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MNoosn-trs o Giow

Manz Mies

Ir the colrge of tasir Diztory,
winies have chaanvad the changas in
their oowhy Binlics und Fave accoired,
though chearvaticn aed gspeimant,
i vesl envont ot aspencatial Koo l-
edge abaut thefiaclions ol thai: hor
i, dbout tha rhethmz af oens g -
tian, about preanaesy and coildbirth
Tens a ppropnation of their awn bodily
aafuie Wik clusew relater to the
agquisiticn at knesledge abait Lhe
Javmativs fwues ol gxlarnal netura,
aboal plerig, gnirmals, t9e gah,
woate and air

Thus, womer cid nel simgly
preed childran ke cows, 34t appen
ariabed thew own generabive god pro-
dueiive loroas; thev ataivssn are
reflectad Lpor shoa wan and losine
gxpariancas, #0d pazsad them on i

their  daurhiers

Taday wo have sufficient
evidéncs &t purdigansal to allow tha
coretuson tha patriarcnal
aaziatias, worman knaw hatter b 17

in g

pegulate s nuebor of ther culditn
and the fraquency af ther hictha than
Ui o e i i Pade ogl Lz
knoeedledge dus to their sukjaztian ta

Preciviliziog piosess ol e males,

Getherera and huntecs anc ather
primitiva proups practiced, and snll
practice warinns methods by which o
el W wurnbar ob birtke and chil-

dran Apart from jnfanticide, sdocl

Vrice of Women  December 1987 Page 02

wiy most prabably the carhissl
mathad [Tisher 1902020, wamern in
TNy sucaliss have usad anous
dlanls wad harbe as canjraceplives o

tooirei e abworbians.

Anotige rmettiod at birth eontrol
used widely amang  coatenporany
gathesais and ez 3 o pralonged
pizriud wl Linasilaeding.

Wemen's production of new lifa
OF BES WNIMen ane mes, 13 linked -
Feparaa’y o othe productice of tha
mears ol subsistence for Hhis gow
life. Watkars wha give bolh o
conl-an and wha zackle tham,
necEREATIlY Pave T provide food T
Femselves and far the gaildren: Thg
*Beoepprapnalion ul e bodily
nalete, the fact thet they pronucs
chifdeae and il makes e e
firsl prow e ol daly Tocd, baoil s
gatharers, wkn amnly eallact what
Lhaey Lt itz Ure- plance, amall ani-
mAE, figh, ate, ar &g aqricd sty
The nsbdrezon ol laboe by sea e
tkat  baveern 118 gRthering activi
bies ol g wonegn and e sparadic
aunting of the man, most probas sy
chnginalald i the tasl thas waman
nasensan iy weie esaunsibic for the
digtly by slence, horn e dego-
n.rg, the gatharing of planta, reets,
fruitz, musliowims, vels, small om-
mals, cle was a collectng
ot wnrman

aalivily

ILmay be assumed chat the
nerasstY to pravidz the daily Toad,
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end lang exacicnce with plants ani
plant life, avertuzlly lad (3 the reci
lar cultivaton of geam ane  tabarz
foeordieg e Gardon Childa, this -
voenbigd boak plare in the Seohiic
de, partculcly n Eurazia, whooe
wild graing were figsl gultivated
Chitde and many ulher scholars
allithule by introguetion od ety
for b wwoman whealan invanted the
first toals
reoda ot profustons the diguing sbck-

NGosEry far thiz naw

whizh was alivady m csa for digging
arel U

il
thamaar 1940,

oLl wild ronta ard fukers
[GCailde 1836, Mo

Dospreioann 1U75.

hra

Chullovpadnyeya 1973, Farenfils
1941, Briffaull T952)

The ragulas culs walion al ead
plants mainsy buiess and grans.
signifigd & 18w BTRJIA Ane &0 AR
s nerease i the sodac ey
tamale abee whish, scoording ta
mE Ny Authnrs, mada surplog predus-
Ban pogsble tar ke hesl timaan
rigtary. Chlde cslls thiz transforma
fiar the agafithie eedolion,® whoch
i3 attrinates 17 ragqular crltivaticn
ciogran: On the basis ab ragans
arzbaealag eal findingzin lvey ard Tui
Eey, Foweasen, Bizabelh Fizher arguas
thut panpla nazd aiready haan aboe 1o
cellecle sorplus sleakd oo ar
putsin the gatha-mg staye. Tha tech-
redngizal precondition for the colec-
tenoaf surplus war the  invertian ol
rontainers, baskeis al leaves and
plart iibies, and jars. It 2aams 220



i hal L achnology of praser

vatizn procediod e onew agrind
lurul Lazhnology, and was eyuelly
weaisdly b b praduction of A

ST

The dilfoyero balvpen e ton
rendes of provuclion -5 therafora not
suanuch the existence nf @ soipiis,
bt ratlwa ol weman cevalopad the
el baly srodeeiiva talationsnip
natie: Gatheress sl beod wea sooe-
v ol simple sanropriatiag bt sath
e itredoston of plaal siltivanen
wil pan spaak for rhe firar fipge of A
‘prafuntion anciery Ihchn - Helhel
90 e rot gn g aollactad #nd
rrnzumad wvar qres ey b, but

(R L L

WA o' s el vy - ralatianzhip
Lo pgbun e nel gale g arceLetive
rnac itwas o tght fraon ke bagin-
Mg, sos gradieding neertres]
groen mar, wha coulé qulhor end
unt el tor tharmeatva s e had
troghara thoir arpduily al eesl with
Lrga woeng zhildran noatkas wapds,
tha rspasif ooahjective  oolalivresh g
teonatere G her own badily aatice
ag well as toocha ertornal eoenon-
reati cnarnaiy lobachla tolatgrow
ane toorraee oeaw oads Uien The
iveaaters of fho frsl sowad relatias
sz Lhese Eatwaza matosss aad

cii cran

Wl authors aave vame L Lhe
cuncusiin thatmather - choldran
yrewas wars 2oe firsst vl vinks; oot
anly units af conswmplize but alsn
units of ooz duction. Mathass ane chil-
dren vokad  tocethar as galhears
art as gfcly b cpitivalos. Sush
aithers &re af e wpinior tar graw

fien g anive tenporarily and
periaberally ebegraiad or saziaized
inta these early imatiwentriz aor
ratiisie wals CBalHault 1457 Read
“OTE Thamson 1060

Rarim ard Yoorlies aroue that
matrigentis unrls comcidad wirh
BowdcRtatian phase w lonnnid
evalutian "Sdull meles woon main
Lari mo parmanant stachicenl Lo
el units - vasaal o
L unil of thair birth'  ibartie aed

woorios 1975 149480 The parmanamt

thesa matkas

clograbion of roales ieon fhase anits
therefrre hes o by seer os o rasuolt
af secdl bisglery, The productive
farzas thaf deedlanad i thoese lest
anciAl unils woe o 2ily techanlagi
galin ratura, Bt percesod alsa sod
abow e ail, e zdpacisvtor Funar oo
-aparation. Tha s by fooolan o Ta-
e’ wie pnlicipate the futore,
W leaine Fromonaas aather, (u pass
s knawlecee o lior ame genera
tiop T tha el ang Lo wEe liorrpast
CHRECLGEeE, inatkar words o
Constiidte Riatary

Women's wbyectiva ralgtiarship
La natera, a2 this davalapid ower

iz, cun ba sommarizad & fallows:

(&) Taair niluraclior Wity natire,
sl s awen natira: as wa | ay
axiarnal anvirnnrmean, was o naciana-
caul process, TEre eonseived ol L
aver badics au by product e the
SUME WAy A% 198y carde wsd of

crteial nelure az beirg produsbive.

thi Allhough thay spprognole
natura, this appopnalior goss nol
vonssitnie & relatianslig ol dani
TANER O dounopeily ralatior. Wi
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die not awrsra of their awn godigs
or ofthe garth, bul thay ca-apesate
with their badizg ol L guria n

cecun e el yeow end to miake groes

pe} A praducers ot now ke ey
dlow bevarre Ihefirst znhsistone
annieers #0d the  mednloiz o tha
sl gredustivk acannr, pmglymng
feamethe agy poing social produsinn
aid hecicalon ob social r2iatinons,

e abeaciaty ane kistons
The Myth of Men - Hha - Hyhier

Yownen's aroduncivicy iz the
aracardizion of @l ulne: human
aradicti= [y, ol a1y 'n the zense
that thayare a'ways o poucuarns of
b ey and weornsn, but gl in tha
zarsa that the first social dessor o
labraa:, bl batween famaly colli-
arats | ater finn el loesl and pre-
dormanily mala buataes cauld faks
place anly an the begis of o dieselaaad

feals praducticity

Ternle groTushviry caqss e
abowz il intha ahility ta poeside g
raily subsizicice, g guaranty nof
gursivaEl far Uz rmerbass of the elan
or band Woreen rad Lo zssurg (ks
dutly a'BRrt reerIgace nol arly tar
thamzeleas are Lhen 2vldren bt
Al Lo the man i they had na lack
autads hiating ‘repoediliors; bacanas

THMCTY 1 B RCENITIY at 1k,

i kaz bran povvad oacticilarly By

e culical rdsesrzh af fonmest schnl
ara, tal e surdive of mankind his
buan dua mueh wiere Lo women the
Jalharee than te ' o - e - wrter
o canfrast Toowhial iz praachod by

socil Darwimats af old o newe. Fwen

aira if Wonen, Larambar 1997 Page 717
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BT Tiwd wommen e Asliaba
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SR wErTEn it
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[izeboih Fishier gives s furmzs
AR
weh Crvwermer arc LG i g s s
al e saly faxd, zarticularly inithe
iemzeale und socthieem nnes. B
sbie alin atnLes tas the gethering of
veqeabls Food was rse inpera
o aur pEy-ancestoes that intng
she refers o thesbudy of coprol tes,
legsds

agp ey of fnraniag peoplas

BECTEIIENDS, ®ch RvEals
thzt cronipe who v 200005 yedis
gt it tha =ensh Biviera  marly sir-
vived 29 3 dizt o” shelfizh, ryssals
12.001 -

weEr 23 enpra itascran Mexiza sig

e griires, b nos ol jnea..
crstthbatriilons waig e main 2taphe
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Lt wekmin riat and waor 3 has bageo
inArEiEe 05 beslagicalintra-
sliocturs gl e hunting beshéy Cup
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whict wansd hava a  araving
Taz=efore the huriers wieie sble in
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WOrc Bass.
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divate the woror
LI
Wlhal gave tFe hiaterz

WOMLE wds, ucczuding e tkesa au-
»whict
JloLps,

Lz, the "aading privcio e
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Tizer sovancod the
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Tmalz sedromazyin his bock A
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T mdsswowediac -okas rflucnced
21 tnin<ng of miliaas of peepla arg
iz 2l consLaetly advanced to cagly o
e cadses of social inggaaioy Femi
risl sihalass have cha lengod th
val Tty of this medel 2 the bas's of
Lhaziv awer res=ga-sa and that of cih-
are Tney Fave Jwoasked | irolc-
ng s bas  pramisas of the gl
adng penciple, e impertance of
L A% ESENiEL pra-
[Eotinn of moder, sapilehs: and m-
pEnalks! s relariong it preis-
toryand carlier rstory. Thiz pjzn
bin sgrves ta leqitimize ex =iy
relations  al
duorrimi ez

LI BT B )

vaplortation ang
Fler  21c
clazzos and puoples. g2

fiz-wrpn
WOTIET
wnezrsal, tiralzss and nataral.
Eveler Rood tas rghily dansircen
i ididen fasziztacientar on bekine
712 model. caclizularly o thg e tings
ut lgar and his qloni® cation ot war
JFeed 1905,

Althaugn wiagreakble e dz-rnys-
LIy pan-thg-hater ypooiasiz
AL TR RTDW that the croal nanles
wesnld nal have Sesn agle syerofg
sutvive had it not been for e caly
dubsislanee praduztion 2f tha
wiamen, we are sl faced wicy s
quislior wire woarr gn, in s pits of their
SLORNGT ecoacric produstvily o
gatherers end eorly agrcultarists,
wers nnt able to prevant the estb-
lizhmeat of a wzeichical and e
plontateie ralationskip ootwaanr e
SREDE.

The earl st 0o s al vankicd, the
s amks and sprepers, werd of an
ambivalont chaaster, They 2au'c be
ssed toqrng, smash, and gulverize

greing and other vegetahlz food are
todig out waets, bt they cagicaiss
a2 usen tookil seall ammacs, and wa
Zan asgusn Lhat thsy werz wssd by

men &L owormen fas Lol purpases

hig digaira stizk and e one
wers the man Loels or gariering 25
mall g5 dar parly Boriculte o, Warrian
russ Feve conbinued watl 152 teck
rology whila samre man develased
s1analissa haating oas.

Wrat s imrportant borz is chat
LR I
produczea ir the trie zorsd 2l the
wiord: thiy produces sorsthing new,
en the clbwe
faad. iz 2ot productive, Le. honting
Euripment proper 2annat bo ased (o

31 olboi groduclve aztivive-unliks

wehalngy remainad

Hutat ng Tec1n0logy,

Ui s s Bows and arroes, fnd
spears, &re bazizally ircois ol das-
iLelnne Their sigaficsnes ez in the
fazt that rof oily con they s user
L &ill a7 mals, gat also to kil otha
nureR " 3Eings 10 s 1hs chidra sieristin
sf v hanting teols whick heceme
dzzgivain the furthzr devilasmen:
slomale productivity a3 wel as of
urazual sxpiotative sotial ralelions,
aal the lactthas nunsars &3 provid
ary of meat werg gble o raise o
stancards ol
A miity

natritan ar tka

The emzroerce of 2 spacial sad
auting technalngy. therafore. anly
imptigd tha posedddy ot establishing
retationst o of damiranse a1d cxpla-
=atior, toszems Lhat as long as the
P zis ernzmad corfined ot
limtad Fur: ng - gathering cantest
they cadld not realise tha espln tative
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potatial of theil grooeieny moge o
mrodision, TERi BROROMIC cortr -
Lion weaz et 50T cnl; ey remaines
Aegardoal for nsu-vivel oo theo
WelEn g subsistEn0 T arGeL Lo,

The prodactive' forcés of Lha
lrces s oeonld Sty b paieazed only
AP T2 stage wea pastoral pomads,
wliz durrsstizeted callls wand
wimen, inyaded 3o el cammi
mitigs. 0 s weres, ol raal zation
el tke pradaztive cagacny uwl this
predatory mody b prennstianprasis
pnsEs tha axistorce ol athar real y

prodacies modas, ikz aqr sulfuee.

Fl rahath Fizhor considers chat
hetwaer
MEN A% women W el ksl er
orly a'ler man had dizoovarad thaa
wwen gaEnsmative sapaciis. his dis-

cetnarcha relaticnskizs

SOvery
== hand it the dormz socabion
and particslrly e Srgaginn of ani
mals 35 8 new mece of arecuction.
Thay sizcaverce Wzl one bl oo’
Ferennita many cows,and this may
fave lad to T2 castralivn erd elimi-

tation af weskar avmals, Tha griire

Azcoramg e har, wiant hand

siflwias taen Uses gt perods el Lhy

sastoal nomads zansidzced -0 B
the moat appropr 3te T30 imprag -
rg the coes Farezla wrimas ware
subjectad to ssausl cocrcian. fnathar
winlz, ke tree sexuslity of wild ari-
malg was sunEckad 17 8 coarcive
eCorormy, based an araading, with e
abeet of increazing the herds, I
plauziblc that the
lizrenrs, the kicragang ensnupirg ot
wirren, e cslaklizlmant of petr -

pstablizkmont o

cha Ines ot dessent anginheritanze,

wirg part of thiz rew ez ab pro-
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duccen Wanen wers subjzeied to
T Eeonnryic oy and ocas
patl o mevable eoperty, ke cactle

Lz Ied oo 3 change o thit rus
ATOS N W netre 34 we | 825 10 ¢
ciange ir the sexoal dieison ot
[Bhour “or pastora roivczas, womag
Mooz IDRAer wery TLITITART 38 P
Ticers o gumcer: of fowd, az 5 the
VERH AP Adiee s Thae are qeadad
&8 Lroedues 0% child-sr, percolaly
nf 500, Tl pranuetivily s orne e
tLesn ot Tl 1y which iz ap-
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Ecological Feminist I rangani Serasinghe
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sbmateand anirals. The identifan g
gy, the annag, 5 'lettocaot!

Foobbmld of e Tnerds and wi
smartzd the nrgan raticr in 1975 The
rajiority of mzmbes are Waner e
were nubbe:d =entimertal treg pvers "

by schaaal cass Le populk
sign at s Lagka was sig wilion, Bow
il o1s eightesn robhan, o land 6
nsad mear #rd nvar agair, #5 inohens
st lior 2l yod Sanol e thes
RATE RUETATL ©ome yauth B oug i ldane
was left fallawe for 2 yoal T regaar
atz. With today = anaclasicn &ndl
e e lanedd wovace Wis s mol gass bl

| beligwe that forests should be
FIECE 3 ratioral r2snna

Vaics af Wemear

Lhd Aol RGIOE ARF GendEr ahng-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

SR CERnG IR RS MO DA

AL TRTRLT
fraggari:

Thoie s iy oaation that war o
are gsatimantal and sEnos Lok sz
encifcal y, beace the brending =erti-
Gl ek lows:s". Dne tirm s o oweal
i egEben MiniEroe and e
aroiszd of beind abieguce e, Wz
Yeorc i b Ll e ghnas the need
mraresave the fnrests farwata alh
ardcs e w b g ayca g In
Lha Urw £one the “orests 2re |18 aze
VR0
aniace farests by planbeg a v lar-
454, [la peaple at the Irigatian
W rosty would rat lister 12 ous,

able tnr wafer -atenticn

Vaice of Women:
R T RN R SR

feiaa
fraganie:
At the'start @ actad a3 e atany

Urig Lims
GO Ire3a

Wik preg dan, rw | aina
riembes e kaan oket-
g W Ll veung b g, ol
schad

R Bt g socielies wl2re o
325500 stays Or A Jrasicert, anc it's
qat right. We had mara woni=n rien-
Barz il past, oz ey Fad irare Lo
35 a3y nad mace com2ste Felp o

Lhese navs

Vaics af Homan:
SRS Bodgats OF NECE dne oo

gened o S dankar



franganie:

Ibg Dalamergder Tioo i g wat
ora s npw virtaly est nos ILwes ool
ur s bimaas tor use in ses chosts and
ureure, Lening the Dutch ganoe wi
liet & lat ot timber and tusks The
zannceod Tree inche dry Zona s alse
IZIE, Fhnry raes 300 ondel garey g
thieir wand i wsloabic, Trece arculss
rlearsd in the war 30233,

Nuriae the Colzh pened, the
Friire tea plentatior aioe s warg 1|
o plant 123 besbes Tagrs e soma
INTTERUCED  SQECIES TA8TE Nove. Wi
rort Fean kanw wkat crininal trocs
ward thare, Ths plantirg of taa 1o
busag: naz ruinad the a3 sol Yo
liwe L2 b carehil wher plarbpg
incraduczd =pen g5, tar esample the
Fdire x5, Ao e interatars with raty Al
suacies | Britisn plarter the fura
Ppulae g 10 et sbariatinn areas. #rd

g e ok A ot ot wessar,

I acey ields, the aditivea
way of plaabliog was o czikdee (g
plants &rd goae Ihines o ¢ coneave;
Tha a-pina: ~aa aushaz weaee plartsd
in stragat e whink e t5 el e
d.rn. New thee plant 29 the concas s
=0 Frie the snil sagathas

Faica af Wamewr!
BFPE RSN SRS A Saannstion Srideos

daader and be aapinenr?
framgenig:
Wear o b L lelel weatzs arg

Our-iad ewrsny grassd s to arene
ke thaz - 12 erllect varrs and laawa:,
Woaman heve Tr o be eonsciaus that

there should be oo sapply cl these,

Do pupelation has increazed, wiv
ara areng et of Jnd spaco. Wil
suurces hewa now aacoms 33 loled.

Ml e pying.

Veice of Women:
Lloring 7R nasr vesr Mas Hhe srpeos

ratich omwa !
lranganie!

W havs ospacic! Women s
SECTRE W Tind 1L casner o wark with
WM A% 1oy & racl riars misti-
vated  Juwr nzwsoller s wopalar
Wemen nzad incang, S0 we sk ng
th g with corsery a7on Diresweed ane
e rires arz “saenshekle

rohahawesli we agposled eoLlbs
ssapla tronss ta farast a2 wind bean-

ars 10 fontert ther crops and unicl s,

Vaice of Wanres,
Are BT ANy VERYS SlEanss wr all

frdad
framgamia;

Fana ko srAct raldion show. Do
o, gy salarlke zinee we ngea bl 6
Jraaghi. | sacknewladged thatkirds
dng @ s hisve disappeared.

Fofce of Momen:

gl are phe docsd affacts af aislsy

RSrm S R SEREST
framgania;

“oigsly and animel: e odyine,
oo i sok U in S L anks woen e

cokoal Hartun Pleins

Faice af Masren:
Wb sgtie s of the worman Bn enl

LRGSR (e TEEnT

VEILH £ WNnnEr

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

fraggania:

Sha s tha plerter énd gardaner
afe shaald be ware mach aweara af =il
Efng o0 Medsues anc how these can
Lo combetiad. ZFe saould alse Ly 1o
Flant ingicencos sagcias and gn Dacs
Lo e Leaad tiongl diat gand modicmes,
Mot wasting waicn i very imaartan”
and e kg ot comnast iz vital 1L
s Esln mpartan for woren, wha ere
tha Consumars, o e - lizp 1 asting

laghal Gupmer
Evad Rarswears

Jeceman T9EF, Fape 73



WOMEN FARMERS DOMINATE THE DRY ZONE

H.K. Wimalasuriva

A Oztailzd Tamming Svetedis
aure2y wias varried oul i TIET tn
devarming tae prosent status of crop
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agrculteral - zetfleneals ashibit 7
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Tebrs whicl: ara piler in rews across
tha zlops, ane by the Eranchss ol the
fal' tregs, weiich hreak t™a imaact of
t1e raindrnps on the grourd. Yarious

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

plangha wae lane and
rreates the coaditions for suaniag i-
LE 70 s erasion, hecaure the gafc
carns of the sécde syildmn ore nr
lerguer i sace. This 188 resultad i1 he
Apgradation of the swl, poar orop
viclds and law ferm incomes a9d Las
prampred the Geaedenreans o declare
slawh and burn 3gtics tere ogal.

The survey alse revazled Tzt only
22 parzent of chapg lerms weara
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International Women's Day 1997

The aversne waman in an Lenka
car exprrt to lwe 74.7 yedrs: She
15 gducatad, het recaived anly 6.3
veets ol schaaling, whila her brothers
lad 8 yuars. She iz natinvlved in paid
erplaymert, glthough she works hard
i1 the hama. Mrs Average marred
when sha was 35 years old ard has
2.3 caidrer. During ker preqgrancics
ga sullaied lrom anemia, and her
gaughtaes were of a luwer birth waight
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The Srr Lankan woman bas 1ot
altamied an eouzl fanting with L
i Larkan rean, nowewar sha s ol the
mest dizodvantaged woman i Lhe
world, tn ke UW Davelspment
Procramma's (UMDP L Himen Jerefoo-
S Weeent P95 13T counlnes are

ranked according to the statuz of
thiir wairan. Sri Lanka achieved a
sank of BE,

In fact, in tferms of mgome,
Eri Lariksr weomer ana at tha top of Lhe
stale. In 1984, the awerane wirking
wainan in S Lanka  weg receiving
d3.6% al the average msn's waga.
Whele this s not idezl, it iz the fourth
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LIE {63 7% US4 (75%) Mew Tealand
400 6% and  MNoreay [35%],
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Lerms frarm 2,18 millaen o 1990 10 1,94
miltion in 1995, &nd when we (pak at
WEMen's BLCup alicns, we 582 that
thay arg mostiy in unskillad and low
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"Human Develapmant, it nat
engandered, is andangerad’ statos
LUNDP's 1955 Human Davalogment
Report. Frazident Chandriks Baadea-
naixe Kumaratunga adds, in her spa-
cial coninbubion to the same fepert,
Human Development® should meaar s
deva'cpment ol both waorrpa ard mer,
idzally on a basis of aguaiy while
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Tagef WE vyﬁ‘! maz‘c é."rbbfﬁers,

From China where women

on either side of the river

Have washed their pale cloth in the white
Stone Shallows

‘Under the shining maon'

We mest as though in the formal

steps of a dance

lo fold the sheets together, put thepg+o
Inwind, in sun over bushes, or by,

We streteh and pull from g
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