever,

The Devanagari secript Digsizerbs Nodarblrdommistonimportant scripts that

. . : -. haolaham.org | aavanaham.org :
evolved from the Brahwmi script in Westernm India. The use of
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this script spread from this area to the Middle and Fastern
regions of Worthern India as well as to the South. As a script,
most of its letters are constituted by straight lines with
curgiveness in some. The top line is an essential integral part
of all the letters in this script. The foruation of such letters
were probably due to the type of materials and the tools that
were used to write them. But the scriptiof the South India and
S5ri Lanka were mostly cursive., This feature was probably due to
the palm leaves that were used for writing and the tools
especially the stylus tham_was utilized for this purpose., The
word " Devanagari " meanshthat vhich beélongs to the city of the
Gods? That meant the script was used in the cities inhabited by
god~1like men or priests6. This probably meant the learned mer the
majority of whom might have been Rrahmins or priests the
ustodians of Hindu religious knowledge and wisdom in those days.
Such learned men might have lived in the cities of Northern India
especlally where this script evolved, Here, the Western India
included the Kauulawar Penlnaalap Malwa area, Rajputansa, Punjab
and Sindh and Kashmir. This part of India, was more wvulnerable
than any other area till the advent of the Europeans by sea by
the end of the 15th Century A.D., There had been intermingling of
various peoples anc cultures on a large scale in this area.
Considerable volume of trade and commerce too passed through this
area., oome of the earliest specimens of Sanskrit inscriptions too
were issued in this area. This meant besides other things, the
use o0f Sanskrit as a court language. It was in the same area that
Ujjain a great cosmopolitsn centre of ancient India was located.
It was noted for the memories of Vikramaditya and Kalidasa. The
sae area Oor its neighbourhood produced the Devanagari script
which still continues to play a vital role in the cultural
history of South Asia.

The development of the Devanagari script is traceable to the
letters in the inscriptions of the Imperial CGuptas and thereafter
it becomes more marked in those of Harsavardhana, the later
Guptas, the GlUrjera Pratiharas and finally the CGahadawalas of

Kanauj.

George Buhler the famous CGerman Indologist speaks of Western,
Central Hastern cm.d %outhern varieties of Nagari. But they might
in all frobebllty/%ne regional variations of the sawme script.
According %o him, the first specimen of Nagari are found in the
copper plates of the Glirjara Princes of Kaira (7th Century A.D.),
Dabhoi atc.? The mosPigdnestibgitoldhsminerdttionyri tten throughout in

= noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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wand also the Kanheri inscriptions of the BSilahara Princes. Thaese
.tWO_With some others of the 9th Century show the archaic variety
of the Socuthern Nagarig. Its fully developed form is exhibited

in the Kautham Copper plate incised during the time of Calukya
Vikramaditya V. (1009-1010). This Southern Nagari differs from
the Northerm variety in some respectsg. The latest development of
the Southern variety of Nagari is found in the inscriptions of
the Vijayaﬁagar Kings { 14 = 16 th Centuries). It still survives

in the Balboth or Devanagari of the Maratha districts, It has

1
produced the Nandinagari used for'manuscriptuio. In the Northern
and Central India, Nagari appears first on the Copper Plate of
Maharaja Vinayakapala of Mahodaya, dated probably 794 A.D.
Archaic forms are noticeable in this record. There were fcew
inscriptions din the next Century. Their number increases after
950 A,D., and in the 11th Century, the script becomes paramount
in neariy all the districts Horth of Narmada11.

Tenth Century Calukya records show Northern Nagari forms of the
10th Century A.D. The Copper plates of the Gahadavala Madanspala
of Kanauj (1097) in Northern India, the Udalpur prasasti of the
Paramaras of Malwa, Nanyapura plates of Candella Devavarman (1050) g
Kalacuri Karna of Tripura (1042) c¢omtbtain good examples in the
Nagari scripts. The last two are from the Eastern past of Central
India. The Copper plates of Calukya Bhima 0f Gujarat is a good
specimen of the Northern Nagari of the 11th Century A.D. Finally,
good specimens of the Northern Nagari of about 1100 - 1200 A,D. is
found on the Copper plates of Jayacandra (A4.D.1175) of Kanauj, |
Calukya Bhima II of Gujarat (dated A.D. 1199 and 1207), Paramara
Udayavarman of Malwa (A.D. 1200) and the Qatnapur stone insgcription
Kalacuri Jalla of Tripurs dated A.D. 14 . Following the
invasions of the Muslims especially at the end of the 12th Century,
a large part of North India was brought under the Sultanate of
Delhi established in 1206, Thereafter, the power of Hindu rulers
was confined only to a few areas in the North9 though the South
continued be ruled by Hindu Princes till the early 14th Century
by which time that too succumbed, But the South rolled back the
Muslim power for a few Centuries, With the rule of the Muslims,

the number of inscriptions in indigeneous languages diwindled

and there was no further development, though the script was used
for purfisss of teaching and writing manuscripts.

Tn the Deccan and the South, the FRrahmi script developed into

nany scripts of which five are important. Among these, four are
devised to write foumgmggg;ﬁ&ﬂﬁa&gaﬁ@ggﬁm of the Scuth namely,

he Kannada, Telugu, ! gf%?&Tgﬁ&gifh%g 711. The Grantha script was

3
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devised to write Sanskrit in Tawilnadu. Except 'idi__lj_g thog.

other languages have nearly all the sounds in Sang irit besides

{5\
a few sounds peculi ar to the Dravidian languages. Th@lefurc

Sanskrit could easlily be written in tuose scripts. But it

be written in the two major lipis of Tauilnady -
the Vatteluttu and the Tawil lipi. Of these, the former was
used in the Seouthern Tamilnadu and the latter in the North,

The furmer went out of vogue with the expansgion of the Inperi

Colas in the 10th Century. They introdvced the Tamil

the Southern Tawmilnadu and made it a2 comuon scrint for the

whole of Tamilnadu, As Sanskrit could not be written in these
scripte; there was a htcd to devise a script to write Sanskrit
in Tamilnadu. The result was the grantha Saript wilch as a
script evolved in Temilnadu shares a good number of forme in
comiion with 1t, even in the present forms. The word grantha
(mcans bound together) denotes in Sanskrit a literary work.

Evidently the secrint used for mr1t¢n5 the Sanskrit works

]..J
el
o
s ,
1

the sane namﬁj). It is also called ® as a variety of Tami
used for writing Sanskrit .in Tamilnédu. At one time it was
prevalent throughout South India, though it is peculiar to
Tamilnadu, When.ﬁalayalam language began to borrow ?reely'
words as well as the rules of Crammar, tais: script was adopted
for writing the language and was known as Lrya eluttuTM, A
similar adoption of Grantha for writing Sanskrit was also made
in the Tulu country but the Tulu language uses the Kannzda
script. Between these two scripts, Grantha and Malayalan, there
is no real difference except the straight lines and angles in

the characters of the former are smoothened and written
; 3 e i5 5 ¢ o £ ; SR
cursively in the latter 2, The Telugu and the Kennada scripts

are practically identical. It is only the talaikkattu or the
top line that distinguishes one irom the cther, If this is

removed the similarity between the Grantha and Kalayaslanm

scripts on the one hand and the Telugd and Xannada scripts
; ; i : 14 :
on the other will become casily apparent “. A closer comparison

will reveal the forms of i,0;ya,ra,la and va are almost the
sarne in all five scripts. The form of *ai? in both the Telugu
and FHannada scripts closely resemble that of the Tamil scrint,
The Sinhals script of Sri Lanks closely resemblies the Telugu

L

and Kannada scripts, This similarity might have been due to the

act of the Grantha U the Sinhala script during the s
1 -

on
course of its evolution ?.

The evolution of t1@@$nmeNQmammFomwm©y be divided in to four
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
gtages as follows. -
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I. Archaic Variety: This period includes all that were written
hefore circa 650 A.D. This scrint developed fror the Brahmi
script found in South Indie especially in Tamilnadu. The archaic .
grantha stage is represented 1in some inscriptions of Vengi

and Northern part of Tamilnadu. The inscriptions of the Pallava
king Mahendravarman I and his imnediate successors are typical
examples of this stage of the script, The script is mostly
ornamental and florid. T.N, Subramanian thought that the script
could not have been in daily use and probably intended for
incising = - the inscriptions of Mahendravarman,
the one at the Tirucirappalli Rock cut temple is an exanple of
the ornamental type; while those at llandagapattu, Slyamangal an,
and Mahendravedi are of the ordinery type. Narasimhavarian's
inscriptions at Mamallapuram and those of Rajasimha at the
Kailasanatha temple are other good exanples of this perdod.

II, Trensitional variety or stage: This variety is found in the
inscriptions of the period circa 650-950 A,D, The records of

the later Pallavas and their contemporary Pandya rulers may be
noted in this respect, The Kuram Copper plates of the Pallava

¢
FParamesvaravarman, the Kasakkudi Copner plates of Nandivarman

Pallavamalla are some of the good specimens of this varicty.

IiI. Medieval Variety: This is found in some Fandysz
inscriptions and meinly in the inscriptions o

Thanjavur circa $50-1250 A.D., The larger Sinnamsnur Plates of
Pandya Rajasimha, the Anbil Plates of Sundara Cola, the
Kanclipuram inscription of Rajaraja I andé the Tiruvilankadu
Plates of Rajendra Cola I may be mentioned as some of the z200d
specinmens of this variety.

IV. Modern Variety: This veriety of the grantha dates from
about 1250 A.D, This is covered by the inscriptions of the
later Pandyas and the Vijayanagar rulers. Of these the
Ranganatha temple inscription from Sri rangam of Jatavarman
Sundara Pandya circa 1260 A.D. and the Dalavay Agraharawm
Plates of the Tirunelveli Pandya king Varatungarama Pandya

dated 1588 A.D, way be referred to as two good specimens in

[0)]

this respect,

The grantha script included the Tamil letter la in il alphabet
arid did not adopt the forms for the vowel letters both long and
short of Narthern BrahwmI but adonted the Tamil form
& Digitized by Noolahan Foundation. i
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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evolution of the two scripts for writing Sangsrit has been

briefly descrived and their importance cannot be overlooked,

ignidiesnte g8 1€

languages including Hindi and Marathi. With the

Ll ser _J|_\)J_
Further, it is becoming a

the writing oi Sanskrit for

-

'he Grantha script had a glorious past not only in the Dravidian

India but outside Indiz in Sri Lanka and South Fast

4

it has contributed to the growth the scripts ©f these

In Tarilnadi, it still contains tiHe valuable religloug
@ -

k}
a cultural treasurses of SﬁiVwa and Vaisngvism., The Agamas,
Yistu Sastra, Silpasistra, Jyotisa Sastra, Sangita Sastra,
sastra and sdéveral other fields of knowledge were writte

g o i S e
in Sanskrit, L%gJN 8 seript. Though a good number oi tlese agve

now published in the Devanagari, the importance of tile Grantha
script is not iwpaired. But the tumber ¢f students studying this
SOrLPt 18

from the Brahml script and used for writing Sanskrit have plaeyed

he decline, Thus, two important scripis evolved

and still

ing an jmportant »sle in the cultural history of
South Asie.
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A NOTE ON SANSKRIT HPIGRAPHY,

Epigraphy may he defined as the systematic siudy of the
inscriptions, Inspite of the warious viclssitudes, India has
nregserved a considerable numbher of inscriptions in the
dlfferent langusges that prevall there, Of these, a consider-

able number is in Sanskrit.

4

The éarliest inscriptions of India hark back to the time of
the Indus Valley Civilization (about 2500-1500 B.C.)., They
were inscribed on such materials lilke the seals and potlery.
Though a good nunber of them have survived to this date,
5till one is mot sure of the language of these records,
Scholars are divided in their opiniom regarding this
subject. Bome scholars are of the view that the language or
languages might have been of Dravidiam origin1. Yet, there
are historians and epigraphists whc do not agree with this

View.

After the age of the Indus Valley Civilization, there appears
to have beenm a long gap in the history of Indian inscriptions
till the glorious epoch of the Maurya emperor Asoka (3rd
Century B.C.). He issued a large number of inscriptions for
inculcating Dharma to his subjects and others wno lived 1n
other parts of South Asia nmot under his suzerainty and West
Asiaa. FEis inscriptions were written mostly in PrakritE. it
had become the language or one of the languages of the

Indian royal courts by this time, if nok before. Im a way,

it had become the lingua franca of India during the time of
the Mauryas and continued enjoy this position for about six
to seven centuries after Asoks. 3ut very soon, Sanskrit
already a well-developed and polished language with a
literary history of nearly two and a half mllennia, came

to he used in inscriptions too from about the first Century
BiCy and gradually ousted Prakrit from the inscriptionﬁq. In
sonme areas of India Sanskrit was the undisputed inscriptional
language, till it was used with the regional language, as
will be pointed later.

Sanskrit used in literature 1s diwvided intoe three yndsvu,
namely, the Vedie, the Epic and the Classical., Of thes
only the Classical Sansgkrit is used in the inscriptions,

though some inmscriptions have guotations from the Epics

ag imprecatory verses; ¥ soze othecre are influenced
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elther by Vedic or Epie ideas. When one speaks of Sanskrit
as a language of ths inscriptions, he means its function
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[he earliest seript af India is found in the inscriptiouns
of the Indus Valley Civilization., Some scholars Mold the
vi.ew that the Brahmi sgeipt frowm wiiich moet of the seripts

of the pressot day South Asiz evolved was derived from that
of the Indus Valley Civilization., The word Brahmi means
iderived from Brahma', the Hindu God of creatiom; it als
denotes Sarasveti the Goddess of learning and consort of
Brahma, Thus, the name of tHe Script symbolizes lecarning
espocially the sacred kunowledge of the Vedas in Sanskrit, It
is for writing this language that the script was devised.
This script was especially devised for writing San -kritj.
But as far as the inscriptional evidence goes, Sanskrit was
written in the BrahmI script about two centuries, aiter it
was already written in Prakrit. It does not mean that
Sanslk rlt was not written in Brahmi before this date, ™=
) S 4 gl o S Sk, * = . [ sourse
of time, from the Brahml seript that was in vogue in North

a, there developed the scripte of modern Indo=Aryan
1anguﬂ'eu. The deovanagari script also deweloped from the

me BoOurce,

This script which was originslly used for writing Sanskiit
d from the Brihmf gseript by the latler half of the
first millennium A,D, Besides Sanskrit, this script is now
used for writing some North Indian-langlages like Hindi and
Marathi, In the South, where the Dravidian languages
preduminatea Sanskrit wos written in the Brahmi script
foliowed by the protos=r gari and the regional scripts except

F

n Temilnadu where after the Brahmi script, tho gramtha

-

]
[ith
—~

rip

was aevised for writing Sanskrit, The use of this

L—f‘c?-‘-‘

seript soom snread across tiue seas fTo Sri Lanka snd South ~
Hast Asie. I[n these countries, Sanskrit was uged in the

royal courts, religious (Hindu and Duddhist) rites and somc
otier aspects of life, Thercefore inscriptional Banslkrit has

a history outside India too.

Sanskrit inscriptions are found engraved mostly on stone and

copper znd w0 lesser extent on materials like brohize, iron
TR Yy Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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whors  conbl deletPe bearing on the history of -Sanskrit

language and literaturc and the history of South Asia

in particular. The higtoriecsl =opects of these have

alrcady been explored tc a large extent but the literary
aspects are not fully cxhausted as yek.
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A recent Sanskrit ephigraphical discovery
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ir Sri Lanka.

tecently seven Golden Plates containing the famous Pfajna
Paramitra Sutra of the Mahayamists were discovered near the
Jetavanaramaya at Anurachapura in Sri Lanka. These were
written in Sanskrit in Sinhala script, |

Vide The Island 24.712.1982 p.8. It appeared as s news item

in this news papser.

Maureen Seneviratne, Knowledge incised OB Sovereien

Gold The Islamd, 23,01.1983% De 5
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”HREE PRAKRIT PRAQASLI“ - HISTORICAL AND LIT RﬂRY STUDIES

The three Prakrit E£g§§§;;§1 LIE are ﬁakem'wp for a detailed
amallysys Woth from historiical and literary points of view are

the Hathigumpha “inscriptiom of Khar avelad, the Nanmaghat

3 and the Nasik cave inscriptiom

of the time of Vési§§hipuﬁxafEUIMﬁévig. A1l these inscriptionms

have certain commom features. AlL of them are writtem in

inscription of I Vagammmha

Prakrit prome., A1l of them refer to or describe the achieve~
memts and persomal traits of particular kimgsB. Two of them
were lsswed at the imnstance of: the queems. Al of them afe
foumd im the u&kolFapathﬂ, two im the westerm and ome im the
ceastern portlom of Deccan6; Alll of them refer to the

© patromage of the kimgs to three differemt religions of
India, mamely, Jaimisms; Brahmamism and Buddhism, Theéy are
the earliest extamt speciuems of inecfipﬁiomal prasastis im
Imdia inm some form or other, Their dates ramge from the
second cemtﬁrw Bole L0 secomd cemtury A.De., even-if we.

give allowance ﬁor-fhe:diyergemt.views om the subject.

The important political, adminjstrativp, Pﬁonenlc, religious
and eultural .imstitutioms that are fowmd in- these prasastis
may be discussed mext, ‘

I. Polifical Imstitmﬁim@s:

I. Kimgship: The form of govermmemt was hereditary
momarchy. The king was to be endowed with all good
qualities?. K6 a further elaboration of the king's
good qualities and military skill, he is compared to
the epic heroes like Rama, Yuthisthira and a few
others in one g;gshstia. The queern-also was noted
for truth, gemerosity, mom -~ injury toe living belmngs,
forbearsnee and pemanceg The coromation of the
kimg was . of great signdificance in the 1ife of a king O
He gratified his SUBJOCtu]1. He sympathised with the
weal and ¥®€ of his subjectsig. In his early days,
the Primee umderwent. sufficiemt traiming ' befitting
his statuws and meeds, prior to boimg installed as the
crown-primcc. Kharawela is said to have undergone
2ll physical tralmlng necessary for a klng till his
fifteenth year 3; Thereafter till his twenty-fourth
year, he mastercd: t'l" wrlbﬁhotlc, the coinage
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and the rules regardimg the affairs of the stateTq.
Thus 1t is clear that the crowm-prinece was traincd
in- the best traditions of the ksotriyas. Quecms. like

4

Nagammilia and BaleosrY  participated actively im the
affaira cf’ uhe kimgdor: as is knmown from the two
inscriptions 5

Royal titles and cpithets: The important royal titles
and epithets may be divided intc fouwr types on the
bascs of this sigmificance as:

i. Those genmerally demotimg the pcwbr and prestige

17 18

sy and rajaraia “.

of the kimg 'like rawcié, Wﬁhﬂrqla

1l. Those colebratimg the politicall and military
achievements of the klng and his sway as, saka-
Yavana-palhava-mwisudana 9, khakharatﬁvasanmraVQ—;'

bxmakarQSﬂZO, llgammdatovapﬂtavahana Mahavijava 2

Dakhims thhrsara 5, Dakhlnanafhapatlaq, and
ﬁ @g&dhlgati i

iii. Those indicating the religiouws persuasion of the
kimg such as Khewmaraja 6} %lkgggg;_a? vadliaraia 28
and  Dhemarija®d.

-

iw. Those of the guoea l;kc'gg@éﬁgﬁiBo.

Raja: This is ome of the titles of the king in amcient
India, from the time 0f the R Rgveda. It had beem used
with referemee to kings of great power and prestige

im cowrse cf t14£3]. '

Maharaja: This is foumd from the time of the Later
Vedic Literatuwre, though its usage in Indian e¢pigraphy
is closely associated with the occupation of North
Westerm India by the Persiams and Sceythians. This
title occure im Ceylom epigraphy from the third
century B.Cs The use of this title didm't necessarily
1nd1ﬁato thnm the kings who assumed this title were
emperors, . thouwgh in the case of Khiravela it was
probably So.

Rajaraja: This 1s another high-soundimg title used
by Indian kimgs amd it is also comnected with the
contact that Imdia had with Persia and later the

Partniams who werggindaieabodemPensdan cultural
influences noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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1I. The first two titles in the secomd category refer to
inportant victories of Gautamiputra Satekarni against.
the Sakas, Imdo-Greeks, Parthiams ané Ksaharata satraps
who wewe powerful im the Westcrm part of mortherm
India. The destruction of the power of the K?aharata
satraps of westerm Indiz is further confirmed by
numisnatic and literary ¢ vidences~=, |

s tatoyapi ts y: The Satavahana ecumpire extended
from sea to sea from the East to the West and the kings
had maritime commergial activities with South East

Asia on the one hand and westerm Asia, Egypt and
especially the Romam Empire om the other. This title
seens #o refer to their commercial and not the political
influemce across the sea. Their commercial activities
are further confirmed h@-caiﬂagesj and the works of
Greelx and Rotan ﬁriﬁeréj@,

MahAvijapa: This may be taken to sigmify the great
conmquesta of Khdravela in India. )

[ wdwﬁ_m The word
g@higgt& oacu:nhin Vedig literature im the sense of
ovezianﬁ35r Kharavela built up am extensive empire.
The mucleus of the cmpire was Kalinga, wiich was kis
ancestral demain, The king took one of hls titles

'aiter the name of hkis country.

III.AlI.the four titles im.the third ecategory are used
‘with reference to Khiravela. The first two may probably
be takem to indicate the peace amd prosperity prevailing
in the kimgdom, Further Ksema means ' protectiom ',
'safely', well-being and happinessB&; 50 it may refer
to the protection or happiness afforded by the king.
The other two dafimitely indicate the religious leanings
of the Wimg, Though these two are commom to all Imdiam-
religious systems, they are used here with reference -
to the Jaima.pexsuasionm of the king., It is also interesting
to mote how Asoka was very much devoted to Dharma3?.-

IV, Mahade is the omly signmificant title of the gueen
found im ome of the pracastis, This is analogaus to
the hiigh sounding titles of the king, like the Maharaja.
Twe word Deyl means the queen as well as the goddess,

Digitized by Noolaham' Foundation.
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Gemelogy: Of the three imECFlptldnS, the first W&S igsued
by a sclom of the M,hameghaVahana dymasty and the other
twe by the Satavahamas. The gentalogy of the kings does not
go back to the nore tham two generations before that of the
comtemporary king. Ome of them refers to family of the
queemn also” ' ' |

Digvijaya: Indiam kings'after consolidating their power
in their-respactiwe.aﬁﬁestral dominions Or in some place
used to go on.penioéical'expeditiané aggimst.ﬁheir_
neighbours an"edjﬁining states to extend their Sph@re:
of influence. That, a klng should undertake a grand
digvijaya is enmﬁﬂﬁd ou him by the Indiam political
thinkers as ev14emced by the ggphghgggza and the Maha
bharata. Kautilya says, " Hence king shall endeavour %o
augmemﬁ his pdwer and elevate his happinesa39 ;: \This
aggressive irmperialisn was ﬁut the 1deal 0of only Hindu
kings but that of Budchist amd Jaina monarchs, inspite of the
enphasis om fihimsa by the Buddha and the Mahavira. One -
nay alte/fﬁﬁbms Buddhist ampexor Dharmapala whose wide
conquests are enmmurated i hlS Khallmpur ggﬁﬁgﬁ&gqo or
the Jaima Kharavela. '
Tl i
Khara avela wished to becone an eWperorals clear from the
account -of his 1gv¢33 s described 1n.the first inseription
and the reference to him as chaldcavati (cakravartin) in am
1nscrmptlom of his qucewq1g It is stated that he was destined
to have wide comquests as that of ‘b’enaz‘”fz.P Vena was a Yedig
persomallty and accordimg to the PaiLapurmmn Vena began
well and fell into Jaina here5343 There is no wonder that
a Jaima ruller's Lucal was one that was followed by aw
mllustrlouﬁ ruler of hls falth. '

The _;5nggxg of Kharavcla snarted im his. SbLOH@ relgmal
year and went om till hms twelfth.relgmal year, with some
intervals.. The major campalgms ‘of Kharavela scem to have
beem undertaken im three different dircctioms. The first
major military operations were underteken in the west omd
directed against the comtemporary Satavahana ruler Satakarmi
overlord of the Decean, and whose territory lay to the west
and comtiwuawg to Kallaga.,Tha forces of Kharavela were
victorious and took the city of Musika ( at thecomfluenca
of Krisna and Musi). This campaign apgarently resulted in
no pemanent annexation of part of the domindon of

- . Digitized by Noo aham Foundatjgn.
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probably the former., This victory seems to have beeu

7

followed by the defcat of the Vidyadharas, the Rathikas and
the Bﬁ&jakas“q; The territcries of the last twe were in
Northern Mah&rﬁ@tra. The terzitory of the Vidyadharas is

not certsin but it is probably contiguous to the S:tavzhana
domindons, & =

Kharavela undertook three éxpeditioms im Northerm India in
the eight, tentk and twelfth reignal years. In former times,
northern emperors Like the Nandas and Mauryas marched into
Kelimga. Now it was the turm, of the‘Kalimga overlord to
mareh northwards right into the heart of the once mighty
morthernm empires of the Nandas and the Mauryss. In the eourse
of the first expeditiom he sacked Gerathagiri (Barabar Hills)
and threatened Rajag3ha im Magacdha, This was quite possible
for Kharavela who was very strong enough to defeat Leeccan
rulers. Since the comtemporary political conditicne in
Northerm Imcdis were in a state of chaos and comfusicn and

thie Bactrian Greesks ¥Yaki mg/?ﬁw%f%fgﬂmaréhed through the
unguarded North Western rowtes of India and poured iatp the
heart of North India. The Greeks came umder Da wi (tal) 1
who was most prohamiy Demetrims I or Denetriws II or some
othzr Greek king into the Gange plein are said to have made
the

In the cowrse of his sccond cxpedition, he seems to have gome

&"1"
.

a hasty retreat on bhenrius nilitary canpaigns of Kharavela.
further into the Ganges plaim as is demoted by the word
Bharatavarsa which probably neaut the Ganges plaim and not
in whole of Iﬂd‘t. InclmeﬂtaWiy it is the earliést extent
episraphical referemce to Rha ratavaraa. In the course of his
third expedition, ir the No F4§ undertaken in his iwelftﬂ
reiﬁmal vear, me imvaded Mag, dha and ocecupicd Susangl The
contemporary Magadha kiag_Bphasvatlﬂltra ( Bxhaspatiﬂitra)
submitte” to him, It is mot certain whether he was ocune of
the Mi wra kir g 0f Magadha. If it. is so, then one has to
accept the view that Khéravela:flourished im the firmt.century
B.Co It was in the course dﬂ_this “XdelL¢uﬂ.Lhau Kharay vela
recovered an image of Jima taken awsy from Kalinga by a Nanda
king 300 or 103 years ago. The Nanda k1nb referwnu o was
probably | ahapaimn Nanda as he was the greatest of the Nanda
kinygs who s - power extended over a greater part,othortm India
and parts of De@can.The recovery of the Jaima iﬁage probably
sugiests the religioua=“ersuésiom of not only Kharavela but

the Nanda ruler whoever he was. ! somewhat similar course of
D|g|t|zed by Noolaham Foundatlon

actiom was followed ]

c ralers. For exanple,
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the victorious Pallava general of NarasiﬁmaVarmau T,
Paranjoti is said to have brought an image of the God
Vinayaka from the Capital of the Calukyas and consecrated it
in the Pallava Kingdoem, Sinilarly king Krisnadevardja of
Vijayanagar brought an inage of Balskrisuna - from Orissa
after defcating the Gajapati  ruler and comscreated it in
a special tenple. Khiaravela is said to have brought Locty
from Magadha and fAnga. This meamt that he either defeated
one Amga ruler also or hoth Magacha and Anga might hawve
heen wnder one ruler Brhaspatinitra. This seems to have
been the last of the expeditioms undertaken by Kharavela,
.accordimg  to this inscription.

The third major campaignm was directed im the Southern
directiom, There seems to have been more than ome campaign
in this directiom also. Im the course ¢0f one such Campalgn,
he captured the market towm Pithundra founded by the Ava
king. It is identified with Ptolomy's Pitundra - a city in
the wpper part of the Goromandel eoastha‘ Jayaswal takes this
to mean the kimg of Avas or Amdhras. Kharavela ploughed

it with a plough drawn by asses, This has been cne of

the methods of harassing and punishing an ememy. This mode -
of punishment is referred to im early Tamil literatureq?.

" Once agaim, Kharavela seems to have turned his attentiom to
the South in his eleventh reignal year. This time, he
concentrated his attacks on the Tamil states of the Far _
Sowtl, A comfederacy of Tamil kings probably consisting of

two or more of the three crowned kings (i.e. Cera, Cola

and Pandya dynasties) and minor chieftains had beconme a

source of danger to his expamsiomist policy and Kharavela
therefore tried to destroy the comfeaerqcy which was forﬂed
ome humdred and thirteem years - ago. Unfortunately, the
inscriptiom does mot refer to the details of the confederacy,
Iike the leader and the pérticipamts. Long before Kharavela,
the three Tamil states had become well- orgamised as evidenced
by the inscriptioms of Asoka { third century B.C.)4%, KatyGysna's
varttika ( fourth century'B.C.)so and Megasthenes51. As a

result of this expeditiom, Kharavela obtaimed much booty

which imduced the famowus pearls from the Pzmdya eountry.

Barua's reading and 1nterpxeﬁatloms of these 1ines di ffer
completely from this 2* =

As the imscriptiom emﬁ&ﬁ%éB;Nﬁiﬁamb&H&ﬁﬁﬁth reignal year,'we
do not know the sulsedQENN- Y LPLANaham.gg reign, had he
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cortimmed to rule. This is a comtemporary record, givimg
the events of Kharavela's reign year by year to the thirteenth

reignal year. hs such it is s unmiqie record im Indian Eplgraphy

and dlts dmportamcc canmot'}j e ¢ i ihﬁpite of. certain
poctic, exaggeratioms. As the imseription. was writtem by a
covri~post, the defects of the king weﬁe probably-glosaéd
OFETe Vet ome cann not dismiss this Lsua %ere.ewlogy om the
irg. There 1s leba.pame¢yrimlsm tham im nany of the later

4

imeeriptions. Some of the contents are Cumﬁlrm“ ‘by the

253

certain parts muweh of the information given here may be takenm

tinscriptions of hiis qweem o Inspite of the mutilation im
to comtaim some hiistorical kermel. The digvijaya might have
hesn bkased om the comvemtiomal pattern. Further, Orissa also
. secma to have preserved some events of Pre-Kharavela period,
sushl as the Namda relations with}Orisaa. The references to
ce~taln detalls regarding the cost of repalrs (35,000) %o
irrigatdon facilities and the~exnemditure.(58,000) ineurred
on the econstruetionm of his paldab are important as showing
fardilia Elty‘ﬁluh the State reudru% or the author himself -
miishd have becﬂ.ﬂ blgh_dl&mltnry in the kingdom like Harisguy
the writer of the Allahabad prasasti. Next to Ascka's
imscrlptlons at Teszli amq Dhauli)this'i$uih@ cariiest
importamt,epigrayhical record im Kalimga. . .

Im thﬁ second insc rlntion, the CﬁmGUuStS, of the Sate Jhuﬂﬂ
king | atukmrmm are subgegt\” by cer tadin eplthetb and
relerences to the ﬁlﬁgﬁ hurOLSm and pewer Hﬂ” the pe“for”émce 
of twol'géyﬁggghgg and ome rajasuya.Of the epithets Vira
(varrior), Sﬁrﬁ (herc) gpratﬁ@gga@r;g (of irresistible
orercignty) Dekidmapathepdti are notable amd further, the

kinlg is refsrred to am the first warrior omn the earth
surroumded by the oceans. The performamce of two norse~
sscrifices quggest twof great nmilitary ”QHQLeStS or two
successful dipgvijayas, the details which are unkuown. The
Vedic raiasiya sacrifice can be ecelebrated evem hy petiy
kings'™ 5¢; Rt the géjaéﬁxg_as detailed in the Mahabharata
it performable by v*ry powerfull kings after they have
comapleted a digvijaya “155 So takimg 2kl thes
coméideﬁation? it appears that Sat 1nﬂrm1 would hawve under-
digwija

SO — O SOV i
Laleldl & grrami e

The third tnacriptiom refers to the digyijaya of .
Geatardiputra oat,kur* 96 6me or more of the Major campalgns
scam Lo have beem directed ! ngainst the Sakas, Yavanas awd
Pahlavas of Western Bl ﬁ“Wﬁ@mﬂmmFOWW%MM& here probably

_ noolaharm.ofg | aavanaham.org -
rofers to Westerm Satraps or nmay reféer to the Saka chieftain



e
o1 chicffainsg of North West Imdia (including the Saka
Setraps of Westernm India). The Yavanas here were the
!

Indo-Greeks and Pahlawas { the Parthians). A1l these three

groups of foreigrers werc in th woestern part of North

e

india. It might be that the army of the Wes stern Satraps
included Greek and Parthiam ehieftains or soldiers or botha
The major carpaign or campaigns appear to have been under-
telenm agaimst the Westerm Satraps with whom the Satavahanas
carried om a grim struggle for nearly two ecen-uries. In the
course of this,bitﬁﬁrjsf“gg @, certaim pertioms of Northe
West Deccan and Kathiawar Penimsula frequentlw changed hands
hetween the Satavahamas and the Westerm Satraps5?.
Ceutamdputra éatakar@i is sald to have completely uprocted
tke comteumporary Kshaharata Satrapal family to which
Mehapana belomged. This is comfirmed by numisvatie amd
prolably literary cvidemnces. Besides, ome may reitsrate
fis elaim of re-establisshing the fame of the Satavahana
?dwlly'(whauL fortunes had sumg low just before

gutam$hutra Satakarmi's time due to the victories of

lizhapaia) . . the ecurse of his ¢igviiava, the Satavahana

uler seQDS'to'have recovered. the Lraditionmal torritories
r08t to the Westerm Satraps and went right into the heart
of the Satrapal domimions. His imscriptions at Nasik and

Po;na distriets chow that n“hmfm:;'s udhmﬂdulgw-and vigero

‘Deabhadatta was ousted from these pleaces.

“The mames 0of plates and mountaims enumerated s found in
~the empire of tho Euavqhana kimg, may geunera’ly be located
~m Penlasular India, It is doubtful whether a 1 the clains
¢f the Satavahana kimg are reliable. The ere 1s considerable

'Cxaggeraﬁioﬁ i the Qggggggg, as 1t was writien prohably
by -a eourtﬁpﬁot_cr SOmecne &n belﬂb his patrouage. Further,
the account of the &HQV%AQKJ might have been basced on the
aomvemtiunaﬁlpabtorn of dLWVleiu. Whatever 1¢ might be,

t be atleast soj= basis for such am aecount as some
af the claims of comquest by Gautaniputea ﬁatakargi BrE .
confirmed by other imdepomdeﬂt sources, The statement that
he was obeyed by the circle of all kimgs might be taken as

= reference tc tho ha&”ala theory enumerated hy Kautilpa

and pther political thinkﬂwﬁ of Ancient India. whomr the
‘nolan rulers follwwe&. Eis digvijaya ditself wmight hawe

Serean uﬂf mr {'—]}:{{_,]1 fCll.O‘L‘ia’"'l.nc-j the ‘.“.':

theory. or this word

rmandala here peant m@mm@bpwmmmmmF@mdﬁmm gpiye, or it gight
Ly S noolgham.org | aavanaham.org _
be just a pamegyrie of tho prasactd wrltor,
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Il. Adedndstratiwe couu_llc,q SUGIO rﬂilgluus and culturql

institutions,

The three pfa&hstis neinly hoast out military conquests of
the kings and their character-traits and hav“ very few
references to the administrative economic, socio-religious
and cultural institutions. It might be that the prasasti
writers inm order to wim over the kings by their flattery

were mcre comecerned with the achievements and persomali ty
¢f the king thamr the other aspects of his rule, Further the
former aspect would lemd itself for the pocts to show their

taelonts,

(a) Admimistrative and Econordie Institutions

4 study of three prasastis reubrmlly shows that the Crowm
Primgezparhlc1pavec in the uMHlHLStraElOH with the reigning
kimg78 as Kharavela did ﬁor nime years. The admimistration
was geared to the threefold pursuits(trivarga) of 1ife? as
emumciated by the writers om Political Iheury6o. The ward

61

nadalia (magumla might be a 1la arge umit of administration

like the province., Ome does not exactly know what is meant by

62

pera (1) Jjamapada”®, It is interpreted as 'inhabitants of

TR - 3
towns and districts, - city corporation and realm curporatloﬁ'6£+

In foreign affairs with regard -to his relations with other
- states, the king followed the threefolﬂ policy of chastiseuent,
alliamce and cnﬂcilgtioméb. This agqlu 1n61catus his familiarity

66

with Kaut11yam l{LdS
Gautamiputra is sald to have'ieviad taxes according to Dbarmaé?.
Vharivelq “XclptﬁJ the brahmins from taxes, sc also the

humdred masoms whom he' soitled to construct the tower.

These indicate thaﬁ‘g@neralﬂ?'atleast'in:theoﬁy, the king

WaS nxpeatwﬁ to le@v taxes justly and squarely and that there
_WU“L certain categories of people who were ex emnted from

taxes, Booty fron the defeated kings was a great source of
;kvgquemﬁ |

The army comsisted of the traditiomél fourfold divisions

of cawalry, infantry, chariots, and elephantry69, This is
Pld keeping with the ideas set by the In&l at political
thinkers like Kautilya ?O

The hlmb carcd for the weal and wee of his sumects?1,

gratifiecd his bubdﬁdvﬁﬂﬁuedwaﬁmﬁwﬁﬁ%umme'" cosslion
oy noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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Kharavela repaired the lossos caused by a cyclome in
Kalznq"‘jg Kharaveles inproved and extcnded gt great ¢

oF.
the irrigation facilities for the eeonomic improvenent of

his klﬂuuaﬂ?* Ome of the the various

-

types/%ifte that the king bestowed upon the bTﬂhﬂimS at his
2

sacrifices a \dakulna 7) The. daksina ircludad kgrohnmhas,

-c-‘-'—_;
guld, -silwer #dnd VlllaﬁeS. Karsapaima was 2 kiad of coin
use:l 1n.hnaiemﬁ Ihdia. ol

'ﬂcc)rulﬁ: o K.P. JTYPSW&7'n rO““lnF of

ins ”FLptl”m there'is a reference to Chinese silk, This is
quite possible as Sine-Indian conmercial relations had
begin atleast by the '

gm

celo-reilpgious and cultural Institutions:

As all these -are imﬁefcmﬂxﬁﬂt@dl they may be takem torethor,

The soclo~religious Varnauru“aﬁkd rog - comtimued to prevail

vlt1 great wigour: im the dtavdhnna enpire as evideﬁced Ty
the Ndblk’“raSﬂStl. Gavta“1putrd. Satakerni as a foilawer

of Srabmendcal Hinduise ig &ald to stopre

(confusionm of castes) and +hUb upheld tkc Sﬂrtk_idoals.
TILJ thb society was ca ste—rlu‘hn. The kings z~tion may be
@xp_almed im the context of the presenece of foedgners :

espeelally in Wes sterm India. In Iaior timcs, kings assumod

-

tities indicating that they upheld the vﬂrqur nac har”asdg-
,VcrLﬂﬁramaVVaraat;@pﬂmaﬂprquttﬂcw%ﬁﬂzgg catury ﬂngggg;gg*'
pAlakal®

the custodiams of Indiam cul ture as ageinst th: Mloeéhns

Saltas) who were becoming powerful in Western {ndia, The

. The Satavahanas at this tine played the r0¢olof_ _

/“-\

-85t1Vahana patronage to Bréﬁmami&al Hinduism .8 -further
e -

confirned hy the performance of elaborate sacrifiees like

(5 . 3 - s

the asvauecdha, r1|"‘uv - and others and the estowal of'a

variety of gifts to the Drﬂh¢lﬂ03 by an earlier Ring alh
his QICbng Thu queens” like ih:aJlmuka participated in: thu

sacrifices as the Sahadharnaca r¢ql of the king.,

The Hathigunphz inscripticm refers to the vigoious patronage
of “haravela to Jaimisr .The imemription ltseld starts with
a Jadlma form of salutation, as saldtation,ts Arhats and
salutation to all Siddhas. The vwery purpose of the inécriptiam
was to reeord sone of his services to Jaimism, He caused the
excavatiom of caves, serv1ng as shelters for monks; provided
other amewmities for the Jaima nonks, In his th rteenth reignal

{rme ¢ Ji el ':

yealy, OH.thO Runaid HiTd whe L
_Digitized b Noolaham Foundat n _

wag precched, he offered



-G
ar . whitie elothes #o the momks who died in the Jaina

fo hion by austerities and preachers om the religious
and comduct at the relic mengorial. Bven as a lay

he 15 said to have pealised the nature of Jjixg and

He is evem called a Bikhuraja

He ig said tto have
! ; ) . 91 '
beun seeing, hearing as reallslﬂg the halyan( s . He

sumoned a coumeil of the Jaimse monks from 211 guarters
ne ar the reliec depositary of the Arhat om the top of the

Kusarl Hili. As this part is autilated, 1t is diffiecult

tc have a complete picture of what happemed. Le set up four
co_umms inlasid with beryl at the eost of sevemty fiwve
thousand. He caused the text of the seven fold Angas of

tr» sixty four (letters). Unlike the Buddhist Canom, the

ey tamt Jalma Camon was compiled in later times ( £ifth
ceitury A.D.). One doesn't kuow the exact.aonuribvbwqﬁ of
Kb ‘ravela to this compilation. Onc'achoel 0f Jainilsm

ma imtains that thﬂre Were seven Aﬂgas. Some of the sixty
for letters referred to were mere. symbols. Kharavela's
pa’ronage to Jalhl&m:1S\LdftHQI_COﬂflrm@d.by am inseription
of his Queem82, ek

e { i 7 O 3 . 3 . -
TL + Naeik prasasti - ends w1th‘annexﬁamtatiom to renunciation

of all e qgoymemtq an ideal emphasized in Buddhism. The
§15

Sa1er9£§8asm1 refers to the 4 of a cave by the

8z "avahama king and his nother Balasrl and the gram® of

a «iilage to e JbeﬁHsh this.cave hy his som Vasi tﬁiputra
Pulumavi, The %Vah:nn‘s actlﬂb patromage. to Buddhism 1s
coc firmed by the extant archaeological renains im the
De-cam.

Th . kings were tolerant of other faiths. The tul ration
had heen of a positive type like th_t of'ﬁsdkaJB. A very

dawvoted Jaim like Kharavela patromised otheﬁ-se@ts&q.

St -umech Brahmanical Himdus like the Sﬁtévéhanaﬁ actively
pa wromlsed Buddhism. The comation of a cave to the

Bk 1davamiya Buddhist monks reminds us of Asoka's donation
of caves to Litvika nonks, '

,-
il
e
t"‘l‘
671

were patrcms of fime arts. Kharavela was
oroficient in music. He emtertaimed the people at his
canital with the display of (imstrumental =nd vocal) music

ani danci nr85 caused festivals anu.uamagas to be held

.

. s ' . . -, &
in his realm® . Gautamiputra Satakarmi also held Samajas™
It is interesting Digizegbydoajahat Foendationhad banned all Samajas

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



in his far-flung eupire (inelwding the Decce n)iJ. So after
hig death, therc had been a rewvival of all the festivals
and Samajas in the Deccan. The successors of the Mauryas inm

I
T

the Easterm and Western Deccan seen to nave lifted this arn

f’u
L

amd patronised these cultural activitices, It is also
sligrificamt +to note . ° a Jaina king indulging in wars

as well as in fine arts,

. - - 9 1 T il - ki - . .
The HatmlﬂuL“ha inscriptiom refers to Kharavelas oullding

activities, He huilt a great palece as great kinmgs did before

and after him. Further, he is said to have built execllent
towers with carved interiors,

Thus, durimg the period of thekh three inscriptioas, Brahmanis:

Budihism amd Jainisa flourished side by side in the Deccan,

These three imseriptions are also important for the general
history of ancient Tandia. It is fron these inseription that
are able to know atleast some details about Kharavela,
Satakarmi I or IT anc Gautemiputra Sétakarqis about whon
we know very 14t¢lt from other sources. We would not know
about the digvijaya amd the b persomality of Kharavels snd
GautamIputra, 1f ﬁot for theée records. Further, we kaow
somethimg about the pro-Khirawels period of Kalinga histony

we

allsc_from the Hathigumphka inseription. The Nanda oecgupation .

of Kalinga, referred to in the Hathilgumpha inscription is
confirned by the Puranas,

I1I. Litersry Aspects: Of the three 1abcr1ytudru, only two
are important from the literary point of VLLWQ The other
record 1s partially nutilated and is of very little value as
a piece of literary-aampasitiongor

Ll though, these inscriptions were written in Prakrit prose

for the history of Prakrit anil Sanskrit prose, The use of
long éompoumds is a notable festure iﬁ;Lu*Sb-rOG(f\ 5. In the
Hathi gunipha inseription, the lomger conpounds consist
generally of fiwve to six words, as for example:

elelie— rGUﬂ"PaﬂﬂﬂdﬁWuVah”r?_V+Jhl"VLudrﬂ1huP
ﬂpa»ﬂqtﬂ—glta-VPu*ta sarndasanahi &

But the Nasik iascription has still lomger compounds

f“ﬁlmdlng us, OL Lhe M@EﬁSbWNMﬂmmnFNW@NQMbauth One nay eite
i noolaham org | aavanaham org : :
for cxamples

the style of atleast two imseriptions ig of great inportance

I3
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~Patigahita sasenasav arqna—lok=—uaﬂvlﬁ95’

Vi jha~chhavata-Parichata sahya Kanhagiri-nacha-siritana-
O
~chakars-pavatapatisa

Malaya-Mabida-~setami s

T e i

Th:re are alliterative effects and assonance in the above
i

ex-nple, For further @XﬁﬁPW S; 'ome nay ei

9%

‘atavibitagopura-pakara-ni vesanan”

deitﬁlkunura -~ kidika

”aﬁugahmmaﬂﬂk?ﬁi sﬂtﬂ sabasani,..

ajhira fba¢a vnt F 1t1”nar1r* o &
G¢

‘hajagaja mara radha bahulsan dandam _ -
virasa slrasa dethq&tﬁcﬂhﬂuJ dakhinapathapatino
-8 ti‘ia"” ya “"Chafv'a\fl?‘*u_ &l

Varhvaramavikqmﬁ charuV1kaaasa

- 4 i 5 5 1
Bhujagapatibﬁogapimawataulpuladlghasydabhugasa
e . : s - - 5 . - ] -" lf"-\ ‘
porajana mlvmsasavamaeukhadukkhasa :
R - 102
naliadcvinahar ama“dLRHthraJupltuduJﬁ_“

Im the examples gquoted above, some 0f the Camdﬂv wds remind

"
153 [

us 0f the &jas' emphasised for prose by Dandin in 1qter
. 103 .. ... ' ;

tir es “Ek There are altogether ninetecn e= Laql-vﬂrbs 104 -
(o2 . T i 105 o y E:

bevides a faw part101ples J}aﬁﬂhlnflnltlﬁec Y& froro tha

o gadl base, im the first 1:“cz.mt1bﬂ.'gxcﬂy*ﬂc of simple
verbal forms are mot IHCKLHETO?, The prepomderance of <causdl
forms nmight have heen due to. the 1m,t that the author
enyner&tes the aghieﬁemeﬁts'oﬁ the kinmg in war and peaceful

' - might b& that the author was fomd of eausgl

pursults or

ot

forms, The use.of thiazdﬂr1Vqu re forr: shows sone deveiopv

e IEU, oy | Ay e
ner € 4n the lapguage.

The seecond inscription has only three past participles ~® im
the extant rortions. All these are used in the pasaive voice
wiin th@_lr&truﬂkhtd+ case, Onu suCh ﬁdrﬁa(ulnn} is repeated

in the enumeration of the king? & various gifts to unb Dr”hJLPS.

The third iﬂsariptiom has ‘a paucity of verbs. Of the+l2 lines

in the Lnsc““otloq, there is only ome verb -

5

par ticiple for 'the first nime lines zné pa

temth lime., Besides, the s;wolg Gresnwt'verb!h
regoated twicé im 1imes 11-12, The lack of verbs in the
ma:;r'pbr? of the 1nscr1vt10n.deallnt with the achievenchts

)

of the ki pr is compemsated by the sbundant use of colpuun1

¢ kings in thesc lnqcrﬁpxlams “re praised particularly
tmedla Noom n1Foundahon
1th referemee to ﬁ@ gdam.aig Litary congquests,
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brave T¥y Coupassion, muwnifieience and other qualities worth
of emulatiom. This form of nraisimg,kings remind us of the
Epice and especially the kav ya8, through the inseriptions are
aomparativoly frece fron liﬁsrwry sokellishiments and

exagperations,

-y

For exeanple, Kharavels is Praised as " the sreat king,  the
3 i3 i ; Lo’

e
lescemdant of | TﬁﬁlfPhavmhﬂﬂe, the increaser ( ¢f, the glory)

0 S
B @

the Cheddl dymasty’ (bﬁdOVbu ‘with exeellent works and

H:

tures possessed of virtues which have realiscd

73

eF: ( the ends
" fiite 3 : "1l -
of) the four qualLtiesm the overlord of Kalinga e . But
there is greater claboration in the Tauamhat i'scriptiom and
¢gpecially the I du1k1“nscrLrtan, buow¢ng greater elaboration

, ; 11
and embelllshments” 9. from one to mnancr_da ticie went om.
The praise onm *autqmlnquL qu«k arndl shews greater elaboration
and fiLéB Gbrhapu a nocre dl?ﬂlil&ant stamp of the hero of &

kavya. He is coupared to the nountaing 12 and some prominent

.....er

Zpic hoerces 1-3. His wonderful feats in bﬂftles arg>~gompared
0 sone; furc:s:oi'natwre and supcrnaturdl beings like the

wind, the (aruda, the Siddhas, the Yaksas, the moor and. the
sun114 Tuwthcr he is bpamegyrised as the "undque “here, unique
contr oLle“:'umlque archcr-nwn,TEE He is udl] to be the abode
of traditiomal ;rvﬁ refuge.-of the v:rtuwusa mﬂjlum of fortune,
the fountain of good fortune 1T&. | '

Lgalp, there is contrast in the desceriptiom of the gualities of

the hero. Une the one hand, Gautardputra Sstaksrni was an

ggressive rmilitary comqueror but at Lhe sane time he was very
compasgiomate in tL %Zhb Was aliem to hurting 1ifs even towards
dﬂluflxﬂd¢mf enerty = o A similar picture iay be noted in the
case.of KhAravela also,
Of these taree inscriptions, bnly cne]TJ has sonme figures of
sﬁoach_oﬁ which there are g fcw_ similies. These were drawm
from mature, BEpics anf Mythqlorj, Lo complete simile. Hay be

o

Be&n as Ior exanple,

119

dlivasak rakarav1b0dtha thnlavimala sadise qdanﬂvi
The king's face iS'séiﬂ to,bu as boeaitd ful amﬂ pure as the
lotus bloomed by the Fdj“ of the sum. It was so fresh and
fine, free from any blom;shea.lmxe the lotus bloamed anew in
T

the natural way. Usually the poets do not giwve the attribute

Ak

escribec as lovely Eﬁ’@tlfeé(byﬁeolahém Foundation.c ke 0f the full-moon
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

0of eomparison, whereas it is Zivern lLere, His - iloasant sight %
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He is comparcd to the best 0f uiephamis, in hi. gask .

The oplithet varavex 2o, This miles out an

ordinary clephant drawn (from nature,

In his prowess! “he xingris, cor.ared “o fana egava  and
s o il R g 5 _‘_w_'iz..' o o s T - i iy, = - -

Arjuna of Fpig iane 2, His ‘amous hattles are ecompared o

those. fougkt against the forees of Hature and supernatural
- g _ okt i s g ; 127
beings like the sum, wind, Garuvca. Iaiga and Vidyadharas “.

His arms worc ! as roumded and muscolar, broad and long as

#i4 a el g Ry Al e T st R R T : i~ Ay
the folés of Adisesa Lord of sespunts and bearer of the

A 124 G GEm ek o s _ ;
eapth) “. 1bt as the Ldigesa benrs the burdan of the carth.

the king wears the burdem of the kinglon.

The Tiranhu hikl is -

cave thet is domated

- - - - 1y - e Py, el { ey il = 1 . i oot R
mansion sk the holy ahode (kAllasa) 00 ©

toleratiom . of

indicates the®rell i0d als0e The

above similes have boen irspired by T and mytholosy.
- It is Fmportant to mote that sach similes occur for the first
time in epirrapky in the WNasik dlmscristion. ‘might have

been drawm from or influenced by the eerly that wore

extant then.

Taking sll the features of this Jiterary aspect into
comsideration, ome wey state that tacse three inscriptions

throw some light on the cdevelopment .of Prakrit end Sanskrit

prose as wcll as Sanskrit kavyss. The cevelopment of Prakrit

prose raf] cts the parallel development in Sanskrit. Ls we

do mot L-aVc any ew“ly suec‘ﬁoﬁ of Senckrit prose in: epigraphy
“hofore Rudradamen I (150A.D.), the evidence of these Prakrit
'1nﬁcr1ptluns ig interesting, especially when #e -consider the-
lomg compounds; alliteratiom, assosencc end siailies which
are ﬁramﬂ-from the Bpics and mythology. Thuy ay perhaps in
a way help us to trace the origims oi smseriptional - pragdasti
to the Epicss Further, the high flowm style in prdse a8

foum? im the Nisik inmscription, forshadows khe more elaborate
prose: vstyle of the Allahaled stone pillar inscripelon of
Samucdragupta and the prose works of Bana an’l Subandhu of
later times.

Further, these imscriptioms on the wkole, suggest the
prevalénce of the Samskrit kavyz traditiom in the two.
conturics before amd after thé christian Eras They;also
heip-us to trace the. development of the carly kégxg after
‘that of Valmiki. {(4th Cu Bu0.) %o those of Asvaghosa (1st

cemtury A.D.) Thondmitd Iaanism 22 oL probabllity



becoming popular so that the wr1fer@ ¢cf these inscriptions
too seem to have been imfluenced by its The Hathigumphﬁ
inscriptionm is the earliest lithic record writtem in the
Kavya style so far discgvereflib

Althowgh ome cammot speak of a definite form of an
imseriptional prasasti in Prakrit or evem Sanskrit at this
time. Yelt atleast two of these insecrirtions { Nos. 1 and 3)
are the specimemns of the earliest extrnt lﬂSSBl“thﬁql
pradastii im the stases of its evoluiicn. It is only in
later times that the inscriptiomal gggéggﬁi came tb_have
defindi te form as foumd im the Sanskrit inscriptions.
Therefore, these Prakrit inseriptions help us to trace

the origim and development of Sanskrit imseriptiomal
prasastis also.

PR R AR A RN R KRR K ERK G R KRR

1. These are prasastis omly in a very limited sense. For
the definition 0f an imscriptional prasasti vide the

presemt writer's "_A study of Sapskrit | inscriptiomal

prasastis im Indis wp to tre ond

e e Tt

;& the Tifth cemtury

i

AeDs" unpublished M.A. cessertationm submitted for the
University of Ceylon, 1969, p.&.

2. (I) Epigraphia Indica, VoL.XX, PP« 79-8%. (II) Sircar D.C.
Select Imseriptioms, Vol.I, Calcutta 1965, pp.213-221.
(ITI) Law, N.N. Wimtermitz Memorial al Number, 1638,
Pp.259~285. (IV) Sashi Kant, The Hathisumpha imseriptiom
of kharavela and the Babru Fdict of Asoka - A critical

study, Dellki, 1971, The present writer rainly follows
(I) amd (II).

3+ Sircar, D.C. opt.eit. ppe 192197,

he Eplgraphia dmdiea, Vol. VITII, pp. 60-62, Sircar,D.C.
opt. eit. pp. 203207,

5 1Im this articleﬁ these Inseriptions are referred to as
Im&. 1,II;,III. The Hathigumpha imscription is unique im
" the semse that 1t refers to the career and achicvements
of Kharavela year by year to his 13th reignal year,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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* Irs, I.in the ecasterm and II and IIT in western Deccam

ImS.T, L.T Cis ImselII. Ll. 3-1C for greater details.
Irs.IIT. L1, 8-9. ; :

1r.8,I1T, L1,9-10, It is said tiat Balasrl had d11 these
befitting the partner of a hlng. ' '
TnBely L3

Ins.I. L"*'__- P (B Tt 4 ' e
Irs.IIT. L.5 cf. Arthasastra I. XIX. e
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For further references to this and the two following titles-
vide the writer's unpublished dessertation "A Study o o :
UHESKrlf - Ingceriptionmal Prasastis in India up to' the end of
tv “Eth cembtury A.D,".

K. Nilakemta Sastri (Ed.), 4_Comprchenmsive History of
India, Vol. II, Calcutta, 1957, pp.510-312.

Lkbfjl, ReKaey Amcient Imdlam.ShpoLHg Lomdon 1912
pp =5

gtrabo, Plimy, the author of the Periplus and Ftolemy.
Ve jasaneyd Samhdta, 9.20: 18,28.

Mogler Williams, Sarakrlt— Emglluh chtlonarv, Oxford_Unlv.,
1872, packl,

Vile Asokas' Imscriptioms especially the 7th pillar Edict.
Vide Ins. II. Cf. Sircar D.C. Ope éite’ Dhe 190-192. '

uEDhQSQQtIH V1.2 "Tasmacchaktim Siddhim ca ghutetatm&ﬁyd?ube”
victum', The translatiom givem is that of R, Shamasastry.

Epigraphia Indica IV - pp. 243-53,

Sircar D.C» Ccpe.cit. p. 222,

Vide Tase T Tele |

Apte, VoS., Sanskrilm,Jigishadrbinanary, Delhi, 1959, p.532.
Vide ‘Inse I Ll 5__60.0Iaham.or_g|aavanaham.org
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The word mtarapada (Samskrlt uttarapatha) uswally ‘me amt;
Nortlk India, '

Majumdar,R.C. (eda) T he Age of Imgeg;gl f”.m Bomhax, 1953,
Pe 21k _
Pursnamure it refers o *the Pandya . king Palyakasalal

mmtnkmﬁumlpperuwalutl, as having ploughed tha streets of
enemies' territories with asses.

Sircar tekes this to meam 1300 years-vide Select :
Inseriptions, p.217, footmote. Evem if this read im this
way, it may mot actually bé so but may ‘meam BOmMe hungreds
0f years.

Rock Edict, II, L.2.. Coda pada-satya-puto keralaputGeea.s
Varttika on Pamimi IV.1.168(Pamdya); IV.1.175 (cola)

Mac Crindle (Tr.) Amcient India as described by Merasthene
and Arriam, Londom, 1977. p.159.

Law, N,N. 0p. cit., pp. 267,279.
Sirear, D.C., Op, cit., pp. 221-222.

Narendramath Law, Aspects of Aneiemt Indiam P L;ﬁm CU P,
1921, p.97.

Ibid, 'yasmzm sarvam sambhavati _yasga sarvatra pijyate/
yasta sarvesvaro raja rajasuyam ¢a vindati //
Mahabharata II.13+47,

For identificatiom of place names yide hllakantanastni,
KeAo (Ed.) The comprehemsive history of India,Vol.II,Ch.X

Che XIT. Vaaumdar, R,Co [Ede), Opetite,

Yazdamt (Ed.) Early History of the Deccam Parts I-IV, 0,U.P.
1960, Ch,II,

Cf. Ins., III with the Inscriptioms of Nahapama and
Rudradaman yide Sircar D.C. ODe Cite pPpe 164FE,

Vide 1Ins. I. L.2.

Vide Ins. III. L.4.

Arthas@stra - I. VII.

Vide Ims. IIT, L.3.

e, Te Dol

L.W.N.Ne op._git. p. 227.

JayaSWal Vele Engraphla Indica Vol. XX, Do 86
Vide Ims. I. L.10.

Kautilya refers to sixfold policy which includes these three
also. Arthasastra, ¥Yils Is

Vide Ins. III, L.5.

"Vide, Ims. I. L1, 10,13, of Arthasastra.

Ibid. Ims. I. L.5.

Arthashstra  XX.lh.

Viae'lns.'I. L.h.
Ibid. L.3.

Ibid,

Vide Ins, II,L1. 6f{,

Vide Ims, :III. L Phitized by Noolaham Foundation.:
' ~noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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79
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82.
83.
84
85
86.

87.
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89.
90.
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92.

93.
I
95w
96.
97.
98.
9.9.

100,
101,

102,
103,
104

105
106,
107.
108.
109.
110

57

'whose soverign power was employed im the proper
arrangement of castes and orders of life' Epigr
Indica. Vol., IV. pp.208ff, (With references to
ﬁEgﬁﬁgkarvardhamax am ancestor of Harsa)

'the protector of the four castes and orders' Epigraphi
Indjes vwoll, III, pp. 120ff, (with reference to Harihara
1T of the Vijayanagar Empire). _

Cf. Similar twraditiom about Asoka.

The five Mahzkalyames im Jainiem comsist of Descent,
Birth, Imitiation, attaimmemt amd Fimal Deliveramce in
the life histonry of Jina. But the kalyanas here may

be taken to represemt such good primeiple of humam action
as those memtiomed by Asoka im his pililar Edicts. wide
Law, N.N, op.cit. p. 282, footmote 218,

Sirear, D.Ce, OD.¢it.,, pp., 221=222,
Vide Rock Ediet, 12,
Vide Ims, I.L.17.
Ibid. L5

Ibid.

Vide Ims, III, L.8.
i.e. Rock Edict I,
Ine, <le & LEL.

Ins, Il

Ins. I:1.2,

Ibid, L.5.

I8 T1Ts TaBe
Ibid. 11, 2-3,

Tnge I. Le2
Ikic.

Ins, I.Le7.
Ibide. L.5.

Ims, II. (L.2-~3). For the influence of these lines om
the subsequent inscriptiom yide Ins. III, L1.7.

Imse ITI, Lob..

Ihj.d:o'gLi-ﬁn

Tbid,, 5,30, _

K‘éwa‘darsia 1-80. Ojas samasabhujastvametadgadyasya jIvitanm.
ice. Papumati, patisamkharayati, bamch3payati, karayati,

rathapayati kidapayati, pavesayati, karapayati, payayati,
patithapayati.

Nivesitam.

Karayitum,.

i.es upalabhate, yacchati.

huta, yitham and dima may be moted.

karita (cawsal part participle).

Ins, I, L.1,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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111, Cf, Ims. II. 11.2-3 and Ins, III, 1-9,
TS, Taky TTT, 1. den,
113, Ibid., 7-8.
114, Ibid., 8-9.
115. Ibid., 7.
116. Ibid.,
17, Ibid., &,
118, Ins.,IIT.
119, Ibide, L.3.
120. THE, S T, 3~k
121, Ibid.,Loke
122, Ibid., L1, 7-8.
123, Ibid., L1. 8-9.
124, Ibide, 1-4o
125, Sashi, Kant, Qp. cit,, p. Gb.
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 SOME  ASTECTS OF PRAKRIT INSCRIFTIONS.
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The Indeo-Aryan languages constltute one of the major families
of speech in South Asia. From the original Indo-Aryan
language developed the Vedic Language (the language of the
four Vedas and their constituent parts, the Brahmanas,
Eranyskas, Upanisads and SUtras) which is generally considered
to he a hierardhical language and the various Prakrits
(Prakrit means raw, natural, unpolished etc.) from which the
modern Indo-Aryan languages of South Asia originated, The
Prakrit when polished becomes Sanskrit., A later phase of the
Indo~Aryan language which is polished and systematized by

the famous grammarian Paqini by about the 5 th century BeCe.
or a little earlier or 1éter, is known as "Samskrt" or
Sanskrit, as it is called in Fnglish., But, generally, the
entire range of language used in the Vedas, the Epics and
Classical 1iterafure is called Sanskrit,

As a literary language, Sanskrit has a continuous history of
nearly four thousand five hundred years but as a language of
the inscriptions, it was used from about the 1 st century
BeCos; whereas Prakrit and Tamil'were used from about the 3rd
century B,C. in the iunscriptions. Unlike Prakrit, Tamil
belongs to the Dravidian family of speech.

Prakrit inscriptions are found all over India except perhaps
in Asgam and Tamil Nadu, They are found outside India in
Afgheanistan and Central Asia which were subject to Indian
influences also. The Prakrit records are usually short or

of medium length, There are hardly any inseriptions which
can rival the lengthy prasastis found in Sanskrit. It is
als0 quite possible that several Prakrit inscriptions like
nany literary works were lost particularly in Northern India
which was subject various invasions in historic times
especially those of the Muslins,

Another notable feature of the Prakrit inscriptions is

that they were written in two scripts, namely the kharosthi
end the Brahml . The kharosthi script was used in North
West India and beyond which were subject to Persian
influences and the BrahmI script was used in the other
paris of India. These were engraved usually on meterials
like stoneicoppergmvﬁlvw

gitized by Nooll']a%am %oundaﬂon
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The importance of these inscriptions for the study of the
early history of India from the 3rd century B,C. to the 4th
century A.D, 1s immense. They throw considerable light on
the Dharmavijaya of Asoka. If not for. these, the historian
0f Asoka has to be satisfied with the evidence from the
literary and other sources, some 0f which are biased,

The personality of Asoka as revealed from the inscriptions
is more dynamic than from the literary sources. He was very
gcleetic, though he accepted Buddhism after the Kalinga war,

Several kings of indigenous and foreign extraction who ruled
after the Mauryas in the lNorth and South are known from
these records., The political, administrative, economie, and
cultural history of India from the 3rd century B,C. to the
Lth century A.D. is reconstructed mainly from these
inscriptions and literary sources.

Further, the inscriptions are more reliable than the other
sources, These mostly refer to contemporary events and the
composers oi these records usually write what they have
personally seen or in which they themselves have participated,
These are also not subject to any interpolation or change
after they are engraved. As they are engraved om more durahle
materials, they survive for a longer time., As such, these
inscriptions whether they are long or short or fragmentary

are of immense value to a historian of ancient India,

The word Prasésti is of Sanskrit origin, It is derived from
the root o 5ams", "to praise' with the upasarga "“pra" and
the suffix ”ti”1. The word thus formed means the ''action of
praising or eulogy’, It may also be interpreted as "oralsing

in a special manner”a.

The word occurs in Sanskrit  literature right from the earliest
stratum, namely, the Vedic literature down to later times,

It is found in the hymns of the Rgveda, especially the
“Danastuti hymns”B. But one is not sure as to whether it
oceurs in the special meaning as found in the inscriptional
eulogies in Sanskrit., In the above mentioned hymns, ' the
praise of the God is united with the glorification of the
victorious king', In some way or other, there scems to have

been a certain histouxmjicesommeatdnboibetwecn these two forms
; noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
of eulogy. .
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The Gathzs and the Narasabsis found in the later Vedic
literature are closely related to the Danastuti hymns in
this respect. Gatha wezat a song and later a distinet
type of composition. As a NarasamsIgatha, it consti#uted df
those eonge which celebrated tr“ heroic deeds of men. The
Indragathas celebrated tae heru1c deeds of Indra, They
formed sucli a necessary element of Vedic sacrificial
ceremonies that they were included in the rituals of some
great gacrifices like the asvamedha. These two also may
he taken to be the direct precursors of the heroic Epics.
t may therefore be inferred that these constitute the
important antecedental forms of prasastis. Just as the
Gathas and NarasameIs in the later Vedic literature appear
to have some antecedental elements of a prasasti, the Epic
literaturs also contains elements of similar nature. The
nuclei of the Ppics constituted 2 cycle of heroic songs
extolling particularly the Kuru-Pancala and the Tksvaku
clans., They are closely related to the @athas and
Narasamsis. There are references to the praises of heroéa
by Sldas, magadhas and vandins, in the Epics. They were
bards or wandering minstrels who eulogized their patrons,
whether they were kings, chiefteins or affluent persoans,
Im the inscriptional eulcogies wuether in Prakrit or
Sanskrit or Tamil or any other Indian languages, reference
is often made to the Epiec heroes as models or ideal types
toc be followed and eulogized by them,

The tendeney to eculogize and praise a henefactor, whether
he be a CGod or a seccular leader or a king is a marked
characteristic of the literature from the earliest times.
Just as the Ipic poems dcveloped out of the tendencies
inherent in ths Vediec literary elements such as the .
Danastuti, GARth3 snd Narasamsi, the same 1litcrary
tendencies contributed to the growth of a panegyrical
style of composition culminating in the developument of
grasésti litsrature.

Next to the inscriptions of the Indus Valley Civilization,
the earliest extamt inscriptions of India are those of the
Mauryan emperor Asoka who held undisputed sway over a
greater part of India and the present day Afghanistan in
the 3rd century B.C. The emperor got the inscriptions
engraved on rocks,Diglized byhoolahan koygdation. These records were
’novlaham. org | aavanaham.org
mainly about the Dharma that he sought to preach to the
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people in his far-flung empire and outside, aftor the
conquest of Kalinga. & few inscriptions refer to his
inclination and patroaage o Buddliiom, though he was very
eclectic, As far as the prosent stage of research on pre-
Asckan times is concerned, Asoka does not appear to have had
any indigenous model for his inseriptions, Probably, ne was
inspired by the precedent set by the Achsemenian emperors
of Persia who maintained political, cultural and commercial
relations with North- Western India and Afghanistan which
also formed part of the vast empire of Asoka and his two
immediate predecessors. (Candragupta Maurya and Bindusara),
In all probablity, Ascka seems to have emulated the
Achaemenian example, though the contemt of the two sets of
inscriptions (of the Achaemenian and Asokan) differ considerp-
ably, as pointed out in a separate article in this collection,
The Asoken inscriptions are not.praééstis though they praise
in a way the efforts of the king in his pursuit of Dharma
vijayas Further;, it is interesting to note that though
Sanskrit continued to be the wehicle of Hinduism, higher
learning ard wisdom for severasl centuries, Prakrit was used
in the inscriptions, from the time of Asoka (3rd B.C.) %o
the 3rd century A.D., in the North and 4th century A.D. in

the Southq. But graduelly Zsuskrit bocame popular as a
language of Indian ianscriptions from about the dawn of the
Christian Era and blossomed forth during the tinme of the
Guptas and later, As far as the non~Sanskrit literary works
prior to Asoka ere concerned, one may point out the Buddhist
Cenon in FPeli (a Frakrit language) and the earliest portions
of the Jaina Canon, But they do not appear to have influenced
him in this respect (inscribing on stone), Several Prakrit
inscriptions were written after Asoka for about five centuries
in the North and six centuries in the South., The popularity
of Buddhism and Jainism in the courts of kings during this
period probably accounts for the popularity of Prakrit. But
with the resurgence of Hinduism, Sanskrit the sacred
language of Finduism naturally became popular.

Among the Frekrit inscriptions, there are mamy in which the
hero or the patron alone or with his ancestors art praised
in one or few lines, Such inscriptions are not treated as
prasastis iu the full sense of the term. Therefore; at this
stage, it is necessary to define an inscriptional prasasti

to have a proper undightebddbyNooghanuFoundaiis. subject,
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org - .
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An inpscripitional Wraac sti may be defined ag a form of
literary composition on stone¢ or metal, which usually
rdegeribes & king in a spscial nannsr ( as in a kavya efics)

with reference to his genstlogy, titles, fame conquests,

oo

adminietrative measures, patronsge of religion and
culture, qualities, talents and other accomplishments

worthy of emulatiom,. Such a composition usually begins

with an. auapicious symbel or werd or a salutation to a
deitfy and onds with a blessing or wish for the welfare of
¢ and the couniry. It is written either in prose
or veérsge or in both; some times, it bears = date”B.

‘
& study of inscriptional prasastis writiten during the
different epochs of Indian history, in various places shows
that prasasti has become a distinect 1iterary genre on stone
or metal as stated in the above definition, Some of the
Senskrit inscriplions clearly refer to themselves as
srasastis, whereas there are others which do not refer to
their literary genre but contgiﬁ all the elemenis necessary
paragraph, the carliest inscriptions Pf India were mostly
in Prakrit followed by those in Sanskrit and other Indian

for an inseriptional prasasti As noted in an earlier

languages,

Unfortunately, among the extant Frakrit inscriptions,'only
a few contain zll the salient features of a praéaati. of
these, the Hathigumuha inscrintion of Kharavela and the
Nagik cave 1n&cription_of the time of Vasis klgutra
Pulumavi, especially the latter, are of groat significance,
in this respect. 4 detailed study of three important

Prakrit. pra:

1wstis Including the above two is given in
a separate article,

.

study of the cxtant Prskrit inscriptions reveals that

the form of an n“rrlptqual prasasti did not develop

perhaps in the one or

s

inlly as yet in Yrakrit, sxcept
two mentioned asbove.

Further, inspite of the paucity of Prakrit prasastis, it

15 plausible o surmise that the Prasasti in a1l
probability developed out of similar literary models in

Sanskrit mernticoned ian some of the early paragraphs, The

nistory of the deveclopment of prasasti is also closely

i e A i _:{-li L b R them Q.
interiinked witi Digitized by Noolaham Fouridatior:
radition which wioslafanargRayEastd¢e stages during the
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period of Prakrit inscriptions and fully blosszomed in the

period of Sanskrit prasastis, Th erefore, the early
inscriptionsl prasasti in Frakrit did not develop woll,
though it was influenced oy the Sanskrit kavyas of the te,

An important fact. that cmerges from ‘the study of early
inscriptions im India is that except in Tamilnédug where
Tawll was the language of inscriptions right from the
begimming (3rd e, B,Ce), Prakrit continued to be the
language of inscrﬁptions from the 3rd B,C, to the 3rd
century A.,D. in the North and fourth century A.D. in the
South (other than Tﬁmilnadu). In some arcas especially in
the North, Sanskrit was used alone or with Prakrit in the
inseriptions in the latter part of the above period. Some
rekrit inscriptions were influenced by Sanskrit and
simlilarly some early Sanskrit inscriptions were influcnced
by Prakrit auring this period?.

i

T unique fact that a Prekrit inscription was hardly
ever engraved in Tamilnadu, though the early Tamil Brahmi
nscriptions were slightly influenced by Prakrit which

was the main lsnguage of inscriptions during the period

i_‘“

mentioned aboves But as a literary langusage, Sanskrit. was
popular among the Ruddhists and Jains of Tamilnadu later,
as in pther parts of India, But, the uniqueness of Tamil
a& the language of inseriptions right from tho inception
has not becn pointed out bﬁjmu¢y 0f the leading Indian
epigrarnbists who have somgggy!other overleooked this point,
even after Mr, Irawathan Mahadevan hasclearly proved that
the 1qnggago ¢i the early Rrahmi inscriptions of Tawmilnadu

’ P
1g Mamil,

Another important fact that is evident from the study of

Prakrit inscriptions and the early Sanskrit inscriptions

is that as language cf the inscriptions, Sanskrit was first
ostered mostly by the kings of foreign extracticn or

Indianised foreign kings of Indo-Greck, Saka-Parthisn and

Kusana origin., This is clearly pointed out by Dr. D.C.

Siroarg.

——vl

It 18 surprising to note that though Sanskrit continued

to be a literary language and vehicle of higher learning
and wisdom, it came to be used as a language of inscriptions
so late;, as about the dawn of the Christian Fra; Whereas,
Tamil had already Beagli, nddarbiFoiiiion>: the inscriptions
in Temilnadu hy aboePEheReI3PAT®Y B.C, more or less
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At the same time when Prakrit was first or rather widely
used in the inscriptions. As far as the extant evidence
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century earlier than
Asoka for a few Prakrit inacr;pLionaao. Tt 1is also
clear that Temil had become a well developed language by
the third century B.C., and Tanllnadu was under the :
sway of indlgenous Tamil kings, Therefore, tierc was no

acion . for the employment o0f Prekrit in Tamilnadu,.
But the same Brahmd serint was used for writing both
Prakrit and Tamil. The evidence of Pregkrit inscriptions
also shows that the Sanskrit kavya continued to develop:
in the early centuries of the Christian Era.

. % % #H

EﬂrL,JOTFS

1., Vide &anlnl 8 Astadhyajl “%2,3,94 for an explanation of
the form™t1i0Te- of this word,

2o Slivasamy, Ve A study of the Sanghkrit fnscriptional
' prasastis. in-Indla : to the end of the 5Hth c.A,D.
unpublished M.A, dissertatiom submitted to the
University of Ceylon, Peradeniya, 1969. A discussion

on: the various mecanings and references to Prasasti
is gliven in Ch. T.

3. Rgveda, | « 1263 8 12 8,26 B%E,

Le Sirecar, D.C.,

n Tpigraply, Sow Delhi, 1965, p.40.
Be Sivasamy, Ve 0D, Cife; peBs :

6. One may cite for example +. : the Nasik cave,
inscription to the time cof Vas 1st11putru Tulumav1 i
Pralirit or the Girhar Rock inseri ption of RudradamanI
in Sanslrit. '

P rear, . D,0,

i _{)p
Ll@ﬂ& 0% the Sangsm

—".' M4 a Ei(,{e1s' il . . Sty
age, Madrae.
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